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\{IS) group claims of involvernen
8ix others were waunded- :

_head of. the Natadnal Capital”
Region Police ‘Office, sald the:.

'bomb was apparenﬂy mtended_

‘I‘hreats to l:us hfe :
“He (Abinal) admitted there

were threats to his life in the’

past” while being questioned
by police, Albayalde said.
© . He said the bombxng was
apparentty set off by a person-
al feud, adding theé package
that contained the exploswe
was intended for Abinal " "
The homb was carried in a
package by a hired delivery man

who handed it over to an aideof -

Abinal just before it went off.

Chief Supt. Joel Coronel,
Manila Police District direc-
tor, identified  the delivery
man as Mark Anthony Torves
and Abinal’s aide as Muham-
mad Baniga. .

The biast killed both men.

As police were searching the
blast site late on Saturday, an-
other explosion rocked the area,
possibly from a second borrb

Aniaq, the'IS propaganda arm.

Albayalde said this was ;ust" .
f

Page: Al

‘Coronel also beheved Abmal g

was :thetarget ‘of - the attack, -
"~ which he said couldbe refatedto .. “A

Work asa government e

aléo received a notice ev1ct1ng
" hird from his office on Gunac -

Street, Coronel said.
The blasts came a week af-

. terapipe bomb exploded in the

same area, injuring 14 people,
at the height of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean) sumnmit in Manila.

. Police blamed the explo-

“sion on rival gangs operating in

the area.

Albayalde sald on Sunday

that Saturday’s blasts were not

related to the April 28 explosion.
That explosion has already

been selved, with one of five

suspects now in pollce cus-

tody, he said,

Coronel said the suspect in
custody would be presented to
the press at the Manila Police
headquarters on Monday.

The sigpect is the brother-

in-law of a 14-year- old boy who _

g Mamla advised its citizens
stay away from Quiapo:. L

In a trave] advisory issued
on Sunday, the UK Foreign and

"Commonwealth -Office, told

British ¢itizens in Manila to
keep ‘themselves up to .date
with information from the me-
dia and follow the advice of lo-

" cal authorities and the police.

“Terrorists are very likely
to try to carry out attacks in the
Philippine.  Terrorist groups

_continue to plan attacks and
‘have theé capacity and the in-

tent to carty out attacks at'any

time and anywhere in the

country," ‘theadvisory said.”

.. -Itsaid. attacks could happen‘
in places visited by foreigners

like airports,-shopping malls,
public transport and places of
worship. —WITH REPORTS FROM

:_NIKKO ‘DIZON, JOCELYN R vy, AFP

AND AP INQ--
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-.takmg away flré)arms fromi: the
Dasia’ secunty agency-and kid-
‘napping’ the* off-duty- ‘spldier
_fromthe: 8th Infantry Ba‘ttalion.
g Outsu‘le the compound: was

' -_:3-Opian “Tokhang? i’ downtown* whole

: ; " Valencid City, Bukidnon province. . nesset

' launched a-rescue operatien for . The:PA's-gth Infantey Divic: - of

. an off-duty soldier dbducted Tast - sion {410} ‘denotnced the ab-.

 Friday by alleged mhémbers of the  duction’ amid ‘ongoing peace sd “another group of NPA bandits

" New Pecplé’s Army (NPA) who | talkswithithe government. # “dressed’ as police  personuel
disgiised therniselves as police- .- 4ID commander Ma}or Gen Ba\rangay= oblacxon Vaienma. conducting checkpoint, NG

y
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Military files 19 cases of rights violations vs NPA

_BYVICTOR REYES

THE military has lodged 19 com-
plaints against the New People’s
Asmy for violation of the Com-
prehensive Agreement on  the
Respect of Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law
(CARHRIHL) in the Davao and
Soccsksatgen regions.

