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STORY BY REUTERS AND AFP

President Duterte said on Thursday that the United States’ inaction when China started ...
building artificial islands in the South China Sea was the canse of tensions in the region

- issue mvolvmg, t‘ms time; so’

 nany countries. You tould -have
. [nipped| the problem in the bud

o had you’ taken a deaswe action”
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-'mc‘ludmg on Panatag’
ough) Shoal 230 kﬁomete

'wants to preserve: freedor
. nawgatmn and over31ght_

‘hegaid: _“I would conslder shar-
mg it” o

Shoa! M 2012, the Aqumo ad-
mmzetratmn in 2013 fﬂeci Suit

viraling;

Phlhppme EEZ. .

L Er -pronouncements -
: '-'_'would niot go to war with China
" “over the disputed claims. -
© He said it was pointless try- -
Ing toichallenge China's fortifi-
¢ cation of itsartificial islands and
=i+ ridiculed the'media for referring
1.5 to & comment hemade during
~his election campaign; when he-
‘said he would ride a Jet Ski to
ong of Beijing’s reclairmed reefs,
and put a Philippine flay there,

“Even if I wanted to extract
rything we do not have the
capital - ‘Even the [011] rigiand-
every‘thmg we can't afford it,”.

Mr. Duterte 5 predecessor _

cAkLy

—REPORTS FROM REUTERS AND AFP

ruled:in’ favor ofthe: Philip-
pines inJuly last year. But 'Chi-

" narejected the ruling, insisting
i*itowns the South China Sea.
«‘Mr; Duterte; who had: taken -

'ofﬂce days before the tribunal’s

" extract - rninetals in - the

“Mr. Duterte repeated ear11-

“We cannot stop:them be-

_cause they are building it with
. their mind fixed that they own

' hma WIII go to war "

Iyallof e strategm Waterway -
1 The‘ < UN-backed - tribunal

-has ' since “reversed
“ Afuing’s pohcyf and is séeking
“billioris of - doHars* of - invest- -
. ment and grarits, from Beijing.

that he -
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H
i

ns, - has the capabrh‘cy to stop China’s
ng actions.in disputed waters, but
the superpowet appeared to have
let the Chinese have their way, to -
’atlon of rieighboring
e Turnto?ages :

‘ .

L the Philippinesis no match for.

: "_Chma s military might. ; '
- "Wedo pothave cruise mis--
g B 'Slles We are no match and we

: that: ari y{)u had to: waxt for the' _have to be brutally frank to
he P}uhppmes =.uinder his - problem to ripen into inter- admit it. Let us not fooi our-
eadershlp wouid never'"enn:_.fi-_natzonal issue involving. this - selves,” he'said. -

: i time 80 many countries,” the - “If that happens they (Chl-.
ine leaderssaid; -naywill attack the island of Pal-
awan; The logistics'of America
there!.. 'S0 we go batk to
days Where it could have.
n-solved or settled; but
~why did America do mthmg
; _about 1?7

3 Duterte said a simple mis-
0 caiculatxon in the’ South China

well Wlthm the P}uhpw'
200*1‘!1118 excluswe eco:
zone.

e Inca ruhng on Mamla &
e mantimc-' case against Beijing,
~‘the'UN-backed Permanent
43 ; Court of Arbitration declared
reglon was apparen’dy' shoal ‘a common fishing
“on the pretext’ of challengs { ground but invalidated Chi-
o ing'China. He said suchimove - na’s sweeping claim in the

am none’cheless is'very dangerous. South China Sea.

. M1tis onessingle solitary:  Chinastarted occupying the

' shot tcould lead to'an explo- _3-:shoal in 2012 when it barred
hmang a (;raft carrierat kina- 'sion and:it could lead'to war;: ‘the Philippine Navy from ap-
sahan mo  (Why did you not' -and it will be aslaughter,” the. « prehending Chinese poachers
: £0. there’?_ Why d ‘younoti: C}uef Executive warned: . who Had harvested endan-
o Confront them? Why d1d you Duterte agam stressed that' gefed corals, giant clams and
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forifs readmess to support t‘ne.-: - agsirance hook line and sm.k—

-lowing the'entry ot Phﬁzppme - breaking promises, as it did
fruits into its vast market.© . D 11‘:i the'1990s duxmg the Ramgs
IR .- 'administration when it made
.Gra!“ Of salt . the Philippines believe that
China’s assurance that 1t is j_-:zt was Only building a shelter
- not buﬁdmg any striichire on for fishermen at Panganiban
_ _welcome Reef: The “shelter’ eventually
d into'a naval facility. ..
isherman’s group Pam-
a g Lakas ng Kilusang
_ amamalakaya ng Pilipinas
V- - or Pamnalakaya also expressed
rged. Presxdent*}; doubts.on China’s assurance. -
to. take Chma s "'f}a1me{aude, Ding Cervantes -

