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FATIMA: PORTUGAL——PGpe
Francis added two .Portuguese
shepherd children to the roster
of Catholic saints on Saturday,
honoring the  young siblings
whose reported visions of the
Virgin Mary 100 years ago turned
the Portuguese farm town of Fa-
tima into one of the world's most
important Catholic shrines.

- Francis proclaimed Francis-
co and facinta Marto saints at
the start of Mass marking the
centenary of their visions. Hun-
dreds of thousands of people,
many of whom slept cutdoors
to hold their places, broke into
applause as the leader of the
world’s 12 bilHon Catholics
proclaimed the siblings the
newest of the Church’s saints.

. gm Mary made_the ﬁrst ofa han—

dozen appearances to them here
whilé'they grazed their sheep.”

* They said she confided in
them ‘three: secrets;” the 8o~
called secréts of Fatima.

The first two were revealed '

soon: -and concerned a vision of
hell, seen by believers asa pre-
diction 6f the outbreak of World
War 1I,-a warning that Russia
wouild “spread her errors” in the

world and a need for general
conversion to Ged and prayer. -

The “third secret” Intrigued
the warld for more than three-
quarters -of a century, inspiring
books and cults convinced that it
predicted the end of the world,
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-An"Zoop, the Vatican said ‘it

: wasa prediction of the 1981 as-
- sassination . attempt O Pape--
- John"Paul iI"on" May 13
same day of the flrst reported'
_apparxtzon inigiy, ;
At the'timé. of the appan-"
“tion, Edrope was in the throes®
-of World War ], and the Por-.
- fuguese ‘church was stffering

under - anticlerical laws “from
the repubhcan government

that had ‘driven many blshops.

and pnests into exile;

"Our " Lady - foretold; and
wamed us about, a way of 11fe'

that is godless and indeed pro-
fanes God in his creatures,”

Francis said in his homily. “Such”
a life, frequently proposed and

imposed, risks leading to hell”
He urged Catholics today to
use the example of the Marto
siblings and draw strength from
even when adversity
strikes. The children had besn
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- Twd huge tapestries made-'

~ from: ‘century-old phctographs"-- :

wi0f thes childresi dressed:in the’

tradztmnal peasant ‘garb of th

age: )
[ wrote of ‘the. chﬂdrens expen—

;_ ences;.is‘on track for beafifica-:
tion; the first step toward be:
- toiming a saint. Her cage cculdn 't
. begin until after her death. -

At the end of the Mass '_

Franms was to offer a special
greeting to the many faithful
who flock to Fatima in hopes of
~ healing, Many tossed wax body
parts-~hands, hearts, livers
and imbs—into a giant fire pit
atthe shrine as an offering.

{21913 'the church. 0

an o ai'fﬂnd the ceremaﬁy

even survived. The boy not ofis

Iy survived but has nio signs of
any aftereffects. _
Another miracle .~ was

- wheelchair-bound Maria Emilia
Santos who sald she regained ...
the ability to ‘walk on February -

20, 1989, the anniversary of Jac-
inta's death, after praying to her.

Marie Chantal, 57, a lifelong
devotee, travelled more than
g,0o0 kilometers from the is-
land of Reunion in the Indian

angel - crying . out:

