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" ¢istant interior secretary for ex' .

_ternal and legislative affairs. -

' Echiverri said the drug reha—
bilitation center was 50 hig’ put
‘hardly anyone was usmg it.UTEs .

* ' notbeing used and we're spendm
ing so much- for the mamt
nance” '

He spoke at the launchmg ot
a project by the Bureau of jail
Management -and _Penology
{BJMP) and International’ Corh:
mittee of the Red Ctoss'to de-
congest the country’s jails. -
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inmates, adding that the bureatt
had around 13, 0060 personnel E T
'. . “This is the second notable -

increase in our jail populataon

“The first one was it 2002, when -
‘the ‘Comprehensive’ Dangerous '
DrugsActwas passed Iral sald '

A Lhmese reai'estate mag-
nate ‘Huang Rulun, donated the
. funds for the ‘Comstruction” of
i“the center but the Department
Cof }usmce (DOJ) is" spendmg

? g ; money to maintainit” o
You can t force someone : to go there e ere are & lot of DOJ per-

: . (Nueva Ecua drug rehab:lstatlon center) sonnel there so what will they
_ The 10-hectare rehabxhta- , i e “do there? They have -n'o'thing to
“tion. center in Nueva Ec1}a has : because lt 5 VO untary

: S do while waiting (for more’ pa—
-currenr capacity "of “2,000° 10 _- ' These are not pr:soners. A tients),” he said.
"3,000" patients betause itsiwes o T The center was supposed to
maining buildings are stzllbemg" o accommodate a portion of the
constructed, Echiverri said. R Rlcojudge }am;ger M Echwern 1.2 million drug users who'have
©"Ne are dismayed beécause : . DHG asmstant secretary T turned themselives in under the
the governmert is spending so -

Philippine - National Police’s
much and yet nobody’s patron-

Stlll under constructmn

“Oplan Tokhang.”

LG - Emai s0d: Ga0RpE.EImY 2[,"2(6193‘;3“‘5&}?‘: —Te ne (B2 845 LOERE | pral B2 £28%

e

OFFICE OF THE LRNY OHIEF PUBLIT A

Vil DTG SEdnnl e e i,

STy Lt Bt :t"\’i:'ig-\x%:




= oo ce O nalitaig IdE

Ay TSN 5

22 Al t)ne t' go there 'because ir's vol— il.com - Tal no. {021 645-8558 Local: 5285, 5285

teiry'_ hese are.not prison-;

{j OEFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC A

:He sa1d that if. international
standards were to be followed,
there should be only one mmate
per 4.7 square meters, s Fo

~ "8o,if it’s 1,000- percent con- b
gested, you add 10 inmates. In- |
stend ofjustonme inmate, you !

-have 1l sharing that space n heﬁ

- added. ;
~ Iral-said that in soine e:1ty A i
jails,-like ‘Quezon City Jail, the;
congestion rate had reached
3,000 percent. - - . .

He said the countrys tntal
jail population was more thang;

- 200,000, with the BJMP having ! #
nearly 140,000 inmates, provin- !
cial jails around 40,000, and the ¢ :
Bureau of Corrections about~
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iR Bacoiod C1ty during Pressdenta:'_
Duterte’s visit. Binag r tﬁartedly i
siapped Vicencio during the fight
It was reportedly the quarrel.
between the two women that fueled.
_the animosity thween AIvarez and
Flotrendo.- @i
. Alvarez suspected Flon'endo of‘
workmg for his ouster as Speaker
and his replacement by former
president and now Pampanga Rep.
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. Alvérez,
for his part, has filed a case with the
Office of the Ombudsman agamst
Flozrendo for poss1ble irregularity in
“Turnto Page 9
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On' concerns that hm spat

with Floirendo would some-

how affect the impeachment

complaints against President ..
_ Duterte and: Vice President

Leni Robredo, Alvarez stressed
such scenario isnot likely. -
- “Masyadong malayo. Hind:

zto aligned, at walang kingla-. i
-'jfa’cher and. Floirendo would .
*eventually patch thingsup. -
_“Adults that they are, we
expec’c the parties concerned to -
.address the factial issues head -
- on. After all, in public service -
public interest is paramount
and goes beyond the deepest
“bonds of frxendslup, Paola,
a lawyer, said in a statement.

man ttong issiie ng Tadeco sa
itnpeachment (Too farfetched,

not aligned, this Tadeco is- -
sue has nothing to do with'
the 1mpeachment) ” Alvarez

naintained.

