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Gov't troops reach out to NPA-infested area

From the Philippine Information Agency (Mar 8): Gov't troops reach out to NPA-infested area

.STO. NINO, Cagayan - - Despite series of encounters with the communist New People's Army (NPA) -
here, members of the 17th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army based in Alcala town recently
brought medical and dental services fo the conflict-affected barangays here.

Lieutenant Colonel Rembert R. Baylosis, commanding officer of the 17th IB. said the medical and civic
action mission aimed at bringing the government services nearer to the people especially those who

have been affected and displaced by the armed conflict,

Baylosis said aside from free medicines and check-ups, residents also availed of the soidiers’ free hair

cutting and male circumcision services,

“We are not program implementers, however, we can be instramental in bringing in government
services to the remotest barangavs,” the commanding officer said, adding that they, too, can refer o the
concerned agencies the needed services and interventions of the peopie in threatened areas,

He assured the public that they can always count on government troops not only in keeping their places safe
and secured but alsc towards the attainment of continuous local development.

Baylosis said the same activities will be conducted in other piaces here in the coming months.

hitp://news.pia.gov.ph/articlel/view/461488173846/gov-t-troops-reach-out-to-npa-infested-area

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Army challenges Karapatan: File cases if you have proof

From the Mindanao Times {Mar 6); Army chalienges Karapatan: File cases if you have proof

THE 10TH Infantry Division challenged progressive group Karapatan to go beyond mere propaqanda _

" and file appropriate charges against the soldiers it believed to have committed crimes against

civilians.

Capt. Rhyan Batchar, the spokesperson of 10th 1D, said that the PNP in Alabel, Sarangani already filed
criminal charges against eight captured communist guerillas, and trust the process of the court to

determine guilt or innocence.

The eight rebels are now under the custody of the Alabel police.
“Press statements are not the right venue 1o correct injustices except for propaganda purposes only to
discredit the success of AFP units, thus validating the tactical victories of government forces,” he said.

it can be recalled that the 73rd Infantry Battalion engaged in a series of firefighis the NPA Guerrilla

Front 71 in Little Baguig, Malita, Davao Occidental and Barangay Datal Angdas. Alabel, Sarangani last

February 8 and 11, respectively.

One soldier. identified as Pfc, Ricky Subere. wag wounded while eight NPA rebels were capiured,
seven of them still clutching their high-powered firearms, in the Sarangani encounter,

Subsequent to the ¢lashes, 15 NPA regulars and nine NPA Milisya ng Bayan (MB)} members
surrendered fo the local government and the 73rd IB. They also brought with them five high-powered

firearms.
Batchar said they expected Karapnatan to cry foul after the NPA sustained some casualties in the recent

clashes with government troops.

Meanwhile, Karapatan and the SOS Network blamed the military for the death of couple Leonila and Ramon
Pesadilla, members of Compostela Farmers Association, on Thursday iast week. They left behind their 5-year-

oid grandscn.

The couple also reportadly donated their land where the Lumad school Salugpongan Community Learning

Center was erected.

Rius Valle, SOS Network spokesperson, claimed that in the span of one month three key contributors on the
establishment of Lumad schocls were Killed.

Emelito Rotimas, a purok chairman, was shot by two men riding in tandem last Feb 6, 2017 in front of five
Lumad students just cutside their campus.

“I could only imagine the trauma it left to the chitd” Valle said, referring to the grandson of the slain couple.

http://mindanactimes.net/army-challenges-karapatan-file-cases-if-you-have-proof/
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»The Armed Forces has repeatedly
mentioned that the solution to the sys-

By ROEL PARENO ‘

e - temic problem besetting this part of our

7 AMBOANGA CITY — Nine members country does not lie on military solutions

of the Abu Sayyaf including two wives alone,” Padilla said at the Kapihan sa
Manila Bay forum hetd at Café Adriatico

of the group’s ieaders were Kkilled during

clashes between government troops and in Manila last week.

“First we'te trying to address the law-

the bandits since last Sunday in Maim-

bung, Suly, the military said. lossness. Second, the capacity or capabitity

Gome 15 other bandits were wounded of these threats that are existing. We are
trying to make their worlds smaller now

in the ongoing operations lau led b

the Marj;%eg Sgpegal Op eratiOIZl; groug by our continuing, unrelentless operations

(MSOG) under 6ath Marine C not only on land but also at sea,” he said.
e Lompany Padilla, however, said the Abu Sayyat

Amonyg those killed in the encounter at si- _ Y )

tio Tundun, Barangay Ipil, Maimbung town and the kidnapping problem stems from

were the wives of Abu Sayyaf sub-leader the desire for 2asy money earned from

Jinad Idang Susukan and Aktar Susukan criminal activities like abducting people
The Marines Special O H : and demanding ransor.

