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© By EVELYN MACAIRAN

The conviction of pork batrel scam mastermind janet

Lim-Napoles for serious illegal detention has been dis- -

missed by the Court of Appeals (CA},

It also ordered her immedi-

~ ately release unless she is be-

ing detamed for other lawful

- cause. Napoles is still on ‘trial
- for plunder, normally a non-

bailable offenise, in connection
with the pork barrel scam.

Justice Secretary Vitaliano
Aguirre I said his department,
which handled Napoles’ pros-
ecution, “would respect” the
CA’s decision. This triggered
speculation that the govern-
ment will no longer appeal the
CA’s ruling.

In 2015, Napoles was sen-
tenced to 40 years in prison
by Makati City Regicnal Trial

Court {RTC) Branch 150 Judge

Elmo Alameda for detaining
her cousin and employec Ben-

L

hur Luy from December 2012
until Mazch 2013. Luy later

blew the whistle or-the porks

barrel scam.

Napoles is serving her sen-

tence at the Correctional In-

stitution for Women (CTW} i’

Mandaluyong.
In a 353-page decision

nenned by Associate Jus-

{ice Normandie Pizarro, and

concurred with by Associ-
ate Justices Samue] Gaerlan
and JThosep Lopez, the CA's
12th Division granted the ap-
peal filed by Napoles.

The CA said the prosecu-
tion fatled to prove bevond
reasonable doubt that the
crime was committed. It said

Turn tc Page 4
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here was no indubitable proof

hat Luy was held against
is will al the “Bahay ni San
ose” retreat house when Na-
wles” brother Reynaldo “Joie”

Am approached priests and

uggested Luy’s spiritual re-
wewal,

Bahay ni San jose is said to
wned by Napoles, but the
SR GT Alse Failed woehiow
vidence that she owned the
streat house located in Magal-
nes Village, Makati City.

"Benhur was neither bel-
gerent about the idea nor

From Page 1

showed any actions to indicate
that he was coerced or forced
o undergo the same. Instead,
Benhur attended mass every
night with the priests residing
in Bahay ni San Jose,” the CA
fustices said.

He also reportedly kept a
journal thai contaimed biblical
verses. He wrole a letter Lo his

ATy o Fels. 21, 2073 whirein

he narrated what he had been
doing at the Bahay ni San Jose.

Secondly, the CAalso point-
ed oul that during Luy’s stay
at the retreal house, he never
made an atlempt

He also updated his family
an time to time but never
snticned his forced deten-
1,
There were also several
stances when he met with
embers of his family and
ver showed any sign that he
15 being kept in Bahay ni San
se against his will.

Thirdly, Luy’s actons dus-
p the rescue operation ne-
fes the allegation that he was
tained against his will.
During the trial, Luy had
.d that he t]mughi the res-

2 operatives were hired by
1pn}u= Lo Kill him, thus he
sisted,

But the CA said, “We find
s allegation flimey and too
nvcmcni to warrant ap-
sciation” because when the
scue team from the National
reau of Investigation {NBD
tered the condominium
its in South Gardens, thev
re accompanied by Luy’s
\ther Arthur. The operatives
o introduced themselves to
rom the NBL

ya "

to escape or tell
anyone about his
situation.

“It is quite baf-
fiing how someone
who was illegally
detained would not
mention such fact
to several priests
he sees on a daily
basis,” the CA said.

He also updated his family
from time to time but never
mentioned his forced deten-
tion,

There were also several
instances when he met with
members of his family and
never showed any sign that he
was being kept in Bahaymi San
Jose against his will.

Thirdly, Luy’s actions dur-
ing the rescue operation ne-

gates the allegation that he was

defained against h‘i't;"vi*il] o

During the trial, Luy had
said that he thoughl the res-
cue operatives were hired by
Napoles to kill him, thus he
resisted.

But the CA said, “We find
this allegation flimsv and 100
convenient to warrant ap-
preciation” because when the
rescue team from the National
Bureau of Investigation (NBI)
entered the condominium
units in South Gardens, they
were accompanied by Luy’s
brother Arthur. The operatives
also introduced themselves to
be from the NBL

The CA also said that un
hike the Makati court, it dic
not find the phrases made b
Napoles to Luy “hindi ka
mokakalabas” and “ikulong n
yan” as clear statements anc
“could have different meaning
or interpretation depending
on the context on when il was
uttered.”

The CA also said that the
prosecution failed 1o establish
the allegations of conspiracy

“berween siblings Janet andjojo T

to commit the alleged crime,

“Thus, the oft-repeated tru-
ism that the conviction of the
accused must rest not on the
weakness of the defense but on
the strength of the prosecution
must be applied in the present
appeal. The constitutionality
guaranteed presumption of
innecence must prevail,” the
CA justices also said.

Detention
orders remain

Sandiganbayvan Presiding
Justice Amparo Cabotaje-Tang
said the court's earlier rulings

The CA also said that un-
like the Makati court, il did
not find the phrases made by
Napoles to Luy “inndi ke na
makakalabas” and “ikul ong no
as clear statements and

“could have different meaning
or interpretation depending
on the context on when il was
uttered.”

The CA also said that the
pr osecuii(m failed lo establish
the allegations of conspiracy
between siblings Janet and Jojo
to commit the alleged crime.

“Thus, the oft-repealed tru-
ism that the conviction of the
accused must test nol on the
weakness of the defense buton
the strength of the prosecution
must be applied in the present
appeal. The constitutionality
guaranteed preuumpimn of
innocenge nust prevail the
CA justices also said.

Detention
orgers remain

Sandiganbavan Presiding
Justice Amparo Cabotaje-Tang
said the court’s eartier rulings

ordering Napoles’ detention
for plunder cases shall stand
despite her acquittal by the CA.

“The commitment orders of
the Sandiganbayan against her
stand because they wete issued
in connection with the cases
pendmg before the Sandigan-
bayan. These orders constitute
the legal bases for her contin-
ued detention,” Tang said in a
text message to reporiers,

In the commitment orders
jssued by the Sandiganbayan
First, Third and Fifth Divisions
in July 2014, Napoles was or-
dered delained al the Bureau
of Jail Managemen{ and Pencl-
ogy (BIMP} in Camp Bagong
Diwa in Taguig.

Tang said the Sandiganbay-
an may issue a new commil-
ment order Lo identify where
Napoles will be transferred
following her acquittal in the
illegal detention case.

“The Court needs Lo issue
another order designating
her new place of detention
because thal earlier order

io detain her at BJMP was
superseded in light of her su-
pervening conviction then,”
Tang explained.

Napoles was detained at the
BIMP detention tacility for al-
most a vear, but following the
Makati court’s ruling finding
her guilty of the illegal deten-
tion case, she was transferred
t the Correctional Institution
for Women in Mandaluyong
City in April 2015.

