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nmommg : aiong w1th ngh!sy?
fawyer’Szgfrld Fortun, and met
with NBI Dn'ector Dante Gler—.

. out an hour and feft: to_
i harve lunch before his 2 pa
meetmg with Justice” Secretary;
V1tahano AguirreIl ‘.
. Accompanied by Fort:un,:
Wongchukmg spoke ~with
Agu:{rre and Gierranina closed—
doar meetmg at the DOJ office, .
;A Sotiree close to Wﬂngchuk-
mg said the Mighty owner went
16 the NBToffice to “grant Gier-
“ran's mvxtanon ” Gierrancalled
upa friend, who.could’ “bndge"
the NBI to the tycoon; “and
asked: "Maybe he [Wongchuk-
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BY VICTOR REYES .

THIRTYMSEVEN members of the

Abu Sayyaf havebeen killed and 37
others were either apprehended,
captured or have serrendered since
January when the military leader-
ship set a six-month deadline to
defeat the graup.

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, spokes-
person of the military’s Western
‘Mindanao Command, said the
number shows that the Armed
-Forces is on track to defeating the
Abu Sayyaf within the timelitie.

“As a result of series of encoun-
ters and decisive operations, we
neutralized many members of the
Abu Sayyaf. Based on our reports,
32 {group membets) wete already
kifled, though we recovered only
14 bodies,” said Petinglay.

Petinglay said 13 Abu Sayyaf

The Nationhal Newspaper

two others have surréndered, Also;”
she reported that 22 other mer-. -
bets of the group were injured in

armed engagement with soldiers.

‘The military stepped up its of-
fensive against the Abu Sayyaf
in January after AFP chief -Gen.
Eduardo Ano vowed to defear
the ASG, the Maute Group and
the Bangsamoto Islamic Freedom
Fighters in six months.

Petinglay said they are confident
of defeating the Abu Sayyaf within
the timeframe. The Abu Sayyaf has

about 300 to 400 members, mostly’

based in Suln where the group is
keeping 31 foreign and Filipino
kidnap victims,

“We ate positive on that as long
as we have the support of the
LGUs (local government units),”
said Petinglay. “We dont reaily have

5

from theirkidnapping activities, we
would have aleady won the fight. We
dont reallyneed to kill all the mem-
bers of the Abu Sayyaf,” she said.

Nine of 32 slain Abu Sayyaf
were killed in'on and off skir-
mishes in Maimbung town in Sulu
which broke out last Sunday. One
of the fatalities was Jaber Susukan,
brother'of Abu Sayyaf sub-leader
Idang Susukan,

Idang Susukan, who is said to be
close to senior Abu Sayyaf leader
Radullan Sahiron, was reported to
have been “seriously” wounded in
the fighting, Col. Cirilito Sobejana,
commander of the Joint Tak Force
Suln, eatlier said.

Petinglay said they received

Page:
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reports that the Abu Sayyaf men
encountered last Sunday are'hold-

- ing 12 kidnap victims. Governmeflt

forces are still continuing with purt +
suit operations against the flecing’
bandits as of yesterday. LM

Yesterday, Defense Secretary

- Delfin Lorenzana led 2 dialogue with®™

local government officials of Sulu it
Jolo town to address the Abu Sayyaf”
problem. Top military officials
joined Lorenzana in the dialogue:
During the dialogue, Petingla§”
said [ocal officials gave their inputys
on how to end the Abu Sayyaf ="
known for bombings, kidnappingsht

- and beheading of kidnap victims,

“They talked about the problem§”
and solutions...In the end, we got
their commitment to help us (in the"
fight against the ASG)...They are 10011
percent committed,” she said of the
local government officials. 19}
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www.inguirer.net

Militiaman hurt in clash with rebels in Camarines Sur

By: Belfin T. Mallari Jr. - @inguirerdotnet
Inguirer Seuthern Luzon-/ 07:00-PM-March 07, 2017

LUCENA CITY — A still unknown government militiaman was slightly wounded in an encounter
between government forces and a band of suspected New People’s Army (NPA) rebels in Goa town in

Camarines Sur province on Tuesday, a military spokesman said.

