Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

the people. Securing the land.

oacpa.army2012@gmail.com




Army vision: By 2028, a worlg-class Army that is a source of nationai pride,

10 MARCH 2017

PAGE

WRITER

NEWSPAPER

| Weather Forecast

Business Mirror p.A2

NATIONAL NEWS
3-5 Duterte warns of martial Law Alexis Romero The Phil Star p.1
6-7 Rody to Mayors: Help me or P'il declare war Ted Tuvera The Daily Tribune p.1
AFP RELATED NEWS
8 After cops’ ambush, Duterte order war on Eldie Aguire FDI p.A11
Reds
9 4 Abus slain in Basilan clash Roel PArefio The Phil Star p.18
10 Chinese ship entering PH waters — Lorenzana AFP PD! p.A10
11 PH, Malaysia , indonesia fo guard seas vs AFP PDI p.A10
Pirates
12-13 ]| China survey ships spotted at Benhan Rise Jaime Laude The Phil Star p.1
14 President Duterte ready for all-out war with Argyll Geducos Manila bulletin p.1
NPA
15 DND orders PN to drive away Sino ships from Maric Mallari Manila Bulletin p.3
Benham Rise
18-17 | Peace talks, ali~out war vs NPA on Ted Tuvera The Daily Tribune p.1
18 NPA rebels execute 3 in Pagadian Al Jacinto The Manila Times p.A1
19 Permanent command to be set up in Jolo by Victor Reyes Malaya p.B6
AFP
ONLIRE NEWS
if forced to, Duterte might declare martial law in Nestor Corrales www.inguirer.net
20 Mindanao
Duterte to AFP: Drop bombs on NPA rebels, fiatten § Allan Nawal, www.inguirer.net
21-22 | hills
23 DND welcomes back-channeling moves with NDF Www.pna.gov.ph

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

 OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Te! rio. (02) 845.9555 Local: 5285,5295

[D March 2017

A e g E s iE

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add; oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tei no. (62} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

Z

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmali.com - Tel no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028 a world-class Army that Is & source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFA!RS Emaﬂadd oacpa.armyZﬂ'iZ@gmaii.mm-Te! no. {132} B45: 8555 Local: 5285 5295

10 March 2017

; C1ty “Either
“me orIwill declare marh
tomorrow (in} Mindan
"Also yesterday, D
ordered the military
leash the ‘weapons 0
.mcluc’ang ‘jets arid rockets”
‘agairnst the New People 5
Arrny (NPA).
Duterte actised the' comé
‘mimist rebels of “ “ideological
cannibalism” after they killed
four policemen in an ambtsh
Wednesday in Davac and
exeduted four civilians Jast
Tuesday'in Pagadian City:
The President said martial
law 18 not a good ideabecause
't eanild traumatize thpmos

mdudlng the bombi :
school in Zamboanga, tha’c

Jinvolve “devouring evenour,
ghitdren.” T :

- would rﬁ‘ﬁfer.“ il

,ana fall on the issue of law
and order, Kung ‘di ko talaga -

kaya, zbzgay ko na lang su babae:
atsabihin ko, baka kaya mio, hindi -
ko kaya (I£1 really cannof do'it, .
Iwilijust giveit to the woman

and tell hermaybe youcando
it Tean't doit)” D :
Pres1dent L&m

referring to Vi
Robredo. .

<2 “OrIwillbe: compeiied now

to exercise exiraordinary pow- _
ers Tiot to- perpema’ce myseif

}ets, use them

dxe ‘than to sit and prealde
-over.a dete :

e'arher powered up.
the go- tnment’s war with the

insurgents, colia.terai damage
nofwithstanding. - '

1 Wil allow the polzce and

the military this time to use all

available assets... airplanes,

rockets CDI-

“There is no rieed for mar- * pUBLIC AFFA!RS EmatE add: oacpa. annyZﬂ‘IZ@gmaH com - Tel no. {02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205 1

"1&1 law or suspenmon (of the
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.fthat would: .p 6 the way. for

“LIpin .