For Ombudsman Conchita
Carpio-Morales, however,

the CA's ruling on the illegal
detention case will have no
bearing on Napoles” pork bar-
rel or Priority Development
Assistant Fund (PDAF) cases.

“} don'i think it has any
bearing on the PDAF cases.
The credibility of Napoles in
that detention case does not
affect her credibility or the
credibility of the witnesses for
that matter,” Morales said ina
press conference last April 25.

— With Elizabeth Marcelo,
Delon Porcalla, Paolo Romero
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STORY BY MARLON RAMOS

¥ Appeals court nullifies illegal % Ruling cites manifestation of # Napoles will remain detained,
detention conviction of alleged Solicitor General to acquit her however, on pIuaner charges, i
brains behind pork barrel scam in case filed by Benhur Luy according to Sandiganbayan

7 InZ075, the RTCs Branch sso e
I 'Tound Napnlesand her brother

S tued bya \Iatlcmal Bureau of Ih-
; 'vestngat;on téam in Nzpoles' pash
©  apartment’ m Taguig City..

- Pio-million bounty - .
.. Therescue was arésponse to
a complamt submitted tothe NBJ
by couple Afturo and Gertrides
. Luyon March B, 2013, alleging that izght the P!O bllhon racket mvofv-
' their sun, Berhur, was being ille- ing the dwerston of funds from the P

+72. Napoles is'serving Hier sentence’
Cinthe Correct:onal lnstxtutlon for:
;. Women in Mandaluyong City."
Shé is alsm facmg plunde
charges as coacuused incases

gally detained by Napeles and Lim Priority’ Development A551stance - -against former Senators duan i

sinceDec.20. . . Fundto ghost pmjects and non Ponce. Enrlle, nggoy Estrada and

- Awarrant of a"rz"*eé_'t':was_iSSued ' government orgamzatlons set up '- : Bong Revillain connectson w:‘ch

against Napoles and a P10-miffion by Napoles. . .’ 2 the'pork barrel scam. N

bounty for her arrest was an- The lnqulrerbroke the pork D Sourceringuirer Archlves =
4
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scam - that . involved

OFFICE OF THE

]udge'}':‘.lmo_ Tameda of Makatl"
:RTC_Bxanch 150 hatided-out: her;

§ ety Assomate }ustice Nor-+-
| - ‘mandie Pizarro, with Associate:-
i Justices: Sarnuel ‘Gaerlan® and
“'Thosep Lopez concurring. " - _
s - The-decision .came -almost..:-

two years. after Napoles was
sentenced to €p L0 40 years in

prison by a Makati Regiomal &
| . Trial.Court (RTC) for 111egally
* detaining Lay_:

-Luy is one of the prmmpa]

‘witnesses it the plundet case.

against Napoles, tagged as the
mastermind of the pork barrel
former
Senators - Juan Ponce Earile,

Jinggoy Estrada and Bong Re- -

villa and other legislators. - -
_The pork barrel, officially
called Priovity Development
Assistance Fund (PDAF), was
meant to ease rural poverty
hut instead went to ghost pro-

Army Core P

“does not support the convmtlon-

of the accused ” Cahda saxd
No Palace hand e

hand  in~ the -acguittal of

Napoles.

tlon hag 'never, will never and
“can.never: enter mto “sweet-
hea1t deals, It's very strict’ on: |
“the! gbservance of the rule’ of
[ law and followmg comtmx—.

“fional due process,” presiden-

- tial: legal counsel Salvacior Pan-'- :

elotold reporters.

urpose: Serving the peopie. Securi

Malacanang said it had no .

"The. Duterte admlmstra—_ :

_Presidential spokesperson_:_
‘Ernesto Abella said as much in
a separate’ statement.“[The].:
- government is clear that there .
" is no policy shift on how ‘we:’ March 22,2013, ~WITH REPORTS
deal with Napoles. Neither ‘is'

there an agreement forged be-

: sald the testxmomes of Luy and’

seven: other: witligsses were
““inadequate to establish actual’
" confinement or restramt

* It’said there was “no 1ndu~

. bitable proof” that Luy.was
: forcﬂ:aly held by Napeles and_
" her. brother, ‘Reynald Lxm i
“Bahay ni- ‘San Tose, a retreat
hotse. owned by Napoles In

Magallanes Viﬂage

treat house from Dec:19; 2012,

il he was supposedly res-
cued by agents of the National

Bureau” of Investigation on

FROM CHRISTINE 0. AVENDANO AND
NIKKO DIZON INQ

ng the land.

In fact, the ¢ourt sald Luy"..
en attended the mght%s’ Mass
with " pnests who were w1th_
“him durmg his ‘stay in the ré-

5285
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T vy,
e

i smn‘-'»r*‘rfm

‘violations were't erpetrated against -

T eivilians, citing Article 4.4 of Part1v of
. CARHRIHL whith excludss civilians

.- from being objects of attack: =+
"' ‘The violations include the burning. -~

. -of nine civilian vehicles; attack and -

‘burning of four civilian companies’

. ‘equipment and facilities, the murder

of a civilian, and the harassment of

2 -another civilian.

 The four violations Were com-

: mxtted -against soldiers and Citizen
~Armed Force Geographical Units
;1 H{CAFGUs). Those involved the mutfila-

- tion of the remains of three soldiers, in

violation of Article 3.4 of Part 4 of the

" agreement, and the killing of three sol-
- diers and a CAFGU Active Auxiliary

(CAA), who were off-duty, unarmed

 and in civilian clothes, in violation of

mﬂt

'_Llne (YBL) units, a Husky bus, one "~
“-passenger van an elf truck and one 3
- dump truck: : s
-The complalnt on attacks on cm}- :
ian ‘companies ¢ited the burnirig of -

heavy equipment of three construe-

tion companies ‘and the attack on a-
. packmg plant of DOLEPSTANFILCG

The alleged Wolatlons Were com- o
-mitfed from February last year to
dJ anuary tins year the report saxd

Aceordmg to the thppme Az-my, '

the violations are:

1. Killing of Bernabe Abanilla of
Doroluman, Arakan, North Cota-
bato on Feb. 7, 2016.

2. Killing of Cp} Wenie 0 Dacuag and

Page: {
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- -Santos Land.:Developmen
oration in Makﬂaia, Coiab

Mapa and Pfc Rolen Roy' ; 3

ar 0 on Aug: 5,:2016; - 11;.Burnmg of heavy equip!
N .Kﬁhng of CAA Oscar Olo Emba S chksz andHappyLmng Quar _
~who was unarmed and i civilian- . rvm Koronadal ‘South Cotabatoon

_Kﬂhng of Cpt Randy San Igieqza ey
'who wa off—duty, unarmed and 3.

