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‘says China. has nearly
'constmcn' 7

The A51a ‘Maritime: Trans»
parency Initiative (Arntl) part of
Washmgton s Cettter for Strate-
gic and Internatm' ] Stuches
said - the ‘work -on’Philippi
claimed Kagmngan_ Zamora
and Panganiban reefs included
naval,” air ‘and radar facilities
and hardened surface-to-air
missile shelters, o

The three islands——known
internationally as Fiery Cross,
Subi and Mischief reefs—are
part of the Spratly chain, which
is claimed in whole or in part by
China, the Philippines, Brunei,
Malavsia, Vietnam and Talwar,

" The thifik'tank cited satell
'1mages taken this month

'HQ- surfac

antiship cruise missiles on at
least:one occasion, the think
tank said.

The think tank said ad-
vanced suzveillance and early-
warning radar facilities on Kag-
itingan, Zamora and Calderon
{Cuarteron) reefs, as well as
Woody Island, and smaller facil-
ities elsewhere gave it similar
radar coverage.

The airfields and advanced
surveillance and early-warning

radars will allow China's mili-.

tary to operate over virtually
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the entire South China Sea.

itary assets, including combat
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face to-air mxssﬂes

launchers, to ‘the Spratly Islands

. atany mme ” the report sazd

Chma S creanen of‘seven a

tificial islands in the Snuth_Chx-._ :

" cism from Washmgton an oth-

“ers, who accuse Beljmg of fu :
“ther: mﬂxtanzmg the:

: g
B 1 off1c1als said- last: month

that Chinahad finished building
almost two dozen structures on- _
 Zamora, Panganiban and Kag-
“itingats reefs that appeared de:-

signed to-house long- range sur-

In ‘his Senate confl.rmation -

ai “freedom of nav1gatmn

: threat

-tingency, ‘the United States and.
its; allies “must.be capabie of-
lumtmg Chind’s access to and -
use -.of” those 151ands ta pose a

- In recent years,” the Umted' '
' States has conducted a series of
* freedom-of-navigation' aperauons
i in'the drsputed waterway, raising ©
= tensions with Chma. “REPORTS FROM
'.AFANnasursas fk

et e i 56t
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in Basﬂan the chief engmeer 0
__b} Abu Sayyaf bandlts iasi wi

shope 1 Sitio Sasa, Baz‘angay :
‘Hasakan in Hadji Mohamtad
Ajul town at around 10:30 pam. .
Ty persormel of thie 4th Special
Forces Battalion ded by Lt.Col.
Andrew Bacaila and & barari-
‘waypolice aclion tamipa
d Tuvymaxty ot

5t r;,e Basllan commandé’

E assaultrifle and three speedn"
sisiHesaidhe was ne; ion~ ..-:boats.during operations to..

E _gerr@%p‘eetmgttcﬂbe irbdened nmescumAga'cwﬁmOne ofthe . =
““because they were -constantly smsp@cts died irvthe encouriter.

4
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The Manila Times

©'Western Mindanao Command’ g
(Westmincom) spokesperson’.
Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay identi- -
fied the Tescued kidnap victim
as Laurencio Tiro, chief engineer

of Super Shuttle Roro 9 tughoat.
Petinglay said Tiro was.res-

cued at 10:30 p.m. alongthe *

shoreline of Sitic Sasa, Baran.

mad Ajul town ifn Baszlan e

‘She said four days of e:xtenswe
search-fesciie- -Tecovery operations

by.the elite Army unit of the:
~4th Special Forces Battalion under -
+ It. Col Andrew Bacala and the Ba-
rangay-Pedcekeeping Action Team "

of Basilan resulted in Tiros rescue.

. ol
m, fri dlng Indnappmg—for ‘13

; :som and other Capital trimes have
1o piace in’ our cmhzed society,” .

“THe recent case of rescue”
and-recovery.of Mr. ‘Agac-ac and.
Mr. Tiro from’ the clutches of -

the terrotist ASGiis the success
- of a ‘military- polztlcal sqcial”

approach in thwarting violent

47

Page:

ackby coopezanngmtb the secamy'

: forces in unmaslung the1 terronsts

i 'Dancalan, Lazmtan Cityand. made
ﬁ._ to undergo'a medical check up;.

‘He was-then’ -brought to
the Westmincom on Tuesday
-where he undétwent another
“medical: checkup-at Camp Na--

3-_varro General Hospital in Zam- .

