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While the Armed Forces usu-
afly measures the results of its
campaign on the number of enemy
casualties, which is not necessarily
the yardstick for the overall suc-
cess of any operation, the deaths
of ASG subleaders Muamayr Askali
alias Abu Rami and Alhabsy Mi-
saya were a "great leap” in the anti-
terrorism campaign.

After all, the two terrorist
leaders, who have managed to
elude the massive and continuing
operations of the military until
their deaths, have taken the noto-
riety of the ASG to new heights by
perfecting the bloody and lucrative
art of kidnapping and resurrecting

By ReNe AcosTa

[TH two of the most decorated
and best commanders of the
military leading the operations
on the ground, the campaign against

the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) and other
terrorist groups in Mindanao is making
a decisive gain as shown by the recent
killings of two of the ASG’s most active,
elusive and dreaded leaders.

;
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it for their group, which, In the pro-
cess, have enriched the ASG by way
of ransorm money.

Misaya and Askali were noto-
riously feared since they have the
habit of decapitating their captives
once their demand for ransom is
not met. Both belonged to the sec-
ond and third generations, respec-
tively, of leaders of Mindanao’s
most notorious group.

‘Experts’

VARIOUS reports from the mili-
tary have tagged Misaya and his
group as responsible for some of
the daring kidnappings that were
perpetrated at sea by the ASG, with

most of the cases carried out on
Mindanao's border waters with
Malaysia and Indonesia, by inter-
cepting and boarding transiting
vessels.

Misaya and his followers
even traveled to Sabah to take
captives, whom they would later
meve to Sulu where they negoti-
ate for their victims' freedom by
way of ransom money.

The military said that in
March last year, Misaya and his
group kidnapped 10 Indonesiang
aboard a tugboat and a barge in
the waters of Sulu, while the sail-
ors were bringing in coal to the
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By JAIME LAUDE

It's all systems go for the
official opening of this vear’s
Balikatan joint military exercises
between the Philippine and US
armed forces.

Maj. Frank Sayson, Balikatan
spokesman on the Philippine
side, said the kickoff would be
held at the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFF} main head-
guarters at Camp Aguinaldo
tfomorrow,

This year’s Balikatan would

be the Single Scenaric Con-
cepl (S85C) with top defense
and military officials from both
countries attending the ceremo-
ries, he said.

Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana and AFP chief Gen.
Eduardo Ano will be the guests
of honor at the opening, with
acting Foreign Affairs Secretary
Enrique Manale and US Ambas-
sador Sung Kim also expected
to attend.

Scores of foreign and local
journalists, including more than

a dozen media from China and
Tatwan, would be witnessing
this year’s Balikatan as it shifls
towards Hurmanitarian Assis-
tance and Disaster Response
(HADR]) from previous purely
military drills.

Sayson said the planners of
this year’s Balikatan {Shoulder
to Shoulder) agreed that both
Filipino and US forces must har-
ness not only their fighting skilis
but also their disaster response
capabilities.

President Duterte has or-

Sarnar in Eastern Visayas.

dered this year’s Balikatan to
“focus more on HADR activities
instead of the usual war games.
This year’s exercise direc-
tors, Lt. Gen. Oscar Lactao,
commander of the Cebu-based
Central Command (CentCom),
and US Lt. Gen. Lawrence Nich-
olson, commanding general of
the 3rd Marine Expeditionary
- Forces, will be oversesing the ers-
tire drill that would also include
anti-terror joint exercises from
Luzon to Samaz, Sayson said.
As against the previously

beachhead landings to recover
lost territories from enemies,
this vear's HADR joint military
exercises will focus mozre on
the transport of military rescu-
ers and relief goods as well as
supplies to remote and isolated
areas.

Key areas where this year’s
simultaneous HADR joint mili-
tary exercise would be held
iclude Casiguran, Aurora; in
Maconacon, Isabels; Sabtang in
Batanes; Calavan lsland town of
Cagayan province and Guian,

The Batanes-Cagavan-Isabe-
la-Aurora area was considered
a challenge to the participants
due to its rough and difficult
terrain. The participants would
be delivering relief goods and
medicine to disaster-stricken
residents during typhoons and
earthquakes.

