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STORY BY AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

B But analysts warn China’sbuilding
on Panatag would changethe
situation in the South China Sea A2

E The President also says: ‘Why
will you be so shameless just
because they are passing by’

E ‘We cannot stop China from
doing those things. Even the
Americans can’t stop them’

thin the’ teIHtOTY
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':'proi:)er isp
The f1ref1ght happened At

) _evacuated to the tawn center
" after. the rebels arrxved ac--‘-
: cordmg 1o the Army.
.- When the, rebels saw the
-female NPA- imember- fall -
_dead, they qmckly withdrew .
- -and scattered to dxfferent ds-
- rections. mpulupc TUBEZA INQ )
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pie s Army NPA) amazon was
kﬂled whﬂe four ather ebel were

a7 il andabaﬁdoher of hve am—-
g 'mumtlons .

o She: said the=15 mmutes gun

' battle started at 4 p.m. Saturday:

~ - .Del Rosario said the clash be-
' tween thennidetermined number of

- NPA, armed wing of the Communist
" Party of the Philippines (CPP); took

place when-elements of the 29th IB

© weré conducting peace and develop-

ment effort and clearing operations

in Hlmmbangan area. A
_“Qur troops engaged the mem- -
. bers of Front-Committee 16-A under

Commander Ofo of the -CPP-NPA
Northeastern Mindanao Regional
Committee in a fierce fire fight but

nsurg ts and bri

:_.:":_::the thcharao Mumc:pal'-_
::'_Z Pohce Statlen 1 'proper_t::

. 'bangan draggmg along with them
. their three wounded: comrades-m—

arms;’ claimed the 29th’ B CMO
officer S o

--She saida hot pursuit operation
was still ongoing in the mountain

and forested-areas: of membangan
-'of that same town.- -

- Pel Rosario sazd Hmimbangan
wag the site where the NPA rebels
allegedly attacked ‘the commu-
nity only four days before where 89

families, or 857 individuals, had to

flee to the Municipal Gymnasium:of
Barangay Crossmg, Kitcharao town
of that same province,

“a hospital for. 'medlcai
¢ ireatment;? the 29th AB-:
CMO ofﬁce_r sa1d dn-an
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; ml Phlhp c. Tubeza
Team: Inqmrer

strikes anid groun
10 dispiacement of: vﬂlagers :

“bombs only. hit. trees

~COTABATO CF

o -tary sa1d an' and grounda assaults :
- ' 2 enegadE
i ;rebeis suspecte :0f -provid) :
- ghelterto terrorists Had killed at: b

t'-':z1 xebeis and wounded 26
leaders 2dis

P9 Re
“Maro. Islarm 'leeratlon rOn

; laﬁnched from March 13 to 16 . ;' _:opposed 1o peace talks with:the spokespers‘on
dceot ding 1o the military: - o government Swas prowdmg Infantiy Dzmsmn (1]3) Csaid :
shelter to ‘terrorists.i: i 1mpr0v1sed expkomv’e devices

Col. Dmsdado Carreotn, 601st-_

' S Infantry:: Bngade ‘commander
' : ts-and MG'520: L

y-AnTE Petthglay, the a,nd bomb components were re- '
: the three

_ 'stem Mmdanao‘
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_the attack are s’nli bemg Vahdated
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The Wanila Times

BY FERNAN MARASIGAN

HE mllztary launched over the
weekend air and ground operations in
Maguindanao, killing 21 members of the

terrorist group Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters (BIFF) and wounding 26 others,
belated reports reaching Camp Agulnaldo in
.Quezon City said.on Sunday

Last week 10 BIFF members and

2 foréign terrorist believed to bea

leader of the Asian terror group
Jema‘ah Islamiyah were killed in
Datir Salibo in Maguindanao.

