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STORY BY TARRA QUISMUNDO

The government should rethink
relations with China following reports
Beijing was planning to build a radar
station on Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal
off the coast of Zambales, atcording

to Supreme Court Associate Justice
Antonio Carpio. China’s latest move

is meant to back its excessive maritime
claims in the strategic region, R
Carpio said. | A2
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THE ARMS

Writing 10 his sons, Gen. Vicente Lim observed, “No matter how crooked, how weak the next President is... as long as

the Anny-is strong, honest,and Free from politics, the.nationwill stand. Ihe Army has always been the hackbone ol all

nations, barging nene in the world.” Hs history may be complicated, but its vision for itself has remained consistent:
to defend the nation by demonstrating the values of integrity, courage, and loyally to institutions,
and not personalities among its alumni.
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FOR MALE AND FEMALE CADET
APFLICANTS

PMA FULL DBESS WHITE UNIER ARMS

For cadet officers, the uniferm
is comprised of:

- Shako with plume

= Full-dress coat

+ Sash tied around the waist
= Whiie gioves

- White panis

- Breastplate

» Sword with sword strups

+ Bfack socks and black shees

RANK [NSIGNIAS/CHEVRON OF THE COAPS

| A

: ]

| =8

i BaLalioes

1 Commuanciar

é 4

! Q ik =

! Battalion Battahon sd; 3 Hakl s 54

i AdJuLant and 1

| A

A

¢

‘ Batlalion s Canpany Gdtlaliun
. Cranuands Strpefity Syt.

A &

i Cotngetiy Cumpany Coltpahy
1 Exnttilive Supply Fusts gt
Officas Syt

Color bearer FPlatows =gt

Dotnr shany ) Platwon Guide
o Color Guard Srpuoand Leads:
i HOSsRr s ) U
i E Sepuad

i Ledaddes

B owet sliee v
i
B

e e s

ak 52855205

the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that 1s & source of national prige

e

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emaif add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tef no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205 '

ALEDICTORIAN,
CRUZ

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) B45-8555Local: 5285, 5295 |
T>

Army Core Purpose: Serving the pseple. Securing the fand.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army201 2@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

\ge requirement upon entering

on April1 of the yeat after:

inhactares of Fort .
r PMAs stte ;00

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5265 |
Zp —

Army Core Purpose. Serving the people. Securing the land.

—




Army vision; By 2028, a werld-class Army that is a source of national pride.

19 MARCH 2017

NPAs threatens to attack PNP, military outposts in CMindanao

From the Manila Times {Mar 17). NPA threatens to attack PNP, military ocutposts in CMindanao
The Central Mindanao Police Regional Office 12 has revealed that Communist Party of the Philippines-New
People's Army (CPP-NPA} guerrillas will gather their forces in various areas in the country for a show force,

apparently to belittle a report of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) that they are a gang of extortionists
and terrorists.

Police Senior Supt. Fanklin Alvero, provincial director of South Cotabato, confirmed the threat, saying the CPP-
NPA will conduct massive attacks on designated police checkpoints and Army detachments in Central Mindanao.

About 300 NPA fiéhters massed up in a rebel camp in Barangay Lumiad, Paquibato District in Davao region
recently.

The assembly was withessed by an estimated 3,000 members and supporters of the NPA.

The communist rebels are ceiebrating their founding anniversary on March 29,

In January, the NPA rebels burned down nine buses of the Yellow Bus Line Co. (YBL) attegedly for failure of the bus
owners to pay "revoiutionary” tax.

Total damage was estimated at P30 million.
The buming of the YBL buses alarmed the Ritchie Yap family, owner of the bus company.

The bus firm may have to stop their business to the detriment of about 700 employees, according to Boy Par, the
company’s operations manager based in Koronadal City.

“Its not worth dying anymore that we will continue the business as the NPA guerillas continue to burn the buses along the
routes in various parts of the region because the management coutd not give in to their demand for revolutionary’ tax.

The company will be forced to shut down its operation if these harassment will continue and would cause the
retrenchment of 700 employees,” Par said.

South Cotabato Gov. Daisy Avance-Fuentes made an appeal in a TV interview, urging the police and military to closely be
on guard and to monitor the harassments carried out by the NPA through iftegally collecting money from businessmen.

