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By GifC.Cabacungan =
@gcabacunganINQ

esident Dutertes task force
illegal ambimg is taking

his - month, with sweeping
hanges 1;1{ the state-run small

(e

legal ‘numbers /games in the
count :

Ju t ce Se etary Vitahano

.Agm re Il is head of the fask

force along/ with Executive
Secretary Sglvador Medialdea
‘and Finange Secretary Carlos _

T

nter stag inhis war.on cfime

- President’s -all-out war against :

- crime after startihg with illegal -
ek -;:drugs and moving on'to corrup-' 5
- tion,

- "After drugs and corrupnon,

T was instructed by the Presi-
~“dent to investigate illegal gam-
._\:hng, small town lottery and -

nfine gambling. I'm just watt:

ing for the EO (executivé or- .
'-der),"Agulrre sa1d '

itown lotyery” (STL), which, he_:__'-
fhopeswx | finally'slay “jueteng,” -
/“masiao/’ two-ball and other il-

ot ﬁimn topicsin last Monday s

Cabinet . mesting, - where: the
‘President expressed his plan to

provide free medicine to indi- -

-gentFilipinos by generating bil-

- lions of pesos in tax revenues by
. coming down hard on propri-

etors of illegal numbers games,
‘he’said.-

guirre said that the task"

and ‘masiao operators were
able to coopt the ST opeéra:
tions of the Philippine Charity
Sweepstakes Office (PCSQ),
which was launched in the Ar-

royo.administration specxfxcal-:
ly to legalize these numbers

games,

said.-
“"What the President wants

‘is for the PCSO to collect every-

thing that it should be garning.

That is where he will get the
‘money to give free medlczne to -

vAguirre said the President’s
nmain concern was how jueteng

“It was supposed to kﬂ}_
.. jueteng but it has only been re-
- mitfing 10 to 15 percent 6f What

the President believes shoultl go

" to the government,” Aguirre’_

111pmos,” hesaid. .

imdustry of illegal operators'

and generate massive funds
-for the Presu:Ients soc1a1 pro—-_ _
*}ects :
- Aguirre said ﬂlegal gamblmg _
would be the third front i in the

rce was almost finished with

.:1ts reforms in STL, while the'ex-

ecutive .order would lay down

the powers and'areas.to becov- -
< -ered by the task force in going -
afterillegal online’ gammg oper- .

ators

2

o ..Aguzrre said’ the Presuient 5

main targets were jueteng’
lords and masiac operators”
who continued to thrive. de-.
spite efforts to stop their illegal -
operations in the last few aci~ .
. Ministrations. o
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A National Bureau of Inves-
tigation report released in 2016
revealed “that STL operators

at abld for the STL franchises and

The new PCSO baard led
by formier police Director Jose
Jorge Corpuz as chair and for-
mer Marine Major = Gen.
Alexander Balutan as general
mafager, questioned. why the
previous management : had
limited the number of STL op-
erators to only 18 since ft was
launchedin 2006, o :

As part of reforms to make
STL live up to its original-pur-
pose as a “jueteng killer,” PCSO
has expanded the list of STL op-
erators to bring in more compe-
tition. It has also toughened up
on the collection of the govern-
ment’s share and cracked down

~on the bribery of police and Io-

caI gavernment protectors. -
. Aguirre said over 200 made

. 'He'said even alleged jueter

lord ‘Charlie” “Atong” Ang was
‘forced to bid for the STL fran-

chises as he has been operating
jai alai inside the Cagayan
Freeport- and its subsidiary
game, Virtual'2 Ball, Meridien
Vista Garmning Corp, -

“He {Ang) has to stop Meri-
dien because he has to apply for

+an_ STL franchise. He doesn't,
“’pay taxes unlike $TL -which,-al-
though they cheat, at least pay
to PCSO,” said Aguirre, whowas

not sure if Ang won any STL
franchise,
Aguirre said the crackdown

on STL and illegal numbers

games began months before the

: 2 Lam for bnbery _and __e_cq_
- many franchises would be al- sa : § ‘orterec
- lowed t operaté nationwide. -

. the displacement.”

