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and vio Pilipines HD of 6:00 AR, 6:30 PM and 9:00 PM,
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naval patrols near them that

have angered Bejjing.

. The statesrun-Defense Times -

newspaper, in‘a Tuesday re-

port on its WeChat ‘account, -

~said Norinco CS/AR-1 55mm
anti-frogman rocket launcher
defense systems with the capa-
bility to discaver, identify and
attack eniemy cornbat divers
had been installed on Fiery
Cross (Kagitingan) Reef in the
Spratly Islands. ...

installed large numbers of ﬁshmg nets:

in the Parace] Islands.

- China has conducted" extensxve _

land reclamation work at Fiery:
Cross Reef, including building an.
airport, one ‘of several Chinese--
controlied features in the South:
China Sea where China has carried

-85 trillion of world .

: shipped through the South -
“Chinia Sea every veat. Besides China's
territorial claims in the area, Vit -
nam, Malaysia, Brunei, the Philip- .
. pmes and Taxwan have rival claims.”

S . —Reuters
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“Justafter Lacson-formaﬂy pened
“th committee public hearing, Isabela .
 Hep. Rodolfo T Albano ITT, CA g

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-8535 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

%




Army Vision: By 2028 & worid-class Army thal is & source of nafional pride

-
!

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.co

m~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

|

' -'1owed iphisccommittee’s swzft dec:smn “to delay this process-of confirmatiorior

mously conﬁrmed Cayetano as DFA
. secretary ' -

--pomtment 5f Adnan.Villaluna Alonto.
. fredo Cunanan.Santos.as Ambassador

‘Republic of Liebanon; Jim: Gabrillo Min-+ alithis hasthe effect of torture ‘onme
-glanaas forelgn service officer’ {FSO} = ;'I‘agulwalo added. .

;their questmnmg Tt is not elear as'to. .C
- 'why'in my case the CA should’ continue - tions and complamts ‘and he' Wouid sit
_ © down with the DFA'topbrass o, get their
by delivering the shortest nommatmn - -disapproval of my appointment, ifsuchis inputs and “try to ahgn whatPresident
of Cayetano.” * theirwish especially after it was shown - Duterte Wants”
-~ The b;cameral hody then un that the ‘CAcan make 2 ‘decision in
t'er-of mmutes;’ ’I‘aguiwalo 5
is was the third time that
pestponed dehberanons on Tagui

- The CA ixkewase conﬁrmed the ap- ; ; .
“He did not eiaboraté

as'-Ambassador Extraordmary an

Plempotenaary {0 Saudi Arabia; Wil . poS:tmn ‘asserting sovereignty over

:members"Tagnwalo said; “the West Philippine Sea (WPS) and
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary fo :. -~ {If is not clear as 10 why the CA: other territories recognized under the

the Islamic Republic of Iran; Bernardita should continue 1o delay this process __'__Treaty of Paris and the United Nations
:Convention on the Law of the Sea

Lieonida-Catalla as Ambassador Ex- . ‘of confirmation or non-confirmation, if .
traordinary and Plenipotentiaryto the - suchis their wish. What is clear is that

1___Presxdent Duterte)”

|
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hnn about mamtammg an mdependent

interes ;dema.nds the A

deliberate;” h
The Honasan committee’ hearmg

. 'was céntered on’ ‘Rep. Harry Roque,

who acéused Ubialof incompetence;
_carruptlon wastagp of government
resources; and persistent lying before
House commitiee hearings on-the #3-
biltion,, deﬁgue ‘vaccination program;

: neglect of the expanded imimunization

program at the DOH;; refusal to imple-

ment President Duterte’s aim {o have

a Umversal Health'Carelaw.. .
‘Roque also alleged that Ubial also

practmed favoritism as shown by the .
.regection by the Civil: Service Com-

mission (CSC) of more than'160 of her:
appointees in the Visayas. Hedermed
these as illegal appomtments

He said Ubial consxstent}y lied on
the issue of sza virus; and:her shift-
ing-of dengue vaceine: purchases to
pneumonia where the prices went up
aithough they were bought in bulk

| pohcy of pushmg for the dxstmbu!:mn of '

ealiowed to _' m

Aitheugh Thial had submitted h

answers :t _’quue s alIegatzons and_

pomngPresxdent Duterte s antl 'Jliegal
drugs and-anti-corruption campaign: .
- Ubia} 150 told CA members made
up of senators and congressmen that
her departmentprachces transparency
and efficiency in government service.
Meanwhﬂe"-l?resldentlal s;:mskeSper-~
son Ernesto Abella said Cayetano 15'a
welcome addztwn to Duterte s ofﬁcxal

family. -

and Jegal:

“Secretary Cayetano s experlence
cumen shall enrich ‘the

leadership of the ‘Department of For_
eign Affairs and promote and. enhance
our infernational relations with the.
countries of the World Abella sazd m

a statement

Abella also recogmzed the efferts @f

“former acting Foreign Affairs becretary

‘Enrique Manalo and the achievements
that the DFA reached under Manalois

.. wateh in just a short period of time.
' (With reports from’ Elialyn de Vera Rulz '

and Argyll B: Geducos)
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Jince’ Mondav mornmg . :