~boanga City. He will be-escorted

~ back to his family,
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The Hlanila @im&eﬂ

of bl:ack powdex w;th cut. naﬂs'—
- as shrapnel-and-a° mobﬂe phoné"*
_'as tnggerang dewce, was found at

“It was planted under the

'_.bndge, near the police and the

Army'’s Spec;ai Fotces detachment

" at"the approach of Tamontaka

Bridge,” Pastolero said. .

gate apparenﬂy o mﬂict jurd
even| death to locaI ofﬁcxals com

IEDZ at Tamontaka ridge. :
Authorities suspected new recruiit
members of the Bangsamoro Islam-
ic Freedorn Fighters (BiFF) could be
behind the twin attacks as the JEDs

‘had similar marks contents to the

ones used by the rebels,
- But the BIFE, under the fac-
tion of Ismael Abubakar alias
Bungos, denied involvement in
the recent atrocities.
JULMUNIRI JANNARAL
" AND MOH SAADUDDIN
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The Ngtianal Newspagper

Abu Sayyaf captive recovered

THE chief engineer of a tug-

boat was released by his Abu.

Sayyaf captors on Monday night
in Hadji Mohammad Ajul town
in Basilan, four days after he
znd his caprain were zhducted
in the province.

The Abu Sayyaf is still holding
26, 20 of them foreigners.

Troops recovered Laurencio
Tiro, chiefl engineer of Super

Shuttie Tug 1, at the shoreline of -

Sitic Sasa in Barangay Basakan
at around 10:30 p.m. or shortly

+

after his release, said Capt. Jo-
ann Petinglay, spokeswoman of
the military’s Western Mindanao
Command,

“They were pressured by the
presence of the military. There
was no ransom paid (for his re-
lease),” said Petinglay when asked
what prompted the Abu Sayyaf to
release the kidnap victim.

Tiro was abducted last Thursday
off Sibago island in Basilan along
with tugboat captain Aurelio Aga-
cac. = Victor Reyes
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pected New People s Army”
(NPA) rebels torched last
. unday night-three heavy -
equlpment «of a private contractor:. °. A
‘tasked with completing the road con-: :
nectmg ‘this town with neighbering

Ba‘y{oms commander or thearmy’s:
;17th Infantry Battahon (17th 1) based

f development he two. tewn i
- Moreover, about 50 workers i ;
volved inthe constructmn pra;ect were S

' management

3
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'PrLszdent Duterte of i its com-
mli:ment toa “bilateral ‘mech:
anism™and: a code of coniduict
‘that Would prevent ternton—
‘al disputes in the South Chi-
na:Séa from eruptmg mm
; cenﬂxct :

‘the Philippines Zhao Jianhta
to}d Mr, Duterte  during  a
_ inig in-Davao City that
Cbma was lookmg forward to
the convemng in'May of the
first meetin g of the bﬂateral
mechanism set up to handle
‘the South Chma Sea dispiuttes,
accordmg - presidential
spokesperson Ernesto Abella,

s_:nent Court ‘of. Arb;tration n
‘The: Hague ruled last yearina
. tase brought by the Philip:
: pines, “invalidating - China's

iding __tmsundersmmﬁngs
‘Through-this™ bilateral

i mechamsm, ‘outual: tmst and

;‘:competmg claims

“strategic . watenvay fhr_ gh
- which ‘$5° trillioh in global
trade. passes every

clalm and declaring that’ Bel—
jing " had' violated Mamia s
rights to fishand’ explore for
resources in the West Philip-

_ plne Sea ‘Watets w1thm the_

country s exclusive econiomic
zone in the South China Séa.

But ‘Mr. Duterte, after
winning presidential election
last year, upended Philippine
foreign policy by deferring
assertion of the tribunal’s
ruling, steering the country
away from the United States,
and making overtures to Chi-
na and Russia. INQ

(D
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By ALEXIS ROMERO

o Preqz de t Duterte a

Moro. National Liberation .

Front (MNLF) founder Nur

“sures seekin g:'jt'é": 'es:fafbl{sh: a
. federal government in the
- country arid proposed changes

to the Autonomous Region in

: Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).