m sorry this gory incident .+ “It’s not an overkill actual . the resumption of the stall
tohappen But Icanassure It's a question of honor.,, We ins peace negotiations.:
ybody that the Armed fightwar andas revolutwnary. d Whom they charged-_ 4 Inva defense: forum h

he Phili p:neﬁ. ideology would: put it, it's . : 0o court, in-a re-, Camp: Agtinaldo: y'esterday,
; ice (PNP) will" kind of ideological cannibal- " ¢ in Pagadian City, Defense Secrefary Délfifi
pond This tirrie, Fm using” ismi becatse you devour your _Zamboariga del Sur, the: pohce': .zana said that key NP
--everything Thave encouraged’- own kind, you kill' yom: OWIi: reported yesterday. \ i othe Tiamzon couple Benito
- the'police to call in thie air-as- brothers and sisters in thy - .Police Regional Off1ce_ 9 and Wilma, along’ with chnte

.sets and the newjets, make use ,-on the altar of: revoiu-_j:_ (PRO 9) spokesman Supt; Ladlad

' of the rockets, bombs.” ’aon " he said. Rogelio Alabata identified the
“*Duterte, who arrived at ‘Malacafiang, _however be- fatalities as Alipio’ Bariogon  also ﬂew o Eurbpe
’che Bansalan Municipal Hall. lieves the ambushwould influ- - Anduas, 39; Asistont Obaran' s % Tarn'to” Paae4

- |
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Yesterday (Wednesday) Sec. Dureza”
left for Europe and last night we allowed
the departure of Benito and Wilma and
Mr. Ladlad to also do back-channeiling,”
Lorenzana said.

The Tiamzons, being the overall NPA
leaders operating across the country,

CPP-NPA-NDF consultanis in the stalled
peace talks. Lorenzana said the NPAs
are tc blame for Duterte’s ordering the

“fermination of peace talks, 38"adil"'1g'f()”t}ié' et e e

resumnption of hostilities.
“Because of some (NPA) atrocities in
Mindanao, the President stopped the
peace talks and also terminated (the mili-
tary’s unilateral ceasefire}, and so we are
back to fighting,” Lorenzana said.
To compensate for their losses at the

are also known as hardliners arong the

hands of the military, the rebels turned
to attacking innocent civilians and started
burning equipment and harassing civilian
security agencies, the latest of which was
in Nasugbu, Batangas, according to the
defense chief.

‘Prioritize probe’

Interior and Local Government Secre-
tary Ismael Suenoc has directed the PNFto
prioritize the investigation on the Davao
ambush-slay.

The investigation to be conducted
under the supervision of PNP chief
Ronald dela Rosa, according to Sueno,
would ensure that the killers of police-
men will face the consequences of their
actions. .

“T have clear instructions to our PNP
chief to respond accordingly and deliver
swift action against the suspects who are
allegedly members of a lawless armed
group,” Sueno said, adding that he ig
deeply saddened by the incidens.

For Dela Rosa, once the municipal
police chief of Bansalan, the manner by
which the four policemen were killed
was a clear signature of the NPA in car-
rying out an ambush on government
troops.

~ With Jaime Laude, Cecille Suerte
Felipe, Roel Parefio

b
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By Ted Tuvera g
and Marsol Maliarl

d eclare' martla,l law in the reglon ”

in'an address before Mmdanao mayors in his
hometown Davao City last night Duterte said he
felt compelled to maintain public order in the
region through “extraordinary powers” in the face
of a wave of threats from various enemies,
including terrorists and illegal drug traffickers.

“Either help me or I will declare martial law.
-~ ‘fomorrow for Mindanag, I may understand battles

b

(being waged in) all the camps but I'cannot, for:
the Iife of me, understand why we have to kill our
children too,” Mr. Duterte said in his address,
He also cited the communist movement's
operations after the breakdown in the peace
negotiations more than a month ago. %
To solve the deteriorating law and order
situation, Mr. Duterte said declaring martial law

- is needed for him to quell threats from several

armed groups.
“Im called upon to protect everybody I can
even do it with just declaring Martial law,” the

" President said, adding that for the enemies of
- the state to aveid an all-out military crackdown,

Turn to page 2
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#xPresident -_ordefgd state -security

in Apr:l 01‘ May a Jomt "patmi of':

_cartied ant by the: commumst New

People’s Army (NPA) cotild be &

decidmg factor on whethier or not
the"peace provess will continue, He

said He'is issuing an ultimatom:?

- against-the communist movement - -
. maugurated :there were only 18

if they still want the peace

negotiations tocontinugi oo o
. Mgz Duterte’ also thwatened:_
the rebels that he will likely earry .
out & campaign similar to that of .
the' Iate strongman Ferdinand.

who implemented 8 warty .. I fact _
Juergen Gust;av Kantner-was'™ I

beheaded Jast Pobruaty 26 after:cu
. the deadlina for the payment. of
P30 milljon ranson_expired, The

Mared

against-the Maoist: insurgents .
when he declared martial law.in:

1872,

arrest of every person, the

tme, Anyone,” he said:
nd-t

woilld bé-allowed to just pick you

up from the Street and detain you,
And then yoii can go to court for
the sus'pension of writ of habeas
corpus,” the President added.

