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his speech released yesterday.
- It would contribute fo ex-.
changes in such areas as di- -
Cacte prevention, maritime
rescue, environmental protec
tion, biodiversity, scientificre- .
search and navigational safety, "
he added e e

weekenc
island-

~ Speaking ata wee
‘torurn on the southern:

. ‘While China's construction

of artificial islands and mili~

tary deployments-in'the area

“have unrierved its neighbors, -
‘Beijing has also been trying

¥o reassure Southeast Asia, -
“with efforts such as talking

~province of Hainan, Chinese
“Yice Foreign Minister: Liu
Zhetumin said the mechanism
‘would :enhance mutual frust-
and strengthen cooperation,
‘according to, a transcript of -

.. *The mechanism is aimed at
strengthening pragmatic coop-.
eration and increasing mutual .

trust, and isnotabout resolving
disputes,” Liu said. - Reuters ¥
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Agency are -onflr_
barangay officals in

&8
P The Preszdent exprec;qed
- desire that the barangay
procee ase buildup, - elections would again be’
‘but if the barangay chairman . ‘postponed since he. will’
~+has really turned his back: not allow drug-tainted -
illegal drug trade, his ~.personalities to be elec:ted -
will be updated: as:village officials::
said that once they - .Ditertesaid drugmo y"--
n that the village offz— may be used if there will be
cials are clean; they would be  electioris this year . .
cleared and given'the chance '~ He revealed that he has
to change. advised lawmakers not to

- Earlier, President Duterte -

claimed that 40 percent of
.all barangay captains in the

conduct elections in order to
prevent narco-politicians from

‘assuming barangay posts.
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aiayszans ‘were
in‘the waters off Ls
1inSabahon July 19,
(o _ -+ "We will continue fo exert
. _masswe search and tescue - all effort to rescue all those
~operations by sea, air and- being held by the bandzts, o

lanid units under Joint Task Sobe;ana said. : o
Force Sulu led 1o the rescue- - - The.Abu Sayyaf is stﬂl'.
of the victims,” Sobejana said i £ F
- The victims were taken to..

_the Camp ‘\Iavarro General

chaei I’unongb ayan _
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- Government troo)
~Sulu yesterday..

EPA

s carry one of three _rscued Malaysians kidnapped by Abu Sayyaf bandits In Jolo,
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Mermbers of the Naval Forces Special Operations Group patrél the seas off Basilan province during the hint for kidnappers of
' and Sabah. ~suLigs. ALPALA ' ' '

Maiayé_ia'n'_ftig boat crewmen kidnapped in waters near Tawi-Tawi
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Abu Sayyaf captors in Sulu on
Monday. '
- But Maj. Gen. Catlito Galvez;

ré’scued in‘the town of Pangluna
ESBDO i Sula on Sunday mght

. Galvez made the announce-
ment during “People’s Day,”
where residents receive govern-
ment social services, in Baran-
gay Macalang here yesterday.

“They are physically 0K
compared to the two who were 3

earlier freed,” Galvez said.”

" Last week, two other kid-
napped ‘Malaysians were freed
by their captors.

- The five” Malaysians “were
crew. members of Tugboat
Serudong 3. They were snatched
by armed men off the water of

of theAImysWestem Min— .
~days.
'"search and-rescile operatlons

- bysea alr and }and B

AL -BARKA#BASILAN-EATtSr FSabatiand Tawi=Tawion July 18~

nine months in captivity, three
Malaysians were freed by their *

last year,
Col, Cirilito Sobejana, head
of the antiterror Joint Task

" Group Suly; said the captors'of

the Malaysians were forced to
let go of their captives. after
~afsirelentiess —military

B Mayot's version
But Panglima Estino Mayor
Ben Estino denied the mzi;~
tary’s claim.
- “There was no rescue effort or
military operation,” Estino said.
He'said the three Malaysians

-were freed after a serles of ne-

gotiations.
“They were released in

Barangay Tuyang in Talipao

town,” the mayor said.

- "Our placeis peaceful. We
don’t have Abu Sayyaf or armed

“menhere,” he added.