18, agenca,es
A 15 Burnmg ofpackmgplant'of DOLE these seniseless violence:c mmitted.
© = Stanfilco in Surallah, South Cota—_ by the CPP-NPA againist the Filipino
~people; sothat appropnate complaints’

.+ bato o Dec: 19,2016, T _
s '16 Burnmg of one Husky bus m Ko- - 'can be ﬁled not onlv in'the .}MC "but

' 'rov:me on Nov 4, 2016 S
owned Mst

17 Bﬁ?ﬁihg of one YBL businKiamba, sald ina statemen

B Nm 24,2016;

. (02) 845-9555 L ocal: 5285, 5285 |

i
i
i
i
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& May 2017 @bg mam’[a Tines | page Ar

Jasted for more than an hour. h occar
"_0 f'_troops saw the enemy . in‘Barangay Mahatang who surrendered i mdeed very'
getting hit by our ‘bullets butthey . © - “The information we received. - helpful in our operations. We are
_ _;-: es- - weré not able to Tetrieve., bodles;-_.: ;from peaple in the vailage was . therefore calling on the other Abu
ence of govemment troops, tned *dusing the clearing ‘operations,” " precise that the ‘bandits were' 'Sayyaf membets to surreider be:
to put up @ fight resulting in-a . said Col. Javymax Uy, comimander - hiding in thdt area that led to' = fore government forces get ‘them.
30-minute gun battle but scam-- of the joint Task Force Basilan. - ‘another engagement last mght, - ‘They have to decide now and fast
_p_ered away in different directions - A teriiperary encampment, that - Uv sa1d on Sunday 17 before it is too late,” he added.” .
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- other rebels and seven soldlers were

_.through & radlo mterwew ‘the' -'-I‘O&dSIdE detachment in; Baran ay

Page.

- -wounded BIFF bandits were hitinthe:

: commander of the outlawed Eower torsc by Army srupers while”

Bangsamoro Islam;c Freedom - _hNo other rebeis_susi:amed shrapne!
Fighters (BIFF) was kifled while four -

death of -Khalid, :said to-be:a - Pagatin:in Datu Salibo. = - ;
nephew of Ismael Abubakar whois . ‘Captain Arvin Encanas pubhc

- acknowledged as the chairman-of affairs officer:of ‘the ‘Army’s 6th’

_on'e of three factions of the BIFF:  Infantry Division, said the injured:
‘Abubakar's: group -is said to:be soldiers underwent medical
' ' atmems'm a mlittary hcspt [

he

b . §
Khahd ‘died after he and’ hls-_" continding taw enforcement:

' co_horts fought it out with the operationsin Saliboand neighboring
- Philippine Army’s 57th Infantry towns were meant for Abubakaf,

Batallion who were pursuing the radical figurehéad of one of
suspects in the twin roadside three groups in the BIFE.
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"'-o'r('i

D .

‘whois the gelf- styled chairman of one ef L

three factions in the BIFE Abubakar’s -
group boasts ‘of loyalty to the Islamic::

State of fraq andSyria (ISIS) and has .

‘adopted-the the black ISIS ﬂag as 1ts. :
| revolitionarybanier. - s ;

Officials of the mummpal peace "nd
_ council of Datu Salibo confirmed . a
- the Killing of Khalid in'military artillery

attacks during Sunday’s gunfights, that - -

started with the BIFF setting off twc

i roadsidebombs.

BIFF spokesman Abi Misri yes-
terday confirmed in an interview over

fired assault rifles and shoulder: mount-
ed B-40s-on a roadside detachment m;
- Barangay Pagatm in Datu Salibo:>
" .:Capt-Arvin Encinas, public af:falrs
“officer-of the Army’s Sixth Infantry:
- Division; said the’ ‘wounded soldiers
‘have undergone medical treat] :

" “'Encinas said £

tmumg law enforcement oper'atlons '
in Salibo and neighboring towns were
‘meant t6 capture Abubakar, the radi-

cal figurehead of one of three groups

in the BIFE .

b
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By ROE‘L PARENO

ZAMBOANGA CITY At least 20 members of the
Z;Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFPF),int~
cluding six foreigners, were killed in air strikes and

" ground’ assaults ccnducted by the military over the i-'

weekend

‘ Among those kziled was - f‘
Ismael Abubakar, alias Com-"

mander Bongos, one of the.

“Carlito Galvez Jr, Westérn "
Mindanao Command chief, -
said yesterday, citing reports
from ground commanders
and information provided by

their sources from the Moro
Islamic leera’aon Front

(MILF). '
Galvez: smd Abubakar; a

“leadetrs 'of the group, Lt. Gen ':_ . certain Salghuddin Hassan, ...

= -plias Orak, six forelgners and -
" eight others died in the initial

assault launched by Joint Task
Force Central of the 6th Army
Division on Saturday.

e .He said the m;htary of- ;
: _fenswe targeted the h1deout :
- of the group of Abu‘bakar

‘Galvez said four. other

: Q.mrhtants were killedfna -
. firefight when the group
attacked the detackument of
“the 57th Infantry Battalion in
Barangay Pagatin on Sunday.’

Six soldiers were also report-

‘edly wounded.

-Galvez said, they are .

BIFF men were killed in the
encounters.
- The municipal peace and

. order councﬂ in Datu Sahbo ®

~confirmed that one of those -

cinkilled wasia certaify Khahd a
____nephew of Abubakat. -

- reporters yesterday.

" alidating reports from

MILHF sources that at least 2.5 ’co the Islamic Staté of Traq

‘However, BIFF: spokesman

. :_"Abu Misry Mama disputed .
‘the report of the military on. .

the death of Abubakar. -
#There is no truthto stories

" that Abubakar was killed,”

Mama said in a text message to};-

"The BIFF boasts: of loyalty

and Syria and uses the black -
18IS flag as its banner. G
— With John Unson
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Y. wotd.

Cruz Occidental Mindoro .
- He sdid mernbers of the

" 96th-. Infantry . Baftalion .
. fought around 3¢ armed NPA
guerillas - in . Mindoro for-
about 30 minutes. The fire-

. “fight -left ‘ohe female NPA. |

- inember, Idennfled as a cer-
tam Ka Bikke, dead. :
" Government troops also re-
5 covered one .gmm. cal. pistol
; along. with an improvised ex

ploswe device, Meneses said, .
"At arcund 1 am, govern—
ment troops clashed with
some 30 NPA rebels in Sitio
Little Baguio,  Barangay
Magsaysay in Infanta, Quezon.

~PHILIPC. TUBEZA INQ

(2
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Soldier, female NPA killed in clashes

ASOLDIER and a female member
‘of the New People’s Army died in
firefights in Quezon and Oceiden-
tal Mindoro vesterday.

Two other soldiers wete wound-
ed in the clashes.

The first clash pccurred at
around 10 a.m. in Sitdo Tagbungan,
Barangay Barahan, Sta, Crilz towi
in ‘Occidental Mindoro, involving
troops from the 76th Infantry Bat-
cation and 2 30-man NPA group.

