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-+ Less than 3 month after “Oplan Tokhang” was sus-
pended amid abuses by law enforcers, the Philippine
National Police (PNP) will launch today anew campaign
against illegal drugs. -~ SRR P TS
-+ PNP chiet Director General (AIDG), which was ordered
Ronald dela Rosa 1s expected ~ disbanded following the in-.
to name a new group in the volvement of several of its of-
police force that will be at - firers and men m a “[okhang
the torefront of the campaign  for ransom” scheme . .
against illegal dvugs o wEe Tokhang, taken from the
Dela Resa, according to  Filipino words katok {knock)
reports, will formaily launch . and Fangye {plea), was the
the Drug Entorcement.Group . centerpiece of the PNP's cam-
{DEG). He will makeihe an-  paign agamst 1llegal drugs.
nouncernent durmg the flag- It involved going house-to-
taising weremony at the PNP  house to encourage suspected
headquartersat Camnp Crame  drug offenders to surrender or
today - undergo rehabijitation .
Dela Rosa reportedly = Tokhang was suspended
tapped Senior Supt. Graciano  early this year following the
Jaylo Mijares, PNP Region [ mvolvement of several police
deputy director for adminis- officials m the kidnapping

tration, to head the DEG and murdet of South Korean
The new group willéplace  businessman Jee Ick-no 1n the
the Anti-Illegal Drugs Group Turn to Page 14
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Tokhang for ransom scheme.

. ‘The controversial ant-drug
' campaign alsc triggered the
“kalling of theusands ot people

by suspected vigilante groups.
“ " President Duterte was.

v

foreed to order the suspen-

 s10n of Tokhang following Jee's
Iklulng‘ . SO ',g'~ }lq.-’ .
1.z ‘Puterte siripped the PNP
and-the National Bureau of
{Investygation of the authority

‘Ao conduct anti-illegal drug

jopetations.and designated the
IPhihppine Drug Enforcenient
Agency (PDEA) to conbnue
the camnpaign. - -

The PNP said a resurgent

..‘1;1.Jega1 drug trade dunng the -

jsuspension of Tokhang could
:]' sty iis reimyposthon.
The President said he 1s

e ._._._r o
|

Froi-n Page 1 |

- charadters.  oeocion g
«>"We will be torming a

el el
leaving it uE to the PNP to
decide on whether to resume
Tokhang - -~ %
- Diela Rosa had saad the PNP
will soon relaunch Tokhang
but assured the public that the
members of the new enforce-
merit group will have no shady .

B

new drug enforcement group

manned by a niew set of of-

ficers. Its members would be-
selected trom a few, ” Dela’
Rosa told reporiers on the side-
lines of the 23rd anniversary

* of the National Police College

i Cavite

set go Ready. We will be

-~ beintormed 1n due ttme Just o
~watt tor the announcement - - . e
L wanted to surprise our en- " = - Good to go .

* 30 ths year, the PNP reported

‘suspected vigilante groups,
. which the PNP-classified as

ot “nanlaban,” poliee jargon

“Just be ready, ready get -

Mlegal drugs "~

~w+ " Mijares said he 15 ready to
do the job as anti-illegal drug
campaign chief . - ..

- “TI'm elated. ready to do the
.10b,” Mijares told ABS-CBN;
vowing to double the effort on
the second chance giver: to the
PINFtoaddress the problem of
illegal drugs..  _.aw
“deaths under investigation”, . Mijares said he would be

st sl selechng competent police of-

ficers to help him .acfueve the

oal He added.any police of-

gcer" witth tainted background

would not-be accepted or
recruited in the DEG. -

Mijares 15 hopeful the war
on illegal drugs will not be
bloody .-+ B
- “T'm sure the drug offenders

emies,” he added s
* . From July 1 last yeur to Jan. -

atotal of 2,551 drug offenders
were killed while trying to
fight it out with lawmen and
2,928 others were killed by

(DULL ey i sl
-.. Most of those killed during
polive operations are.cases

indicating the drug suspects
suppcsedly resisted arrest
and shot 1t out with police-
men S mE . v

Police officials, however,
stressed DUTs are cases of

informed if we wili go back
to the war on drugs We will

it would be bloody That will
notbe bloody it they surrender
peacetully,” he said
According to National
Capital Region Pohce Office
 {NCRPO) chuef Director Oscar
. Albayalde, hus men are “raring
g ee= 5 ]
“We are ready to return and
fimsh our unfinished job of
hicking the drug problem in the
metropolis. Our teams m the
stations, districts and region
are raring to gn.” he said
Albayalde said members
of the anti-drug teams have
been subjected to a back-
ground investigation by the
NCRPO’s counter-intelli-
gence unit headed t - Senior
Supt. Eleazar Matta. ]
“We are very strict in re-
crurting members of our anti-
drug teams as we are bent on
ridding our ranks of scalawag

maurder pending mvestigation
and du rot necessarily involve

e

cops, espedially those being
charged with extorton and
other cases,” he added.
Albayalde said all police
operatiuns against drug of-
fenders would be working
under proper intelligence and

- coordmation with PDEA.. -

- He sard the police uperation
would be headed by a police
officer and must be accompa-
nied by barangay officials.

“We would coordinate our
operations with the PDEA but
it does not mean that thejr
officer would lead our anti-
drugs team during the raid,”
Albavalde explained -

~ Albayalde said intelligence

units of the NCRPO under
Matta would prepare the list
ot targets and the PDEA will
have the last say on their anti-
drug operations =~

— With Non Alquitran

will get the message, ‘do not
fight or resist arrest,” or else
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ocks rock
Su rigao

1 d1es scores injured as

I’"‘_" i

HIKE U CRISHUNDD .
iml mli DE l&m

UTUAN C‘ITY A 65-year-old
wuman died while scores of
others were injured at the
height of strong aftershocks

: that rocked Sungao City yesterday
' mormng, causing damage to structures

and panic among residents

. The victim was identified as So-.

coro Cenes of Narciso corner Lopez
Jaena Streets, Surigao City Shereport-
edly suffered cardiac arrest during the
strong aftershock that registered 5.9

panic sweeps residents

magnitude, the Pl:uhppme Instltute of

- Voleanology and Selsmology (Phwolcs)

said,

Emergencyrescue teams of the clty
disaster risk reduction and manage-
ment council rushed to.the scene in
an effort fo rescue Cenes but she had
no pulse and was not breathing when
they arrived.

Surigac del Norte Governor Sol F
Matugas said 25 persons were mjured
and admitted at the Caraga Regional
Hospital in Surigao City due to minor
injuries. Another victim who
was retrieved from insidea P4

4

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopie. Securing the land.