Major Virgilio Perez Jr., public information officer of the military’s Southern Luzon Command (Solcom),
said troopers from the Army’s 83rd Infantry Battalion engaged an estimated 20 communist guerillas in a
firefight in Barangay Tabogon around 1 p.m. The soldiers recovered three caliber .45 pistols and

materials for the production of improvised explosive devices in the encounter site.

In Quezon province, at least four NPA rebels were killed in another encounter in San Francisco town on

Tuesday afternoon.

“We extend our deepest sympathy to the bereaved families of the NPA killed in the encounter,” Lt.

General Ferdinand Quidilla, Solcom commander, said in a statement,

Quidilia said the state security forces will continue to adhere to the President’s order to wage war
against NPA rebels "who continue to conduct violent attacks against the soldiers and the public”.

Perez said Solcom appealed to NPA rebels to lay down their arms and “stop the senseless fighting
against fellow Filipinos and participate on a more peaceful resolution of armed conflict through localized

peace talks.” JE
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www.inguirer.net
4 suspected rebels killed in Quezon clash

By: Delfin T. Mallari Jr. - fringuirerdgtnet
1 / 05:52 PM: March 07, 2017

INQUIRER FILE PHOTO _
LLICENA CITY — Four suspected New People’'s Army (NPA) rebels were kilied in an encounter with government

forces in San Francisco town in Quezon province, Tuesday afternoon, an Army official said.
Col. Lenard Agustin, commander of the Army’s 201st Infantry Brigade, said troopers engaged a band of more
than 20 heavily armed communist guerillas in Sitio Umagos in Barangay (vilage) Mabunga around 2 p.m.

Citing initial reports from the combat site, he said four rebeis were killed in the encounter.

“There's body count,” he said in a phone interview, but he said he had not received information on the identities

and gender of the fatalities. No one was hurt among government soldiers.

Agustin said the soldiers also recovered two AK 47 rifies and an M16 left behind by the rebels who hurriedly

escaped. Combined military and police forces are conducting hot pursuit operations. SFMirga

%
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 Former AFP chief named fohead NIA |

PRESIDENT Duterte yesterday zppointed fommer
_ Armed Forces chief Ricardo Viszyz as head of the
National Ittigation Admitistration (NIA). .

The President, in a chance interview at the"

sidelines 'of the series of Department of Agti-
cultuse-related events held in Malacafiang, said

he had to carefolly choose who would head the

agency as it involved 2 P150 hillion-budget. -
Visaya will seplace Peter Lavifia, who resigned a8

NIA chief ast week arnid allegations of costuption.
Vigaya retired as the 48th AFP chief last Decerm-

ber. Hig yas succeeded by General Eduardo Afio.

s

'Aiﬁoﬁg’ the ".p'o.s'iﬁo'ns e held in’
includé heading ‘the Southetn’ Luzon Coas

(el

The National Newspaper

Page: $Z _

id in the miﬁtﬁry

‘mand, assistant division commander of the 6th

‘Infantry Division in Cotabato, and commander

of the 104t Brigade in Sultan Kudarat.—- -~

. He was also the ground commander in Tatlac -

and Pampanga when the Haciendz Luisita mas-
sacre happened in 2004,

Malacafiang also arinounced the appointment
of mote than 50 persons in government and
the promotion of six police officers.

. The list of new appointments was led by

|3

~formet ée‘ﬁétéf-ﬁh&;f.péﬁéi’ executive secretary
© Alberto Romiilo as mernbet of the board of dig
 rectors of the Development Bank of the Phil-

5
:

ippities (DBP). He réplaces Jose Nunez J. andi
will sezve a term tntil June 30, 2017, -
" Other appointess inciude fofrner heslth secretnry}

aid former Civil Setvice Comnmission head Franciscoy
. Dugue I as membek of the board of trustees of the

