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20 Abu Sayyaf terrorists killed

_ By Frankie Tuyay

- A JOINT task force on Friday
- claimed to have killed at least

20 Abu Sayyaf Group terrorists
. before dawn Thursday after gov-
ernment forces pounded a ter-
: roristcamp in Sumisip, Basilan.
. “Heavy bloodstains were
¢ found in the vicinity, with intel
. reports saying 20 ASG [Abu
: Sayyaf Group] fatalities from

the combined airstrikes and in-
. direct fires,” said Col. Juvymax
Uy of the Joint Task Force Basi-
lan.

Military launched the op-
eration following mformation
from former Abu Sayyaf mem-
bers and Jocal residents on the
group’s temporary encampment

in Barangay Pamatsaken,

Lt. Col. Andrew Bacalz Jr.,
commander of the 4th Spec:al
Forces, said through the use
of “night fighting capabili-
ties,” they were able to “inch
within a hundred meters of
the enemy under the cover of
darkness.”

The troops were able to seize
the makeshift camp at 10 a.m,
said Bacala,

Two soldiers were wounded in
the operation after the terrorists
dstonated an improvised explo-
sive device.

The Abu Sayyaf group in the
area was believed to be under
sub-leader Furuji Indama.

Recovered from the seized
camp were three more live IEDs,

explosive components capab]
of making 30 IEDs, and several
foodstuft,

Sucecessive firefight followed
as the Rangers caught up with
the fleeing terrorists about 300
meters from their camp, Bacala
said.

Naval Task Group Basilan
conducted maritime operations
to prevent the ASG from escap-
ing by sea, Bacala said.

The ASG also got a taste of
Philippine Air Force capability
as jet fighters delivered their le-
thal payload, inflicting fatalities
on the ASG.

“The ASG were so shocked
they left their belongings .and
unfinished meal, a Special
Forces team leader said,
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"‘”“‘”*g{ AMPRUPERTOKAN-
' GLEON, Palo, Leyte
, —A Philippine Army
wewe®  SOlGler and a guerrilia
of the New People’s Army (NPA)
were killed in fighting between
governmeni roops and com-
‘munist rebels on Samar isiand
Thursday morning.

The ciash took place on
the boundary of Barangay Ca-
mavaan, Silvino Lobos in North-
ern Samar and Barangay 5an
Rogue, Matuguinao: Samar,
according to First Lieutenant
Cherry M. Junia of the Division
Affairs Office of the Army’s
gth Infantry Division based in
Camp Lulkban, (,atbalogdn City,

Bamar.

Junia. identified the slain
soldier as Pfc Jaime C. Mabini
of the 43rd Infaniry Batialion.

Mabini, who was wounded
in the encounter, died later in
hosgpital.

Junia said the soldiers re-
covered the body of a slain
rebel.

A villager had reported to
authorities about the pres-
ence of an armed group in the
area. Responding {roops had
a 10-minute firefight with the
rebels.

Junia said military unifs and
civilian detachments in nearby
communities were ordered o
putup checkpomts to prevent the
rehels from escaping.

On Wednesday, Army soldiers
also ciash with NPA rebels in
Barangay San Antonio, Hilon-
gos, Leyte, Chief Supl. Elmer C.
Beltejar, Police 8 Acting Re gional
Director told Manila Bulletin.

Ny casuallies were report-
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More than 24,000 -reszdents of six towns in Magmnw_:

‘danao have fled their homes as the military conducted:
traming BIEF men:in bomb-

airstrikes and ground assault against members of the
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF).

"The vﬂlagers have sought
refuge in 'schools, makeshift
tents or with their relatives
sirice the military latinched the

operations on ‘May 5, Jofelle
“Delicana; spokesperson for the:
civil defense office, told. APP ;

on Thursday, -

Capt. Arvin Encinas, pub-'_
lic affairs chief of the 6th

Infantry Division (ID), said
reports from civilians and
Iiagence sources indi

ers, Ismael Abubakar, alias

Commander Bungos, as

well as two of his aldes were
¥illed in the firefights.
"We believe they are

'_amang the dead, consider-
ing otrinformation that they -
were in the location hit by

austrzkes Encinas said.

Seven soldiers were also

woundeci in the clashes.

