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By Nikko Dizon’ :
.@NﬂckoD:zonINQ

The fﬂ’St 1mpeachment ‘com-

platnt agairist President Duterte'

didnot survive even forone day
on . the: House of Representa—
tives . comimittes | on . ‘Justice,
which ‘called “the’ accusations
leveled by Magdalo Rep Gary

:"The -compiaint would have:

! been subjected to a plenary vote

had the committes found it sUffi-

cient-in substance A one-third
vote of the 292-member House s}
needed to automaﬁcally send the

: complamt to the Senate for trial,

Fo]lovnng the d1smlssa.l of the

b 'zmpeachment complaint,” presi-
. dential -spokesperson Frnesto’

Abelia‘said the- -allegarions in the

nen stood
vote on the i

I _House into things fike

this and you areé ‘expeciing: that
we will issuethe stibpoena.’ Only
the impeachment court could is-

sue the subpoena if we [send] this

to the Senate,” said Majority

Leader Rodolfo Farifias,

ty.
mulnple quadmple
isdifficilt to drag

- complaint were from "rehashed

trumped-up ~charges” ‘almed ' at

en; Antomo Trﬂianes IV is"

: bankmg on “other modes" to go
_ ¢ afterthe President. . =

.. Thé senator sald r_he crfrnes
against humamty case’ ‘against
Mr. Duterte filed in the Interna-
tional Criminal Court {(ICC) in The
Hague Was one of those modes,
“They .don't have control
over there and hopefully they're
more objective,” Trillanes sald
referring to the ICC et

~Squad’ (DDS} the alleged'Pz
-billion 111 -gotten wealth of it
Presid

and his farmly,

mth M

undermining the duly constitit- S
i edgow mmen

session, 'i)'rorfiijtéd by the

complamt be accepted as sufﬁ—
clentinform. i

They. cited the commlttee'_

1'tradltlon of applying “liberali

ty” in recognizing xmpeachméﬁt{.

. compiamts atleast in form,”

Mindoro Oriental Rep. Rey- Ao

naldo Umali, chair of the justice.

commiittee, said Alejano’s origi- -

nal and supplemental impeach-
ment complaints were deemed
one because they were both
transmitted to the committee
on May g,

At a press conference, Ale-

jane slammed the commiftee’s’ _

/

Lo

war on IllegaI drugs the: more"'
than. 1,400 murders carried ‘out -
by “the’ so-called Davao Death

and
‘the Chinese incursions znt_o'-'-'
. ‘Philippine terntory supposedly.: -

_ “gte: 111vest1ganon ‘of aIIegatzons
monons -of other committee

. leaders; ‘that the impeachment 'Davao Cxty Ay, :

- ‘Farifas and Urhali thada d1f~
E fi cuIt time extracting a “yes” or
‘no” answer - from- “Alejane; a
batﬂe-scarred Marine. officér. -
' -'-'-Ale;ano 1n31sted that ‘mere
thanayes orno, he shoukd be al-

Iowed to. exp”lam rns anSWEI‘S

that the Premdent When héwas

DDS! o liguidate i
criminals . as “allegéd by

-fessed hit men Edgar Matobato
.- and Arturo Lascanas '

: Contents veri’fi'ed
“I-affirm the contents of the
verification that I have personal
knowledge based on facts cilied
from authentic records " Ale»

' jano said.

“T went through the records

_the testimonies of the witnesses,

I checked it and verified i+ and
for the statements of the Dresi-
dent I even went to the extent of

i - I: 5285, 5295
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the” .complaint 'bad : persunal'i
knowledge . of he
charge but-rehed '

Were supported by the: _wmak'
er's al{y TnIIanes iti the Sénhatein-:
‘Vestigation; saying that'an: afﬁ-_
davitis "hearsay” until’ :

'omplamt ‘agains
:'.Duterte as. propaganda
<z iTh

: 'urged the commitfée: to hst
Alejano’s recitation of f
prove that his complain

: suffic’ient in substance.' _

C “WHile it ds true'that'an im
peachment proceechng is :

litical exercise, it is not a- parti

-san enterprise. A political pro-
cess entails an exercise of vil-

 ues, advocacies and judicions-

“hess: Pamsanshlp is the dlrect :

i opposxte Lagman said.. - 4

' Butitwas 1ron1ca1[y Mmon—

sounded the death. knel]!
“impeachment ‘complaint .
: start of the proceedings by noth
-ing “we are impeaching a Prési-
i dentwith an 8o, 3-percent accep~:
tance-and popularity rating "% -
41 have never seeii a Presx-

. dent well he isn't a year yet in
'office, who is not Jdnteresfed: m"

“qualify that we need:.an’ ‘honest |
Presideit... At the end of the day,f
my honest opinion is, this im-
peachment will not fly,” Suarez
sald. ~WITH REPORTS FROM ca-:ms-_
TINEC. AVENDARIO ANDREUTERS ING -

1)
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' mbers of the M ute

H terror group in‘a remote, vﬁ!age -

D in’ Lanao™ del ‘Sur. province; &' -
a homemade sniper. Barrett i

 Philippine Army officersaid:

- . ..Maj.Gen, Arnel dela Vega, ﬁth
Infantry Dmsmn ‘commander,
said a combined téam of. police-
men ahd solchers raided. a safe

house in Barangay Maxagondong e
in MarGgong town and recovered -
_hlgh-powered ﬁre‘a.rms and bul--

lets from the suspects..
Dela Vega said the group had

been placed on a Weeklong .

'presence of armed men in their
'vﬂlage

Se:zed from the group were

fle,a Somm mortar Iauncher, an
M-60 cal. machine gun, an M-14
rife, an M-16 rifle, 2 Garand ri-
fle,a carbine rifle and bullets.’

“Ttwas a biloodless operation

since ‘the fargets were caught
flatfooted; They were surprised

[by the raid] and failed to [retali-

“ate],” Dela Vega said. . —EDWIN

o, FERNANDEZ ING. |

4
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CAMP SIONGCO Magum anao

'(PNA) - Eleven suspected members |
of the Lanao del Sur-based Maute

terror group were. arrested by, the%-;::;.'"
mlhtary Monday mornmg, an ofﬁcxal-

“said,
The raiding team composed of
personnel from the Sixth Infantry
Battalion (6IB), also confiscated eight
unlicensed high-powered firearms in
the 5:15 a.m. raid on three houses in
the village of Maragondong, Marogong
town in Lanao del Sur, said Major Gen-
eral Arnel delaVega, cnmmander ofthe
BIB “Kampilan” Division

Dela Vega said the’ rmhtary re-

the presence of “new. faces”

was carried out.
Dela Vega said the guns recuvered

" from the arrested suspects-include a
homemade sniper Barretrifle, 60 mm
mortar Jauncher, a cal, M-60 machine -
gun, M-14 rifle, M-16 rifie, M1:Garand -

rifté, earbine and ammunition:

...Dela Vega-said the.operation “was: ..
bloodiess because the suspects were

¥

ih'their You
communitaes who were “armed to the S

" After feéewmgthe htormation and time,
‘verified through a week-long surveil-
““lance, a law enforcement operatmn

Dela Vega sald:the suspects are
now undergomg mterrogatmn at'the

- BIB’3 mam camp m Malahang, Lanao-
- \_del Sur.