Government Setvice Insurance Corpotation (GSIS)!
and former Philippine Army Commander Reynaldo,
Mapagn as membet of the board of the Narth Luizon:
Reitways Corporation. —Jocelyn Montemayor |
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EDuierte talked»abtau the:pain of having to
] : h"_"'asparbof}u Cabi

in government Ui er his term
o if he s hurt: by his.
Diuterte rephed CINOLTEIUSE
“Agriculture- Secretary’ Emm niuel - ruptonisst
Pm@l said Duterte announced Visaya's chief, =]
appomtment during a. Cabinet mieeting

Maureen ‘Siieo
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The Nationa! ewspaper

restatt 1o the peace negotxations

He declined to give details, say- -
" ing be does not want to “spoil”

the peace efforts. He made the
disclosure in a chance interview at
the sidelines of a- series of events
of the Department of Agriciiltuze
in Maiacanang,

The . President . last  month-" .-
scrappcd the forrnal peade nepo-

 tiations with the Communist Par- “two’ :
“an Mié nﬂe andan M16 ﬁﬂe

ty ‘of the ‘Philippines-New Peo-
ple’'s Army-Nadonal Democratic
Front following the cancellation
of unilateral ceascﬁres;— ~NPA
ambuscades against government

forces, and because of the: Vs e
munist group’s demand that gov- - -
; oliti- © government’s ceasefire, six NPA,
> _rebels have been killed and eight
: lugh—powercd firearms have been

. : e
I Quezon yesterday, 4 NPA
. revels were killed in a firefight with -

soldiers in San Francisco tows,

._,t Reds qﬂdﬂlg
”fTEKE-q3E1!.J . -

: PR}:SIDEN'I‘ Dutette yesterday.
said “back-channel” negotiatons’
. areongoing: bet;ween government
aid comimunist tebels in'a"hid o’

P f ' : i
Fighter Company were deployed'_

“'to-Sitio Umagos, Barangdy May-
“bunga after the - military” received.

information from’ civiliafis about .
the presence of the NPA 1ebels,

' said 1Lt Xy-zon Meneses; public -

‘affairs officer of fhe Army s 2nd

Infantry Division based in Camp-.
Capinpin jn Tanay, Rizal, = " =

The Arefight erupted - at; a,round
2p.m, in the same bamngay
Duﬁngclemn serationt

Pursiiit operations are ongomg

' The 2nd ID is'in charge“of mifi-

tary-operations in Cavite, Laguna,

Batangas, Rizal, Quezon, Mind-

ore, Marmduquc, and Romblon,
Since the termination of the

recovered in combat operations,
" Meneses said, - Jocelynr Mon-
temayor and Victor Reyes

ke

B2
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: oﬂxers bmt&lly were shot” would pu’c +he’ NDF at*the top, :
: the abductees ‘were in civvie CPP NPA; and allies in'a row under i
ivelihic . he] ,theNDFalsowas acreation
‘propaga . of the CPP; its officers are attached. to"
e NDF panehsts in Eumpe' - the CPp Umted Front Comm:ssmn _.’I‘hat '
control over the N PA guernllas By :

el : ! 4

: : oop presence inrebel . P arm _
iocales though engaged only in civic CPP. That, in a new table of or anization
action, weré hampering the insutgents’ ~ putsthe CPP at the helm, with the NDE |
collection of ”progresszve taxes” from’ and NPA under it. That's Why the NPA -
b1g businesses; : “““need not'abide with ceaSeﬁres deciared '

" Alexandeér Padﬂla shares lessons ' solely by the NDF. - :
from heading the governmen’c peace " For the talks to come etoa peace settle- -

panel during the: ‘previous Aquifio’ ment, Padilla says, the government must
OFEICE OF THE Amadnumsf:ratmn Then, as now, only the:. 1nsxst on 81tt1ng down mi:h the CPPand | Local: 5285, 5205

NDF spoke for the rebei 51de, he says ]g SRR Turn to page 12
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ONLINE REWS
08 MARCH 2017
WwWW.rappler.com

Duterte gov't rejects U. S plans to construct in Palawan air base

EXCLUSIVE: Construction will proceed in two other military bases — Basa Air Base in Pampanga and Lumbia
Air Base in Cagayan de Oro - to implement the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement

DEFENSE DEAL. Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana says the EDCA will be implemented in 2017,
File phote by Martin San Diego/Rappler

The Philippines rejected US plans to build facilities at a military air base that is nearest most of the
disputed islands in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea) — the Bautista Air Base in Palawan —
following President Rodrigo Duterte's order to review implementation of the Enhanced Defense

Cooperation Agreement (EDCA).