Army Vision: By 2028, & world-clacs Armiy thal is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285 5285

B T T S

Aftershocks rock

'medlate]y i

clty 11 ard war store Wwas |

at Intensity 6, Phivoles said. Its impact also
reached several.areas in Southern Leyte
mcluﬁmg the municipafities of Limasawa

" and: 8an ‘Ricardo at Tntensity-4 and the -

 towiis-of San Juan and San Francisco at
intensity 3.:

Residenis in-General Tauna, Surigao
de] Norte and-Ormoc City, Leyte felt the
quakeatIniensity2 1 Instrumentalintensi-
ties were likewise noted in Surigao City at
mtenmt_yﬂwhﬂe Iniensity 1 wasregistered
in both Borongan, Eastern Samar and
Pelo, Leyle,

Shortly after, state seismologists re-
ported ihat lighter aftershocks occurred in
suecession in fhe towns of Del Carmenand

Noriz, Theywmemeasumdatmgmtudes _

broughi,‘to Surigao CJWHeqpltal

o8 -’[he state. selsmw'momtonng agency  .26.and.30 mspecﬁveiymﬁhqns!mmenfal .
Iraced the: epmenter of the'quake:about 13 .intensities-in SurigaeCityis 5827 ‘
lnlome!ers souﬂlwestdeungao delNorte’s . © A magnitude-3:2 quake happened i
- captial at: ﬂSa.mtyesterHay&twas tecteric San Jose, Dinagat . Iélands asiwell dbotit’
.mxongm,and stemmedirom a depth @f 13 exght ‘minutes past 11:00.a:im This was'
kilometers. followed by back-to-back temblors jn: Libjo

- Tesidents in Surigao CJtybommbmnt andSan Franciseo, Surigao delNortemea—

suring 4.1 and3.0.in surface-wave magm
tude Jess than an hourlater .

... .According to Phiveles- science aide _
Anne delos Santos, ‘the tremors were.4ll

considered aftershocks of the magritude-
6.7-earthquake in Surigao del Norte last

'Fébruary 10, which was friggered by a

seismic movement along the’ Sungao seg—
ment of the Philippine fauii. - :
“We expect damiage from the magrii-
tude-5.9 (incident),” De los Santos told the
Mamila Bulletinin a-phone interview: She
sdid it was the strongest aftershock they
have recorded so far since the main shock

nearly a month ago.
Initially, two residential houses cdl-

N

M LR R ST R R e g 'e'-.—--_-r_

- ‘lapsed at corner Naraso and P Reyes
|~ sireefs-of Barangay Taft and Kaskagvil-

- lage ofBarangavWaqhmg‘rnn 0f this: eames
¢ty SurigaciCity governmentiinformatiors

A5 of press-time, Teseis’

areas of that same city, she added."

. Asitwasa Sunday;church| -goersin 8-

rigao Cityran to the streets while résidents

who were just about to:prepare brezidast
-also fled to higher igrounds for fear ofa
tstinaniiz:Guests atvariousi thétels, ifns and‘ d

lodges also rari outside the buildings,
Surigao City Mayor Ernesto T Maty-

.gasimmediaiely deployed socid] welfare
officers:and-workers to personaﬂy extend£

assistance toresidents.
A total power blackout aIso h1t the

entire city -of Sumgao when the strong

aftershocks struck.
“Twas Verystr‘ong, glasses and bottles
in my house were shattered when the

strong quake hit us again,” ssid Sungao
City'Vice MayorAIfonso Casurra,

“ICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emajl add: oacpa.army2012@gmaii.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local 5285, 5205

Hormma,

LI P "

Creere D

1. T i

still coriducting dxsaster:operamanﬁ‘anﬂﬁt s &

- ‘assessment .of othér partially collqpsed' :
“houses-in Barangay- Sabang and-othef- .
 tbarangays, pdrticularly thosem eoastali =
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14, Curgs

" By EDITH REGALADO ‘|

! ”DA\:HQO CITY _ The commursts are
still the country’s top secutity threat,

according to National Security Adwviser .
B . achieve lasting peace and unite the cowt-

Hermogenes Esperon Jr

“Tt 15 commumsm thal 15 the number
one threal Because the communnists here
want o change the way of lite of the Fili-
pmos. They. want o force their way even
if they are outdated already,” Esperon
said yesterday 10
.. The commurnusts have been waging
an insurgency since 1968 — which the

military said has claimed 30,000 lives- to

overthrow the government :
Aside from the communists, Esperon
added the problem of illegal drugs, ex-
remism, terrorism, corruption, SECESSUIN-
ism and even the alleged destabihzation
plots, as among the other threats the
country currently faces A
-~ *Tliegal drugs because it is destroymng
the very tiber of our society, the very core,
our families. Megal drugs wastes so muich
of fur resources, our Filipino values, our
youth,” he said :
Esperon stressed the brand of com-
mumsm the leftist groups are pushmg is
an old 1ssue. - i
“The problem with these commurists
is that they arestill talking about impertal-
1stn when we are no longer a colony They
are talking about feudalism and fascism,
when we ate not fascists. I thunk the com-
murusts should also update themselves on
what they really want” he said. -
He said even China, which is the lead-
ing communist country i the world, has
opened up to foreign markets and to the
idea of capitalism.

ecurit

LAl

o munists pase

e

P A

however said that ever if com-

problem. L T
He ctled President Duterte’s efforts to

iry under one flag.

Esperon mentioned in paricular the
resumption of peace talks with the Com-
munist Party ot the Philippines-New
People’s Army-National Democratic
Front (CPP-NPA-NDF) T =

" Duterte restarted peace talks with the
communist tebels that had been on and
off for 30 years g i

The two sides separatelv declared
ceasefires 1n August, and the informal ar-
rangement largely held as they continued
discussions in Rome last month -

The communists terminated their
self-declared truce after accusing the gov-
ernment of failing to release all political
prisoners and encroaching on rebel-held
. Duterte replied by scuttling the peace

talks and declaring an all out war aganst
the communist rebels

During his visit to Camp Teodulfo
Bautista m Jolo, Sulu last Friday, Duterte

. rermnded the troops to “expect an ambush

anytime” from the rebels

“Do not just leave your vamps to stroll
around,” Duterte told the trocps

“We have a tesurgence ol assassi-
nations, Sparrows .. many soldiers
have died. Expect an ambush anytrme,”
Duterte said, referring to the notorious
special parfisan umt of NPA tut men

The President advised soldiers to go
out in groups and avoid being complacent
about their safety ~With Alexis Romero

f

Communists still top

y threat - Esperon

] the biggest national security
threat, there are political solutions to the
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he Armed Forces of the Phillippines
(AFP) Western Mindanao Command
(WesMinCom), yesterday said that
intensified operations were launched
by troaps of the Joint Task Forces Zam to
rescue a couple, surnamed Duterte. who was

‘abducted in Sta. Siocon, Zamboanga del Norte '

Friday might.
3 WestComsposzpersonArmyCaptam

* o L7,

L LR "‘ma

HAEIM" BIILLHIﬁ

mamm&m

Jo-Ann D. Petinglay said troops promptly
‘'responded after receiving reports that Jose
Duterte, 60, and s wiie, Jessica, 52, were
abducted by seven to eight unidentified per-
sonalities at their residence in Sta. Maria,
Siceon. at 7:20 pm. Friday. -~ - <> -

The abductors, with the Dutertes in-cus-
tody, were able to make good their escape by
getting on 8 pumpboat headed for the coastal
areas of Sirawai.