The complaints covering the pe-
tiod of February last year to Janu-
ary this year were filed last mooth
by the Army’s 10th Infantry Divi-
sion before the Joint Monitoring
Commitree, 2 body established as

part of the peace process berween
the government and the commu-

nist Natienal Democratic Front |

of the Philippines.

Copies of the complaints were
also sent 1o the government’s chief
negotiator, Labor Secretary Bello
I; and NDF chief negotiator
Fidel Apcaoil, said Capt. Rhyan
Batchar, public affairs officer of
the Army’s 10th Infantry Division,

A fifth round of peace negotiz-
tions is scheduled on May 27 to

June 1 in the Netherlands.

“The 10th ID hopes that these
violations of CARHRIHL wil

b

" be discussed by the pcécc pancls

arid approptiate actons be taken
to .stop the wanton violation of
human sights and international
hemanitatian law commiteed by

the CPP-NPA against the Filipino

people,” said Batchar.

Forged in March 1998,
CARHRIHL calls for respect for
the livves, dignity, human rights,
political convictions, and moral
and physical integrity of combat-
ants and non-combatants.

. Batchar said fve of the rebel vi-

olations were committed in South
Cotabato, four in Sarangani, three

each in North Cotabato and T¥av:

20 del Sur, two in Davao Oriental,
and one each in Davao Occiden-
tal and Compostela Valley.

Batchar said 15 of the 19 viols-
tions wete comtnitted against ci-
vilians. .

“These include the burning of
nine civilian vehicles, attack and
burning of four civilian compa-
nies” equipment and facilities, the
murder of a civilian and the harass-
ment of another cieilian,” he said.

He said four of these violations
were against soldiers and militia-
men, including mutilation of the
remains of.three soldiers slain b

NPAfebels . .
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: __'-the dymg ideology iri the comimrist :

n - ranks. Our efforts fo convinee ofhers:
5_.,~£>f allj.stakehélders Wxthm His areas. - wﬁl ‘continue to’ aHow tham to Tive:
" .of responsibiliy in recezvmgthe award i i
- during simple ceremony -at the -

7 "Maj: Gen. Angehto e Leun, chlef _:
“ pf the Tth Tnfantry Division (ID), and
g Brlg ‘Gen: Milfredo’ Metigrito, -

§ _f fg-the Armys 702ndf.

CCHis my pnde and honer as the

. Section; notthe maneuver companies -

v butthe Spa;tan Battalioh, asa whole.
We can never achieve such award if it
5 not through the hard works of all
the Spartan troopers,” Osias said.
““Thig award also goes to all our
peace and development partners —

commander, 7th Infantry Division to
have such 2 hardworking men and
- women that are worthy of trust in
_ accomplishing more than what is asked
" for. To the Spartan troopers,

congratifations!” de Teon said.

’7'1,
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War on ASG leaves 4 terrorists dead in Basilan

By Francisco Tuyay

FOUR more members of the Abu
Sayyaf Group were killed afier

troops encountered two squads of

bandits in two separate forested
areas in Sumisip, Basilan, Satur-
day afternoon.

Capt.  Jo-Anp  Pentinglay.
spokesperson of the Western Min-
danao Commend, said the four
bandits were pinned down in Ba-
rangays. Cabcaban and Bemben-
gar: in: Surnisip town at 2 p.m.

Pentinglay said the slain bandits
were part of 2 group of 1510 20

From Az .

Troops cleanng the ared’ --cks—__.
encampment

c ere 4 temp

orary

0 pi “sefback
*sub-Jeadeérs  were Killed i sepa-f:--:.'-"-' G siered

terrorists.

Pentinglay  said the bandits
were in two separate groups when
intercepted by the Army’s 4th

Speciat Forces Battelion and 18th
Infantry Batalion under the Jomt
Task Force Basilan who were on
patrol.

The fust firefight occurred at
Brgy. Upper Bembengan al 2 p.m.
Two banditc were Lilled and sev-
eral others were wounded.

