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Pres. Duterte to grace PMA graduation

Erom the Philippine information Agency (Mar 10): Pres, Duterte to grace PMA graduaﬁan

President Rodrigo Duterte will be the guest of honor and speaker in the commencement exercises of Philippine

eiitary Academy S SALAKNIEY. Class of 2017 at Fort del Pilar here o Bunday; Mareh 12

The President is expected to arrive at the PIMA at $:00Am where he will be given arrival horiors to be followed by
parade and review, and graduation exercises,

Cadet First Ciass Rovi Mairel Martinez of Cabanatuan City teads the 167- strong Class of 2017, As the class
valedictorian, she will receive the Prasidential Saber award from Pres. Duterte.

The President will also award diplomas 1o the graduates composed of 104 males and 63 females. Aside from Martinez,
seven other female cadets are in the Top 10

The other women in the Top 10 are C1C Eda Glis Marapao of Baguic City and Benguet (No.3); C1C Cathieen Jjovi
Baybayan of City of San Fernando in Pampanga(Ne. 4); C1C Shiela Joy Jallorina of Bagabag, Nueva Vizeaya (No. B,
C1C Sheila Maris De Guzman of Manacag, Pangasinan (No. 7}, C1C Joyzy Funchica of Butuan City {No. 8), C1C Resle
Jezreel Hucalla of Nabunturan, Compostela Valley (No. 9) and G1C Catherine Mar Gonzales of Zamboanga City {No. 10).

Only two male cadets made i in the top 10- C1C Phifip Viscaya of Ligao Gity in Afbay is No. 2 in the merit roll and No. § is
1€ Emmanuel Canlas of Lubgo, Pampanga.

The President is expected to have lunch with the graduating class.

Mearwhile, the President will lead the inguguration of the Peoples Television Network, inc. Cordiliera hub at Luaihati,
Baguio City on Saturday, March 11.

This newest government information facility will strengthen the delivery of government programs and policies that will
inform, inspire, and empower the people to deepen their civic snigagement, improve their quality of life and contribute to

nation building.

hiprffnews. pla.gov.ph.

Peace gab with Reds scrapped

From The Standard (Mar 10): Peace gab with Reds scrapped

PRESIDENT Rodrige Duterte declared Thursday that the government is ready to wage war with the compiunists
for another 50 years after condernning a New People’s Army ambush that Idijed four poticemen and wounded a
fifth In Bansalan, Davao def Sur.

On Wednesday, hours after the ambush, NPA rebels went on a rampage at a village in Pagadian City, killing three

clvillans,
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“There will be no peace falks for the meantime,” Duterte said In an interview after visiting the wake of the slgin
policemen. " will ask the military and the police to wage war against them.”

"t will allow them to use all available assets. Use rockets,” he said.

He sald the communisits would never gain power because the people didd ot want them 1o,

Duterte said he has ordered the Armed Forces of the Philippines to use afl its assets, inciuding newly acquired jets, and

drop pombs on the rebels.

“Go ahead, flatten the hills,” he added. “Look at what you have done. Look at how the people responded.”

He said it was no-longer viable to tallk with the rebsls because “they're diverting issues in the talics, they're
muddling the talks” and waging a revolution based on “ideclogical cannibalism.”

“It's 2 guestion of honor. We fight 2 war and as the revolutionary ideclogy would put it, it's a kind of ideclogical
cannibaiism because you devour your own kind, You kil your own brother and sisters on the alter of a revolution

- Because itis a war among Fifipinos, your countrymen,” he added,

The Palace on Thursday said that the deaths of four policemen ambushed by the NPA might derail efforts to
revive the stalied peace tallss even as top National Democratic Front consultants flew to Europe Wednesday night

in an attempt to start backchannet talks with the government.

Presidential spokesman Erneste Abella said the killing of the four policermen could g6t back efforts to restart the
naegotiations.

The siain policemen were identified as Police Officer 1 {PO1) Rolly Benetayo, PO1 Joe Narvaza, PO1 Saro Mangutara,
belonging to the Bansalan Municipal Police Station, and PO3 Jayden May Rabor of the Scene of the Crime Operations of
Digos City. Another policeman, PO3 Allen Arnado, was wounded.