As of press time yesterday, there was 1o

Page: 6|

confirmation from the camp of President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte if the kldnapped couple
was his relative. :

Petinglay said Navy {roops have a]ready
maximuzed intelligence monitoring, snd alerted
the Naval Task Groups in all areas to pre-empt
‘the possible lending of the get-away vessel =

"We understand the situation of the
fannhes of the victims and we sympathize with
them Itis in this light that our froops and the
PNP are domg their best to bring the victims’

4

back o their family” WesMinCom head Maj.

-General Carlito G. Galvez Jr. said.

. "We ask for cooperation from the family
and those who know any information about the
incident as no matter how small, it might be of
use to the nnmedlate rescue of the victims,"
headded. -

Galvez said the Command will continue to
assist thepolice andlocal governmentunits in
tracking down the perperators and in rescumg

~ the victims.
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nlltene yms wounded soldm

- chatted with the &o]dlers ¥

g

Galaxy phones -

terte glﬂed Wnunded snl- and person, wexe alao vmxbl ]B.ldp on the

| diers in Sulu with cash thempwhteﬂéunyvelopes eon- o;ty the soldiers

1 and mobile phones di~ taming cash and checks He c::gled at the Camp Teod-

| ing his visit on Friday. alsg gave the soldiers the ulfo Bautista Si.atmn Hos-

1 The Premdentisl Com- Wounded Pergonnel Med pital m Jolo town -

: mlmmaimm Office fpaml;ed a mnyunahm—' The wounded spldiers are
vidéo of the vaef on ite g ko kevo mtan - members of Jomt Tagk Fores
Fagebook acgount lite Sat-- 3a ranahon ko, mauuna Sulu. which wag formed to
urday kayo palagi' Duterie as- after Abu Saﬁzm

the visit, Duterte sured the Wounded soldiers g?ﬂa tano
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10 Million Pesos Awaits
Metrobank Foundation

- Now more than ever,
our country needs
exemplary public
servants, whose
commitmentfo - -

- excellence goes way .
beyond the call of duty.
Their services rendered,
no matter how little, and
jobs well done, no 'matter
what kind, createa

magpitude that vt

positively impacts on the
lives of those they so
willingly serve.

mr“"a--’"-ﬂh—

For all theu Qutsta-nd-mg ey
efforts, these indwviduals "
deserve nothing less than =4
stellar reward and recognition.’
~ This 2017, the Metrobank -

. Foundatton Outstanding -

~ Filipinos program will do just -

. that Ten (10) e‘(emplary
mmdividuals——4 teachers, 3

soldiers, and 3 police

officers—-will be recogmzed

for therr mitiafives and
 concrete contributions to e
" onward development of their
sectors and communities, -

" “We are looking for - . -
individuals who are models of
excellence m thest professions,
who thrive amidst chall enges
with dignity and confidence

T,he}, must display patriotism,

andegr iy Courage, and soc1al
rebponslbmty——» alues that

Filipmos are most proud of.”

said Metrobank Foundation.

Inc. (MBFI) premdent Amceto

Sobrepefia.

10’

3

LTI S

Outstanding F|I|p|'n‘fos

' Fach Outsianding Filipmo
will recerve one (1) million
peso worth of cash prize, &4
trophy, and a medallion. =~
Awardees will be fornally *
announced and conferred the
award during Metrobank’s ;.- ]
54th anniversary cel ebratlon m
September 201 G e A
. The 2017 amardeeé will alsc
be conferred the title™2017 -
Metrobank Foundation §:

_ Fellows m Public Service” and,
V'swill 'be given the opportunity =
to share their best practices
. through publc lectures ACTOSS
~ the country. Sy,

1
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.. The awardees will be
: ?',:.Selected under three ..

| B -component progi ams—«—»Sea:r ch
E b s

| Et’?,?f‘ifm Ouistanding Teachers -

¢ omnnssmn on Higher -

. Armed Forces of the %
| E';--Ph:lhppmes (AFP), and

Club of New Manila East,
National POLCE .

based process, teachers,

and police officers who are
; ehigible to jom must have a
+ maranm of 10 years of

| service with at least a “very,
! satisfactory” rating in the .
t last 10 years. Those who -

| areset (o tetire must have at
' least 3 remaining «ears of
service.’

; Quahﬁvd eTementan

i and secondary teachers must
. have completed acadenuc

¢ equrements for Master’s

. Degree while Higher

i Education teachers must

- have a doctorate degree.

(50 T) partnea sh1p w1th the
o 'Depamnent of Educauon and :

- Edycation: The Outsta,ndmg

2 Philipplatle So‘ldlets (TOP%) m
B partnersh’lp wth the Rotaty
i Clab of Makati Metro and the |

" Country ’s Outstanding Police
Officers in Service (COPS) m
partnership with the Rotary . .
PSBank, and the Phi'i rppme

* Through a nomination- “*

Quahﬂed commissioned officers -
( Captain 1o Colonel) must haw
completed 2 Bachelor”s Degree
" while AEP enlisted persénnel =
- (Corporal to Chief Master

- Sergeant) must have "=
- completed a ngh Suhonl

dcgree S el T
= PNP comrmssmned
oﬂicerg {Police Inspector 1
! Police Senior Superintendént) *
. and non-commissioned ofﬁoem
 (PO2 to SPO4) must has
completed a Bachelor 5
+ Degree:, =0 erateg 53 :
< Interested apphcants must

* have exhibited good moral .

character and must not have
been charged guilty in any
. admimistrative or, crimmal
. caqe =‘ = ‘,.__,?. :
. Nominations mll be
accepted by the MBFI
Secretariat or the nearest
Metrobank branch on or
before March 24, 2017
For further inquiries, those
mterested to join the Search
may call telephone nimbers
(02 898- 889R..(02) 898-
8757, {02) 945 7006 or
mobile numbers‘- B

b

. 0933-522:4186, Plehse look -

. Inqumies via email
'+ oustandingfilipino
i ail.com. Nomination forms

’ MB-ET«;wehsi-te

0956 873-4684 or,

. for Dyan Tee or Neiiry Chan
( 50T, Hero Hernandes’ -
((‘OPS) and Third Salang 4 ="
- (TOPS}). Youma}, also send -

"lﬁbn@gm;:

can be accessed v

Foundatlon Outstandmg

- Filipinos™,
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Tobe an outstanding Filipina takes
service above ana beyond the call of

duty. This 2017, the Metrobank

Foundation, Inc. (MBFl) will scourevery
-road and corerto honor ten (10)

Ouytstanding Filipinos in the dcademe, T
jpulice, and military seciors whose

impactivl works rippie across the Eortormance
nhation. Each Outstanding Filipino will Evaluation
receive a P1 million cash prize, trophy,

and goid medallion. m‘;‘,‘::.:
You have excelled, but it’s timeto ¢\, e necord

‘go beyond, Be a Metrobank
. ‘Foundation Outstahd_ing Filipino.