..Over the weekend, Joint Task
Forces ‘of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines {AFP) and the Western

Mindanao: ‘Corntriand under Maj..-

Gen’ Catlito Galvez, Jt. pounded
the BIFF position in Barangay Tee
also in Datu Salibo where the ter-
rorists were reportedly conducting

a trammg on bomb makmg

A military personnel was shght

iy wounded during the operations.

" The BIFF members tried to =~
escape bui were met by blocking

forces, according to Brig .Gen.
Arnel de la Vega, cormmander of

the Philippine Army's 6th Infantry
“Division and’ coricurrent ‘chief of -
the joint Task Force Central.

During clearing operations,
government troops found five
improvised explosives devices, sev-

“ Muawiyah; and Esniael I Abdiilma
- Hk ahasAbuToraype, the'D_ :
Islamiyah Magtindanao founder

eral TED compogents, half a kilo

of ﬂash powder, one-inch concrete

nar§§, batteries, a radio frequency

© tecetver and bomb components.

- Also recovered in the area were
manuals for [ED-making.

De la Vega said targets of the
security forces were the groups
of Muharimad All Bin Abdulral-
man, alias Muawiyah, a foreign

terrorist; Salahuddin Hassan, alo- -
~ southern Mindanao including
“those from the Maute grou
“with test miissions that target
_National Grid Corporation ofthe =

cal terrorist and bomber trained by

fzh

and a BIFF brigade commander

"Validations are being made
on the ground on the persistent
reports that these terrorists were
killed ir the well-planned, -co-

ordinated and -executed mas
“-sive airand ground operatzons,
he added.

De la Vega said the ]1hadlsts
were cohorts of Zulkifli Bin Hir
alias Marwan who was slain dur-

Page:

‘massacre in fanuary 2015,

18IS {Islamic State in lrag and |
= Syria]celiin Central Mindanao. o .22

_At

ing the infamous Mamasapano

Anti-terrorist operatlon
launched by the Philippine N
tional Police resulted in the mas-.
sacre of 44 police. commandm of
the elite Spec;al Action Force . -

Based on intelligence reports,
the BIFF was also-conducting - -
trainifig on [ED among recruits -
from’ different provinces in

Philippines towers, pubhc areas .
and conveyances, i
“With the recent successful'
operations, the AFP has dealt
a-severe blow to the reported

We are also confident thattheir
bomb-making capability was =
seriously ‘degraded if not ne- -
gated,” Galvez said.
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resuming-peace negotiations, then
the New People's Army {NPA)
rebels skould stop making

{ unprovoked attacks aga.inst civilian

" and military targets.

:Yif the NPAs are realiy sincere
~and one with the National
' Democratic Front (NDF) in their
| intent 40 Tesume the talks with
‘ government, they should stari
i manifesting -their intention by
. putting & stop to their terroristic

- activities which -continue to-harm

* ouf citizens and halt development

-in the communities,” Armed Forces : .
' of the Philippines (AFP) public”

" affairs office chief -Col. Edgard
Arevalo yesterday said. - .
He made this statemr.. as
insurgents continue to c.zdact
arson and harassment attacks

against legitimate business

If they a‘re z‘eal]y singere in.

despite-the announcement of the
government of the Philippines and
NDF pronouncemert on restarting
peace talks-in The Netherlands..
Several: NPA arson atbacks

were recorded by the AFP last

wegk, including the torching of a

commercial transport bus in .

Makilala, North Cotabato last
March 13 and -gutting of delivery
van owned by Fighter Wine

_Company in San Fernando,
' Bukidnon, alse in the same day. ..
:Other incidents of harassment -

include the series of NPA attacks . -
to condnct combat operations”

in- Barangay Hinimbangan,
Kitcharao in Agusan del Norte
which dispiaced 80 famﬂies last
March 156, .

