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Gov't troops capture NPA rebel in Quezon

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 8): Gov’t troops capture NPA rebel in Quezon

in pursuit of their intensified military offensives. government troopers captured a New People's Army
--{NPA) rebel and recovered M 16 rifles firearms durin a.a follow-up operation Tuesday in San Andres, ...

Quezon.

21D Public Affairs Chief 1Lt Xy-zon M. Meneses reported Wednesday the intensified operations were
carried out by the 2nd Jungle Fighter Company of the 85th Infantry Battalion of the 201st Brigade

under the Philippine Army’s 2nd Infantry Division (21D) based here.

Colonel Lenard Agustin, commander of the 201st Brigade said around seven high- powered firearms
consisting of two AK 47, four M16 rifles and M203 were already recovered by the army troopers,

Agustin said the captured NPA rebel will be turned over to the Quezon Police Provincial Office (QPPO) on

Wednesday for validation.

The 201st brigade commander further reported that one civilian was wounded during the encounter.

The victim was identified as 22 year-old Jennifer Yuson, resident of Camflora in San Andres, Quezon, who
sustained gunshot wound on her left arm and was immediately brought to the Camp Nakar Station Hospital.

Major General Rhoderick Parayno, 21D commander said the troops are currently conducting
reconnaissance operations to check if there were still other firearms, ammunition and expiosives left at the

encounter site.

Parayno stressed that the military offensives and the capture of the NPA rebef are the results of the 2ID’s
continuous operations since the termination of the ceasefire.

He assessed that “the defeat of the enemies shows the NPAs are slowly getting hard up especially now that

the communities are reporting their presence.”

1Lt. Meneses also cited 21D record following the ceasefire termination that the army division here has already
neutralized seven NPAs and has recovered 11 high-powered firearms along with various ammunition and

explosives.

hitp:/iwww.pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=28&sid=8&nid=2&rid=069983
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NPA members in Negros Oriental urged to surrender, avail of
P300,000 cash aid

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 8): NPA members in Negros Oriental urged to surrender, avail of

CP300,000 cash aid _—

Members of the insurgent group, the New People’s Army (NPA) in Negros Oriental, are encouraged to
lay down their arms and surrender to authorities and avail of a P300.000 cash assistance offered by

Negros Occidental Governor Alfredo Maranon.

Lt. Col. Roderick Gar¢ia, commander of the 70th “Nasaligan” Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army
based in Taniay City. Negros Oriental, explained Wednesday that the offer of Gov. Marafion is not only

limited to NPA members in Negros Qccidental.

Both provinces belong to the Negros Island Region (NIR), and so, therefore, to attain lasting peace, all NPA
members in the isiand are covered by Marafion’s offer, said Garcia.

Gov. Marafion had earlier announced his offer to all active members of the NPA in NIR of a maximum of
P300.000 per rebel who will surrender to government with a high-powered firearm.

Those without a firearm will receive cash assistance of up to P100,000.

Lt. Col. Garcia pointed out that the Negros Occidental governor’s offer is on top of the P85,000 aid that
government, through its Comprehensive Livelthood Integration Program (CLIP), is giving per rebel who will

surrender to authorities.

The CLIP is being implemented through the Department of Social Weffare and Development {DSWD) and the
Department of Interior and Local Govermnment (DILG).

Those who will surrender will undergo a process prior to being listed as a beneficiary to the program, as well as
to the offer of Gov. Marafion, said Garcia.

According to the 70th 1B commander, there are more or less 50 NPA rebels still reported in Negros

Oriental to date.

They are mostly sighted in the first district of the province, particularly in Guihuingan City, Caniaon
City, Tayasan and Ayungon.

However. many of them are mobile as they cross boundaries to the other side of the island, the Army

commander said.

Lt. Col. Garcia is hoping that the NPA rebels will take the offer of Gov. Marahon while there are no peace talks

at the local and/or national level,

Once a peace agreement is reached, the offer will no longer stand, Garcia said, because there will be certain
arrangements all packaged as part of the agreement, such as fivelihood, housing and others simiiar to those
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offered to the Revolutionary Protetarian Army-Alex Boncayao Brigade.

Foliowing the failure of the peace negotiations between the Philippine government and the NPA at the national
level. officials in Negros Isiand have announced considering hoiding loca! peace talks.