Department of Justice and NBI
busted gaming tycoon Jack
Lam's illegal gambling _opera-

‘tions at Fontana Casifne in; Pam_a
+panga-and Fort Hocandigin'Tlo:

cos Norte, 'I‘he Pres
ued ‘an ‘arrest warrant ag

settlehishack taxes. :
Senate Majority Leade Vi-
cente Sotto Ui mednwhils said
stringent enforcement against
ilegal gambling would work::
‘I think tenacious 1mpie-

- mentation will be effectxve "’

Sotto said, "We just have to
have an alternative develop-
mertt program for small-tire
bookies so that they will accept

Sen. Francis Escudero sald
he wanted to see the order fu:st
while other senators sought far
comment yesterday did not’ re—
spond. —WITH A REPORT FROM TAR—
RA QUISMUNDD INQ B

3
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"’fWe'yvere a]ﬁn'ost hopeless but | arﬁy -

thankfut we were able to come home
- safely;"Filipino crewman Glenn Alinda-
 jao, 31, said ina news briefing. E

The 38-year-old Park did not speak

with reporters but like Alindajao, ap-
 peared weak arid grew a beard while
Cincaptivity. - e
~_#They were physically maltreated
" without any provocation;’ Dureza told
- AFP. "They have been very stressed
- out. They were moved from one place

to another, sometimes sleeping in for-
 ests, different houses, eating just dried
 fish and drinking water from brooks!

Dureza said the Muslim rebel group
the MNLE, which is in peace talks with
the government, helped in facilitating
the hostages’release.

The ships owners also negotiated
for their freedomm, according to Dure-
za, adding that he was not aware if a
ransom was paid to Abu Sayyaf, which
does not normally free hostages with-
‘outhuge sums of money.

- The spike in abductions sparked
indonesian warnings that the region
coutd become the "next Somalia” and
pushed the three nefghbors to pledge
coordinated patrols.

Dureza said he would recommend
that ships have armed security.

Duterte, who took office last year,
vowed to destroy the Abu Sayyaf and

S e deployed thousands of extra troopsto...
defeatthem. - '

But the militants have defied more
than a decade of similar US-backed of-
fensives, surviving in their mountain-
ous and jungle-clad strongholds inthe
poverty-plagued southern Philippines.

"The two hostages even planned to
escape but they could not. They dis-
covered that the community around
is very supportive;’ Dureza said. “They
are able to benefit from [the kidnap-
pings]. With AFP

b
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(Update) Military honors soldier kilied by Sayyaf

From: the Philippine Star (Jan 14): {(Update; bilitary honors soldier kilied by Sayyaf

The military yesterday accorded funeral honors i an elite Army Special Forces officar, the first casualiy o
year in the military’s fight against the Abu Savva’ in the junales of Easilan.

Capt. Clintor Capic was shot during a nine-naw firgfight batweern the military and the bandit grour ir Sa:
Cabeaban. Sumisig fown on Thursday.

Tre troope clashad with 60 10 80 Abu Sayva’ memners ied by Furd indame. 7ne milltary forces launches the

attack following iniefligence reports of & bic formauor of bandite in the area.

Capic was commanding officer of the 1si Spacia
Forces Battalion to help run after remnants o7 the Lbu Savval in Basilan,

P

~orces Company assigned to augment the 4th Spesia

Western Mindanao Command spokesman Maj. Filemon Tan Jr. saic the soldiers led by Capio were closing in

for an assault when Capio was hit by enemy fire.

“During the first few minutes of the firefight. there were troops wounded. Caplain Capic was not yet hit ai the
time, Thair task was to help the soldiere whe were pinned down, so they provided suppressive fire so the
wounded could withdraw and then advanced. i was two hours in the gunfight that he was hit,” 1Lt. Ron JR

Villarosa. civil military officer of the 4th Speciai Forces Battalion, told The STAR,

Capic was killed by & single enemy bullet that grazed the right side of his iemple barely a centimeter from the
cover of his Keviar helmetl.

"He was wearing heimet but the angle of the cap might had been in an open position because they ware
moving in for assaull when he was unfortunaiely hil” Tan said.

(e
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Capio was & member of the Philippine Mifiary Academy class of 2006, His remains wouid be fiowr: to Baguic. .
his hometown. via C-130 military plans.
Capio’s fellow soidiers said they would aiways remember him as a fighting leader who never iet his troops
down.
“ie.was a.very.soft-spoken person. & gentieman. an officer and definitely 2 fighting leader’ wnc "fights from

the front,” Villarosz said.