= tAISD Selzed-ﬁmm the suspects were.
flagsused by the Maute Group —which
pledged allegiance to the Islamic State
of Irag and Syria ~ mobile phones and

'mﬂltary fatigue uniforms. The Maute
‘Groupis also alhed wnh the Abu Sayyaf
Group. = .
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nessman-miner in Agusan del
Sur Saturday in what the New People’s

Army (NFA) Front 14 described as“pu-
nitive action for the'long record. of hls o

' abusestothe broad-masses.” =

. Ka Ariel Montero, spokesperson of -
Regional Operational Command of NPA
Northeastern Mindanao Region, satdin
the press statement issued yesterday--;j_
that Carson Ceasar “Abud” Lademiora,

along with his aide Leonardo Cacao,
were taken by their comrades fromhis

mine gite in Smug~ang, Rosano Agusan

dei Sur:

Ladémiora roportedly operates &
mine in the high-grade gold rush area

‘of Sinug-ang in the village of Bayugan
3 in Rosario town, which his family has
claimed since the early 1980s.

_.um‘gao-City’;__'—--Comniunist:gﬁe— »
rillas in-Caraga region have .
onfirmed “arresting” a busi- -

'Montero said.

' The guerilias also seized 21 frearms

when it raided the mine gite without -
a single shot hemg ﬁred at around 7 .

a.am,

Lademora is the youngest son of L
the late Constabulary colonel Carlos . .
Lademora, leader of the dreaded Lost

Command, which had repbrfedlylorded
it over in the-area in.the 1980s. - -

-~ “Through the continiing controi of
said armed forces and the remaining
notorious Lost Command forces, the
\Lademora family monopohzed ‘mifing’
in.Sinug-ang, Bayugan 3-and deprived

“other people of livelihood. Residents

feared the existence of said armed

-_lx'm‘ (NGPI) and Aguisan Plantation Inc.
(APY) £0 grab Jand from farmers in the
' towns of Rosario and San; Franczsco for

Page: ?7

‘of the National Guthrle Plantatmnsf

oﬂ palm plantat;ons IR ’
Thousands.of farmers Were vzct1m~

. ized and forced to'sell: or abandon their

tracts of land for fear of harassmerit by

- the Lost Command ‘Montero said..

' "the m h_tary top brass in the
ismissed the kl(inappmg of
nothmg but a-desperate

- eﬂ’ﬂri: {0 raise ansom money because’
' ’che NPA w_gsalreadylosmg the support

group controiled by the Lademoras L : _‘

Montero: de_sc

- iandas aragtagband organized by the -
' elderLademora Wh1ch was composed ;

’

; Madrlgal It L, commander of the Fourth
. Infantry Dmsmn here;

leagues and eriminal eléments. He add-
ed that it functioned as a private army

‘Madrigal added that “thé NPA has
now'resm:ted fo banditr
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ating inthe. Ballkat:;u
< military.exercise in Guiuan, Samar. -

. More soldiers, have-been. deployed
0 secure:Guinan town where post-di-
S ,Js manageable eompared to-other - saster rehabilitationactivities arg: bemg
- provinces in the reg:on where the NPA . conducted as part of the joint exercises
- 'rebels have been waging war against = betweenUS and Philippine forces.

- :government troops over the past ... “We dovalue our relationships with
"_years,” ‘Gador told PNA on Monday. - the US Armed Forces and we are work-
- ‘He made the statement days affer © ing together 40 .accomplish common
“fresh clashes erupted between:the - - objectives of the Balikatan in-Guiuan.
- military ‘and communist rebels in”  Our intent isto do what is necessary
i neaghbermg Northern Samar and Leyte  to improve the stability and security of
- provinces as NPA tries to reriew 1ts -the provmce ‘It’s by working fogether
.“presence in Eastem Vwayas P o ___;that we can acl'ueve our goal of lasting
~+Gadoralso assured the safetyofAmer— peace,” Gador added. (PNA) -

'3\_
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Police and military forces in La-
guna and Quezon provinces have
been‘alerted-to ‘hunt down a band
of New People’s Army (NPA) rebels
that attacked a construction firm in
Majayjay town, Laguna last Sunday

afternoon andreportedly crossed over -
to Luchan, where the Pahxyas Festwal‘- e

is being celebrated. .

Areport from the: Phlllppme Ar '
my 5 202nd Infantry Brigade (202 IB)
said an army soldier and a Civilian~
Armed Forcés Geographlcal Umt;

{CAFGU) member were wounded in

a separate attack by the same group.
of rebels at 5:40 pm. Sunday at the-'

 CAFGU detachment
aIso it Majayjay.

“Chief Supermtendent Mao 'Apias—- '
ca, Police Regional Office 4-A director;

said police are now on the lookout for
the rebels last mionitored to be head-
ing 10 Lacban town in Quezon after
the attacks in Majayjay.- -

“We have already alerted all chiefs
of police in Laguna and Quezon fo
eonduct mobile checkpoint in support

_Sé’éu’rity' forces were ‘then de-
played in the area which resultedin a
brief clash, said Chief Supt:Dionardo

- Carlos, Philippine Natxonal Pohce
' (PNP) spokestnan. 7 -

-“The incident caused a a3 or traf—
ﬁc jam of vehicles in Maja y heading

fo Lucban, Quezon where the annual

Pahiyas Festival kicks-off today (Mon-
day) " said Carlos.

=+ Carlos said:soldiersand pohcemen
dep}oyed in Lucban:town awhere

the fleeing reha!s group'reportedly

withdrew. -

" 'The Luchan Mumcxpal Pohce Sta~
tion (MPS), the 5th Maneuver Platéon
of the Quezon Provincial Public Safety
Company under First Lieutenant Val-
monte, and the army’s 80th Infantry
Battalion under Lt. Col. Randolh Ca-
bangbang are conductmg the pursuxt
operations. :

%
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The Wanila Times | peee

CAMPYICENTELIM, Laguna: Majayjay -~
minicipality in-Laguna was
-put:on red alert after suspected

members of the New People’s

Army (NPA) attacked a military
detachment in a village on Sun-
day wounding a scldier and two
¢ivil defense volunteers. =

. The clash happened at
about 5:40 p.m, after the rebels
atiacked the Army's 202nd Bri-

gade detachment in Barangay -

Piit-Wounded in the skirmish

were Sgt. Pepito-Rodriguez,

Alvin Alsum, and Francisco
Agencia, both members of the
Civilian Armed Forces Geo-
graphical Unit.

The rebels also torched a

.backhoe owned: by Global =
:Heavy Equlpment Inc that™
operates Majayjay ‘mini hydro'
‘plant in Barangay tbabang -

3Banga before retreatmg
. The :‘NPA has -not 1ssued'.
B statemem on the attack as of_ ,

this writing:

Majayjay Mayoz ]c]o Carlo.

Clado said the firm has been
receiving threats from the rebels
after its owners allegedly te-

fused to pay revolutionary tax.

Clado-in his Facebook
page on Monday advised the

“public to avoid the village or’
stay indoors in the meantime
as pursuit-operations against

the rebels continue,

. However, later in the 'day, Cla-
.10 said the sttuation was back to

normal but the alert status stays
as he ordered all village officials

o coordinate with the police and
the mxhtary to'ensufe the: safety'
‘and security of Tesidents.”

ROSELLE ?\QUINO

F7
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BY VICTOR REYES

THE last two members of the Abu
Sayyaf group involved in the filed
kidnapping of foreign and Filipino
toutists in Bohol were killed in
skirmishes with government forces
in Calape town yesterday,

It Gen., Oscar Lactao, com-
mander of the military’s Central
Command based i Ceby City, said
the first was killed by forces of the
Army’s 47th Infantry Batralion at

The National Ne wspaxper

around 12:30 prn in Barangay

Kahayag in Panganan island. Re.
covered from him was an M16 rifle,
The second initially escaped but
pursuing soidiers caught up with him
in Barangay Lawis at around 5:25
p.n, killing him during a firefight,
“This completes the job of
aeutralizing the 11 ASGs” said
Lactao, referting to the number
of Abu Sayyaf men that landed in
Inabanga town last April 10, prin-

cipally ro kidnap tourists in Bohot, -

Péage: @@

~ On April 11, troops clashed with

the group, killing four of them,
including sub-leader and spokes-
man Muammar Askali alias Aby
Rami, Also killed was an elderly
couple believed o have provided
sanceuary to the group.

