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By ‘P:IA”'].,E_E%BRAGQ: P T
" The Philippines and
China will hold direct talks
on their maritime. dispute.
in May, Filipiho officials
said yesterday, as President
Daterte secks stronger eco-
nomis ies wifh Beijing .
- China has mvited officials
of the Departinent of Foreign -
Affairs (DEA) for a visit to
start discussions on-a bilatera]
consultationmechanism on the
- South Chmna Sea, the-Chinese
Minastry of Foreign Aftfairs
sald Qe s it TR s, -

The DFA yesterday con- .
tirmed China 1s proposing
to hold and host the kilateral -
consultation meeting with the
Philippines in May. .

“This 15 a new proposal, a
bilateral consultation mecha-
nism specifically on thee South
China Sea,” foreign affairs

- spokesman Charles Jose said.

Chinese Foreign Ministry,
spokesperson Hua Chunying
said the Philippines and China
agreed during the 20th round
of Sme-Philippme diplomatic
consultation last January to |

. establish a bilateral mechanism . no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285,5295 |
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Ema: 1 o Gouth China Sea Issue. -
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12 h 'Ihe two fore:gn mirustnes
* wiil act as coordmators o dis:
uss issiles'of ttiftial doncern™”
# d premote mamume ﬂonpn
writion and security” -

¥ “The Chinese side has in-
Lited competent officials of the
i _'-mh;[%%me foreign munistry to

sneeting of this mechanism,”
Rua sard in apress. conFeLenre
3 Bayng. :

2 “The two s1de9 are havmg
£ ‘endI} Leﬁsultatwnb on. t'he

unication and dralogue wath
Manilz 10 properly . HANAZE -
‘ﬁlﬂerencee, enhance mari-
;h.me copperation and create:
'a tavorable atmosphere for
;Drachca1 cooperation between
the two sides ard the healthv

‘and steady growth of Sino- .

] Ph111ppme relations " Ut L
Lastvear, a United Nations-
‘backed international tribunal
rejected Beying’s claims to
most of the South China Sea,
mncluding disputed areas close
to the coasts of its neighbors
But Duterte, elected last

a1 May for the first
“of bilateral constiltation mech-

anism on the Seuth Ching Sea -
. and Chuna effered to host the -

1ng and pushed for ra pmche—'
I?ifn‘t with China asi

billions &f dollars i i trade end~
“ investment from it -

DFA’s Jose said botfl s1des.

are Iookmg at May for the ﬁrsi, :

‘Ieeting,
“There was the agreemerﬁ

_tnittal meeting This Mag, both

.sides will discuss the speuﬁc
dates and the agenda,” Iose-?;-
= "sa1d
- Flua said BEI]]Ilg is Wﬂlmg :
further- strengihen com- -

He:noted Lhe purpose ef the

bﬂateral consultation mecha-

aism 15 to provide a platform to

-discuss South China Sea ssues

. “We have nio agreement yet
“on the substantive -agenda as

well as the level of the meet-
mg All of these are yet to be

discussed,” he said.

The Philippines sent last;.- :
= BeIng denled the‘ne~ was

weak a note verbale to .China

toseek clarification o ite plans - dr
to build the first permanent

structure on Panatag |Scarbor-
ough) Shoal

The top official in Sansha
City that administers China’s
island claims since 2012 was

' :quofed by the of:ﬁmal Haran.

Daily as saying that prepara-
tions'were underway to build

vt % an énvironmental monsori
yea_r, has plaved dow'n thatrul- -

station at Panatag Shoal, -
Juptice Secret: Vita;heno
ire 11 said- thea?:luh ppihes
Was prepariig to tmrmally
protest China's plan to install a
radat station at Panatag in vio-
lation of the UN #ribunal ruling
declaring the shoal a common
fishing ground outsxde any
country 5 ]unsdxctlon :
- He said the course oF ac-
tion was in accordande with
Supreme Coutt Senior Agsoci-,

-ateTustice Antonic C‘arple.s

stggestion that a strong formal
protest agarnst Beying be filed
with the. Permanent Court
ot Arburation based in 'l‘he
Hague: "o B
HPn September Chma n-
sisted the situation in Pariatag
Sheal had not changed and
mairitained the presence of a
number of coast guard- ves-

- sels wasg for law emomemeni-

pattols. e R e
redging or buiilding achivities
conducted in the atnil -
The Phalippine goverrment

" released surveillance pictures

of Chinese codst guard ships
and barges at a disputed shoal
in the South China Sea
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. Under threat °
I Secunty officials alsopoint—
- ‘ed out two of the nine islands
i occapled by the Philippines
. in the Spratlys archibelago are
- now-under direct threat from

| China’s ongomg mulitariZation
- -uf their ocoupned areas m +he g

1 reg:lon

Filipino soldiets are currently
stationed aboard a. grounded
ShiP BRP Sterra Muadre. .

"These two areas ate very

cleseto the now Chinese high--

ly militarized artificial 1slands

otit of Zamora (Sub1) Reef and-
Pangapiban (Maschief) Reef,” .

& senior security ofﬁual smd
- The offical sad the highly

. nuhtanzed Zamora and Pan-

ganiban Reefs could cheke

Pag-Asa and Ayungm Shoal
Zamora Reef is located 14 -

nautical miles from Pag-Asa
Island. Palawan’s fifth class
municipality, which 18 also
home to a contingent of F111~
" pmo soldiers
© Ayungin Shoal, nn the other
hand, 1s located 22 nautical
miles from the Chinese-built
artificial 1sland 1n Panganiban
Reel
The Washington-based

- These fwo nﬁhbary outposts 1
are in Pag-Asa Island and the .
Ayungini Shoal outpest, where

\ puttmg

think tank, Center For Strafe~ =
¢ and Internatlonal Studms.

C51S) sad | '
China has ajready put ap

three radarysenior arrays,
two hangars, a moliile misale Forcetokeép.

shelter and four point defenses
in their occupied areas’:
© The CSIS’s

completed eatly this monih the
construction of hangars that
can accommodate 24 combat

. aurcratt The artificial 1sland -
‘hasa 3, OOG-meter mnwav cmd_ -

safe hathor, AN
< “Construcf:lon teaims were

middle of the reef anid atrie.of

large towers have been con- -
structed on the southwestern

comen” the AMTI saxd
"AMTI alse teported recent

moratering on the placement

of a radar dome on the ground

next to one of the towers, in¢

dicating this construction is
sumtlar to what China has built
at Kagitingan (J ohmor South)
Reet. - -

Rertractable roofs are also
being installed on the recently
bult mussile shelters at Pan-
garmban Reet, AMTI reported

‘up m the a0

Asian Mari- '
tune Transparenry Initiative:
(AMTI} reported China bhas

Mediciwhile;fhe Deipkeiment
ND) s -

of ‘\Jahonal Defense [

-working eut a deal with Japan

for thii téansﬂi:r leg Zipare parts.
needed by the Philippine Air-
ioes s UH-E

éombat-and utility belicop

Defetise’ becreta'ry Deifin.-
Lorenzana said talks are now:-

‘underway with- ]ap‘an s Mifi--

ister of Defense Acquisrtions;
Technology énd Logistics
Agency (ATLA) J:Egardmg
the Huey sparg p 1sfer:.

Iapan used to b

‘of UH-TH helicopters and has
the fimshing touches -}n..ge spare P mvent@fer 4
on five larger hangars. A fin-
" 1ghed radar towerstands m the .

