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Watch FanahenTV on DIRH News Television
from Monday to Friday o 11:00 AM and 5:00 PM, :

Cend via Pilipinas HD af 6:00 AM, 6:30 PM and 7:00 PM.
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' :.qu_aiify.'a'sifa's"cfa_ __ihi_és_:;_-;m_c’e
she is not the Teast guilty‘and
15 in fact accused of being the

mastermind of the PDAF seam
' ~-all came from her. If what she
would say will be coupled
. with documents, then there

o Aguirre said he has started
discussion about the reirives.
tgation of the pork barrel cases

_ with former Manila councilor

- Hesaid, however, that the
credibility “of Napoles would "

still depend on her'statements.
- -"She should have knowl-.

edge of everything because it

Turn to Page 12
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(056): "ursumg the. acqultt
o efNapo 5,

. : o wit
L Office of the Solmtor Genera_

was "reaIly the
the' OHG and :

explained. -

Aguirre furthPr pomted out’
. that Napoles; despite her ac-
quittal in the serious illegal

detention case, would remain

detained because of the pend-
~ing non-bailable plunder cases

against her in the Sand1gan-
. bayan.* '

tenced to 40 years in prison
by Makati City Regional Trial
Court (RTC) Branch 150 Judge
Elmo Alameda for defaining
Luy, her cousin and employee,
from December 2012 until

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add; oacpé.army

Do : 0
o _:the SC, the SelGen really hasi._
" discretion 00 what to do,” he_ﬁ

In 2015, Napoles was sen-

grantec

erdlet of tth RTC.

hilipp:

A

mother of all injustices.”

- CBCP:Public Affairs Com- ..
rmttee executive secretary Fr. .
Jerome Secillans -said follow-

ing thé CA decision, “Let's

just hope that the acquittal .
(will) not have an impact (on).
somie of her other cases. If it .
“does, then it’s going to be the

L

‘mother of all injusstices’.

“With all the bogus founda--

tions she put up, I guess those
are overwhelming indication
not only of an intent to steal

from government eoffers but

of thievery itself with the con-
nivance of some unscrupulous

IS ppeal ﬁledji
 Napoles and’ versed fhe"f

"nor: heid agamst hls

Silnapo
“pork barrel” cases woulci be t‘ne '__.
1 retrea’c house::

.:-.-*Qne of her visitors told

“As regards’ Agmrre 8 .state{

‘ment that the DOJ is looking
“at-using. Napoles as-a state
‘witness inthe PDAF scam, her

lead defense .counsel Stephen
David said his-client had al-
ways wanted tobe one.

“If you remembex,. {mm the
start, she has been saying that
she wants the Filipino people
o know what really happened
but they didn’t want it because
there were administration al-

celebrate the legal vittory and
' " described. Napoles as ”happv :
hop '-Conference of the

es (CBCP) bewailed -

20t 2@gymail.com - Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Local; 5285, 5285
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P
o He stressed there were_-
3 closed circuit television:
(CCTV) footages and testi=
mony-from priests showing’
that Luy was never.detained: - ¢
to theirlaims:

-And contrary:
- of the Office of the Ombuds-

" ‘man, David said the acquittal-

of Napoles in the serious illegal _
.DBM officials Rosario Nufiez,

. Lalaine Paule and Marilou
Bare; Marivic Jover and Con~

detention charges would have
a big impact on the plunder,

graft and other cases she and "

the lawmakers are facing be-
fore the Sandiganbayan.
“If you were able to follow

ay that he is tellmg (the tl‘uth)*_:i O

here when other Wlmesses s

-This time, the Offi

Omibudsian sazd the 90 day
preventive suspension order -
‘stemmed from the cases filed

against former Association
of Philippine Electric Coop-
eratives party-lst Iawmaker
Edgar Valdez. * :

Also suspended were

suelo Lilian Espitritu from the

- Technology Resource Center

{TRC); Salvador Salacup and

| ZREC, Nabcor and NLDC-"'
officials, some of whom have
“already been dismissed from

government service, have been -
previousty issued preventive
suspension orders because