PIC - Castro Fagtonob Nestor' o

- sustaineda gunbhot ‘wotnd ‘and was

transported to the- ‘Western Kalinga

" District Hospital, where he was last

: 'hsted in‘stable cendmon

S The! Alpha Coy 501 1B, 503rd Brl-
'gad “of ‘the Philippine Army  (PA,

: under the commarnd: of 18t Lt. Noel

:Safety : .
lished strategic: checkpoints in Sitio
Camadayan . Poblacion, Balbalan

to plug any poss] i
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gssman in Agusa

anao Police Regional Office 13 (
13 confirmed the release:

“Ceasar Lademora, abusinessmanand -

_miner’based in San Francisco, Agusan -

el Sur; whowas forcibly takenby Corm-

muinist guerillas from:a:mining site-in..
_the hinterlands of Sitio Salcedo, Baran-
‘gay Bayugan 3 in Rosario, Agusan del -

Sur last Sunday.
: nTuesday, he:

i He was was freed by his hostage-

Bisli '-C_i_:ty,“S_uri_gao_;_lei Su

 agement Committeerof Rosar
._c_ie_iSui','ac_companied-thg-y; i
his residence.

: Agusan del Sur,
o was abductedin the min-
ehe a5 puanaging, wasreleased
] ) -of the security forces, cormm
of the New people’s Army (NPAY -+ . members of the Crigsis Management
“-Chief Supt. Rolando B. Felix, re- '
gional-director of Northeastern Mind-

Monday afternoon by the custodial force -

24and Rey Anthony Sedent
wais freed at 5 p..

ity of Bislig City. Surigao ..

er at5p m.on Tuesday at theyicinity

alago “meémbers ofithe e

i ewe acknowledge: the cooperation’: '

mitiés,and - databang Plat

r " (SPP) 164, guerillafro

186 of .th'e_._.Cq'rn-mu-nist':'Party_._._of-*the i
“Philippines (CPP):NPAnortheastern |

" Mindanao Regional Committee; sur-

‘rendered:to ‘2gth Infantry Batialion

Committee that led to his:successful
and saferelease,” said Felix, who added -
that no ransom was paid o'seture the
release of Lademora: 7 i g

"~ Meanwhile, three NPA mem-

bers operating in northeastern and

" ‘western Mindanao surrendered ¢ - :
©o e e sarie, Civil Military’Opérations (CMO)

aﬂ_{t__hbrities.-_;_ e

Al

: . . + e (ETy
“*alias'Mark, 19, turned themselvesin o '
“soldiers of the 53rd Infaniry ‘Battalion
operating under the J oint Task Force:

Zampelan in Guipos, Zamboanga del
Sur last Taesday morning, 7 ”

o Armed Forces.of the.._g'PiﬂiipﬁiﬁﬂSQ- e
Western Mindanao Command (AFP-

commander.L

Col. Glenn Joy U.

.Aynera,; Tuesddy. =~

Second L. Ashiey Mae A, Del Ro- |

s 20th 1

months, operating in Santiago, Ja-

- bonga and Kitcharao, all of Agusan del
* Norte ‘and was involved in-the recent ’
* encounters at Barangay Hinimbangan,

in Kitcharao town, Agusan del Norte
until he decided fo surren der

. . s o
po, Lol @ERL prat I2LT LRUG
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EL: UNONGBAYA

AMBOA, G. CITY Wﬂh the success s of mﬂltary"... OF
and the sutrender of more ‘bandits, officials

have' expre'ssed confidence they can beat the }une 30

' "The numbez of surrender—
ees isiunprecedented Col.

sa1d__yeqterday, noting that

_ "(C;urrenderees} are gwmg _
us critical pieces of information . -

such 4g'the location of thelz
cohorts ™ Arevalo said.

He said military offensweq:

have diminished the strength

of the bandits by more than__'_

half since February. .

Arevaie c1ted the recent )

Edgard Aveyalo;Armed Forces
of the Philippines spokesman,

:surrendermg

e to finish off the Abu Sayyaf

.-operatxon in Basﬂan ’rhat left 20
. bandits ‘dead, which he cred- .
“dted fo information’ promded-'____y
by the surrenderees. - i

Two more bandzts were

“slaininatizencounter. withi
 govément troops Brart
© gay Sandah; Patikul, Sulu on"" :
Tuesday.” - _
Brig: Gen Cirilito Sobe]ana,,:

Joint Task Force Sulu com-
- mandér, said soldiers recov-

ered three Mlé rlﬂes §rom ’rhe

fatalities.”
. Musa Tarml AISld 19, and’
" MoHlammad Waddang Ud-

ding, 20, residents of Barangay -

on Tuesday.~

‘Scbejana Sa}.d Alsid and
Udding, followers of slain&bu -

Sayyafls leader Alhabsy Miqa} a
ielded an Mié6 sifle” '

rendered and 18 arrested Sm<:e

‘Command chief " e
- Galvez said 70 firearms

were also recovered from the-

bandits. -
: "A'mong ‘those recently ar-

- rested was Sahid Mohamrnad

Alip, 18, who was driving his

motorcycle when pulled over.
at'a mﬂztary ‘checkpoint in.

u
GasparPanopm inPatilcul FHIL:
“Kalingalang L,aluan Sulu also

74 At least 81 Abu Sy yaf Ban—--'
" dits have been killed, 50 sur—_

angay Mu

- Hereportedly yielded a caliber

45 pistol and amnitmition.” -
- Alipissaid to be a member -
of the group led by Jamuil Na-

-salon, alias Abu Harris, thatis -
operating in Basﬁan and parts ™

of Zamboanga. . . ..
~Alip, who has a qtandmg'

_Warrant of ‘Artest’ for murder, .
was ‘also tagged in the straf-
‘ing of a Rural Transit bus that
- .wounded eight passenge

m
Barangay Mu ‘

oo Galvez: said military offen- |
lgives are at 7tullthrottle” with
less than two months before '
.the deadiine, - ’

" He said military opera‘{mns
are also ‘supported by local
officials; the Moro National -
Liberation Front in Sulu and

‘Moro Islamic Liberation Front . ¢
in Basilan, ~ With Jaime Laude ¢
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: Petmgiay aid. - ey
' "'She'said ‘Alip was.among the
* “men who murdered eight fish+

- - grmien on Siromon “island’ m
j_Zamboan C1ty on Jan 100

."Patﬂcui SuluMondaw A
The latest Kitling “of the' stﬂi
ified: 'ba_ndzts n Sulu-_:'

an 11-maﬁ 'ten’omt team miﬁ-:f_
Bohoi provmce dumng the

commander of met Task Force:-f
: .Sﬂ}w said the' slaymg of the twa.
. bandits took: place in Patzkul H} 1t

ot about 7.2 ; e
“Sobejana aid iroopc ﬁ'om S Sé’;rg;gfgstt:v:gg*g:d
ﬁle IOth Infanﬁy Battahéh‘were Sy £ Basil e

O epage | gones ol B

" of the’Abu Sayyaf Group were"

" cornered by intelligence iopera-
tives together with elements of
the 111th Marine Compenty at .

. theirhideout last Sunday inBa-
rangay Muti Highway, Zambo-
anga City.
. He said that after vahdatmg

- and confirming intelligence re-
ports about the presence of Abu
Sayyaf men, security “forces
immediately launched an op-
‘eration to arrest the terrorists.
The operation was completed
at around 10:05 p.m.
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lifobig :
_ 6 Meanwhile; twobandtts Mus
erupted at Sandah village in, ‘Pati-  Jamil Alsid, 19; and: Mohammad - ;-
Jkul, 2 known [air of the notorious - Waddang Uddmg, 20, ~ also sur-
.group allied with the Istarmic State. rendered on Tuesday to the 2nd
She said troops from the: 10th™ Special Forces. Qattahon under Lt
Infantry Battalion iecovered the__'_.j_LoI Gaspat»Pancpw in Talipao' .~ -
bodies of the slain terroists, in- - fown. They trtied over one MIG'- L
;dudmgthme 716 automatic rifles. au‘{omam rlﬂe to the rruhtary S
..M report £ from’ Brig: Gen. Ci thoAls
“rilito Sobe}ana, Joint Task. Forc
;__Suiu rommander, Sald *’We weref.

e e
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~Abu Sayyaf strength reduced by half: AFP

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Armed Forces yesterday claimed
. to have reduced the strength of the Abu
Sayyaf by about a half, from a high of
500 men, since January when the mili-

tary wageé atiother intensified campazgn
against the group which 1§ notorious for |

kidnapping and beheading.

. “Before the campaign started last Jat-
ary this yeat, we started going after more
than 500 Aba Sayyaf members,” said L.
Gen. Catlito Galvez, commander of the
military’s Western Mindanzo Cormmand

Tie r»'anona Newspaper

"in Zarmboanga City.

“With the support we are receiving from
the loca! officials, and other stakehold-
ers, including the MILF (Moro Islamie
Liberation Front) and the MINLF (Moto

National Liberation Front), we have strong
"feasons to believe that we dré only ¢on-
“ fronting less than half the nimber of the

“bandits right now;” said Galvez.
. In the past few years dnd up. until

December last year, the military placed
the Abu Sayyaf stength at about 300 to
400 men, mostly based in the bapdits’
bailiwick province of Sulu.

Gelvez said it is “just be a matter of

The Abt: Sayyaf operates in Suhi‘and
Basilan. It has presence in other parts of
Mindanao, including Zamboanga City
and Tawi-Tawi, but the ﬂumber is not
that significant.