"With that erroneous claim,
the military can easily launch a
military operation in an area

_ ing the re}ease of our peopie ”

~where imocent people are liv-""
.ing peacefully,” he said.

Galvez said the Maldysians
were to be taken to Zamboanga
City for media presentation.

Col. Said Fazly, team leader of
the Malaysian contingent of the

- International- -Monitoring:Team,

told the IHQUIIEI‘ that they were
pleased by this good news”
“We'are thankful and grate-

. ful to the Philippine govern-

ment and the Philippine Armed
Forces for ‘assisting and ‘secur-

Fazly said. -
“All: the flVE kldnapped

Malaysians are now fully ac-

counted for, and we hope that

they wﬂ] be the iast " he added

. Embar,rassment
The three men released on,
Monday were the last Malaysians
in captivity by the Abu Sayyaf,

- whichi has its roots in separatism

but engages mostly in banditry.
It has proven z formidable
opponent for the military, with

itggmall, agie  EWnd T well-
equipped network entrenched
in the jungles of Basilan and Jo-
lo, from which they prey on
slow cargo boats,

It has gained a reputation.as
cne of the world’s most brutal

‘groups, delivering on its promis-

es-to behead hostages for whorm
ransoms were not paid hefore a
deadline. Among its victims in

the past eight months were a

German and two Canadians,
Netherlands, Indonesian,

" Filipino and Japanese citizens

are among those still held.

Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana recently described
Abu Sayyaf's kidnappings as a
national embarrassment.

The government is con-
cerned that hardliners in ‘the
group have beenin contact with :
extremists in the ‘Mic

with aview to setting up Islax:uc__ﬁ_'-f N

State'cells in'the restive
the -vast archlpelago
~WITH REPORTS FROM u
FALA AND REUTERS INQ

sope.army 20t 2 mall.oom - Te NG

{G2) B45

0558 Locall 5zEE L2BE
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av
March 31, ahead of the resum;
““tion of peace talks with the g

" ermment nextmont! :
. Thé CPP expects the Philip-.
‘pine government to declare a4
siniilar unilateral ceasefire as.
part of an agreement reached.
‘during back-channel tafks from
sreh 40 to 11, the group said in-

' boost, the CPP saic __
. pected the government to ie-
Jlease1g eldetly and sickpolitical

40,000 people: .
- Both' sides in the conflice
_-unilaterally declare’ ceasefires
- tbat the tpposite party typically-
accuses the ‘otlier of ?iolating,.'E

: __Ieadil,}g‘t_o_'“a fragile peace'in the
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2 conflict zones where the rebels: ~ -0C4!: 5285, 5295
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By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN

The Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) yesterday corrected reports that
the military is menitoring political per-
sonalities, including Vice President Leni
Robredo.

“We appeal to everyone to respect the
apolitical stance of the AFP and ensure
that we are free from political intrigues

and distractions,” AFP spokesman Brig.
Gen. Restituto Padilla said.

“We serve and work for the inter-
est of the people and our nation, not
individuals. We also ensured free and
honest elections that paved the way for
a credible electoral process last year and
fully respect the mandate of duly elected
officials,” he added.

Padilla made the clarification in hgﬁlt
of a report that the

AFP is monitoring
the movements of
Robredo and op-
position Senaters
Leila de Lima and
Antonio TrillanesIV.

The military is
not meddling in
politics, Padilla
said.

He added that
President Duterte
has teld the mili-
tary that its Inyalty
should be to the
flag and notto poli-
ticians.

“No less than the
commander-in-chief
has mentiocned the
need to respect anc
uphold the mandate
ol elected officials
to allow them to do
theirwark,” the AFP
official saidl.
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is expected in 2018.

"N can use that anywhere, -

any patt of the country where

 these are needed,” AFP chief,

*" Gen. Eduardo Afio told report-
- _ers during the turnover cere- -
- mony of the two patrol planes
" in Sangley Point, Cavite yes- .

- terday morning.

" Asked if the West Philip-

pine Sea and Benham Rise

aré among the areas that will -

_'be patrolled, Afio said “yes.”