However, Encinas said no .
‘bodies had been recovered

and artillery assets,” he said.

nesian mﬂxtants, ‘who -ar

‘making, were among the
remnants of the group that

they are targeting..

- "Our assessmient s +hat
. they have less ‘space to move
~around..becauseall-available

troops have’ been deployed T
-to the Islamic State of Iraq and, .

~ Syria and is using the black
- 18IS flag as its banner. - )

Encmas saJd

i1 BEFF men siam

At least 11 more 'BIFF

members were killed in en-

“counters in Datu Salibo and

nearby towns from Monday
reportedion Thursday. -

identified only as Zaman,

to Wednesda), the military

O Nirie of the fatalities were'

Encmas sald BixX Indof- Pqu, Omat, éé};d :I\/:I'uktaf,'
. Bantas, Odm, Tas1l and Abdnl—«

~dahi

Maj. Cen Atnel dela Vega,”

" 6th 1D commander, said sol-
" diers recovered 40 firearms.
“and 18 1mpr0v15ed bombs in°

BIFF camps that they seized

- since January.. .

The BIFF boasts aileglance;.

Local officials in areas
with BIFF presence called on
the Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Government to

‘putup rewards for the arrest
~of the! Ieaciers‘of che rmll*a nt

group:’
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who was not confirmed by the -
Commission on Appointments.

Afio and Cimaty said they did
not anticipate their appointments
to their new posts.

Afio took over the top post in
the Armed Forces in December
2016. He was set to reach his
mandatory retirement age of
56 in October this year,

Guerrerc will alsc have io
retire in October.
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dbotit how it cari deliver,
goods and other items
calamities or natmal d :
faster ahd ‘more efficiently ]
this vear’s joint Balikatan ex-
ercises between American and
Filipino soldiers.

Activities hne& up for US ; .:_

and Philippine airmen include

the actual conduct of airdrops &

within the island of Cebuy.
“Under this exercise, US air-

crew will teach the PAF C-130
aircrew various technigues -
in airdropping procedures to ...

expedite the delivery of relief

supplies and aid affected areas _
“(MDT) that aims to improve bi- .
Jateral engagement and train-

withéut aerodromes and for

damaged aercdromes,” the’

PAF said.
*In addition, some of the

pre-determined topics of the .
Balikatan will include flight ™
safety, air drop, mgh’z vision -

equipment, engine running
on load and off-load, rapid
dpployment and compass
svstermn.”

The annual Philippines-US
military exercise or Balikatan
has officially begun in vari-
ous locations in the country,
particularty in Cebu where
the PAF's 220th Alrlift Wing is
stationed,

Balikatan is a joint mlhtarv

event conducted under the’
auspices of Philippines-United

-.Phliippme and US soldiers hold search and rescue cirms duri
tan exercises at. Fort M gsaysay in'Nueva’

States Mutual’ Defenc;e Treai'y

ing opportunities between the
Armed Forces of the Philip-

pines {AFP)and’ the US Marine -
" which s the focus of this year’ 's:

'-'Bahkatan,” PAF said.+

.Fort_es Pacific(USMAFQPAC).

“This year, PAF said selected -
aircrew and maintenance per-. -

sonnel of the 220th AW led
by the Herky commander
Maj. Anthony Amora and the
Wing's Balikatan officer-in-
charge Maj. Michael Vincent
Benolerao.

They will be directly in-
volved in the different C-130~
related Subject Matter Expert
Exchange discussions.

- “These activities will re-

“inforce the knowledge, skills
and a_bility of our airlifters

Ecija yesterday

in the techmques tactics and
procedures, including sharing

“of best practices, specificaily on
improving response effective-
ness in the event of natural

disasters .and. .other crises,

In Nueva Ecija, Pihpmo
and US troops were taught to

rescue people trapped under

debris during an earthquake
under the Humanitarian As-
sistance and Disaster Response
(HADR) of the Balikatan.

The exercise was held at the
Army’s 7th Infantry Division
headquarters at Fort Magsay-
say, Nueva Ecija.

Maj. Frank Sayson, Phil- .
ippine Balikatan eéxercises .
spokesman, said the ]omt b

- FH‘E, Sa} 80T sai

pino troops, 2,600 American

the--

WICHAEL VARCAS ' 2 TP:
' 'deployed vatious typesof lights
to heavy equipment to rescue |

“Overall, around '2,800 F

soldiers, 80 from Australia and

J20 ]apanese troops are par-

ticipating in-this year” s ]omt-._
military disaster: drlll '
During-the ¢

trapped victims. = . :

Local and foreign observ~ E
ers were invited to witness
how combined Filipino and .