“tyis fellow troops and team leader describe him as & fatherly figure. . They can't say anything bad about him.

He is really a very capable leader,” he addec.

Artmy spokesman Col. Benjamin Hao described Capic as a “silent-type kind of person” who was “very
dedicated in his work and the task given him”

“he was also the TARZAN (he topped the physical fitness) during thelr ranger course.

hitp /www.philstar.comfheadlines/207 771017 47BE2E 33 imilitarv-honors-soldier-killed-savyal

-y

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




Army Vision. By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tef no, {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

> January 2017 W i A SR N LES

restado ang isdng ‘nagpakilalang Army reservist, na Ka-

t umano ng isang Japanesé syndicate na may kinalaman

sa modus nd ‘murder for insurance’, kahapon ng UMmALA §3

© <.t Ayonkay."Chief Inspector Romy Lanzarrote,’ ‘hepe ng

Criminal Investigation and Detection Group ng Southern Po-

lize Distriet (CIDG-SPD) nakildla arig inarestong suspect na

si Kirby Patricio Tan, at naninirahan sa Brgy. Pulang Lupa ng
aasabing lungsod. )

Alas-10:00 ng umaga nang arestuliin ng mga pulis i Tan
sabahay nito sa naturang Ingar kung saan nzakumpiska rito ang
dalawing baril at isang granada. ' : o

Nabatid, na si Tan umanc ay kasabwat ng isang Japanese
syndicate na ang modus ay ‘murder {o claim insurance’, kung
saan dalawang Hapones na ang pinatay.

Madus ng sindikato na magtayo ng kompanya sa bansa,
at hihimukin makisosyo sa kanila ang kapwa nila Hapones,
pagkatapos ay ipapa-insured at saka nila ipapapatay at-ang
magiging beneficiary ay ang kompanya. o

Nabisto ang modus ng sindikato ng kanilang patayin ang
huli nilang biktima na si Tatsuya Nakamura kung saan naaresto
ang tatlong Hapones af isang Filipina, '

Sa ngayon ay pinaghahanap pa ang isa pang Hapotes na
miyembro rin ng sindikato, C

Nangako naman si Tan na makikipagtulungan siya sa mea
awtoridad upang mabigyan ng hestisya ang pagkamatay ng
kanilang mga nabiktima. {Lordeth B. Bonilla)

4
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'JOLO—A South Korean ship: cap-'-:'i : Presxdent s hometown
tain and ‘his Filipino_ crewman
wese freed by their captor

'Saturday to Pluhppine autho

ﬁ_sald Dureza. ;
i You know the polcy of the
been paid but would not ruleout government. We don't-pay ran-
what one official said were pri- som,” he said in a press confer-
vate efforts that could haveledto. ence in Davao City after fetch-
ransom payment, .- - v ;. ingthetwo freed captives. .

. ‘Membersof the Abu Sayyaf o' He sald,.though, that there
an al-Qaeda linked crime group . could have been private efforts
behind dozetis .of kidnapping tofreeParkand Alindajao. -
cases in Mindanao, handed Park - . “If there are efforts taken by
Chul:hong;the-South::Korean:: the private-sector, that: 1s their.
skipper, and ‘Glenn - Alindajao, " concetn. a’nd not ours, said
his Filipino ‘crewman; -over to-- Dureza..~ - :
Moro National Liberation Front -~ He said the two captwes
(MNLF) members. were turned over to him by Sulu
. MNLFE members turned over Gov. Abdusakut Tan on Satur-
the freed captives to Philippine daymorning.

officlals in this town, the capital Atleast 2y hostages many of
of Sulu province, a known bas- them forelgn crewmen, remain
tionoftheAbuSayyaf. . . in the hands of dlfferent Abu

The freed: hostages: appeared'? - ‘Sayyaffactions;he said: .
well ‘but “Wwere not immediately -~ = There have been persxstent
allowed to speak toreporteys, . speculations, however, * that

Park is captain of MV Dong- . . most of the freed hostages have
bang Giant. II, a cargo ship - beenransomed off. e
where - Alindajao worked ‘as a' - Without & known foreign
crew member, . .source'of funds, the Abu Sayyaf

The ship was s’ailing'off Bon- has survived mostly on ransom
gao in Tawi-Tawi on its way from Kkidnhappings. ..