Lopenzana S tl:us discor
sute following last Monday’s
transfer of two-of the five TC-

‘off surveillande aircraft that

the Japanese governmeni has
leased to' the Phulippine gov-
ernment to bolster the Navy’s
air maritime and sovepgnty
monitoring capab:hhes s

‘«- The Navy will be usm.g

the two awcraft provided by
Japan to patrol tﬁe country’s
maritime domain iti the South
China Sea and Benham Rise in
the eastern seaboard facmg the
Pacific Ocean
— With AFP, Jaime Laude

{02)645-9555 Local: 5285 5285
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ESPERON: PH CAN’T DO
ANYTHING ABOUT CHINA

STORY BY CHRISTINE O. AVENDARO

N atn:lnal Seutl;ity Adviser Hermogenes Esperon says the government is aware that Beijing is nearly __
one with its construction on three PH reefs, but he stresses Manila can’t stop the buildup ﬁz

By Chl‘litll‘le o. Avendaﬁo ¥
moavendanoINQ

g i L ity
. . UE

The government 15 rully awgre

that Chiira has fearly complet-

" ed construction work on three

Pmllppme -claimed 1eefs in the

South China Sea but cannot-do

anything about i, National Se- -

curity Adviser Hermogeres Es-

peronsaid on Wednesday @ .

- Esperon, a former chief of
staff of the Aimed Forces of
the Philippines, said the gov-
ermnment had its own pictires
of the Chinese construction
work on Kagitingan, Zamora
and Panganiban reefs 24

He said the pictures were tak-
en by the AFP Western Com-
mand, whose junsdichon m-
cludes the Kalayaan Group of is-
lands 11 the Spratly arcmpeJago

Mllltary deployment ablllty

. Esperon ‘speke to. LEPOTLErs
i two days ‘after the Asta Mar-

. 1fime Transpa.nency Imtlatrve ]
Mmrl) part of the Washmg&on-'

based think . tank Center for

"Suategic. and Intematmnal_

“Studies,’ released a 1eport say-~

.1ng runWays, -aircraft-hangars;’

radar sites and hardened sur-

face-to-air mussile shelters had
erther heen finished or. nea*rmg[
" corapletion on the-ihree 1eefs.

The development has glwn

(.hma the ability to deplay
L0 ‘ombatatrcrat and other mah-
i tary assets' to, the disputed re-
gion, whenever 1:t wrshes the
aeportsard ¥ L 5

“Indeed rhe alrsmpt. ot 3 to

35 kilemeters are m place,
There are radais, hut will these
be for mulitary use? it ‘could
be,” Espeton told repoiters af-
ter attending & Senate hearing
on the proposed estabhshment

of a Benham Rise Dev elopment :

Authonity., -
Asked whether Chma ] con-

1 striichion’ work on the three

reefs clatmed by the Philip-
pines in the Spratlys was a
.cause for concern for the gov-
ernment, Esperon, talking like
President Duterte, replied:
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inc‘ludmg 'Pma:tag-
Shoal oh Mareh 23, quetng Xi-

na” ‘Sca

Yy @’Efatclal i Sansha (‘11:y ﬁrom

‘ where China's clalms mthnrsea

are auustered

Stungprotest
% @p- March 20, Supreme

Ceurt Senior Associate Jushce

Antonto ‘Carpio said Mr Durerte
had‘other options to deal mth
China besides military action.’

He said the government -

should file a strong protest
aganst China’s plan to budd on
Panaiag Shical i

But instead of a dmlomatlt -

protest, the Department of
Foreign Affairs sent a note ver-
bale—an unsigned diplomatic
communication written in the

third person—seakmg confir-

mation of Xiao's statements ifi
the Hainan Daily report.
Chima’s . foreign ministry

‘'said the report was “not true ”

. Esperon mentioned no pl:m
‘to protest the Chinese con-
struction work on the three
Philippine reefs and when told
about - apprehension  that
weapons could be deployed on

slble it magnotb

Dok

By 2026 & world-cless Army that is & SOUTCE of nalional pride

the reefa., rephed that thele

- we1 e o missiles there yet;

555 Local: 52885, 5295

-Asked ahow the Ilkehhaod Q_'_,i

that the facilities on. the reefs

are: for. uuhtgry 5€,. E$pemn. ;

sa.ld i don"t'kna , bitt it's pi

T:Ie ndded

3 ‘Freedom of nawgatinn

" Chpa has denjed the ‘acen- -
ﬁ satgmﬁ af thed rnitefs States and
othéra thnt s mxhtai 1zing the

r . defense ¢ ulpment had b'eeii' 1
plaged én3slands fn the disput- - -
- edwatemaytomamtam"free- '

dorm of navigation”.
But the Amti report ‘sad

_ Chma ‘was using its 1sland-

building droject tn giveteethto
its clatm over almost the entire

' Bouth: l“hma S‘ea:andats Islanﬂs

and reefs. - g
] kagmngan deora and

" Panganiban—internationally <
known as Fiery Cross, Subi and-

reefs

Masctuef . ..respectve-

I‘r_are part of the Spratly
chain, which 1s - claithed -im
whole or in part by Chin, the:

Phlhppmes, Brunei, Mala,ysm

Vietnain and Tarwan: - :
China already uses an exist-

ing airfield on Woody Island .

the similarly disputed Pavacel
“chain, ll)cated to the north. -

where it-bas muntamed mo-

* bile HQ-9 surface—to -an’ mis-

siles for more than a year and

" deployed antiship cruise mis-

siles on at least one occasion,
fthe US think tank said. -

“The arhields and advanced
surveillance and early warning

" radars will allow China’s mili-

tary to operate over virtually

‘the entire South China Sea, 1t

said mts repoit

“Beljing can oW - aenloy
military assets, including com-
bat aircraft and mobile mussile
launchers, to the Spratly Islands
atany fime,” the report said. -

- Esperon said 1t was better
to “wait [for] what happens
next” after the construction
was finished —wiTH REPORTS
FROM AP AND REUTERS INQ

sal: 5285, 5205
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SR Ak I,

MANILA: "*BM.LEHH

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWESPAFLH

been deplayed by the Armed Forees -
‘ del Suresinei el s

< The lbth %pecxal Fbrce‘a (,tmpany of
thp Special Forces Regiment Airborne, |
Special Operations Command, arrived
_here on Saturday via C 180 Air force -

e TANDA,GCIT’f More'rroopshave -\

of the Phllxppmes (AF P\ in Surlgao ‘

3

Page:

4 More troops sent to Surlgao del Sur__,,

s the local :government anit and 402nd

-cax:go plane

The arrival.of new troops ‘wasg wel—: ?
cnmed by top area commanders-and -
provmclal and city officials here: .7 <

« (ol Franro Nemesio Gacal; ‘com-

mandmg officer of the Army’s 402nd .
Infantry {Stingersy Brigadeé based |
here, said he was conﬁdent bhat the.

troops can easﬂy admst n theu- new '
_ass:gnment ‘

He also asked thie troops m assmt

Brigade toachieve therr: missien, which
is to create an environment condueme

to development.and lasting peace: -

« This froups were for merlv as-

signed ‘m Jolo, Salu- ‘undet Capt. Mi-
" chael Jameson’ uonstantmo (Mﬂ;e U
Crismunde) TN

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tol no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 52835, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

T_‘_l,



Army Vision: By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pridg

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285. 5295

JJU March 2017

("ommlm;lst New Peuple’s Army
(NTA) rebels detonaied an
mmprovised explosive device (IED)
in Ilocos Sur province on Tuesday,
targetmg but mssed on a military

iruck while tra.uma.twmg sivilians
in the area.

- Lt. Col. Eugeino Julm Osias I,
commanding officer of the Army's
8lst Infuntry Battalion (IB), said:
that the bumb attack-could be part

Ostas-said that elements of the

| Slst 1B, aboari & military truck,
were iraversing Barangay Calasan. - -
| in Sta. Crug town at around 1%i5

p.m. when'the IED exploded some -
> - for their alermesa and rescuing the

20 meters from the vehicle. -
Fortunately. Osias said that
there was ne casualiy on the

| government side and the truck did

ot sustain any. da.mage o

However, cxv.lha.ns m the area
were tmumatued by the incident,
partionlerly a ieenager who was
trailing the military vehicle. aboard
& motoreycle when the explosion
vecurred

The teenager, Osias said, was
still in a state of shock when
rescued by the troops.

"The incident that happened is

" NPA rebs detonate
_IED in llecos Sur.