But Ph:ifggme Defense Secretarv Delﬂn Lorenzana told Rappier constructlon in two other military

yea'r:” Lorenzana told Rappler on Monday, March 6.

The Basa Air Base is considerably near the disputed Scarborough Shoal {Panatag Shoal), a flashpoint
with China, located off the coast of Zambales province.

The Lumbia Air Base, meanwhile, is near the known lair of local terrorists in Central Mindanao.

Lorenzana did not explain why plans for Bautista Air Base were calied off. "Yes, 'yun muna dalawa {just the
two in the meantime),” he said.
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Duterte had repeatedly threatened to cancel the EDCA, but his advisers appear to have persuaded him to
enforce the agreement signed between the previous Aquino and Obama administrations.

The EDCA allows the US to construct facilities and prepaosition assets inside Philippine military bases, a deal
that was declared constitutionat by the Philippine Supreme Court.

Duoterte's pronouncements, owever; ave caused-confusion;

Last January, Lorenzana announced plans to implement the EDCA in 2017_in the 3 mentioned bases.
But the announcement was immediately followed by Duterte's tirades against alleged US activities in

the Philippines that supposedly include the "unloading of arms.”

"You place us all in danger. You do that and | will be there when you start buiiding, even before you build the
first post," Duterte said back in January.

Lorenzana clarified then that Duterte wasn't canceling the EDCA but was merely ordering a review.

Bautista Air Base has been the launching pad of joint exercises in recent vears between the US and the
Philippines as the treaty allies joined forces in protesting China's aggressiveness in the South China Sea.

Reconnaissance planes of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force landed at Bautista Air Base, too, when they
joined for the first time maritime patrol exercises in the West Philippine Sea. This was done only once after the

fack of a visiting forces treaty with Japan raised constitutionality questions.
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www.interaksyon.com

Rebels won't stand idly by if bloodshed marks revived "Tokhang'
From InterAksyon (Mar 7): Rebels won't stand idly by if bloodshed marks revived "Tokhang'

Guerrillas of the NPA's Melito Glor Command. {InferAksyon.com file)

A major communist rebel command warned it would not stand idly should the government’'s resumed
“war on drugs” be marked by the same unbridled kiilings during the first eight months of the Duterte

administration.

Earlier, the NPA command, which covers the Southern Tagalog region, issued a statement predicting

that the resumption of the controversial Oplan Tokhang anti-drug drive would only “create many

uniformed criminals and kiliers.”

In that statement, Padilla cailed the revival of Tokhang “"a signal for widespread killing throughout the land in
the guise of the war against drugs” that would victimize only “the small victims of illegal drugs” even as “the first
six months of the Duterte administration saw not a single drug lord in their touted (drug) list jailed or killed.

He added that police generals and so-called “ninja cops” involved in the drug trade remain free while “there
has been no word" on the hundreds of government officiais Duterte repeatedly claims protect the narcotics

trade and whose names he has listed down in a so-called "matrix.”
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"Kung seryoso ang rehimeng Duterte sa gera laban sa droga, tutukan niya ang malalaking drug lords na nasa
hawak niyang listahan at hindi puro grandstanding o walang katuturang pahayag laban sa drug lords ang
ginagawa sa publiko (If the Duterte regime is serious about its war on drugs, he should concentrate on the big
drug lords in the list he has and not stick to grandstanding or uttering useless public statements against drug
lords),” Padilla said.

Since July last year, various counts place the death toll from Duterte’s war on drugs at anywhere from more
than 7,000 to upwards of 8,000. The kiflings continued unabated even after Duterte, stung by the revelation
that a gang composed of law enforcers kidnapped a Korean businessman and murdered him right inside PNP
headquarters in Camp Crame, ordered police anti-narcotics operations suspended for about a month.