Duterte earfier opened up the possibility of reviving the stalled peace talks, but has laid down three ‘requests” before any
negotiation can proceed: A genuine ceasefire done in sincerity, the release of ali soldiers and civilians being held captive

by the NPA, and & stop to NPA extortion activities.
1 soldier kifled, another wounded in Surigao Norte clash
From the Sun Star-Cagayan de Oro {(Mar 9): 1 soldier killed, another wounded in Surigac Norte clash

A soldier was killed while another was wounded after a firefight erupted betwesn elements of the Army’s 30th
infantry Batfafion {301B) and alleged members of the New People’s Army (NPA) in the town of Alegria in Surigao

dol Novie, iWednesday evening, March 8,

A report from the 301B revealed that around 8 p.m. Wednesday, soldiers were on their way to Budlingin village to
check on intelligence reports of the presence of NPA rebels in the indigenous People’s community.

“Last night, cur froops encountered the NPA while they were on their way to the village to secure the area after
we received reports of the NPA harassing the community. Then a 30 minute firefight erupted against around 10 to
18 NPAs which isad to the death of a soidier while injuring another,” sald Second Lisutenant Jonel Castilio, civil

military officer of the 30th iB.
Castillo identified the soldier who was killed in action as Private First Class (PFC}) John Francis Rivera, 27, and the

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peaple. Securing the land.

1%




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
wounded as PFC Windyl Daayata, 78,
Rivera and Daayata are both from the province of Bukidnon.

Castiio saud that the NPA activity in the area is not new and that the armed group is going baci to the ip
community to bolster thelr raniks. - o : : N N . _

“This group is headed by commander Ricky, and they have been going back to the area to conduct recruitment

operations taking advantage on the IF community,” said Castilo,

The NPA is yet to issue a statement regarding the said incidant,

hitp:/Awww, sunstar com.ph
NPA rebels burn rubber firm's vehicle in Zamboanga Sibugay

From the Sun Star-Zamboanga (Mar 10): NPA rebels bumn rubber firm's vehigle in Zamboanga Sibugay
MEMBERS of the New People’s Army (NPA) burned a vehicle of a rubber company in Zamboanga Sibugay on

Wednesday, March 8, authorities said.

Zamboanga Sibugay Police Director Romulo Cleve Taboso said the incident happened around 11 am,
Wednesday at Purck 3 in the village of Lacnapan, Kabasalan town,

Taboso said the NPA rebels drove the vehicle owned by MJ Rubber Company to a riverbank and torched it there.

The rebels owned up the torching through a letter they teft in the area, signed by NPA’s Zamboanga Peninsuia
Regional Operations Command spokesman Ka Maric Jose.

No one was reported killed or injured during the incidert,

Investigation showed the NPA rebels torched the vehicle as the owners of the land being cultivated by the rubber
firm have filed complaint with the NPA’s court, Bagong Hukbong Bayan, against the company,

The NPA rebels fled o the town of Bayoy in Zamboarga del Sur, the polica szid.
http /A sunstar.com.ph

4 suspected Abu Sayyaf bandits killed in Basilan

From ABS-CBN (Mar 10): 4 suspected Abu Sayyaf bandifs killed in Basilan

Four members of the Abu Sayyaf Group, including a relative of terrorist leader Isnifon Hapllon, were killed ing
military offensive on Wednesday morning in Basilan provines, the Armed Forces® Western Mindanao Command

{Wesrmincom] said Thursday.

A 30-minute firefight between 15 Abu Sayya¥ menibers and joint elements of the military and fhe police resulted
in the death of Ustadz Mobin Kulin, alias Mulawin, 2 cousin of Hapilon, in Tapiantana Island.

Three other Abu Sayyaf members were also lillsd, based on the bodies recoverad in the encounter site.
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Government froops also seized several high-powered firearms Including a Barrett M82 sniper rifle, 4 rocket-
propelled grenade launcher with ammunifion, and 12 grenade launcher rifles,

Kulin was an “active and hardcore” Abu Sayyaf member from Lantawan, Basilan who was invelved in the
Lamitan siege and Dos Palmas incidents in the province, according to the military,

The remains of the sigin Abu Sayyaf members will be furned over to the Basilan Provincial Police Office.

“All-out offensives are being conducted by the Joint Task Furce Basitan with the support and coordination of the local ...

~ government, police, and civilians in the province against the Abu SayyaF bangits who are responsible for the conduot of
bombings, extorfion activities, and kidnappings in Basitan,” said Wesmincom commander Major General Carlito G.
Galvez, Jr.