_ _soubigRs S
.o bitlwToPS207 InatenFenn

a

J 7 ATCOMFLISH yUR NRALNAT YR ONE-3F THRJILGK
. TEALHERS
RIt lwSOT20 1 7NomunationFond:
o PEWRLORD NOMIKATICN MUER S WA -
Cwwsy mbfoaundatieon ory

F -r{egsa:{ Wit .

ELIGIBILITY KEGQUIREMENTS

TN oA B T b d U P G GOUT Sy b et R
Minlmum of 10 yaars
fY10se w0 are set L. i th e ol ieasd iree (3} e, liesliny years of serv.ce}

- Polite Lommissiancd
Olfwers: Parce kspcriar
Pt W Supens rdent

+ i e NanCommissionod
Officrr- Fofice Uficar 2
Senéc obe Cteer

« Elementary Teaches

+ High Schael Teachers

+ Thrtic ty nd G1. dugte
Eba Toache =

*orumisstanzd Oficers,
Caprainto Lo viel

= bl Parront ! wpora?
T, ARSI Sto oant

“tleast Vary Salistactory In the 125t 10 year.

- faluz ommissioned
OfficerPolice Non
Lon, nissionc ! Offycers:
Be el s Degrer

+ Lo Educ e et haves
complaiad ecademic
T denla fn
R Lers [ grer

 Turllary Educatins mu «

h ve Datlorale doctes

= Craesaion 1 Sty
“ethuors Deg

- Fnbsted Potonn | Higl
3 hod G dote

= Must brs of norclinomi chamcter

» st nod have 1-oen ad| dkty/liahle In anv adnanlstrabse, olminal or dvil case

The deadline for stk mizston of nominations is o March 24, 307 7.
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I . ZAMBOANGA CITY At
| least four members of the
| Abu Sayyat group were killed
yesterday whale another four -
i suspected bandlts ‘were ap-

i . o Rl

i
!
:
|
|

mq‘w"’ ) "j',,,_....
uﬂmﬁm ‘ a‘-@ %._a?.;\

.‘g 2" ™ 4)
4..? i -“f ‘. pup
= : i JLWE T

-ut.-'.,....
it'.I.l-_m..,.,:‘, \

Ty _,frl‘huﬂ.j

lﬁ'ﬁ‘#u tIa Ef' LR A

prehended Parly ldb‘t Week
in the latest encounters with
government troops

.+ The casualties of the latest
encounter have brought the

EEVEEREE LR

Abu Sayvaf"s death toll to

. 19 and 1ts wounded to smz 1
< four major encotmters witha -:
two weeks of the military’s

intensified efforts to rescue fhe

- hostages inSulu - -
Quoting reports from the :

Western Mindanae Command

(Westmincom) at Camp Na- -

varro in Zamboanga City,
Armed Forees of the Phulip-

pines (AFP) spokesman Brig
"Gen Restituto Padilla said
.while they were conducting

focused mditary operations.

;troops ‘from the 64th Marine -
53 Cormnpany, Marine Special Op-

erations Groiip dashed with

-Abu Savvaf in mountainous
'Barangay I.um1pad bordenng

\n

f hostag

Page: _4___

et

Talipao and Ma:mbung towns, '
in Sulu ygsterday moming.
. Joint Fask Rotce Sulu (JTFS) ,
commander Col CirilitoBobe-
jana deployed the Marines’

. special urni Saturday after con-

firring the presence ot thebarr
dit group ity fhe ared 3
- Westmincom spokesperson
Capt Jo-Ann Tetinglay said
the Marines storrned with as-
sault rifles the undetermined
number -of Abu Sayyaf mili-
fants at abou* 430a m yester—
dav AL
Petmglay said hea y fire-

PR

, ﬁghﬁng erupted shorily as the
“Marines, led by a Lieuteriant

Alvarez, stormed the lair of
the bandats w_ho were forced

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIR
Army Core FUMPUSE. oG vy wie m o

—

S - Email add: oacpa. army2012@gmail.com— Tel no.
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’1:0' ;étréat with casualties and

5camper m dﬂferent .:hrec—
%satd thQM

1 seventug

- fireArms, iniciding two M16"
 yifles and twoy M203: grenade--“

la'imchers

 fered 1 mostly manor m]urles 1T
_ the senes of encounters -

Sources in Suhiz also disclosed

| that a Manine was slightly in-

: ]ured however, ofhmals chd nnt _

corﬁmm*therep

The bandits still hold mote

. than 20 hostages, 2 number of

them torelg
2 Meanw
5 pen,ted Abu Sayyat who have
" been captured by the 3rd Scout *

ErB 4L ¢ 2
ile. the Four SUS-

Ranger Baitalion (SRB) m an
mtenstfied campaign 1 Bast-
lan, were 1dentified as Hainja

- U'mmal. Asid Abdul Pagmg,

R

Kili Alvarez Sabtal and Haml- .

cdid-Pantasan .

-, Joing, Task Force Basﬂan
'(ITFBJ chief Co) Juvymax Uy
sard Ummal and Paging were
apprehended bv SRB troups

- under Lt Col Elmer buder'o

3

nier site found”
u Sayyaf. mem: "
‘Tigh-powered

while they were on combat nﬂj .

-erations i Barangay Danapah, -
)_Al—Barka town, while Sabtal .

and Pantasm were apprehend-' 3

components of improvised ex-.
Plosive devices (TEDs) from the

POSEEssIONS 0l thefour suSpec:ts,

ac‘cordmg toUy -

> The troops. later stumbled
upon an Abu Sayyaf encamp-

ment while advancing and
conducting clearing operations
in Siio Bohe Buug, Barangav
Maca]ang Al-Barka, - J
‘Uy said the enc‘atnpment

had 30 makeshaft bunkers and

15 foxholes, which the troops

- beheve were hastily abandoned

by fhe Abu Sayvaf to evade the
Imhtary offensive, —ts.- ..

The Navy Seals’ S pec:ial Op-
eralzlon Unut (SOU) 6 under Lt
Turior Grade Mildner Cawi also
encountered the bandit group:n
the mangroves of Barangay Da-
rapatu m the same town,

Uy said the series of opera-
tions 1n Basilan has disrupied
the Abu Sayyat from planning’
and staging vossible attacks
to davert m111ta1v aLtentlon m
Sulu. - -
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, 'Sa;mgltwas"deeplysaddened"" 7
- Malacafiang vowed on. Sunday
* that ‘the beheading bv Abu
i« Sayyaf bandits of their 70-year-

. old -German hastage, Jurgen

- : would ot go unpunished:

“President Duterte has de-

5 clared time and again that ter-

rorism is the twin scourge of
narcopolitics, and that this
government will leave no stone
untuinedin squarely address-
ing the evils of extremism and
plain banditry,” presidential

- spokesperson Frnesto Abella
": said in a statement. -~

= "We reiteraie owur sincere

~ sympathies to the farmly of Mr.