Oa April 22, four more mem-
bers were killed in clashes in Clarin
town. The slain suspects included
Joselito Miflora, 2 Muslim convert
and a resident of Inabanga town.

Last May 4, 2 ninth Aby Sayyaf

1

membet, Saad Samad Kiram, was
arrested by the military and police
in Tubigon town, He was later
killed as he reportedly tded 1o es-
cape from police custodians,

“All accounted for. ‘The threat
from the group of Abu Sayyaf
who went there (in Bohol) is al-
ready gone,” said AFP spokesman
Btig. Gen. Restituto Padilla,

In Tawi-Tawi, an Abu Sayyaf
member was arrested Saturday on
information provided by residents,

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmafl.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5?85, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, e world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295 [

(bMay 2017

Restituto A

SID mmandmg general, teld report- isiol

‘ersthe frairing session was attendedby. parhmpan :

131 participants from the municipalities - overcome the chalienges that.conir
of Sta. Rita, Basey, and MarabutSamar ~ us in times of calamities.-Thus, proac-
and selected: personnel from the-52nd. . five preparadnesms the key factor_mat_

Iﬂfantry Battahon and SID Emergency-"j" : will

J

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmaif.com— Tel no. {#2) 845-8555 Local; 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

! OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF Public AFFAIRS — Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

ly May 2017 The Manila Times | ree 43

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 i

Army Core Purpose: Serving Fhe people. Securing the iand.




Army Vision: By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride

J OFFICE OF THE ARMY CRIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmaii.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555Local; 5285, 5285

Iy May 2017

Hspes d rhes
'ng a raxd on. three :

houses in. Marogon town yes|
. Policemen and personnel of the Army's 6th Infan’cry
'Z_Ba’ctalion recovered a 60 millimeter mortar Jaunchet, an - .
‘M60 machine gun,a 50-caliber Barrett rifle, an antptank
~launcher as well'as'an M14, an N6, A 30-cal1ber Carbme
‘and an’M-1 Garand fifle from the militants. - B
. Chief Supenntendent Reiben Theodore Sindac, -
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao police d1rector, -
said they received reports on the presence of the group m
Barangay Romagondong. '
Officials said a certain Gaos, an alleged dmg pusher and
cultivator of marijuana plantations, was the target of the .
operation. =~ . =~ ]JohnUnson, Michael Punongbayan

15
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CASIGURAN AURO’RAm—Fﬂ—
“ipino ‘and’ Amqncan.
Monday-simulated: relief opera-
tions in the wake of a superty-

phoon scenario;; hxghhghtmg.
the focus of thJS yeat's Bahkatan ’

-exercises on "disaster: response
as: the usua[ terntonal defense
matieuverstook a back seat,”

'I‘he s_hlft was . on orders of

The Bahkata.n is part of a Mu—
tual Defenise Treaty: between the
Two countries szgned in1gs1, -

“The military is.always dic-
tated by the gu1dance of politi-

cal leaders and we

Gen. Restituto Padilla, saxd on
the sidelines of the event.

; John'Jansen, -commander Df US-
~Joint Task Force.’ '

_pbeon and: there ‘was:no other

Tms years Bahkatan -
volved about 5,000 troops (2 800

‘Barangay D1bar:ong in Cas:g-'

:uran the’ venue “of . the Jmain
‘event for the joint drills, was

supposediy hit by a superty-

:medlcal and dental n?nééxon, and

taught Tesidents: expedient wa-

ter coliectwn and punﬁcatxon

health and: safety Inanagement
ahd -other tOplCS reIated To
calammes INQ

l
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toaleftistrights watchclog
The  human - rights.. group

Karapatan said two consultants -
of the'NDFP, thevpahtzcal armof
the  Communist: Party. of _the:.

Phxhppmes (CPP), were arrested

last week while two others Were'

nabbed in February.:
“These:gre tléar vwlanons

of agreements _he_tweer_i_thg_gov-

_mrn"_e_d to'release m..:":._iaw, Karapatan ecretaz'y gen
political - pnsoners to further

boost the: peace, talks: accordmg -

‘tants Rornmel Salinas and Bish-- :
".op Carlo ‘Morales -of the Iglesia :

~costed in-anArmy checkpomt e
: _Gango, ‘Ozamiz:City, on May 11,

-day with JHegai possession of -
firearms and: eprosxves a non-__-
. 'baxlable offénge’ f

ong Alyansang o "talled" the Tiamzons.

: Makabayan was arrested on_;f."- '~ :Col.Edgard Arevalo,
Feb 12 i Caleocan City. “ lic affairs chief, said the mlhtary
~ The two NDFP consuitants - had not spied jon the Tiamzons
'-.are still - detamed accordin " after they et President Duterte
lKarapatan i ""mMa}acanang on May =
pa - “Fortherecord, we deny any
efforts bemg alludedio the mil-
itary that we are'trailing or Spy-
ing. on -:thei-Tzamzon «couple,” ?

eral Cristina Palabay said.
“Karapatan said NDFD consul

Fillpmo Independlente were ac- -

ing members Benito and Wilma'™"’
- Tlamzon: also: repoz’ted ‘being?
taﬂed by suspected military.:

They were charged the next_

Palabay éaud the guns and ./Benito Tlamzen, aI_Iege,d__-’CPP.:-::: EBUGANANDPH!LIPC TUE!EZA INQ_
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By Leo Udtohan -
@leoudtohanINQ

UCALAPE BOHOL" 'Th "-'_tho
jrerrzalnmg ‘Abu ‘Sayyaf mem-
‘bers i -hiding - in- “the  island
fprovmce of Boho! wére killed
‘on: Monday afternoon, after
,fore than a ‘month on the Tim
;following a- fmied att:empt to
;setupalocalbase
“Abu: Ubayda and’ another
k:member idEI‘Jf.lfied onlya as

_operation that “started past

-noon and ended at. 5135 P,
: Bcth died from ~bullet

}Was unrecogniizable’ “after he
‘was repeatedly shotin the face.

The:r deaths ended ‘a crisis-
: 'tarted on April io whe_n a

gr up of 10 Abl Sayyaf-mem—

‘bets entered Barangay Napo in”

_.Inabanga ‘town 'to set up hase
_there and conduct terror activi-
tzes on'nearby islands.

Residents tipped off the poe-

Jiceabout the presence of
-armed men in their communi-
" ty. The police, in turn, relayed

the information to the military.

A gun battle ensued on
April 2, leaving three Abu
Sayyaf members dead, includ-
ing their leader, Abu Rami.

The remaining members of
the group fled to nearby Clarin
town and hid inside a cave in
Barangay Bacani.

.. .Discovereg .
But government troops dis-
‘Covered their hiding place on
April 22 after Teceiving a fip

cfrom A habalmhabal (passenger

motorcycle) dnver and three
residents,” . -7

Another” cIash broke out,
leading to' the -deaths of four
bandits, mc:Iudmg Joselito Mel-
loria; a subleader of the group
wh _ulde' “the. banchts ‘to his.

_'hometown “of” Inabanga \na..
BarangayNapo

Another Abu ayyaf mem~
ber, Saad Kiram, went out of
hiding and asked for food from
residents in Tubigon town on
May 4.