“While the AFP sees that the
NDF .continnes to push the
resumption of the peace

operators and’ government troops :
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'negotiatwns, it i3 c}ear that they__
are also-losing hold of their men:-

on the ground. The_NPA with their
twisted ideals are attacking

_ innocent civilians, éxtorting money.

or burmng private ;)I‘()pertleS«.__
- against the NPA already yielded 83

Arevalo stressed.

As of this posting, the NPAB have _
already conducted 62 terroristic .
- activities since the start of the year.
These ‘inclizde abduction,

burning ‘6r arson, extortion,
ambush and harassment against

both czvxl:ans and mlhtary
.members :

““Om pur part v}e will contintte

against the terrorigt NPAs until we
receive an official pommunication
from the Office of the President
suspending the all-out war. Our
surgical, deliberate and intelligence-
driven operations have so far

surrendered while 61 were
‘recovered during operations, The

Page:

resulted to the neutrahzatmn of
128 NPAs of which, 23 were kllled
19 were arrested. and”. 87

- gurrendered,” the AFP pnbhe

affairs office chief stressed
“At present, thé operatmns ’

firearms from the NPA; 22 were

WeOEA 7D

casualties on our side are now at

* 53, of which 4 were killed in *

action, 36 were wounded, a.nd three w
were abducted * he added. :
‘In-Agusan-del Norte; 2’ fomale

“fightst of NPA'was killed during a 5
clash with 29tk {nfantry Battalion, _f' o
troopers in’ thcharao town last ¢

Saturday.
Col. Benjamin Hao, Army"‘f’
spokesman, sald the encounter.
took place 3:4b pre. in Barangay
Hinimbagan, Kitcharao town, ?HA
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M
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AND JEFFERSON ANTIPORDA -

Maﬂa Leonor ”Lem” Robredo before a :ji'
: S the_nghnst Magdaln gmup that._'_

" Jauniched a mutiny in 2003 against it ¢
" theadministration of former Presi--
. dent Gloria Macapagal-Amoyo. -
;-;__Ano sald moraie inithe: mﬂziary_ :
ishight '
The: AFP.@’chlef added that tbe'.;

Armed Forces ch1ef Cen. Edu-

ardo Afio said on Sunday that
the. mlhtary has not monitored
“destabilizationefforts related to.

the ﬁlmg afthe complamt agaznst
“the preszdent ' :

.Afo said recent developmems

in the pohtscal arena ‘are within

- the democra‘ac spacre as provided. .
by the ‘Constitution ané do not

pose 4 serious concern:”
. :“Thesituation nowadays is a far
: ':cry from: p*evzous ‘tirfieg and ‘the

" AFP resolve to stand by ‘the Re-

moves agamst the govemment

“zmpeachment omplam’c agains

pubhc and its mstltutions shoulcl .

not be doubted.” he pomted ot
Rep Gary Alemno of the Mag
a1t group filed th

uterte at the House ‘of Repre

sentatives on Thursday last week .
‘over thousands of supposedly
drug-related killings, summary ..
~ execiitions in Davao City when™
. -he was city mayor, and graft and_
corruption. _ _
“Onithie same day; the vice. pres1
‘dent, through a video message that

: P ;
‘be'tothe peapie and the’ ﬂag N
“He further ;exterateé that the-
- AFP muist always focus on its Con- .
- stitutionally mandated duties and

work for the interest of the peeple

and the ‘nation. $ol Idiers will not .
allow. themse[ves to be dlstracted y
_*-fmm t?ns, Ano said.

“something else; P_'
Ca radzo mtemew

: _:Professer i
" tive dlzecto'rofthe Institute for 0=

P1mentei sald the complamt was
ﬁled forpropaganda purposes. and:

- -"-.possrbiy as ‘Dasxs for 'Lhe ﬁimg c)f a.