Kantner, as well as to the resi of

1 the German people, for this

modern-day cruelty. Rest as-
sured these mmdless acts will
not go unpumshed," he sald n
the statement .

| s German Chanceller An2e1a~‘
iMerkel has condemmned Kant-

ner's killing as an “abominable
act” The Abu Sayyaf circulated
avideo of the beheadmg onlne

L Vldeo messages L=
- Kantner had appealed for
help twice in short videp mes-
sages, saying he would be killed

_ if aransom was not paid.

» Mr. Duterte had apologized

o Germany for failing to save
. Kantner while msisting -that
' . ranspms should not be paid.

* Philippine Marines dug up

" the head and body of Kantner
. Tate Saturday in the mountain-
. ous hinterlands of Indanan -

town on Jolo Island m Sulu

. province, where the ransom-

- seeking bandits were holding

atleast 31 other foreigh and Fil-
ipino hostages, said regional

T

s"" Hosplta.l moréue

" . Kantner, after then deadline for | B
a P3o-million ransom elapsed . =

|

I-'OSTAG E'S REMAINS The bag- contammg theremajns of German hostage Jurgen Kantner is

brought toa funeral house n Jolo Sulu provmce ~AFP

ﬂuhtary commander Maj Gen
Carlito GaIvez. n 2

St L

- Kantner’'s remains are in a
mlhtary hospital morgue in Su-
Iu while officials prepare docu-

-mentation for transporting the :
body. Arrangemerits were be-
ing made with the German Em- ...

bassy for his burial
Kantner was seized trom
his yacht, Rockall, with his fe-

- male German companion off

Malaysia’s - Sabah state last
November = .-

Kantnet’s compamon “was (.
tatally shot on-the yacht, which-

was later found mm southern

Philippines. according te the

military .
The couple had survwed a

kidnapping ordeal off Somaha~

12008,

Abella sald the remams'»

were discovered by Marine
Battalion Landing Team 3 un-

der the Iomt I‘ask Force Su.lu
accordmg to & xmhtary report

.
’l€

Clashes (T
" About two dozen "Filipino
solc_uers were wounded in
clashes that alsn left 16 Abu
Sayyaf gunmen dead in efforts
to find and rescué Kantnes,
After he was beheaded,
troeps mtensified ground as-

'~ saults and airstrikes

-On Sunday, Marmes killed
tour Abu Sayyaf bandits and
seized seven rifles in an assault

- ‘near Maimbung town.

At least 10 other bandits
were killed in a2 separate clash
on Friday that also wounded 18
soldiers near Patikul town, said

Sulu’smilitary t.ormnande: Col.
-Cirilito Sobejana. - i

An mtemgence repmt seen
by The Associated Press {AP)said
the bandits behind Kantner’s ab-
duction and killing mcluded Abu
Sayyaf commander Hatib Hajan

tel

T

Sawadjaan and his nephew, Mu-
Jil'Yadah who was also allegedly
involved in the 2015 kidnappings
of a Norwegian, a Filipino wom-
an and two Canadians from a
yacht club in Mindanao. The two
Canadians were separately be—
headed last year

According to the report, the
other kidnappers of the Ger-
man included Moammar Askali
and Idang Susukan, :

» Askali, a young bandit, insist-
ed that Kantner should-be kalled
on schedule as the Abu Sayyaf
had threatened to dn, but others

wanted to wait longer to gef a

huge ransom, the report said, -

The Abu Sayyaf, which has
more than 4oo fighters, has been
blacklisted by the Philippines
and the United States as a terror-
ist organization for kidnappings,
beheadings - and bombings.
—WITH REPORTS FROM AP, REUTERS, AFF,
CHRISTINE 0. AVENDANO;, CYNTHIA D, BAL-
ANA AND JULIE 5, ALIPALA
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18 ASGs killed; body. of.

=

beheéided German found

10 18 the number of bmdms dead since 5

B ey ;ﬁ)wm:ﬁ,ﬂ--‘pm “am

the thilitary began lts intens:ﬁeﬂ hunt

' Ly, two 'weeks g0 -

ZAMBOAINGA (‘ITY/ AMP AGUI—;
NALDO Quezon Cltyﬁﬁ‘ouvmorseAbu - the ASG-cameasthe military confirmed
. SayyafGroup (ASG) gunmenwerekilled. . that the body of beheaded German
. yesterday mapre-dawn em:ﬂunter with @
| . soldiersfrom the Marine'Special Opera- .

tions (xroup in Lum1pa0 Sulu, brmgmg 4

" The death toll updéte on the side of

hostage Jurgen Gustay Kantner was

Page: J

18 ASGs kllled

A1med. spokesperson of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines-Western Mindanao
Cominand (AFP-WestMinCom), said the
4:30 a.m. encounter also resulied in the
wounding of several ASGmembers andthe
seqzure of seven high-powered firearms at
the combat site.

Petnglay said Colonel Cirilito Sobejana
of the Joint Task Force Sulu deployed the

marmes after informants reported to him -
thepresence ofﬂlebanthsmﬂxeareasmce )

Samrday night

" Soldiers from the 64t Marine Cor-.

panv Marine Special Operations Group
under 1Lt Alvarez, responded and.-con-
ducted focused military operations in the

wﬂagethatledtoaheavygunbatﬂemﬂl-

the bandits

-~ Earlier, Petinglay smd encounters

beiween government troops and the Abu
Sayyathas alveady resulted in the death of
14 bandits and the wounding of six others.

There was an additional two deaths of
AbuSayyatmembersin Sulu and twomore
m Basilan over the weekend - -

- Petinglay said four major encouniters
~three m Sulu Provmce (the 69th Infantry
Battalion and the Abu Sayvaf in Barangay
Palique, Indanan, Znd Scout Ranger Bat-
talion agamst the ASG in'Indanan; and
ihe 32nd IB against ASG members in
Patilaul, Sulw) and one encounterin Basilan
(between the Naval SOUS led by LTJG
Mildner Cawi against ASG members in
. Barangay Darapatu, Al Barka, Basilan)
+ allowed the troops to gain ground in the

* two provinces.

This also disallowed the bandits to es-
{ablish encampments in said areas.

recovered in Indanan, Sulu..