And when Duterte and PNP chief Ronald dela Rosa recently announced that the police were ready to resume
the anti-drug drive, they warned that it would likely be as deadly as before.

But early this week, when Dela Rosa announced the start of the anti-drug campaign now renamed "Oplan
Double Barrel, Reloaded," signaled they would try to keep it as "bloodiess” as pessible and even suggested

police teams would be accompanied by clergymen.

Hostilities between the rebels and state security forces have resumed since Duterte suspended peace taks
following the termination of both parties’ unilateral ceasefires earty last month.
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Military to bond with civilian communities - AFP

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 7). Military to bond with civilian communities — AFP

In line with efforis fo bond and be one with the communities it vowed to serve and protect. the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) announced that it seeking more engagements with civilians from all walks of life,

This initiative wiil allow the AFP to address the gap between military personnel and the civilians.

chlef-of-staff Gen Eduardo Anc said

This was demonstrated anew when AFP and the "Bantay Bayanihan® network reaffirmed their commitment to
continue thair "constructive and critical engagements” in pursuing security sector reforms last week,

aa‘h;-< Ano added.

"Kapayaan" was launched by the AFP last January. It succeeded "Bayanihan” which formally ended jast Dec. 31, having
been launched on Dec. 22, 2010,

While "Bayanihan"s strategic approach is the whole-of-nation approach that focused on security aspect, *Kapayapaan® is
centered on the AFP' support to the challenges on governance, development and security.
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www.inquirer.net
Top security, local execs tackle Abu Sayyaf problem in Sulu

By: Frances Mangosing ~ Reporter / G.FMangosingINQ
INOLUITRER net / 09:07 PM March £7, 2017

ST

Top security officials flew to Jolo on Tuesday to meet with local government officials to assess the
Abu Sayyaf problem. / Frances Mangosing
JOLO ~ How do you solve a problem like the Abu Sayyaf?

it's not just a military solution, top security and local government officials say.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana flew to Jolo in Sulu with National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon,
Armed Forces of the Philippines chief of staff Gen. Eduardo Afio and other top military officials on Tuesday to
tackle with local government officials the root causes of the Abu Sayyaf problem piaguing the island province for

several years now.

“Gusto naming marinig ang mga hinaing nila at yung mga mungkahi, paano ba ma-solve itong problema sa Jolo

na naghibigay ng sakit malaking sakit ng ulo at kahihiyan sa ibang bansa,” Lorenzana said in a press briefing

after the closed-door mesting that lasted for about two hours.

{We want to hear their grievances and their suggestions on how to solve this problem in Jolo that has been giving

us a big headache and embarragsment.)

The meeting comes a week after the Abu Sayyaf, which has pledged allegiance to the Islamic State, beheaded

its German captive iast Feb. 26 after failing to get the P30 million ransom.

Aside from German hostage Jurgen Kantner who was beheaded last week, two other foreigners have been
executed by the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu in the past 10 months — Canadians John Ridsdel in April and Robert Hall in

June.
Most of the terrorist group’s hostages are kept in Sulu, a hotbed of the Islamist militants.
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Both the security and local government officials have agreed that military soiution is not the only answer to the

lingering problem.

Lorenzana saw the need for something beyond a military strategy but said they are still targeting to meet their six

monthnc_i_eadlin_e to finish the Abu Sayyaf. - - - o

"Gusto nating dalhin ang buong gobyerno like DepEd, DPWH, DOH, lahat na para maramdaman ng tao na
government cares for them. Kaya kami nandito nagkaroon kami ng exchange of ideas, kung anong gusto nila

mangyari at yun ang iparating natin sa Presidente,” he said.

(We would fike to bring all government services, such as the Depariment of Education, Department of Public
Works and Highways, Department of Health, here so that the people will get the feeling that the government
cares for them. We are here to have an exchange of ideas, to find out the things they want te happen and these

will be conveyed 1o the President.)
Sulu Governor Abdusakur Tan said that government projects should be implemented properly in order to be felt
by their people.