Australia toits mother port in Je-. A’ confidential Phllippme
ju in South Korea when 10 armed govemment threat assessment
men forcibly boarded it. _ report seen by ‘The Assoclated

President Duterte’s peace Press Iastyearsaxd the militants
adviset,. Jesus Dureza, flew pocketed at least P353 million
with the two on board & jet from ransom.—JEOFFREY MAITEM,
from Jolo to Davao City, the ' JsuLieALIPALA AND AP TNQ

a
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: By JAIME LAUDE

3 umfonned serv1cés and
civilian employees of the mili-

tary received the raise prom-

ised to them by theé Aquino
administration, the Armed
Forces of the Philippines
{AFP) announced yesterday.
.. The raise was not reflected
in their base pay, but in their
mon’&ﬂy provisional allowance.
It was former president Be-

nigno Aquino Il who devised . .

a compensation package for
active soldiers and policemen
by issuing Execttive Order 201,
which increased their monthly
allowance and hazard pay.

* President Duterte promised
to double the salaries of soldiers
and policermen, but this failed to
materialize due to lack of funds

. tobankroll the increase. .- -
* As mandated by law, rais-
ing the base pay of soldiers
and policemen will require the

government o also taise. f:he
- monthly pensions of ;m111tary

and police retirees. -

When Aquino was presx~
dent, he went around the law
by issuing EQ 201.

Under EC 201, the month-
Iy allowance comes in four

“tranches. The first franche
took effect late last year and
the sacond tranche this month.

A soldier with the rank of
'Techmcal Sergeant got P1,196
in the first tranche and P1,275
in the second tranche.

Aside from raise-in provi-
sional allowance, scldiers aiso
stand to receive an increase in
hazard pay this year amount-
ing to P540 as cornpared to last
year’s P390,

-2 In 2018, the soldiers’ haz-.
ard pay is programmed to be

raised to P690 and to P340 in
2019,

o
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~-the Philipp and: Chir
. Secretary Delfin Lorenzana. in
" %o visit. Pag-Asa Island in the dispute

© Spratlys archipelago in the SouthChina

© While'rio ¢pecific date has been se
for the trip, Camp Agtiinaldo’ insiders

revealed the visit is now being arranged.-

Lorenzana himself confirmed his
planned trip to the island town, sayin
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP

3 fuhgreaf Gen. Eduardo Ano will accompany

’Wea{aifPIMng t6 go'-fhefe With the

chief of staff,” Lorenzana said, adding that
sorne members of media canjoin the trip.
Formerly a military garrison, Pag-Asa
Island is'now home to around 300 civil-
ian residents and is :
the seat of Kalayaan
town, a fifth class
municipality of
Palawan province.
Lorenzana has
yet to specify the
purpose of his

i

- pelagéwhile the remaining five claimanit-
' states have overlapping maritime claims

“in the region. 7

plarmed visit to Pag-Asa Island,
centrdl t0 the maritime dispute

ix Spratlys-claimant states —

ines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Tai

' :::Chin'sﬁtt?layfs 'i:lmm--tfﬁ 'tlﬂenf_entj:_e archi-

in the disputed region. il
Camp Aguinaldo insiders said
Lorenzana, aside from visiting the soldiers
in the island town, also wanted to get a
feel of the real situation there following
improved relations with China. w7
Aside from Pag-Asa Island, the: AFP
through Palawan-based Western Com-
mand alsc maintains eight other military
detachments on seven islets and iwo.reefs
Son ) i=Jaime Laude
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FP ho

>easefire accor«

With a rebeifion that is now nearly h R
7 vy half a _ By JAIME LAUDE .
century old, the Armed Forces of the Philip- ; ' A-NDF
& _ T p- National Democratic Front - -
pines (AFP) _I}Qpe_s that the third round of peace - will meet-in Rome on Il;g'ar‘l I'EBCEZ}PZIQTfOA thrEs?
negotiations between the government and the -.out issues Jike:social. and-econoric réforms

Communist rebels will fifially result i Hhe e hal Faxa bl am . s o s TELGLT
SigTr‘iii«Lng of an indefinite %eaSEfiiIe agreeﬁtgni. e ;fnbc?;lgaoﬁigx?s?z ex’cortmn .a:.r-?q".?ll%r-lfzano:n’
P government panel and the Communist. = “We hope evervthing will he Foitiooq ..
Party of the ﬂuhppznes—New People’s Army-*erisure the Is?uéc'ess zf the%evglclé t}?a?kgr’!asleifc? glglo
e - ' " -Edgard Arevalo, AFP Public Af.