- US troops deal with the chal- -

lenges .in. the aftermath ofa..

- major quake. . B
Aside from quake drills, -

combined Filipino and US
forces are also holding mas-
sive HADR activities in the
storm-prone island town of
Calayan, Cagayan as well as
in Maconacon in Isabela and
in Casiguran, Aurora until
next week. -

The storm-themed joint drill
is aimed at testing the disaster
response capabilities of Fili-
pino and US troops.

- With Jaime Laude
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president as one of
outstanding soldiers and was recognized.
it a festive ceremnony last week.
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Y
(c1tzzen) to have it, and also fo he]p :
- other People ih other. countriés as T do
here in the army," she saud ¥ .
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 PASSION 10 HE!.P ZJoana Chis Ar;mn (left), an Israshi-bomn Fillpina,
e-lsrao!l Dafense Fofces (IDF)

15 now a member of a search and rescue unit of th

She Is shown In this photo participating In an IDF drill at the

zrifin military base in Central Israel. (Reuters)
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.not have martzal an human righ
- already _wolgted every day” i

. :by-p
'_created bx, the AQG 7 he charged '- “I wouId say the Army is makmg
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: gmmi travehng m areas_ ¢
':-ermd the: “»uiu arvh;pelago ‘and o

The VS, Brﬂam_ nd Australia

Bnlw] Lhe 18 also 1~=sued an
_ adv:ssrv 1) all Amencaﬂs £ a,voxd
raveling to Cebu and Bohol ..

“Bayyaf: f"mup Wi "-targetmg Coror -
- for ‘their ‘kidnapping acnmtlas i’mt-
-apokesman .saud that they jostwant .su('h was not validated. -
tu erase any':nossm]e attempt hy' '

i+ Had to° rcnse;thé éﬂert ipvel In'the
could. be- targeted: You §hould | area because of the possibility of
 carefully consider travel plans and  terrorist. groups shifting or

.the southern Cebn towns: of
Dalaguete and Badian -+ <
According to UK, terrorists are

s“Attacks
anwhexe, incloding in places
visited by foreigners, like airporis,
shopping malis, public transport
and places of worship. You should
remain vigilant at all times and
report anything suspicions to the

gspecially vigilant ab thl.s time”

vy-likely to-carry out attacks at:
axty time and arywhere in the country”.. |
éould - “happen

-diverting -operations to antern
Mindanae,”

The wammg was also p%aced on :
Tehief Lt Gem:’

“ Guerrero has ordered all mxhtary

Baldgtey satd.
Balagtey added that Bastmincom
Rey Lennard G

units under the command to
coerdinate .closely with- other

- “governinent ageneies, pardicularly
 the Philippine National Police (PNP).

“The EMC in-coordination with
the thppme National Police, local
government units and other law
enforcement agencies are faking
the necessary measures to secure
the maritime, coastal and land
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Sen. Francis Pangilinan has
raised concerns about several
recent appointments made by
President Duterte, which he
said the public should watch
closely. )

Pangilinan said in making
appointments, the consider-
ation should always be the
competence, integrity and pas-
sion of the appointee.

“Alf government offices are
integral to the success or failure
of government, as well as the Fil-
ipino people,” said Pangilinan,
president of the Liberal Party.

He cited as an example the
appointment of controver-
sial blogger, sexy dancer and
staunch Duterte supporter
Mocha Uson as assistant sec-
retary at the Presidential Com-
munications Operations Office
{PCOO), which ruffled many
feathers, including “govern-

ment workers doing critical
work for lower pay who have
been contractual for a long
tirne.”

“We share their sentitnent.
Uson also looks down on
Philippine media practitioners
as chroniclers of the nation’s
story. In March this year, with-

out provocation, she used her
radio program to bash Liberal
Party chairperson Vice Presi-
dent Leni Robredo, calling her
names and disrespecting her
person, her office and the mil-
lions who voted for her,” Pang-
ilinan said. Her radic show has
since been suspended.