along with other “bishops; pnesrs:
'.:and various 1ay Cathohcs

‘The - message featured an
penance_
penance,penancef” e

“The" unpencimg canomza-_

'tmn of the children had led to

speculation that a fourth “se-

cret” remained, but the Vatican
has insisted there are no more
secrets refated to the Fatima
revelations. ~REPORTS FROM.AS, AFP
ANDREUTERS
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e.-.Phﬂzppme' “the:
Army in Barangay Casala, -
‘Ban Manano, Isabeia on. Fr1~ ~tacked the police st
day ‘Maddela; Quitino th
It was i'he t‘hu‘d attack on- policeman dead. The rebels
police:and military stations in . also took several firearms and
‘Cagayan VaHEY in ﬂ1e .last *l'wo - '..Patrol vehicles: :
‘weeksn oo Last-week, NPA - : provide legal and’ vehhoo%
‘ Nobody was hurt m the _-;stormed & police outpost in. - -assistance toCortez.
attack at arotind 7 m,, said = Amulung, Cagayan and took" “ficer of the NPA surrendered i ~Raymund Catmdx .
‘Staff ‘Sgt. Arthur Fxgarol_a," seven firearms after beating uip  in Barangay Layugan, ‘Bucay, - mio Dumlao - e
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10,7
) 80 guenﬂas reported mBar ngay
Army {NPA) were'killed - ‘Dominga;; Caliian Dlstnet this
& ina seriesof sk:[rmlshes czty from May 6 to 9.
m the D&vao Regxon wwith the -Soldiers from the 73rd1n antry
: ‘the f0th Battahon-:ﬂ('?BIB) were mvolved in
: ; and

: Troops recov
-revelver an ’M Rifl ]
enei after th ncounters

: fantry _

.-.‘--:‘ﬁreflght 20 NPA rebe}s bei
- ‘tp'Guerilla Front 71at 7:30: :
- May7atSitio Kidalagan, Brgy Dan"
acidenta -

_._Anoth group:
engaged 20 NPA: rebelsina ﬁreﬁghti '
at 7:30°a.m. iast May 11'at- Sitio!

- Tayao City.:

%
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: inces:: voiunta 1E :
-| the members _of the army’s 24th

; géy Tagddtod Lagangllang b
: “General Paul Talay tal,

onerifle. grenade,

for M16:rifle;: and ssxty rounds ‘of

g G Lazaro)

b

- Fortunately, no ‘one was ‘hurt -
during the: incidents. (Freddlejﬁ; "
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ber iz &t Albert Dayao kung sa ang’mga labi nito ay
natagpuan ga’ isang laiciit-sn Burargay Bagong ‘Sikat”
s Lumaiaas s mhestzgasyon na‘=psnagbabarll‘ang mga

Napag: a?aman ha s -Canno ay'may fcaugnayan ‘58
Tlang &aso ng extortion at; gun for. hire, hiabang si Daya, 45,
‘tanod:ng- Barangay ‘San-Vicente ay nasangkot din'sa-guh
teafficking :noong.- 2018, sybaiit napakawalan .din. dasii- 54
kakuiangan g ebidensy

- Ayon'sd yiat g ‘Cablao Polics, hufin uhay
ang mga bikiima: neng ‘dumalo sa'isang birthday paﬂy'sa_
bayan ng:San Antonio pasado &las-2 ng hapon. !

. Hindi:naman:mabalid 62 rapar kung;paano; napamta sa.-
iandﬁll ang-mga; biktlma ;Jaro smasabn ng ang: nakasaks; na_..
-Kasama:ng-mga i

" Naiekober sa lugar ng keimen ang lsang motorsuklo,'
dalawang: cellphane tlang J:Jasyo g bafa mu[a saL.40 bafil

-af amalie rifle. - JEFF GALLOS

Pahina, \J

4
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_3on Safety and Immumty Gua

‘covered by the joint Agreement " tion

day in‘Barangay Gango.’ -
* They were taken.on account

of the aIIeged recovery of a’

grenade from’ Sahnas bag,'-_
- quired to observe it, unless oth-

erwise terminated by either of -

along with cash..

Agcaolh sald Saiiﬁas de- _

lice and Army team: Dn Thurs _

sazd SR w
‘He sald as far as he CaR T

caﬂ., the Jasig—which .. was'

signed in 1995—was-still\in €f-

fect and both parties were re-
'~KARLOS MANLUPIG AND' JiGGER

_JERUSALEM INQ

]

grenade} inside his off1c1al car

Bitos also expla ne that as’
a rehglous personality, Morales
“deflmteiy does not have: the;
“intention. of . brmgmg [a;;
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Hls impending. appomtment has .
givenrise to criticisins that the:
‘Cabinet is being “militarized.” At .

fis"ﬁi:he’fbe'épl'eand’. :
Mr Duterte h:msei’f " he said

fo
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131p town last Thursday.