P perations Group “And the money that they get out of

initially attacked the Abu Sa

about 21:30 am Sunday and zgiéiggrS%ﬁ al} these incidents is no joke. And it can
four militants killed and seven high- ; 4
powered rifles recovered.

- Governmerit troops launched the offen- R ”’-”f{ow do vou change that Thindset?
{:‘:thtE ;aséwe;ik afné:l ha?; reportedly resulted We need to h);ve at‘ver% comprehensivé
in . VELY &
and ;1 oet?\ o rsow Oﬁﬁé;?ayyaf members apprpach to the problem here that will
‘ t};t lieast 28 folﬁliers were alsc wounded igz%;r;c;iihe gsigf C{ the consciousness of
in it . ’ A -
Mzaivifs}tzifeasthees Armed Forces of th ~ Padilla expressed belief that one of the
Philippines (:&FP} claimed t}f ; Oi. 12 solutions could be the establishment ofa
natine the Abu S ¢ and at eiumi- goodeducation rOgrar that will protect
Kid g ayyal ana stopping s children from the Pyirus” infecting the
1€ nap-for-ransorn activities 18 & COm- . minds of adults who have resorted to
pi§§a:ted f;ssue Ehai: cannot be solved by violence to earn MONey.
military force alone. ; '
. . He said the government should pro-
T . £ P
Paﬁzlg i%ii?gﬁa—i rtl%.hgen. Restituto vide opportunities for the people 50 that
bad to address ) government they will have alternatives like jobs that
want 1o end ti’trc})jx,?vl'? Za}; ;ﬁt someb;iepplg cant sustain their families whic should
dandestine] gheasy money obtaine be enough to have them turm away from
. ¥ what they are doing and be afraid of the
rule of law.

] think the President is very much
aware of this,” he added, citing for ex-
ample how President Duterte met with
some business leaders and had dinner
with them in Malacafiang o discuss the
issue of possible public-private partner-
ship in the Sulu archipelago.
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Padilla said some corporations wish-
ing to remain anonymous want to help
and are already extending assistance in
the medical area, power, and potential
agricultural sources of livelihood.

He admitted, however, that such so-
lutions cannot be rushed and shouid be |
done while the military and the police
help ensure a secure environment.

Meanwhile, the Philippine National
Police (PNP) urged netizens to stop shar- !
ing video clips of the recovery of the
body of German kidnap victim Juergen
Gustav Kantner who was beheaded by
Abu Savyaf bandits.

“Kantner rightfully deserves human
dignity even in such gruesome death
while his family and friends deserve re-
spect in this time of grief,” read the PNP
statement released last Sunday. - With
Michael Punongbayan, Lino de la Cruz
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The Manila Times

BY. FERMAN MARASIGAN

E military believes that the demise
of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is
imminent because government troops

have driven.out the bandits from their lairs
“and have surrounded the terrorists.

" Reports reaching the military
- headguarters in Camp Agui-
~-naldo in Quezon City said that
five more Islamic militants
.were killed as government
forces continue to pound the
stropgholds of the group in
Sulu following the beheading

of a German sailor.

. Among those killed, accord-

ing to Col. Cirilito Sobejana,
commander of the Armed Forc-
es of the Philippines [AFP)
Joint Task Force Sulu, was Jaber
Susukan, brother of ASG sub-

commander Idang Susukan,

who was sericusly wound.
ed. Anocther sub-commander
said to be cose to ASG leader
Radullan Sahiron was critically
wounded, the military said.

This brought to 14 the number
of jihadists killed since security
forces launched pursuit operations
against the terrorist group that
executed Jurgen Kantner.

Kantner's body was found in
the village of Buanza in Indanan
town Sunday.

Sporadic clashes continued or

"Monday as security forces sur-

rounded the enemies’ position,
“Our operations continue. Actu-

Page: _H)

ally, we have them surrounded,
hopefuily the result will be better
fater on,” Sobejana said,

Fe admitted that soldiers are
having a hard time because of the
rough terrain.

"Troops are buried up to the waist
in mud because it is a mangrove
area, [t is reaily challenging, But the
troops are there,” Sobejana added.