Tn an earlier media interview .

luring his visit to the wake of fallen
ontombatant elements of the
hilippine National Police (PNP) in
ansalan, Davac del Sur, the

LT weuid be bloody and it will ._3
not be good for the country: dfwe
aliow viglence, 1 rea}ly d_o not- -

Mz Duterte pointed out thatthe
latest ambush incident allegedly -

“Marﬁéﬁ daw would . open the _.
doors of _every house there, the .

Hetention of every person "evexgv'

_'lxteraily losing sl P
contmued mabated kzd!napping and

Lerenzana;: :
“When: I;he Presadent Was"

hostages heing, heid by the Abu
Sayyaf, now. there are 3l .it's very

embarrassmg but we are doinga- *

lof of thmgs Withm um‘power," he

vietita was sriatéhedlast November -

" off Sabah while abeard 8 yacht.”

His femaie campamun wa,s found

Duterte administrationscan finish.
- ransom demands were not met.
‘Lorenzana said he ah#t" his.

* ghiniterparts from Malaysia and
JAndonesia had. agreed to patrol a

the Abti Sayyaf problemri-

. #I-believe ‘wercan-solve this

problem maybe by end of June, if

not we'll givethem anether couple f

of months,” hewsaid.-. -

The defense chief said fhé,t the

milifary is planning to-station 4
permanent division-sized command

7

: g’mng e heﬂdache .
‘ Sometxmes T eould not- »sleep at
night t}nnkmg a.bout huw 10 solve
- the ‘problem’ the‘re (southern
E Phxlzppmes), #o adm:tted;

I

terronst grmi'pls in southern h

Phﬂlppines
Mo

i the'hrea. T R
5 "Ithmkthey are just: bemghefd: ¢
hostage by 4 group of 400 armed
‘men who kidnap with impunity,
behead people Wlth 1mp1mlty B8
weil So we will pursue this, the .-
Premdent 1§'.reaily mterested in -

foreagners

"Thé" Abd* Sayyaf, a *kxﬂnap»fbr"

- patisbehetwork that has pledged
-allegiance .to-the. Islamic.§tate

. ...group, has been kidnapping sailors .
' 'barges- b

fishing vessels and car
clading.an’ élderiy Germ whom

-.8ea Jane where commercial vessels
“could pass with pmtectmn from the
three nations' navies. "

“We are mauguratmg some time -

"protect them.

3 niitmﬁ‘s héve’b*aedfne iverd

it behieaded. .last : menth after ©
-P}u"hppmeé

FR

The waters. bef;weén the three

ﬁ%gw‘

He added “Mr
“very .interested”:
hdna,meg proble

% Be}.]mg 3 dlspateh sfaiaval’ oonRvey.
o ipthe: Gulf ofidden in 2009 to

ic : helpfghtxﬁ yAh ‘,,Sayyaf likg-fast
kxdnappmg,‘ znd murtiermg

bogis, drones.and, rac},gr@yguld be
Bd pari: of ‘& mzhtary'

: modé‘fnizatzéu progeam.” :
..... . ‘The:-Abu, Sayysl estabhshedf
mth seed. Jnoney. fron} Osama bin

'for ransom’ ‘on. its remote Jsland
-'..stronghald& m"'ﬁxe southex‘ni

*"Loréhizans "Who xdént:ﬁed the-
Ab,u «Sayyaf:and ofhsr, extramist
groups ag the Philippines tqp
seeurity threat; - said* the
Iadnappings werg “embarmssmg to g
the whole world.” - -
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ernment chlef peace adms Je+

e in the military and

defense’ welcome thig’ develo
ment becatise we also want to
stop the fighting in ‘the ‘hinter- Ronald deia Rosa 'descnbed the
-landsin the rural areag'so that we - '_attack as gruesome and: sald th

can bring development hesaid” slam police officers were “shot . S Dela Rosa, Wﬁo was the po«r
. Lorenzana noted that more many times in thehead.” lice chief in Bansalin in igg1,
than 100 - congressmen have, - “We have long been talkmg' - satd the NPA’s Front Cnmrmttee

President Duterte . : 0P
laid down some conditions. - the talks had not achieved any- = the body .of slain -enemies,

But .Interior Secretary Is-  thing,” he said, but added that' “wits REPORTS FROM u-:uA' B.
raael Suerio’ cori Thursday or-" hehoped.that the rebels Wouldf . 'SALAVERRIA, PHILIP €. TUBEZA AND
dered the Philippine National  be Si;_lce;_e_tl_iis time. . e 'mmn.ana.ma NG T
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- within otr power, *Lorerizana -

said.