.. of the other cases they are.
facing in alleged connivance

with various other former and
incumbent lawmakers also ac-

cased of being involved in the

pork barrel anomaly.’
-~ With Evelyn Macaxran
Paolo Romero
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EDFF?EE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: o2

‘Euirope’ and elsewhere pay' fa-
ml;tatcrs in the thppmes to
sexually abuse children, &ven
babies, directing’ theif” moves
through onlme hvestreaming
SEI’VICES ;

““This relahvely new: ‘crime,
webcam sew tonnsm is spread-

mg rap;diy
#The Umted Natwns de—
scr;bes alarmmg growth . of

new forms of ¢hild sexual ex-
ploitation online,”, .
The FBi says :ts epxdermc
and that at any given moment,
750,000 child predaﬁors are on-
Iine. i

o romputer

OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC Al tive ;mages E

‘There was no chlldren m

_front of.the cam. in,my. house
ot even dressed, as far as.I

know, 7ot even with their frxg—

L ging mothers as far as I know

he said.; :
~ But he sald the images and

..vzdeos might have: slipped in
when ‘he downldaded massive
files using BitTorrent, a data -

tool used legitimately by aca-
demics and artists, but also by
child pornographerb

FB] ®agents * Jooking ° for
abusers search BitTorrent to
‘spot people sharmg explmta—

-.Cybersex model i

yedr-old “Cassie : described “her

* ordeal. AP did not iis¢ her whole

name to protect het privacy.
.- The youngest daughter in

: an 1mpover1shed famlly, _Cassm

“believed the man who came to

: her village promising a better

. life if she'd go to the mty with
h1m ‘She'was1a.

. Within. months 'the man .

"bleached her

- straightened her hair, and be-

@gm

dark . skin,

gan wakmg her at 4 .am. to
‘work.: : .
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s Burinthe tranqu garden of
. -a shelter for sexual exploitation
L survivors-gh Kilometers :south
© of /Deakin’s’ town - house, 19-
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_Offlc:lals at both. ends

.. The proliferation of crimes,”
& _.alcng with new mandatory re- -
" porting,-led ‘1o 8.2 milliont re-
‘ports fast year to the National "
Center for Missing and Exploit-
“ed Children’s . CyberTipline re-
lated to online child sexual ex-
pio:tatmn '
- That compares wxrh 8 3 mﬂ—
“lon reports in the 17 years pri-
0T, e RIS T i

: : !
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in Bukidnon clash

L TWO ‘NewPeople’s rebels,
one of them tagged “in the

- Killing of 2 toWwn mayot, wete
Killed ina fircfight Friday with

| government forcesin Malayba-

lay City in Bukidnon, the ndli-

taty reported yesterday. .
© “The soldiers from the Army’s

ath Infantry Battaiion were

“on a combat operation in the
' _hihtcﬂahds of Sitio Lamana,
Barangay
“clashed with an undetermined
pumber of rebels, said 1Lt Er-

Kilalabag when they

win Bugarin, civil mititary op-
crations officer of the §th 1B.
" After the firefight, soldiers

secovered the body of one of

~¢he rebels, identified as Jimmy

Sante, Ama. Bugatin said the

enilitaty received feports that
another rebel died in the en~
 counter but his body was taken .

by his ficeing comra
in sad Amas fame

des.
Bugarin
fly members confirmed that the

body belonged to their lovedone.

“The siain
terrotist) was tagged as one of
the suspects in the murder of
the Jate Mayor Mario T. Okin-
lay.of Irripasugong,'Buiddﬂon...
Jummy Arna has & warrant of as-
rest for this case,” said Bugarin.