Office. chlef “said they are: ﬁn—_’ |
-certain if Indama was among: -
the 20°Abu Sayyaf bandits

kﬂiedm the airstrike in Sum- - thear captors

Who have surrend_ered P
vided the lead 12

“Col. ".}uvymax Uy, cam-'_;

nuh’gants terrorlsm 1n Southern Phlhp—'_:_' =

e poe bie G 1 d Mushm reli:
locatior fthe osta es a d Ga vez en}ome e
b e : g B gious leaders and all the stake— terror

¢ allmg

. hoider to

at threats of.

ndernn a11 acts oi
i Wlth Roel Pareno

"Basﬂan,

the group

Pamatsaken

Troops however, fa1led ’co.-
recover any casualty from the -

What were left of the camp" g
were personal belongings in- .
side bulletsriddled:tentsand

food; indicatinig the bandits
were caught unprepared by
the airstrike while having
breakfast. o

Military informants, how-
evet, did not mention Indama.
They said the bandits whe sur-
vived the attack were able to
drag away the bodies of their
dead comrades.

Arevalo said he is still wait-
ing for an update.

Lt. Gen. Carlite Galvez
Jr, commander of Western
Mindanao Command (West-
mincpm), said intelligence re-
ports indicate the Abu Sayy-
af hag split up into several
groups in an effort to divide
the attention of the troops
pursuing them.

Galvez said the Abu Sayyaf
also split their captives into
several groups.

_ beporfed the other day
- that 20 Abu’ Sayyaf bandits of -

"'...Abu Sayyaf group to yzeld
.and release all their hostages,” '
:Gaivez sald i :

““The troops undet tf
Task _Force Sulu le

U!ama summit

Meanwhﬂe, ‘the- mihtary
spearheaded:the launching

of the Ulama summit last Fri-
“day to counter the Monitored

recruitment of fighters for the

Islamic State (IS). T
AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.

Restituto Padilla said around

300 Muslim religious leaders

attended the summit that-was
also organized by national
government agencies, foreign

and Iocal stakeholders.

Galvez was the keynote

speaker of the three-day event.

He discussed with key Mus-
lim religious leaders the cur-
rent terrorism and security
coneerns in Mindanao.

“Security is a shared re-

sponsibility that needs sustain-

ment of partnership between
different stakeholders, security
sectors, the local government
units, the academe and reli-
gious sectors and other stake-
holders to defeat the threat of

!
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said Garcia. .
otld focus
Teconnais

biltyof both coast guards,
on aerial surveillance an

© When asked if thére was a chance
the ASG would attack the PCG.andJCG:

personnel taking part in the

rong.

£ is-little ‘possibility . ‘partnership and cooperation with ife%f
- Muslim- bandits ‘would be able to Spect to combating armed robbery,”.
" disrupt th€event: 00 L said Garcia. . .. oo
The PCG deployed the BRP Romblon, . JCG vice commandant for opera<
BRP Malupascua and monitoring control tons Vice Admiral Shuichi Iwanami
and surveillance vessel 3007 while the :ex'plamed thatthe exercise are in line”
JCG used a Falcon 900 plane. . - WI.th"the two coast guard agencies’
They demonstrated communica- existing mermorandum of cooperation.

tion and surveillance exercises in the
event pirates would attack a cargo
vessel..- L

T |

2

'
i
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mote filltop in Summp,."' silan
where security forces continge _
stie the notoriotis mr!;tant group tied to
the Islamic State {isy.
ASG Sub Leadsr Fum;i fndama Was
reportedly hiding in the camp biit was -
“ablety’ e5cape; before the camp'was - -
“seized by’ govemmenr farces whict
rhas12 makeshifttems capabfe of gc-
* commodating 30-40 bandits. o
' ., Soldiers recovered homemage b
: eft’hehmd by the bandt
* afterthe firefight as rnihtary ain :
pmwded dlose air ‘support while ground -
: truops polinded the afea with artrlfery ﬁre
: ”Ourtmops were able to cordon the
" enemy die fo the acéirate and timely
indirect fires and close’ arrsupport delw—
- ered by our Artil) lery andthie’ Phrhppzne _
AirForce, g tivymax, :
E_Force Basilan commander said.
" Meanihile, Captain Jo-anpy
Petinglay, spokesman for the Westers
Mindanao Command, quoting Rports
from Army commanders in Basilan,
-said about 20 bandits were killed in the
clashes since May 11, '