The soldiers, who weze of seci-
fity operation, traded fire with the
NPA band for about 30 minutes.
A female NPA rebel, who was
identified only as Ka Bikke, died,

¢ gaid Lt Xy-zon Meneses, public

affairs officer of the Armys 2nd

Infantey Division.

Meneses said the clash also
resulted in the recovery of 2 cal.
9 mm pistol and an improvised
explosive device.

" The second clash occurred at
around 11 am. in Sitlo Litide Baguio,
Barangay Magsaysay in Infanta town
in Quezon,Troops from the 1st

Infantry Bettelion were of: secu-

ity operation in the area when they
caught up with about 30 INPA rebels.
Megeses said a 15-minute fire-
fight led to the killing of one
soidier and wounding of two oth-
ers. He declined to name the slain
and wounded soidiers, peading
the notification of their families.
- Victor Reyes S

Page. ‘93
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A New I’eople 5 Az-my ;
_(NPA; rebel and .a soldier-
were killed in separate en-
counters in Occidental Mind- exploswe device.
oro and Quezon yesterday. .~ Asoldier whose identity

" Awoman identified only - _' ‘was witheld pendmg nohfz '

_'as Bikke died when the rebels  catiori of his'fa ‘die

chashed with government aclash'in Sitio'L _

‘troops inSitio Tagbung ' guic, Baranigay Mags
Barangay Barahanin Sta. . . . Infanta, Quezon at around. Teano, 86th Infantry. ttaimn :

Cruz, OCCidental Mmdoro o }1 a1m. Two ofher scldaers _:spokesman, sald them was

w e_re wnunded and taken to.“:-: _.no repc)rted casualty af’cer a
i O-mn_mte gunﬁgh :

_ _ZMeanwhile, AT
 attacked an Army detach-
ment in Barangay Tappa, San

fCagayan and ermo_ 1ast .
week that "left a soldzer’ dead

P

14
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E The: mzhtary on Monday saiditis’
: pursumg suspected New People 5
; sl =

. cyclc when ta.ken' b

i killed Frid manencoun— o S .

' 'iernﬁifhasimops D?tahye Sth . NPA 1cbels in" Baranigay Pobi

" Pattation under the 403 Tnfantry., - cion, Valenicia City, Bulidnon
Btigade, brigade spokesperson Cap- Paredes “was'on RNR [rest _
tamNorman Tagros said. recreation] and was preparing for -

ot -'msret:remen

“pened jist as the NPA fighters ™
* . raided a security agency office,
while- their comrades set up ‘a’
blockade on a portion of the high-
way in that area last Friday.

j on May 51 the outskzrts Q _
'Lagaslasan, ‘Barangay Kulaman '
Malaybalay City, Bulkidnon.
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: 2 sho _;
. guns at, dalav.v.aug carb el

Og"ng mga miyer
. 'brong New People” .y
(NPA) S'aMBtl D GO

o : _tNagpapatuloy pa’ ang:.
: ° CAIEL, 0T wrstit operat
el hg NPA s Sanllang mxhpfar (Bfewhax.!g]i;sal]:)g
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ng nawalan
~gutom? ¥to baangsoc:al;usncengNPA"-Tama si Defer
Chief, Delfin Lorenzana, ang NPAay “anti-progress, anfj--
o development and anti-people”. Huwagpo nating snporté-
.- han ang mga NPA nzito. Salot po sila sa atmg llpunan i
AN}JREWA. DANTIS Maﬁ,DavaoCtty o :
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By MiCHAEL PU NONGBAYAN

Tl'us Vear s Eahkatan exerac:e betWeen_

: because it wxlI concentrate on humamtar-;_:'
-ian assistance, disaster: respﬁnse (HADR)'___

and counteri:ermnsm

L ”i th;m}< we have to devote mnre re—'

sources and fime 1o tins kmd of activity

B and aiso to counterterron sm,’ " he sa;d dur~' :

Us AmbaSbador Sung Kim deSLrlbed'

thzs year's exercises, set to run from May
8 to' 19, as proof of the strong military
partnersl’up and frlends}up between the
two nations.

He said Amencan and Filipino soldiers
would Jearn a lot from the activities that
have been lined up to “help save lives and
rebuild devastated communities.”

“But from my perspective, it's more
than that. Balikatan has a very special

meaning for the embodiment of our ro- -

bust bilateral relationship and reflects not
only our strong military partnership but
also the deep friendship between our two
peoples,” Kim added.

Lorenzana related that he has talked
with the defense ministers of China, Rus-
sia and those of the Middle East and all
their concerns centered on terrorism.

: terr;ional defense and mérltlme %ecurrtv,i:
-is timgi& and w1II put more attenhon on"

- deliver @ much-stronger seto
challenges and react more qu1ck1y

7T think it's a ‘global threat. I think:

| Amenua is also buckling both. at home'
‘ar And so'this year's xercise:
- provic : -of-the -
~ Philippines and the US armed forces the
* necessaty. capability traimng in respond» -
_disasters. and -rescue Dperatwm -

'-ab.road
des both the Armed: Forc

ticipation’ of 2, bUU Us SOIdlBI‘% nd 2,800°
Filipino soldiers who will work together

in addrESSmg 4 disaster scenariowherein

asiiper storm hits the cnuntr‘, and devas— '

tatés Mei‘ro Manlla et
_.For K1m_- '

-and effectively. -

He said American and Fﬁxpmo s0l-
diers would be “training shoulder to
shoulder, as friends, partriers and al-
lies” and along the way “build trust and
relationships that will help them deal
effectively together with the full range

- of challenges here in the Phﬂlppmcs

and beyond.”
Balikatan exercise dn‘ectors Lt Gen.

" Oscar Lactao of the AFP and Lt. Gen. Law-

rence Nicholson of the US armed forces
both explamed that while the previous

exercises focused on territorial defense :

i
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BALIKATAN OPEN ING . From left): Bahkatan 2017 codlrec_tor E_t Oscar Lac‘cao of the Armed Forces of the Phlhppmes

Sung Y. ' Defense S

By Phlhpc.’fubeza _' o
@pctubezaENQ

The annual mﬁitary exermses. :
the Philippines, calied "Ba-
likatan [shoulder-to-shoulder],”
opened in Quezon City on Mon-
day, but on a smaller scale, amid
the government’s declared piv-
ot to China and Russia.

Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana led the opening cer-
emonies of the 33rd Philippine-
US Balikatan military exercises
at Camp Aguinaldo.

Exercise Balikatan 2017,
which will run from May 8 to 10,
was scaled down from almost
10,600 soldiers last year to 5,400
troops but will alsa include 80
troops from Australia, 20 from
Japan and observers from
Southeast Asian countries.