“Right now we are holding their
strongholds, they are outside their
comfort zones, that's why it's easier
for us to defeat them because they've
beén driven into areas where they

“do not enjoy the suppott of the

community,” he said..
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. ORT DEL PILAR, Bagmo- City-=As if
s 1o underline this year’s celebration of the
M Women’s Month in March, eight of the top
10 graduatmg cadets of the Philippine Mxhtary
Academy this year are fernales; mcluding the

class topnotcher, as they provide inspiration to -
';:.;fother females who wish to enter the Academy

:f;who traces her roots int ':_Flardeh'
';.za, Ban_gad Cabanatuan City.

* March 12, 2017, at the academy’s
: Borromeo grounds.

Her father, Mariel P. Mar-
tinez, is a barangay councilman
in their place while her mother,

- Ruby V. Martmez is a business-

raise Rovi Malrel and two other'

- siblings.

“T was about to- qu:t wher T

' " -was a sophomore cadet becanse I
“was not used to do strenuous ex-
+ercises. which we were required..
.-to-do daily but-T was' made o
= .reahze that T.am still: iucky bé:
g cause of the thotisands of young:
“'sters-wanting te enter the:Acad-
017 s set to receive the: coveted
Pres;dennal Saber from Pres1—-
: - military school,” Martinez said, -
“ Aside from the Presidential

emy, F was one of the few who -
was able fo enter the premier.

thed as a stu ert

“sistant while pursuing het’ RL.-":-;
countancy course at the Caba-
‘natugn-baséd Araulis Univer-

sity when she saw._a poster of
e Phihppmg M]h’rary Acad-

cadets 10 are males while 63

Eiv females A total of 58 males.
and 32 females are-set to jointhe
Philippine Army, 20 males and
13 females will joz‘n“the-?hi}ip—"_»

o - trammg for ‘future ‘soldiers and
WIthout hemtatmn Martmez:
applied for the exammat:on and
handﬂy passed andwas ace epted_'_' '
ier mili h ;

i Force maies. '
and: {8 females wxll }om the thl~

'1ppme Navy.:

‘Martinez, who apted to JOH}

‘the- Navy, adv;sed thgz ynuth

Jearn 1o sacrifice’ to be able 10 |
_abhieve thexr dream to become -

P : ; L
because I was able 16 -fulﬁﬂ h1s

“: dreams. T-will treasure this suc-

cess with him because if not’ f01

“his prodding; then Twillnotbe'a

graduate of the Academy,” Maz'~
tmez said. o o

“the
"Social Sciences. Plaque, Navw
' Professional
~the JUSMAG Award; - Associa- |
" tion of Generals and. Flag offic-
Cers {AGFO) Award, Spanisk and.

- Sabet, Martinez, this year’s cum

Taude, is also set to be award-
ed the Philippine Navy Saber,
Academic Group Award,

Courses  Plaque,

the -Australian Defense Fm‘;ce
Awards, :
-As 2 young girl, Martinez was

:told that his. father had wanted

‘become d@ soldier but failed.

-.:’.His father's. failure to. fulfill %ns__.-j
“personal’ dream had instilled in -
“Her young mind the'thought that -
‘given the.chance to become'a |

full-pledged military personnel,

-she.will. grab. the “opportunity

without any reservation. -
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The best of ‘sm. The top 10 of
centey, standing), and other awardees.

First Class Rovi Mairel Martinez {
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8 women.in. PMA Class of 2017 Top 10~

From ABS-CBN (Mar 6): 8 women in PMA Class of 2017 Top 10

Seven of the top graduates of the Philippine Military Academy Class of 2017. Photo by Micaella llao, ABS-CBN News

Eight women are graduating top of their class at the country's premier mititary school,

The Philippine Military Academy Class of 2017 is led by a female valedictorian. Rovi Mairei Valino Martinez of
Cabanatuan City.

The PMA Salaknib Class of 2017 top 10 are as follows:

1, Rovi Mairel Valino Martinez, Gabanatuan City

2. Philip Modesto Viscata, Ligao City Albay

3. Eda Glis Buansi Marapao, Baguio City

4, Cathleen Jovie Santiano Baybayan, $an Fernando Pampanga
5. Carlo Emmanuel Manalasan Canlas, Pampanga

6. Shiela Joy Ramiro Jallorina, Bagabag Nueva Viscaya

7. Sheil Marie Calonge De Guzman, Manaoag Pangasinan

8. Joyzy Mencias Funchica, Butuan City

9. Resie Jezreel Arrocena Hucalla, Compostella Valley
10.Catherine Mae Emeteric Gonzales, Zamboanga City

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Six of the top graduates of the Philippine Military Academy Ciass of 2017, Photo by Micaella lfac. ABS-CBN News

They are set to graduate along with the rest of their batch on Sunday. Their graduation shall also mark President Rodrigo
Duterte’s first PMA graduation ceremony as a commandsr-in-chief.