{1 fairsOffice chief. . ...~ 77 -
-~ While the AFP js not & party
to the peace negotiations, he said
the government panel is also ask-

ing for inputs from the military.
Some observers see the Rome

- round of talks as a make or brea}

. -stage that could determine if the

peace efforts are still to be pursued. -

“In the third round of peace talks, we are
hoping that we will already have a joint cease-
fire declaration,” Arevalosaid. ... -

Among the concerns the AFP wants tackled
and resolved are the accusations by some in the
business sector that the New People’s (NPA)
is still continuing in its extortion activities
through threat and intimidation.

It cited the burning of several passenger
buses, which run the South Cotabata, Saran-
gani and General Santos City routes, as an
example of these activities. . .

-~ While these extortion activities and burning . - - e
(of buses) could not be considered violations in
the peace talks, it’s very clear that they violate the
existing laws of the land,” Arevalo said.
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" The" modernization of the.
-~ Armed ;. Porces of the

Philippines . (AFP) will
continue under President
Duterte, Dofense Secretary

Delfin Lorenzana yesterday
- gaid.

The AFP Modernization
Program, now on its Second
Horizon, will continue as
planned, he added.

The Second Horizon runs
from 2018 to 2022 and will see
the acquisition of egquipment
mofe attuned to external
defense missions.

Lorenzana earlier had said
the AFP Modernization
Program remains a priority of
the new defense leadership as
the program jibes with the
Duterte adminisiration’s plan
{6 have a credible deterrence

-to7secure Philippine territory,....
. especially its maritime areas.

He said while some

- _projects may be fasi-tracked

to - address:
“terrorism -and insurgency in |

the southern Philippines, the

defense department will
follow the plans laid for the '
AFP Modernizatien Program. .

Some of the equipment’

acquired under the program are
three Hamilton-class cutters,
the latest of which is the BRP

seriminglity,
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Andres Bonifacio (FF-17) that
arrived last December 8 six -
multi-purpese assault eraft; 114

armored personnel carriers;

three brand-new G285 medium -

lift aireraft; three C-130 heavy

transport; four FA-B0PH light-

interim fighter aireraft, the last .
two jets arriving last December !
1; five utility versions of the .

AgustaWestland

attack versions: live landing

craft. heavies; three multi-
purpose attack craft, and two

strategic sealift vessels.

AW-109 -
heticopters ang eight of its '

PRE -
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| KABATAANG KOREANO, NAGPUGAY

SA MGA SUNDALONG PILIPINO NA
- LUMABAN SA KOREAN WAR

NIMNAPU’T anim na ton ang nakalilipas nang maganap ang Korean Warnaong 1950-1953 na
umitil sa 2.5 milyon katao at naging dahilan ng permanenteng alitan na humati sa bansa.
Bxlang paggunita sa mga beteranong sundalo at mga bansang tumidong, nagtayo, ang
p fanng Kcrea :ﬂg mga ban’cayog at monumento na kunukﬂala sa kan:lang mga saknplsyo
-at kabayam}mn.
| ‘Angisasamga onitmeron g 1tmayo ay para saThiga sundalon I Px]lpmo nat iulmban para '
ipagtanggol ang Kalayaan at kapayapaan at nagbuwis ng buhay nioong Korean War, -+~ :

Nag-alay si Namo Kim ng mga bulaklak sa Monument for the Philippine Soldiers. Siya ay kasap1
ng International Peace Youth Group (IPYG), atang kanyanglolo ay isa sa mga smdale noong Korean
War na indlighas ng isang sundalong Pilipino.

. Aniya’yito angkanyang paraan upang maibalik ang kabutihant ngmga P:hpmo sa kanyangloio
noong panzhonng giyera,

“The story described very horrible and awful moment which we could hardly behevetoday No
water to drink, o clothes to change, it was such 2 miserable situation. He even gota gunshot and was
waiting for death. But he could survive miraculously because of the help of the Filipino comrade, he
was always g;rabefzﬂ for that,” aniya.