The trainings will be held in
Fort Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija;
Casiguran, Aurora; Upi, Isabela;
Guiuan, Eastern Samar; and

PHOE OF THE ARMY CHIEF

ry Delfm Lo

Camp Agumaldo in Quezon C1ty
“Let us [keep] in mind that

© we are doing this exercise as a
tool for peace- building .. _
“the United . States and Philip-.

May

pines continue to have stronger
ties and bilateral refationship.
Allow me to express my appre-
ciation to the US troops who are
here. We are thankful for your
demonstration of friendship
and goodwill,” Lorenzana said.
“Balikatan is obviously a
very important military exer-
cise. But from my perspective,
it’s more than that,” said US
Ambassador Sung Kim.
“Balikatan is a very special
meaningful embodiment of our
robust bilateral relationship
and reflects not only our strong
mititary partnership but also
the deep friendship between
our two peoples,” Kim added.
This year’s exercises will fo-
cus on humanitarian aid and
disaster response (HADR) and
counterterrorism, compared to

last year s emphams on ternto»
rial defense.

“The political authorities
prov1de us guidance. The prtox—
Aty of {Pres1dent Dus:exte}

HADR and counterterroriém so
that’s the thing we are focusing
fon)” said Lt. Gen. Oscar Lac-
tao, codirector of the exercise
for the Philippines.

Lt. Gen. Lawrence Nichol-
son, the exercise codirector for
the US, said American soldiers
were not disappointed with the
scaled-down exercises.

“I can tell you that every
Marine, sailor, soldier that's
coming for the exercise are not
disappointed,” Nichclson said.

“Again, the scope of this
vear's exercise has changed
and HADR and counterterror-
ism are two critically impor-
fant areas of concern for both
of cur nations, for all other na-
tions,” he said.

“I think there's a lot of work
to be done. There’s a lot of shar-

mg of techniques tacths and

procedures so we're excited by

‘thework that'we're going to do,

siand fwef think in the years ghead.
s -there will.be -different focuses n

for Balikatan,” Nicholson added.
The exercises were scaled
down on the orders of
Mr. Duterte, who was angered
by US criticisma of his war
against drugs. -
During his visit to China last
year, Mr. Duterte also said he
wanted to chart a more inde-
pendent foreign policy from
Washington. _
But Foreign Affairs Under-
secretary Ariel Abadilla said the
defenise cooperation between
Manila and Washington was “not
aimed at any particular country.”
“The defense cooperation
between the Philippines and the
United States is a longstanding
arrangement not aimed at any
particular country or group of
countries,” Abadilla said. —with
AREPORT FROM AFP INO
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sought to weaken ties.
WIﬂJ the Umted States, the Phil-
ippines® mutual defense treaty
paitner and former colonial rul--

er that he has said is diminishing .

as a global superpower, 7 -
-The 12-day “Balikatan” ‘war

games that opened on’ Monday. B
will involve fewer than’ half

‘he number of soldiers than in
2015, when they were steered
oy Duterte’s pro-American pre-
lecessor, Benigno Aquino.

- There will alsc be no focus
m boosting the Philippines’
naritime- defense capabilities,
vhich in previous years had
een widely seen as a show of

forcefully on the temtonal oW,
: electmg to instead pursue closer

-8y cal and mIIItaIy_: :
' '-..leader ‘and ‘is also expected this -

" month to travel to Moscow for a

Stand
. TODAY

eifmg,
pto Beijing Iast

'year Duterte, . a' self-described

socialist, annotnced that He was
in-the “ideological flow” of Chi-
na’s communist rulers.

Much of Duterte’s triticism
appeared to have been triggered
by American criticism of his
drug war, which has claimed
thousands of lives and been

ud

- “condemned by tights groups as'a”
* possible erime against humanity,
-~ Focus on China, Russia -
- Duterte._responded to criti~ -
~... ‘cism’ from then-US President

" ‘Barack Obama by describing
him using an ‘offensive epithet

1d threat ning: to sever defense

“der {Obama’s successor, Donald
_' Trump, bt Duterte has continued
_to signal his preference for build--
" ing stronger relations with China

and Russia. ..

Duterte is due next Week to. ..
isit China for a second time as

meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

Duterte last week said he may
be too busy to accept an invita-
tion by Trump to visit Washing-
ton, even though no date had been
proposed for the trip,

Previous editions of the Ba-
likatan exercises involved large-

Page.

'scale jmnt operatlons i or near

“and disaster relief, the heads of

_sa;d at the opening’ ceremony '_at-_r .

" troops, according. to both sides;

this. .yedr’s Balikatan; Lieutenant

the South China Seay which Chi
na claims neaﬂy in its; ent:rety ;
This year the sxercises will .
focus only on counter-terrorism

the Philippine and US delegations -

ican soldiers and 2 800 Fihpmo :

This i$ down from 12,000 inthe
2015 edition of Bahkatan which "
means shounlder-to-shoulder
The American -co-director .of .

General - -Lawrence . Nicholson, |
said the US military hoped the i
exercises would grow again in film_' i
ture editions. :

“If you lock back on 33 years
of Balikatan, they are all dif-
ferent. There are any mumber of
ways it can change, It can be big- i
ger, it can be smaller, We hope it
gets bigger,” Nicholson told e~
porters.
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: :mere resources and time to this kmd

terronsm I talked o 'the defense

Jnisters of China, Russta and all -

the defense ministers all over inthe

ded e East and the concernis -

ferrorism; I think it's a’ ‘global
. dhreat,” the Defense nffwu
(Stressed

Lorenzana saad the fotus on d.l"ztl
tez‘romsm eperatmns by both US and

the Philippines in the ongoing

. of activity -and also 1o -counter -

“looking. forward aga.m a8} said - ¢
- HADR and countererrorism are two
*“critically important sreas of coneern - it
- for both of our- nations; for-all other -
‘nations, 80 1 think there's & lnt of
“work to-be :done;” he noted.
- “There’s .4 lot-of sharmg of .
teghnigues..and’ tactics and .-
‘procedures so we're: excited by the’
~work that we:are gomg to .do, and
" yes abisolutely we think in the years™
ahead there wx]l be d}fferent -

Reyes said.

“7eThe US ‘seeks interoperal ility
"between their armed forces ‘and
- QTS ‘so that they can-involve the -
AFP in US;nstxgatect conflwts,” he

' .added e :
Part:mpamlg troops mvoive 2 600
. American soldiers and 2, 800 Filipino
';counterparts comipared to -a -total
‘of 19000 i1 "thé 2016 edition’ of

Bahkatan ‘fed ‘l'uvera, A!-'P and PNA
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to-shigulder military exercises,

Unitéd States formally started yes-

.The: 33rd: Exercise. Bailkatan-
hetween the Philippines and :the ...
Sonly
térday at the AFP Commissioned
Officers -Club -ini Camp Aguinalto,”

:‘Quezon Ctty e

diers;= 2,800 Fihpmms -and.2,6000:
Ariericans: = are - participating “in":

this year's ‘Balikatan -or shoulder-’._ _
i paz’tlc:pate in’ counter—terronsm

~drills but -on Humamtarian Agsis-: -
farice and Dlsaster Rel;ef actw:ttes-:--:

Sayson satd that tﬁey IWI

He also sa;d that the AFP has.