Troops later - intercepied the
flesing bandits, killing two more
in Caboaban village in Sumisip
town at pam. et page

rate_ clashes in: Inabanga’,- Bohol

FOn Sunday, suspected members
‘of ithe: }Bangsamora Islamic Free- 2

mnst group
dom Fxghters setoffan. 1mpmwsed'=_ i

AA]habsy Mis&ya, one: of the

" paol,

d- province in less than 24 ho Encinas said, With PNA.

¢

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a worlg-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE AéMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Emall add: oacpa.army2D12@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

|

{9 nMay 2017

-an elftruck and a dump truck.
The' attacks 'on civilian compa-
nies ‘were the burning of heavy
equrpment «of three construction
companies and the packmg plant
sof DOL&STANFILCG
' ~“Thé group ‘said the vxolatzons
were committed from February
2016 to January 2017. The num-
ber of violations committed by
‘province were South Cotabato-5,
Sarangani-4, North Cotabato-3,

L agamstﬂle Filipitio people:

E'f:a, Hissky biis, one passengér van,’f'

nghtsandmtematxonalhmnmﬂmaﬁ_
“laws -conamitted ‘by the CPP- NPA’

- “We likewise urge other gev-
emment agencies " fo assist . the
“victims of these” senseless vio-
lence committed by the CPP-NPA
againstthe Flkpmo people 5o that
appropriate " complaints can’ be
filed not onIy i the JMC but also

{in ‘the- proper_ outts,” _the group'

“said. - i :
“We caH on the CPP-NPA
to end these senseless violence
against civilians and their proper-
ties o show your smcenty in the
ongoing peace takks.”
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b about 16 =kﬂ0meters apart.

gumdanao

along
Hofea', Magzimdanao Sunfiay mommg S _
the second roadside borbing In the Thissed 2 convay of soldiers underithe
pmmnce i1 168 than 24 houes: -7 " Brth InfantzyBamhon comiuchngroad

©. "Tha radside hombs were: meant:-
for govemment forees -cruising the

_ yoad ‘network,” “Capt. ‘Arvin John

“Ericinds,; 8th Infantry Dlvmmn,j

spokesman, said.”:

“Eneinas: sa.ld the Army had' ;-'
laurched ‘artillery attacks toward
nearby Da’cu Sahbo town m

it

‘suffer-any castalties. g

:secunty patrol, Brcinas said. .~
‘At about 6 pan: Satur ay,

; suspeeted BIFF elements set off an
g TED in Barangay Pagatin that damaged
i two tires of & Simba armored
: _personnel carrier, Encinas sa;d

. Enginas sald the trogps
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Ih the pmvlnce of Zambales,

at least 12 US Navy pfficers and
- sailors’: gave hyg1ene kits and - S

" medical supphes to: {deaf s

:of Panay,

yie
-US and: Ph1hppme solohers_ :

jtakmg part m Bahkatan,-.

'ﬂ-exerméés however weuld be

'jpme ‘coul

Navy m the Phxhppmes ‘were |
part of “Project Handsclap,” a-
humamtanan program  that’

startedin1962. .

Through the program, he
said, US sailors distribute materi-
als and offer’ medical support to
various civic organizations.

Books
«On April 28, sailors from

the Military Sealift Command’s

Expeditionary Port Unit 111 vis~
ited Gordon Coliege in Qlon-
gapo to donate 22 boxes of
books and first-aid supplies.

. They also delivered medi-

cal and dental supplies to
James L. Gordon ‘Memorial
Hospital and handed out

stuffed toys and gifts to young

OFFICE OF THE ARMY patients there.
Arnother batch of US Navy

officers and enlisted service-
men from USNS Pecos dynated

The F1rehawks is part ofa:
1el Phiilppme nuhtary office: ‘said

ﬁto 1mpr0ve couriterterronsm :

g by Saddam Hussem

ﬁ.shaw h1s dlsdam for the?.'