Defense Secretary Delfin

. Lorenzana and Japanese State
: Turn to Page 12

- Wakamiy

leased TC-90 patrol aircraft to
the Philippines tinder several
“agreements in 2015 and 2016
pending another agreement =
that'will allow Japan to donate

an has agreed to lease
atrol planes to the Philip- -
piries at minimal cost. The de--:
Tivery of the other three planes

. Japan has temporarily

the aircraft. * - .

- . Lotenzanasaid these agree-

ments are the memorandum

- ‘on defense cooperation and

a led the turnover -

$ A  led ‘th entered 3'-{vi>¢h%'Iapah--:.ingzoas?

Page: ﬁ/

xchange that the Phili

the agreement concening the

‘transfer of defense equipment

nd techhiology éntere

2016, and the memorandum
implementation for the'trans-:
fer of Japan’s TC-90 aircr
the Philippines:™ .~

2 *These newly
planes-are expected to en-
~hance our country’s capac-
ity in maritime security as
well as provide the Philippine
Navy the needed air asset

‘acquired
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T’S-an invigoratin piece of . :_Economlc Zone can't be: forgotten o
~good niews that camefrom Dex: - ‘na’s intent to bu:id radar facilities -+ China erected a weather stationon:
fengeSecretary Delfin Loren-- " on'Panatag Shoalin the West Philip Fiery Cross Reef in'1987 ostenmb}y
wlle zana amid what was seen as 47 piné Sea.And many find inaceept= . “to help UNESCO’s global oceanic
“puzzling:show of defeatism® aris-.-ableiour President’s response t !survey’ ‘only to-transform itinto.a:
“ing from aview:that nothing-ean’be “the disturbing news: “Wala: ‘tayong - 250-hectare military base: In 1995, -
done against ‘what are’perceived magagawa dyan (There's: nothmg-;’_ China snatched Mischief Reef on'
to be China’s creeping moves o = we.can do),” he said. “What do you - the pretext-of building on'it a shel- -
gobble up areas wzthxn our coun— + want me to'do? Declare war agalnst=.: " ter for fishermen-Caughtin storms = |

f')f s jurisdiction. - i Chma?" Rl : i »at'sea’China was dlso able to grab |

‘That the thiappme Navy has L Des cmbmg the pres;dentlaif’ Panatag Shoalin2012 whenit-didn’t !

"deployed its,;warship BRP Ramon -response asa “show of defeatism? - honor an’ agreement to WlthdraW'_ .
Alcaraz to form part of intensified ~ - that was quite disheartening, some = after a standoff: S S
patrols over the 13-million-hectare . are asking::D -y, Thus,any. hint. that. our excluswe'
Benham Rise, an undersea region . .only optios vereig and

rich.in biodiversity, - minerals;:and:: Sh. over Benham R1se~recegmzed ini
gas ‘deposits off eastern Luzon;is & _ 1 Aprit 2012 by the UN: Convention
certainly reassuring to Filipinos: dxplomacv 10 pressure Chinato +on the Law of the Sea as part of
who fear that we are slowly losing -‘ease-uponits expansionism?” And - ' the continental shelf of the Philip-
territory by éefauit t1m1d1ty or even o consxdemng that our country holds -7 pinks——could ‘probably suffer the
cowardice " " this year’s chairmanship ‘of the same fate as that of other areas in .-

. “The Nawwﬂi hencefcrth regu- o8 Asean, how about “mohmzmg the ~our BEZ, ought tobe met with stiff._. :
larly ;Jatroi Benham Rise partly'due”* consensus of Asean; a nimber of - resistance and condemnation: o
to'past Chinese activities there but. -~ whose members are also disputing - - * - Ourleadersandwe asa patrmtxc e

" more: 1mportantly, becauseitis part“'-' 1Ch1na s'claims in the region?” @ people, owe'it to'the future generas -
of our continental shelf and award- Soczal media was also ablaze = fions of Filipinos o preserve our
ed to'us [by thé United Nationsl,” - ‘over the President’s réaction. “The  natural patrimony. Qur sense of
Lorenzand said Iastweek. “Qurnext  Chinese carefully calculates our  patriotism and nationhood ought to
activity isto have the area surveyed  cowardice. We are telling them they  impel us to do all we can to show the
to clearly determine its limits, ~are right. They are winning 4 war _ world that oursisa self-respectmg
depths, coral formations.” without firing & shot,” commented counfry = :