. Captain Jo-Ann Petinglay- >4
) ing Team 3 under the JTFSulu recovered
- 41 last Saturday the body of Kantner, the
' German hostagebeheadedbyﬂ'leASG in
This series of encounters also led to Slho’lblibang,BarangayBuanza.Indanan

the recovery of IED components and the  Sulu

discovery of awASG encampment. - - May. Gen. Carlito G. Galvez Jr., West-
While advancing and conducting clear-  MinCom commander;, said JTF Sulu Com-

ing-operations in the area of Sitio Bohe
Buug, Barangay Macalatig, Al Barka in
Basilan Province, the rangers discovered
an enemy encampment with 30 make-shift,
bunkers and 16 foxholes, she said.

Petinglay said aithough there were no
bodies recovered, the locals provided the
information to operating troops thatbandits
carried with them theirwounded and some
uret'ennmedlaﬁelvblmedmsepaxateareas
near the encounter sites.

W Onﬁneoﬂlerhand.fourho'a)lwusASG
members were furned-overby élements of

the Joint Task Foree Basilan led by Army
Colonel Juvymax Uy to the police after
troops of the 3rd Scout Ranger Battalion
apprehended said bandits who were car-
rymg IED components in ﬂleh-possession
last February 27 . -~

Abu Sayyaf members Hamnya Ummal,
Asid Abdul Pagong, Kili Alvarez Sabtal,
and Hamidid Pantasan were turned-over fo
the Basilan Provincial Police Office under

Police SemorSupenntendentPampanﬁar

the filing of appropriate charges

UmmalandPagong were apprehended
by troops of 3SRBn led by Lt. Col. Elmer

Suderio who were conducting combat
operations in Barangay Danapah, Albarka

_ while Sabtal and Pantasan were nabbedhy

the same unit in Barangay Danapah, Tipo-
Tipo, BP andwere found tobe carrying IED
components. . -

Kantner’s body found
Hlements of the Marme Battalion Land-

the cruel and ¢

mander Scbejana immediately requested
for the Scene of the Crime Operative
(SOCO) Sulu to conduct site preservation
for evidence and post-mortem procedure
after troops cordoned the area where the
Kantner's body was found at 6:30 pm

- Galvez said the remains of Kaniner
shall be kept at the Kuta Heneral Teodulfo
Bautista Hospital Morgue while comglet-

ing the documentary requirements prior

to transport. . -

" *“Wewill coordinate with the appropriate
offices fior the disposition of the nemains of
ﬂlewcmn. Galvezsaid. -

“Rest assured that the AFP and the
entme WestMinCom will maximize all
mesans and efforts to rescue the remaining
Indnapped victims,” he added I

Kantner was beheaded by the Abu
Sayyaf Group in Sulu last Febriiary 26, 2017
after almost 4 months in captmty in the
forested areas of Sulw.:> . e

.- Palace: Pumshmentdue :
Thegovemmenthasvowedtoa:sme_ .
acts” of the Abu
Sayvafwill*not gounpimnishied” after troops
recovered the remains of Kantner in Sutu

- Presidential Spokesman Ernesto
Abella extended anew the government's
svinpathies to the family of Kantner and
assured the government is determined to
address the “evils of extremism and plain
banditry” .(With a report from Gehalyn D.
Kabiumg}



Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: -oacpa'.annyzojz@gmau.-com ~Tel o {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205 -

O(( March 2017

S tThe

D Ve, AL W

dard

G, TRt R WS

Page: Al

Troops kill 4, more ASG ‘ﬁaf‘mld ,clakshe.é;

. FOQ;R n:uare Ahu Qa;rvai ha,udljs,.,
“wete lalied after groond traops -
stiifibled’ on the terrorist gronp: on:
- the outskirts .ot Talipac m Suly sat-

ly Sunday morning, an officialsaid.

Col L.n‘:lhto Sobejana, Ccyn

. mander of Jamnt Task Force Silu,

said the four were Jilied. duing

o firefighi’ m L’mmpad v111age'

al‘oilnd‘453m A

- He made the statement eVeﬁ ag"
- President Rodrigo Dutetie’s ongo-.

ing campaign agaimst extremism

and terrorism got a ruch needed’

_boesmfhm the descendzmt?s ﬂfagl- :
"1aii% and toyal clans m ]
~expressed theit suppon “fou -the

dange

goyernment's campaigti against
the two security menaces, . -..

. That resulted from the ﬁnst-ever i

Mmdanac Sultanate Summit on
Peuce and Security hested by the -

‘Defense and Tnterior departments
= on Mazch 2 to 4 that veas artended

bv atound.506 participants - -

The death of the four bandltﬁ‘ '

brought to 16 the number of slain

terrorsts after a sertes-of military °.

I

g_pag@ﬂpﬂ%nstrﬁiﬁwa%ﬁ-
“&f, Which started after thie group -

- beheaded  ‘70-year-old ' Gerinan
_hostage Jurgen Kantnier 1n Igasan,
'Smu, on Sunday last week.

. Sabeiana:said froops qfthe b4th~
Marine ‘Company, wese mobilized

:aﬂer a.group of,&bu Sayyaf ban-
dits was ieported n Lumipad vil«
lags, where they artrved and- en-
¥ gaged the bandits g a firefight. © -
- Sobejana said soldiers: found .
“the hodms @f the found banifs as -
: Next page '

:_.Troops...
FromAI A

we].l as seven hlgh-powered
firearms.. and  two grenade
launchers
“Our troops arc more than
motivated to go after these ban-
; dits who know notmng but to
~ victimize mnocent civilians for
. theu own persomal gam,” Ma-
* jor Gen, Carlito Galvez J1. said.
Francisco Tuyay with PNA

|
i
x
f
|
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'_\_ﬁ pj:tary" iééolved as eve

fsm and Plait handithy,”s
31 spokesman Erfjedti Abella, .
lenit, yesterﬁaysﬁid :

remote soiithern istand stronghold of Sulu. -

“Fhe Philippine government 1s deeply
saddened but resolved as ever-to respond
to.the recent discovery of the body of Mr
Kaniner,” Abella stressed.

“Rest assured that these mindless acts
will not go unpunished,” he added,
reiterating Malacafiang's sympathies to
Kantner’s family and the German people
“for thus modern-day cruelty.” -8
- Government troops have clashedthhma
Abu Sayvef inrecent days, leaving 29 soldiers
injured and 1¢ militants dead; according to
the military which said i has veen unable
to recover the bedies of slain terrorists.