But in the Visayas, a ranking '

made the statement as 50 us S0k
diers were to take part in Ba~
likatan ‘in different parts of

“Visayas. amid a still-ongoing hunt - .
for at least three members of the -
terror group Abu_Sayyaf, who -

were among those who tried 10
set up a base in Bohol province.
Aguilar said the 50 US sol-

diers would take part in “hus:

‘manitarian and civilian assis-- .-
" Sayyaf men have been killed in

tance, and transfer knowledge
and skills” on disaster response.
The US soldiers, said Aguilar,

would help build disaster-re-°

silient - facilities, classrooms,

‘hold training sessions on disas-

ter preparedness and response,
and develop good working rela-
tions with the people.

. US and Philippine soldiets
~ would hold Balikatan exercises.

for two monthsin Panay, Leyte
and Samar.
Col. Camilo¥Ligayo, head of

ves and making a dxfferance_
one classroom—buﬂdmg at. a.
time,” he said. . -

. Lt.Col. Ryan Seott of the Us.

-rmhtary_ engineering depart-

ment said the recent clashes be-
tween Philippine treops and-

* Abu Sayyaf in Bohol, which in- .

dicatedan expansmn'by the ter-

"ror group, did not worry him. - -

Since April 11, eight Abw

clashes in the Bohol towns of
Inabanga and Clarin. .

~ Among the dead Abu Sayyaf
mermbers weré . Moammar
Askali, the leader of the group;
bomb experts Abu Sufyan and
Edimar - Isnain; Joselito -Mello-"

" ria, a native of Bohol who guid--

ed the Abu_ Sayyaf; pumpbaat —
operator Aldimar Taib; and one 5
alias  Richard:: ' —ALLAN
MACATUNO, ADOR VINCENT MAYOL.
AND NESTLE L. SEMILLA NG !
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number of, Iallmgs am1d the Duterte -

' administration’s drug war

.Board ;and the Secunty Engagement
Board have ‘carefully included Presi-
dent. Rodmgo Roa Duterté’s gl.udance

for this year’s exercise. The series of -
p cratlc Senator Ben Cardin and Repub-

" lean Senator Marco Rubio gets passed, -
the Philippines can-still acqmre arms i
: from other sources, he'said. - e
o The dwo ‘American’ senators had'-
expressed opposition to the saleof .
some 26,000 assault rifles to the PNR.
' _the US Senate to introduce such impor-"

events manifests the .exercise’s refo-
cus to humamtaman civil asmstance,'
humamtanan ‘assistance and dlsaster"
response, and counter-terrorisii.

‘Theentire exercise follows a smgle- o

scenano concept wherea super—typhoon
devastates areas ‘along its route in the
areas of Central ‘Comtand, National -
Capital Regxon, and Northern Luzon.’

.- “This year’s exercise will have AFP
and US forces parthering to Jmprove
their counter-terrorism capabilities in
order to build safer communities and

OFFICE work towards the eradication of global

‘~erpr networks,” Sayson said.

My uu;c;; UI}JUDVJ

‘Sayson gaid the ‘Mutual Defense o
secretary that we have plenty of arms,”

.chief presidential’ Iega‘t counsel Salva-_ -
-dor Panelosaid..: .
- Even'if the biﬂ proposed by Demo— "_

“i-4T rhderstand “from 1 e': 'défe'xis'"

Cardin noted reports that more than

7,000 drug suspects have been killed
 since President Duterte took office.
Rubio cited the Philippines” and the °

s’ Iong—standmg alliance as a reason

why the growing number of killings is

considered “deeply alarming.” -
“Our Jegislation reflects our sincere

“ - DeXim aldthatonce passed into

. law;“The Philippines Human Rights Ac-

countability-and Counternarcotic Acts’