He was arrested and taken
to a police camp in Tagbilaran
City for interrogation. Howey-

3
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"] rHowever, reported to the Ka-

-._hayag village captaii, Ian. Ba-
“handi, that her husband and
-son were: bemg ‘held hostage

er, he was kﬂled the next day

‘after he fought it out with po-

licernen while trying to escape.
On May 10, the police and

the military cordoned off Pan- .
ganganIsland in this fown after.
receiving reports of the pres-.
“ence of the two remauung Abu

Sayvaf bandits..

. .On Monday mammg, HL— B
_Iarm Toloy and his 7-year-old

son were gathering seashells
along the mangrove forest here
when the bandits appeared and

;pomted their gunsatthem, -
The rwo asked the father

ISy GRAPHICS) ©%

“and son to give them food, ac- |
cording to a relative of the :
“Toloys, .

Hostage o

_.-took Toloy's. ‘son hostage..to ..
“‘make sure that hé would return-

withthefood..

gay Kahayag, )ust afow meters
from the mangrove area, and

brought with him rice and cat-
fish stewed in vinegar for the..
',_-bandlts

H}Iarm s

19

Reports said. the . bandu:s i
.sued them and cornered them

. Taloy went home'to Baran- '

They headed o) 'Barangay
Lawis -only to find themseives
facing a police checkpoint.. .

" Theyabandoned the motor—

- ¢ycle and ran, returning to the

mangrovearea m Law1s .
Guvernment troops pur-

in “the mangrove area, ‘where
the bandits were kﬂled in sepa—

) _r_ate areas

Brig. Gen. Restxtuto PadxlIa
Armed Forces .of the Philip-
pines . spokesperson, Said .no
one among the . government

_forces was RUTL. ~WITH AREPORT
. FROMPHEUPC 'ruseza INQ

|
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_ stage, whom :they

later abandoned, and com the Phﬁippmes spokesman
- mahdeered a motorcycle ..‘s&id solciers and policemen " cH
When they sensed thatthe . launched the operation based . fo est
" " Chief - ’on atip frort'a'concerned

. Talifto said the bandits _
f part ways toavoid a check- 'to stage kidnappings. /.~
point, triggering a shootout - Five Abu Sayyat ban-

'pangkot Sitangkai:. - . ¢, Roel Pare:

b
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Another Sayyaf killed
in Bohol encounter

:j . By AARON RECUENCO
- Another fleeing Abu Sayyai mem-
berwas killed in a clash with police and
military forces in Panggangan town,
Lohol, Monday afternoon.
¢ Chief Supt. Noli Talino, director of
the Central Visayvas regional police,
gaid the killing of the terrorist leaves
just one more member of the group
on the run.
~ “The pursuit of the rernaining ASG
(Abu Sayyal Group) is ongoing,” said
Taline.

He said the encounter erupted

when twe Abu Sayyafl were spotied in

Barangay Cahayag, Panggangan.

The two belonged {o the small band
of terrorists that landed in Inabanga
{own: of Bohol last month.

Atleast eight Abu Sayvaf, mcluding
the leader and the local who ied the
group to Bohol. were killed in sepa-
rale fighling in Inabanga and Clarin
luwns.

“Initially, they took a hostage, &

resident of the barangay, but laler they
left the hostage and commandeered a
motoreycle,” said Talino.

Encountering & checkpoint, the two
separated, but Talino said residents re-
ported their presence to authorities.

Talino said police and military
forces were immediately sent to the
area and engage one of the gunmen,

“A firefight ensued and this led to
the death of the ASG,” said Talino.

The group has shified its attention
to tourist spots in Central Visayas ar-
eas afier being driven ouf in Malaysia
where they usually take their foreign
hostages.

A few weeks after the Abu Sayvafl
group landed in Bohol, a femaie police
official was arrested allepedly for try-
ing o rescue trapped and wounded
terrorists in Clarin.

Security forees have begun to focus
on Palawan after intelligence reports
disclosed the Abu Sayyaf was planning
to send fighters there f carry oul
kidnappings.

Al
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spekesperson
heastern Miridanao
ademojra’ ; W_c')'uld
18- s and presented
on Saturday, saymg the mmre_: : eople whom ', hIS
. ‘was meant to punish him’ for the - _famﬂy had allegedly abused.
" long record ofabusebyhlsfa o8

iyﬁnfarmers' : ]

- Ka'Ariel Montero, spokesper-  “Lads
son, of - ‘Regional Operational
_CommandofNewPeopi" Army .- reac

scaie mining tunnels in: the Con
high-grade’ gold rush “area-‘of . fo 1
Sinugeanginthe’ vz]_lage of 8 crimi
Bayugan3in Rosarm WhICh hig
famliy has been - c1a1rnmg sinc

isa sun of ‘the  late. Phﬁlppme farmezs Were. forced ‘to selI or
Constabulary {PCy Col.- Carlos’ -abandon f:heu Iands for fear of
Lademora, leader of the dreaded .- '

“Lost Comimand,” whose reignin. 1
this town in the’ 1980s had Sown Ty

terror on residents.

"Thzough the . 'c':ontmumg'

control of ... the remaining noto-
rious Lost Command forces, the
Lademora family monopolized
mining in Sinug-ang, Bayugan 3
and deprived other people of
livelihood. Residents feared the
existence of [the] armed group
controiled by the Lademoras,”
Montero said. - -

the. fxrear’rris of the Lademora
" family Sihice these were used to

terrorize the people. .
She assured that Laderhors
would be glven the best medical
care while dnder captivity,
Rosario Mayor jose Cuyos Jr.
has activated the municipal crisis
commitiee to reach out to NPA
rebels and seek Lademora’s re-
lease, ~CHRIS V. PANGANIBAN NG} -

Jd
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A% such, air-and sea assetsiof
hoth the Armed Forces of the: Phihp-
-pines (AFP)its US cmmterpart were
" utilized. - :

- On the Phxhppme s:de assetsused"
include the Philippine Navy’'s stra-

, tcan troops engaged yeste
day injoint Civilian Military
Activities from the Sea or “CMA-8"in
this town in preparation for a puwer~-__ :
ful typhoan SImﬂar to “Yolanda ” that

sistance and Disaster Rehef (HADR) -
operationsfor this year's annualjoint  ‘tegic sea lift vessel (LD-601). “BRP
“raining between the militaries of the Tarlac;” two UH-ID Huey transport
Umted States and the Phﬂ:ppmes . helicopters; a Landing Craft Utility
el e - (LCTD, atypeof boat used by amphibi-
ous forees to transport equlpment and
_troopsitothe shore; and arigid-hulled
“inflatable'boat (HRB) or r;gxd znﬂat»
) able boat (RIB) o

naval assets used in-the exercise patinggovernment agencies

included a Sacagawee (T-AKE-2); a .socuaty volunteers.