"L was not easy to find them because
of the fighting with the Abu Sayyaf kidnap
i group that resulted in the wounding of 20
' " Turn to page S
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: From page 7

1 while

SR ESNEY. " L R —

b~ e-‘—“.w U o

ot our men and in the wourdmg r)f
| many ef the ememy* said Cnl-
| -Cinlito Sobejana, head of an anti-
| terror task force m +he uouthﬂrn e
| istands. - S

=t

¢ He said the government wgﬁ
auangmg witi. the German -
Embassy 1o repatriatée Kantnei"s

body for burlal.  ~ ~aE :_;
- Marine Special Operations Group

* were sent to the area after

Rantper’s romaimns are. m a
ulitary hospital morgue in Ruhy
- officials -

May. Gen Carlito Galvez Jr,
commm}del of Western Mindanao
Commd ~ {Wesmincom),
retterite&"the government's
“deepesi dymputhies” to the family
of Kantyer as he vowed to stilize
ail necessary respurces Lo rescue
the remaining Abu Sayyaf
hostages

. *Onvee again, the command
axpresses its deepest sympathy to
the fapmly of Mr Kantner” said

 Galves

"Rest assmed u,ha,t the AFP

_ {Armes Forces of the Philippives)

and the antire Westmmcoit w:ll
maximize all ineans and -{ioris
to resene the vemammng ladnapped

i victims;” he stressed. %

Focused military operations

_are gontinuing in the provinees uf

Sule aud Basdan %o destroy the

: Abu Sayyaf which 1s still holding

more than 30 hostages. mosth

foreighers. :
Sobejans, meanwhile, 3dld fowr
mare Abu Savval bandite weie

_Su’iﬁ, yesterday morning

prepare.?
doeumentfaiion for iransporting
! the body, authorities said. = -

i b -

" Jilled while Pl hxghnp:aWeredT
- firearms were seized after Marne

forces clashed with the terrorist
_ band m the outskirts of Talipan,

He added ~ the latest
eneeuntered oceurrad along
Barangay Lumlpad a:round 4 30
a, m & o) e e i e

SobeJana said elememts of the
641:he Marine Company of the

reports of the presence of the Abu
Sayyaf terrorists in the plar-e

~ since Satur day.

‘Heavy firefight shortly after the_

" ‘Marines arrived in the area, said

Westmnecom spokesman Capt. Jo-
ann Petinglay
- “The Abus immediately
scampered to different directions
when the fighfing started and
imin ‘dately fled to the area of
encounter,” she added. =
~ After scoyring the encounter
site, Petinglay said the Marines
found four dead Abu Sayyaf
fighters and seven high-powered
tirearms mcluding two M-208 and
two MR rifles
- There was no reported
sasualry on the goveinment side
Eaciier op Friday, 10 Abn
Sayyat bandits were also killed
during an encounrer with pursuing
guvernmeni troeps m Barangay

“lgasan, Patikul also i Suli

Mr  Duterte las carlier
apologized ior failing to save
Kaniner and said the ralitary had
stenped np operations against the
mulitanis. . ! AFP
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4 ABUS muEn IN SULU BATILE

By Philip C, Tubeza
@pctubezalNQ =~ -

Government treops killed four
Abu Savyaf bandits in stepped-
up operations on Sunday morn-
ing in Sulu province following
the beheading of their elderly
German hostage last week, the
military said.

Members of the G4th Marme
. Company, Marine Special Opera-
tions Group, were conducting

military operations mn Maimbung’

town when they encountered the
bandits, according to the West-
ern Mindanao Command (West-
mincom)

_ “These successes would not
be possible if not for the swift
" reaction of the troops and the
_help of the informants,” said
! Mag Gen Carllto Galvez Jr., the

Cae Westmmcom chief

" “Qur troops are more than
motivated to go after these bari- -
dits' who know nothing but to
vichmize innocent cwvilians for

- their own personal gain,” he said.

“Rest assured that your
troops will not stop until these
bandits surrender and are no
longer able to create havoc and
fear in the communities,” he
added. ;
Col. Cirilito Sobe;ana, chlef
of Joint Task Force Sulu, -said:
the Marines were deployed at
Barangay Lumipad, Talipao, Su-
Iu, after informants reported
the presence of the bandits
there on Satwmday night .

A heavy fire fight erupted
shortly after the Marines arrved
‘inthe area at about 4:30 a.m. on
Sunday, themilitary said. Ny
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Troops recover remains of Abu Sayyaf's
German captive

By Roel Parefio

The brisf vigen rouiated on the intemet by the SITE intelligence Group that momitors jihadi websiles, was the Tirst sign
trat the militants proceeded with therr threat 1o kit Kantner. SITE intel Group via AP

ZAMBOANGA CITY — Government troops recovered the remains of the Abu Sayyaf's German hostage
Saturday afternoon, almost a week after he was beheaded in in the town of Indanan, Sulu, a ground military
commander said Sunday.

Col. Cirllito Sobejana, commander of the Joint Task Force Sulu (JTFS), said pursuing troops recovered the
remains of 70-year-old Juergen Gustav Kantner about 5:45 p.m. at Sitio Talibang, Barangay Buanza.

“it's positive it was the remains of the German hostage,” Scbejana said.

According to the military official, the remains were recovered after the continued search and retrieval

operations.
“The remains of Kantner were recovered approxii*nate!y on the same spot where he was executed by the Abu

Sayyaf group,” Sobejana said.

intelligence report that broke hours after the Abu Sayyaf beheaded Kantner last February 26, revealed the
militants executed their captive at Sitio Talibang, Barangay Buanza barely 30 minutes after the 3 p.m. deadiine
ultimatum lapsed for the payment of the P30 million ransom.

Barangay Buanza is said to be a village where the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) maintain a strong
presence.

Sobejana said, the remains, including the severed head and body, were still intact.

Troops immediately brought the remains to the military hospital morgue in Camp Teodulfo Bautista in
Barangay Bus-bus, Jolo where police Scene of the Crime Operatives (SOCO) conducted the post mortem

examination, Sobsjana said.
He said they were completing all the needed documentations. The remains are schediled to be transported to

Manila on Sunday and would be subsequently turned over to the German Embassy.
Meanwhile, Sobejana said relentless pursuit operations are ongoing against the Abu Sayyaf.
“Tuloy-tuioy ang pursuit, and as we speak troops are being inserted on the ground to maintain the relentless

operations,” Sobejana said.
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20 ASG bandits killed in 2-week intense
military operations

PNA

Relentless military operations against the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) in the island provinces of Sulu and Basilan
have so far killed 20 bandits, the Western Mindanao Command {WestMinCom) here said on Sunday.

On Saturday, the military reported that 16 Abu Sayyaf members have been killed, whife four were
apprehended in the span of two weeks. The bandits’ death tol! increased to 20 on Sunday, following & pre-
dawn operation that resulted in the killings of four more bandits.

“These successes would not be possible if not for the swift reaction of the troops and the help of the
informants,” Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., Westmincom chief, said in & statement on Sunday.

“Our troops are more than motivated to go after these bandits who know nothing but to victimize innocent
civilians for their own personal gain,” Galvez added, who oversee the operations of military against terror
groups in the entire Western Mindanao and Central Mindanao.

Col. Cirilito Sobejana, commander of the Joint Task Force Sulu, said Sunday’s operation was carried our upon
a tipped off from civilians, who informed them of the presence of the Abu Sayyaf bandits in Talipao.