Gov’t posts |
for Mocha Girls
Duterte also said yesterday

he was ready to give govern-
ment posts to members of the
Mocha Girls, the dance group

led by Uson.
“Kung gusto n'yo magtrabaho,

" OK lang (If you want to work,

it'’s OK),” the President said
in an online video posted by
LUson.

T will distribute you to the
MTRCB. You can't stay in one
office. It will be too noisy,” he
added.

Duterte said the Mocha
Girls, known for their sexy
dance performances, should
also be tapped to entertain Fili-
pinos during his foreign trips.

Military men
in Cabinetl

Pangilinan also aired his
concern about the recent ap-
pointments of military men
to the Cabinet, specifically
retired general Roy Cimatu
as environment secretary and
retiring Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) chief Edu-
ardo Afio as interior and local
government secretary.

He said the entry of the
military officials “could also
be a portent, and is a cause of
concern.”

“Do these appointments
mean the militarization of the
government bureaucracy?
The success of government is
the success of the nation. We
wish the new Cabinet officials
good luck as we keep vigilant
watch,” he added.

Duterte said he chose Afic
as he can deal with problems
caused by police scalawags.

As interior and local gov-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBL ernment secretary, Afio has

Army

supervisory powers over the
RS

e

Philippine National Police
{PNP}, Bureau of Jail Manage-
ment and Penology, Bureau of
Fire Protection (BFP), National
Police Commission, Philippine
Public Safety College and Lo-
cal Government Academy, as
well as local government units.

Sen. Francis Escudero, for
his part, sees no problem with
the presence of former rnilitary
officers in the Cabinet.

Escudero said this has been
done by past presidents, who
all saw the vast experience of the
officers, particularly those who
have headed the AFP.

PNP chief Director General
Ronald dela Rosa yesterday
welcomed the appointment
of Afio as interior and local
government secretary.

New appointees
in DILG

Duterte also appointed on
Wednesday former police in-
telligence officer Nestor Quin-
say as assistant secretary in the
Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG).

Quinsay will oversee the
BFP and other public safety
concerns, said DILG officer-in-
charge Catalino Cuy.

Cuy said Quinsay’s experi-
ence as an officer of the PNP
will be an asset to the DILG. .

Quinsay retired from the
PNP last February. He held
the posts of acting director of

the Directorate for Intelligence

- and Police Communications’

Group, - .

Duterte also appointed six
officials as director IIT at the
central and regional offices of
the DILG. :

They are Juan Jovian In-
genierc of DILG-National
Capital Region, Victoria Ra-
mos of DILG-Region 1, Odilon
Pasaraba of DILG-Region 2,
Araceit San Jose of DILG-
Region 3, Karl Caesar Rimando
of DILG-Region 4B and Dennis
Villasefior of the Bureau of Lo-
cal Government Development
of the DIL.G-Ceniral Office.

~ With Emmanuel Tupas,
Alexis Romero, Jess Diaz
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BY 'JEFF%RﬁbN’*AN?:’PGRDA’ S

.E Lzberal Party [LP) on’ Friday

expressed concern over an apparem

\ “militarization” happening in the -

bureaucracy, pointing to the continuous
-appointments of former police and mﬂltary '
| men in the government by Preszdent

Rod '0 Duterte

~of staff and now retired general

Roy Cimatu as head of the Depart-
-ment.of Environment and Natural
_Resouzces {DENRY. "

*Cimatu replaced former DEN R

Secretary Regina “Gina” 'Lopez,
who was recently rejected by the
powerful Commission on Ap-
pointments {CA) ir a 16-8 vote.

- Pangilinan also mentioned the
President’s plan to appeint AFP
Chief of Staff Eduardo Afio 2s head

- Seniator Pranms Pangxlman, LP
premd_ent cited therecent installa-
tion of former Armed Forces chief

“of the' epartment of Intenor and :

Local Government (D iLG) after the

latter retires in October this year.

“Do these. appomtmenta mearn

* the militarization of the government

bureaiicgacy?” Pangﬂman asked,
‘Other expolice and military -

‘men-appointed by Duterte were

former AFP Chief of Staff Ricardo
Visaya to the National Imrigation
Administration; former Capt.
Nicanor Faeldon, as commis-
sioner of the Bureau of Customs;
ex-police director jorge Corpuz,
chairman of the Philippine Char-

"ty Sweepstakes Office; former.
- .Davao City Police chiefJaime Mor-
- cente to. the Bureai: 'of Immigra--
_tion; former PNP Depuity Chief for .-
‘Operations Edgar Galvante; and
former police general Reynaldo
“Berroya, as head of. the nght Raﬂ i
‘Transit Authority.. -
The LP premdent assalied the
“inclusionin the- President’s com-
“munications ‘group ‘of somesne
~who: allegedly has been malign-
ing legxumate media practztlo—_f’_
" pers in the country..