“NPATHembers wishing to-surrender may-send-feelers to-authoriiies, especially.the Philippine Army,.s0.their
papers can be processed, said Lt. Col. Garcia.

Garcia assures them of their security and safety as they return to the foids of the law and be integrated into

mainstream society.

http:/fwww . pna.gov.phiindex.phn?idn=28&sid=&nid=2&rid=969873
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was "for the country, " Jovita ad-

nutted she had reservatmns be-

cause: Ic'ould not talk: to her;

while she was in the academy. 1
missed her so much,” said Jovita,
a social worker at the Jose'B. Lin:
gad Memorial Regional Hospital
in the City of San Fernando.
- Baybayan’s youngest sisterisa
mermber of the PMA Class of 2000,
In Nueva Vizcaya province,
the family of Cadet Firgt Class

Jatlorina studied for ayear as’
" ah accountaricy studentat St

Mary's University in Bayompong :
“town “beforé she eritered “the -
PMA. Her mother used 'to'be an
overseas  contract “worker
Hong Kong and: Taxwan Whﬂe-_-'
‘her fatheris afarmer, :

‘In Compostéla Vaﬂey prcmnee

the mother of Cadet First Class Re- -
sie Jezreel Hucalla saw in ‘het

daughter the desire to excel even
in a field dominated by mern.

“At first T was apprehensive, -

she might not be able to with-
stand the rigors of [military

the Umversxty of ‘Mindanao ‘in

Tagum City in April 2012, when - did not’ ave I

shie got & call from the PMA for
aripterview, e

s_mn toentet the PMA was well-
received by family memibers, -,
2 Hiicalla, who-is joiring the

. Philippine Air Force, has two

siblings - serving the PAF—an

older sister and a brother. Her

father, retired Army T/Sgt. Re-
nato Hucalla, said he was proud
of his daughter’s feat.

In Zamboanga City, Salvador
Gotizales Jr. and his wife Evelyn

- “She said her dau ghter 3 dec1-r'

see her The first was duringher __:.;

'_recognmon and this time, her' :
. -graduation,” Safvador said.

‘Catherine said- she did not

-éxpect to graduate dmong the _

class’ top10.- R
_ “Weare pcor butwe a.re one )
big happy family,” she said,.*

thank God for making me
SLIOnE” —REPORTS FROM TONETTE:
OREJIAS, VILLAMOR VISAYA JR., JULIE
S. ALIPALA AND FRINSTON LIM INQ

P
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Defense  Secretary  Deifin
Lorenzana and National Secu-
Tity Adviser Hermogenes Es-
~ peron met the other day with
- local officials in Sulu province
. led by Gov. Sakur Tan Il.

They should have warned

the Sulu officials that continu-
ing to support the Abu Sayvyaf
would no lenger be in their
- ‘hest interests,
: and the warning should
have been relayed in no un-
certain terms: If there are re-
ports that they're consorting
with the bandits, theyre
dead.

The bandit group cannot
thrive without the support of
those local officials, who may
even have Abu Sayyafl mem-
bers as bodyguards.

Security forces have been
ordered to wipe out the bandit
group responsible for kidnap-
ping foreigners and iocals and
releasing them only after ran-
som was paid.

president Digong has or-
dered the Abu Sayyaf annili-
" lated by june.

There is only one way o
completely destroy the bandit
group and that is to eliminate
jts roots.

The roots are the local offi-

cials—purok  leaders, sitic
leaders, town mayors and the
governor.

Like weeds that keep

growing back after they're cut
down, the Abu Sayyaf must be

ON TARGET

RAMON TULFO

uprooted and its Supporters
"neutralized with extreme
prejudice,” to use military jar-
gon.

You know why the local
populace coddle the bandits?

Because they are Robin
Hoods to the local people.

Whenever they earn big
money from ranscm pay-
ments they share the loot
among the people,

During the  Sipadan
hostage incident in the early
2000, the barrio folk in Sulu
enjoyed the generosity of the
Abu Sayyaf,

Seme national and local
officials who acted as go-be-
rween became instant doliar
millionaires because they
skimmed money {roim 1ansom
payments.

Reports about Abu Sayyaf
bandits killed in encounters

Page:

Alb

___How touproot Abu Sayyaf

with government  [roops
shouid be backed up with evi-
dence: the bodies of bandits.