“Kailangan maayos ang programa na darating sa probinsya at maimplement ng maayos,” he said.

(Programs shouid be suited for the province and should be properly implemented.)
“Kung ano ang nagca-cause ng Kidnapping dapat hindi lang Abu Sayyaf ang habuiin natin pati yung kahirapan
ng taumbayan,” Tan also said.

{Whatever the root causes of kidnapping the government should not only go after the Abu Sayyaf but afso

address poverly.)
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WWW.inguirer.net
Soldiers kill 3 Maute members in Lanao del Sur clash

By: Richel V. Ume! - fuinguirerdotneot

FILE - The fight to extract members of the Maute Group in Butig town, Lanao del Sur province,
brought soldiers, like this trooper patrolling a village in Marawi City, on a hunt to annihilate the rest

of the terror group. —RICHEL V. UMEL
MARAWI CITY — Three alleged members of the Maute terrorist group were killed in a clash with government

forces in Poona Bayabao, Lanao del Sur on Tuesday morning,

Col. Nixon Fories, chief of the 103rd Army Brigade, said soldiers also recovered three M14 rifies, an M16 rifle

with a grenade launcher, ammunition and improvised explosive devices.

Originally based in Butig town, the Maute group, which has been blamed for the kidnapping, bombing and

extortion activities in some parts of Mindanao, was trying to establish a base in Poona Bayabao, Fortes said.

But Fortes said there will be no fetup in the military’s operations against the group, which allegedly has allied with

the Sulu-based Abu Sayyaf, another bandit group.
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www.inguirer.net
Gov’t, Reds hold dialogues to revive peace talks — Duterte

By: MNestor Corrales - Reporter / @ CorralesiN
I IRER net /07:34 PM March 07, 2017

R

o eapd ool P u TN P :
FILE. Presidential Peace Adviser Jesus Dureza (right), Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello 111 (second
from right) , shake hands with Communist Party of the Philippines founder Jose Maria Sison (left)
and Fidel Agcaoili (center) of the National Democratic Front of the Philippines after they sign an
agreement in Rome, Italy, that would be the basis for future talks on socio-economic reforms. (Photo

release from the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process)
President Rodrige Duterte revealed on Tuesday that the government was in “backchanne! talks” with the

communist rebels in a bid to resume the peace taiks.

But Duterte did not give details so as not to derail the informal communication with the communist group.

“Well, ano fang, (iet's just) hang on, hang on kasi... (because...) [we] do not jwant to] spoil [this effort]. We
have... well | must admit nasa (it's in the) backchanneling [stage].” he said in an ambush interview with reporters

in Malacafang.

On February 4, Duterte said the peace talks would no longer continue, uniess there is a compelling reason to do
S0.
The President's decision to end the peace negotiations came after a series of encounters with government troops

and rebel mermbers,

fn his speech in Cagayan de Oro last week, Duterte said he was open to the possibility of reviving the scrapped

peace talks.
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8th ID gets 51 brand-new mobility assets

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 7): 8th ID gets 51 brand-new mobility assets

Ihe Catbalogan-based 8th.Infantry Division's-capability to-respond to various: security threats-and
humanitarian assistance disaster relief operations got a much needed boost when if received an

additional 51 units of brand-new 1 1/4 KiA KM-450 trucks.

in a statement Tuesday, 1st Lt. Cherry Junia, 8th Infantry Division spokesperson, said the vehicles
were commissioned into military service last March 3,

Commissioning ceremonies took place at the 8th Infantry Basketball Court at Camp Vicente Lukban,
Catbalogan.

Junia said the multipurpose all-terrain military truck was first introduced in 1998 as part of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines Modernization Program.

The 11/4 KIA KM-450 is powered by a 3.9 liter diesel engine and can run a maximum road speed of above 100

kilometers per hour.

Out of the 51 units of KM-450 received by 8th Infantry Division, 17 were issued in advance to line units
in Mindanao to boost and strengthen their mobility assets in support to the intensive military operation

against the terrorist groups.

hitp:/hwww.pna.gov.phfindex.php?idn=1&sid=&nid="1&id=969540
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