Government forces launchcd re:lent—
less operations against the Abu Sayyaf in

“January after Armed Forces chief ‘Gen.

FEduardo Afo set a new deadline of six
months to defeat the Abu Sayyaf * ~

Afio’s predecessor, Ricardo Visaya, also
vowed to “neutralize” the Abu Sayyaf,
Visaya was appointed AFP chief in July
Iast year. He retired last December.

time that we will defeat the entire group.”

Wesmincom spokeswoman Capt. Jo-
ann Petinglay said the militaty has neu-
tralized 149 members of the Abu Sayyaf
since January. The number is broken
down into 81 killed, 50 suzrendered, and

18 apprehended.

Pednglay said about a hund:ed others
have left the group because of the relent-
less military operations.,

“Other than that (149), we neutral-

See ABU > Page B2
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i posmvc--that we will rcach it with

ized others in some ways ~ not
through killing, apprehension or,
surrender. That's why we said we "
are confronting less than haif of
the mumber {500) When westarted,

thats -out estirnate,” she’
- Asked if the militatyis:

“of defeating the Abu Sayyaf by next
month, Petinglay said: “He {Galvez) -

am]ng'nght now
ilito Sobejana,

the Joint Task
aid there dre 80 o

said.

confident to 200 last year.

. reduction’ of their streﬁgth I .am
' taikmg about Sulu only,” he said.
. Eatly thi§ year, the rmhtary said

_there are about 200 or 300 Abu
Sayyaf members operating o Subu:

Col. Juvymax Uy, Joint Task
Force Basilan commandet, can-
not be reached for comment but
4 source said there are about 100
Abu Sayyaf mesn operating in
Basilan, from a high of about 150

- The source ‘also said it is also
possibie to defeat the Abu Sayyaf

in Basilan, as the task foree has also

against the group.

Two Abu Sayyaf members were
killed in 2 firefight with government
forces in Sulu yesterday, bringing to
49 the ramber of group members
to be slain by the military in the
province since February.

Seven ‘others wete ‘arrested in
Zamboanga City last Sunday.
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w4y KATHINS LEATING WIEED

: ¢ tral 0 . “This will help in the cultivati
o ferged strong ties andrelamonsmps to.. edu cation ideals for young: .’generah
o worktogetherm respondmg toemergen- that they will Hold on for year _
* - cies, said Lt Col, Ryan Scott; commander - -said Lt Col._Scott “Tant confident: tha i
? of the Coaht;on J omt CIVﬂ Mmtary Task ~if we qmckly mitigate futire: effects of
1 Force ' " disasterto educataon because of t,"e
: Thls -vear 5 mihtary exercise con- . Balikatan. Exercise.”
r-*,truci;e,d afschool plding:. ‘renovated a’ - - Surok vitlage, located W‘l
“schiool stage, andbuiltawater catchment " tional road leading to the town center 1s
: faexhty at Surok Elementary School. The  home t0 1,487 res1dents who suffer_ dithe
L.ampus n this town was heavﬁv devas—: ;brunt of the <uper typhoon _GPNA)
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a in Camp Agumaldo Quezon: g
: _-Wednesday, ‘Major: Andrew Merz, US ¢
Exercise Director, CPX Staffex Com-
i ‘bined Exercise Contol Group BK33-17,
" gaid: #We will provide support that are
- ot available; things like lift support also -
‘otherforms ofloglstxcs supportneeded' Crsaid:
: "_for the exercise. :
; Merz fold: reporters that inan ac- -
r,_the US wﬂl send several .

hzhppmes,.. :
ap mtemew durmg the Bahka~ .

! medlately "thm 54 howur:

S humamtanan assistance’ ‘team that will :
coordinate with the Phlhppme armed B

ww“«-—«ww&

13

The? rywill also fly in 2 joi

" forces, he said.

: “Oftentzmes there are alreadv US'
.fmﬂzt,aw forees in the region like in Ja-
= '.pan-that_c n reqpond qumklv ‘within 24

> P
- ism opera’cions in the Phll;ppmes

< wphatis not the US role but for th:s-

: ‘. command post exercise the US is here
“to-conduct support to Humanitarian

Agsistance and Disaster Relief that are
being conducted by the AFF The couri-

o that can

" ing the staff is the: crisis '

1 evelop skxﬁs and

‘e applied in every: sittiation.
‘Lt Col- Michael Togico, ‘Philippine

Exermse Director, CPX:Staffex Com-

pined Exercise Control Group BE-17),
' d:

H_ADR Uperatmns
- “Logico sald the scenario that has-_ '
; phoon

ofthe, Phihppmeé conducting initial re- o
_-;sponse connectmgzt tod mxﬂtmatmnai .
““pperation,” Logico said; -

~“Ixiring the HADR ope atmn w : -

cluded counterterrorism seenarios that
will also be & test for thie AFP Lrisis ac-
" fion planning team’so thescénario that
we developed is: hijacking
“will disrupt’ the HADR 0p
“how the planners ‘can resobve’ qmckly
the counter terrorist so'that we ‘can
move on with the HADR operanons o

de; that{

he said.
Logico said the cmhans take a pmw
mary role in HADR operations.
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:"';_m the antlterrorzsm phas'. -
P years RP-US Exercise Balikatan.

i “nate, Cavite, a few c'[ays ago: .