Fuentes also urged the heads of the NPA to calm down and respect the communities in the areas, especially the
businessmen who help the province achieve progress.

According to intelligence reports, the order to collect and demand revolutionary tax come from the Main Regional
Guerilla Command to finance the CPP-NPA recruitment of teenagers to join the communist army.

The reports said that even resumption of peace negotiation between the government and the National
Democratic Front (NDF) cannot prevent the Main Regional Guerilla Command from exacting revolutionary tax,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Meanwhile, the NPA rebels continue to attack police and military personnel in various parts of Mindanao, displacing
residents.

Last Wednesday, about 357 persons were evacuated after the communist guerrillas harassed Barangay Hinimbangan in
Kitcharao, Agusan del Norte where the military was conducting development support and security operations.

On the same day, NPA spokesman Rigoberto Sanchez claimed they raided the house of a police agent in Kidapawan
City, North Cotabato and seized asscrted weapons.

hitpJhwwew manitatimes .net

Retired army shot dead

From the Sun Star-Bacolod {Mar 18): Retired army shot dead
A RETIRED member of the Philippine Army was shot to death by suspected members of the New People's Army
(NPA) at Barangay Sibucawan, Isabela, Negros Occidental Friday.

Senior Inspector Joseph Partidas, deputy chief of Isabela Municipal Police Station, identified the fatality as Melvin
Tovis, 49,

investigation showed that Tovis and his friend were talking in front of a coffee shop when five unidentified men
fired at him past 3 p.m.

Tovis succumbed to five gunshot wounds, but his friend was unharmed.

The assailants then carted away the bag of Tovis's friend containing cash amounting to P10,000 and escaped on
foot,

Recovered were bullets of .45 caliber pistol,
Partidas said Tovis served as security guard of an hacienda after his retirement in 2008.

Tovis reportedly had an encounter with the rebels at Barangay San Agustin in 2016, where he got injured, Partidas
added. '

The police deputy said they are eyeing revenge and grudge as the motives.

hitp:/f'www.sunstar.com.ph
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AFP: War with communists continues

From the Business Mirror (Mar 18): AFP: War with communists continoes

in Photo! In this November 23, 2016, file photo, New People's Army new regional rebel commander and spokesman
Jaime Padilla, who uses the nom de guerre Comrade Diego, poses beside Comrade Katryn, who had her face painted to
conceal her identity, at their rebel encampment tucked in the harsh wilderness of the Sierra Madre mountains southeast of
Manila. Young Filipino rebels represent a new generation of Maoist fighters, who refiect the resiliency and constraints of
an insurgency that has dragged on for nearly half a century through six Philippine presidencies. Crushing poverty,

despair, government misrule and the abysrnal inequality that has long plagued Philippine society were their best recrufter,
according lo the guerrilias. AP/Aaron Favila

The government and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) have embarked on yet another
attempt at forging peace by agreeing to begin a new round of talks, along with a cease-fire,

Protesters hoid slogans during a rally outside Camp Aguinaldo, headquarters of the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFF), in Quezon City fo protest the alleged “all-out war” being waged by the miijtary and the police against communist
rebels following the collapse of the peace talks on March 10.
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But until both parties begin meeting on the negotiating table, there is no certainty that even a temporary amity
between them will come—not just yet.

in fact, a prelude to the meeting is already characterized by posturing and innuendos by “angels” and
“guardians” from both sides, one from the Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) and the other from the New

Pqu?g’s Army.

Rather than building confidence, the demeanor does not give credence, or augurs well for the resumption of peace
negotiations.

Continuing operations

Until the official start of the talks and the issuance of an accompanying cease-fire, the military sald it will
continue its “focused” combat and intelligence operations against the rebels.

The chief of the military’s public affairs office, Col. Edgard A. Arevalo, said this was due to the fact that there has been no
word yet for the AFP to suspend its anti-insurgency operations.

Arevalo banked on the Palace position that the Commander in Chief has only acknowledged the joint statement of both
panels of their “intent” to resume formal tatks.