In wanting Flozrendo and :

Tadeco investigated, Alvarez
said the government stands to
lose an estimated P25 billion
from the lopsided joint venture
agreement between the firm

b

]uveruie, ‘Pacla' maintamed.
oM Weprefer to keéep our
: personai lives private despite
" my father; Speaker Bebot, and
I being in public service and
we intend to leave it that way,” .
“We Hope.
~Ms, Binag will. respect that -
- and stop ciraggmg us into her :
-_'.personal issues.”

she pointed out.

‘She expressed- ﬁope her

-~ Jess Diaz, Edlth Re-
galado ‘
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Suawan ‘training ground’ for NPA rebels? Army thinks so
From Mindanac Times (Mar 30): Suawan 'training ground’ for NPA rebels? Army thinks so

THE MILITARY vesterday said Barangay Suawan of Marilog District, where a recent clash between
troops of the 3rd infantry Battalion and the New People’s Army occurred. might possibly be used as

trammq ground for communist rebeis

Speakzng in yesterday s AFP-PNP press conference held at Royal Mandaya hote! Lt Cof Raymund Dante
Lachica, commander of 3rd 1B, said they already cleared the area before of the presence of the rebels,

but the group seems hent on taking it back.
arindication that they are:conducting training or there was

“From the recovered items, itis a clear indication that they are conducting training or. _
previous fraining,” he said. “It's also indicated in the recovered documents and there were gadgets

and paraphernaiia found in'the area’

Troopers encountered rebels under alias Ka Aldrin of the NPA’s Southern Mindanao Regionai
Committee on Saturday arcund 5:30 p.m. They were patrolling the area when they chanced upon

around 30 fully armed men at Sitio Bia-ong.

While conducting clearing operation at the encounter site, soldiers recovered 15 backpacks, 10
blasting caps. meters electrical wires, 2 magazine for M16 rifie, two pieces magazines of AK47 rifie, 50

rounds of assorted live ammunitions and subversive documents,

Around 800 families left the area foliowing the encounter, but they have since moved back info their homes.

Lachica said they are still monitoring the whereabouis of the group after they dispersed and "merged with the
communities in the area.”

He aiso claimed receiving reports from residents about two rebels kilied and eight wounded who were
all brought somewhere in Arakan, North Cotabato. “Right now we are frving to get their identification,”

he said.
He also said that the evacuation in the area is a way 1o divert their attention to focus on the evacuees instead
of the military operations.

Meanwhile, Lachica said the NPA must be taking advantage of the evacuation of residents to confuse the
chasing soldiers and make their escape. He said there were evacuees from Barangay Salaysay when there
was no recorded skirmish there. People were told to go back but were prevented by the barangay captain who

told them there were soldiers in his area.

“He (barangay captain) may be pressured by the other side to shift our focus on evacuation instead of
operation,” he said.