Malaysia and Indonesia would-
. be conducted to prevent cross-
border kidnappings. .

‘Lorenzana said the Armed :

“Rorces of the Philippines (AFP)

would also put up a'task force -

based in Bongao town and
‘possibly a permanent division’
njolo. ..

Hiring “HisFisiBto Sulu or-

Tuesr;tay, ‘thedefensechief saidy:

He 'sald ;om’c patrols w11:h :

have rio fast seacraft that could
run after pirates. .and bandits.

He said the government is
_also cons1denng the holding of
nextyear’sB ahkatan exercises
in Mindanao, .

‘exercises toward the south
to coincide with our fight
against piracy and kldnap—

"ping;” Lorefizanadaid:

s iNatipnal; Security Ad"ls;‘“»‘# rWith M&@a@gunbnghﬂwﬁ

il

- “Maybe we can swmg these -

Y Pantitd 40" DO

ad been deployed to the area, .
even as he admitted that they

bomb exploded in front of
' the Jose Elementary School in

Barangay Matatag in Lamitan

 City yesterday. Another bomb

was recovered in frontof a

church in Barangay Mahms

shortly after the blast. .
The military said. the inei-
dents could be a diversionary

tactic'amid relentless military

_operationg a agamst Abu 5ayyaﬁ
' |
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- patrol a sed’lane whete com-f_
mercial vessels could pass

with' protectmn from the

__three nations' navies.

x “We'™ arg - mauguraﬂﬁg
‘sotre time ih April o May &

“joint patrol of the three na:

tions in that area " Lorenzana

_sa1d inanews conference

[Vessels] ‘canfiot- “stray
beyond that Tarie 'so that we
can help protect them.” -

Aden’ m'zoog 0 protect Chi*
‘nese shxps from Somali ptrates :

land- strongholds
southern Philippines. ~as

o Lorenzana “said efuipt
ment to help fxght the Abu
Sayyaf like fast boats, drotiés

“anid radarswould be acquiredl
ag part of a m1htary modem—

ization program. -

“The " Abu Sayyaf, “estab-
lished with seed money from
Osarma bin Laden’s al-Qaida’
nétwork, have ‘been kidnap-

" ping forelgners and lotals for

decades and hotding - them
for ransom ‘on ifs remote 15—_
in the
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Cfﬂma s r:lalm over.the whole
“ of ‘the Sotith’ China’ Sea, but

Duterte said he would orly’

Invoke the mimg atthe proper

. time.
' Asked Why the ‘ships mlgh’t

. be surveying in Benham Rise,:.

‘Lorenzena sdid he received .
“information the vessels were
“looking for a place to put
subrnarmes P

‘Lorenzana said based on ob-
tained satellite monitoring, the
‘Chinese service ship had tosail -
from'Benham Rise to Surigao
City and dock to have one-of -
' their sailors undergo hospital .
treatment after an accident. -

“When he {Chinese sa110r}
got well, he left for China,”
- Lorenzana said.

- Benham Rise is'an under~

water landmass believed to be -

potentially rich in mineral and
naturai gas deposits: -
In 2012, the United Nations .

" “The series-of Chmese incurs
sions in Benham Rise in the
Pacific and Recto Bank in West
Philippine Sea started some-
timein July and.continued up
o December as per the deferisé
department 8 sustamed mari-
time mom’cormg over these

Lorenzana said his depart-
ment promptly reported these
“incidents to the Department of
Fom1gn Affairs (DEA) for'the
filing of diplomatic protests.