. She added troops alse recovered sev-
efal foodstuffsand explos:ves coinpo-
“nents capahle of makmg 30 improvised
“explosive device, where the Special-

- Forces Demolition Speczahsts recovered
three live 1EDs, .
JULMUNIR 1 JANNARAL
AND AL JACINTO

nai 85
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HIS vyear's
joint military
: exercises between
Philippine and US
troops remains “relevant
and beneficial” even if
scaled down to training
on counter-terrorism
and humanitarian
assistance and disaster
relief (HADR), the
American training
director for the
“Balikatan” {shoulder
to shoulder) exercises
said,

“Despite the fact that this is not a
large-scale conventional force, a por-
tion of ‘Balikatan' this year, the coun-
ter-terrorism {training) is legitimate.
It's real, its something we're doing
together and 1 think that continued
training on that is beneficial for both
of our nations,” Lt. Gen. Lawrence
Nicholson said shortly after the oper-
ing ceremonties of theannual military
drills this week.

"HADR is always relevant and |
think especially as typhoon season
[draws near] across the region,
our ability to respend and help
neighbors has never been more
important,” he said.

“Balikatan” 2017, which began
on May 8 and will end on May
19, features mostly high-impact
HADR training, including rescu-
ing people trapped in a collapsed
structure during a massive earth-
quake and landing relief units and
goods in a typhoon-isolated area.

HADR is one of the missions

be Hanila @im'e

§

@ U L @ ﬁ ? | g E”E @1 U L ﬁ’ embers of the Ph!ippinend US armies prticipaef'

Page: 75( §

in a search-and-tescue drill during the annual ‘Balikatan’ (shoulder to shoulder) joint military exercises at Fort

Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija last May 12.

President Rodrigo Duterte wanis
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines to be proficient in, aiong
with counter-terrorism.

When asked whether US troops,
2,600 of whom are participating in
"Balikatan,” felt let down because
of the exercises” focus on HADR
and counter-terrorism, Nicholson
said this was not the case,

“I can te}l you that every Marine,
sailor, soldier, man coming to the
Philippines for the exercise, is not
disappointed. They are iooking
forward to it, Again, as  said, HADR
and counter-terrorism are two criti-
cally important areas of concemn for
both of our nations, {or all other
nations, so | think there’s z lot of I

[}

PHOTO BY MIKE DE JUAN

worlc to be done,” he said.

Atotal of 2,800 Filipinos and 80
military personnel fiom the Aus-
tralian Defense Force are also par-
ticipating in the 12-day exercise.

“Theres a lot of sharing of tech-
niques and tactics and procedures
so we'te excited by the work that we
are going to do, and yes absolutely,
we think |that} in the years ahead,
there will be different focuses for
‘Balikatan, sc I'm confident of this
year's success,” Nicholson said.

The exercises were only down-
scaled after Duterte sought to end
the "Balikatan” exercises with the LIS
last year, so as not to agitate China.
Duterte also claimed there was no

Stransfer oftechnical know-how during

lasge-scale drills with the Americans, -

Manila however has treaty obli-
gations with Washington.

Apart from the 1951 Mutual
Defense Treaty in which both coun-
tries agreed to defend each other in
case of an external attack, Manila
and Washington signed ir 1998 a
Visiting Forces Agreement {VFA)
governing the conduct of American
soldiers in the Philippines.

The 1C-year Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement signed by
the previous Aquino administra-
tion in 2014, a supplement to the
VEA, allows the rotational presence
of US troops as well as theiraccess
to Philippine military faciliies, |

PNA




Army Vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com— Tei o, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

“’ E\iay 2017 Page: 5

i A

Nlcholson has sald _
= “Despzte the fact that th i
not alargescale conventionai force,
& portmn of ‘Balikatan’ this year,i,
; the counter terronsm" (trammg) 18

: g0
that com&mueﬁ training on- that g
beneficial for both of our nations.:
HADR is always relevant and.l:
think especially as typhoon season.
{draws near) across the region, our
ability to respond and help: -
neighbors has never been mors.
important,” Nicholson said shorily
after the'opening ceremonies on

the annuai mxhtary exercxses

counter ferrorisin.