Authorities are still conducting pursuit operations against other members of the terrorist group.

http:/inews. abs-cbn.com

Army: Military ops vs. ASG ‘gaining success’

From the Davac Today (Mar 10): Army: Military ops vs. ASG ‘gaining success’

COMBAT READY. As part of their Araw ng Dabaw preparations, soldiers of the Task Force Davao display their readiness
to respond to emergency scenarios during the combat simylation conducted b y the Joint Task Force Haribon af the Task
Foroe Daveo headquarters in Sta. Ana Wharf, Davao City on Wednesday, Feb. 8. {Paulo C. Rizal/davastoday.com)

A ranking army official here said the military operafions against the Abu Bayyaf Group was gaining success
following a series of reported encounters and killings of ASG rebals,

“The AFP’s campaign against the Abu Sayyaf Group and other terrar groups there in the [Western Mindanao
Command], particularly in Sulu and Basilan are gaining success. The encounters and and the nautralization of
terrorists In those areas) are continuous,” Brig. Gen. Gilbery Gapay, commander of the Joint Task Force Haribon

said in a press conference here Wednesday.

‘The Armed Forces of the Philippines is currently waging an ali out war against the ASG. The AFP recanily deployed 8,600
soldiers as augmentation force to Sulu and Basilan, both known to be a bailiwick of the ASG operations.
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“What usually happens is that they make some diversionary tactics in other areas to ease up the Armed Forces' pressure
on them,” Gapay said.

He, however, assured the public that they are constantly monitoring for possible threats. Gapay said they aiveady
neutralized the Teadership of local terrar Group Ansar al-Khilafah in the Philippines in Saranagani which is within
the arga of responsibility of the Eastern Windanao Comraund,

As for the ASG, the Maute Grgi_.,fpj and tiﬁ;@_ﬁ;};ﬁggﬁ_amﬁro Istamic F re_a__c{om :F_r:n_‘ces__, Gagay..saigﬁﬂxey “extensive intalligence o

" ‘coverage”

“Our intelligence coverage of these groups are extensive. [We manitor] their movements, their spiinter groups so that we
would know firsthand of any attempts to infilirate Davao City), Gapay said.

http/idavactoday.com

7 NPAs killed in SOLCOM area of responsibility

From Update. PH (Mar 9): 7 NPAs kifled in SOLCOM area of responsibility

Armed Forces of the Philippines Southern Luzon Command (SOLCOM) reporied the death of seven NPA
members during follow-up operations in Camarines Sur and Quezon provinces,

“The encounter ensued on March 7, 2017 at around 1:08 PM betwesn 83rd infantry Battalion (83IB) and 20 NPAs
at Brgy Tabgon, Goa, Camarines Sur and recovered three {3) NPAs killed including three (3) .45 Cal pistol and
materials for making Improvised Explosive Devices (JEDs) with one (1 ) CAA slightly wounded identified as
Solomon Biviro,” SOLCON said. As troops of 831B continued the offensive two AKA4T rifle, one M18 rifle, one

1203 grenade launchar, and NPA docaments were recovered.

SOLCOM said three NPAs who were killed are yet to be identified. While a wounded CAA is now at Camp Elias Angeles
Station Hospital for medical assistance.

Weanwhile, four still unidentified NPAs were killed after a 30-minute firefight between troops of 2nd Jungle
Fighter Company of 86th Infantry Battalion (B5IB) and 20 NPAs on March 7, 2017 at around 2:00 PI at Sitio
Umagos, Brgy Gamplera, San-Andres near the boundary of Brgy. Mabunga, San Francisco, Quezon,

SOLCOM commander Lieutenant General Ferdinand ¥, Quidilia said that the AFP will sontinte 1o condust military
affensive aperation as a punitive action in order to pursue these lawless NPA members who continue to condusct violent
attacks against the soldiers and the public.

The AFP appeals to the members of the NPA to engage in a localized peace talks and encourage them to ask for the help
of the third party sectors if they decided to negotiate at the grassroots level.

hitp./iwww.update.ph
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Government forces encounter NPA in Batangas

From Update.Ph (Mar 10} Government forces encountsr NPA in Batangas

At around 1 pm today, another firefight ensued between the government troops from Philippine Army 2nd
Infantry ‘Jungie Fighter' Division {2ID) and members of NPA at Bray Teong, Tuy, Batangas. According to 2iD, the
-encounier was aresult of continuing milltary offensive-after the termination of unilateral seasefire, and the order
of Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief-of-Staff to hit the enemy hard.

"WhilE condiicting combat operation, the Woops of 1st infantry Batiafion and 730th Combat Group ali under the
cantrol of 2nd Division’s 202nd Brigade encountered an undetermined number of armed rebels,” 2i0 said.