Misuari discussed on Monday, -

danag in'a meeting described
as “warm” and Ycordial”

Presidential spokesman Er-"

nesto Abella could not provide
details about the closed-d

- “(1t) was a close-in meeting

meeting of Dutterteand Misuari -
in Davao City, merely saying -
that the discussions were about -
the situation in Mindanag. - |

( -z Misuari founded the MNLF
. ways to achieve peace fn Min- . in'1972 to advocate the:estab-
~lishment -of an independent
‘Moro state in Mindanao. The
~group:and the Philippine
governmerit signed the Trip--
oli Agreement in 1976 which

paved way for the creation of

“the ARMM 4wt decades Tater:

Misuari, who was accused

- of being the mastermind of

-the bioody Zamboanga siege

80.;, Basically, it was a‘reaffir-

-mation-of the importance.of

in 2013, met with Duterte in

Malacafiang last November

securing just and lasting peace .
and development for Mind- .

Abella could not say wheth-
er the two talked about mea-

I

after the court suspended the

6 mer ind- . implementation of an-arrest
-anad. It was warm, cordial, " ‘warrant against him. — With
positive,” Abella said.

Helen Flores, Marvin 8y, Jess
IPiaz, Delon Porcalla, Non
Alquitran o
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By ALEXIS ROMERO - '~

‘Gea mlddle'of ‘this’ yeai;” Abell :

said in a statement.
Zhao said China is lookmg

forward to the first meeting on '
the Philippine Coast Guard del-'
egation’s visit to China to harhmer-. -
-out actions, activities and new .-
engagements to ensure that South:
' "ports 1 ori--
- toring station on Panatag Shoal,

bilateral méchanism for the South
China Sea row in May. "~ "

“Through this bilateral mecha— '

nism, mutual trust and maritime

“cooperaticn will be forged and -
misunderstandings will be avoid-
ed,” Abellasaid. -

Hours before the meetmg,
United States Ambassador Sung
Kim called on Duterte to convey
his country’s readiness to assist
the Philippines in terms of mili-
tary equipment and training.-

“The President said that Phil-
ippines-US relations at the bilat-
eral leve] remain strong and there is
readiness to discuss rmore matters of
mutual interest with the US,” he said.

“His Excellency Sung Kim also
assured (President Duterte} that
the US understands the security
concerns of the Philippines and

- ‘programs;” Abella'said.’

' '_Dutert_‘ _ that "-hma is Iready,___to'

ment a cooperation agre

ment signed by the two couniries’ -L

coast guards.

‘China Seaisaseaof coopera’aon "
AbeHa said. '

“He is also looking forward to
the resumption of bilateral defense
cooperation and participation in
the One Belt, One Rpad Summit
in Beijing in May 2017,” he added.

Zhao said China is hopeful
that the Philippines would soon
use its donations for anti-poverty
programs and anti-illegal drugs
operations.

Duterte also met with Péter
Szijjérto, Hungary's foreign affairs

‘and trade minister, and expressed

readiness to strengthen bilateral
ties between Manila and Budapest.
“The President said that the Phil-

|2

- " _Hungary i8 set fo reopen;lt' em~
-bassy in the Philippines.: -

ea issue, defense COOp~
and: capamty building,

. __..dxalogue nd: “person-to-pe on
i exchanges through scholarship
-programs to Hungaty. Citing these

00
x ¢l

ﬁeratton and peopléfto -pec
anges through schola

Szijjdrto informed- Dutér’ce

: _"There will also be con

‘areas of cooperation, Szijjdrto ald
_h 5% i the '

qu]arto said ﬁ@gary shares
- a common vision with the Philip-
“He (Zhao) looks fOrW&l‘d to pines in the fight against terronsm

and 111ega1 migration. ..

Panatag mastei' plan )

DesErce an: earher dema Ofres
at it was buﬂdmg amori-

China actually has a master plan
for the full development of the
shoal which is within the Philip-
pines” exclusive ecorlomic zone,
former Parafiaque congressman

‘Roilo Golez said yesterday. -

Based on the master plan; Bei-
jing is eyeing a 3,000-meter long

runway and a harbor on the shoal,

“In our varicus strategm meet-
ings - that latest was held in Japan
- China, it turned out, already has
a master plan (for Panatag Shoal),”
Golez said in a forum at the Ma-
nila Hotel yesterday. — With Jaime
Laude, Paolo Romero
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The Katignal Newspaper

Military belittles NPA,
says it’s a spent force

BY VICTOR REYES

ON the eve of 48th foundadon
anniversaty of the New People’s
Army, the Armed Forces yesterday
told the armed wing of the Com-
munist Party of the Philippines to
reflect on its existence amid the
supposed “growing disdain of the
people on the movement.