_2 600 of whon are participatin
: “Balikuian,” are’ feelmg let d
due to the exercises’ foeus on -

said, HADR and countererroris
-are two critically important areas::
‘of concern for both of ournat o
| for-all othet nations, s0'I: thmk_
| there'sa lot of wurk to be éone i
{ hesald:

<o Helilatont 21T Teatures’:

? 'mostiy Hight impact HADR drills,
; ‘which mclude rescuing people:.
; f-trapped in a co’llapsed_ structurey :

When asked whether US:

HADR. and ‘counter-terro
Nlcholson said this-is not the-

T can’ teH you’ tha every. ..
Marme sa:ior, S{}ldler, man-corming -
to'the Piu}:ppmes for the _m’rczq B,
3 net dlsappomted.: The are':-‘{

;Y total af 2 8(}0 I‘xhpinma d

| 80 militaty personnel from:the
Austra}mn Defense I‘o1 ce: are aiso- :

techmques and tactics ‘and

1 procedizes 50 we're excited by the -

work that we are going to do, and
yes ahsolutely, we think (that) in
the years shead, there will be
different foouses for ‘Bulikatan,’ 50
I'm confident of this year's success,”

1 Nicholson said..

‘The “Balikatan® exercises
formally began on May 8 and will
end on May 19 R
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go Duterte onSatur-.
day watned that the jihadist Islamic.
. State forces have already migrated to-
;i;:the Cie tral Mindanao fromtheir lairs:

Suldpr :

yari. From Jolo, they have mlgrated“
jto*Centra! ‘Mmdanao," Duterte saad m_.

U Dutert ns:sted that the only thing
hewon't “do s to talk with terrorists,

--and thatthe full might of the: mliltary*

--will be used to destroy them,

i : = Oneof
% em»w . dopted asthe: chairofthe
1515 in Mindanao?” Duterte said, wn:h-_
“out explaining further. .~ :
“Now we have jets ... f am uslng
it,-before we didn't use ;t but now, |
~ have to use them hastily to [destroy]
the enemy. Because they're very dan-
gerous,” he added. .

Armed Forces. of the Phlfippmes Gen-

_ “eral Eduardo Afio, told the Holse of

. Representatives. the - ‘government
" will:continue'its assault '$0.as not:to

3glve the terror groups a.chance: tc re-

 the peace talks between: thelgovem-
~-mentand th ‘Moro !slamac,L:berataon

threats: ‘coming-from

“dom’ i

-extremist
"“groups,suchasthe Abu Sayyaf Group
-andthe Bgngsamoro Istamic Frees

ers, Islamiic. State in iraq

_.and Syria (1SIS)-identified local tétror-
- ist-groups;;and foraign’ terrortsts_that'

. “they are-closely: ‘monitoring,” ‘and
extortion activities of leftists grolips;

“such as the Communist:Party of the
Philippines, New People’s Army and

National Democratic Front, the two
military officials noted. -

- John Paclo Bencito

and Rio N. Araja
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a darafing (nés Sagawa Tig Survey sa “Meron nang afrshi
'Eﬁ;rg\riaease saCas:guran,- ) Egg?araos angl«l%SM '?t_ kilometrong submerged - doon, pi;sﬁggglaarir;t%e
- - AFP forces ng “Civit Mili- - shelf’ sa pagitah ng kara- ~ shi s ang kail q

. bAlng Casnguzan ay 'taryl,Actr.vItie.s from the' ‘gatan nigAurora at Isabela gavfr]m gntgpa njq?(gsl;rga?ng
kabilang ‘sa’ venue ng Sea’ sa Casiguran.:Ang =~ sa NortherriLuzon. ' {Joy Cantos}
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Troops seize Abu Savvaf encampant in Basilan province

From the Mindanao Examiner {May 13} Troops seize Abu Sayyaf encampant in Basilan province

in Sumisip town in the troubled province of

Government troops seized an Abu Sayyaf encampment on a remote hillto
Basilan where security forces continue fo pursue the hotorfous militant group tied te the islamic State, officials said Saturday.