Okinlay was kilied by 2 group
of armed men in Impasugong io

CT (compmmuunist

Tuly 2014, The NPA later owned
the killing, ~ Victor Reyes S

Bl
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ng 0DS ¢
clashed with more o les 0'arme _.:mo f le_s__s 30 arm
'about 11 a'm. Monday.: Firefight

. NPA terronsts ataround 10a.m
fi "abcut 1 'mxnutes

htlasted forabout 30 - Iz
ebels fled to-
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7 Abu Sayyaf men surrender in Sulu

SEVEN members of the Abu
: " Misaya :
4. The- two-othets, Princibal Ab-
- dani“and Annu Asdrajl; ‘afe nnder
“qub-léader Tormas Tdjas. =

Sayyaf surrendered to the ‘ili-
Ctary in Luukfown it “Sulu on’
Monday:" 2o o

“Their sursendered because” Of
hardship and 2 leadezship “prob-

lem within ‘the movement, ac-

cording 16 Brig. Gen. Ciglito

Sobejana, commander of the mili-
tary’s Joint Task Force Sulu. -

Five of those who susrendered.

- identified as Aminula Sakili,
Saharijan Sakili, Hayden Sahidul,
Sattar Sadjal and Orik Samsuraji
o.- were followers of notorious

Abu Sayyaf sub-leader Alhabsy

* Misaya, who is ‘biamed by secuti-
ty officials for fumerous kidnap-
pitig cases, was killed in firefight

“with government forces in Sulu
on Aprit 28.

Sobejana said the seven gut~
rendered to his task force Mon-
day in Sitio Kanjawali, Barangay
Tanda Bato in Luuk town. The
seven brought with themn an M14

0

- Pusing - Out

rifle, an M16 riﬂc.,.an.Ml.Gara'n.d :
tifle, a caliber .45 pistol, 2 caliber
nd assorted amm_i:i— _

.38 revolver,

stadial.de

ing, they admitted that life 15 s
" difficult, ‘plus thete 1§ leadership

* yacuum in the ASG (Abu Sayyaf

group). - They ‘are suffering lo-

gistically and financially. What's

happening, they said, is survival
so they decided toreturn to the
fold,” said Sobejana. :

Sobejana’s  task ‘force
stepped up offensives against the

_Theye are some 300

“has”

"Abu Sagyaf in Sulu, in line with

thc ) fmhfat’y lcadership’s Hmeta-
ble to defeat thie group within the

Sut and in Bastian. Sobejana-ap-
pealéd to-othier Abu Sayyaf mem-
‘bers: to also surtender $o“they -
would be spared in the ongoing
military offensive. . .- :

) o 400 Aba
Sayvaf members in Sulu and Basi-
lan, their main area of operations:

- Vicior Reyes
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ASI‘&pWBhI& alias ‘Ottoh Wahid :
;.ar.IavPlhmta 28, andaresxdentofSﬁm;i} _-__Bohe Pahu Ungkaya Pu

OFFICE OF THE ARIMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email aad: cacpa.armyZ0i2@gmaii.com — Telno. (02) 645.9555 L ocal: 5288, 5295

Arny Core Furpose: Serving the neople. Secunng the land

I




Army Visior: By 2028, e world-class Arm ihat is & source of national pride
845-9555 Local: 5285,5295

r OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmall.com - Tel no. (02)

May 2017 Aﬁii&- %BEL IEE Pagez__Q_

ing Cor .

pen-pit mining n Smo_ Sa]mgkomot;

angayMacambol ‘Mati _fﬁ;ty
% .

: gmxiai Command of the New.
Army successfuli meted out pumtwe

b e skirt reaet:onary 1aws by simply using .
5 _-protected areas of the provm : S gty corporatlonq 1o eontmue their
P Mk 0ro’s nickel Ore-mining op ra-. . extensively extractive mining: practices
.graders and compary vehlcles S tions straddie almost 5,000 hectares of  ~and further destroy the enwronmen "