The Amy's 3rd infantry Battalion recovered on Sunday a bodyv of a man. believed {o be a member of the
New Pezopie’s Army (NPA), while conducting clearing operation at the encounter site in Barangay

Suawan, Marilog District.
Meanwhile, the 800 families who reportedly evacuated after the encounter already went back to their homes.

http://mindanaoctimes. net/suawan-training-ground-for-npa-rebels-army-thinks-sof
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ing,” accordmg toher - ments ofTask;Croup Panther and'_

and a Kalashmkav nﬂe from . ; ]
Ham)a 's group; believed to have - ‘Hamja'is bemg 1ntezrogated __personnel of the Omar Munlrlpali ':thearea havetakenp ace: :mﬂxtarv
operations were directed at -identi--

" links to the Abu Sayyaf.Group - in Sulu but it was not immedi- . Police Station” conducted the op-~
{ASG), which };ad_ pledged al- _-ﬁtElV known whether his group_eration against Hamja, who has a- - fied lairs of the lawless groups.. -
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o again e .
e last Wednesday when ﬁred
upon by thie armed men in Bamn
- gay Capual.:
“Petinglay’ sazd 20 ﬁllly—armed'
followers -including Hamja en-
©gaged the povernment troops for
- several mimites of gunbattle.
- .. Hamja; was ~cornered . and
- '_surrendered ‘While his men es-
- caped to different directions.
Florante Solmeﬂn i
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N\agda!o cites Benham

By Maricel V. Cruz
and John Paolo Bencito

THE Magdaio party-list group,
on Thursday filed a supplemental
impeachment complairit against
President Rodrigo Duterte Tor his
alleged failure to assert the coun-
try’s exclusive sovereign rights to
Benham Rise.

| - wa preparing 10 build eithcr an environmientel

somionn station o8 radaf Safon o 8 n-
of aslands

cluding Scarborough Shodl,

Aoincerment that he could . make him accountable for

polsterimpeach bid ..

The group’s representative in
Congress. Gary Alejana. said
Diuterte. through his actions and
pronouncements. had continued
to ignore fhe country’s national
interests and refused 1o act on ur-
gent security maflers brought on
by China's activities in the West
Philippine Sea and Benham Rise.

Next page

not andwozﬁdnotstop fmmbm} g

it fust shows thet he is o
this country, and through the impeach- .
rient  process. we hope that. we " could
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AFP: More NPA |

- ﬁghters to mean
more violence

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Armed Forces yesterday
questioned the sincerity of the Com-
mugist Party of the Philippines in
negotiating a peace agreement with
govetnment with its ordér for its
armed wing, the New People’s Army,
to Intensify recruitnent efforts.
AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Res-
tituto Padilla said the CPP-Centra)
Committée directive, which was
made on the NPA’ celebration of
its 48th foundation anniversary
Iast Wednesday, would only mean
mote violence, _
“Why would they do that when
we (government and communist
group) are talking with the goal

of achieving peace? There will be

more violence if they would have
moze armed fighters” Padilla told 2
press bncﬁng in Camp Aguinaldo,

See AFP > Page B2

The Natmnaf Newspaper

AFP

Page: JL

“Dar. app'eal {m the government

“Tand ‘military) 8 for thém to IﬂY.“

down theit arms and pussue peace-
ful talls. So that won’t happen if
there is going & be more armed
(NPA fighters),” he added.

The government and commu-
nist panels are set to meet in the

! Nethetlands,.on April 2 to 6 for
vithe fourth und of formal talks,

[ _;'Theyarc engag-
= negotiations yet
ontrary to what

. they are: saymg "I'h:s isa question

of their $tncent .
thel - Padﬂla said the
military remams snppomvc of the
peace process.

President Duterte- suspended
the talks Iast month because of
the NPAs atticks on military and
civilian targets despite the ceasefire
it declared last August in prepara-
tion for the resumption of peace
negotiations. The two sides agreed
to tesume negotiations eatly this
month aftet back-channel talks.

NPA tebels taided 2 DOLE ba-
nana plantation i1 General Santos
City yesterday morning and burned
a storage facility and 2 container van,

Three days earlier, the NPA
aiso attacked 2 DOLE plantation
in Compostela Valiey and burned
three container vans,

The motive is “the usual extor-

~ tion,” said Capt. Rhyan Batchar,

public affairs officer of the Army’s
16th Infantry Division.

In the Jatest incident, Batchar said
the NPA arrived at the plantation in
Sitio Pao-pao, Barangay Sinawal at
around 5 a.m. aboard two Eif trucks.