.ot 2017” filed by Senators Cardin and
“Rubio would restrict the ‘eéxportation
 of-certaiir defense articles by the US to
_the PNP and the US secretary of state
wotld berequired to submita report 1o’
. theUS Congress on humanrights cases .
“related t0'the PNP and how: fore1gn as~'
* gistance to the PNP is used.:

‘1 support the bipartisan efforts in

tant piece of legislation to hold-ourlaw’

senforcement -authorities accountable

to the thousands of human rights viola-

‘tions committed under the all-out war
on drugs,” Dé Lima said, (With reports
" from Argyll Cyrus B. Geducos and Han—

nah L, Torregoza)

DT VY LI ;Jt:()%lb’ SeUUNtig the Jdihid,
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~ del ‘Pilar were members’ of:!g
Naval Task Group 80.5, which *
~ will proceed to Davao for the
' Philippine Navy's 119th an-f?
niversary on May24. -
Adm. Ronald Joseph S
Mercado, the Navy's flag offi-
cer in command, will also at-
tend Singapore’s first-Inter-
national Maritime Review; In-
. ternational Maritime Defense
Expo Asia 2017 and the fifth:
" International Maritime Secu-
rity Conference. INQ'

i
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- 4 Sayyaf men kﬂled -~
in Basilan clashes , -

BY VICTOR REYES
" FOUR mmembers of the Abu Sayyaf died in skiz-

. mishes with elite government forces in Sumisip
town, Basilan on Saturday. .
. . The opezation also resulted in the seizure of
an Abu Sayyaf camp in Batangay Cabcaban, said
' Capt. Jo-ana Petinglay, spokeswoman of the
military’s Western Mindanao Command based
in Zamboanga City. _
Petinglay said tzoops from the elite Special
Forces Batmalion, aided by soldiers from 18th
Infantey Battalion, wete on a military operatitn
~when they clashed with about 20 Abu Sayyaf
men in Barangay Upper Benembengan at around
-2 pm. Saturday. .
"The fighting resulted in the death of two Abu
Sayyaf men.
. Ataround 8 p.m., pursuing troops caught up
“with the flecing Abu Sayyaf members in the

" See 4 SAYYAF > Page B6

4 SAYYAF

neatby Barangay Cabcaban, lead-
ing to the killing of two more Abu
Sayyaf members,

Petinglay said the troops found
a temporary camp of the Abu
Sayyaf in the barangay during
cleating operations.

Petinglay said the fighting left
one soldier with 2 minor injury in
the shin area.

The skirmishes came two days
after 19 Abu Sayyaf members,
including two sub-leaders, sur-
rendered to military officials in
Basilan, 15 of them from Sumisip
town and four others in Hadji
Mohammad Apul town.

The 19 who sutrendered, led
by sub-leaders Nur Hassan Laha-
man altas Hassan and Mudz-ar
Angkun alias Mapad Ladjaman,

brought with them 17 high-

i

powered firearms.

The military is aiming to defeat
the Abu Sayyaf within the first six
months of the year, based on the
deadline imposed by AFP chief
Gen. Eduardo Afio,

The group is composed of
around 300 to 400 members,
mostly based in Sulu and Basi-
lan. It is holding over 20 foreign
and Filipino hostages in the two
provinces.
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‘Wife of slain Bayan Muna leader

files complaint Wlth GRP-NDF team

By CHITG A GHAVEL . 7005

SRR

The wife of a Bayan Muna leader, who

. was killed in a reported clash between sol-
© diers and the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASQ) in
! Bagilan lagl March 8, has filed 2 complaint

i

against the military before the Joint Moni-
toring Commitiee of the Philippine govern-
menl (GRP) and the National Democratic
Fronl of the Philippines (NDF).