Before the negotiations were stopped by President Duterte on February 4, both parties have already agreed to continue
the formal talks the foilowing month, with a bilateral cease-fire among the subjects of discussions.

With & mere intent, Arevalo said negotiations are not enough. The effectivity could even be the subject to an agreement
by both the governmeant and the NDFP.

Even if there would be talks, there must be a cease-fire before the military could stop its ongoing operations
against NPA members around the country,

For a cease-fire to be issued and become effective, the military, taking a cue from Malacafiang, said both parties
should also come up with parameters.

“Until a unilateral cease-fire is issued, we will continue our operations,” said Arevalo, adding the military cannot be
insensitive 1o the “sufferings of Filipinos” as a result of the “atrocities” commitied by the rebels.

Until Wednesday, at least 61 “atrocities”, including firefights, have been committed by members of the NPA, as recorded
by the military.

Out of these incidents, Arevalo said they have neutralized 120 rebels.
Countering AFP operations

As the military stuck {o its guns, the NPA, through its spokesman, Jorge Madios, alias Ka Oris, said it stands ready to
conirent the offensive and "defend the people” from the reported abuses of scidiers.

“Since [the} GRP [government of the Repubiic of the Philippines] [represented by] President Duterte's order on March O
[decided] to 'flatten the hills’, the AFP has become even more frenzied in its crazed war against the people,” Madlos said

in the same statement.

The rebel spokesman went on to enumerate the reported excesses of the military.
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According to him, on March 11, the military carried out aerial strikes in Barangay Cabuyuan in Mabini, Compostela Valley,
using at least three MG-520 attack helicopters that dropped 10 bombs.

The bomnbing tock place as ground troops fired their machine guns.

At least 75 families, composed of 200 individuals, were reportedly fgﬁqgg to fiee their hom‘gg.

"For two days now, the AFP has conducted aerial bombing runs in Barangays Gawang, Tee and Andavit in Datu Salibo,
Maguindanao, using FA-50 jet fighters and MG-520 helicopter gunships,” Madlos claimed.

The operation, he added, forced the evacuation of at least 3,000 families.

Madlos said that since last month, the military has been conducting aerial bombings against "peasant communities” in
L.aak, Compostela Valley, in Bansalan, Davao del Sur; Asuncion in Davao del Norte; Fatima in Davao City; and Alabel in
Sarangani.

He also claimed that over the past weeks, at least 15 peasants have been killed by the military and other agents of the
government in Rizal, Quezon, Capiz, Compostela Vailey, North Cotabato, Davao City and other places.

Options
Rather than trading barbs and painting animosity toward each other, both forces should diligently work for an environment
that is conducive fo the holding of the talks and its success. After all, peace is the only option, observers noted.

However, in the event that the second attempt for the negotiations folicws the path of the initial talks, what would be Ieft
for the rebels and the military?

As previously declared by the rebels, they would have to continue fighting the government. After all, the insurgency has
survived previous administrations, and there is no reason it could not survive the Duterte administration.

Localized peace talks
On the other hand, the miiitary will continue its operations against the NPA.
It may follow also its track before the negotiations were sidelined, and this is to push through with focalized peace talks.

Ground commanders have earlier reported that local officials in areas where the NPA operates have agreed, and even
endorsed, the holding of localized talks.

This idea has been espoused by the military even in previous administrations.

http://www.businessmirror.com.ph

Korea-made jets deploy for bomb runs vs NPA

From The Standard (Mar 18): Korea-made jets deploy for bomb runs vs NPA

IN THE 1980s and the early part of the 1990s, the “Tora-Tora” war planes—the Japanese-made T-28D
“Eagles”—woere dropping 500-pound bombs above the dense forests and communities in the valleys of Marag,

Paco and Zinundungan,

The Eagle was back in Northern Luzon on Thursday with more advanced capability and conducting bombing
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sorties in Malibcong, Abra.

imelda Tabiando, head of the Cordillera Human Rights Alliance, at least four “Golden Eagle” (FA30) lead-in jet
fighters had dropped 14 bombs in multiple sorties in Barangay Lat-ey where suspected fighters of the New
People’s Army were aliegedly sighted.