“Heavy firefight erupted shortly after the marines arrived in the area about 4:30 this morning. The Abu Sayyaf
bandits immediately scampered to different directions when the fighting started and immediately fied the area

of encounter,” Sobejana said.
Troops recovered the bodies of the four slain Abu Sayayaf members, and recovered seven high-powered

firearms.
“As of press time, skirmishes are still ongoing with the marines on hot pursuit operation to the fleeing Abus,”

Sobejana said.
On Friday, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte visited Jolo to show its support to the ongoing military operations

and boost the morale of its troops.
The president gave medals to the 18 wounded military personnel inside 3 military hospitat.
“The awarding and the personal visit of the President to our wounded soldiers motivated them more to fight

these bandits,” Galvez said.

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, Westmincom information officer, said there is a possibility that the numbers of the slain
Abu Sayyaf bandits could rise further as the military continue its operations in the two island provinces.

Galvez said the military intensified its operations against Abu Sayyaf bandits following the beheading of

Juergen Gustav Kantner on February 26.
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Gov't to leave 'no stone unturned’ in fight vs
terror

Alexis Romero

Germar hostage Juérgen Gustav Kaniner holds a flag decianng “This 's my last hour' i a phuio twested on Dec 29, 2016
by iuser @TerrorEvenis

MANILA, Philippines — The government would leave no stone unturned in the fight against terrorism,
Malacafiang said Sunday, following the discovery of the body of the German kidnap victim beheaded by bandit
group Abu Sayyaf last month.

Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella said the government is “resolved as ever” to address the threats posed
by terrorism.

“President Duterte has declared time and again that terrorism is the twin scourge of narco-politics, and that this
govemment will leave no stone unturned in squarely addressing the evils of extremism and plain banditry,”
Abella said in a statement.

‘Rest assured these mindless acts will not go unpunishad,” he added.

Abella said the Philippine government is saddened by the beheading of Kantner, which he described as g
“modern-day cruelty.”

“We reiterate our sincere sympathies to the family of Mr. Kantner, as well as to the rest of the Geman people
for this modern-day cruelty,” he said.

Kantner was beheaded by the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu on Feb. 26, 2017, aimost four months after he was
kidnapped by the terrorist group. His remains were discovered Saturday night by the Marine Battalion Landing
Team 3 in Sitio Talibang, Barangay Buanza in Indanan, Sulu.

About two dozen soldiers were hurt while 16 Abu Sayyaf bandits were killed, six were wounded and four
others were capiured during the government forces’ search and retrieval operations, the military said.

Duterte has apologized to Germany for the government’s failure to save the life of Kantner.

“l am very sorry that the hostage, a national of your country, has been beheaded. | sympathize with the family,

| commiserate with the German people,” the president said last February 28.

‘I would like to say something to the family and to the government that we really tried our best. We have been
there, the military operation has been going on for some time already and but we have failed and so that has o

be admitted,” the president added.
“There’s nothing wrong in admitting a failure but it's a matter of policy that we do not surrender to the demands

of paying ransom.”
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Marines kill 4 more ASG bandits

Another four Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) bandits were killed while seven high-powered firearms were seized as
troops from the 64th Marine Company clashed with the brigands in Sulu Sunday early moming.

Government security forces were conducting focused military operations in Barangay Lumipad, Talipao,
Maimbung i response o reports that the bandiis were gathering inthe area.

In the ensuing encounter, four of the ASG were killed, forcing the reminder to scamper for cover, Joint Task
Force Sulu commander Col. Cirilito Sobejana said.

“After scouring the site of encounter, marines found four dead bodies of the ASG members and recovered
seven high powered firearms (which includes two M-16s and two M-203s),” he added.

With Sunday’s encounter, the number of ASG bandits killed by government forces within the last 72 hours has
climbed to 14.

Last Friday, Joint Task Force Sulu battled an estimated 120 of the bandits, reportedly led by Radullan Sahiron,
at Barangay Igasan, Patikul town around 9 a.m. '

In the two-hour engagement, 10 ASG bandits were killed and undetermined number wounded,

As this deveiops, Western Mindanac Command (WMC) head Major Gen. Carlito Galvez lauded 64th Marine
Company for their successes against the bandit group and the civilians who gave them the timely information.

“Our troops are more than motivated to go after these bandits who know nothing but to victimize innocent
civilians for their own personai gain,” he added.
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China to further modernize military to
safeguard sovereignty, security

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang said on Sunday that China will continue to revolutionize and modernize its
national defense and armed forces by strengthening maritime and air defense to safeguard the country’s
sovereignty, seeurity and-interest.

"We will continue to deepen reforms in national defense and the armed forces,” Li said in his 42-page central
government’s report during the opening of the Fifth Session of the 12th National People’s Congress at the

Great Hall of the People here,
Aside from maritime and air defense, Li said China will also strengthen border control and to properly organize

counter-terrorism, safeguarding stability, international peacekeeping and high seas protection efforts.
"We will enhance our capacity for innovation in defense-related science and technology and step up the

development of advanced logistics and equipment,” he said.
Li said miltary-civilian integration will also be intensified and strengthen national defense mobilization and

readiness of reserve forces.
"We at every level of government should take more solid and vigorous steps to support the reform and

development of our national defense and armed forces,” the Premier said.
Li reported that the government under President Xi Jingping had achieved major breakthroughs in the reform

of national defense and military.
“We made fresh progress and new achievements in our work to make the military more revolutionary, modermn

and well-structured,” he said.
Li said the government’s goal this year to continue military modernization is in fine with Communist Party of

China (CPCY)'s objective of strengthening the armed forces in a new era,
"We will boost military training and preparedness, so as to ensure that the sovereignty, security and

development interest of China are resoclutely and effectively safeguarded,” Li said.
"We will uphold the Party’s absolute leadership over the armed forces and uphold and implement the system

whereby the Chairman of the Central Military Commission assumes overall responsibility over military affairs,”

he added.
President Xi Jinping is also chairman of the Central Military Commission and secretary general of CPC, the

country’s ruling political party.
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Philippine military plans acquisition of missile
system

Joel Dizon

In 2015, the Armed Forces of the Philippines and Department of National Defense prioritized the procurement
of force protection equipment, radios, marksman rifies, and night fighting systems for the Philippine Army

The re-prioritization that thime was made due to rapid change in the internal security landscape. The multi-
billion missile system was then moved to AFP modernization’s second horizon which is set to begin 2018.

Last week, Army commanding general Lieutenant General Glorioso Miranda said the acquisition of missile
systam is on planning stage.

“There’s a plan — but we have to address first the needs of our soldiers in the field for them to be highly
effective in addressing internal security threats,” Miranda said as quoted by Philstar.com. The acquisition of
missile system is still slated in AFP modernization second horizon.

“Now we have brand new rifles, tanks and medical kits and equipment but we need to still beef up the soldiers’
survivability in combat,” he added.

In November 2016, Israel Military Industries (IMI) and Israel Aerospace Industries (IAN-ELTA jointly conducted
a live-fire demonstration in Israel to show Philippine defense and military officials how Israeli missile system

works.
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