Vilian plir- _:"f*f. .
enifthereisa
lang sald y ~‘certain amount of defense -
' hough he: acknowiedged;--z’“ 'qmpment or facilities,
it-is for maintaining the
d' . treedom of nav1gat1on,
‘Lisaid. -
“hina clazms most of ;
“the'tesource-rich South -
China Sea, throughwhich .. .
trillion in-ship~ " |
targe-scale bi.uldmg mnthe orn trade passés every
South Chuna Sea; although - year. Neighbors Brunei,
Litold reporters in Austra- - -Malaysia, the Philippines,
he development was, Taiwan’ and Vietnam also
or civilian purposes only..  have claims on the strate-
“China’s facilities, Chl— " 'glc waterway. - — Reuters
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g5 and &verything: we cannot afford
_ aka_shanng—shanng na lang {fam"
ot_ elﬁsh Even 1f I wanted to extract _‘:
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Faulmes ﬁn réefs :
owever,. Chinese Premier- L1 Keq~' _
i hc_) s m Austraha, saxd Chma

| the South China Sea to defend
de interésts in the region: He,
g’n‘@enied his_ nation is'militariz

es T saidin answs: eonference i
ay.in Canberra with Australian
ane ‘Minister Malcolm Tirnbull;

se eqmpment or facilities, itisfor "
aintaining freedom of nawgation and o
erflight” =
"’s:commrents were made durmg L
e briefing during a five-day visit to -

nessleaders on Thursday that Australia®
doesn’t need to take sides between: -
its larg st tradmg partne and

ijing’s mﬂ1tary bulldwup in the South
China Sea,which contains some of the -
rld’s busiest naval trading routes, -
mgside China, nations such as the

po s _pass through the South Chma:_--
Sea, according to the US Energy Infor» g
matmn Adm:mstratmn s

ven if there is a'certain amount of

straha He told lawmakers and busi-
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s _and other 1 ma}oz units of the Armed Forces of the: Ph1l1p—-
'pmee (AFP) and theu‘ dependents are: the anefch aries of.'

METROLINE

ndays from March 22 ntil
explore The Mind Museum for fr
5 adult companion will be giveria speaai discount..
-.the Bonifacio Global City - The list of partunpatmg shops is on . bedn. gt’}’e“ Pl
mg special: dleO'LInf‘i to soldiers and their. . S Mz cha el Pun ongb ayan'
_'__March'_ __2 to Aprii 30 1:0 mark ‘rhe Ph]hppme . L s B -

v \rmy _pubhc affa:rf-; chxet said the
. r"Sunda]o Ko, Bayani Ko Sold:er M} Hera)" pm}ec’t was .
-launched in 2014 to Honor ﬂ?l/e country’ssoldiers. - -
Ve’ceran and actwe members Df the I’hﬂlppme Army'

!
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“Hao saad“theae perserme! Tust’ presenﬁ 4 val:d
Vi  AFP identification card in the participating shops
of dxscounts and othe U in- ordet ‘to "avail ‘themselves of the discounts,
i-__Czty (BGC), Taguig Ci oA privileges ar. m:hm s:rmlar offermga and services of
shjamin Hao theprogram: b

S AlSe encall bundays from Mmch 29 untl April 30,
*+children of soldiers may -also explore The Mind

Ty Mueeum iocated in'Taguig for free while their adult’

: g B compamons will be given a speeial discount.
7 The PA spokesman said soldiers and their
S '_{iepen_dents may visit www.bedazgov.ph to got the Hst
-.a.etmt} whxch was ﬁrst Iauncheci in 2014 It aimstogive’ " of the participating shops and merehants for the
. _}mno: anci recogmtion to the: hermsm of our soldiers

Iscounts they of fer

f the Armed Forces of the Ph]hppznes:'
' S are he beneflcianes of the

= Sundalo Ko, Bayewi Ko prmecﬁ and the pmmos and _
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ers were seen in'their escape route. th

noon over radi station dxKR.
St Supt. Franklin Alvero,

- South Cotabato police director,
said he has'sent police personnel -
" 1o the area 1o assist the operations.

Healerted all police offices and

;. - stations in'the province for possxn
‘ble attacks from other NPA units.