Pangilinan was referfzrig 1o the

‘appointment -of singer-dancer
‘Mocha Uson to the Presidential
‘Communications Operations Of-
“fice (PCOQ), which according to
him is also a cause for concern. . .
~ He sdid many people, mcludmg
ordinary government workers doing
‘critical work for lower pay and who

have been contractual employees
for a long time felt slighted by the
appointment of the singer-(lancer as
PCOO Assistant Secretary.

The LP, he said, shares the sen-

_..'uments of the ordmary peop]é_;
- over the decision-of President to
-appoint-Uson,-also a biegger

voted for her. .

Pangilinan also cited an inci-

dent last March wherein’ Uson,__
. without provocation; used her ta-'

dio program to bash:LP.chairman’

“ and Vice President Maria LeonoT.

Robredo, calling her names and-

 disrespecting her person, ‘her

office and the mllhons Who"'_

The incident’ ﬁas Eed to the m-::.

- definite suspension-of the singer-
dancer’s 30-minute program aired -
over dzRH, operated by the Mamla

Broadcasting Company. .
Uson, a staunch supporter of

: ;he President, has been attack-
- ingthe Plnhppme Tmedia calimg ok

them “prestitutes.”

“Public office is public sérvice
that needs competence, integrity
and passion. All government of
fices are integral to the success
or failure of government, as well
as the Filipino people,” the LP
president said,

i
i
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i similarto those: g:ven to cmhan in Smtzerland
'+ Canada, the US; and = clmer to horie - Taiwan;

g Smgapore South Korea, J: apan and: C‘hma Such
fraining would be' helpful in'case of an. emergen-"
ey, not Just a mlhtary one but aise in‘a’disaster
'_such as an earthquak ﬂ od or fjfphoo

o to be part of a Cltlzen Service. Corps to- heip the
i government in case of emergencies. _
- While the basic component of CSTC1 zs trat
mg for" xternai and termtorml defense whmh i
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ging
.mga kahinammalangt . g
Jmgab gay na. iniiwan sa: bus, pa!engke! a’ ]
1 matataong lugar. ng pag:gm handa ang magli-.

) fllg!as sa buhay.
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. amount escalated as the. negon =

- _atlons passed on from the Abu-
_-__Sayyaf b_anchts to the v111dge-_?__'
 chief, t the town rﬁayc}r 10 the-_.’--' :

_ _ S The national official sent by..
'mﬂlmn the maym woulci tell. ~ then President Erap to- estabhsh_f
. the negottator sent by the gov— - coritact ‘with the kldnappers was';
'emor it was P1o mllhom the ne- able to. buﬂd a. cuiumbarmm in
' gotiator -would raise it to P15 " Metro, Manila from the pmceeds_
- :malhon the mlhtary offu:ers in - of the ransampayments Q -
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www.inquirer.net

‘Sulu execs conniving with Abus’

By: Julic S, Alpala - Reporter

ZAMBOANGA CITY—A nongovernment organization based in the province of Sulu, a turf of the
terror group Abu Sayyaf, urged the Senate to investigate what it claimed was “connivance” between

local officials and the terrorists.

In a statement, Save Sulu Movement (SSM) said it had “repeatedly informed authorities that the
reason the ASG (Abu Sayyaf) is still active and even growing is because it is enjoying the protection

of local officials.”

These local officials, which SSM did not identify, "are protecting Abu Sayyaf and receiving a lion’s
share of ransom money.”

SSM said the Abu Sayyaf got its weapons “from local politicians who can easily smuggle firearms or
purchase it from the military itself.”

While the group did not name any official, it said Ricardo Visaya, former Armed Forces chief and now
head of the National Irrigation Administration, had once stated that "governors, vice governors, down
to village chiefs” were giving protection to the terrorist group, which had gained notoriety for a spate

of kidnappings involving foreign victims.
The Inquirer sought Sulu officials for comment but many did not return calls.