The furor over Benham ‘Rise - a dismayed netizem _ if a tiny natmn like Taiwan is
arose When Lorénzana earlier dis- " The public uproar over the able to face up to a giant bully all
closed that Chinese survey ships seeming assertiveness of China on  these years, or if Israel can stand ifs
had a prolonged stay in the area for  both sides of our archipelage clearly  ground despite being surrounded
about three months, raising suspi- shows the level of distrust that by its enemies, so can the Philip-
cions that the ships were out there  most Filipinos have towards China.  pines. Qur glorious past—with our
not only for “innocent passage” as Even during the latest DZMM  heroes resisting foreign invaders ;
claimed by Chinese officials. In an  teleradyo program, Magpayo nga who trampled upon our sacred |
apparent bid to allay fears result- Kayo (Saturdays, 9:30 to 10:30 am), shores—is a shining testament to |
ing from the seemingly suspicious  which I now co-host with veteran  our courage and tenacity to defend
activities, President Duterte said  broadcaster May Valle Ceniza, most  and protect what is rightfully ours.
he had given permission for China  of the listeners who cailed in or
to conduet oceanographic surveys  sent text messages viewed China E-mail: finding lina@yahoo.
in the area. negatively. com
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foreignrelations, there | 1L d . _
be said for going back to b_asu:s : Fen -response opeérations’ and hekp d tr
understanding the foundations of L ERIBON : .dlSplaGEO‘ persons inaffected areas.”
: - alliance, what it has’ accomplishied, and Oid fr:ends new fnends .
: 1ts possfn}e futire. Last ‘week, Anstralian dlvergen na nai )
L "-.Mlmster }u ie Blshop retarned te ic
ok

: '_the_ Hilippines’ Balancmg Policy on Chix
' ' 'qmno to the Duterte Adm
DRl_tmstee Renate de €a

pea and_ prospenty in the Asta- ch cf
ven decacies As De Castm -show

've_ negonantm WIth_ China
macy of law, beeﬁn"g__ D

"'alhance system is composed o _
. bilateral allidnces with Japan, Soul i g_to

" Thailand'and the Philippines, and a tri et’s military capabilities, erih; i
“al'one w1th Austraha and NewZealand, B operab1l1ty between their.armed forces security, and humamtan ) a;,;svis=

objective’ was :te- surround the Eurauan strengthen -the "AFP's terntorial' efen: i o disaster responée. =1 i

landtass with American and allied pOwer. : capabzhtles through tangible us. “steps.will-help - the Phlhppmes'_'

“t¢ limit communist expansmn and: deepea ‘dssistanceand joint training s exercise: e its own potential to contribute.

US participation in Asian security affalrs.... - Third; in the aftermath of Supertyphoon to the tnternatmnai ruies based order o
“Aftet - theCold -War, the system has ‘Yolanda" (Haiyan), the US, Australian, Japa- - e

: evoived from the. simple sums of national . nese and South Xor an'rmhtanes launched . D

N capabﬂmes mto a platform for harmonizing

it is pres:dent of Stratba e
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www.dwdd.com.ph

;“”;"’E @ﬂwd-ﬂr\ :
ANTIPAS North Cotabato {DWDD) A totai of two hundred thirty seven (237) families returns home at
Barangay Camutan, Antipas after evacuating at the municipal gym due to the harassment of New Pecple’s

Army members on the evening of March 22

According to the evacuees, the NPA headed by a local commander named Alvin Guimatico alyas Joel of

Guerilla Front 53 tried to summon them at Brgy Camutan proper, with more or less 30 armed NPA on the
evening of March 22. This caused alarm and scandai that forced the residents to evacuate on the morning of

March 23.

Due to the incident, the LGU of Antipas headed by the municipal mayor, Hon Egidio Cadungon immediateiy
convened the crisis management and requested for PNP and Army assistance. Joint Army/PNP operations

were conducted {o pursue the NPA and drive them away from the communities.