“It is tirne for it to seriousiy
introspect on their relevance in
the light of growing disdain of
the people over the NPA's forced
raonetary exactions, destructive
arson of farm implements and
public conveyances, their vatious
atrocities and abuses, and their
duplicity to the peace talks,” said
Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief of the
AFP public affais office.

Military estimates place the
NPA strength at about 4,000 men,
mostly in the Northern Mind-
anao and Davao regions. The NPA
thrives on “revolutionary tax,” a
euphemism for extortion, from
husinesses and individuals.

Arevalo said the NPA

Arevalo said the military consid-
ers the NPA 2 speat force, com-
pared to decades ago, The group
reached its peak strength of more
than 20,000 in the 1980s.

“Civen the setious degradaton of
the strength and followings of the
NPA, we deem it no longer a force
to recon with as compared o the
“70s and the ‘80s. Today, they have
been relegated to pute banditry and
terroristn as they continue to extort
money from people or corporations
that provide employment to our
people,” said Arevalo.

Forma! peace negotiations he-
tween the government and the
communist Natonal Democratic
Front are due to resume on April
2in the Netherlands. The two sides

{2

have expressed intent to re-instate
theit respective ceasefires, prior to
the resumption of the tal¥s.
President Duterte lifted the gov-
ernment ceasefire and términated
the talks last month after a series
of NPA attacks on civilian and
militaty targets. The communists
followed suit, citing government
violations of its ceasefire,

There is stili no word from

Malacafiang as to the government
troce will be reinsmted. The commu-
nist group said it is going to declare
a new ceasefire before March 31.

NO NPA IN METRO

Last Monday, dozens of masked
protesters, claiming to be NPA reb-
els, held a lighting rally in Quezon
City. The protesters said the rally
was patt of the celebtation of the
NPA anniversary. .

An intelligence official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
said the protesters are actually
members of the “legal fronts” of
the communist party. He said no
NPA member has been monitored
in Metto Manila.

“They are from the Jegal fronts,
posing as Red fighters, There are
no armed (NPAs) here in Mewo
Manila,” the official said.

Arevalo said: “Our reports pro-
vide that those who pulled out the
lighening rally are paid NPA sym-
pathizers, supporters, and front
organizations posing as NPAs.”

“We nonetheless vrge them not
to abuse the magranimity of the
present administration 2s regards
freedoms of assembly and of ex-
pression. While they may want to
exercise both, they should do so with
due regard to the people who stand
1o suffer the disruptions in Iivelihood
and weli-being,” said Arevalo,
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; part;nersh:ps W1th c__hﬁ”erent co

. iny pat
want to g0 ‘into jomt expiorahons

- Benham Rise; China mightbeé tempted -
. to'come in unmolested like what ithad -
- done in the West Philippine Sea (WPS)'
* where China reclaimed parts of the
| Spratly island cha' -and built air and

(L q

: sudden presence of a Chinese vesselin
! "thie Benham Rise area and President
. Duterte’s announcement that he was

not averse to China building observa:

© tion structures at Scarborough Shoal
_ (Panatag island).

Gatchalian said he had mvxted the

-Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)
to give clarity and enforce Philppine
- sovere1gnty over the Benham Rise.-

- Because of alleged Chmese ineur-

i

us, part:cularly gn_ren the existen:

sions into:the ares; Gatchalian: said he :
also invited the Department of Nauonal
Defense G)ND) 50 that the DND copid s

:"egy, whether it is defense or in other”
. aspects,” he stressed, (What is impor-

tant here is the formationof along-term
strategy, whether it is defense or other
aspects.) .

“The concept of the BRDA is ho-

listic sustainable development. What
this means is that future generations
should benefit from what we could get

from Benham Rise, whether food or
energy, among others.” Gatchalian

added.
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ohttc;an, educator, develop:

Jproached alt these within a holistic

' rcultural, humamstac implications. -

. progec in the
: -ﬁshmgcommumtles for?years Thus,

cy.
late Letty Shaham, daplomat,.-z .