- The open-plt mmmg company is  the protected areas of Pujada Bay and - Arce claamed : S i
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prﬁvance
" Sanchez satd Mil-Oro’s operations st to
{JOG heciares of the prutected areas of Pmada Bay'an
; Mouzzt Ham&gwtan range, deciared bythe United Natmns
" Fducational, Scientificand Ca;ltura! {}rgamzatmn asd
. World: Heritage Siteln 2014
+ "For almost three years: now Tasses m the surmun&-
ing barangay (wiiages espeaaiiy poor fisher foik whose -
a fivelihood depend an'the area’ s Tich marme bmdnv&rs:ty, :
"_'have been compialnaag agamst he mining operanon :
of Mil-Oro. Many Lumaé ‘and peasant families have also
been displaced to make way for the expansnon ef fts
operation,” he said. L Lo
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. ‘Dawan, an entry’ pomi; to Baran
gay Macambol, where: exploslves

were found ind safe house: 7070

Fifteen “heavily armed rte-

belsaattacked the compotnd of

Mil-Oro Mining Corp. and -itg
general contractoy, Frasec Ven-
tures-Corp., on Saturday‘ ‘They

disarmsd security guards there:
and torched séveral vehicles as”
:said - Chief - Insp.:
Leonilo Lad, Mati C1ty deputv

they " flad,

police chief. . .

The nickel mimng ﬂrm hasa
claim over 5,000 hectares of
minerzals-rich land between two
ecologically protected areas—
the marine sanctuary of Pujada

" for what he clam:xed as'thecom:

| _structive operatlons

burned sevelal structuresin:

Airm's ompound mcludxng a'.'
L _staff “dermitory.

In"a statement R1goberto

" Sanchez, NPA. Southern ‘Min-

danao spokesperson, said the.
attack was a "punitive actzon L

pany's - "environm entally e o

*(This) is a stern Warnzng
against large-scale and foreign

mining companies that not only”™

exploit our nonrenewable re-
sources but also victimize out’

* people in the name of [profit],”

Sanchez said. —rrINSTONLIM INQ
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from her:about
“ment” Cimatirdaid.

“and those suspended and ﬁnd
the'difference.” .

A graduate of P}uhppme"
‘Mititary’ Academy { I’MA)'
‘Class of 1970, Citnata as @
thenjurior officer spearheaded :
inst

of Antique, - Capiz, Aklan a:ad
ﬂDﬁD inlate 1970s: o

From being an T\IPA Rt _
“eér’in Panay Island, Cimidti,
‘whose unit was under direct -

“supervisiot: of the Cebu-based
mmand (Cent ’

‘the Mindanao cam-
paign, later found himself

leading his men against the-

Muslim secessionist move-
ment in Central Mindanao.
“His new job would require
skills of doing a balancing act,
which I know he can handle
well, When before he used
fo do combat with the rebels,
this time he can apply the
skills he learned when he was
a diplomat,” a senior military

He added thathe would try -
review ‘what's left ‘on ‘the
G the fornier DENR sec-
ary, and ‘determine the real -
" gituation, both of the minirig" -
~'companies allowed to operate:

" nirity'to good long-term'plans

: ' “at the DENR.
. operating in the fri-boundary ;
“cenite Sotto TlI'said he- expects
- -Cimatu to have an‘easier hme_'_'

'the CA,’f __Sotto sald

'Gregorm ‘Honasan we1~--
corhed Cimatir's appointment -

“He-is definitely-a good
choicé: T happen to know him-
' all the‘way back to our PMA
" days,” ‘Lacson said -Referring
ne Mzhtary

to”the Philippir
Academy.

‘Honasar siid C1ma£u has'f

the ‘capacity to provide-conti-
" Seniate Maj

than Liopez in the CA'

“But we scrutinize al'.[ ap--

pointees. No issueis ’cr;vmi

President Duterte’s decision -
to appoint Cimatu as DENR-

chief.
A natmnahst par excel-
lence, I am confident that he

will use the law to further the’

interests of the people and
promote sustainable develop-
ments in the country,” Barbers,
chairman of the House of
Representatives’ comumittee or
dangerous drugs, said.
Siguijor Rep. Rav Rocamo-

e Joseph Victor Ejercito
' W1shed Cimatu the best as he
dm1re the passw” _ﬂfor filt after Girni
siment of theformer Lop
il be honored to” eyes
and try to get some . the da

. -ra Ca.].].ea 01‘1 fhe HEW DENR
" chief to give'his support to
“the institutionalization of the

Philippine Extracti
ies-Tran
(PH-EITI)-

s proposed law i8 an important.
olto ensure that the fevenues

Meanwhﬂe, mzhtan’c farm
ers yesterday: conden'med the
appointment of Cimatu. .

sfaterment:

Aritonio Flores.