Sayson said the AFP and
US forces are also deploying
varipus types of naval and air
transport assets to this vear’s
joint military event.
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action in Tanay

The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) is providing addiional burial assistance to the three members of
Philippine Air Force who died in helicopter crash in Sitio Hilltop, Sampaloc, Tanay, rizal during a

disaster preparedness and response exercise last Thursday.

DSWD Secretary Judy M, Taguiwalo said Saturday that the agency was also providing medical
assistance to the lone survivor, who is now confined in V. Luna Hospital in Quezon City.

Taguiwalo expressed her deep sympathy to the families of three fatalities.

"The entire DSWD leadership and staff salute the three PAF members and mourn their deaths as it
happened in the conduct of their duty,” said Taguiwalo.

The Welfare Chief added that PAF had always been a strong and supportive partner of the DSWD in
its disaster response actions and campaigns.

She described the value of PAF men and women in their role and commitment in assisting them on
the undertakings and efforts to provide immediate assistance to Filipinos caught in emergency

situations and affected by calamities.

Killed in action were Cpt. Christian Paul T. Litan PAF (Pilot); SSg Byron Tolosa PAF; and A1C
Joseph De Leon PAF.

Wounded in action was 1LT Cesar Rimas PAF (co- Piiot). 1Lt. Rimas was air lifted to the AFP
Medical Center.

"We salute PAF officers Christian Paul, Byron, and Joseph and thank them for their contributions to
our government's efforts to help those in immediate need of disaster relief, " the Welfare head

said.{Leilani S. Junio/PNA)
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Head of AFP's munition control center to retire
Monday

Brig. Gen. Gerry Amante, the military officer responsible for deveioping the Armed Forces of the Philippines’
(AFP) capability to deal with chemical, biological, radiclogical and nuciear (CBRN) threats, will retire from

service on Monday.

He will step down after 37 years in the AFP, public affairs office chief, Col. Edgard Arevalo, has said.

Amante's retirement ceremony wiil take place at the AFP Commissioned Officers Club.

“A retirement ceremony befitting a dedicated military officer will be held on Monday afternoon in honar of Brig.
Gen. Amante. Lt. Gen. Salvador Melchor Mison Jr., the AFP vice chief of staff, will preside over the ceremony,”
he added.

Amante has been the head of the AFP Munitions Controi Center (AFPMCC) since 2014,

He also represented the Department of National Defense (DND) and the AFP in the meetings of the United
Nations Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons.

The AFPMCC is charged with ensuring the reliability and adequacy of the AFP's munitions, and the
deveiopment of the military's defense capabilities against CBRN threats.

“We in the AFPMCC created a core philosophy as a creative team of dedicated professionals who will see to it
that munitions of soidiers are reliable adeguate and accounted for,” Amante said.

He also said that developing the AFP’s CBRN capability, slowiy but surely, has been one of the priorities of the
AFPMCC during his siint as commander.

“We already created a CBRN unit in the AFP that is one of the standards in our region. The CBRN platoon is
already doing headway and it is being deployed in national events, even being recognized as one of the best in
the country,” Amante stated. ‘

Prior to commanding the AFPMCC, Amante held key positions that contributed to the AFP modernization,
logistics and transformation initiatives.

In 2012, then a colonel, Amante was tasked to organize and lead the newly created Army Governance and
Strategy Management Office, which was tasked to pursue the implementation of the Army Transformation
Roadmap.

“Brig. Gen. Amante is a dedicated military officer who has worked tirelessly in contributing to the AFP’s goal of
becoming a more credible and modermn military force. His dedication to his duty is worth emulating by our men

and women in the Armed Forces,” AFP Chief of Staff Eduardo Afo said.

Brig. Gen. Noelito Albano, Northern Luzon Command deputy commander, is set to assume headship of the

AFPMCC, (PFN/PNA)
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Many factors being considered in UH-1D
chopper crash: PAF

~ Investigators are looking into mechanical failure, bird strike and other factors in the UH-1D helicopter
crash in Tanay, Rizal last Thursday that killed three Air Force personnel and wounded another.