Lewis and Clark-clads type dry.cargo
ship; -a Bell Boeing V-22 ‘Qsprey;a
Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk and a
‘Boeing CH-47 Chincek.:

- Sayson said the new actmty was
aimed gt providing ‘support to the

comimunities devastated by typhoons =
“throvghthe condict of health educa-

tion and first-responder Bilateral Sub-
gect Matter Exchange Events (SMEE)
in order to increase readiness of the
AFP local government units (LGUs),
the local populace, and other partici-

“The activities tested the combmed
capabilities of the AFP through thé
joint coordination of the AFP NortH-
ern Luzon Command NOLCOM). and
the United States Forces in ‘HADR
operations in respondmg to anares

“gtrick by a Category 5 hobn or

“slipertyphoon. :
“w“For the first txme nakapunta
dito ang 1.D601 natin, ang BRP Tar-
lac mismo dito sa (our BRP Tarlac
reached the) Port ng Dibacong to
conduct resupply mission.”
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Pﬁii!b’piﬁé'éné'Ma%ays:an"sea

. He also'has afffliations with other ASGs
stchas the Raden Abu group and A[den "
. Bagade ‘group, acting:as an errand ma

: '-aﬁerwiiagers t:pped nff the mihtary about o Jui pmcurlng speedboats and otherreqmrements :
“his. m\mlvement wnththe notarious grouptied mvrted}lktﬁfuran lnterwewandhemnfessedtu he - tosupport kldnappmg activities,” N
the Can ASG!KFRG member undersuh~Eeaders£ndang “Meanwhile, gavemmentsoldters aIso T
2 Jsemad overthe weekeid an Abu Sayyaf en-

'campment on a teriote hilltop village in Sum»'-
- Tsip, Bastlan anid recovered homemade bomb .
;" components left behind afterafi reﬁght by -

: "the terrarists Emder Purtm ‘Indama;
: JULMUNIRY, JANNARAL';
E ‘AND AL JACINTO.

Cornmand spnkesmaiz sand Mafine Battaiion
Laisdmg Team 10 (MBLT-10) tmopers oh Sat- :
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Ii- Wh1ch the Chinese government‘—
- off_ereda$5oo rmlhon Ioan

Un_1ted States in2013 for moiat-:--'
ing the Jran, North Korea and'_
' Syna Nonprohferanon Act

“on.- Sunday nlght Lorenzana
said the Chinese company pro~ =
vided a 1etter of ing
‘arms supply dea} :

L 'Wide artay g

- “Mr. Duterte’ was in Beumg
to attend the two-day Belt a
Road Forum for Internationdl
‘Cooperation, joining delegat;
including some heads .of st

standoff in20iz

Ching’ m}ected the ruhng L

insisting on bilateral“talks 1o  withthe Chinese,” he said

- settle rival temtonal clatms.

the South LChind:

But’ whilé it ffers taiks
China is bulldtng artificial is-
. lands in the South China Sed”

and topping them with military
facilities, including runways
_and missile batteries.
Unlike Vietnam, which has
fought naval battles with China

over territory in the South Chi-.;
na 'Sea, the Philippines has

OFEICE OF THE ARMY cHigr  nothingto defend its own terri-

tory in the globally important
waterway. ‘

Al

- The law imposes sanctlons'. :
on privatesand: pubhc entmes :
“that provide equipment:: o
'-._'technology that ‘could have
matenal contnbutzon” to:th

 ground off' Zamb es provmce :

after a4 two-month marmme Een : :
- OUr d1spute from the South Chi~.

need anjfthlng frum the Chi=’
_nese defense mdustry then
- -We'ré going'to procure using

~the Ioan that they are gomg to

“Territorial defense
he hﬂzppmes neecls war—

_Cb.ma f:laums almost aIl of
the :South China Sea, a’claim
:rthat the UN-backed Permanent
- Court -of! Arb;tratlon in The
Hague mvahdated lastyearina
ught . by the

from our Telationship

He said China also offered

Brunei, Maiaysza, Vxetnam R $14 m:llmn in’ December last:

and Taiwan also have, clantns m :

year, although he did not clan~
fy if thiswasalscaloan. . :

He gaid the money Wouid be
used to purchase four fast
boats, 200 sniper rifles and sev=
eral ‘hundred grenade launch-
ers with ammunition—all of

_ which would be delivered by

theend of the year. INQ
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he New People’s . “The cor :
Army,(NF ‘ Kidnapping of armed forces of the Lademora family is:
“Agusan de} Stir trader Carzon Ceasar Lade- * punitive action of the NPA for the Jong re-
- mora over the weekend, sayingthe * “arrest”. - cord of abuse, crime, destruiction of people’s.
“was part of the group’s punitive actions - ivelihood andexploitationof small miners.
: 'agamst alleged abuisesof e Lademoras. ommitted by the: Laderiora farmnil The:
* The Rront Committee 14 of the North- * raid and arrest served also as justice f
) eastem Mmdanao Regmn also admitted  victims,” the NPA's statément read
ted. from Lad mora 8 ' :

: 24 ATig, y.
‘Bayugan 3 and deprived: other people of-
Tivelihood. Residents feared the existence:
f saxd armed " group. con’crolled by,

\ " :If further Stated ;

- powered firearmsa twoMlés, one AKAT;:
_one BAR, one M14, one Garand rifle, four. Con
carbmes, three M79 latuichers, three shot-— i -L :

s, four 45 caliber handguns and one ~ictims before the NPA }usilce system,
38 caliber revolver. Assorted ammiunition, . cording to the rebel group. - e

a
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- (ASEAN)arein the J?h]hppmes for a hxgh =
level meetifig to discuss humanitarian .
. assistance and disaster response, p1racy"-__.-
and eounterterrorismii o
- % Armed Forces of the Phxhppmes (AFP)

ch1ef Gen. Eduardo:Afic will hold discits-
' sionig with his counterparts from’ May:
- to19, withsome prelunmary talks startin,

rig. _-Gen. Resti:
thi '201‘7 Chiefsiof De-
mal Meefing (ACDFIM
7 CASEAN Ties
rns hostmg the everit
It hasstarted. ‘General Afio’s coun-
‘-terparts are Coming to thé country, the '
" defense chiefs, thie heads ofASEAN armed |

forces,” }I:e told’ The STAR o

mg Sunday night,” he saId AR S o
- Padilla said the chiefs of o eraﬁons and
‘the chiefs of intelligenceof the various -
-armed forées of ASEAN countnes Would- '
‘alsojoin the meetings. - g
%1‘115 year; we will d1scuss HADR'
(humamtanan assistance and disaster.
- response), how we can facilitate our part--
nerships, how to help'each other during:
calamities. It's anchored on the ASEAN .
Humanitarian Assistance Center,” he said.
-~ Padilla added that the high-level meet- -
ing will also talk about anti-piracy mat-
ters and counterterrorism, which are also
the focus of the 2017 Balikatan Exercises
between the United States Armed Forces
and the AFP, but the ACDFIM will not
involve actual command post exercises
and field training eXercises as it will be just
discussions among high-ranking military
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- fend the Pluhppmes ‘dealin
~with China on-arms purchas
. despite the Philippines’ claim b nde
ed parties were over disptited islarids at the ‘a __curbm‘ Ir
; g—n the ietter of intent.. SouthChina Sea. =~ o
-'yest day. ; TR " Actually, we ate not war- - |
Zinan mtervxew on_the'-r_'nngwﬁh China on the issueof . the rule .
sidelines of the two-day Belt - South China Sea. That sonlya: “nology : Con’crol Reg1me, _
and Road “Forum here;: Lore-'j"dmpute,” he said.: - Chemical Weapons Conven:

zatia said the country_;:ouid He echoed Duterte 8 state- *:zon, the Nuclear Supphers

2
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ingent conditior
he US that are

: -r_éi}dke ifs ISaﬁc,

ouraged. 1o get Fros

& then
Tificizing Amenca s ed.Sta’res the process there is - becatse of some: condmona}ir'

’l"masgmded pohcy -overy slow because it has to go- hes,” Lorenzana smd i

10
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and dmnes from Chma s b:ggest arms :

exporter fo enhance anti-tervorism: and
! serurity capabxht_y; :
" Defense SecretaryD Hin:

- said the governtment intends to forge a_‘ b
* letter of intent with China on'Monday to
negotlate the posszble purchase of mili- -
tary agsets, assuring that it would go for~ |

quahi.y goods at a reasonable price.;

. Pon Group Corp. and’ Pnly 'I‘echnelogze ¥
i Inesonithe suiehne f an inte i
trade summzt here

“Tt’s not et a document It’s.a Ie’c—_"

ter of mtent to deal with them because;

- they'resoffering us alot —a'widearray =

of defense equipment . and a Toan from .