Sulu Vice Gov. Abdusakur Tan Jr. replied by text message, challenging SSM to "name names.” SSM
had been formed by Temojen Tulawie, the Tans' political nemesis.
“Look who’s talking,” said Tan.

SSM said despite Visaya's statement, “no local official has ever been charged in court.”

No village chief, mayor or governor, the group said, had been arrested or charged with “"actually
receiving ransom money in the guise of negotiations.”

‘No secret’

“if the connivance is no secret to the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Philippine National
Police, what have they done to stop it?" the group said.

Tulawie, later speaking by phone to Inguirer, said he was “willing to come out in the open and name
[those] who are coddling, colluding and supporting these local terrorists.”
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He said he was in possession of affidavits of former kidnap victims and negotiators, who could attest

to the involvement of local leaders in Abu Sayyaf.
Tulawie said the local officials were often tapped for negotiations because they ‘condone the Abu

Sayyaf group.”

But Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., Western Mindanao army chief, said while “a handful of vxﬂage officiais”

~had supported-Abu-Sayyaf-before; “we-are-winning them-back.* -

Galvez defended Tan, saying the vice governor and other high-ranking officials were determined to
crush Abu Sayyaf and had been helping the military.

Tulawie said the cycle of violence in Sulu and kidnappings would not stop if the national government
did nothing.

He said a law should be enacted classifying ransom payment as a criminal act.
Negotiating with kidnappers, he said, simply "allows the bandits to become stronger.”

Galvez said the Abu Sayyaf had become a problem larger than it appeared but its roots fie in “the
dysfunction and absence of governance” in areas where the terrorists operate.

www.phiistar.com
Groups concerned over 'creeping militarization' of Duterte Cabinet

By Kristien Javier

MANILA, Philippines — Groups expressed concern over the "creeping militarization” of President
Rodrigo Duterte's Cabinet after the latest appointments of two military men to key positions.

In a statement on Wednesday, Anakbayan urged the president to rethink his decision to appoint
military officials who they said came from "one of the most corrupt and human rights violating

institution in the country.”

"Clearly this is not the change the Filipino people want. We appeal to the president to steer clear from
the path of fascist terror and repression represented by these military men,” Anakbayan said.

The group added that the president should instead support the people's movement to push for
genuine agrarian reform and industrialization.

The statement came after Duterte announced on Wednesday thai he is appointing Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) chief Gen. Eduardo Afio as interior secretary following the appointment of

former AFP chief Roy Cimatu as environment secretary on Tuesday.

With this, Ao and Cimatu now join other ex-generais in the Cabinet: Emmanue! Bautista in the Office
of the President undersecretary, Hermogenes Esperon Jr. as national security adviser, Deifin
L orenzana as defense secretary and Ricarde Visayas as National Irrigation Administration chief.
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Eastern Mindanao Command on heightened alert

By Francis Wakefield

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Eastern Mindanao Command {EastMinCom) Friday said
that it has raised its alert level on Thursday following the travel advisory issued by the United States

(US) Embassy.

The U.S. Embassy, it was recailed, specifically asked its citizens to avoid Palawan because of the
possibility of kidnappings in the area.

While the travel advisory was specific to Paiawan, the Command had to raise the alert ievel in their
area because of the possibility of terrorist groups shifting or diverting operations o Eastern Mindanao.

The EastMinCom in coordination with the Philippine National Police (PNP), Local Government Units
and other Law Enforcement Agencies are taking the necessary measures to secure the maritime,

coastal and land areas against a terrorist attack.

“The EastMinCom enjoins the public fo be vigilant but calm and to immediately report to law
enforcement units any suspicious-looking individuai or activity in their vicinity,” the statement read.

On Thursday morning, Naval Forces Eastern Mindanao conducted drills and simulation exercises to
test and evaluate their capability in responding to terrorism.

The AFP earlier said that it respects the United States decision to issue a fravel advisory for iis
citizens not to go fo Palawan due to alleged terrorist threats.

AFP Public Affairs Office (PAQ) chief Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo made the comment after the
U.S. Embassy in Manila has received credible information that terrorist groups may be planning to
conduct kidnapping operations targeting foreign nationals in the areas of Palawan, to include Puerto
Princesa and the areas surrounding Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park.