Kinikilala niya ang sakripisyo ng mga sundalong Pilipine para maipagtanggol ang karulang
pamilya, ainagpahayagng kanyang mataking pasasalamat.

"Now it's our turn to make a return for your family and the Philippines by achlewng peace, ani
Kim. 3

Ang karanasanng kanyang Iolo sa giyera ang nagmulatsa kanyang mga mata para sumagialim sa
kinakailangang military training sa layuning gawing adbokasiya ang kapayapaansa kabataan,

A Korean youth who must serve in the military for 2 years experfences the tragedy inwhichhe
s to be trained to point a gun and fight the samme Koreanrace every day,” aniya.

Ayon sa kanya, upang matamo ang kapayapaan, kailangang yakapin ng kabataan ang diwang
kapayapaar.

“Ithink it's important that we constantly strive to pass down the peaceto thenext generation, not
the war,” aniya.

Naniniwala siya na ang pagtataguyod nig kabataan sakapayapaan ay magkakaroen ng ’buﬁerfly
effect’ na magsisimula sa maliliitna gawana ang 1buhuz1ga ay mahahalagang bagay. Kung sama-samang

B _k11<1los angkaba’caan, ayonsakanya, ay | hindi na magiging imposible ang kapayapaan sa mundo.

“Ithink we can make a world of peace if the youiths take a lead and work rogethér to create: tha T e

- atrnosphere of peace,” sabiniya,
Ang IPYG, na sangay ng Heavenly Culture, World Peace, Restoration of Light, ay organisasyon

nanagsusulong ng kapayapaan sa mundo atng pagtigil ng mga digimaan kasamaang 797 samahan
sa110bansa. PNA
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Wikt

g ibinigay na pahigitng e

ara-pulbusin-ang bandidong Abu

.10 ang:pangaka ni AFP chief of Staff/General Ed r

‘A nagnanais nang ‘matapos ria dng problema sa kidnappi 3

nasa Mindango na kagagawai ng Abu'Sayyafi i L

- Pero'palagay ko, malabong matapos sa loob ng anim na buwan -

. ang problema sa Abu Sayyaf, Hindi maaring baril atbal an; Fang

gawing solugyon mg ‘militar sa problema ng Abir Sayya (giahll

.alam namating. [ahat ang ugat ngiproblema;. E ke R

: : L besien”  Ang matinding kahirapan atkawalan ng hanapbithay sa'mga

- Ingar sa Mindarao ‘angisa $a-pangunahing dahilan kaya may umaanib sa Abu Sayvaf. Yto ay
sa kabila na afamnaman nila na ma giging kriminal at maaring mapatay sila ng-mga otoridad. ;

Kaya malabong matupad ang pangako ng AFP na masugpo-ang bandido sa looh ng. BRim .

<. ANIM fia buwan'an
. of the Philippines (A

"~ na buwan, :

Baka naman niagpapasiklab lang si General-Afio upang petuley na magtiwala
© President Dutertes:” - AL e R T i B
- Angunang gawin ng AFP ay maglunsad dinng mg
. Mindanao lalo na.ang-madalas
Magkaroon din.ng dayalogo

2 proyekio sa mga tugar na mahihirap 5.

pagkunan ng mga miyembrong bandido. : e
ang gobyerno sa pangungusa ng ilang shensiya tuladag DILG,
DSWD at jokal na pamahalaan upang kumbinsihin ang mga namamayan na huwag-umanib s;
- Abu Sayyaf at tiyakin na sita.ay;mabibigyan ng sapat naserbisyo ng gobyemo:s+
- Dahil dit'o‘.-k&pag-_Wal_a;nﬂng.'gustong-umanib’-sa_Abu Sayyaf, hihina na ang puwerss niro at

matatalo nig military. Mawawakasan na an & problema sa Mindanao na naglalagaysadahihiyan
* s4 international commuiity. - : SRR . SRR
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Galvez eyed for top Wesmincom post

A well-rounded £ Army officer wouid be takmg over the Western Mindanao Command ( (Wesmmcom) and lead
the government's all-out fight against various terrorist groups, particularly the Abu Sayyaf group.

Reliable military sources said that incumbent Army 6th infantry Division {ID} commander Maj. Gen.
Carlito Galvez would be taking over Wesmincom from Lt. Gen. Mavoralgo de la Cruz.