J the Chineése government at the tune
| of about 188500 million,” Lorenzana -

* Thepossibility of a mihtary purchase. :
wasraised afterthe President met with
top.officials of ef-statewomed China.

: .conszdereci Lorenzana saxd he would

pmg and revxewmg the equip offer
*will likely také 2 few.months, he added:
- “And after ‘rhat:, we'll: go from there:

We are not saying that we will buy from
*.them or we ‘Will® ‘not buy fmm them »
Lorenzana sald PEEE A

Iyiamg it
Chmese defense mdustry then we're
gomg to procure using the loanthat they
h

still ‘inquire from the Philippine Army,
. Philippine Navy;:and the Philippine Air
- Force about the equipment they need.
" *We are not going to choose for them.
_Theyare going to choose for themselves,
“what they need from the Chmese de—'-
fense mdustry,” he saxd i

9
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'nded ‘to'show support for the free pas-
R sage of essels il mternatmna} waters ariiid
- concerns China’ hay restrzct -access to the‘-"
South ChinaSed., = &7 s

"o ¢iThe dn}lsarebemgheldaround Guamand
Tiniah islands dbout 1,500 miles (2,400%i=

: -iometers) south of Tokyo and east of Manila:

- The exercises feature two' Prench ships:

s currently on a four-month ‘deployment to

" the Indzan andPacificoceans. Some 50 Fapa-=- i
" hese soldiets and 160 Japanesesailorsiwere <
dueto particzpate, dlong with UKhelicopters " -

2 and 70UK troops: deploved with one of th

o 'Prench ships. : -
T hedrills had been halted tempozaniy? :

B on Friday after a French landing craft'ran™

- apround ‘US officials said they stopped the - ¢

~ drillssothey could assess the situation. 'I'hey- - “*roops and supplies to a disputed island in

2+ the South'Chiina Sea ifi preparation for con<

- moved ahead as scheduled on Saturday

_Philippines begms moving troops. and
suppliesto reinforceisland holding -+~
THE Philippines has' started transportmg'

swely from ’chzs tremendous expenence,’--_
midr, Doug Meagher, who ‘cominands the
Tittoral combat ship USS Cororado; wasquote&

as saying by'the web'site navy.mil. v
- Singapore ‘and Thailand sent fr1gates to

- take part in the-drills, which also included
“ the TS Navy's Arleigh Burke class: gmded—.
W mzssﬂe destroyer USS Sterete, . i :

< Along with operating together at'sea; the:
‘exercises included boarding, searchard sei-:

‘zure, joint ﬂ:ght operations and commuri-’

cations dnlis .

" gtruction work thatincludes reinforcingand

: 'Shl sfmmThalland Ssn a ore
p USN South Ch g pS

E 5
i _the Us: ‘Navy in-the” South China Sea’ lastf-

" week airned at boosting their ability to work

together ot a broad range of maritime tasks.

- supplies had arrived on the 1sland About’ -

. P1.6 billion ($32 million) has ‘been ear--
‘marked: for the construction that will -
also include a fishing port, solar-power -

ot lengthenmg an azrstnp anci buﬂdmg adock.
be “Filipino sol-=

g
¢ 14 Gen: Raul‘del Rosa'rm, head of thet
Philippine rmilitary’s Western’ Commiand,:
said last- week that troops and mztml

" generators, a water~desalmat1on plant -
the refurbishment of housing for soldiers
and the construction of facilities for ma-
rine research and tourists. B

ol
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"rziﬁi_tdry{cobpgtfatién

{  Chitas'construction of sevenislands
“mearhyin the Spratly archipelago has
- dwarfed similar activitiesbyrival claimants,
- including the Philippines, whose frosty re-
lations with Beijing have improved signific

cantly under President Ditert

dia affirm lans tostrengthen -

afl

-

JAPAN andIndiaaffirmed plansTast weskto

 strengthérn their military cooperation amid
" rising tensions'in the South Chiria Sea and
- elsewhere iR AF RS s s

w

Indidn Defense Minister Arun Jaitley

“told his?Japanege counterpart, ‘Tomomi

- Inada, in Tokyo that his country hopes to
- pursue a strategic partnership with Japan
- for regional peace and stability 7" 0 |

Jaitléywelcomedaplannedtrilsteralnaval

' exercise among the 'US, India‘and Japanin

- July‘as a way of strengthenin g cooperation
inthe Agia Pacific: > PR e
“o Japanand Indiahavebeen steppingupde-
 fensecooperation aniid China's incteased as-

sertivenessinthe South China Seaandmoves
"to establish a more permanent presenize in
 the Tridian Oceari, China regards Japarias a

historical rival for dominance ii northeast
Asia and is‘embroiled in lorig=standing bor-
-der disputeswith India, with which'it fought

a brief but bloody fronitiérwarin' 1962; Ap

2

F!
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BY }ULMUNlRI JANNARAL

The Eﬁé{ﬁila Times

OTABATO CITY The t_hree-day Ulama'
Summit Against Terrorism has made
: a declaration that Islam is a religion
of peace and should be used to counter ter-

rorism and extremlsm as well.”

Shelkh Abdaltshman "Abu

‘Hurayra” tdasan, mufti (jarist}
of the Darl-Ifta (House of Opin-
jons) ‘of the Bangsamoro, said -

“there should be a distinction be-
tween the normative teaching on

1slam that is based on the glorious -

Qur'an and the cultural practices
of the Muslimis which may or may
not be consistent with the norma-
tive'teaching of Isiam.” .

‘Udasan pointed out that Tslam”

means ‘peace and this can au{o-- '
~matically counter terrorism- and

extremism, because “peacé in-
Islam is 2 key of association not

isolation; it is a key of accommo-
dation not marginalization.”

“The summit that gathered
around 300 Ulama (Islamic schol-
ars) from across the country was

aninitial step of the Autonormous
~Region in Muslith Mindahao® -
“(ARMMY) to enlist the support of -

o Islamxc %choiars io, combat extrem

ism and terrorism.

¢ .The Ulamas’also underscored-_'-
that reeducation is necessary to

rediscover Islam, spec1ﬁca§!y ifs

-underlying principles of justice,

compassmn, peace, and harmony.

ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman
said terrorists‘use mappropnate' :
interpretations of Islamic prin- -
- ciples to ‘strengthen their cause
and- encourage the comm:ssmn '
“of vicious acts. -
' “We urge our Ulama that 1f '

" “we are on the right position, we
© 'The summit ‘was also at-

should thiove to show what is right,
and let's condemn what is wrong,”
Hataman said,.. .

- The Phlhppmes ranked 12th

Page: -/}'7

Tobal Terrorism Tndex of the
Instinste for Econontics and Peace,

+-and the presence of the Abu Sayyaf
- Group and the Maute group in
gt least two of its provinces puts

ARMM at the forefront of the fight

. against terrotism in the country.