Republic Act No. 7192 granted women in the Philippines equal access to the service academies, and the first batch of
female cadets were accepted into the PMA on Aprii 1893,

According to the official website of the PMA, the number of female cadets accepted has since been limited to not more
than 5 percent of the total number of cadets entering the Academy at any one time.

Female cadets have graduated with the classes of 1987, 1998, 1999, and 2000.

The first femate cadet to graduate top of her class is Ariene A. Dela Cruz of the Class of 1999. She had also received
several awards upon her graduation, inciuding the Prasidential Saber, Philippine Navy Award, Navy Courses Plague,

Social Sciences Plagusg, and the Humanities Plaque.

htn://news.abs-chn.com/news/03/06/17/8-worm en-in-pma-class-of-2017-top-10
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4 ASG slain in continuous military operations in
Sulu

www.dwdd.com

Four Abu Sayyaf Group members were killed by the government troops in an intensified military
operation of the Armed Forces of the Phifippines in Sufu. This is in relation to the beheading incident

of Juergen Kantner, the German hostage of the Abu Sayyaf Group.

The 64" Marine Company, Marine Special Operations Group were immediately deployed after
receiving a report about the presence of bandits in the area, said Col. Cirilito Sobejana, head of the

Joint Task Force Sulu.

According to Western Mindanao Command (WesMinCom), the Marines were conducting mifitary
operations in the town of Maimbung when they encountered the rebel group.

Major General Carlito Galvez Jr. Commander of WestMinCom also praised the success of the
operation because of the alertness of the military froops with the help of their informants.

On the other hand, according to the interview of DWDD with Brigadier General Restituto Padilla,
spokesperson of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the successful result of the encounter is a good

score for the Philippine Marine troops.

He also added that pursuit operation and clearing of the area were continuous on Sunday and the
reports of the outcome of the follow-up operations are still expected. ~CAT
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DND in the market for 8M rounds of finished 7.62mm
components

__From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 8): DND in the market for 8M rounds of finished 7.62mm
o onts _ ds of finished 7.62mm |

The Department of National Defense (DND) is allocating some PHP183.2 million for the acquisition of 8
million finished 7.62mm components.

The money will be sourced from DND/Government Arsenal through General Appropriation Act Fiscal
Year 2017. said DND-Bids and Awards Committee {BAC) vice chair Director Marito 1. Yoro in a bid
bulletin posted at the Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System website.

Winning bidders are required to deliver the items within 180 days from the receipt of Contract and Notice to

Proceed.

The 7.62mm is the round used to arm the military's sniper rifies and light machine guns.

Bidders should have compieted, within the last five years from the date of submission and receipt of bids, a
single largest similar completed contract equivalent fo at least 25 percent of the above-mentioned contract.

Bid opening is scheduled on March 16, 10 a.m. at the DND-BAC Conference Room, Basement. Right
Wing, DND Building, Camp Aguinaido, Quezon City.
http:/www.pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1 &rid=968400
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Military coordinating with traditional Mindanao leaders to
defeat ASG threat

-.From the Philippine News Agency.(Mar 6); Military coordinating with fraditional Mindanao leaders t0. ..o

defeat ASG threat

To deny the Abu Sayvaf Group (ASG) bandits their traditional harboring communities, the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) announced that it is connecting with the “Indigenous Muslim
Traditional Leadership” to seek suppert for the Duterte administration's ongoing campaign violent

extremism.

AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said dialogue with fraditional Mindanao leaders
is part of their "convergence approach” which includes usage of military force and civil relation

actions in defeating the bandit group.

He added taiks with these local leaders are vital as it ensures the protection of vulnerable communities
against ASG infiltration through violent ideology.

“Byinvolving Indigenous Muslim Leaders in'Mindanzo, we are a step closer in dissolving the terror
qroup’s mass base support and prevent them from recruiting new members.” Arevalo pointed out.

Talks with an estimated 450 Muslim leaders, inciuding those from various Mindanao sultanates and royal
clans, took place tast March 2 to 4 at the Royal Mandaya Hotel in Davao City.

Arevalo said the Muslim leaders were headed by Suitan Abdulaziz Salem Mastura Kudarat V, the 25th Sultan

of Maguindanao.

hitp:/iwww.pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=18&rid=869335
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