‘ always expected every tlme thg-

of the NPA’s 48th toundlng i
y annmersa.ry

NPAs celebrate their fuundmg.~

"anniversary,” said Osias. ..

“The NPA ferrorists are tond of

_marking their activity with

harassments, murders, rapes,
grsens and extortions, This time
they include civilians as thelr
targets he added. :

Osias said the elements of the
Sta. Cruz police Scene of the Crime
Operatives unmedlétely processed

* the explosion site while troeps were

dispatched to track down e

perpetrators. - 4
Jol - Milfredo Me;egr:to

" eommander of the Army’s 702nd

Brigade, lauded the 8lsi IB troops

rivilian. -

“I comment the alertness and
presence of mind of the troops
onboard the targeted military
veluele as they did not \ose their
facns when the TED exptoded, which
is expected among soldiers,” said
Melegrito.

For lus part, Maj. Gen. Angelo
de Leon, commander of the 7th
Infantry Division, urged peaceloving
civilians to continue working with
the government and condemn the
NFPA's ierror acts. Mario J. Mallari -
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P R T
ERrTL Has B e

i

" New People’s Army rebels operat-
ing in Sanita Cruz, -Jlocas Sur deto- -
nated an Improvised Explosive De-:
vice onthe day they were aelebrating

their 48th founding apniversary. -

Army 2nd Lt Rey Gaezzel M. An-
fone, Gvil-Military. Operations’ Offi--

cer -of the -81st-Infantry Battalior,
7th Infantry. Dwision, Philippine.

Army, said the inaident took place
on a road n Parangay Calacan

where a miltary vehicle was tra-

versing at noon Tuesday.

*. While no one was killed ot serl-.
owsly injured, a tecnager onboard,
his motorcyde trailitg the miliary.
_ vehicle was neatly hit by the blast..

{Francis T. Wakefield) .. . .

e S gl e T
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Rebels torch road construction equipment

From Tempo (Mar 29)

2 mp oy ey v,

The construction of roads that would connect the municipalities of Alcala and Baggas in Cagayan may be
facing some delays after suspected New People's Army (NPA) rebels destroyed heavy equipment being used
for the said construction.

Ltc Rembert R Baylosis, Commanding Officer of 17th infantry Battaiion in Masin, Alcala, Cagayan said at least
six alleged NPA rebels set on fire three road construction equipments of the Pulsar Construction Corp. in

Baybayog, Alcala.

The rebels then stole the construction company’s {suzu EIf truck which they used as their getaway vehicle.
Baylosis said owners of the firm reveal that damage to their equipment was estimated to be around P10

million.

There were about 50 workers tapped to be part of the road construction project and Baylosis as well as the
owners fear they would end up being jobless because of the senseless attack.

Baylosis also said most of the workers and their families were most likely fraumatized by the incident.

The Army Officer confirmed that there was a letter handed to the worker containing an extortion demand.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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CAGAYAN DE ORO CITV—

“The mubtary rejected the fequest

of the 'Natiopal - Demecratic-
Front of the Philippmes (NDFP) -
for a 10-day suspension ef mili- ‘ guspend 'its operations when- -
tary. operations i Bukidnon

provinee to allow the safe re- .
iease of a pohceman wha com-
rnunist rebels liave been holding
* caphave for more thanamonth
Capt. Joe Patrick Martinez,
spokesperson of the Ath Infantry
- Division {ID) based here, said the
military was happy over efforts

atiops Against the New People's
Army QBA). o e
-~ ‘How can the government

‘NPA [rebels] confinue their
atrorities in the area?” Maj.

“Gen Benjamin Madrigal, 4th D"

commander, asked -

... NDFP garlier relayed its re-
quest for the military to suspend
pperations 1n at least 74 viliages
i Bukidnon for the release of
Natividad, who was teken in Ta-

not suspend their ongoing cper:

" of the NDFP North-Ceritral Min-’

danao_Region; “said -the- rebel

* growp would Telease Nativilad

if the Army and the' pohice Br-
dered a stand down of forces .
some villages n’the Bukidnon

“towns of Talakag, Lartapan,

‘Baungon, - Paugantucan. ‘and -
: Kalllangdn, and in the cities of
' Malaybalay and Valencia™ *= -~

. . Bishop Felxbertg Calang of

the Iglesia . Filipma Independs- -
efite’ and ‘Catholic Archbishep -
_Antonio Ledesma relayed the

o —————

AFP REJECTS NPA REQUEST TO STOP OPERATIONS IN BUKIDNON

A i.o‘:free_é}'.gliee_‘pfﬁqel 2 Anthony - lakag tOwn OF Feb -9 while he:; NDFPs request to the mibitary
-+ Natividad efthg..l(a\‘lﬂailgf fOWn . Was onhis way to this Gty S -dilrmglgirpiéenn_’g wath Col’ Jesse::
¢ police, but :Mmg"qfﬁcgﬂs could ' ;. Cesal Renerie, spokesperses A}var&z;'qth ID assistant dius‘iatﬁ“

commander, on Monday .

_: Reperio 5a1d the NPA would .

declare - teraporasy. ceasefite

of mihtary operations would be
grangedAWEE AR
But Maduigal rejected the re-
quest He sad government forces
‘needed to keep their presence in
local ommunities to p):event'the
NPA from entering these areas
He said if the rebels were
sincere in feleasing Natividad,
they could simply let him go
and release him anywhere
~ “They {(NPA) don't need to
ask fur any suspension [of mih-

" tary operations] when they can
_just leave their capiive (Natvi-
" gad) o apywhere, anytime,”
onge its request Yor suspension * Madngal said. “Fhey just have
; : valdbe | to notify everyone, especially
- the media, where they will ieave

him so that authorities and his
tamily can pickhimup "
Despite the military’s decr-

sion, Calang beheved the NDFP

would still make true 1ts promise
to free Natividad before or dur-
ng the start of the fourth reund
of the formal talks between the

- government and the NDFP pan-

els in The Netherlands next
week —Jmesn..i.J_snu'sM.EM ING
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THE NATHON'S LEADING NEWEPAFLE

BT i[t'ls tlme ﬁomt ; :
. spectenits relevancemhghmﬁgrowmg : \
=ik ‘ " disdain of the people over the WPA's ~ sgveral hghtnmg rallies around Bayao.f_
The chlefpftheArmedForcesoﬁhe foreeﬂmonefaryexactmns, destrifctive . City.on Wednesday They earhersta ged .
.. Pliilippines-Public Atfairs Office (AFP- : arson.of farmimplements. and ‘puby . in Cui '
" PAD) said thatthe NewPenplo’s Army ~ conveyances, its various-atrocitie ._.day ~They were- g 5
(NPA; should reflect on its relevance = andiabuses,and duplicity o the peace -~ without mt‘erfereﬁee from; i %
. andthe unperahves of its existence as - talks,” Marine Colonel EdgardArevalo_'_;- Ina statementbﬂle revoluhonmym@ve-;
~ therevolutionary group marked 1ts48th . sald Felil - ment asked for the masses:to
feundataon anniversary vesterday NPA supporters and members, i -take part m 1ts :rebelhen da ‘
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 before the scheduled peace talks be-
Lween the government and the National -

. Democratic Front of the Phlhppmes n
: Utrecht the Netheriands...-: -
T Peace or force
i Arevalo sad the: military will appb
- both peace and force in its m:ssrou*to
; end the: commiutiist rebellion, * s
e Oy mthertumtf'nt' 15 to defeat the
: NPA by force and by peace negotia- -

- tions- butnetneeessmlym thatordet;"_

. he stressed.

“We widl decm.ate thelr ranks by

neutralizing their arined component,

help mntegrate surrenderers to mdin- .