“We respect the issue of a US travel advisory. We recognize that it is both an obligation and right of &
sovereign state. We do that to our own nationals sojourning abroad,” Arevalc said in a press

statement sent to Defense reporiers.
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‘Most wanted’ Western Mindanao NPA commander captured — Army

By: Kaye Imson

MANILA, Philippines — The military said soldiers and police captured what authorities described as the “most
wanted” commander of the New Feople’s Army in Western Mindanao in Zamboanga del Sur province

Thursday.

The Army’s 1st Infantry Division said Rommel Salinas, alias Venico, Beto, Carios, Doming, Artem and Mark,
was with Bishop Carlo Morales of the lglesia Filioina independiente, alsc known as the Aglipayan church, the
cleric’s wife Marie Teofifina Morales, and their driver Sadome Dalid in & van intercepted in Barangay Gango,
Ozamis City around 6 p.m. by personne! of the 102d Infantry Brigade and the provincial police.

Salinas, allegedly a front secretary of the rebels’ Western Mindanao Regional Party Committee, is facing
criminal charges for destructive arson, urder, frustrated murder, attempited murder and robbery in band.

A hand grenade was allegedly seized from him, the Army said.

Meanwhiie, the IFI has protested what it calied the “illegal” arrest and detention of Morales, his wife and driver.

A handcuﬁed IF1 Bishop Carlo Morales is seen in this photo posted on social media by his supporters.

A statement signed by Bishop Antonic Abion of the church's Pagadian diocese said even Morales was indeed
in the company of someone wanted by the taw, “we find no reason that the good IFI Bishop of Ozamiz will be
illegally arrested, handcuffed and iliegally detained in jail” after “he had fully introduced himself as a Bishop.”

The church demanded Morales’ release, calling his arrest “a clear violation of human rights and on person who
is g religious ieader or @ bishop that has an obligation to provide protection or sanctuary to a person who is in

distress or poiitically persecuted.”
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“The long-term solution fto end terrorism in Mindanao hinges on the success of the
Bangsamoro peace process”: WestMinCom Chief

By: AL ISKANDAR, LUWARAN

“The long-term solution to end terrorism in Mindanao hinges on the success of the Bangsamore
peace process”, Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez, Jr, WestMinCom Chief said Tuesday, May 09, Philippine
News Agency reported.
Gen. Galvez is overseeing the government’s campaign against terrorist groups in the island.

He said that the military fully supports the Duterte administration’s peace agenda, particularly the
implementation of the peace agreements the government has signed with the Moro [slamic Liberation

Front (MILF) and the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF).

“The outcome of the peace process has a direct correlation with our probiem on terrorism,” Galvez
told the Philippines News Agency.

Galvez said he recently met with the leaders of the Moro fronts, who relayed to him that terror groups
in Mindanao are capitaiizing on the delay in the implementation, especially the political track, of the

peace agreements.

“IQ or Mohager Igbal said that if the future of the BBL (Bangsamoro Basic Law) and the peace
process between the government and the MILF and MNLF wili be tentative, there is a big possibility

they (terrorist groups) can recruit more,” he said.

A new draft Bangsamoro Law being crafted by the Bangsamoro Transition Commission (BTC)
created by Pres. Duterie is eyed to be approved within the year to give a legal foundation for the
creation of a new Bangsamoro region that will repiace the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao -

{(ARMM). (Source: PNA}
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Eastem Mindanao Heightens alert

Lu Cispdio

Eastern Mindanac Command raised the alert ievel on Thursday, May 11, 2017, following the trave! advnsory of

“the-United States toits cilizens to-avoid -Palawan because ofthe woss:bih’fy of-kidnappings:

While the travel advisory was spectific to Palawan, the Command had to raise the alert leve! in the area
because of the possibility of terrorist groups shifting or diverting operations to Eastern Mindanao.

The EMC in coordination with the Philipping National Police, Local Government Units, and other Law
Enforcement Agencies are taking the necessary measures to secure the maritime, coastal and land areas

against a terrorist attack.

The EMC enjoins the public fo be vigilant but calm and to immediately report to law enforcement units any
suspicious-looking individual or activity in their vicinity.

Early moring of May 11, 2017, Naval Forces Eastern Mindanao conducted dritls and simulation exercises to
test and evaluate their capability in responding to terrorism.
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