"l cannot give you any detail but (the crash) will pass through a very thorough investigation. We still
have to consider lots of things, like the environment and what other features the crash site has — if it
has obstacles, bird strike and (whether) mechanical factors are also involved,” Philippine Air Force

(PAF) spokesperson Col. Antonio Francisco has said.

Following the crash, the Air Force grounded the other five UH-1Ds in service for inspection, based on
standard procedures.

The UH-1D with tait number number 8468, piloted by Capt. Christian Paul Titan and co-piloted by 1st
Lt. Ceazar Rimas, was executing landing procedures when it crash-landed and went up in flames,
killing Titan; helicopter gunner, Airman 1st Class Joseph de Leon; and Air Force crew chief, Sgt.

Byron Tolosa.

Rimas survived the crash and is on stable but guarded condition at the Armed Forces of the
Philippines-Medical Center (AFP-MC} in V. Luna, Quezon City. (PFN/PNA)

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopie. Securing the land.

29




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.inferaksvon.com

Suspected NPA guerillas raid security agency in
Valencia City, Bukidnon

By Erwin M. Mascarifias

Police handout photograph from PRO10 shows uniforms and other items found inside a getaway vehicle used by suspected
NPA guerrillas in raiding a security agency in Valencia City, Bukidnon. .

Butuan City — Suspected members of the New People’s Army (NPA) conducted a daring raid Friday
evening into the office of a security agency in Valencia City, Bukidnon province, taking with them

assorted high- and low-powered firearms.

“An estimated 15 men garbed in police uniforms ransacked the office of Davao Security &
Investigation Agency, Inc. (DASIA) in Purok 17, Barangay Hindangon, at around 86:00 o’clock,
claiming that they have a search warrant against the security agency. We believe that the raiding
group belonged to the NPA's Front Committee 86 sub-region guerrilla unit,” said Superintendent
Lemuel Gonda, spokesperson of the Police Regional Office 10 (PRO10).

According to the initial police report, the suspected rebels carted away two AK47 assault rifles, one
M-16 assault rifle, three shotguns and three caliber .38 revolvers.

Gonda said that, while the raid was taking place inside the DASIA office, another group of suspected
rebels manned a checkpoint near the vicinity.
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“The checkpoint group wore olive camouflage police uniforms and accosted motorists. PO1 Emilio
Limbaga Traya of the Maramag Municipal Police Station was flagged and disarmed of his 9mm Glock
pistol, and then released unharmed. We also received a report that a soldier identified as TSGT
Joseph T. Paredes of the 8th Infantry Battalion was held at the check point,” said Gonda.

..Capt..Jo Patrick Martinez, spokesperson.of the Army’s 4th Infantry Division, confirmed-that 2 soldier e

was taken by the rebel group.

‘One off-duty soldier, who was unarmed and in civilian attire, together with his wife on board a
motorcycle, was flagged down by the bandit group. He was identified because of his identification
card. The NPAs immediately dragged him off his motorcycle and threw him inside one of the armored
vehicles. The soldier's wife, who was in shock at the moment, was pushed down to a muddy area,”

said Martinez.

According to the PNP, the NPA took off from the area on board a black Toyota Hilux pick-up, two
motorcycies and two-armored vans of the security agency. Later that evening, the armored vans were

recovered abandoned at an area,

An immediate follow up and pursuit operation led to the arrest of a suspected NPA lookout identified
as 18-year old Luvimin Rosos, alsc known as Tival, a resident of Balangay 1A, Poblacion, Quezon

town in the province of Bukidnon.

“The suspect was caught in the follow-up operation in his rented room at Juanilla Village, Purok 17,
Valencia City. The Valencia City police personnel confiscated from the room of Rosos surveillance
cameras, night vision scope, sniper’s vell, camouflage raincoat, hammock and other items. A memory
card from the surveiliance camera showed DASIA Security agency video clips taken as part of their

surveillance and planning,” said Gonda.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

1%