P thai: i)rzngs in the kind .of capab:h

i ties that you ‘need to beable to lo-
! . cate, identify, _track “close With and'

) Ieft by lawless €lements..;

very good jungle. warfare training

" school in Okinawa, Jap_gr_;,k\very ,

tough, they putyou out there with
abottle of waterand a Ka-Barknife.
Theyputyouout there and pickyou
up in seven days kind of thing, Our
Marines say yoursis tougherhere
down there in Ternate,” he added.

This years Balikatan exercises
started on May 8 and will wind up
on May 18.

US ready for dtsasters in PHI.
AMERICAN forces can deploy units

" The US Joint | Task Force', com--_. :
\ mander. Brig. Gen, ‘John' Jansen,”
| gaid hé hagobserved American and -
¢ Filipino. troops perform counter-
¢ terrorism drills in Fort Magsaysay, :

E Paiayan Gity, Nueva Ea}a, and Ter— to hPlP the coun’tr}?s m111tary forces

~ithin' 24 Hours in case a ma:
: ;_ﬁ_dxsaster hits’ the Philippines. .
- 'This was_ ‘bared by the US ex-
-'__'ercme director of the cammand:_
“post-staff exercise phase o the

. “They train to a-very h1gh levei i

- the éeputy commander of the US: s
._EII Marine Expeditionary Force,

. Drillsinclude cieanngatown in-
' festedwzth terroristsanddisarming
H 1mpromse& ‘bombs and exploswes .

ouve got a very good ]un-: o

- “there. In fact; _we thmk-we have a
- CGSC students. e
Servingas observerswere mem-

bers of the Australian and Japa-

Maj: Andrew Merz

‘he latter was:'held at the

mand and_ General Staff College "
{CGSC) at Camp. Geneml Emlllo.____"__
' _Agumaido, Qitezon City, where the
-.:ArmedForces General Heaéquérters 33._: :
_and the office.of the Department of

Natl_:;nal Defense are colocate&
_Partmyatmg were
itary: personnel: along

nese militaries.
“Inanactual disaster, the US will

send several different type of teams

down almost immediatelywithin 24
hours, so not only wil the US send
their teams, there willalso be ajoint
humanitarian assistance team to
start coordinating with the AFP for
the initial response,” he added.
Merzadded the US military will

takeasupportingroleinthisevent

a range of opezatlons, 1nc1ud1ngshu¥= =

: WereHADR whlchm:_luderesponses

-_.*.Mihtant group o
;_biasts war: games

mazutarmn assistance and dlsastez“'__* '

Scenarios plaved:m the Staffex

ikatan, s;ty o itis proéf that the US

. continues tomeddleinthe country's -

¥y

affairsunder President Duterte’s “in-
dependent foreign policy™.
Balikatan has been dlsguased

 as “humanitarian aid and disaster
response training” to make it look

palatabletothepeople, LFS stressed.

“With Duterte’sinterestinforg-
ing an alliance with China, the US
quickly attempts to reestablish
its hold on the Philippines. The
challenge by a rising imperialist
power compels the US to protect
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and ensureitsdo;

- “Armyofficials fromboth USand
e the Ph111ppmes feed the pubhri ofBa~f--"

the US'to’ gam advanta_g_e over 'the':_:
o '1mper1a11st tug—of~war for Benham s

- that] prormse and assert t
_ '_1ntegr1’cy, Rosos sald -

T . P
‘must flght for our naticnal interest
- with the same fervor: After all, it is -
onlytheFilipinopeople; throughcol-
lective action, who could free them-
selves from foreign stranglehold,
imperialist exploitation and abuge,”
Rosos added. st and Marvyn X. Benaning

m - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5283, 5285
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:dei ur, applving:
| -{he Philippine: Natmnal Pohce (PNP)

© “Tokhang” antisillegal drugs operation
E in running after religious -extremis
| in Maranao commumhes sources:re—-_.
: vealed this week.~ :
‘Bome 1,300 soldwrs carrled out
' f1rst; ~Tokhang’ mission last May 10
in house-to-house searches alang the -

highway spanning BarangayBangon i

 {a0, tallangtohouseholds and operators
of. prxvate Islamic schools (madaris),

o they .
“identities ofouir household members: Tn S

thi§icity and Barangay Toca in Maran- -

and trging them o shun religious-ex- -
tremists-or radicals,-sources, mld the' i
' *Builetm in interviews here:: 8¢
“The soldxez's ‘ostly belongmg ‘so'._-.. ba

5'-operated in two groups. pesmoned ét::'__
oo

i Qd ﬁ'_om both

sited g, They mqulrad on:::

i my case, they soughtmformatmnabout_ L
-the specific- curriculum of our madra- *

sah and left later: peacefully,” an alim

(Islamic scholar) -operating an Arab‘tc.,

school in Maranao, told the. Bulletm i/

Maranao-dialect::

P soldiers told mé theywere con~' -

' duicting ‘tokhang’ WhenIaskedaboutthe
- nature of theirvisit;” the afind said: -

. “To}thang” isanacronymfor“toktok _
b “—_miMarognng, & mountainous
L a0 del Sur, 1ast Monda

ock and ™

Fage: (’L

: Barangays ‘Bangon and Toka from . ..