“They (DOLE) have security
guards but they were overpow-
ered,” said Batchar. He said the
rebels then proceeded to burn the
plantation’s stotage facility and an
unmanned container van.

I Davao Occidental last Sunday,
eight members of the NPA Militia
ng Bayan surrendered to roops of
the 73rd Infaniry Battalion.

Batchar said one of the eightis a
minot -- a 17-year-old he identified
only as Richell.

“During the course of interview,

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - they all said that hardships and fear

Army Core F

promped them to retura to the folds
of the law"” said Batchar of the eight.
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NPA guerri
" Guzman Command:in Barangay: 0
Biali in’ Bulalacad town; 250 i ol g
iems southeast of the capital city. * - Valencia City recently mright | e
v The NPAs were reported fo have  the handiwork of the NPA vontrary -
sslﬁ“eredfourcmualbes, either kifled - 10 the allegation of the military;
: Drwmmdeddunngﬂle firefight - AC 1 Viary. '
hile tsvo cnlisted Atmy men were  Subayco, |
- wounded: in" action, Col. Antonio - school secretary ‘of :Concepeion -
* pattade, commanding officer of the  National High  School in
- 203rd Infanitry. Brigade, of the PA’'s . Barangay C ncepoion, fhe cause .
: ils * of the firé was due fo “electrical

29 deademic head and

2nd Infantry Division, fold Man 4

Stapdard. e “short cireuit.” ang a Bureau
. The." povernment -casualties: “of Fire Protection repott. :;

“were . evacuated. by ani Army With Robert Evaroa, Lance

e e ety Blacan Baconguls andJessica Bacud
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The Wlanila Times

“tee gave the 'followmg fasks 10 its

- armed. wing in ﬁlﬁlimem of the_f_
recrmtment drwe o

e carry ouL extensive and mten- ;

*give guemlfa warfare on an ever - -

. widening scale. and deepening’

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF P

Army Cc

e accelerate the recruument éf

atmed personnel in all regions .
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ONLINE NEWS
81 MARCH 2017

PH Air Force receives 2 more fighter jets from South Korea

“From ABS-CBN.(Mar.29): PH Air Force receives 2. more fighter jets from South Korea

Two more FA-50 jets arrived in the Philippines from South Korea. Photos courtesy of Defense Press Corps.

The Philippine Air Force on Wednesday received another pair of FA-50 lead-in fighter trainer jets from
South Korea, bringing the fotal of FA-50 jets to 8, -

The jets with tail numbers 007 and 008 arrived in Clark Air Base, acquired to bolster Philippines’
territorial defense. The first pair was delfivered in 2013, at the height of the Philippines’ maritime dispute with

China.

Philippines has so far purchased 12 FA-50s, the next two pairs expected to arrive in the next few

months,

The jets are the most sophisticated aircraft in the Philippine Air Force, with their arrival ushering the
Philippines' return to the supersonic age.

They were often showcased in events of the Armed Forces through high-speed passes overhead that was

meant to impress the crowds.
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Two more FA-50 jets arrived in the Philippines from South Korea. Photos courtesy of Defense Press Corps.

However, they were removed from the spotlight during the start of the Duterte adminisiration, after Dulerte said
he found the jets 1o be a waste of money, and only good for parades.

They were not fiown even during the Air Force's own anniversary in 2016, where it was President Duterte's first

time as guest of honor,

The FA-50s, however, soon found its use under the Duterte government, which has chosen to reshift the
nation's focus from territorial defense back to insurgency and internal security.

The FA-50s have recently joined other air assets in conducting airstrikes against terror groups like the Abu
Sayyaf in Sulu, and the Maute Group in Lanao del Sur.

In recent weeks, the Air Force has announced a return of the high-speed passes. The FA-50s flew over the

Visayas and Mindanao.

http://news.abs-cbn.com/news/03/28/1 7ioh-air-force-receives-2-more-fighter-jets-from-south-korea
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