Cinvited ‘military forces from several EoE
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-._;Sah1ron s surrender {5 W
seen to decimate the group,’--_"recover . S
with only Hatib Ha]an Saw- - ‘Galvez. sald the mnrale of
adjaarias its leader. - © 0 soldiers are boosted whenev-
Galvez said 60 mllxtants * er the Prestdent visits ground
have been killed, 13 ar- troops aﬂd wounded soldiers.:
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 terrorists who may be in <
CTocalrebels © o

Gen.

ppines (AFP)
Felimon.

ves yesterday.
siire after he.

was asked about the presence of foreign

olfusion with

s 'Mal'ziv'siaﬁ'-a’u’théfiﬁes, : he' ':ad&e:ci dis-

tter the counfry:

at least 27 hostages. .
" AFP chief of staff Gerleral

~covered that terrorists “have een using .

akers that the Duterte

‘against the Abu Sayyaf bandits has beer
intensified, although they arestill holding

Eduardo Afic

¢aid the Abu Sayvaf has been attempting
*to expand its terrorist activittes outside

_central Mindanao to show
erations are getting wider.

that their op-

It even targeted Metro Manila, he
added, but government forces were able

~ to thwart their attempts. -

" The Abu Sayyaf's operations allegedly
remain largely in central Mindanao, pa-
ticularly in Lanao province where theban-

~ dit group has established it

s stronghold.

Reports said that foreign terrorists are
being coddled by the Abu Sayyaf and
other rebel groups in Basilan, Sulu and

Central Mindanao.
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Reopen pmbe of junk PAF choppers

9% he UH-1D chopper that
crashed in Tanay, Rizal, on
Thursday, killing the pilot
# and two crew members,
was among the defective heli-
copter shipment foisted upon
the Philippine Air Force {PAF)
by then Defense Secretary
Voltaire Gazmin during the ad-
ministration  of  President
Noynoy Kuyakoy.
Another chopper from the

"same baich crash-landed after

catching fire over Sarangani
province in November last year.
Fortunately, no one was injured
inthat crash.

A total of 13 choppers were
bought from Rice Aircraft Ser-
vices, a run-of-the-mill aircraft

maker in California, at a cost of

P2.1billion.

They were pieces of junk
scavenged from a junkyard of
the German military, shipped to
the Rice Aircraft hangar, pieced
together into helicopters, and
then delivered fo the PAF, ac-

cording to whistleblower Dory
Alvarez, former Rice Alrcraft
representative in the country.

Alvarez, an employee of the
Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR), said the helicopters under-
went further repairs at the PAF
base inside the Clark Ecenomic
Zone in Angeles City. .

There was public furor over
the Alvarez exposé, which led to
an investigation by the Senate
biue ribbon committee.

But the committee, under

" then Sen. T] Guingona, never

reached aresolution.

Aside from Gazmin, the oth-
ers who allegedly financially
benefited from the purchase
were then Defense Undersecre-
tary Fernando Manalo, former
Defense  Assistant Secretary’
Patrick Velez, then Brig. Gen.
Conrado Parra, and then PAF
chief Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Delgado,
acrording to Alvarez.

Parra, then chair of the Air

0
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Force technical work’ing group
that received the choppers, is
now PAF vice commander.

Since Gazmin and Noynoy
are no longer arcund, there's no
reason for the Air Force to con-

tinue flying those fink choppers.

The Senate should reopen
the investigation and file
charges against those respon
sible.

Must there be loss of more

‘soldiers’ lives before those Jﬁl’lk;;
choppers are grounded? '

Alvarez was then placed by:
‘Guingona under the Witness:
Protection Program. :
But she’s no longer under

. the protective mantle’ of the

government. ;

Some motorcycle-riding:
gunman might just pop a few:
rounds to silence her, ;

Lawyer Nasser Abinal, the

“UUBIR's revenue district officer

(RDO) in Manila, was allegedly:
the target of the bomb placed:
inside a box which exploded in
his office premises in the Mus-
lim area of Quiapo, Manila.

Abinal’s office as RDO is in
Intramuros, far from the bomb
explosion. . :

Why does Abmai still hold
office in the Muslim area in
Quiapo when he's a BIR official
with an office in Intramuros?

Do you get the drift? NG
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‘Bukidnon Clash | NPA Suffers Another

Casualty

Camp Osito D, Bahian, Malaybalay City (DWDD) — A suspected member of the bandit group New
Peopie's Army died in an armed clash against soldiers of the 8th Infantry Battalion that is
operationally controlled by the 403rd Infantry Brigade of the Army’s 4th Infantry Division yesterday,
May 5, 2017, around 4:30 pm, in the outskirts of Sitio Lagaslasan, Brgy. Kulaman, Malaybalay City,

Bukidnon.

The incident took place after the troops who conducted focused military operations in the area were
fired upon by more or less five (5) armed men. The operations were launched in response to the
complaints of the local residents about the presence of armed men who are constantly threatening
the civilians while asking for food and extorting money from the residents. Recovered from the
possession of said bandit who died during the clash were one (1) bandoleer with four (4) magazines
of AK-47 rifle loaded with 83 rounds of ammunition, an lcom radio charger, and several subversive
documents. The identity of the bandit is yet to be identified as locat officials of the nearest barangay
are currently retrieving the cadaver of said suspected NPA member while the 8th Infantry Battalion
have aiready coordinated with the PNP Crime Laboratory (SOCO) of Bukidnon for proper
examination of the cadaver. Meantime, no casualties on the government side were reported.

Earlier, operating troops of the 8th Infantry Battalion engaged in a separate armed clash within the
same vicinity around 10:45 am, May 5, 2017, when a group of armed men who are believed to be
coming from the same bandit group fired upon the soldiers. No casualties on the government side
were reported during the armed encounter while bloodstains were seen by the troops along the

bandits’ withdrawal route.

Meanwhile, in San Fernando, Bukidnon, another armed clash between soldiers of the 8th Infantry
Battalion and suspected NPA bandits took place earlier on May 5, 2017, around 6:30 am, in a
forested area near Sitio Salumayag, Brgy. Halapitan of said town. The troops responded {c the
reports of local residents near the area about the presence of an armed group who are threatening
the civilians and while the troops were nearing the place, they were fired upon by more or less 10
armed men. Said bandits scampered towards different directions when the troops fired back. No
casualties on the government side were reported during the encounter that lasted for about 10
minutes while the troops were able to recover one (1) US Garand Rifle, one (1} US Carbine Rifie and

one (1) rifle grenade from the bandit group.