“'.{"okhang" came three days. after resi-
‘dénts here reported dboutthe hovermg s
in'their communities: of :drones and
aircrafts amid rumors that alleged
members of the thachst Maute group
" ‘had heen sighted: in: nme .subur.ba-n

barangays in thiscity.
‘H.came five: davs before 1ements

_ 'of the Army’s 6th- Infantry Battalion -
_.raptured 11 suspected Maute group
" militants at barangtay Rumagondong

fr ol rasE £
Lonal 2B L2wl

A
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Forces. of the Phlhpplnes~Western
- Mindanao Command (AFP-WestMin-
" Com, through its Joint Task Fore-
. s launched Tuesday the: “Brigada
: Mabjld” which is aimed at assist-
ing Muslim: cammumt]es ity preparing
: the;r respective. mosques for the up—
coming Ramadan season. : S
rzgada Masjid .hmh Was con-_

-Jr; was the first to be conducted in
Mmdanao mvolvmg Mushm soIdxers
j.and engmeers S :
s The ceremomal 1aunch was held
: last Tuesday at the Masjid in Barangay

Arena Blancoin Zamboanga City. .

Aftendmg the -ceremony were: the
Deputy Grand Mufti Sheik Abdul Tanjil--

il representatives fromithe Zamboanga

' City Government and Office of Muslim

- Affairs, some Muslim religious leaders,
and Is]am followers of Barangay Arena
Blanco. .

-, Barangay Arena Blanco Chairman
Abdulhusin lauded the AFP-WestMin-
Com for initiating the activity, saying
that it was the first time that a Brigada
Masjid was launched in Mindanao.

He also said that he was surprised
by the undertaking since he did not
expect soldiers, generally perceived to
be combatanis, to help them in the re-

- pair and rehabilitation of their mosque,
which is a 30-year-old structure and
symbol of their refigion and faith.

The Deputy Grand Mufti Shiek
Tanjilil expressed his support to the
endeavor and said that “the mosque
is a place where we should love one
another and live in harmony. There- — N § 4T GREE T pymai BIEE QR

: fore, keeping it safe and conducive for '~ © € N 2, be0-E5uh Looal booe Leed

FUTHE ARNY CRIZF PJUSLIC &7 R AR

. alt Islam believers is Important and
Ao Love Bl significant,” m
/
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: PO o
: -;.'where majorﬂy of the beach resorts' i
: clvsited by tourists ‘were Jocated, had
:potent;al fe (_)r1 S also prewously conducted_ a similar:
5 nvited to'the : bmeﬁng while Dumaguete d Szbula.n :
iofﬁc;als local government executwes,;: : were upnext’ : :
1 secmf.y guards and other stakehol ders - SreSupt. Bmas explamed th:s would_.
i | Y be aregular, activity in areas pntent:allj
it the terror reat
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hoever the co \

uild come out anidl olic

OnSCHIpHON.

- knows the positive effect

- -and the nation’s defense posture
. cacy for

ROTC is premised onits first b

" reformed, cons
- students and thew parents.
. OnSept 1,1977,an Amy Rese

& :

i Reserve Command:>" a7
i Tt was reactivated on May
Army Reserve Command-on Oct .1, 1999, Its mission isto
maintain, administer, develop, train, and drganize reservist
units to help enhance national security and development.
T¢ claims a force of 120,000+ in:ready reserve, with
50,000+ on standby. They must be masters of camouflage
‘we hardly see the warm bodies. Last May 12, RESCOM's
anniversary, they shouild have had theirpresencefelt. Unit
commandeérs, if any, showdd step forward to be recognized.
i e perfect time to reform ROTC _
- RIGHT now ~with a no-nonsense President Duterte
rurming the couniry —is the perfect time to reform ROTC,
make it mandatory in college, and help sharpen our mili-
tary preparedness.- : :
In-case a step is seriously taken in this direction, we
want to contribute some thoughts:

ueshon
teserve:

lan, -

: ed; considering thatitwas downgraded years back:
-~ after being tocked by scandals and complaints of some -

-~ and formation. Antimberof cadets were able toha
Gayand rifles (I hope not the Garand again today) ROTC

" before was a waste of time. The program did not teach us

- howto defend the country It should focus onwar games,

.collected from each cadet 50 the answers wo

{Reserve Officets’ Train<:
from the :

though drills ha

ity service and disasts

useless 25 |1

targeting the eriemy, and sutvival with iminimal means on
hand. Those who underwentROTC before cannot defend

the country.