- The Chineése ambassador;
hnwever, only 1ssued outright

_ demals

YO know we have to

“protest because we have to
show to these people that we10. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

consider those areas as ours,” Tand

_ Lorenzana satd

"L L Turn to Page 8
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| inan ambush mteme affer his visit ~ as
ur'slain policem
When asked if’ he'wculd-p__-ef' peace
. talks or war." .

ie PNPy WﬂI ¥ p_ond accordmgly |
“Th‘ 'tune, T usmg everythmg I

‘ lgro an (Axrpla es), jet; use -] the.co
them. Ga tin ang reckets (Use the doing mght now is commzttmg ‘ideo-
“rocket 5} Collatera] «damage? Pasen- logical cannxbahsm sihcethey devour
sya ('m sorry),” he said. - : _ their own countrymen for the sake of
- He also apologized tethepublic that... . revolution, Duterte said. (Argyll Cyrus

the “gory” incident had to happen but B. Geducos)
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. contam m!nerals.__ s

:Chinege survey ship mumtored last

year, ceuld be conducting study on"

the séabed of Bénkam Rise.”
.He said government authoritics

.are patroi]mg thedrea to momtnr iB

the sitnation there,

Over in the West Ph.lhppme'

Aceordmg 1o Loranzana ‘the’

Page:

pIan to reclaim Panatag Shoal was -
.-prevented by the United States; b
" "He said; barges loaded w1th '
‘soil “und’ construetion materials
7 yere ‘monitored goirg to Panatag -
‘Shoal '~ a:month before the UN "
Permanent Arbitration Court
“*{PCA) ruled that the arsa s part -
-of the 200 nautical miles

; "'ng, aceording to

Lorénzana Was that, Filipino.

Hfishermen -are-how sllowed to

freely venturs into Panatag Shoal; "
Liorenzana said that Chmese _

survey ships are“also commaon

* sights along Reed Bank or Recto

concerns that Beumg its ﬂ iKing its”
: mzhtary mlght in the ared whichi 1s
a vital international sea Tades

ey (Chmese) have’ already‘

“reclaimed ¢lose to ‘dhoiit” 500~
“hectares of !and m that area, ’

Larenzana smd
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BY VEGTOR REYES

5DEFENSE Secretary Delf;n
Lorenzana yesterday said the

military is considering moving one
of its divisions to Sulu as patt of

.government’s all-out war against

the Abu Sayyaf.

Lotenzana did not say where the
division will come from, although
soutces said it could be the st
Infantry Division based in Zam-
boanga del Sur,

A division has nine battahons or
three brigades,

Fourteen battalions {about-7,000
soldiets) are currently bhased in
Sulu, opetating under the Joint

“Task Force Suiu led by Col, Cirilito

Sobejana.

“] believe we can solve this
problem by maybe end of June
ot if now, we’ll give them an-
other couple of months, maybe,”

said Lotrenzana, referting to the
. militaty’s target to defeat the Abu

Sayyaf within the first six months
of the year.

The Abu Sayvaf, composed of
300 to 400 men, mostly based in
Suly, is holding 31 foreign and
Filipino kidnap victims in the
province.

Lotenzana said a pczmanent
command” will be stationed in
Jolo, Sulu’s capital town. He said
Sulu residents have raised concerns
about the absence of a permanent
mnilitary presence in Sulu.

Lorenzana said government is
embarrassed by the unabated kid-
napping by the Abu Sayyaf. -

“When the President was inau-
gurated on June 30, there were only
18 hostages being held by the Abu
Sayyaf. Now, there are 31, so there
is an increase. It's very embarrass-
ing and very embarrassing to the

whoie (country} that they are domg
this” he said.

Lotenzana also said the mﬂitary
is going to establish a task force
to be based in Bongao towa in
Tawi-Tawi to enhance operations
against piracy and i;idnappings by
the Abu Sayyaf

Lorenzana said did not say if the
task force will be separate from the
Joint Task Force Tawi-Tawi under
Col. Custodio Parcon.

A military official, speaking on
condition of snonynity said the
task force that will be formed will
be in“support of patrols being
planned by the Philippines with
Indonesia and Malaysia to put a
stop to Abu Sayyaf piracy and
kidnapping in the waters of the
three counties.

“We are inaugurating sometme
in April, or May 2 joint patrol of the
three nations in that area” he said.
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“if forced to, Duterte might declare martial law in Mindanao

By: Nestor Corrales - Reporter / @NCorralesiNG
INQUIRER.net / 07:29 PM March 09, 2017

File photo by TONEE DESPOJO/ Cebu Daily News)

President Rodrigo Duterte. (
President Rodrigo Duterte on Thursday said he would be forced to use “extraordinary powers” if local chief

executives in Mindanao would be uncooperative in addressing lawiessness in the region.
“Either tulungan ninyo ako or | will declare martial law tomorrow for Mindanao,” Duterte said during a speech in
Davao City before Mindanaoan local chief executives.