Officials said soldiers also recoverad homemade bomb components teft behind by militants under Puruji indama after
engaging them in a firefight. Military aircrafis, officials said, provided close air support while ground froops pounded the ares with

artiliery fire.

Captain Jo-ann Petinglay. a spokeswoman for the Western Mindanao Command, guoting reports from army commanders in
Basilan. said as many as 20 militants were kilied in the clashes since May 11, but the military could not provide proofs of the
claims except for information allegedly provided by civilians and former militants who surrendered to them.

Petinglay, reading from the army reports, said troops discovered about 8 dozen makeshift tents at the encampment that could

accommodate at least 40 militants,

Basilan, one of 5 provinces under the Muslim autonomous region, is a stronghold of the Abu Sayyaf which has been fighting for the

esiablishment of a caliphaie in the country.

http:/mindanacexaminer.com/troops-seize-abu-sayyal-encampani-in-basilan-provines/
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ARMM seeks help of Islamic scholars v. terrorism

From the Mindanac Examiner (May 13); ARMM seeks help of Islamic scholars v, terrorism

The Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).have.convened around 300 LHama {Islamic scholars) from.across-the -
country for a three-day {12-14 Mav} summit that aims o explore the role of Muslim scholars and religipus leaders in the fight
against terrorism.

ARMM Governor Mujiv Hataman said terrorists use inappropriate interpretations of Islamic principies to strengthen their
cause and encourage the commission of vicious acts, "We-urge our Utama that if we are on the right position we should

move to show whatis Flght, and let's condamn what s wrong.” he said.

The Philiopines ranked 12th among the countries heavily affected by terrorism in the 2016 Global Terrorism index of the Instituie for
Economics and Peace, and the presence of the Abu Sayyat Group and the Maute group, the country’s leading terrorisi groups, in at

least two of its provinces brings the ARMM at the forefront of the fight against terrorism in the country.

The three-day “Ulama Summit Against Terrorism” is an inifial step of the ARMM government to enlist the support of islamic
scholars to combat terrorism. The national government considers terrorism as an urgent and crifical nationat security threat,

Hataman sai¢ Muslim schotars can contribute fo the advocacy against terrorism by educating people about the true teachings of Islam
most especially on the principles of juslice, compassion, peace and harmony.

Shelkh Abdulrahman “Abu Hurayra” Udasan, mufti of the Darui-ifta Bangsamoro, said thal “there should be a distinclion between
the normative {eaching on Islam that is based on the glorious Quir'an and the cultural practices of the Musiims which may or may not be

consisient with the normative teaching of isfam.”

Heemphasized that Islam means peace “and this can automatically counier ferrorism and extremism, becauwse peace inlslam
is 2 keviof association notisclation; itis 4 kev of accommodation not mardinatization.”

Aside from the Ulama, the summil is also being attended by local and regional government officials, military and police officials,
represeniatives from civil sodiety organizations and the media.

hiip:/mindanacexamingr.com/armme-seaks-help-ol-isiamic-scholars.-v-terrorism/.
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Tagalog news: Walang presensya ng Abu Sayyaf sa Palawan, ayon sa

From the Phifippine Information Agency (May 13): Tagalog news: Walang presensya ng Abu Sayyaf sa Palawan, ayon sa
WESCON

Tinlyak ng Western Command (WESCOM; na wala pang nakakapasok na mivembro ng bandidong Abu Sayyaf sa lalawigan ng
Palawan al lungsod ng Puerio Princesa.

Sa ginanap na press conference kasabay ng inter-agency meeting na pinangunahan ng WESCOM kasunod ng ipinaiabas na trave!
advisory ng embahada ng Estados Unidos noong Maye 8, binigyang diin ni LL. General Raul dal Rosario, commander ng WESCOM na

base sa kanilang pagbabantay na ginagawa, negatibo ang lalawigan sa presensya ng ASG.
“Base sa inteliigence report. walang presence ng ASG sa Palawan”, pahayag ni del Rosario.

Sa ipinalabas na abiso ng embahads ng Amerika, nagbabala ito s2 kanilang mamamayan na nasa Palawan na mag-ingal sapagkat
may bania ng terorismo sa jugar, kung saan partikular na binanggit ang Puerto Princesa Underground River (PPUR).