- “Cimatu is aneophyte toen-
vironmental issues compared
to Gina Lopez. He might have
management capacity given
his military career but he has
no track record in terms of his
stand on social justice, envi-
ronmental protection, indig-
enous people (IP)'s nghts and
pro-poor development,” said

" ‘Rocamora; author of House
Bill 4116 that seeks to estabs mg firms
lish the PH-EIT], said that the

"-Aﬂlance“{CPA): rdared Cim

SDENR secre‘cary‘ 40
- especially ‘on'mining,” -
CCPA secretaly general Abzgaﬂ'--f”
i Anongos '
“Cimatu was among the'_' :
“pioneers and irhplementors - m
“:of the counterinsurgency.pro-,
‘gram Oplan Bantay Laya 1°
duririgthe Arroyo administra-
- tion that killed hundreds.of
fatrmers, workersand activists,
“incduding anti-mining advo-:-
cates;”said the KilusangMag- =
bubukidng P1hpmas (KMP)m;. wted
“oookriowlédge on'th g
“iCimatu will deﬁmtely de»‘ mdustry and had to mspe' '
“fend and kill to protect the in~
“ ferestsof 1arge-qcale local and..
“foreign mining companies,”
-—said KMP secretary general.

official of ’che Cai:hohc-{. :
Bishops” Conférence of the 'Lc
Philippines (CBCP) yesterday.
"gaid Cimatu is not a worthy .
~ replacement for Lopez.

Socxai Achon {NASSA} exscus
tive director Fr Edu Gariguez.
,a_I__sq',s_ _ ‘i:he new DENR.

IP grotip Cordﬂlera.l’eople ;

She said |Cimatu sho :
monitor and shut down large

~'mining companies with clear:
track records of humanrights:
‘violations, enivironmental de: -
striiction'and abuses" a’gaiﬁs't_" g
'mdlgenouq commurities: -

- Gimatu in aninterviewover:
a: lecal radio. _station admit-..

mining companies to check on
the real sitiation, o i
Last week; the CPA c0n~._-ﬁ._

"demned the Committee on’
~Appointments (CA) for re=:

jecting the. appointment:of -

: groupshave
been campaigning fof the re-
peal of the Philippine Mining -
Act 0f 1995 and the enactment
of the People’s Mining Bill.

‘Lopez earned praise from
environmentalists when she
ordered the closure of large-
scale mirding firms, .

— With Evelyn Macairan,
Delon Porcalla, Paclo Rome-
ro, Jaime Laude; Artemio
Dumlae, Ding Cervantes

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF

pUBLIC AF?AIRS ~ Email add: oacpa,armyZDﬂ@QmaiE.com —Tel no. {02} 845-8555 Locat: 5285, 5245

Army Core PUrpose: Serving the people. Sec

2!

uring the land.




Army ision: By 2028, & worid-cless Army 1hal 1S & SO oF nationa’ pride
. . (02) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5283

Telno
r OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add; oacpa.army2012@gmaii.com - il D
% u.k
Fﬁm““wg"m “mﬁf Paoe: !Q
= R, S