A turn-over ceremony is scheduled at Wesmincom next week.

On the other hand, de la Cruz, the same sources said, would be assuming as inspector general of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)}.

A member of the Philippine Military Academy {(PMA) “Sandiwa” Class of 1985, Galvez spent only four
months as Bth |D commander before his bromotion io the three-star position.

Prior to his assumption as 6th 1D chief, Galvez served as AFP deputy chief of staff for operations (J3).

Galvez was the head of the government ceasefire committee when the Mamasapano “massacre” of 44
Special Action Force commandos happened in January 2015 when combined Moro isiamic Liberation
Front (MILF) and Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF} overwhelmed the SAF.

“Passionate, hardworking. focused. If | am a commander, | would like him to be my chief of staff. cperations
officer. My do-it-all officer. He can do any task you give him.” 2 senior Army official said of Galvez.

Another officer described Galvez as “silent worker that produces resulfs.”

‘He is 2 peace-oriented Army field officer.” another source said,

As Wesmincom commander, Galvez will have about 20,000 froaps at his disposal to defeat the Abu Sayvaf

within six months as directed by AFP chief of staff Gen. Eduardo Afho — reiterating President Duterte’s order to

destroy the terrorists.

Earlier, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said that the AFP leadership will be putting new people in
Mindanao to pursue President Duterte’s instruction to defeat the Abu Sayvaf,

“We will be putting new peonle so that we can have fresh approach in addressing [awiess
elements.” | orenzana said.

Relatedly, Rear Adm. Narciso Vingson last Thursday assumed as AFP’s No. 3 man as the deputy chief
of staff,

Vingson succeeded L. Gen. Salvador Meichor Mison Jr. who was promoted as AFP vice chief of staff.

Also of PMA “Sandiwa” Class of 1985, Vingson is the concurrent AFP inspector general.

Vingson previously served as commander of the Naval Education and Training Command and deputy

commander of the Philippine Fleet.
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Pirates Attacking Bigger Ships Off Philippines for Ransom
Money

From GCaptain (Jan 13): Pirates Attacking Bigger Ships Off Philippines for Ransom Money

" ASian pirates are focising more of their attacks on larger mershant shine near the P iep pmes, hopmgfor blgge r _
ransom payments from kidnapping their crew, the head of a regional anti-piracy body said on Friday.

The region’s pirates have changed tactics since October, to target some of the biggest ships travelling through
the Sulu and Celebes Seas, and paying iess attention to small tugs and fishing boats.

The growing probiem has prompted Indonesia, Malaysiz and the Philippines to step up air and sea patrols in the
waters, through which about $40 billion worth of cargo passes each year.

“Big ships ‘helong to bigger owners, so:maybethey think bigger owners can pay more money as aransom,” said
Masafumi Kuroki, executive director of the Regiona! Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed

Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP).

“he group, which has 20 member states, helps co-ordinate informatior, about maritime piracy incidents.

Maritime experts recommend that vessels in the area adopi measures similar 1o those taken againsi pirates off Somaliz
anc the indian Ocean. including evasive action such as zig-zagging. speading up and shining poweriul fights on the

attachers.
“Our advice is that the area should be avoided If al al! possible,” saic Gerry Northwood, chief operating officer at
armed guard company, Marifime Asset Security and Training (MAST),

Some 48 crew have been abducted in 16 attacks in the Sulu-Celebes Ssas since March, of which 15 remain
captive, according to ReCAAP.

In November, four large merchant vessels, including the 17¢.121-deadweighi-tonne (DWT) capesize iron ore
carrier Kumial Shagang. were chased by armed pirates in speed boats during separate attempted attacks in the

. Sulu and Celebes Seas. e :

Abu Sayval militanis have claimed responsibility for many ¢of the atiacis in the area. Land-based operations by the
Philippine military against the group have led militants to focus more on soft targets al sea, Kuroki said,

Despite this rise in abductions, the number of overai! pirate attacks in Asia dropped to its lowest level since
ReCAAP was launched in 2006 to 86 incidents in 2016, down from 203 in 2015, partly due to better co-ordination

by littaral states and adoption of anti-piracy measures by shippers.

hite/iacapiain. comipirates-attacking-bigger-ships-of-pnitiopines-for-ransom-money/
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