THOM . Cample; ‘execy
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Rt 1974 durmg the martial law years, ‘the natmn $ mummpal
'éand__ city police forces were uriited as an integrated- natiohal po-
lice __(INP) prganization-and; ‘together with the Philippirie Con-
“stabu

Bcame Whatwas known'asthe PC!INP joint geyvices -

‘Command rested with the ch lef of the PC while holding the title
: of “Cme Cand Dlrect '

In December 1990 Gur
: _jyears . after. the 1986 ‘Edsa

pnmarypea' "and order
' Repubh _gAct

§an organ ation Knowrl

. 719
"-"constabulary force for the* purpc
“4hd order in the- country; replacmg the ;
i Actuatly ‘the'main roleand mis:,mn of the force as' to assist ;
" pSmilitary in theit paci-o+0 : Bl
Cdrive! “against’
 Pilipino: revolutionafies’
' who continued the fight
aefor mdependence even :
_after the - surrender of 7 7
: ;_-"Gen Emili Agumaldo e
- Under “the -guise of o pe
: ’ehmmatmg supposedly R
‘lawléss. ‘elements - de- - <
+. scribed as. bandits of
- “pulisqnes,” but who
Ciweres actualiy freedom’;’
" fighters, they ‘organized
- constabulary  units led
- by ‘Americdn officets in”
. the hunt for rebel lead- : ' :
“ers likes ‘Macario Sdkay, nguel Malvar, Vlcente Lukban and
- pthers, They used “harmletting” techniquies that were latertepli-
i cated inthe Vietnamwar. It was the standard colomaipractlce of
;_'m‘ttmg nativesagainst’ ‘each other. :
. The first Filipinoto be appomte
s etabulary {PC), Was'Bng Gen Rafa
./Crarne is named.
“*" When the Commonwed

ot baron" of the COTps urmg his ca
Throughout his military career, he exhibited
rship qualities and skills that won. for him the AF chiefof st_aff

b_er as the aadet cerps romm_ander (Incxdentaﬂ ‘as baron,his:
evi Mait -and Ben

_ o glonal _Commancl 12, General G :
lth government was estabhshed in _deciare support: ‘for the Enrile-Ramios : ng ounn Camp
1935, the Philippine Constabulary became the backbone of the . . Crame: This was follgwed by the dispatch ¢ of some 105 PC/INP.
“newly-created Army of the Philippines. Aftet world War I, four 7 officers and men of the Reglonal Command 10 Mamla in support
“inajor services—Philippine Army, Constabulary, Navy, and. A oof iebel elements. “7 - :
Force—were activated under an AFP (Armed Forces of the U Afterretiring from the mlhtary service, Gutang won electaon
Philippines) command. The main function of the PC was’ ‘fo .totheHouseof Representatives and served as chair of the public
maintain peace’ and order as the country’'s national pohce- . '_:'OIdEI and SECHI’H:Y committee;. Itwas as Ch&ll‘ oft}us commlttee
force. All four services were placed under the Department " thathe sponsored and ushereci in legislation creating the Philip--
of National Defense. ; _pme National Police: {He later became a member of the Cf}msms«
: slon onAppomtments Vo :
e ~In May 1992, he ran for senator ﬁnder the cket of Speaker
Ramon Mitra, but failed to make it to the Wmning ‘circle of 24
'senatnrs that year.’ .
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_MERRY-GO-ROUND

Benham Rise (2)

BV FLORC MERCENE"

COASTAL state’s rights
over the cortinental shelf
do not affect the legal
kstatus of the superjacent
waters or of the air space above those
. waters, nor do they affect foreign ghips’
navigation freedom in the coastal state’s
EEZ and on the high seas, or their in-
nocent passage through the coastal
state's territorial sea as supported by
international law.”

Even when the International Tri-
bunal at the Permanent Court of Ar-
 bitration at The Hague ruled its SC3
historic claim as illegal, China refused
to acknowledge the ruling.