Pt MANILA: BULLETIN

Y WAYIONS LLADG MEWERLPIR

'_Affalrs to-translate the text messages_-
that were madein'Tausug.
"+ "Results of theforensice ammatxon "
on the celiphone recovered from Supt .
Maria’ Cristina ‘Nobleza also allegedly:
containell evidenice of what ¢ould serve_' '
'a‘: proof of her affiliation to the ASG -
17::One of ‘the vidéos found in- her g
phone ‘depicted what looked like &
"minor shooting of.a Syrian hostage to &
death. -Also found on the phone was:
“an inspirational ‘message from Osama
Bin Laden, the founder of Al-Qaeda:
who was responsible for terror af:tacks
across the globe. -~ -
"/ 'The pieces of evidence wﬂl be used '
in ﬁhng appropriate charges againstthe
‘Nobleza and other ASG members, smd
Garma (Mars W Mosqueda Jr) ‘
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ing tday Operations f pmveresponse £
-of Balikatan 33~2017 1 Lizon and '...'fectxveneg and speed in the event_"
'VisayaS'reglons the US Embassy - of natural disasfers and othcr crises
id Tuesda : : - _

: deliver much stronger .
: sponses together

S thiss yeark Bahkatan, :
zl:ppmes and the Unitsd tates’ -
1l continue to collahora o
gional partner nations,
AFP has mmteci :mht i

Monday at Camip Aguinaldo
: 'TheAFP andUSforces"partnered
0 improve their reountertetror

erietrorism trammg exer

01868 1n diverse aréas of eXpertise,” gapere aid the Umted ngdom

including live fire advanced marks- - The 33rd iteration of Balikatan, .

. manship,” counter-IEDs, maritime  schedujed from May 8 to 19, will

* interdiction, and amp!ubmus Taids. - take place at multiple locations in
o “Baldia:an 332017 . incorporates . Luzon and the Visayas, accordmg
: hlgh value trazmng events de51gned 1o o the US Embassy o
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' much astﬂl haa to be done to reconc;lef
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Ee "By thé Erst quarter.-of.z(]la we

: '-'Marcoses who' helped hmm

may ‘already have the foundations for 2018 pres;denmai elactions Sisonsaid-
A Joint Bilateral Ceasefire,” he said- - Cimaty ‘was :a “'very bad substatute

'+ In‘the meantime, Sison said, the
;_-'Commumst side continues te b
“-open to “stmultaneous: ‘and: reczpro-
' calimilateral ceasefire: declarations?::
-~ with:the government asa “h'ansxtory

measure” toput a

' conﬂlct

... Heunderscored thatthis remains
- theposmen of the NDFP smce & bac _

- replacement” for Lopez.
“Kung ganyan ang Kong:

g

ﬂagay ni; Dutex'te saj(ab;n ona’.
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' :approve»the__- -

ptoithe: d

'-Secfetanes What morewx -his; pI’lOI‘-«_-
tv} Ieglcsiatzon‘?” S1=:on aque :

OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -

Emalt adg: oacpa.army20i 2@gmail.com — Te!no. {02) 545-8555 Local: 5285, 5225

Lrmy Core Purpose. Serving the neople, Securing the land.

2%




Army Vision: By 2028, @ world-class Army thal is a soUrce of national pride

m— Tel no. (02) 845:9655 Local: 5285, 5285 |

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS = Email add: -oacpa;armyzmz'@gman,co

Pahina, 2

f’U May 2017

mula not ril. Nagtungo ang mga ban: .
““dido sa Bohol para niangidnap ng mga daynban at--
turista. Hindi nangyari ang kanilang balak’ sapag-
* kat natunugan sila ng AFP-at agad binakbakan. Sa
- pagkakataong ding iyon nahuli -ang isang babaing
. police official atkanyang nobyong Sayyaf. Tangkang
“j-rescie pina Supt: Cristina Nobleza at nobyo nito
" ang sugatang Sayvaf nang mahauli sila sa checkpoint
Cpgmgasondalo, o T A
o Dalawang Sayyaf na lamang ang hinahanap 5a
Bohol ‘at ‘maaaring bumagsak ‘na.ito-sa kamay ng
militar, Ang huling napatay na Sayyafay si Alyas Saad
na ‘napatay ng mga pulis nang tangkang temakas.
..Ngayong pabubuwag na ‘ang Sayyaf, dapat
paigtingin ng AFP ang paghuli sa walong terorista;
Huwag nang hayaang magtagal pa sila sa mando.
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hen Gina Lopez burst on the scene
like some sort of environmental
berserker, quite a few people ap-
plauded her passion and New Age
enthumasm Keen watchers of the insider
game in government viewed it as an inter-
esting example of good cop, bad cop. A
zealot can always be neutralized by the bu-
reaucracy, as she guickiy found cut when
the Executive Secretary, in typical bureau-
cratic style, blandly put the implementa-
tion of some of her decisions on hoid.