Prior to the incident, the police offi-
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_ He added that fhe Army s' "7thi_.:_
- Z_Infantry Battalion . immediately
d .sent ] remforcements o the site,

cinlssaid they monitored movements
'-ofNPArebels m&xeinmcﬂandareas__

;- camp:of mmmg firm. £l anus;_ :

carry- ~MinesInc.: . :
“It’s {ﬁghtmg] stall ongomg atthis -

- time and there were already reports

" of evacuations in'nearby communi-

ties,” he said in aninterview before -
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THE Nﬁﬂﬁﬂ“ﬁ mﬁ

3 mc1dent happened at 2 pams
‘after the’ Humanitarian-team: convoy_-"
_composed of Army, Navy, reservists,-
ealth officers from Surigao del Norte®,
‘Provincial Health Office, Malimono .
‘Health Unit and’ waams Inter-
ational had just finished the: conduct .
medlca! dental'and rehefoperauons :
in Malimono and San Francisco, when
ernment’ secunty troops clashed
with e NPAs: - Ho
U Sar _Francxsco town was' the most
astated. when a.powerful 6.7 mag-

: ere immediately
airlifted to. Camp Panacan: Station’

PR o i i

38 was kﬂled when an un~ :
ined, number - of heavily ; armed '
"As condieted a hghtnmg attack on
an Army patrol base in the far- -flung
area of Comota in La Paz town, Agusan
del Sur! alsolast Tuesday, (Withareport
-from J oseph Jubelag)

. rsday in-
o8 I ! bangan an .Matzas n Baran-*
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‘the: Antipas Philip-:
ine National Police: (PNP) dnd
Nort! Cotabato’ PNP converged-'{
amutan ' :

ension. Was still h1gh as of %
b, since the NPAs remained in .
itio Malaparigi and other rebels -
pied the sub vxilages of
Sumay, hegaidr
p_‘_-fRolando Dlllerd,_j__
ntipas: town police chief, said .
residents-of the: ‘nearby Vlﬁag?S'
of Agod-and Malire immediately -
fled when' they'saw the rebels had :
occupied Sitio Malapangiat 6 a.m. -
asses m_the affected uliages :

,)

At 3 1gence
. now vahdatmg Teports
: that the NPAS are still holding: ?O‘:
residents: as ‘captives, to be used -
as "bumian shields” if the rmhtary
ill drive ther away. . e
_ The fisst 10 evacuate nght after
oth NPAs aitived in-Barangay
Camutarn were. 47 families driven-
away al gunpoint after they were
robbed of ‘their money and- per-
“sonal ‘belongings such as wrist-

et D -v_;when joint elements':_."-.':
o _Df; the 39th Infantry Battahom

OFFEICE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

/Y




Army Viston By 2008, & worid-class Anmy the! 18 & souce o1 national price

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFEAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5265, 5235

: -eheral of the Zarn—

ig: nd nearby sea~'_'_. _
: WDS: m Sultan Kudarat are:
mote known as bastions of the
More National 1iberation Front
‘and: the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front. where the NPA's presence - -
was never-been feltunti] Friday’s
icident that catsed panic among
_cal restcients o _
-_I(alamanmg Mayor: Ronan Fu- -
“gene Garcia said the N PAhas lately - .
“bee tlymg to expand its opera- .
; certain highland villages = -

iithe ‘umapallty populaﬁed by

s tribal folks i
Garf:la onFriday said-he’ has -
.".been teceiving feedback that the -~
/NPAs who ambushed the Marines ~ ~
ere oul 'to-_ collect money from |
3'farmers and davest them of rice. - -
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o .
i batld g Kaniyang pamilys Iﬂaa 'm’ naman: an
..':pagk.ak&kilimian” : g nasawmg rebelde ' :

yon.: inez,” Spokesman ng; antry- Z
hapon:nang maka-engkwentro-ng'mga
clemiento ng. 26th Infanuy:Baﬂalmn ang ‘di pa:batid:nabilang ng :
:;-mga ‘rebelde sa: Sitio: ‘Mandanao, - Barangay Bunucayan’ sa Loreto.
Nagsagawa ng ‘operation ang Tilitar matapag na makatanggap ng
ﬁgﬁ;’t kiaug;my ng gmagawang pangmgﬂu} ng mga rebelde sa nasabmg :

(Mark Obieada) .
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Pahina. __~