No casualty from the government troops was recorded while the number of casualties from ergmy side is
undetermined. The troops recovered one AK47, one Shotgun, and one Improvised Explosive Device {IED).

21D noted that the said engagererit is just three days after the encounter in Quezon Province which resuifed o the desth
of 4 NPAs, apprehension of two alleged NPAs, and the recovery of seven high-powered firearms (two AK47, four M1 &,

and one M203).

“The enemies of the government shall expect massive combat operations as we are now more focused in protecting the
people from any threat,” 2ID commander Major General Rhoderick Parayno said.

titp:fhwanw.update . ph
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Afl-out offensives faunched in Basilan province

From the Mindanao Examiner (Mar 10} Ali-out offensives launched in Basilan province
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Sulu Governor Toloh Tan during a récent imeeting with Defense ohief Delfin Lorenizana and other senior military officials.
(Photos by Ahifranzie Salinas)

ZAMBOANGA CITY - The Philippine military ordered an all-out offensive against the iSIS-affiliated Abu Sayyaf
group in the restive province of Basilan in the Muslim autonomous region following fierce clashes that feft 4

rebels dead, officials said Saturday,

Major General Garlite Galvez, ohief-of the Western Mindanao Cormmand, said the campaign has the backing of the
tocal governments and civilians in the province, just several nautical riiles south of Zamboanga City,

“Allout offensives are being conducted by the Joint Task Force Basilan with the support and coordination of the
focal government; police, and civillans in the province against the Abu Sayvaf bandits who are responsible for
the conduct of bombings, extortion activities, and kidnappings in Basilan,” Galvez said.

He also boasted 1o finish off the Abu Sayyaf in just 8 months. A rhetoric also made by many generals ahead of him and all
of them failed in their campaign to rid the island-province of the Abu Sayyaf, which authorities linked to deadly attacks on

military and civilian targets in the troubled region.

“The entire commend is more motivated to go after-and finish-off the group within the next six months or less,” Galvez
said.

Just recently, security forces kifled Ustadz Mobin Kulin, alias Mulawin, a relative of Abu Sayyaf chieftain Isnilan
Hapilon; and 3 other rebels in ferocious fighting in Tapiantana isfand which is also part of Basiian, Troops also
recovered several automatic weapons and improvised explosives.
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The government offensives jo Basilan came after Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana and Aremed Forees’ Chief
of Staff, General Eduardo Aflo, including Galvez, met with various sectors in the neighboring province of Sulu
where they discussed security measurss in the region and sought the support of the Muslims in fighting the Abu

Sayvafl,

The meeting was also attended Army Lieutenant Seneral Glorioso Miranda, Brigadier Genweral Francis Carada, Deputy
Commander of the 3rd Air Division of the Philippine Air Force; Rear Admiral Rene Medina, Commander of the Naval
Forces Western Mindanao; and National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon, and provincial officials fed by Govermor

Totoh Tan and 14 of the 19 municipal mayors in Sulu, Representatives of the Moro islamic Liberation Front, the MOTG. .

Natioral Liberation Front, and the academe, religious, health and business sectors also attended the mesting heid af the
Provincial Capitol.

Lerenzana said President Rodrigo Duterte wants the problem in Sulu to be given a long-term solution and ordered the
cabinet secretaries to talk with the local govemments in order to make them affirm that their role is very important in giving

solution to the Abu Sayvyaf problem.

For his part, Tan said military actions are not the sole answer in addressing the Abu Sayyaf problems, but the defivery of
basic government services and other peace and development projects to the people.

“We also want a permanent solution to our probiem here in the province, that is why we are all hers to talk about possible
actions. With us are fourteen mayors who have given thelr own recommendations after airing their concerns to the
govemnment. We believe that military action is not the only solution to the current situation but the delivery of basic goods
and services of the-gevemment fo the people is-ane of the most petent and-effective answers o the problem-at hand,”

Tan said.

Tar and the mayors also reaffinrmed their commitment to peace and support to the military and govemment efforts in
finding a long fasting solution to the Abu Sayyaf problems. “We are with you {the military) 100 percent. We will not aliow
those who are supporting the Abu Sayyaf to five and prosper within our communities. We will have those reported
cuddiing terrorist investigated and answer their infractions. Let us work together to cleanse our barangays and towns so

that we can bring development in our area,” Tan said,

Security forces are also battling another Abu Sayyaf faction in Sulu which is also part of the autonomous region.
e fimindanagexaminer.com

NPA rebels own up deadly attack in Davao Sur

From the Mindanac Examiner (Mar 10). NPA rebels own up deadly aftack in Davao Sur

Comimunist rebels on Friday owned up to the deadly ambush of a police team in the southerii Philippine province
of Davao del Sur and boasted how it carefully planned and carried out the daring attack.