UTHe FABD jets are the nieWest aircrafl acqlisitions bithe Arfrien Forces of the PhiippinesTrom the manifaciurer Korean
Aerospace Inc. of South Korea. The AFP bought a dozen of the aircraft worth P18.9 billion.

But Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos Isagani Zarate condemned the bombings by the Philippine Air Force as part of its
intensified counterinsurgency operations foellowing the collapse of the peace talks between the Duterte
administration and the communists.

But early this week the negotiating paneis of both parties had agreed to revive the peace talks. Zarate said the
“indiscriminate bombings” in Malibcong was "part of the aerial support to the Army’s 24th infantry Battalion
otherwise known as Palparan Battalion after retired major general Jovito Paiparan.

Palparan is among military officers facing crimina! charges before a regional trial court in Bulacan for the abduction and
disappearance of student-activists Karen Empeno and Sherlyn Cadapan, both from the University of the Philippines
Diliman.

THE OTHER SIDE. Supporters of the CPP-NPA-NDF hold a fightning rally on the 48th anniversary of the Communist
Party of the Phitippines in Manila, saying the Armed Forces should support reopening the peace talks instead of engaging
in war. Lino Santos

"The bombings also razed the forested part of Barangay Lat-ey and affected the farms, grazelands and rice fields of the
Tingguians belonging to the Mabaka, Banao and Gubang tribes. Since yesterday morning, around 14 huge explosions
were reported by residents in the area,” he said, citing reports from CHRA.

The bembing sorties also forced teachers to suspend classes and some families were affected.
“The CHRA said the AFP operations headed by Lt. Col. Dominic Baluga commenced last Menday, forcing Dep-ed to
suspend the classes of public elementary and high school as the parents, adults and elders feared that children might be

harmed,” Zarate said.

"An estimated 56 families, including close to 200 children, are reportedly affected in the villages of Malibcong.
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“We are calling on President Duterte to rein in the military in displacing civilians and causing widespread destruction of
property and trauma to the indigenous people in the area.

"Also, in Hine with tha resumption of the GRP-NDF peace negotiations, the military should stop this rampage to have & ‘
more conducive atmosphere for the talks.” e

hiip:/thestandard.com.ph

Abra schools closed amid ongoing operations vs rebels

From the Philippine Star (Mar 17): Abra schools clesed amid ongoing operations vs rebels

In this photo taken Nov. 23, 2016, members of the New People's Army communist rebels with face painted 1o conceal
their identities, stand in formation during ceremonies before a news conference held at their guerrifla encampment fucked
in the harsh wilderness. AP/File photo

BAGUIO CITY, Philippines - School c_hi!dren in hinterland Malibcong town in Abra are still confined to their homes
and villages.

Classes are still suspended with the ongoing military operations against communist rebels who raided the town
police station Sunday night and ambushed the top police chief's convoy the morning after.

The class suspensions may still be extended, the Department of Education {(DepEd) saig.

At least 11 elementary schools shut down classes starting Tuesday and would continue until the military and police
declare the situation “cleared,” said Georaloy Palac-oy of the DepEd.

Most of the teachers in the affected schools, the education department added, are from other towns and far-flung areas.
The Cordillera police leadership formed a Special investiation Task Group (SITG) headed by Cordillera police’s deputy

regional director for administration Senior Superintendent Gregorio Lim charged to dig deap if there were operational
lapses on the part of the policemen.
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Around 30 communist guerilias raided the town’s police station temporarily housed at the abandoned home of
Matibcong town mayor Benido Bacuyag at around 7:30 p.m. Sunday. They occupied the station for an hour and
tock away seven M16 assault rifles, three pistols and four mobile phones.

Reinforcing policemen headed by Abra police director Senior Superintedent Alberto Tagum were ambushed
along their way to the town proper at around 11 a.m. Monday,

Police Officer 2 Jessie Triniad, Police Officers 1 Marlon dela Paz, Gerome Baidos, Kennon Sanggoy and Von
Harold Layao, though hurt in the exchange of gunfire with rebels, were declared safe. Tagum was unhurt.

Cordillera police director Chief Superintendent Elmo Sarona had reminded all policemen to be alert at alf times to prevent
similar incidents. He ordered all chiefs of police to intensify their crime prevention efforts and strengthen security of their
personnel in their areas of responsibility and to further step up their anti-criminality strategies.