Hataman said Muslim schol-
ars’ ¢an contribute to ‘the ad-
vocacy against terrorism by

‘educating people. about the true

teachmgs of Islam. ™
“The national govemment con*

siders tertorisim as an’ urgent and

critical pational security threat.

tended by Jocal and regional

‘government officials, the mili-
‘tary and pchce, rep{esentatwes
‘among the cotmtries heavﬁy af- . fromcivil'society brganizations

fected by tersorism in'the 2016~ and members of the media.

| — ,
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China, Vietnam agree to keep

Mala

The Natmna!i\'ew&paper

Page:

s

South Chma Sea tensions in check

CHINA and Vietnam will manage
and propetly control their mari-
time disputes, avoiding actions
to complicate or widen them, so
as to maintain peace in the South
China Sea, the two nations said
in a joint communigue China re-
leased on Monday.

Vietnam is the Southeast Asian
country most openly at odds with
China over the waterway since the
Philippines pulled back from con-
frontation under President Rod-
rigo Duterte.

After -what China said were
“positive” talks on the South Chi-
na Sea last week berween Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and Vietnamese

President Tran Dai Quang, the
joint statement stressed the need
to contro] differences.

Both countries agteed to “man-
age and properiy control maritime
disputes, not tzke any actions to
complicate the situaton or ex-
pand the dispute, and maintain
peace and stability in the South
China Sea™, it added.

The document, teleased by the
Chinese Foreign Ministry, said
both had 2 “candid and deep”’ ex-
change of views on maritime is-
sues, and agreed to use 2o existing
border talks mechanism to look
for a lasting resolution.

China claims 90 percent of the

a8

potentially  energy-rich Sourh
China Sea. Besides Vietam, Bro-
nel, Malaysia, the Philippines, and
Taiwan lay claim to parts of the
route, through which about §5
trilion of trade passes each year.

Last year, tension between Bei-
jing and Hanoi tose after Taiwan
and U.8. officials said China had
placed surface-to-air missiles on
Woody Island, part of the Para-
cels archipelago it controls.

Vietnamn catled China’s actions a
serious infringement of its sover-
elgnty over the Paracels.

In 2014, tension between the two
cotmuaist coutttries peaked more
dramatically when China moved

an oil dg into disputed waters and
protests broke out across Vietnam,

Relations have gradually im-
proved since, with eschanges of
high-level -visits, though the re-
gional military buildup continues,
inchuding China’s construetion of
airstrips on man-made islands in
the busy warerway.

Quang arrived in Beijing last
week for a state visit and to at-
tend 2 two-day conference end-
ing Monday on an ambitious
scheme proposed by Xi to build
a2 new Silk Road connecting Chi-
na to Asia, Burope and beyond,
through massive infrastrucmre
invesiment. —~ Reuters
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No bells and whistles as Philippines, U.S. hold Balikatan
From: Rappler (May 15). No bells and whistles as Philippines, U.S, hold Balikatan

Despite the Duterte administration’s shift in foreign policy, officials deny the military exercises with the United States were

downsized

BALIKATAN. Philippine Marines alight from a landing craft utiiity boat onto the shores of Casiguran, Aurora. Photo by Bea
Cupin/Rappler

AURQORA, Phifippines — !t was an odd command to hear as a tanding craft utility boat carrying Filipine soidiers was about
o dock onie the sandy shores of Casiguran town for military exercises between the Philippines and the United States,

"L.akad, wag kayeng tumakbo (Walk, don't run)t" said 2 commander, one of the many Philippine Marines stationed aboard
the BRP Tariac.
There was no need fo be on guard, after all.

The military drills in Casiguran, Aurora were meant to simulate a joint response to the aftermath of a catastrophic
typhoon or earthquake — not a country invasion, as in the previous year,

On Monday, May 15, the two militaries staged a Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Response (HADR) exercise in the
disaster-prone coastal town of Casiguran. one of the highlights in this vear's Balikatan exercises,

The joint drills, a yearly fradition of the two allies, are aimed at strengthening coordination in times of disiress,

Sut this year. the distress came months before the scheduled exercises, after Philippine President Rodrige Duterte in
October 2016 said there would be no war games during his term. He aiso threatenad to "forget" an existing defense
agreameni that would expand American military presence in the Philippines.

Duterte was eventually convinced fo let the Balikatan continue, but with maior changes. The Balikatan this vear
does not include an exergise to counter an invader on Philippine shores — a potentially fouchy issue given the
dispute between the Philippines and China over the South China Sea {West Philippine Sea).
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What downsizing?

Even i this vear's exercises only invoive fwo-thirds the American troops as last time, and only two Philippine
area commands instead of 4, military and government officials from both countries insisted there was no

downsizing at ail.

Up to 2,600 American soldiers are in the Phifippines for the Balikaian with more than 2,800 Fiipino military men and

women.

"I'd fike to correct that impression. We have not downsized." said Brigadier General Restituto Padilia,
spokesperson for the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). in an interview on the sidelines of the disasier response

exercise.
“’{S'ai'hé'_?tﬁiﬁu". There was no directionto downsize. Nobody told s that there had to be fewer people.there had to
besmallerexercises.™ echoed US Marines Brigadier General John Jansen.

A Philippine government official insisted the same thing.

"Did we downsize?" guipped the Philippine foreign department's Cesar Ramboanga, executive director of the
Presidential Commission on the Visiting Forces Agreement, when asked in & separate chance interview.

He added: "Of course, this year we're stressing the importance of humanitarian assistance and disaster
response, so we'adiust to that, You don’tiust dump all the troops there™

Disaster response exercises were also held in Eastern Samar, Isabela, Cagayan, and Fort Magsaysay in Nueve Ecija. In
Casiguran, American troops conducted first aic seminars for locals as well.

Duterte has promised to forge an "independent foreign policy” that sees the country moving away from the US and closer
to China and Russia. As the Balikatan exercises were taking place, Duterte was in China for the forum promoting the

Asian powerhouse's massive economic plan.

"What we do as & mifilary is always dictated by guidance from our political leaders and we compiy with that, and | believe
the UUS can also speak the same way,” explained Padilla, expounding on the 2017 Balikatan setup.

Ramboangs downplayed any effect Duterte’s rhetoric against the US may have on the long-standing relationship between
the two countries.

"That's the presidant, So we have o adjust to our new president because he declared that we'd have an independent
foreign poilicy. And it's very acceptable among Filipinos, isn't it?"

htip //www rapoler.com/nation/169944-no-beils-whistles-phitippines-united-states-balikatan-duterie-{oreicn-nolicy
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More soldiers deployed to Davao

From the Mindanao Times (May 15): More soldiers deployed to Davac

THE ARMED Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has deployed a battalion of soldiers as additionai force in Davao region,
particularly in the city,

Mavyor Sara Duterte-Carpio has requesting the AFP for additional force in the city to combat insurgency and terroristic

attack.

General Eduarde Afio, AFP chief of staff, told TIMES yesterday that the troopers of the 16th Infantry (Maglilingkod)
Battalion {IB) will serve as an additional troop to the 1003rd Infantry Brigade (IB) under the 10th Infantry Division (ID),

which covers the whole area of Davao.

“Sp far, that's the additional forceunti! we will hold our security assessment thisjune,” Afio said.

Maj. Gen. Rafael Valencia, 10th ID commander, said some of the Maglilingkod troopers arrived in the region last Friday
from Western Mindanao Command {WesMinCom).

Valencia said they are still conducting evaiuation on where to depioy the additional battalion.

“No specific area {where to assigh them) but we will adjust accordingly,” Valencia said, adding that the additional
soldiers will possibiy be deployed to areas without security forces in the city.

The 16th 1B is under the 2nd ID, the Army’s Jungie Fighter Division based in Tanay Rizal. Before coming to Davao, they
were assigned at the WesMinCom based in Zamboanga City.