. stream society, and relegate the recal- ..
- citrants as pullee matlers to deal w:th,”
| he added”

| Arcvalo smd although the NPA ean

. still comimit atrecifies especially in the, *

: -countryside, 1t can np Iengel he o1
- ‘ered as apotent 'rce

8, gr
. ‘the strength and {ellgwmgp ei‘theN.E'A,
© we-deem it no longer a foree to reckor
-with as rompared te the ’ms ana the
’805,” Argvalo samd: + >
. “Today, they have been relegated
to pure banditry and terrorism as they .

‘continue to.extert money from peepleor -

- corperations that provide emplevment
. -toour people™ g
fe A such, thev cannot stay in a
! cnmmmnby leng enough without con-

fronting miitary units responding to

the people’s call reporting the former’s . -+
- the commander of 7th Infantry Diviston

* said, it was unfortunate that the NPA
detonated an TED in a plat.e that cwﬂ~ '

crinmnal acbmhes in thelr r‘ommumty,
he added = - .:

“Our reports provide that these who
pulled the hghtrung raliy un Cubao)
are paid NPA sympathizers, support- -
ers, and froni organizatiotis posing as
NPAs ” Arevalo said. ..

: “We nonetheless urge them not o
abuse the magnanimity of the present
administration as regards freedoms of
assembly and of expression,” he said

= Arevalo said while they may want

i -w-"un A

tn exerclse both i:hey sheu"ld doso with .
~ due regard to the people who stand to -
suffer from the disruptions. - .
. ~IED/detonated *.
] NPArebels operating in Santa Cruz
- Hocos Sur detonated an Imprgv,;s

- Explosive Deyice (IEP) as vebel group

. marked its48th founding  apniversary
Ariny 2nd T Rey Gaezzel M.
tene , CivilMilitary Operations Offiderof

ihe incident took place nn a roadmBa-

rangay Ca!aoap. Sta Cruz, Heces bur;

at about 1215 p m Tuesday, -

= Fortunately the IED hlast, d1d not
© cause any injury ordamage A-civilian.
- “onbeard amotereycle who was trailing -
- the m1hta13 vehicls was almost hit by -

“ the IED. blastbut escaped, ;mhu"t

2 Hesa;d th :

¢ av to the Bist -

Justtwo kilonicters away when the TED
:. exploded: Fortunaﬁely the military ve-',
" Hicle'was already past 20 meters ﬁ'om

the blast site upen detonation. -

** After the blast, Tt Cal Eugenle.‘.i‘lat;‘;

lm C Osias IV, Batfalion Commander of

arrived at the blast site. -

1ans frequent,
* “In line wath this, I call on peace-
. lovmg people to condemn this eriminal
- act of NPAs which disregarded the

safety and well- -heing of civilians for . .

their sinister purpose,” he said

For his part, Colonel Miflredo M
Melegrito, the commander of the 702nd
Infantry Brigade, cornmended the alert-

f ness and presence ofmmd ef the troops

the 815 Tafantry Battation, 7th Infanﬁrj o
- Diviston of the Phlhppme &rm‘v. ‘gand

m:aversmg Baran— o

81stInfautrvBatia]ioniunmed1ate1yleﬂ
.. lhe remforcement and cleared thenipas sy The rebel ot
- The: PhﬂlppmeNahonaLPohee (PNPi i
- Sta. Cruz, SOCO and ¥ N‘DKE anitalse ;

< labor i -
Major General Angelo M De Leon, i
. ment of President Duterte to “flatten

ofthoard thia }mg@fna military vekicls -
ag they did not iose their focus when
the IED exploded, w}uch I8 expected
~among soldiers. -

-~ “The incident that happened 15"

-: ﬂmys expécted. _every time the NPA

celebrates its. fm,mdmg anniversary..
The, NPA f.en;'o;gs;s,,are fond of mark-
& thewr activity with harasswier fs,
murders,rapes. arsops and: exterions’
- This fime. tzhey»(NPAs) inelude elvsllians
as then' targets Osias'said -
%5 'Vl) change }

g The PA said it 'was dlsmayed af
: the lack of ¢hange promised by the
admlmstratmn of Pres1dent Rodmge

; Duterbe }
: “Hapxt usa ka tulg sukad sa 1yang'
‘pagkadaug, wala payyahatag iiga. ina-
hmungdanong kabag-ohan si Duterte.
sa kinabuhi sa katawhang Pilipino”

¢ tthere has been no ¢hange in tiae Du
- terte admimistration).” -

‘Sukwahl sa-iyang saad mlyukbe
s1Dutertengadto sa mga maki-Tho ug
1 ta s iyang gobyerno sa dili
mya pagwagtzmg sa Enhanced De-
: fenge Cevperation Agreement ug: uban
pang pa.ngmlhtarnga kasabutan talisa

. Imperyalistang US @espite his stance,

the Duterte administration remains
beholden_te the Unifed States with lts
agreements such ad EDCA).” .
anu-atmn lamented
he coptinued abuses in the coun-
frysmle, ag welj as in qectors such as

“The NPA also denounced a state~

- the hills” m bombing runs in pursait

of the NPA

_ The rebels said they were con-

ducting their.own punitive measures

against drug syndicates in the coun-

teyside, as well as its protectors

The NPA cited its attacks in Gov-

- ernor Genereso in Davao Oriental and
in Barangay Malabog in Paquibato,
Davao City, as part of its anti-illegal
drugs campagn.
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IAF P Iaments CPP’
| recrultment order

T FRAMONS nmma : succeed ﬁhrough negotmtions w1th 'rhe_-n

' govemment. : j
L3 Armed Forees of the Phlhppmes “ . The Gevernmentofﬂle Phlhppmes
{ lAFP) spokesman Brig Gen. Restituto

f‘GPH) and Communiss Party of the
Padilla vesterday expressed sadness

Phllgp mgs (QPP) directive urﬂenmg.; 2
i rFs B ey e ”bﬂ"stepwﬂfs ;ﬁa recrmt
'.J ment - - :
{ ‘Ina statement sent to Daiense r&- :

: porters Padilla said the. mrecuveruns a

| counter to-the NationalDemoeratic

" Front (NDF) peace ‘panel's- earlier
pronounoemant ot wantmg peace fo -

R <l ‘.=Z,,,-..“- B

| overthe latest Communist Partyotthe

- Philippines-National Democratic Front

{CPP-ND¥) peace panels are ‘set ’to
0 enthbf?m't:hrlunq_‘ '
m’ egdtiations s '

- It was rer.alled that talks were

tempm‘ml‘g suspended by President

Duterte last February after NPA rebels:
launched a series of atrer:ﬂ:ies agamnst

2 govemment stroops and private compa-
) mes m varmue parts ef the country
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Salceda elected |
as DND advisory
coundil’s chairman

Albay Rep. Joey Sarte Salceda vivas recently elected chairman of the
Department of National Defense (1IND) Multi-Sector Advisory Council
(MSAC), tasked to provide directicin towards the desired goals of the

- Philippine Defense Transformation 130admap (PDTR) 2028,

MSAC -was established along the principles of the Performance
Government System or PGS which promotes “good governance,
transparency and accountability withiin the framework of stakeholders’
engagement and consultations, in accordance with the council protocols.”

"}t aims to ensure that DND is able to perform its defense mandate
and guide and help assess the implemesntation of its various policies and
programs for the protection of the
people and the state under PDTR
2028,

appointod an MSAC adviser prior

| listtenant colonel in the AFP

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tei no. (02} 845-3555 | ocal; 5285, 5295

Salceda, who was first

to his election as its chairman also
sits as chairman of the Regional
Advisory Committee for Philippine
National Police Transformation and
Development in the Bicol Region.
He presently holds the rank of

reserve force and is the regional
commander of the 33rd Air Force
Group Reserve in Bicol. - '

Salceda and other MSAC
members took their oath of effice
last March 9 at Camp Gen. E.
Aguinsldo in Quezon City in front of senior defense officials. Present
during the rites were Gen. Alexander Yano, former AFF chief of staff;
Bai Rohaniza Sumndad-Usman, founder of Teach 1 ‘eace, Build Peace; Marife
Zamora of the Management Association of the Philippines; Alexander

SALCED'A -

_ Lacson of the Institute for Solidarity in Asia; Antonio La Vina of Manila

Observatory; Daniio Concepcion, UP president; Donald Dee of the
Employers’ Confederation of the Philippines; Anisonio Aquino of Makati
Property Ventures, and Maria Ressa, CEO of Rappler Inc.