Party-List Congressman Francisco
Ashley Acedillo toid a forum the reason
behind China’s real intent in forging
ahead with their claims, which started
with the First Island Chain and on to the
Second Fsland Chain,

The First Island Chain and the Sec-
ong Island Chain sandwich the entire
Philippine archipelago and hiare les
China's eventual aim, which is to secure
the South China Sea and eventually
Benham Rise.

The First Island Chain forms one of

B g s

THE NATIONE LEADING KEWEE

T

three island chain doctrines within the

Island Chain Strategy.

The First Island Chain has its pur-
pose in Chinese military doctrine. China
views the First Island Chain as the area
it must secure and disable from Ameri-
can bases, aireraft and aircrafi-carrier
groups, if in defending itseif it must
tactically unleash a pre-emptive attack
against an enemy.

The aim of the doctrine is to seal off
the Yellow Sea, South China Ses, and
Fast China Sea inside an arc running
from the Aleutians in the north to Borneo
in the south, Wikipedia said.

According to reports by American
think tanks CSBA and RAND, by 2020,
China will be well on its way to having
the means to achieve its First Island
Chain policy.

The Second Island Chain is formed
by the Ogasawara Islands and Velcano
Islands of Japan, in addition to Mariana
Islands which is United States terri-
tory.

Acedillo said China, once it has se-
cured the area bounded by the two island
chains, could prevent the US Navy from
proceeding from their bases in Guam
and Hawaii to assist Taiwan in an inva-
sion by the People’s Liberation Army.
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ONLINE REWS
20 MARCH 2017

Gov't trgq_g_s score m win as 21 BIFF killed in anti-terror

Ffight

From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 18): Gov't troops score big win as 21 BIFF killed in anti-terror fight

Government froops scored a big victory in the fight against terrorism with the killing of 21 members of
the outiawed Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters { BIFF) in the past few days in Central Mindanao,

military officials said on Sunday.

Brig, Gen, Arnel de la Vega, commanding officer of the 6th Infantry Division and chief of Joint Task
Force Central (JTF-C), said that 26 other BIFF members were also wounded following air strikes and
ground combat operations conducted from March 13-16 in Datu Salibo, Maguindanao,

“The deployment of blocking forces proved effective in preventing the terrorists from escaping the mass
offensives,” he said in a statement.

The BIFF, which broke away from the Moro islamic Liberation Front, has pledged allegiance to international
terrorist organization Islamic State of Irag and Syria (1813} in 2014.

No casualties from government froops were recorded, de ia Vega said.

De la Vega said that government troops aiso recovered five improvised explosive devices (IED) and numerous
bomb-making components during the offensive operation.

The recovery from the area of manuais for IED-making indicate that the slain terrorists are giving instructions
on how to assemble explosive devices and launch bomb attacks, he said.

The official aid the military offensives were directed against the group of Muhammad Al Bin- -
Abdulrahman. alias Muawiyah, a foreign terrorist; Salahuddin Hassan, a local terrorist and bomber
trained by the latter; and Esmael Abduimalik, alias Abu Toraype, the Dawlah Islamiyah Maguindanao
founder and a BIFF brigade commander.

“Validations are being made on the ground on persistent reports that these terrorist (leaders) were killed in the
weil-planned, weli-coordinated and well-executed massive air and ground operations,” de la Vega said.

He said those killed in the military operations were also “cohorts” of siain Malaysian terror suspect Zulkifii bin
Mir, alias Marwan, who was killed by members of the elite Special Action Forces of the Philippine National

Police in January 2016 in Maguindanao.

Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez, Jr., Western Mindanac Command (Westmincom) commander, said the deliberate
military operations delivered a "crippling blow” against foreign and local terrorists holed-up in some parts of
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Central Mindanao.

“with the recent successful operations, the AFP (Armed Forces of the Philippines} has dealt a severe blow on
the reported 1S1S cell in Central Mindanao. We are also confident that their bomb making capabilily was

seriously degraded if not negated,” Galvez said.

AT OV B i i 2SI 2 GrAGTROBE v b e e

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

24