1 nearly feil off my chair at
a report by the Armed Forces
that the number of Abu Sayyaf
KiAs {kilied in action) totaled
18 in Suly, but near the end of
the report the military said
there were no bodies recov-
ered.

I'm reminded of the late
Lt Gen. Rodolfo Canieso who
was a nemesis of the Moros in
Suluin the 1970s.

Canieso, then a battalion
commander, would not be-
lieve that the rifles and am-
munition pouches his men
brought back to camp be-
longed to dead rebels.

“That's bulish*t! Where is
the evidence those rifles be-
longed to the rebels? For all i
know they were left behind by
rebels who retreated in
naste,” he once told his men.

Son, Canieso told his sol-
diers who killed rebels in an
encounter not to bring the
bodies back to camp as these
were too cumbersome—but
only their left and right ears.

The more pairs of ears his
troops could bring back (along
with the confiscated rifles),
the more believable their sto-
ry, said Canieso.

If Canieso were alive today
he, too, would be langhing at
reports of rebels killed without
bodies being recovered from
the site of the battle. INQ
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ONLINE NEWS
08 MARCH 2017
Govt execs share PDu30’s view on war with Reds

..From the Philippine Information Agency (Mar 8): Govt execs share PDu30’s view on war with Reds

Government career executives have expressed that they share the same sentiments as Fresident
Rodrigo Duterte when it comes to a war with the communist rebels.

Career executive service officers, career executive service eligibles (CESEs), and career service Executive
Eligibles (CSEEs)-—-who attended the recently concluded inaugurai session of the 2017 CES Leadership
Conclave series organized by the Career Executive Service Board {CESB) share the P{es;den’fs point of vnew

when he said over the weekend, “If we Fili _Qmas fi ight against fello :
the Phlh_ggme loses I do notwant war. If's a waste of money. Instead of bullets | can buy machines

and give it to'help others.”

According to the tabuiation of responses o the questions posed by Yes for Peace-Bayanihan ng Bayan,
prepared by Paul de Leon of the Professional Development Division of the CESB, 97.72% agreed to the
permanent cessation of hostilities between government forces and armed groups so that resources spent on
the internal armed confficts may be channelled to education, health, women empowerment, rural development

and other social services.
Likewise, 93.18% of the concerned government executives agreed to the conduct of peace talks here in the

country instead of abroad to make the peace process transparent and participative and enable the Filipino
people as well as legislators to participate in the formulation, approval and implementation of peace

agreements.

Moreover, 93.18% agreed to the amendment of constitutional provisions and laws that block and impede the
implementation of agreements between the government and the armed revolutionaries.

Netably, 100% of the respondents committed to heip, to the best of their respective abiiities, ensure the proper
implementation of community-based government programs and projects to alleviate poverty and uplift the lives

of the poor.

Department of Agrarian Reform Secretary Rafael "Paeng” Marianc, a former peasant activist, shared his
insights and experiences on strategic convergence initiatives that resulted in focused, cutting-edge and
grassroots-based interventions that aim for inclusive and equitabie development and the enhanced role of
public-private and community partnerships in attaining sustainable growth with 113 government executives--
Division Chiefs, Directors, Assistant Secretaries and Undersecretaries--who attended the event.

Aptly themed: "#GoVergence: Cultivating Exemplary Service,” the leadership gathering focused on
convergence for governance as a catalyst for sustained positive change. It underscored the need fo promote
synergism within and beyond the Career Executive Service (CES) Community on the premise that amidst
diversity lie opportunities to harness unique individual and crganizational talents and resources through

partnership, collaboration and cooperation.
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Ernesto Angeles Alcanzare, Lead Organizer of Yes for Peace-Bayanihan ng Bayan and himself 2 CSEE saig,
“We look forward to the active participation of our CES Community colieagues in facilitating and coordinating
the institutionalization of the Bayanihan ng Bayan track of our campaign designed to mobilize peopie’s
participation and informed governance toward the convergent, integrated anc holistic delivery system of

. existing community-based government programs through bottom-up and planning budgeting.’