“] ars here for justice. The families of
those kilied cannot all be here, but we all

* wantthe same thing State security forces

shouid kmow that they cannot readily corm-
mit erimes without pumshment We live
in a poor community in Basilan, and just

, hecause we are poor should not mean that

i

those with resources can easily deprive us

ofthejustice that we deserve,’ " said Nurhi-
daya Hasan, wife of Moro leader and peace
advoeate Hadji Billamin Hassan, whowas
Killed when the military aliegedly fired at
three houses, in Tabuan Lasa, Basilan.

Aside from Hassan, 59, Nuruddin
Mubhlis, 33, and & one-year-old girl were
also killed.

The Western Mindanac Comimand
(WestMinCom claimed its forces were
on conducting an operation against Abu
Sayyal mentbers in the vicinity when the
attack happened.

WestMinCom later released a state-
ment claiming its soldiers had neutralized
four bandits belonging to the ASG.

The easualties, however, were Hassan,
Muhlis and the infant.

An 11-year-old girl was also wounded
and remains in eritical condition.

Nurhidaya Hasan was assisted by
Karapatan in filing the compiaint.

Families of the vietims also lodged a
complaint against the military before the
Commission on Human Rights (CHR) on

March 14, 2017,
“We have to undertake all forms of

. exacting accountability from State secu-
. rity forces. The WestMinCom later issued
! an apology, but perpetrators are still Jeft

* unpunished. Nor has there been anyinves-

tigation on the incident. This has been the
reatity for many victims of political killings
in the country,” said Karapatan secretary

- general Cristina Palabay.

[b

L
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cal'matter

is eyeing the use of ‘modern satellites

{0 keep tabs onithe country’s maritime
“borders and track down terronsts and -
-~ lawless eletnents. S
S Erm actuaﬁy the advocate for the '
use of more satellites in'the Cabmet,” :

Esperon said to: better monitor and
proteect the country’s resources, apart

.frorn boostmg the eountry’s teiecom- e

- pinol declined to commentonpoht\- -
: regarding the’ ‘continental -
~ shelf, which in 2012 was declared by .
. the United Nations Convention on the -

of the Sea (UNCLOS) as part of
i . wasclear enoogh to reﬂect the shadows o

~-of the clouds.:: it
‘In fact; the clouds were the- only' e sini

: _Natlonai Seeumty Adwser Hermo-' T
genes Esperon Jr said the government -

‘Just before noon Saturday, the DA:

1 led expedition reached the edge of the
- Benham Bank - the part ¢f Berthdm:
Rise that is traditionalty visited by fish-
“ermen: The submerged bank is 15 ﬁﬂ(}
_ hectares large.: :
The Pacific, whlch Was very ea]m at_-' :
' that time, was a deep but clearblue. It - -

_other thmgs to see aside from-the
“expansive waters nght smack in the
_middle of nowhere.:
#There are no wsual cues to te!l
you that yow're in Benham Rise,” said . -
Raffy Ramiscal; officer-in-charge of .
" the Bureau of Fisheries and: Aquatie’ %
Resources (BFAR) Capture F:shenes
- Division. ; _
- “You Just have to know the coordl-' 3

gy :
pay” of ?‘3(} 000 amonth. L
5 Duringthe expedition, Pifiolled the

The payao is

Establxshmg presence
Plﬁoi’s ultimate ;goal is more than
;ust to ‘drop-a bunch-of payaos: He:is

* looking to establish. continued. Philip-

pine government presence ¢ at the shal-
lowest portion -of the Benham Bank

-through-a structure.

“TPlireportfothe Preszdent on Mox;v
day {o:give my. récommendations and

.+ Pll-askfor funds [for the structure],”

Pifiol sa1d

deployment ‘of the first 'of 15 “payao?
or floating devices, which are used to -
-attract fish, Fish are known to:gather -
. around the line below the payaos; ven,_-'a

'_.;ftheresno bait..
arked DFA, whlch"
: 'stands for Din: hlcan Fxsherfoik As~ :
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www. retiredanalyst.blogspot.com
Islamic State claims latest Philippines bombing

From the Mindanac Examiner (May 7): Islamic State claims latest Philippines bombing

The Islamic State's Amag News Agency reported that the group is responsible for the fatest bombing in Manila.