Colonel Eric C Vinoya, Commander of the 403rd Infantry (Peacemaker) Brigade, 41D, PA,
commended the troops of the 8th Infantry Battalion for yielding positive results in doing their task and
assured the people of Bukidnon on the Brigade's commitment to secure the communities against
threat and intimidation of the NPA. He also offered his sympathies to the family and relatives of the
suspected NPA member who lost his life, In his statement, he mentioned, */ congratulate our
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Dependable soldiers of the 8th Infantry Battalion for successfully doing their task in securing the
people, most especially our Lumad communities. However, we also would like to condole with the
family and reiatives of the suspected NPA member who died during the encounter. It is very
unfortunate that such a meaningless loss of life would have to happen just because of the continued
ferroristic acts of the NPA and their leaders that threaten our people in the community. We also want

“our peopleto know that we will-have nolet-up-in-our focused military operations if-only {0 -86CUIE-OUF . v

communities from threats of intimidation, extortion, arson, kidnapping, murder and other terroristic
and criminal acts of the NPA bandif group. 403rdiBde / MCAG
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CAPTURED | NPA Top Leader nabbed after

‘raid of Police Outpost

CAMP MELCHOR F DELA CRUZ, Upi, Gamu, isabela~"David Soriano a.k.a. Colly and Jerome
Antonio, the top leader of the Komiteng Rehiyon ng Hilagang Sitangan Luzon of the CPP/NPA, was
actually captured in a pursuit operation launched by our troops immediately after they harassed the

isolated outpost of the PNP in Amulung, Cagayan.

The Amulung PNP harassment franspired at around 5:00 PM but was followed by the capture of
Communist Terrorist Leader(CTL) Soriano at around 5:45 PM last May 04, 2017 by the joint forces
of 17" Infantry Battalion Soldiers and Pefiablanca Police Municipal Office at the National Highway of
Brgy Camasi, Pefiablanca, Cagayan. The apprehension of Soriano will finally give justice to their
victims and to the Cagayanos who suffered the most with their atrocities,”says Captain Jefferson
Somera, 51D spokesperson on the statement released on how the actual events unfolded last May

04, 2017.

The joint checkpoint operations setup by the Army and PNP that caught David Soriano and his
companion, Jude Cipriano, was part of the pursuit operations of the government forces upon learning

of the incident in Amulung, Cagayan.

Meanwhile, MGen Paul T Atal, D.P.A.AFP, 51D Commander, condemned the incident questioning the
sincerity of the communist terrorists/NPAs in the ongoing peace negotiation. “This incident has
clearly placed doubts as to the sincerity of the rebels in the ongoing peace talks. Nevertheless, the
5% Infantry Division will continue to reach out to our misguided Filipino brothers and sisters to lay
down their arms and abandon their armed struggle for the sake of Peace for Development to follow.
These atrocities are counter-productive fo the development of our region.”"MGen Atal

commented. 5DPAQ [ MCAG
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PEACE THREAT | NPA Atrocities Hampers Growth
_of the People of Region 2

CAMP MELCHOR F DELA CRUZ, Upi, Gamu, Isabela (DWDD) ~The series of attacks Committed
by the Communist Terrorists (CTs) in the Provinces of Quirino and Cagayan last week had created

negative impressions in the region of Cagayan Valiey.

The incident in Amulung, Cagayan last May 4, 2017 coincided with the conduct of the News
Conference of the National Statistics Office, Region 2.In the said occasion, NSO Region 2 declared
the slow growth of the Region, which is 3.3 percent in 2016, against the 4.1 percent in 2615.The NSO
had acknowledged the importance of looking into the security side, although it was not included in the

presentation.

MGEN Paul T Atal, D.P.A. AFP, Commander of 5i[), was actually looking at the economic
implications of the attacks in the region.“The series of attacks perpetrated by the Communist Terrorist
against the people and the PNP personnel of Region 2had adverse effectsto the desired development
of the region due to its economic implication” MGen Atal said.“Their criminal acts had driven away
probable investors that could have created jobs and opportunities for the people; jobs and
opportunities necessary to uplift the lives of the ordinary people.”,MGen Atal added.

The CTs are claiming that they were working for the advancement of the interest of the people, yet
they are continuously hindering the development of the people of Region 2."l appeal to the people of
Region 2 to work hand-in-hand in denouncing these anti-development atrocities of the CTs. Let us
encourage themto abandon their armed struggle and help in supporting deveiopment of our beloved
country. Filipinos fighting each other should stop and instead, for us to prepare for the external threat
which is far a more serjous problem. Let us likewise explore ways on how wecould end our
differences in peaceful ways at the soonest possible time.”, MGen Atal further stated.

Good day sir. Permission to make statement, sir. Sir, regarding po sa concept the PR natin, ok napo
na hinde bangitin o the details, kasi alam napo ng iahat ang mga detalye tungkol sa magkasunod na
atake sir, dagdag na mainit pa yung balita, sir. With regards po sa effect sir, naka pasok napo sa
statement ni Com5. Na mas gusto po ng mge media friends, kasi gagawin nilang reference, kumpara
po sa plain text lang. Regarding naman po sa statement ni Com5 sir, idinagdag ko po yung guidance

nya, na palaging isama sa PR kung kaya pa, yung pag himuk sa mga CTs na magsurrender, sir.

idea ko lang po sir, kapag ipinasok po natin lahat ng details, hinde po magkakasya sa 1 page. Sabi
po kasi ng mga media, kapag sumobra sa 1 page ang PR, hinde napo nita pinapansin sir. Mahalaga
po sir, yung statement ni Com5 na kahit papaano sir, regional ang concept focus po sa operational
side ng issue, rather than tactical side sir. Salamat po sir. CPT SOMERA, Acting Chief,

DPAO. 5DPAO / MCAG
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AFP sees no SIS, Maute links to Quiapo blasts

Armed Forces of the Philippines chief General Eduarto Afio echoes earlier statements of the PNP and Malacafiang that terrorists were

0L behing ThE B O OIS o e———

NO TERROR LINKS. AFP chief General Eduardo Afio attends a briefing with lawmakers on May 8, 2017.

Photo by Mara Cepeda/Rappler
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief General Eduarde Afio said the military has not seen any

evidence linking the recent twin explosions in Quiapg. Manila to the Istamic State (ISIS) or to the local
Maute Group.

"So far, sir, we haven't seen any connection to 1818 or Maute because the target is an imam... There are
some factions that are at odds with this imam,” Afo said during a briefing with the House commitiee on

national defense and security on Monday, May 8.

The AFP and Department of National Defense were briefing lawmakers on the state of security in the
country as well as the status of the AFP modernization program.