Dickison Que (recalling his Maptia days in 1968-70):

" Inmy college years, ROTC was a training ground for cor-
© ruption of cadets by the military officers %L;?er’seemg the
- program. At the end of the semester;-cadets went to the

ROTC office to verify their attendance and grade. One
who has no absences would find 2 or 3 absences in their
record and money is demanded to remove the absences.
I'was a victim year in and year out. The drawers of cadet
officers were full-of money. During exams, p‘aﬁfmmt was
to him. The only training we gained arc:bmdgbe o
. & gaine i

with wooden rifles. & . gaimedvasm . ound
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: supportl’
o ROTC for our yout’ﬂ"

ADVISORY _.Postsmpt ar ves can b accessed 5.

st wivsbmaridlamail.com. Follow 118
. Pascual, Trnail feedback to fip333@yah
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|- sdmiistration.. - much sbout conventions. So; -
| Balikatan is actually no fonger- Tet us not be too sure, Besides,

a-military -exercise 'insirict
military. terfits but a disaster
relief . exercise - whatever
that means, We have to give
‘credit 1o ‘the plariners of this
year's exercise -in coming
up with activities that might
be categorized as a militarv
exercise. ' i

845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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' goveriment is nowpaymg‘? i
A lot) therefore is till un-

A gla- . too'willing to help. - 0
““{jong has truty descen s Oureonntry Cengagess: in-

" w6 It is being masterminded by “foreign relations 10 promote o
“.a President ‘with f'véry_;-:limited35_3.5national_int'ei'e_sts}_'_;A's they say .
* experience 1 foreign. ilations, | in diplomacy, there is no-such
- This however, is not unheard of .- thing - as. permanent riends, -
- have been heads of st ""-o_'ﬂ'Iyj'pé_rmanentiinte'res',t's;.'l‘-his
s a Jittle surprising
Jine in one'of the

<5 why it was

is going to. help us withou
“dny conditions. I .do t know.

. ow? Just & year 250,
© ernrhent was 1ot even t ) s.Tdon |
. China. That ‘was clearly shown €7 ng super. th big:-of any. such: thing. Besides;
Cinthe f"régfgé_iptéracﬁgjn Ejetwe':én” 'a'ri’_ibit_i_d}i:S“ftpﬁ_:suppla_n_t_':thg_-U_ﬂited ~the ¢ billions - of: ‘dollars = in.ido not , the
g former: President “Aquino and: _fSta.ie’fs"aﬁd;break'_qﬁt-ir;'t_c"'theiv_as_t ;_-'Concessiéﬁal_.loans"ar'e: not free. amount of money. being men--
' Chine'sé'-f}-}’resideﬂt “Xi Jraping - Pacific: O;ieﬁxi"bedax_;’sg-tdiCh_i'na,'=:'-__-.The country will have to-pay. tiored to finance all these pro-~
_'.".dﬁﬁﬂgjfhe' Apec conference s "ft_he:.'South_ .China: Sea is just a. the Chinese ‘back. Unlike the jectsunder the BBB programis
. Manila lastyear. stepping stone. to 'the Pacific concessional loans we get from - so dizzying that if something
o Todays it s a complete turna- Yeean % . Japan wherein the conditions ~goes wrong, ‘it could put the
- round, We are now being offered 15 ‘President | “are cle ] _ debt for generations:
i _:a-.é’cjﬂbés’éiéhél"ldﬁﬂ of%500 mil-" sistently said. that he'is not giv- * pot know the terms attached to~ 10 ‘come, : Already, ‘there are.
“Yion to buy Chinese weapons. ing up Panatag Shoal to the the Chinese loans.For instance, some 1D governiment calling for
' 2: what would' ‘be the interest the ‘deficit to”exceed ‘the ‘pru-.

. The Chinese also promised $24 ‘Chiriese. But sometimes; coun- | Wh : _ eed
“pillion in development Agsis- : ged more o what_rate? ‘Will ‘the arrangement be - dent figure of 3 percent of the
_ B ot~ they do “fhian what they say. Tt. : : :
* possibility of jointly developing’ “riight ‘be that:: fute rallp _ ' we De eeti many huge projects get-
iry decides to pursue $500 million but the :--iddﬂ_"héé:.'j_ting'_'sta'r_t_;«_:d;-_ijaybe_-we_ should: ..
of the area is located within our the case more aggressively, our’ :
exclusive econontic zone. . iraditional allies. might not be

as con-" are «clearly stated,; we ‘still do _ﬁ__couht'r_y_in

Als0,,

stries arejud, aie? Wil ]
tanco and there 1s now & distinct Iike -.th'f':i'-iiﬁ_imrﬂéménied:e---_nb_rth*--:----na’eionalzbudgetfystz.weéhaye'-no_t_:.-
‘of oty develo at in-the: future; if; rzil_pr_éjec_;'fi;_ih_eifé"\#é-bofrﬁx_#éd ] ' jects get-