Aside from policy recommendations to the DN'D, Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorénzana said MSAC encourages partici pation from various
sectors of society to ensure that defense strategi:s are responsive to
the needs of Filipino people. MSAC has four comnvittees — Policy and
Governance, Assessment and Review, Strategic Co. mmunications and
Resources Generation.

A PDTR social media post said “...Salceda’s parti cipation will help
boost Philippine Defense Transformation.” PDTR £028 is the DND's
strategic and longterm organizational and development plan, with clearly
defined direction and set of priorities.

Salceda earlier had pledged to assist in the financial programs of the
AFP. A respected economist, he is senior vice chairmasin of the House
committee on ways and means and vice chairman of the Horuse commiitices
on appropriations, economic affairs, local government and «limate change.
He expressed optimism DND's “initiatives and visions of a globally
standard defense capability would be fully realized with:in the next 10
years.”.
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By Ted Tuvera 1) e undlsclosed guermlacamp. . . program and éonqtlt{utmn'based on

— 8 A 1 According tn the CPP, their second - aocumulated victories ‘and Jessons.and .

‘ Commumst rebels ploved to have _congress 15 the largest g»jhermg eyer elect anew set ufleﬂdﬂ's,” the bPP smd '
¢ merely cuprtalized on fhe govemment's i of c0mmumst leaders from dltierent " 3N 2 COMMUMEGUL,, . 5, weme', '

unilateral ceasafire Presidontdet,lared ¢ pr-gmnsand provmues TR T L5 Whide the government clalms thatr
st July to consohdate foreas after the ¢ - “For the first time in nearly five  the CPP-New People's Army (NPA)

Commauust Party of the Phl]JpmeS 1 decades, key leaders and cadres - forces heavily” declined from 25,000
(CPP) revealed yesterday it hosted'a - representing the Party's' close o 70 ‘members in 1987 tu 4,000 m xecent
first ever general assembly congress that: * thousand members, were assembled {0 years, the rebels l,la,un that they now

i has not done in nearly 50 years man strengdlen the Party‘s, unity, amend its ~ Turn to page 3

e e e = s ==y T A==

bl b e il e e e S,
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1~ The CPP's: as'sembly happened
J| when the’ government’s veasefire
. was still m- force: and also at
{ period when prormnem rebél .
| leaders ‘were recently allowed to
]

" walk:free from jail despite 'multiple : founding chair of the CPP. It-extolled

Lo
fﬁ- 3 :» i

murder charges. -

Among the rankmg l" PP Ieaders
who were released from datentmn
were CPP Central Cummlt tee.
chairman Bemto Tiamzon,

| seeretary general Wilma Ausima-

| Tiamzon and other rarrkmg NPA ;
30 years mn the Netherlands used

regwnm liaders. - :
‘The released rebels wnre

| supposed National Democratic .

Front (NDF) “peace congultants”
 negotiating table with the

mmmumst forces.

leaﬁers o ieati tne ‘rehal’.
movemenz tvo eounter the "10151011

that-most, ofits leaders are most]y
aging veterans - L
= - “The Second Gsngress elem;ed
: the new Central Committee (CC}
‘ amd Political Bureau for a five-year
! term More than half of the newhy:
F tlécted €0 members are from the -
young and nuddle-aged -cadres of -
| the Party, ensuring that the Fa.rty
. leadership will remain vibrant,
tlghtly linked with the lower levels *
of leadership and capable of.
leading ths practical work and day-
to-day tasks of the Party, especially
in waging revolutionary armed
giruggle,” the CPP said g
“The combination of senmr
Party members with the young and
junior Party cadres will ensure the
ideological, political and

! organizativnal training of a new

generation of Party leaders who
will be at the helm of the Party in
‘the coming year,” it added.

" and were expected to be in the . -

g‘OVemment azid not regmupmg"_
- clmming that the government did not

“*“Morcaovet, the UPP sald that ﬁ it
‘hag elected nameless younger ¥

i me page l’ o) Joma hatled

: .~ The GPP also gmim_lmte 16,
' have 70 000 (md-carrymg members '11;5 founder Jose Mana ‘Joma’ Sison

Z natlenwlde ; who. 15 Teported to be sickly and:

hespitalized for a eouple of tlmes

in ihe past few weeks. ., .

" “The Second Congress msolved
to give the highest honurs 1o
Comrade Jose Maria Sisol as

Ke: Joma as a great communist
thinker, leader, ieacher and gude
of the Filipino preoletariat and torch
bearer of the international

communist movement,” the GPP
" statement said, 1

Sison, 78, an eanle for more than

to’ be Pregident Rodmige Duterte's

" college mentor at the Lycenm of

the Philippines. University (LPO); -
The CPP recently said if plans
to Teactivate the unilateral
ceasefire 1t withdrew last Fehruary

live up to its truce commitments.

- Despite  .the -.. CPP
prunnuneement. the Armed Forces
of the Philippimes (AFP) said it will
first await orders. from President
Duterte before stopping operations
against the insurgents -

‘It depends on the President
" We shall await s decision. The
CPP - {New. People’s Army)
declaration for unilateral ceasefire
15 useless if they contmue to extort
money and.burn squipment and
properites,” AFP chief of staff Gen.
Eduardo Afio said

Duterte earlier ordered the

: hftmg uf the government cezsefire
‘last February following fthe series

of unprovoked NPA attacks that
resulted in the death of six soldiers
and abduction of three others.
The CPP added it will support the
forging of a bilateral ceasefire

between the government and the.
National Democratic Front of the

Philippmes (NOFP). The fourth round
of the peace negotiations will resume
on April 2 to 6 in The Netherlands,
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0 wach207 | Whe PWanila Times | ree

TABI;ﬂCMPmbem ofth;bler. Paop]es Anm;(NI'i) Ahie

annedwngdfth" Coramunist Party of the Philippines”

—mﬂuspmmncewereapparmﬂym]entastheymadceu

 their é&thfoundm;,ammrsawon Wednesday - - -

* 't The mﬂitary said there'were no monitor ed activi-

' fes'in fhie atéa related 1o the fommemmanon, af

. leastin ity bmthplace hete - :

P The NPA was. founded by Bemabe *Ka l)ar.m

A BuSrayno s .apas town am Nhach 29; 1969

- *Wehaveanot munitored any significant amvxtv'

! relative fo the commepioration of the insurgency’s

- [foundingl,” a2 “Gerardo Somera of the &rmy’s

. 3rd Mechanized Infantw Banttahun saifl, 3 A

: =+ Spmera, howeves, expressed concein over a mo—.

I testi‘all‘ stageil by at least 30 students of Tarlac N

. tienal High &checﬂ on-Monday, Lepouedlv ’natde

- up by mﬂltant orgamizations AT o ;

| Wearea little wary about, the am'.rltv {demon—

; stlal@n] andwe want to know the real pu.mose Wh}

. they did it " Be told e Mdnria Times -

) bomera calledf .2 cntuajl iAtel- agencv conver-

i gence to mariofizeschingy against CPP-NPA }|ct1V1-

- .ties and 1ts moaihers in the anderground o w0t

| " "We call for concerted efforts among cnnfeme'd‘,=
.organ:zatlons °spec1aIIy school officials. to help -

' t1s maingain peace for ¢l community,” he said.
‘notmy the #mportance: of working hand-n- hand

. 1n keeping spoilers of peace at bay - j

‘The demenstiation. Rowever, auned out to be |
- amove against a domestic issue n the school ac |
~ cotding to @ relable source. i ’

© Presence of mlhtant gloups m the area was ob—
. served, though .