On the evening of March 23 at exactly 7:15pm, an encounter between the pursuing Army/PNP and NPA
occurred at Sitio Embangan of Brgy Camutan, fire fight lasted for ten {10) minutes after which the NPA

withdrew. There was no casualty from the government forces.

March 25, after two days of joint Army/PNP security operations, the crisis management of Antipas declared the
affected areas of Brgy Camutan safe from the presence of NPA. Four {4) municipal dump trucks and two (2}
Army trucks were utilized to transport the families back to their respective homes in order for them to live their

normal lives,

It can be recalled that the municipality of Antipas was declared conflict manageable and ready for further
development during the area clearing validation board on February 22, 2017. Hence, the NPA is trying to
recover brgy Camutan, unfortunately they were not welcomed and had only caused fear to the communities.

“Dili mi dawatonang NPA kunghadiukonnilaangcivilyan (we won't accept the NPA if they are threatening the
civiliany”, Mayor Cadungon said during a short program on the distribution of relief goods to the evacuated

families on March 25. CMO 38IB / MCAG
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Gov’t troops encounter NPAs in Occidental Mindoro

AT Lui Claudio . o 00 00w LT
Troops of 4th Infantry Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division, Philippine Army encountered an undetermined number
of New People’s Army (NPAs) today, March 27, 2017 af around 9:00 AM following a sniping incident happened
garlier, around 6:00 AM, at 2 Patrol Base in Sitio Naibuan, Brgy Batasan, San Jose, Occidental Mindoro.

While scouring the vicinity, the troops encountered the armed rebels that iasted for one minute. The said
encounter inflicted no casualty from the government white undetermined number on the enemy side.

However, the sniping incident caused a slight wound on the left arm of Pvt Carvey C Bande. Presently, the
froops in the area are conducting pursuit operations in order to track down fleging enemies.

MGen Rhoderick Parayno, Commander of 2nd Division, assures that the army will continue to go after the
rebels until they stop terror acts they commit against the people.

www.inguirer.net
NPA asks for 10-day ceasefire in 74 Bukidnon villages for release of

cop
By: Jigoer J. derusalem - @inguirerdotnet
inguirer Mindanao / 06:55 PM March 27, 2017
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Members of underground groups under the Communist Party of the Philippines mark the 48th anniversary of the
New People’s Army (NPA) on March 27, 2017 in Guezon City. (PHOTO BY NiNO JESUS ORBETA / INQUIRER)

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY ~ The National Democratic Front in Northern Mindanac has asked the military to
implement a 10-day suspension of military and police opsrations in at least 74 villages in Bukidnon starting
March 27 so it can safely release a policeman from the custody of communist rebels.

Police Officer 2 Anthony Natividad, who is assigned at the Kalilangan municipal police in Bukidnon, was on his
way to the headguarters in Camp Alagar on board his motorcycle to underge medical examination when taken by

the members of the New People’s Army in Barangay Tikalaan, Talakag town on Feb. 8.
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Cesar Renerio, spokesperson of the NDF-North Central Mindanao Region, in a statement said they would
relegse Natividad on condition that the army and police would order their forces o stand down in some villages in
the towns of Talakag, Lantapan, Baungon, Pangantucan, and Kalilangan, and the cities of Maiaybalay and

Valencia.

Renerio said the NDF-NCMR through the NPA would declare its own temporary cessation of hostilities once
law enforcers agree to the condition,

The group has assured the police and the public that Natividad has remained in good condition. The NPA
added it no longer had any no reason to detain him further.

“After a thorough investigation and background check on his personal life and as a police officer, we found out
that he (Natividad) committed no crime against the people and we see no reason to keep him,” Renerio said in

the statement.

The communist rebels have alsc asked the locai third-party facilitators, the ocal crisis committee of Bukidnon,
as well as the Philippine Army officials and Philippine Nationat Police regionai and provincial ieaderships to

‘cooperate in ensuring the safe return of Natividad to his family.

The military would wait for instructions from President Duterte through the Department of National Defense
before acting on the NDF Northern Mindanao’s request, said Capt. Joe Patrick Martinez, spokesperson of the

Philippine Army’s 4th infantry Division.