the South China Sea even most the coun . : _ /
now . ballooned -to -something’ control our exuberance and be.
like . $800 million that the cafefuls iR
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;Presndent Digong: K
‘deng komunista; Sanab; kona'n
hihipatnan ang peace, ‘talks na. :
"CPP-NPA, ‘Kung: talagang gusio’ ng' mga ‘Komunis

peace taiks ciapat nak:knsa sﬂa 511 gobyem

sibilyan at nanghihingi:ng. fansom e
4 sila ‘sasali sa pe talk na gusto ni ngong efina-,
“Autoiria sﬂangimagdelehens a'ng madaling. pag’;ka’ki—
__@ac al ng:

Dobyarmor atar
nangud _ap ng mlnexa sa Agusa__:_____ el sur.
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ONLINE NEWS
18 MA&Y 2017

COLLABORATION | WestMinCom launches Brigada Masjid
_before Ramadan

2ok E AP EE S
ARSI ETLIRRE

HEADQUARTERS WESTERN MINDANAO COMMAND, Camp Navarre, Calarian, Zamboanga City ~

(DWDD) ~ In coliaboration with the Muslim leaders, local officials, Ulama and other stakeholders, the Western
Mindanao Command through its Joint Task Forces and the PNP launched the Brigada Masjid within the whole
area of Western Mindanao today {May 16) to assist our Muslim brothers and sisters in preparing the mosqgues

for the upsoming Ramadan.

which was conceptualized by Lieutenant General Carlito G. Galvez, Jr., Commander of

The Brigada Masjid,
ad in Mindanao involving Muslim soldiers and engingers.

the WestMinCom, is the first of its kind 1o be conduct

The ceremonial launching was held in a 30 year old Masjid in Barangay Arena Blanco in Zamboanga City.

d Mufti Sheik Abdul Tanjilil; a representative of the Zamboanga

Attending the ceremony were the Deputy Gran
ous leaders, and Islam followers of

City Government; an envoy from the Muslim Affairs; and the Muslim religi
Brgy Arena Blanco.

irman of the place expressed his gratitude to the WestMinCom

Commander for initiating the activity, saying this was the first time that the Brigada Mesjid was Jaunched in
Mindanao. He also said that he was surprised of the endeavor since he did not expect soldiers whom they only
perceive as combatants help them in the repair of an important structure and symbol for their refigion and that

is the mosqua.

Honorable Abdulhusin, the Brgy Cha

The Deputy Grand Mufti Shiek Tanjilil expressed his support to the endevour saying "The mosque i a place
where we shouid iove one another and live in harmony. Therefore, keeping it safe and conducive for all Istam

helievers is important and significant.

their own interest and for propagating
its preachings, therefore must be

* He also mentioned about some Muslim brothers who use religion for
terrorism. He emphasized that Islam never taught Terrorism as part of

avoided. .

The WestMinCom chief who sees the activily as a good venue to promote cultural understanding and harmony

felt elated with the comments he heard from the community.

1 is also his intent that Brigada Masjid be institutionalize in the AFP as a regular activity yearly before

Ramadan season slarts,
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

“Ne are one. Christians and Muslims, in working for peace and development in Mindanao amid the diversity in
culture and beliefs. The men and women of the armead forces join you as you prepare for the coming of the
Ramadan.” said Lieutenant General Carlitc G Galvez, Jr, Commander of the Western Mindanao Command.

All units under the WestMinCom will adapt & mosgue within their respective area of operations and help the
Muslim brothers and sisters in cleaning, repairing, and repainting of said mosgues.

www,. owdd.com
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
BK 17 | Bilateral Service Iinter-operability in
Calayan Island

e CRETER por o

"'CAMP GEN EMILIG AGUINALDO, Giezon City (DW
of this year's balikatan exercises at Calayan Isfand, int

typhoon frequently visits.”

he province of Cagayan, an island municipality where

or Celeste Frank Sayscn, spokesman BK17, the exercise is one of the few peculiar events of
(CARFOR) between PH and US. The EXercise is
our land base forces. The exercise was a culmination of a

series of Subject Matter Expert Exchanges Simulations conducted by CaRFOR ar various site like
headquarters 5th Infantry Division in Upo isabela, and Sta Ana Cagayan and some areas of 7" Infantry
Nivision. The event was participated by Calayan LGU, local populace, municipai disaster response teams, and
US and PH forces coming from the Army of both forces. It was participated by more than 200 individuals. US
Black Hawk helicopters were used during the air evacuation scenarious.

Acceording to Maj
BK2017 for it involves Combined Army Forces

called Bilateral Service interoperability Event of

ves for BK*7, to prepare cur ground froops in extreme scenarious

This event is one of the AFP’s training object:
y responses, especially in natural disasters. - BK17 / MCAG

and work together with local populace in emrgenc

www.dwdd.com
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