*Yes, we know about that actwm, a mefnber of
the commumist underground, who requested not
to be named for lack of autheaity to speak, said,
withoui elaborating - . . JERRY M, HERNANDEZ
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As peace talks near CPP
tells NPA to recruit fighters

BY VICTOR REYES
AND JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

THE Comnunist Party of the Philip-
piner vesterday directed its armed ving,
the New People’s Army, 1w step up
recruimment of Aghters as it sud NP4
has expanded in rerms of personnel and
STrcrure,

The order, given on the NPA% 4bith
founding anniversary, raised quections
abour the communist group’ sincerity
In neyouaung peace with government,
as 1t ¥ as 1ssued also just days before the
Tesumption or formal peace malisc,

“This (directive; 15 2 sad development,
granting this is ruly their real intent,”
said Brig. Gen. Resttute Pxdilla. Armed
Forces spokesman. “Whyt Becaune it is

an indicaton of an expansion program
thar ironically runs counter 1o the essence
of tie ongoing peace ralks. Iz also belies
the real intent of the group... that they
really do not desire a Jong, just and lasting
peace for the country” ‘

Peac: advisar Jesus Durcza shrugged
off the CPP’s claim abour the increased
NPA smrength bur did not comment on
the recruitment directive.,

“Peace negotiations are not about
strengrh of zozces. It's all about bringing
sustamnable peace.” he said.

Asked if the Jarest CPP pronounce-
mznts would affect the peace taiks set for
Aprl 210 6 in the Nethedands Dureza
said he would not speculate. He, however,
said; that az a negotator, he has to remain
opumisuc about the peace negotatons.

Dureza said he is in London atend-
ing : forum about the Colombia pezce
process, and wil! proceed o Noordhwik
for the ralks.

President Duterte scrapped the peace
negotiztions in February folloving
ambuscades by the NPA, it lifting
of its unilzteral ceasefire, and the Na-
tionz] Democratic Front’s insistence
that Duterte release hundreds of alleged
political prisoners before 2 final peace
agreement it signed.

Successful back-channel tlks earl- this
month led to the agreement to resume
the talks.

The communist group has said it will
reinstate its ceasehre “before March 31.7

The President, during the People’s
Day in Socorro rovn in Oriental Mind-

oro yesterday, reirerated he would gras
amnesty to communist rebels which wi
cover the reizase of polidcz] prisoner
recommended by the CPP-NPA-NDF, i
he has concurrence from Congress an
after a final peace agreement is sirmed.

Duterte remains hopeful a peac '
agreement vill be signed within hiz tern
s president. He said as president, ivis hi
dury tv pursue peace and nor o wag
wer.with Filipinos bus his governmen
is preparea to fight it out.

The CPP, in it anniverszrv message
said irs Central Committec has issuec
several “tasks” or directves to the NPA
including the acceleranon of the recruit-
ment and launching of “extensive and

See AS PEACE » Page B2
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AS PEACE

intensive guerrilla warfare.”

“Accelerate-the recruitment of

armed personnel in all regions
across the entire archipelago.
Recruit large numbers from the
educated youth and working class
to become cadres and political of-
ficers in the New People’s Army,”
it said.
. “Increase several times over the
number of people’s militia units
in all barrios where there are party
branches, and build local guetilla
units at the municipal or section
levels where there are Party section
committees,” it also said.

Citing assessments during the
CPIs second congress held from
October 24 to November 7 last
year, the CPP boasted it has noted
a “substantial uptick in the number

of Red fighters since mid-2016.”

Military estimates placed ihe
NPA strength at about 4,000 men,
mostly in Northern Mindanao and
Davao region, though officials
recently admitted that the numbet
may have increased due to rebel
tecruitment, taking advantage of
the government’s unilateral truce
declared in August last year. -

The CPP also said the NPA
should frustrate Oplan Kapayapaan
— the military’s new blueprintin win-
ning the peace. The campaign plan
was launched last January, replacing
“Opian Bayanihan” of the previous
administration,

“Punish the fascist and criminal
perpetrators of extrajudicial kill-
ings, illegal arrests and detentions,
zeria] bombardments, shelling,
forcible evacuations and hamlet-
ting, occupation of schools, ba-

rangay halls, day care centers and
othet civiliah structures,” it said.

The CPP also said President
Duterte’s protises “have yet to be
translated into fitm policy, much
less actual change and motmen-
tum” after eight months in power.

“The Filipino people are becom-
ing increasingly restive over the
unfulfilled promises of Duterte.
They demand national sovereignty,
national industrialization, genuine
land reform, an end to bureancratic
corruption and widespread poverty
and oppression,” it said.

CLASSROOM BURNED

NPA rebels burned a classroom,
2 faculty room and a library in
Valencia City in Bukidnon after
teachers refused to give in to its
extortion demand.

1Lt. Erwin Bugarin, civil military
operations officer of the Army's
8th Infantry Battalion, said a group
of rebels arrived at the school in
Barangay Concepcion last Sunday
and demanded a share of funds.
for the feeding program for pupils.

“The teachers refused to give
in to their demands so the NPA
resorted to such terroristic acts.
Without considering the effects
of theit actionis to the civilian
populace especially the students
of the said school, the armed
group burned a faculty room, one
classroom and one library in the
process,” said Bugarin,

“It is very evident that the NPA
exempts no one in their extortion
activities not even the schools
which are essential in providing
education for our conntry’s fu-
ture,” the official also said.

55 Local: 5285, 5205
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Redsgo foryoung blood; younger cadres take over '

attcndmg dele gates——thet?lﬂt s'mce
- the revolutionary organtzation was
founded by reatfirmsts led bv 1tSj
founder Jose Matia Stson.
‘Wﬁh 60 _perc.qnt gf the uelegatus

By John Paolo Benato

YOUNG]E‘R uadres took over

fhe 1e 1 \.fh.p of the' Cam]:nwnst

“raore tllan 120 atfendmg and nun- -

1 commrttce ‘as fhu reheIs
i wmg, the ,New P-"oples Amay

Reds...
FromAl -

of leadership and capable of
leadmmg the -practical werk
and day-to-day tasks of the
Party; especially in waging
Tevolutionary .armed struggle

.- against the reac’nona:y state,”
_the CPP said -

“The combination of senior *

l Pany members with the young

celebwted its 48th anmversary on .
Wednebday TR
The CPP 1 a communiqus saui ;

Standard

DEFINING THE KNEWS

" and junior Party cadres will

ensure fhe ideological, political

‘and orgmuzatlonalﬂmnmgofa i
new generation of Party lead-

ers who will be at the helm of
the Party 1n the coming years.”
* Tn Dayao City, .an’ official

gaud the oify government will

establish a Specialized Cafin

Active Auxiliary or SCAA that
- wilt.secure the outskirts of the.

¢ity to answer the call of Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte to stop

-memsurgencymDavao

- Public Safety and Secun&
Command Center chisf Benito

de Leon said three compatiies”
or 360 SCAA will be de--
played for additional secl.inty
"'in the entire Davao City. -
“This 18 to-answer the.call of

Prs_xdmtDmemm gve priority
to the msurgency here in the re-

gion Fe required us fo puta stop.

1t De Leon said.
Duterte on Wednesday said

Al

Page:

" the unilateral ceasefire be-

tween the commtmists and the
government broke downdue to
a “misunderstanding” between
government negotiators and
thetop.guns.of the CPP. ~
““You see, we are talking
with the NPA’s, theré’s no
more-killings, but they had a
misunderstanding with [Jesus]
Dureza, Bebot [Bello] and the
others™ ‘Duterte said. With F.
Pearl A. Gajunera

comrmttee membem are ﬁnm 1]:1&:
young and rmddle-aged cadres of
the party, the oommumqué sad -
.+ “[Thig is] ensurng that the Par-
ty leadenslp will reméin vibrant,
4i 45 fo 59-years old, mere than Mghﬁy h:ikedmth the lower fevels

hal:[" ot the newlv elected canua]j. = . Next page
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":1!; HENew PeoplesArmy (NPA)_.