“brance of romping around th

: ment and ‘culture advocate,
ook up with: such intense passmn,-*, :
. wag that:of the countiy’s. soverelgn
: mght tothe West Philippine. Sea (WPS).:-,
| As‘inher-other advocacies = women
- and children’s: rights; culture and’j;--.i-

sducation, rule of law and governanice; .

and international relatiofis:~ she ap-

" theirwomenfolk and childrén; In an'in-
_ terview, she showedher fighting: spmt
* when she- uggested that the women
“activists form a chain:all the way tol
'_‘_Panatag Shoal {or Bajo de Masinloc

_ ne that- weaghed lesson i
- fromthe past, Futuristic concerns,and -

" the variots scoriomic, soeial; political,  near Pang: ;
to'mind how critical these resources

.- Those- of us'who Have lived closé_{.'_ are in providing women alternative

t() Philippirie ‘waters could then-em-
pathize with her feelings of protectives -
-“ness -over-our-ights 1o-our national .
. territory. Like her, I lived close to the
_beaches of Dagupan, Pangasihan,asa:
: hﬁd and expenenced as Weﬁ workmg i

T'understand her pleasant remem
"heach

and comprehend as well how“:’the

or Sear

noraugh) toshow {heirprotest
claims. Panatag located

livelihood as shown in our experience =
‘in-a-Bohol-fishing-community. The -
availability of fundmg support. moti-*
~ vated a dozen or more fishermern’s”

“wives who were workmg asdomestics
in Mamla, to return home to wprk on a:"

lo

_e:lai:e Justice An’wmo Carpm, Bexgmg is:
~ now planning fo builda 'radar station,:
a move. meant to back 1ts mar txme

f-current encroachment into out: Sove - Cr it
ereign ‘waters in: Scarborough Shoal .+ 8
" canaffect the futureof our ﬁshermen; i

“The planned énvironmen
- ing station mayjustbea first: step ina

““creeping: occupatlon asseenin pre\n—'
% ouis Chinese incursions in: Kagztmgan:
- Reef,” he noted. Carpm suggests hold=

ng a national debate and- consensus:

- op how the pation should proceed with
itg bilateral relations with China:-A:
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Possible implication is thal China will use  important legislation:~ the Anti-Rape
“these military installations “to enforce the .. Law and the early hills whic providey
nine-dashiine as‘China’s national boundar-. -~ the hasis for the reproductive -health
ies and that ity f Philippine Iaw; the laws that créated th :
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' - “waffling” on position and where shehas performéd . on the wi
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Army Vision.

By 2028, a world-class Army thal is a source of national pride
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_-governmem teok effect, L
s communist rehels they have -~ uled foﬂrth round of talks this Ap

The Wanila Times | paee: 17

*Armec: Forces and the polic
s&tuatmn caﬂsfortt L

'_.t_we ‘unilateral ceasefire. deciaratlans _
‘that wiH ‘Take effect’ befure the scheci- .-:

'_._:expanded their group and cnnsoﬁciated __'Ihe NDFis the umbrella- organizétmn
"'their miass ‘baselnthe Centrai and -representing the (PP-NPAIn the peace

: Soa‘fhem_part of the regmn, (arlo sard - Regotiations with the government. -

““accusation that the CPP-NPAare == =0
sextortionists and tarrorists” as the . Buscayrm, known as Commandéi

©The NPA fs the drmed wing. of. the

aid they st;ongly protest the e
PP that was founded by Bemabe

'govemmeat and the Enternationat -Dante, on March 28, 1965.

commumty call them.

 The NPA conducts its armed gue-

- TheNPAalso condemned the burfal _nlla struggie based on the strategic
‘ of former Pressdent Ferdinand Mar- - line of protracted pecple’s war accord~
“cos at the heroes’ cemetery and decrfed  ing to miiitary records.”

President Rodigo Duterte’s anti-drug
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www.retiredanalyst. blogspot.com
Sailors worked like slaves with threat of beheading hanging over their

heads
From Asia One {Mar 28): Sailors worked like slaves with threat of beheading hanging over their heads

Five Malaysian men held captive by Abu Sayyaf were fearing for their lives throughout their eight~month ordeal in
ines as the Abu Sayyaf militants threatened to behead or shoot them,

the jungles of the southern Phili

Tayudin Anjut, one of two men rescued first, said they lived in the jungle and were moved from one place to another
at night.