in the end the Department of Finance
weighed iss, w the startling extent of Secre-
tary Carlos Dominguez publicly picking a
fight with Lopez not just in the papers but
aiso before the Commission en Appoint-
ments. Congress, for its part, handled her
inconvenient popularity in characteristic
style. 1t instituted a long-delayed reform:
the three-strikes-and-you're-out rule in the
Commission on ‘Appointments, to put an
end to presidents simply reappointing by-
passed Cabinet nominees; it placed a veil of
secrecy over the votes taken in the commis-
sion itself; and its rmembers took turns mak-
ing pious speeches prociaiming fervent
love for nature on one hand, and deep un-
ease over the impact of too much environ-
mentalism on the economy, on the other.

The result was death by a few dozen cuts.
Slowly hrut surely, under the cover of enter-
taining chest-heating by the President, Lopez
was bypassed once, twice, thrice-—and de-
clared to have struck out. Chest-beating in
the Palace was replaced with a meek state-
ment on the separation of powers, respect
for Congress, the announcement that a re-
placement was being sought. and the desig-
nation of a new secretary within days.

The slow but sure removal of Gina Lopez

T

MANUEL L. QUEZON 1l

and her swift replacement with Roy Cirnatu
are a study in contrasts. Her appointment
was trumpeted as the coming of radical
change. His marks a return to business as
usual. He will be a good security guard—bad
news for the New People's Army and mixed
news for miners and loggers, depending on
how he is instructed to do his job.

That this possibility even exists is testi-
mony to the nature of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources itself,
a schizophrenic institution in which con-
trasting priorities—promoting and de-
fending the environment or maximizing
the profits that can be gained from extract-
ing natural resources—will always be pos-
sible. The only remarkable thing is that it
has happened so quickly, publicly, and
ruthlessly in the same administration.

Prior to the creation of the DENR, nat-
ural resources were under the Depart-
ment of the [nterior in 1901-1916. Then, {or
decades, it formed part of the agriculture
portfolio, hence the old Department of
Agriculture and Natural Resources in
1917-1932 (renamed Department of Agri-
culture and Commerce in 1932-1947, with

commerce being added {0 its mandate,
and gaining the Bureau of Mines estab-
lished in 1938 along the way) and 19474
1974. 1N 1974, a separate Department, then
Ministry (starting in 1978), of Natural Re-
sources was put in place until January
1987, when the Department of Environ-,
ment, Epergy and Natural Resources,
briefly came into being. Its current form
was established in June of that year,

Shuffling portfolic  responsibilities,
around during the Marcos years gave a bu-
reaucratic sheen to things but papered over
the acceleration of deforestation, with log-
ging concessions being one of the keenly-
sought-after political patronage plums that‘
the presxdent could hand out. The same ap-
plied tc mining, with established mining
companies subjected to hostile takeovers by
political allies and rejatives. The resuit was’
rebellion in the Cordilleras, and competi-
tion among the military, police, and NPA for
protection money from loggers and miners..

“Separating the environment from nat-
ural resources during the dictatorship ar-
guably didnt help the environment, bug
neither has combining the two since 1987, ¢

It's entirely possible it has made things
worse, since by its very nature a combined
natural resources and environmental de-
partment will always be at the mercy of a
legislature with membess looking out for
their-—or their allies'-iaterests, and of a
presidency that, by its vy design, is held
hostage by political pa ties in large part
funded, if not actually ¢ wned, by business
magnates. The enrvironr 1ent can wait.

So perhaps it's timr to consider what
was proposed about a decade ago: SepaA
rate the two functions. tcouldn’t be worse
than the status quo.
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SB NO. 1436 | Adjusting the Compulsary

etirement Age of Uniformed Services

B3y el - el .
Anvin Bantiags .