+ hasbeen ordered by its poliri-
B o cal wing to ‘mtﬂﬂsﬁ'y and ac-
' rﬂlerate 1ts war against the govern-

ment, noting President Dutertehas ' -
vet to deliver Lis prormsed changn e
i cease-fire foritefighter sin prepara-
- tion for the talks, but Duterte said
*" it may ot be reciprocated by the

after eight months m office, .-+
- The order was issued by the -
Cnmmumst Party of the Philp-

pines (CPP) to the NPA on thelat- .
e wr:[tmg with its parameters

ter's48th anmiversary on Wednes- -

day. It came 1n the aftermath-of "
a'statement by the CPP aboutts -

plan te declare a cease- fxre atthe -
. are’ becommgmcreasmglyresuve

“Carry gut extensive and ia- . over the unfulfilled promises of

tenqwe guerriiia warfars on an *
' sovereignty,industralization gen-

R u

pnd of this mopth. sy

ever-wideninganddeepeningmass -

base and toward developing full-

scale guerrilla warfare,” the CPP,

through its central comm1t’cee, or- -

dered the rebels.

. “Accelerate the recrultmenr of
v terte admm;stratmmntalka and

armed personuel m all regions

. across the entire archipelago. Re- =+
crust large numbers from the =du- .
cated youth and working class to .-

become cadres and political officers
in the New People’s Army,” 1t said

The CPP also ordered the
rebels tu increase their fight-
ers 1 villages and build guer-
rilla units in the municipallevel,
while expanding, consolidating
and buildingnew guerrilla fronts
around the country.

<4 % - E
" dIG‘ E:Et to IE&UJ'HE pEﬂ.CE tal

* The é:gvei'ﬁ;ﬂ}ent and thie rebels,

: through the, Na'tlonal Democratic

Netherlands next week Negotm—
tions wouldfocusonsacio economic
reforms and, poss:blv, even a olla.t-
eral cease-fire” "o

. The CPP sawd 1t will declare a

govern‘ment unless 1t 18 I*ut mnto

- ‘Hesaidthe renelsmust stop then
attdrks and collect:ng tasies 1
- The CPPclaimed Filiping people

Duterte as tneyaemand nanonai

uineland reform, anend tobureau-
cratic ..orruptmn and w1despreaﬂ
poverty and oppression ™

. It said that, while the rébels
ate willing to engagé the Du-

forge 4 peace agteement they
are alsc awaré of the dangers

Lty pac1f1cai.10n. especially as a

result of a prolonged cease-fire

- without substantial gains foz

the Filipio pecple”
Meanwhile, the mllxtary,
through its spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilla. has warned sol-
diers to be on alert against any
possible attacks by the zebels in
marking ther anniversary
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Dalaga
dinuket
‘ng NPR

- Grabeng ffavma at ta~
kot ang uararamdyman .
ngayon ag 18Ang 24-an-
yos na dalaga . metd-
ros 1teng pakawalan ng
mga ‘dumukot ne mgs
mryeinbre ng’ rebeldeng
grupong New - People’s
Army (NPA) kamakala-
wa ng hapon sa bayan ng
Lagonoy, Camarines Sur,

. Dakong alas-singko
ng hapon nang pabalikin
ng mga rebelde sa kan--
yang pamilya sa Baran-
gay Bocagan ng nabang-
oit aa bayan ang hikti-
mang si “Gladece! Gar
doce, 24, napagalaman
.na kapatid ng 1s8ng sun-
dalo apg dalaga; -

- Navna dite; pmaspk’
ng tinatayang 15 1ehel-

de ang bahay ng pamilya
Gardece at hmnalagheg:
1*0 at'ng walang makuhe
ay sapilitang 1sinama ang :
dalagang biktiua. - o

- - Ayon naman sa dala-
ga, wala naman umanong
ginawang masama sa
kanya. (Edwin Balasa)
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Anc NANGUNGUNANC Pasavaganc Tataios sa Bansa  P'B.OD

Nllmawk‘ahapon ng Armed

. Forces of the Philippines (AFF)
'naz-walang kasapi ng New .

People’s Army (NPA)ang namo-
moniter ng militar sa Mehio
Ma.nilﬂ. i Sy = 4l B

Ginah eaman ni AFP Public
_ Affairs Office (PAQ) Chief Col
“Edg&‘rd’Aféva‘lq' na hatay sa . ..
'nakuha nilang iMpot masy ok,
ang inga nagsagawa ng kiles—
‘prutesta sa FDSA nitong Tunes -
‘av-riagpanggap na mgs rebelde. .
) : er ° ng gobyerna 3a Commumnist -
+ Party of the Phlippies-National -,

‘ar mga bayarang sympathizer
Jlamang ng kilusan .- -

Kahapos,. _n:agkasajrm ang
mga tagasuporta at kasapi ng

NPA ng 1lang biglaang lightning ]
‘rally =a Davao City kaugnay - - e

: pa;_ rin ng 1ka-48 arqbefeﬁrfb_ ng

kudusad. " oo s ol =
*Malaya namang nakapagdaos
ng protesta ang-mga nakasuot
ng pula at may takip ng mukha
sa Quirine Avenue sa Davao

* City, bagamat nagdulot ito ng

pagsisikipng traptko. .- "
54 1sang pahayag, umapela
ang NPA sa publiko na lumahok
sa kanilarg rebelyom ilang
araw bago ang pagpapatuloy
ng tisapang pangkapayapaan

Democratic Front (CPP-NDF) s2.°

Oslo, Norwaysa Abril 2, "~ ==
iU Fer Taboy o

' at Yas Ocampo

"GP Page. L

e :
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‘}ta:[f en Bdua:do aﬁog _ tugon sa lba ubang secu- - tado giaman ang tropa ng.
Tapanbﬂangmgaobserver .
- Nagdulot-ng paghalito-
ang fleunang pa"hayag
nuong 15aig “taon. ni.
' Pangulong Rodfigo. Du-’.
" terte sa:pagkoniratito Fa--
¢ US kavginakalang 1 panang
o)t muitary exercises SE
“pagitan hytropang Kano at
Pmoy ay kanselado narin
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i - ' ‘SEIZED. Amied Forces Chief of $taff Gen. Eduardo
*. Ao (second from right) Inspects during lils first
- command visit o the Southem Luzon Comniand

. headquarters in‘Lucena City the huhdreds ofl:iigh- |
- . poweredfirearms, includingmachine gins, sejzed by

- .| troopers from New People’s Army {NPA), rebels in -
" Southern:Luzon. Also in photo are (from left) Sth-
- Infantry Divisfoh .commander Maj. Ger. Manalito

. Orense, 903:st Infantry Brigade commander B/Gen:
. Claudlo Yucoy, 2nd: Infantry Division commander

"< Maj.Gen.Rhoderick Parayno ahd SolComco 3

" ‘erLt. Gen. Ferdinand Quidfila. g Bl oS o o

' e T Phote by Gemit Formaran,
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http://www.philstar.com/

Air Force receives 2 more fighter jets from
Korea

(philstar.com) | Updated Mareh 28, 2017 - 2:37pm

o -

The first two FA-S0PH jet fighters make their way to the Philippines from South Korea. KAl/Released

MANILA, Philippines — Two more FA-50PH fighter jets from South Korea arrived in the Philippines on
Wednesday.

The fourth batch of planes, which arrived on Wednesday, brings its total number of fighter jets to eight.
The Philippine Air Force (PAF) received the new air assets, with tail numbers 007 and 008, at the Haribon

Hangar, Air Force City at Clark Air Base in Pampanga.

The two jets are part of the 12 supersonic trainers bought for P18.9 billion in 2014 by the Aquino administration
from South Korean defense contractor Korea Aerospace Industries (KA, under the military's modernization

program.

The first batch of fighter jets arrived in November 2015, which marked the symbotic return of the PAF to the
supersonic age. Supersonic refers to aircraft capability of flying faster than sound or 750 miles per hour.
The rest of the jets are scheduled to be delivered in September.