“Sometimes they wore face masks. We were not blindfolded or tied though,” said the frail-looking man after being
rescusd and brought to the Primse Minister's residence yesterday.

There were no physical beatings but Tayudin and Abd Rahim Summas, the other rescued sailor, suffered body aches.
They had to be wheeled into the residence as they were reunited with their family.

Tayudin, said the captives were forced to work for the captors.

“We were treated like slaves. Disuruh bikin itu, disuruh bikin ini we were asked to do this and that),” he fold the

media.

According to Tayudin, they had little to eat and drink.

“We were ordered to cook for them. and they only gave us leftovers to eat ... if there was nothing left over, then
there would be no food for us.” he was guoted as saying by Bernama

“Sometimes we would have rice. Without food and medicine, my evesight is failing and | can barely see now,” he

said.

Tayudin said the kidnappers allowed tham io contact their families several times, but each time, they also threatened o

Kkill tham.
Both Tayudin and Abdul Rehim did not know they were being rescued.

“Thare were no parting words between us and the other three captives because we did not realise we were being

released.” he said.

The 45-year-old, who looks older than his age, was able to speak slowly despite his fatigue.

Abd Rahim. 62, however. could barely speak and choked on his words when he tried to answer questions posed by

reporiers.

“Thank you to the Government for helping us return fo our home land,” the older man said in barely a whisper.
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Abd Rahim, who also suffers from high blood pressure, appeared weak and was bent over in the wheelchair as he was
brought in.

His teary-eyed daughter Rasniyati, 40, hugged him and said she was glad that her father had been returned safely to the

family.

"Once he told me to tell my mother that his body ached all over.” she said.

The two men will be treated at the Sefayang hospifal. They were among five tugbcat crewmen abducted in waters off Dent
Haven in Lahad Datu district las{ July 18,

Tayudin said that last Thursday, he and Abd Rahim were laken by villagers in a boat before being handed over io the
Philippine authorilies.

Tayudin was welcomed back by his wife Gustia Sulian, 47, and their children, Nurerin Farisha, 13, and Mohd Fahirin, five,
while Abdut Rahim was met by his daughter Rasniyati. 40, and several other famity members, whe all could not hoid back

their tears when they mel.

Al 5.30am vesterday, ESSCom commander Datuk Wan Abdu! Bari Wan Abdul Khalid confirmed that the three other
kidnapped men ~ Fandy Bakran. 27, Mohd Jumadil Rahim, 24, and Mohd Ridzuan lsmail, 33, — were rescued on Sunday

night.
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BIFF blamed for bombing in Maguindanao

From the Philippine Star (Mar 28); BIFF blamed for bombing in Maguindanao

a bomb near the municipal hall of Talavan town just two hours before experts defused an expiosive found beside

a security checkpoint in Cotabato City.
Senior. Superintendent Agustin Telie. director.of the. Maguindanao.provincial police, said .no.one.was hurt.in.the bombing -

in Talayan bul the incident triggered panic among residents.

Officials of the Army’s 6th Infantry Division are convinced the outlawed Bangsamoro Isiamic Freedom Fighters

(BIFF) was behind the attack.

The group, which boasts of lovaify to the Islamic State of Irag and Svria, is known for bombing non-military
targets to avenge losses in encounters with pursuing state security forces.

The BIFF, feared for its enforcement of a ruthless Taliban-stvle justice system in areas where it operates, lost
more than 20 members during a three-day Army operation early this month in nearby Salibo municipality in

Maguindanao.

The bombing near the Talavan municipal center preceded the deactivation at about 8:00 p.m. Monday bv bomb
experts of an improvised explosive device {IED) found near a icint Army-police security checkpoint in Tamontaka

District in Cotabato City.

The city police said it was for the vigilance of villagers and barangay officials that the bomb was found and immediately

dismantled by responding police and Army bomb experts.

The JED was fashioned from an explosive blasting powder packed with twisted nails and rigged with a battery-
operated detonator that can be sef off from a distance using a mmobile phaone.

City residents have been experiencing a conspicuously fragile peace since last year owing to the fron-fisied policy of
Mayor Cynthia Guiani-Sayadi in maintaining law and order in &l of the 37 barangays under her jurisdiction.

The mayor's office and the city police had arrested dozens of drug offenders in recent months and had cleared the city's
thoroughfares from hostile peeple through periodic nighttime joint law enforcement patrols.
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