Abra Gov. Jocelyn Valera-Bernos said all policemen deployed in Malibcong were pulled out and relieved with those
coming from the Cordillera regional headguarters.

Abra is on heightened aleri at present.
Tokhang prompted Sunday raid

Meanwhile, communist guerillas who admitted doing the attack said complaints of local villagers against the
police’s “Oplan Tokhang” prompted Sunday’s raid at the headquarters of the Mabiicong town police,

Martin Montana, spokesperson of the New Peoples Army-llocos said Sunday’s raid was meant to punish the
police for abuses on villagers during various “Opian Tokhang” operations and disrespect on indigenous socio-
political structures on villages.

According to Montana, majority of the villagers in Malibcong cannot erase in their memories the local police
station’s role in defending the interest of wariords and the Cellophil Resources Corporation during the Marcos
regime which exploited their natural resources, grabbed their ancestral iands and trampled on their human rights
until now.

“Hindi lang sa Malibcong, kundi sa haios sa fahat ng bayan ng Abra ay ganito ang papel ng kapulisan,” said Montana.

The twin attacks in Abra were the latest attack by the NPA in the Cordillera after rebels torched two trucks of the
Philex Mining Corporation in ltogon, Benguet on the third week of February,

hitp:/iwww philstar.com

‘47 TERRORISTS NEUTRALIZED'": AFP checking report

'dangerous’ JI operative killed in Maguindanao offensive

From GMA News (Mar 18): '47 TERRORISTS NEUTRALIZED': AFP checking report ‘dangerous' Jl operative killed
in Maguindanaoc offensive

The military's Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) on Saturday said it is verifying reports that a
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suspected foreign terrorist was killed in a series of assaults against the Bangsamoro islamic Freedom Fighters
(BIFF) early this week in Maguindanao.

Westmincom spokesperson Capt. Jo-Ann Petinglay said in a statement that there are "persistent” reports
that indian-Singaporean terrorist Mohammad Ali bin Abduirahman alias Muawiyah were among the 21 terrorists
killed in air and ground assaults launched by the military in known lairs of the BIFF in Barangay Tee in Datu

B e R

Abdulrahman had reportedly acted as a negotiator for the Abu Sayyaf group and known as a "dangerous"
operative of the Jemaah istamiyah.

Petinglay said that also reported killed in the air and ground assaults were Salahuddin Hassan, a local terrorist
and bomber trained by Abdulrahman and Esmael Abdulmatlik alias Abu Toraype, a brigade commander of the
BIFF.

"Validations are being made on the ground on the persistent reports that these terrorists were killed in the well-planned,
well-coordinated, and well-executed massive air and ground operations,” the military spokesperson said in the statement.

Marwan cohorts
She said that Abdulrahman and the two local terrorists were cohorts of terror suspect itarwan, who had been

confirmed killed by Special Action Force elite troopers in Mamasapano town on January 2016.

Petinglay said in the statement, quoting a report from Joint Task Force Central Brig. Gen. Arnel dela Vega, that 26
suspected terrorists were wounded in the four-day military offensive in Barangay Tee.

Recovered during the operations were bomb-making manuals, five improvised explosive devices and several IED
components.

"The recovery from the area of manuals of IED-making indicates that the slain terrorists were glving instructions
on how to assemble explosive devices and launch bombing attacks,” she said.

Petinglay said that Abulrahman's group had aiso provided training for new recruits, including members of local terror
Maute group based in Lanao,

She also reported that troops also recovered five firearms following an encounter with Abdulrahman's group in
Barangay Pidsandawan in Rajah Buayan town at around 2 a.m.

Shabu

Petinglay, meanwhile, said that Joint Task Force Central soldiers seized P1 million worth of shabu during a joint operation
with the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency and the North Cotabato police in Barangay Dalingaoen in Pikit iown on
Friday morning.

Eleven pecpile, including "high-value” target Mangiging Pandian, were arrested during the operation.

Aiso seized during the operation were one .45 pistol, three stolen vehicies, P28,000 cash and several cellphones.

hitp:/Mwww gmanetwork.com
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