“We expect the delivery of the jets to be completed within the year,” said PAF chief Lt. Gen. Edgar Fallorina on
Tuesday.

The arrival of the aircraft is expected to further strengthen the fighting and defense capabilities of the PAF, —
with report from Michael Punongbayan
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NPA, walang dapat ipagmayabang na tagumpay —
AFP

Pusied By. Bambo Radyo Cded

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY — Wala umanong dapat na ipagdiriwang na anumang tagumpay ang Communist
Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army-National Democratic Front (CPP-NPA-NDF) nitong araw.

Ito ay mayroong kaugnayan nang paggunita ng Komunistang grupo ng kanilang ika-48 na anibersaryo.

Sa panayam ng Bombo Radyo, inihayag ni AFP spokesperson Brig/Gen Restituto Padilla Jr na simula nang
mabuo ang grupo ng mga rebelde ay wala itong naidudulot na kabutihan para sa sambayanan.

Sinahi ni Padilla na habang tumagal umano ay |along lumilinaw para sa publiko kung sino ang tunay na
nagbibigay ng matapat na serbisyo at ito ay walang iba ang Hukbong Sandatahang Lakas ng Pilipinas.

Tiniyak rin ng opisyal na susupilin ang lahat ng mga gagawing panggugule ng mga rebelde kabhit ang buhay pa
nila ang maibubuwis dito.

hitp.//bomboradyo.com/

AFP walang namomonitor na NPA members
sa Metro Manila

Posted By: Analy Soberano

AFP Public Affairs Office (PAQ) chief Marine Col. Edgard Arevalo | Photo @ scocpsnest.com

Nilinaw ngayon ng pamunuan ng Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) na walang miyembro ng New Peoples

Army (NPA) ang namomonitor sa kalakhang Maynila.
ito’y kasunod sa ginawang kilos protesta ng ilang mga miyembro umano ng NPA sa Quezon City kamakaifan

kung saan bahagi umano ito sa paggunita ng anibersaryo ng komunistang grupo.
Ibinunyag ng isang intelligence official na ang mga nagsagawa ng protesta kamakailan ay mga miyembro
umano ng “legal fronts” ng communist party na nagpapanggap na mga miyembro ng NPA.

Siniguro ng militar na walang NPA members ang namonitor sa Metro Maniia.
Samantala, ayon naman kay AFP Public Affairs Office (PAQ) chief Col. Edgard Arevalo na batay sa kanilang

impormasyon na ang mga nagsagawa ng kilos protesta na nagpanggap na mga
miyembro ng NPA ay mga bayaran na mga sympathizers at supporters ng rebeldeng grupo.
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CPP announces leadership change as NPA
marks 48th anniversary

From Rappler (Mar 28}

The Communist Party of the Philippines says it has elected young leaders to its central committee as it aims fo tomplete victory'

| SErarar S T

GUERRILLAS IN THE METRO. Communist rebels stage a rally on March 27, 2017, in Quezon Cily, befors their March 29 founding anniversaiy.
FPhotoby Remeo Mariano/Rappler

The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) on Wednesday, March 29, marked the 48th anniversary of its
armed wing New People's Army (NPA) by announcing the election of a new set of young members to its

central committee.
The announcement came as the guerrilias and the Duterte administration revive a stalled peace process that

began last year.
In a communique, the CPP disclosed that it held its historic Second Party Congress from October 24 to
November 7, 2016, the first national party congress that Asia's longest-running insurgent movement held in 5

decades.
The national congress is the highest policy-making body of the party. In between sessions of the congress, it's

the CC that crafts policies and implements party decisions.
In the guerrillas’ congress last year, the CPP amended its constitution to guarantee the participation of younger

members to the CC.

"More than half of the newly-elected CC members are from the young and middle-aged cadres of the Party,
ensuring that the Party leadership will remain vibrant, tightly linked with the lower levels of leadership and
capable of ieading the practical work and day-to-day tasks of the Party, especiaily in waging revoiutionary
armed struggle against the reactionary state,” the CPP said.

Up to 120 leaders participated in the historic gathering, the paity said. "Of those who attended, around 30%
were above 60 years old, while around 80% were in the 45-59 years age bracket, while 15% were 44 years
and younger. The oldest delegate was 70 years old. The youngest delegate was 33 years old," the statement
added.

The amendments also aliowed "members of foreign fraternal parties" and paved the way for the retirement of
CC members older than 70 but who will retain party membership and continue to enjoy financial support from
the CPP.

"The Party program reaffirms the necessity of waging armed revolution in order to counter the armed violence
employed by the US imperialists and the local reactionary ruling classes and end the oppressive and
exploitative semicoloniai and semifeudal system,” the CPP said.

"Drawing lessons from the Party's rich history, the Second Congress presented a clearer picture of the strategy
and tactics for taking advantage of the insoluble and worsening crisis of the world capitalist system, the
strategic decline of US imperialism and the chronic crisis of the domestic ruling system in order to advance the

protracted people's war towards complete victory,” the CPP added.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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Peace under Duterte?

The statement made no mention of the ongoing peace talks with the Duterte administration, The gathering last
year was held just after the 2nd round of peace negotiatons in Norway between the government and the
National Democratic Front (NDF) that represents the rebels in the talks.

Separate unilateral ceasefires were in place at the time, but the CPP claimed the military kept on attacking its
guerrillas.

The first firefight to break the ceasefire between the military and the NPA would happen in January 2017 while
the peace panels were holding the 3rd round of talks in Rome.

The CPP claims to have close to 70,000 members nationwide, mostly from Mindanao.

The military scoffed at this, saying the guerrilias have been reduced to banditry and extortion. Military
estimates show the NPA has 4,000 armed combatants.

"Given the serious degradation of the strength and following of the NPA, we deem it no longer a force to
reckon with compared to the 1970s and 1980s," said the military's public affairs chief, Colonel Edgard Arevalo.

The CPP disagrees, saying its second congress "is a testimony both of the accumulated strength and capacity
as well as determination to assemble a big number of cadres. It underscores as well the inability of the

reactionary state to destroy the armed revolutionary movement.”

At its peak in the mid-1980s, the CPP had 25,000 armed reguiars, according to the military. The movement
suffered a bitter ideclogical split in the 1990s that caused the formation of breakaway rebel groups and a

subsequent decline in rebel influence in major areas.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

30



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www, retiredanalyst.biogspot.com

Agri chief slams communists’ revolutionary tax

From ABS-CBN

=

Suspected communist rebels torched a mini tanker fruck in Misamis Griental earfier this month. Greanne Mendoza, ABS-CBN News

Revolutionary taxes imposed by communist rebels in rural areas have led to the closure of operations of
several agricultural companies in the countryside, Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Pifiol said Wednesday.

"The New People's Army (NPA) are on a rampage extorting money from poor farmers, small businessmen and
burning and destroying equipment and properties of big agricultural corporations who refuse to pay the
revolutionary tax,” Fifiol said in a statement.

[n a span of a month, banana and pineapple companies operating in Mindanao have reported at least "nine
attacks which resulted in the death of seven soldiers and two suspected NPA members and the destruction of

hundreds of millions worth of equipment,” Pifiol said.

"In August last year, Dole Stanfilco was forced to close down its operations in Tagbina, Surigao del Sur which
employed about 1,500 poor workers after a series of attacks by the NPAs," he said.

Even poor farmers were not spared from the unlawful taxation as small rubber farmers in North Cotabato were
charged by the communists with a monthly payment of P3 for every rubber tree they own.

“That if a farmer has a one-hectare area with 500 trees, he has to pay P1,500 every month,” Pifiol said.

The agriculture chief said he is scheduled to take up the matter to President Rodrigo Duterte Wednesday.

The halt to the collection of revolutionary taxes was one of the conditions set by Duterte weeks before the
government resumes talks with the communist rebels.

The Reds, however, were firm that they would not stop coliecting revoiutionary taxes despite the president's
directive.
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