Bunucayan ria nageimuia nicong-Huwebes at nagresulta sa”
pagkamatay ng delawang rebelde at ikinastigat:pang-ian.:
. Naiarekobet aing miftar sa lugar ng engkwentio ng dala-

wang armas kabilang ang isang AK-47 isang Akkarshotgun
‘at lba pang subersibong dokuMeRto. "
£'Siriabl il LE Col. Rommiel Pagayort. pinuno ng 26418,
Kurilos ang mga suiiidalt kasunod g stiribong na nagsase-"
‘gawa g parigingikli'se tugarangNPAT i g et
2« Ayon parkay. Pagayon; fleng mga residenta sa nebanggt
nalugar ang hakasaksi na kalong-kalong ng mga gerilyaang:
JKanilang stigatang Mga kaisamatian habang papatakas. ..
£ Kinumpirr iito na isang miyembro ng CAFGU ang |
namatay habany finutugis ang mga rebelde... e
" SaDayao Orienal, nasawi namab ang 18anig sufdald sa
sagupaan s& Sito ‘Maglahos, Bray PM Sobrecary, Caraga.
-~ Tinukoy.ni Major Genera! Rafael Valencia; commander:
' visian; ang napatay naasis-_f?nnys }Sg.tf..-fLeo:
¢ il bt

“Baséon Nagpapatulya ang milliar nang mall mpuhanang:
may 50 rebeldeat agad nagkaput'uka'n sa liigar: * JEFF G
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2 NPA rebs utas sa encounter
. Bulagta ang dalawang miyembro ng New People's Army
(NPA) at isang Caigu a.naganap na sagupaan ang tropa
ng. militar at komuristang grupo- sa liblib na lugar ng Sitio .
Ma{g}’danam_Bafangay_Bu'nucayah, bayan ng Loreto, Agusan .
-del Norte noong Huwebes:ng hapon: Sa ulat na nakarating -
stain Joé Patrick Martinez, spokesman ng-Army'sid™
/D1 hakasagupa ngArmy’s 26 Infantry Battal: -
_ion ang grupo ng ¢lde na sinasabing‘nanghaharas
$a mga sibilyan’ kaugnay g4 revoldtionafy tax. Tumagal ng
‘30-minusto ‘ang bakbakan hanggang sa’mapatay ang dala-.
“wang rebelde habang isang Cafgu ang nalagas. Samantala, .
sinasabing marami naman ang tinarnong sugatan sa hanay .
‘ng NPATebs na mabilis na nagsitakas patungo sa direksyon
ng kagubatar Narekober sa encounter site ang isang Ak 47
rifie atisang Akkar shotgun. Joy Cantos ... - ERE
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. long a s' e Frame :
iggerin a-ﬁreﬁght 5 g.ments_ _ﬁwe encoun f5 ';-f; -_
o NPAT belsga?\daCAFGU mem- cis To _akeﬁe%d and Mike U
. ber' 'wer'e' kﬁlF‘d in the 30- mmute Cnsmundo)
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- degree of wilitarization,” he told
__Agence . France-Presse - (AFP).
We have the photographs of.
what Iooks ifke military installa-
tions:on a number of the 1siands'
at Chinaotcupies.” = e
] 1i's comments that. Beljmg;l
- did niot want to restrict naviga- -
toti in the South China Sea was
also to be'expected asno coun- .
; try was. seeking such an out-
come, Johnston said,’ i
Instead 1t was Chma s need- :

'source 0f growing regional ten-

- sion, with Betjing insisting it has
i soverexgnty over: v1rtua11y all
< the resource- rzch

: : dind part by
- several other’ ‘countries, and
" deemed mtematmnal Waters by :
S most of the world i

an attempt “not 16 exacerbate'_i;: .
the situation,” ‘at. least for the
: currentpenoci ~AF
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Page: A2

5

: United Na 5 :
enham Rise. was part ‘of ._-Rxse e
‘the - Phxhppmes continental .. Lorenzana : earher " this®
et shelf under the UN Conventmn " ‘mionth said a Chinese research

: onthe Law of the Sea. vesse} was - sighted for about
: 1 e¢ months in Benham Rise,
ngfears that China was go~
claimit;:
resident Duterte, howev-
er, played ‘down’ the ‘Chinese -
ence in the: regiol; saying
was  informed -beforehand -
th Chm v '_;was sendmg Te-

its’ shlps were ;ust pass~ g

= _;t1v1t1es there_but, more. 1mpor- :
mgtbroughthe region. . ING

: P :
tan}:ly, because itis part ofour-_. .ea.rher said - thay the Navy
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The 1a1m was- granted
- in 2012, with Benham Rise
as arv-extension of the Phil-
ippines’ continental shelf, - {
located: some 350 nautical
tniles off: Aurora ‘province
in: the country s eastern

that 1t siﬂl has the ngh’c and (-
freedom of: nawgatlon in
those aveas FET -
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in': -pmes owns every inch of this

preparatmn for formal negotza—?_’_mland ‘of this-Republic as de-
are some_ﬂungs that-__':hneated in the Constitution.