Martinez said the Armed Forces of the Philippines would welcome imoves from third-party facilitators and the
local crisis committee to arrange for Natividad's relsase. SFM

www . inguijrer.net
Suspected Reds torch backhoe in Quirino province

By: Villamor Visava Jr. - @inguirerdotnet

inmuirer Mostharn Lurnn [/ 08:25 PM March 27, 2017

JONES, Isabela — Four suspected communist rebels burned a backhoe at a road construction site at Maddela
town in Quirino province on Sunday — the same day three construction equipment were burned in Aicala town in

Cagayan province. the military said.

The backhoe, owned by the Ricardo interior Construction Corporation, was being used to build a road in Sitio
(sub-village) Dinungon, Ysmael! village.

The excavator was torchad after the construction firm's officials have aliegediy refused to pay revolutionary taxes,
said Col. Jose Viadimir Cagara, commander of the Philippine Army’s 86" Infantry Battalion which is stationed

here.
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Cagara urged residents to alert the Army of suspicious activities in the area.
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(News Feature)Epic "Battle of the Pockets" in WWIH remembered

By Ben Cal

MANILA, March 27 (PNA) - Litte is known about the “Battie of the Pockets” during the Second World War, but
it was one of the major victories scored by Filipino forces against the Japanese, killing about 1,000 of the
invading troops in a close-quarter fighting in Bataan that lasted over two weeks in January 1942,

A re-enactment of the epic battle was staged last Saturday at Camp Aguinaldo parade ground in Quezon City
witnessed by top defense-military officials and surviving World War 2 veterans and their families.

Defense Undersecretary Ernesto G. Carolina, administrator of the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office (PVAO),
read the prepared speech of Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, who was out of town.

Lorenzana said that the “Battie of the Pockets was one of the most important during the Second World War as
it further delayed the timetable of the Japanese Imperial Army in conguering the Philippine archipelago.”

The Japanese thought that they would congquer the Philippines easily without much resistance, they
underestimated the fighting spirit of the Filipino and American forces, who defended Bataan for four months

before they surrendered.

The re-enactment of the “Battle of the Pockets” showed the dexterity of the Filipinos composed mestly of
cadets from the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) and cadets from the Philippine Military Academy

(PMA) ciass of 1842, and other civilian volunteers.

Lorenzana explained that “in warfare jargon, ‘pocket"refers to an isolated group contrasted with a surrounding
element. It carries with it a connotation that the encircled forces have not aliowed themseives to be encircled

intentionally.”

It was in Bagac, Bataan that heavy fighting broke out between the Filipino and Japanese forces on the last

week of January 1942.

The enemy was ‘pocketed” during the heavy fighting and the ensuing engagement was dubbed as the "Battie

of the Pockets.”
Similar fighting also broke out in Goge-Cotar River Valley in Bataan.

The Japanese who tried to infiltrate to the rear of the Ist Regular Division suffered a crushing defeat on Feb.

18, 1942
“The Battle of the Pockets is just one of the testaments that the Second War War was the most difficult yet the

most heroic era in our nation’s life,” Lorenzana said.
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Another speaker during the re-enactment was Undersecretary Eliseo Rio Jr. of the Department of Information
and Communications Technology, whose father, Col. Eliseo Rio Sr., was a member of PMA class 1942, who
fought during the war, recalled his father's memoirs on the bravery of the Filipinos.

“In the Battle of the Pockets, we pulled off what undoubtedly was a signai and decisive victory. For the first

~~time.in the war,-we had engaged the-enemy-in-a major-offensive operation-and wiped-out-an entire battalion of ==

about a thousand men,” the young Rio quoted his father as saying.

“Our troops had prevailed over an enemy not only far better armed and equipped but aiso decidedty battie-
hardened with their long years of war elsewhere. We had proven that despite our deficiencies in training and

armaments, we were fully capable of slugging it out with the Japanese toe.”

He cited the bravery of Brig. Gen. Fidel Segundo, commander of the ist Regular Division, who Jed his troops in
the epic Battle of the Pockets, in crushing the highly superior Japanese Imperial forces.

The re-enactment was part of the series of events of the Bataan Day anniversary to be celebrated nationwide
on April 9. (PNA)
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