Magugunitang nagdekiara ng heighiened alerl status ang WESCOM kasuned ng nangyaring engkuwentro sa pagitan ng fropa ng
gobysmo at grupong Abu Sayyal sa Bohol. pero mas lalo pang hinigpitan ngayon ng pinag-sarmang fakas ng iba't ibang ahensya ng

pamahalazan ang seguridad sa laiawigan dahil sa ipinalabas na babala.

Naniniwala ang pamahalaan sa ulat na posibleng makapasok ang ASG sz lalawigan, pero tiwala rin ang WESCOM na sapat ang
kanitang maigling na pagababantay al pagpapatrolya sa mga posibleng daanan upang hindi magtagumpay ang bandidong grupo.

Dagdag pa ni WESCOM Commander det Rosario. may babala man ¢ wala ang ibang bansa, nananatiling nakataas ang kanilang alerio
dahif kinakailangan nliang protekiahan ang mamamayan ng Palawan at ang industriva ng turismo dito na siyang pinagmumulan ag

pag-angat ng ekonomiva ng ialawigan.
Sinigurs rin ng mga awloridad na hindi na mauulit ang insidente ng pangingidnap noon ng ASG sa Dos Palmas Resort ilang taon na
ang nakaliiipas.

hilp/inews.pia.cov.phianticle/view/332 14845481 27 Aagalog-naws-walang-presensya-ng-abu-savyai-sa-palawan-ayon-sa-wes com
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Pangasinan police director says no NPA extortion in his area

From the Philippine News Agency (May 13). Pangasinan police director says no NPA extortion in his area

A Pangasinan police official has disclosed that extortionists ~ and not the New People’s Armv {NPA) -- couid be behind the
threatening fext mpssages received by some people and.businesses in the province. which-he insisted-has lona-beeny-
insurgency-free.

Provincial police director. Senior Supt. Ronald Otiver Lee, said the unknown senders of these text messages could be
claiming that they are NPA rebels demanding revolufionary taxes, but are no more than plain extortionists.

Lee said they have investigated most of the text messages referred by the recipients to them and they have found out that
these were the works of extortionists out to make some fast money from their intended victims.

"These:ars not actially NPA rebels But st plain extortionists ising the ‘name ofthe WIPA™ said Lee in a talk to newsmen.

He cited thal in one case they investigaled, they traced the sender of the texi massage to Mindanao, oo far away from Pangasinan

where {he recipient lives,

Lee thus calied on the public not to panic and not to give in {o the demands of the extortionists,

Instead, report the matler 10 the police s¢ the culprils could be identified and arrested, he said, noting thal the senders of these text
messages would send couriers to collect the money from the victims or send a pariicular address where the money could be wired

through a local remitlance company.

Giving in to their demands would only lead io more demands, he said. stressing that this has io stap.

hitp:/fwww. ona gov, shiindex php/articles/887338
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ARMM dev't key to fight vs terrorism, says military official

From the Philippine News Agency (May 13} ARMM dev't key to fight vs terrorism, says military official

A ranking military official has recognized the important roles Musiim religious leaders play in preventing the spread of islamic extremism
angd terrorism.in Mindanao.. . . e e

Western Mindanac Command chief, Maj, Gen, Carlito Galvez, told Muslim clerics attending the "Uama Summit Against
Terrorism” that developing communities is one of the effective ways to contain extremism espoused by militants who use
Islam as the basis for recruiting poor residents of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).

The three-day summit, which began Friday and will end Sunday, was organized by ARMM Regional Gov. Mujiv Hataman and

ARMM Darul Ifta (House of Opinions).

“We are together employing different approaches towards that goal and one of the solutions we alse saw il Is the cantinuing
impiementation by the ARMM government of infrastructure projects in areas where there are fanatical extremist groups,” Galver said.

He said socioeconomic developments, such as roads, seaports, and other facilities, improve poor communities and provide them

sources of livelihood.
With improved communities. people will lose interest in extremism, he pointed out.

At the start of the summit. members of Muslim religicus leaders and preachers expressed support for Malacafang's anti-

terrorism drive.