The President said iocal officials should help address the worsening problem on illegal drugs and terrorism

otherwise he would declare martial law.

| am not declaring anything vet, except to ask you: May pulis kayo (You have a police force). Use it. Huwag
niyong protektahan ang durugista (Dot protect drug users),” he told the officials.

“I plead to you, nakikiusap ako, tulungan niyo ako. Sabihin niyc sa mga terrorista: Huwag kayo dito (I'm
requesting you to help me. Tell terrorists: Get out of here). Find your place where you can be comfortable kasi |

am uncomfortable,” he added.

But if the local officials fait to do their job, he said he might use extraordinary powers.

“I'm President and I'm called upon to protect everybody,” he said. *l will be compelled now to exercise

extraordinary powers, not to perpetuate myself.” fatm
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Duterte to AFP: Drop bombs on NPA rebels, flatten hills

President rules out peace talks with communist rebels after Davao ambush
By: Allap Nanat, Eldic Aguirre - @inguirerdorne

T Db MGG 0246 PR NIV 09 20T

Update
BANSALAN, Davao del Sur — President Duterte has ruled out peace taks with the communist rebels and

declared that the police and the military can now pursue them.

He tamented on Thursday, that the NPA targeted non-combatants when they shot dead four members of the

Scene of the Crime operatives of the local police in Bansalan, Davac del Sur, during an ambush.

“They {police officers) were only about to investigate. What color is there?” Duterte said. The team of police

investigators was sent to Bansalan to investigate a murder case.

He said he has ordered the Armed Forces of the Philippines to use all its assets, including the newly acquired

jets and drop bombs on the rebels.
“Go ahead, fiatten the hills,” he said, to the delight of the crowd present.
Addressing the NPA, the President said “Look at what you have done. Look at how the people responded.”

He said it was no longer viable to talk with the rebels because “nililigaw nila (they're diverting issues in the talks,
they're muddling the talks).”

Duterte said the killing of the policemen was part of a “well- faid trap.”

in asking the military to pursue the rebels, the President said the peace talks have been suspended anyway.
"H's totally absent so in the meantime, | will just ask the armed forces and the police, just go ahead wage a war
against them, anything goes for now,” he said.

Duterte said he would now allow the police and the military to use ail available assets such as fighter jets and

rockets.

“Collateral damage, pasensya (Collateral damage, my apolegies),” he said.
Duterte said he had offered peace from the start but the rebels did the opposite.
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“Well, I'm sorry this gory incident had to happen (ambush on police investigators). But | can assure everybody

that the Armed Forces and the Philippine National Police will respend this time. I'm using everything,” he said.

“So what you receive you give also,” he added. SFM
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DND welcomes back-channeling moves with NDF
From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 9). DND welcomes back-channeling moves with NDF

- IThe Department of National Defense (DND) gladly welcomed back-channeling moves that aim to restart
the stalled peace talks between the government and National Democratic Front (NDF),

DND Secretary Delfin Lorenzana made this statement during the first-ever "Kapihan sa Kampo" held at
the Honor Hall of the National Defense College of the Philippines, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City on

Thursday.

This was in reference fo Presidential Adviser to the Peace Process Jesus Dureza's trip to Europe
Wednesday to do back-channeling moves with NDF negotiators Benito and Wilma Tiamzon and

Vicente Ladlad.

'”Soyesterdav, SEtay Dirard e D g

Benito and Wiima Tiamzon and: | ng :
us,that ‘befors we will go ack"’to‘the formal. ﬂeace:taiks, back-channsling must first take '"iacesso that

we'will already have a concrete proposal from each side accep‘tab"le by both *zsadesf' Lorenzana said in

Filiping.

Prior to restarting negotiations with the NDF, President Rodrigo Duterte earlier said he wants the rebels to sign
a bilateral ceasefire agreement with the government, stop extortion attempts against businessmen and release

all their prisoners and hostages, especially the military personnel.

"We in the military and the defense welcome this development because we want to stop the fighting in the
hinterlands and in the rural areas so we can bring development,” the DND chief stressed.

The Duterte administration on Feb. 4 suspended its peace talks with the NDF in wake of several unprovoked
atfacks by rebel forces against military and civilian targets early that month.

These offensives resulted in the death of six unarmed troopers and capture of three and destruction of millions
worth of farm, engineering and commercial equipment.
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