"We are wailing, sir. for the investigation of the PNP (Philippine National Police). There are some
nersonalities identified with Maute or the ASG {Abu Sayvaf Group), but that doesn't conclude that an

IS1S cell is existing," added Ano.

Two blasts struck the densely-populated Quiapo district on May 8, leaving 2 dead and € injured.

Police believe imam Nasser Abinal was the likely target of the attack, possibly due to personal reasons, his

work, or his religion.

On April 28, an improvised explosive device also went off in Quiapo, injuring at least 14 people. The Manila
police already nabbed one of the 4 suspects.

The Quiape blasts were claimed by ISIS, but the PNP declared that there is not enough evidence to blame the
incidents on the intermnational terror group.

Malacafiang has called for calm and urged the public to stop spreading "news from unverified sources.”
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1st PH-US Balikatan exercises under Duterte open

. (UPDATED) The annual activity adjusts to President Rodrigo Duterte’s orders: Baiikatan 2017 exercises will
not focus on external defense or maritime security o

JOINT DRILLS CONTINUE. Philippine and US officials link arms at the opening ceremony of Balikatan 2017.
Photo by Jeff Digma/Rappler

{(UPDATED) - After months of uncertainty, they made it.

Up to 2,600 American soldiers are in the Philippines to join the Balikatan 2017 exercises with 2,800 of their
Filipino counterparts, an annual activity that President Redrigo Duterte wanted scrapped last year as he

threatened o cut ties with the United States.

A ceremony was held at 9 am on Monday, May 8, inside the Philippine military headquarters Camp Aguinaido
to formally start activities that wili keep the ties between the two miiitaries strong.

The ceremony was attended by Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, US Ambassador to the
Philippines Sung Kim, Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines Kazuhide Ishikawa, Philippine Foreign
Undersecretary Ariel Abadilla, and Armed Forces of the Philippines chief General Eduardo Afo.

Kim said Balikatan is an "important military exercise" that has become a "meaningful embodiment of strong
patnership” between the Philippines and the US.

Afo underscored the long history of cooperation, fighting together during World War 1I, Korean War, Vietnam
War, and the current giobal! fight against terrorism.

"Balikatan literally means shoulder to shoulder... Our armed forces have continously shared ordeals that have
strengthened our bond. it is an avenue for us to enhance cooperation between our military forces and an

opportunity fo test and validate our forces' inter-operability,” Afio said.
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The annual Balikatan exercises are aimed at making sure the militaries can work jointly in the event the two
countries need to activate the Mutual Defense Treaty, a 66-year-old treaty that binds them to come to each

other's defense if one or the other's sovereignty is threatened.

Duterte, known for his anti-US rhetoric since he was mayor, had said he wants the Philippines to be
“indepsrident of its former colonizer. A staunch critic T US presencein‘the Philippines, he-is warming ties with--
China and Russia. (READ: Duterte's pivot to China won't be easy for Americanized PH military)

Adjusting to China

iMTANT EXERC!S. U sador fo hil:p,oines Sung Kimm underscores deep es betwesr the
two countries. Photo by Jeff Digma/Rappler

Duterte was persuaded to allow the exercises to continue so far, but adjustments were made to follow his
orders. There are no more exercises in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), for example.

Exercises in the West Philippine Sea were the highlight of Balikatan exercises in recent years, providing an
opportunity to send China a message amid its aggressiveness in the disputed waters. (READ: The ‘last' war

games in the West Philipping Sea)

Regular activities in previous Balikatan exercises included amphibious landing drills coming from the West
Philippine Sea and live fire drills that involved training Filipinos tc operate long-range missiles.

The commander of the Western Command, the military unit responsibie for the West Philippine Sea, was also
previously tapped to be exercise director.

This time, no more. Instead of joint exercises on external defense and maritime security, Balikatan 2017 will
focus on humanitarian assistance and disaster response, and combating terrorism.

Lieutenant General Oscar Lactao, the exercise director, said this is the direction that Duterte wants io take.
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AMERICAN MARINES. Lisutenant General Lawrence Nichofson of the US 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force is
Balikatan exercise co-director. Photo by Jeff Digma/Rappler
Disaster preparedness

They will conduct mass casualty evacuation, urban search and rescue, underwater demolition, and fighting
terrorism, among other activities to be held in the provinces of Samar, Cagayan, Isabela, Aurora, and Nueva
Ecija.

Balikatan spokesman Major Celeste Sayson said the objective is to show that the Philippines is ready fo
address calamities, learning a lot from its experience with destructive Super Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) that
killed arcund 6,000 people in 2013,

Exercises will also be held in Guiuan, Eastern Samar, where Yolanda made landfall. (READ: Soldiers of the

worid unite for Haiyan victims)

A few dozen participants from Australiz and Japan will alsc participate in the exercises.

Among the assets that the Philippine military will use in the joint exercises is the brand new BRP Tarlac,
currently the biggest ship in the navy's inventory. The strategic sealift vessel {SSV) can serve as a base of

operations at sea.

STRONG TIES. Philippine Foreign Undersecretary Ariel Abadilla reads the speech of Philippine Foreign
Secretary Enrigue Manalo. Photo by Jeff Digma/Rappler
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Australia, Japan participate in Balikatan exercises

Australia.is the.only.other country, aside from.[JS, that has a visiting forces agreement with the Philippines ...

TREATY ALLY. Australian has 80 soldiers participating in this year's Balikatan exercises. Rappler photo
Eight other militaries, including the armed forces of Australia and Japan, are in the Philippines to

participate in the annual Balikatan exercises between Philippines and the US.

Up to 2,800 Filipino soldiers and 2,600 American soldiers are participating in the exercises.

Australia is the only other country, aside from US, that has a visiting forces agreement with the
Philippines. It sent 80 of its soldiers to participate in special operations exercises, according to

exercise director Lieutenant General Oscar Lactao.

Japan has a memorandum of defense cooperation and exchanges with the Philippines. It sent 20 of is
forces to participate mainly in exercises on humanitarian assistance and disaster response, Lactao

said,
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MOA ON DEFENSE COOPERATION. Japan sent 20 soldiers fo participate in the 2017 Balikatan Exercises,
Rappier photo

Australia and Japan, both allies of the US are among the countries that have been heipmg the thhppmes beef

“rupits military capabilities

In 2015, Australia donated 2 supply ships to the Philippine Navy.

In March 2017, Japan transferred to the Philippine Navy 2 TC-90 trasnport planes. (READ: Smal! planes for
PH Navy signail Japan's growing security role)

The previous Aguino administration also wanted a visiting forces agreement with Japan, but this has so far not
been raised in the new government of President Rodrigo Duterte.

The other countries sent observers: United Kingdom. South Korea, Timor Leste. Brunei, and Thailand,

Singapore.

This year's Balikatan exercises will focus on humanitarian assistance and disaster response and fighting

terrorism.
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