MANILA {DWDD) — The bill "AN ACT ADJUSTING THE COMPULSORY RETIREMENT AGE FOR OFFICERS
AND ENLISTED MEN OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES, MEMBERS OF THE PHILIPPINE
NATIONAL POLICE, BUREAU OF FIRE PROTECTION AND THE BUREAU OF JAHL MANAGEMENT AND
PENOLOGY, AND OFFICERS AND NON-OFFICERS OF THE PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD, TO SIXTY,
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 38 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8975, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS
THE "DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT OF 1890"; SECTION 5 OF
PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1838 ENTITLED "ESTABLISHING A NEW SYSTEM OF RETIREMENT AND
SEPARATION FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL OF THE ARMED FORCES CF THE PHILIPPINES AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES”, AS AMENDED; AND SECTION 17 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9993, OTHERWISE
KNOWN AS THE "PHILIPPINES COAST GUARD LAV OF 2008” aims to adjust the compulsory retirement
age for officers and enlisted men of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), members of the Philippine
National Police (PNP), uniformed officers and non-officers of the Phifippine Coast Guard (PCG), and
members/officers of the Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) and the Bureau of jail Management and Penology
(BiMP), from 56 to 60 years old. Recognizing their indispensable role as protectors of the State and its citizens,
the government has heavily invested in the training and deveiopment of the officers and members of these
agencies. In light of recent scientific and technological advances and studies pointing to increased life
expectancy rates, it is time that we revisit the statutorily-prescribed retirement age for our protectors.

Members of the AFP, PNP, PCG, BFP and BJMP, currently have a retirement age of fifty-six (56), which sets
them apart from civilian government employees who are compulsorily retired at age sixty-five (65). At the age
of 56, they can still fulfilf the physical, mental and psychological demands and rigors of their position. They can
still maximize thelr years of experience and wealth of knowledge, harness their leadership skills, and lend their

professional competence until the age of sixty (60} or even sicty-five (65).

According to Senator Alan Peter Cayetano, the education, trainings, and professional deveiopment of the
members of the AFP, PNP, PCG, BFP and BjMP were heavily subsidized by the government. Given recent
scientific and technclogical advances, most people aged more than sixty years old are still capable of sharing
their knowledge and expertise, thereby contributing to the development of the next generation of officers,

In the intensive campaign agains! illegal drugs, crime, and corruption. President Rodrigo Roa Duterie has
called on the active participation of the uniformed men and women. The tremendous number of drug users and
surrenderees, and the need to further siep up the campaign wouid require the leadership of officers who are
more senior and experienced. Additional years in service would also allow these officers the chance to both
serve their country more during these times of changes and reforms and opportunities of career

advancement. SENATE /| MCAG
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ARRIVAL AND WELCOME CEREMONY | New PN
Landmg Dock Vessel Davao Del Sur (LD602)

. Alvin Sanllage

NAVAL STATION JOSE V ANDRADA, Roxas Boulevard, Manila (DWDD) — The Philippine Navy (PNjwill

" render an arrival and weicome ceremony to its second amphibious Landing Dock (LD), formerty known as
Strategic Sealift Vessel, Davao Del Sur (LD802) tomorrow, Wednesday, May 10 at Pier 13, South Harbor,

Manita.

The Commander of Philippine Fieet, Rear Admiral Gaudencio C. Collado Jr. will spearhead said ceremony as
representative of the Flag Officer In Command, PN. Highlight of the event will be the tribute and recognition to
the laudable efforts of the sailors who are instrumental for the ship’s safe and successful voyage to the

Philippines.

The second LD is exactly the same type of vessel as the BRP Tarlac (LD801), a Makassar-class Landing
Platform Dock of the Indonesian Navy. lis delivery to the Philippines compleies the two-unit SSV procurement
project with an approved budget contract of PhP4 billion sourced from the AFP Modernization Act Trust

Fund. NPAO / MCAG
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