Earlier, Lawyer Maria Anthonette Velasco-Allones, Executive Director of the Career Executive Service Board
(CESRB) wrote to Alcanzare and Alidon, “The CESE supports your campaign to heip the Philippines achieve
lasting peace and prosperity. We sincerely wish that through this, we could instifl convergence and solidarity to

the Filipinc people.”
For his part, Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process Secretary Jesus G. Dureza earlier wrote in a Jetter to

the lead organizer of Yes for Peace that said, “We note with appreciation the peace advocacy efforts of this
citizen-ted initiative that you are pursuing and congratulate your unwavering efforts to support the peace

process.”

Yes for Peace—-Bayanihan ng Bayan is an offshoot of the Yes for Peace~Bayanihan para sa Kapayapaan,
Kaunlaran at Kasaganahan, a peace education and advocacy campaign coliectively albeit silently supported
and implemented by the DepEd, the Philippine Postal Corporation, the Philippine Information Agency, the
News Agency, the Philippine Broadcasting System, the Radio Television Malacanang, the Boy Scouts of the

Philippines, the Girl Scouts of the Philippines and the Alpha Phi Omega.

hitp://news.pia.gov.phiarticle/view/26 148885532 1/govt-execs-share-pdu30-s-view-on-war-with-reds
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Notorious Zamboanga Del Sur KFR leader killed in encounter

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 8): Notorious Zamboanga Dei Sur KFR leader killed in encounter

Police and military units shot and killed a notorious kidnap-for-ransom (KFR) syndicate head during
~ operations in Zamboanga Del Sur on Monday morning.

Belated reports by Western Mindanao Command (WMC) spokesperson Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay said the
incident took place 10:50 a.m. in Barangay Pampang. Lapuyan, of the said province.

She identified the slain kidnapping syndicate leader Fahad Andi, head of the Andi KFR Group, which is
also notorious for drug pushing, trafficking, and kidnap-for-ransom activities in Dinas, Lapuyan,
Margosatubig and other neighboring municipalities in Zamboanga Del Sur.

Andi is also listed as the Top 2 "High Vaiue Target" and Number 1 most wanted person in the regional level.

His group is also involved in the series of kidnappings, gun for hire, and extortion activities in Baganian
Peninsula.

Andi was killed in a 30-minute shootout with Task Force ZAMPELAN {Zamboanga Peninsula) and local police.

Witnesses reported seeing the suspect hit by gunfire and afterwards falling into the wharf area of Barangay
Pampang.

Government forcaes recovered a .45 caliber pistol; a magazine with two live ammunition; a PRB 423
fragmentation grenade; a scooper; a black bandolier back pack and lighter; a PNP carmoufiage green uniform

with the PRO-ARMM iogo; and a camouflage sling bag.

Troops are still searching for the body of the slain suspect, Petinglay said.

hitp:/iwww.pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=18&sid=&nid=1 &rid=969520
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3 Maute rebels dead in Lanao del Sur clash

From the Sun Star-Cagayan de Oro (Mar 8): 3 Maute rebels dead in Lanao del Sur clash

Three suspected members of the Maute group were killed Tuesday, March 7, at around 8 am. in a clash
. With soldiers at the hinterlands of Poona Bayabao, Lanaodel Sur.

Philippine Army’s 103rd Brigade Commander Nixon Fortes said the operation was a joint undertaking
with the units from the S1st Infantry Battalion led by Lieutenant Colonel Mel Brual and soldiers from

the 15th Division Reconnaissance Company.

Fortes said soldiers recovered from the encounter site three M14 rifles, one M16 rifle with attached
M203 grenade launcher. a recoilless rifle, a2 Garand rifle, a Propelled Grenade, improvised explesive

devices, and assorted ammunition.

Fortes said the Maute group wanted to establish a base in Lanao del Sur “to be controlled by Isis
(islamic State of Iraq and Syria).”

“The three members of Matite group are responsible in kidnapping, carnapping of vehicles, ambush

cage and extortion,” Fortes said.

Fortes said there is no let up in the conduct of operations against the local terrorists. Earlier, Abu Sayaff Group
leader Isnilon Hapilon was reported injured in an airstrike and is believed to be hiding i the forest of Butig

closely guarded by Tausug fighters.

Fortes urged the public in the nearby cities of lligan and Cagayan de Oro to be more vigilant and inform the
authorities of the presence of any suspicious personalities in their areas.

http://www. sunstar.com.ph/cagayan-de-orofiocal-news/2017/03/08/3-maute-rebels-dead-lanao-dei-sur-ciash-
528742
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