Three major extremist groups are found in the ARMM's Maguindanac. Lanao del Sur, Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi provinces.
These are the Abu Sayvaf Group. Maute Terrorist Group, and Bangsameoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF}, all of whom have

pledged allegiance {o the Islamic State of Irag and Syria (SIS},

Hataman said the summit sesks the support of Muslim preachers from ARMM provinces and other regions in Mindanao in preventing

the entry of jihadists and extremisis in their communities.

These extremists use islam as g jumping board In recruiting young Moros to join them and promoie violence, he said.
Hataman has repeatedly saic that Islam means peace and it does not, and will not. promote violence against any human being.

Present during the opening program on Friday were some 300 Moro clerics, youth organizations, police and military officials, as well as
provincial and regional elected officials.

Security was fight inside and cutside the 10-hectare ARMM compound with six platoons of soldiers and a company of police securing
the detegates.

A sumpmit on terrotism held in Talayan town in Maguindanao last month, apparently andered the extremists. who allegediy set
off a roadside bomb at the summit's venue a day after the gathering of Muslim clerics.

Security officials have assured the ongoing event would be safe.

hitp:fiwww, ona gov.phfindex php/articles/987347
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Military welcomes Muslim clerics’ action against terrorism

From the Philippine News Agency {May 13} Military welcomes Muslim clerics’ action against terrorism

A top military official here weicomed the move of the Muslim clerics. partlculariv in the Autonomous Reqaon m M m

Mindanap (BRVN). ior taking an active role in the fight against ferforism.

Lt Gen. Carlite Galvez. Jr.. commander of the Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom), said there is a need for all the
stakeholders to gontain the spread of religious extremism and radicalism here in Mindanao.

“Security is a shared responsibility that needs sustainment of partnership between the differant stakeholders, security
sectors, the'locd] government-units, the academe, #nd religious sectors, and other stakéholders to defeat the thiaal of

farrorism i Southatn Philippines” Gaivez said.

Gaivez was one of the rescurce persons in the three-day Ulams Summit. which started on Fridav in Cotabato City,

Around 300 Uama and Ustads from all over the country attended the event which was conseptualize after Daesh groups were
monffored recruiting in the different areas of Mindanac especially among the vouth.

“Therd s aneed fo iinite ol our sfforts 10 Win the war agginst Islamic extramism ahd terrorism in our region. We must

condemn all terror actions of international and local ferrorist groups.” Galvez said.

Alih Aiyub, secretary general of the Ulama Council of the Philippines, in & {ext message to the Philippines News Agency, said the

Ulama should actively spread the correct teachings of Islam.

"When these terrorsts are brave enough to do evil, we the Ulama are even braver 1o do good to prevent and counter corruption and
terrerism in the land. This is our sacred duty as reiigious leaders,” Alyub said, referring to the threat of terrorist groups against Ulama.

A radical group which calls itself as "Dawia Islamiva” issued a threat prior to the start of the summit. threatening Uiama who

would attend the ever,

“Tofhosewho have ‘Ulama relatives. warn vourparents, ‘brothers and-childrennot fo attend the summit-because if something
happens to-them along the way of 'in the end, don't teli us vou were not warned.” the staiement said,

Bawia Isiamiya, roughly franslates to “lslamic state.” is boelieved ic have pledged allegiance to 1818.

The group claimed that ARMM Gov. Mudiv Hataman has been using the Ulama for his personal agenda, and that the summit would
resuli to Ulama branding members of the radical group as terrorists.

in & separate statement, Halaman noled that terrorism and security-related problems in the region had been hampering economic
growth, and the support of refigious leaders were pivotal to community-based intiatives towards sustainable development and against

terrorism in the region.
He said thal the economies of ARMM could only post iess than one percent growth last vear whife that of the neighboering areas posted

tour to six percent growth. "This is because security threals pose limits in the region's economic expansion.” he added.

The ama Summit aims {o chart a policy and action plan to overcome the issues of extremism and radicalism. Aivub said.

The summit was initiaied by the Office of the Regional Governor and the Regional Darut Ifta of the ARMM.

http:/fwwwe. pna.gov.phiindex php/articles/887440
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