The Islamic State has owned for the twin bombings in the Philippine capital that ieft nearly two dozen

casualties in a span of one week.

The latest attack in Manila killed 2 on Saturday when a package being delivered by private courier
GrabExpress exploded in Quiapo district, The biast killed the delivery driver and another civilian,
Mohamad Bainga. and injured 6 others, including two forensic policemen.

Grab Philippines condemned the bombing. “Grab Phitippines condemns perpetration of the bombing on
Saturday at Norzagaray Street in Quiapo, Manila. We are deeply saddened the incident fook the lives of two
civiians, including one of our GrabExpress partners. Our prayers go out o those who perished, and we exiend

our sympathies and deepest condolences to their loved ones,” it said.

it was not immediately known whop contacted the GrabExpress to deliver the package containing an
improvised explosive.
The Islamic State’s Amag News Agency reported that the group is responsible for the bombing in

Manila, saying the latest explosion targeted Shia Rafidah in the capital city.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopie. Securing the land.
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it also claimed the bombing in Quiapo on April 28 that wounded 14 people. This was also reported by
the non-governmental counterterrorism organization, SITE intelligence Group, and said: “The Isiamic
State’s Amag News Agency reported the killing and wounding of 11 Shi'ites with an explosive device in

downtown Manila, Philippines.”

Police tried to downplay the aftacks and said these were “gang-rejated”. -

Panic also erupted Sunday in Quiapo after a suspicious bag was left abandoned on a busy road, but police
said no explosives were found after a remote operated vehicle inspected it. The ROV even ran over twice on
the bag and a policeman only wearing Keviar heimet and bullet proof vest picked up the bag and inspected its

contents.

President Rodrigo Duterte has repeatedly warned that the influence of the islamic State in the Philippines is
the country’s biggest security threat.
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Only 2 commands to participate in this year's 'Balikatan’ exercises
From the Philippine News Agency {May 7): Only 2 commands to participate in this year's 'Balikatan’

exercises

" Only two of the military's unified commands will be involved in thig vear's "Balikatar” exercises with'

American units which will run from May 8 to 19th.

This is fewer compared to last year's four.

Philippine "Balikatan" spokesperson Major Frank Sayson identified these unified commands as the
Cebu-based Central Command (CENTCOM) and Tarlag-headguartered Northern Luzon Command

{(NOLCON).

In the 2016 "Balikatan" maneuvers, participating commands inciuded the CENTCOM, NOLCOM, Southern

Luzon Command and Western Command.

Savson attributes the reduction to the fact that this year's exercises are operating on one scenatio
concept which involves a massive storm or typhoon coming from the Pacific which will then pass
through the Eastern Visavas, National Capital Region, reaching maximum strength upon arrival on the

northern tip of Luzon, severely devastating it

With that scenario in the offing. all participating units, whether on so-called "STAFFEX" (staff exercise)}
and "CPX" (command post exercise), will focus on responses fo the particular scenario, he added.

And while these activities are more concerned with the humanitarian assistance and disaster refief aspects,
Sayson said some counter-terrorism activities which is very important and relevant nowadays are also factored

in.

W will be hiaving small zrms military$o-military activities, some joint special operations activities

which is really aligned to counter-terrorism.” he added in Filipino.

Other activities include underwater demolition activities in Ormog. Leyte wherein US operatives will
teach their Filipino counterparts the technigues in clearing up debris in the sea bottom to allow ships
to safely dock and use the port and expedite the transport of relief supplies and aid {0 areas battered

by typhoon and other calamities.

Participating US troops for this vear's "Balikatan” are placed at 2,600 personnel, with the Philippines
fielding in 2,800 and 80 for the Australian Defense Forces.

http://www.pna.gov.phfindex.php/articles/985678
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