Rigoberto Sanchez, & spokesman for the New People’s Army, said rebai forces from the Mt Apo Subregional
Operations Command also seized four weapons from the slain police members in the vi llage of Sibayan in
Bansalan town on March 8,

The team of policermnen ware heading to the village to respond o a shooting incident when rebels attacked them. Police
said those killed were mastly forensic experts.

But Sanchez said the armed policemen were on “offensive operation” against the NPA "Humiliated in the face of
defeat and supremacy of guerrilia tactics, the enemy desperately attempted fo twist the facts of the incident to
conceal the bare-faced roftenness of the Armed Forces’ counter-insurgency plan,” he said.
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He said the police was just covering up for its falled anti-insurgency operation. “Shamefaced by the affermath of
the successful NPA ambush against its troops, the Philippine National Police hierarchy peddled the dubious line
and outrageously melodramatic declaration that the PNP unit was a non-tactical police team overwhelmed bya
superflucus NPA force which seized all six of its total fiesarms.”

“It is a vain attempt to cover-up the fact that an armed PNP unit on offensive aperation was effectively neutralized
by a 14-man NPA unit. Seizing the initiative as a matter of principle of guerrilia warfare, the NPA unit was able to

induce the ensmy into a welldaid ambush and attack the ensmy’s weak force by the. NPA’s relative supetior forog: — -

In subdulng the PNP unit, the NPA aims to win a battle of quick decision by demabilizing its moving targets and
wiping out the enemy swiftly,” Sanchez sald.

He also accused the police and military forces of committing “a_%roc‘inuﬁ’* human rights viela_timsand
international humanitarian law violations agaifist Innotent eivilians &nd members of indigenous tribes suspected
either as members or supporters of the NPA in the provinces of Davao def Sur and North Cotabato.

Senchez, narrating how rebels carried out the ambush, he said: “An NPA platoon was positioned at the mountainside of
Barangay Sibayan in order to frustrate military and pofice operations in the area. Another squad tock pogition nearby. The
NFA command was in anticipation of police and military operations to be coordinated by the 39th infantry Battalion. At
6:15 a.m., heavily armed police personnel aboard two mobile PNP vehicles were dispatched, apparently to reconnoiter

and clear the area before deplaying its soldisrs.”

“The first palics vehicle-passed by the NPA ambush position site-at6:35.a.m. The MPA squad desisted from siriking when
it saw civilians riding in motorcvcies were in close proximity to the moving PNP vehicie. The second police vehicle passed
by subsequently. At 7:10 a.m,, the NPA squad, positioned eight meters from the road, proceaded to ambush the passing
mobile vehicle. After the inifial five-second volley of gunshots, the NPA commander called for the snemy troops to

surrender and lay down their arms.”

He continued on saying “the PNP personnel, however, retaliated with numerous return of fire. A wounded police officer
jumped off from the vehicle. It took ten minutes of an exchange of fire before the NPA squad succeeded in subduing the
PNF unit before cautiously approaching the PNP mabiie vehicle to seize two M6 riflas and two Smm Glock pistols. At
7:25 a.m., the NPA 14-man squad safely withdrew from the ambush site.”

Sanchez sald rebels will centinue to.exact reveiutionary justice and wage tactical offensives-anywhere and anviime ir: the
countryside and areas under the so-called People’s Democratic Government. “Tempered in the long running guerriia
warfare in the country, the Red fighters will continue to deliver heavy blows against the enemy, seize arms to increase the
number of ifs full-fighting units and advance the level of paople’s war,” he said. . e U

Foilowing the ambush, President Rodrigo Duterte also ordered the police and military to run after the rebels. The attack
ocourred as members of the government panel are holding backchannel talks with the rebals for the rasumption of the

peace negotiations.

Duterte suspendad the peace talks last month after rebels launched a series of deadly attacks in the restive region
following government’s failurs to release some 400 poiftical detainses — mastly NPA leaders and members arrestad and
captured in the past by authorities —a promise made by tha President during election campaigr last vear.

The rebeis have been fighting for many decades now for #he establishment of & commuinist state In the country,

http:/imindanacexaminer. com
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