At WesMinCom, the Maglilingkod soldiers served under the operational control of 1st ID in Sulu in running after Abu

Sayyaf Group in the area.

The Maghlingkod also served in Surigao del Sur under the 4th ID, helping pressing the insurgency situation in the area.

For now, the 16th IB will augment the 1003rd 1B of 10ID.

The Davao-based 10 iD {Agila) is composed of one task force, four brigades, 11 battalions and two engineer battalions,
covering the Region X! and parts of Region 12. It has & capacity of around 6,000 soldiers.

Each battalion is composed of about 500 soldiers.

Valencia said they already requesting to recali back to Davao three 10th ID battalions that have been detailed Sulu since
last year.

“Through the cooperation with the local government and businessmen, we will activate additional SCAAs (militias) and
later on, we will return the troops that we sent 1o Sulu here {in Region Xi),” Afio said.

The additions! deployment of government troopers in Davao came after the recent attacks staged by the New People’s

Army {NPA) in the city.
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Capiz nakabenepisyo sa ‘Balikatan’
From the Philippine information Agency (May 15} Capiz nakabenepisyo sa ‘Balikatan’ {Capiz benefits from "Balikatan"

Duha ka mga

pampubliko nga eskwelzhan sz Capiz ang nakabenepisyo sa programa sang Balikatan Exercise sini nga

Ang Duran Elementary School sa banwa sang Dumalag kag Malitbog Elementary School sa banwa sang Tapaz ang
nakaagom sang tag-isa ke bag-¢ nga school bullding.

Ang konstruksyon sang amo nga mga classroom building ang ginpatigayon sang mgs soldado gikan sa Estados Unidos
sang Amerika kag sang pungscd Pilipinas.

Ginpahayag ni 1st Lt. Hazel Joy Durotan, tagpamaba sang 61st Infaniry Battalion, Phllipping Army, nga kalakip s& mga
ginpatigayon sa idalorn sang Balikatan Exercise 2017 ang paghatag ihibalo kag paghanas sa mga pumoluyo, lideres sa
komunidad, health workers kag iban pa nga mga service providers tuhoy sa pagpanghanda sa tion sang kalamidad.

Kalakip man sa amo nga paghanas ang sa Basic Life Supporl, basic hand washing. food storage, food safety kag DRR

managemesani and response.

Tinutuyo man sang amo ngs Balikatan Exercise ang paghatag sang ila lhipalo sa mga pumocluyo tuhoy sa humanitarian
assistance kag disaster relief, counter-terrorism kag ang madasig nga pagresponde sa emerhensya.

Sang nagligad nga tulg, ang buluthuan sa Barangay Jaena Norte sa banwa sang Jamindan kag sa San Nicolas sa Tapaz
ang nabuligan man sang Balikatan Exercise 2016 para sa pagpakaayo sang ila eskwelahan kag iban pa nga mga
orograma subong sang pagpanghanda sa kalamidad kag para sa ikaayong-lawas.
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CMA-S activities off Aurora unrelated to Benham Rise issue
From the Philippine News Agency (May 15); CMA-S activities off Aurora unrelated to Benham Rise issue

The decision to hold Civil-Military Activities from the Sea (CMA-S) off Casiguran fown. Aurora has nothing $0.4a - o

with the country's decision fo highlight its jurisdiction of the resource-rich Benham Rise.

This was stressed by "Balikatan” Philippine spokesperson Major Frank Savson Monday during the sidelights of
the CMA-S activities which was held off Barangay Dibacong which was hypothetically devastated and isolated

from help by a "Category 5" tvphoon.

The latter event is ong of the key features of the 33rd iteration of the "Balkatan” exercises which started May 8 and will
end on the 18th.

This year's maneuvers are heavy on humanitarian assistance and disaster relief missions as per the request of the
Philippine government.

Savyson said the areas was selected by plannars for the CMA-S exercises as if is one of the most easily isclated
areas in the couniry in the event of major calamity as roads leading to it are cut down the mountains and could

be easily blocked by debris. making it the ideal location for the exercise.

He said that aid and resupply to Dibacong could only be done through air and sea hence Monday's exsrcises centerad on
using naval and air assets of American and Filipino to refieve the hypothetically devastated arsa.

Assets used by Philippine and US troops in Monday's CMA-S activities off Barangay Dibacong. Casiguran town
include the brand-new strategic sealift vessel, the BRP Tarlac (L D-601), AgustaWestland AW-109 "Power"” combat
utility helicopters, landing craft utilities, and rigid-hull inflatable boat for the Filipino side and the USNS
Sacagawea {T-AKE-2}, a Lewis-and-Clark class dry cargo ship, the Beli Boeing V-22 "Osprey" tilt-rotor aircraft,

Sikorsky UH-80 "Blackhawk”, and Boeing C-47 "Chinook™ helicopters.

These assets were used to bring relief goods. aid, medical and dental care and other necessaries which are instrumeantal
in stabilizing the typhoon devastated community of Dibacong, Sayson ponted out.

He aiso said the above-mentioned operations are seamless as they are inter-service in nature,

Prior to the exercise, Sayson said US subject matter experts briefed their Filipino counterparts on various tactics and
strategies which can expedite in providing relisf aid to the typhoon devastated community.

hitpAwww, pna.gov.ph/indey. phn/aricies/087810
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DND chief signs letter of intent with Chinese arm exporter Poly Group

Corporation
From the Philipping News Agency {May 15): DND chief signs letter of intent with Chinese arm exporter Poly Group

Corporation

The Department of National Defense (DND), representing the Philippine government, has signed Monday a letter
of intent (L 01} for the purchase of weapons and other equipment from China's arms exporter, Poly Group

Corporation,
This was confirmed by DND Secretary Delfin Lorenzana saving this is separate from the USD14 million grant
given fo the Philippines last vear.

"Yes. Isioned.n lefter of intent with Poly Groiip. No-specific equipment oriarms et We'lllet the services decide
whatthey wentto acguire fr O;m'?ﬁhjﬁ:a;'?hisiis notithe US4 million grarit It is gi*is'enaraie zrjea‘ii‘-' he said.

Signing on behalf of Poly Group Group was it's president. Zhengao Zhang.

When asked whether it is in the interest of the Philippines to acauire Chinese-made weapans when most of the
eguipment of the Armed Forces of the Philippines is Western made, the DND chief said it will not be a problem.

"Weapons (nowadays) are all similar. They are used the same way. They can also bs tailor-made for our specific
requirements. Doctrine and fraining is pecufiar fo an Army so it won't be affected.” he said.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

i




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

WWWY.RNE.00V.00
Military denies spying on Tiamzon couple

From the Philippine News Agency (May 15): Military denies spying on Tiamzon couple

—.The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) strongly denies aflegations that-its-operatives-are tailing or spving on—
National Democratic Front (NDF} consultants Benite and Wiima Tiamzon.

This was disclosed by AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo in an interview Monday.

"For'the record, we deny effort being alluded to the ‘military that we are tailing ‘or spying onthe Tiamzon
couple,” he said.

The Tiamzon couple were among the jailed 21 peace consultants who were granted conditiona! baif so they can

participaie in the peace talks.
Arevalo stressed that the AFP, as a whole, remains committed to primacy of the peace process and will not do anything to
sabotage this.

He also called the NDF accusation as baseless as the group does not have enough basis or evidence to support
their accusations other than that they saw two riders aboard aboard a motorcyeie allegedly tailing them.

Arevalo also said the AFP is focused on ensuring the safety and security of the Filipino people against terrorism and other
threats to just tail members of the NDF consultants for no apparent reason.

http/iveww pna.gov.phiindex.php/aricies/987 844
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