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2 Malaysians freed:;
. 2 more abducted

ZAMBOANGA CITY—Abu Sayyaf gunmen
seized new hostages on Thursday hours after
the military announced the rescue of two
Malaysians who had been captives since July last
year. Capt. Aurelio Agacac and Chief Engr. Lau-
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Two Malaysian hostages found safe in Philippines
By: Agence France-Presse '
March 23, 2017 3:03 PM
InferAksyon.com
The online news portal of TV5
MANILA - Two alling Malaysian seamen held hostage by Filipino Mustim militants for eight months were found
Thursday aboard a boat adrift off the southern Philippines, the local military said.

Tayudin Anjut, 45, and Abdurahim bin Surmnas, 62, were abandoned by the Abu Sayyaf gunmen before dawn
near their coastal forest hideout on the remote island of Pata, a military statement said.

"The... kidnap victims are weak and in a sickly state,” regional military commander Major-General Carlito
(alvez said in the statement.

They were receiving treatment at a military hospital in the area for ailments that Galvez did not specify.

He said a Philippine Navy patrol boat found the pair, eight months after they were abducted along with three
other crewmen of a tugboat that was boarded by gunmen near the sea border between the two countries.

Their recovery followed a Philippine military operation against the kidnappers on a nearby island early iast
month that teft eight gunmen dead, Galvez said.

The Abu Sayyaf, blamed for the worst terror aftacks in Philippine history, have been kidnapping people for
ransom for decades.

in recent months they have {aken to seizing sailors from vessels plying the waters between the southern
Philippines, Malaysia and indonesia.

Maritime security officials have warned that the region is in danger of a "Somalia-type" situation uniess action
is taken.

The International Maritime Bureau said in January the number of maritime kidnappings hit a 10-year high in
2016, with waters off the southern Philippines becoming increasingly dangerous.

The Abu Sayyaf, established with seed money from Osama bin Laden's Al-Qaeda network in the 1890s, are
believed to stifi be holding 23 foreigners and six Filipinos, military spokesman Brigadier-General Restituto

Padilia told AFP.

They. include Malaysian, indonesian and Vietnamese caplives as well as a Dutch bird watcher abducted in
2012, he added.

Last menth the group, which has pledged aliegiance to the Islamic Siate movement, beheaded an elderly
German yachtsman abducted last year after failing to extort ransom for him.
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Gov’t troops in Quezon encounter anew

Lui Claudio

Two weeks after the successful operation in Quezon Province wherein seven high-powered firearms

~were recovered (two AK47, four M16 rifles, and one.M203), governmenifroopsinthearea ...

encountered anew yesterday, March 22, 2017, around 1:0C in the afternoon.

While conducting combat patrol, a squad from the Bantad Patroi Base, under the operational controf
of 85th Infantry Battalion encountered more or less 10 armed rebels at Sitio Kumba, Brgy San Diego

Bukid, Gumaca, Quezon,

After 15 minutes of a firefight, the enemies scampered to different directions. No casualty was
reported on the government while the undetermined number of the enemies.

According to MGen Rhoderick Paraync, Commander of 2nd Division, the troops are still conducting
pursuit operations in order to track down the fleeing enemies.

Likewise, he stressed that the said encounter is a result of the Division’s continuous operations since
the ceasefire was terminated.

“The enemies’ continuous defeat shows that the NFPAs are siowly getting hard up especiaily that the
communities are reporting their presence,” he added.

Meanwhite, after the ceasefire was terminated in February, 21D has already recorded seven killed

NPAs, seven apprehended, and two surrendered, while 12 high-powered and two low-powered
firearms along with various ammunitions and explosives were recovered.
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