up - Nobody but nobody claims any
_ He would insistona ceasefire- " part of it ‘except the Repubhc of
agreement with clear param o the. Phﬂlppmes Pag wala ‘yan,
ers.and would.not recognize giyeranalang fayo (W1thout this,
rebels claim that.policemen or “let'sjust go to war).”
annot enter areas thPy L "We have been at’ wa1 for
{ years: \:’o
rs? Fme

any. pa}t of Phﬂippme
TitoTy to be. theu_ .

i Alexw ang,g! f?r,
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P “The foo%s did not push through W1th

. my exécution, Now, when I go to their

’A) area, they cookforme and guard me ‘Well,
‘a that's life,” Duterte remarked.

> Duterte nartated the anecdote as he

“was explaining ‘the benefits that his’ ad-

e ministration provides to policermen and

od U theirfamilies: .

b “Wefathers, espemallv those with

1fs L young children, what bugs us when we go
50 Sebasttan, durmg gradua- ““out to fight-and even to travel to danger-

s of the Phlhppme National Police . ous places,” he said. Duterte then vowed

bt ida mulhbﬂhon—peso trust fund for
men's families and to give ]obs‘ o
tows of fallen law enforcers. .

- riist rebels last February after they insisted

: : - on' théir derand to free their jailed col-
“Let the world kmw.t_hatyou kﬂled me: -ﬁleagueq with cfimirnal cases. -
e 7 job: That's'it. Ju itle o -~.W1th Ben Serrano, jalme Laude
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()mbmgs are catising
age” (aterm coined,
133 "termsurgency exs.
icipated these, Presi-
ered apologies in
ho’_ W{)uld be-

' (April 2-6). This time
in Oslo but Inatown:

g resh: atmosphere for:
n-ac rial negotiations to proceed
- on the pmmordml'agenda of social.and
““economic reform and 1'.the sensmve-

;M Duterte would also have
now that flying.aircraft and
' drockets. entailsmore ..
the. peopie than_ whatever gains are ex:
- pected in this all-out war. Hadn't he said -
“that-rather than. buy bullets he would
- -prefer to buy machineries and give thern
awa tohelp the poor? . . _
is'mode of war will continue until
;-’-'o‘cherwme ordered by the AFP chief of
- staff, Gen, Eduardo Ano; says the armed .-
- forees spokesman: Ox until the two.sides .
~“shall have reinstated their respective .
unilateral ceasefire. declarations before |
the formal negotiations begin on April -
“2,/(The earlier ceasefires had been in ef-
fect between August 2016 and February
'2017.) The reinstatement was agreed
“ upon in a joint statement issued in Utre-
cht; the Netherlands last March'1l, after .
: ; ' hannei ’caiks mztmted_-_._
by Mr Dutette. -~

\ugt to
puise Takmg he cu
tary declared. )

: pter gunships,. aside from attille
;,__._'_bomb dments - trom AFP field umts cg

ants, accordmg to
ocumented by hii-:
he derial assaults -
ng numberc_e ofcisl
agair: to evacuation”
homes get flattened
farmers. crops are dam—-
rces of hvel'
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in thenext eight days, othier steps -
e pgcted tobetakenv e e e
rrunent, such as the

ross-cutting bedrock strategiz-.

‘Demiocratic Front of the Philippines-
n unprecedented show of cooperation
.agreed to accelerate the pace of ‘the
-In the past three rounds of talks it made sure draft
ere completed‘as'to inake it probable for the key
and- economic reforms and on-political -
constitutional reforms to bé sealed within the first half of -
uterte’s term. That could ‘enable the two sides to initially -
mplement the agreements; and thiss provide immediate benefits

It’s now appropriate
+ full rein fo what presiden
- President’s “passion for 1
‘promise to continue an
- negotiations, Atter all,
- ment Plan 2017-2022, app

néceded, however problematical as it
_ ciprocal unilateral céasefiré declara-
or five months. It hag agreed to' mutually
start of the fourth round - of talks,
aised during the five months as it
rence of a bilateral interim ceasefire:

. -9555 Local: 5285, 5265
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