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) By!.e: A B. Salaverrla, i open to- acceptmg other forms--_'[ Phlhpp__ne M pre&denﬂalf.
Roy Stephen C.Camvel.. "of B0 financial.® ‘assistance; - spokesperson Emesto Abeila
and Jeannette I.Andrada iMalacanang ‘saidon Thursciay o saidinapress. bnefing o
ot Z-ijance -Secretary Carlos'_ :

S “The Pres1dent has:-ap=
3_-‘__proved the reconunenda&en of: ; Dommguez ‘noted that the pro-:
~:posed EU grant “would involve

the” Department -of  Finance
{DOF): not: 10 ‘accept - grants ::--:_E[a} ‘review .of :our adherence to'"

._:~——th15 is not necessarily hu-. '-the ruieoflaw L

' @Team Inqmrer

) _'I'he Phlhppmes is turmng down_'-
a grant of 260 ‘million” eUros’
($278.7 million)} from the Euro-
‘peari Union (EU)that, will allow,
the blot to ‘interfere; w1th th
'-countrys affalrs but: rema 3

fecting the autonomy of the
. co;mtry,” Abellasaid. -

Union, which he lambasted for
expressing rconcern Over the -

death toli in his administration’s
war on drugs. He said the Philip-

pines could survive even if the .
European Union would decuie:_.-

to withhold aid to the country.

P cons1dered mterference, Abeﬂa
- President Duterte has atesty. '

Asked ‘what

certain conditionalities that will'
_1nterfere with the way we han- g
dle things, then we consider

that objectionable.”

g

“grants that help attair

tives' of promotitig “economic’
development, inclusiveness and-
reducing poverty,” he said. -

. Abella said the country nev—_ '__"]'éss,en said the DOF in-

ertheless remained open to hu= formed him of the govern-

Malacanang--f-fmamtarmn and other kinds of

© 4id from the European Union.

“The" thppmes,. reserves.
1gbt to accept-rioans and:
s obJe<:w.': :

Franz

A2

EU  Ambassador
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:bloc.a_althougp

: ;the trade lncen
- tive came with, its pwn set of

it éoiely apphes ‘tainew . EU
] grants Atwasina meetmg with

_jg.;yesterday (Wednesday)

.- the Inqun‘er ina text message
. The GSP»J» status comes mth t

T.helma Gecolea pubh_ af

© Asked for the explanétlo'

Trade perk not affected
The European Unjon is the
largest foreign investor in the
Philippines, the only member
of the 10-nation Association of
Seutheast Asian Nations to en-
Joy duty-free exports under the
union’s Generalized Systern of
Preferences plus (GSP+) incen-
tives for developing countries.
“The Philippines’ duty-free
exports to the European Union
in 2016 was worth around 1.6
billion euros ($1.78 million), ac-
cording to EU Delegation data.
Trade Secretary Ramon
Lopez said the Philippines
would not leave the tariff-free
trade arrangement with the

tnany projects in the country, -
“epirsed through variots mon-
orgamzatm’ns, :
wolld ‘1ot be affected by the_ ES

B : government s move. . _mission'- shouid "use;aﬁ ..avak -

= “cluding the' poss1ble rérnoval of

the GSP+if there were 1o sub-
stantial improvements.

Envoy summoned
The European Union also

‘summoned a Philippine envoy
.in March to explain an exple-

tive-laden " titade” by Mr.
Duterte, ~who. threatened to

‘hang EU officials for opposing

his efforts to reimpose the
death penalty.

The President has lashed
out at the Buropean Union re-
peatedly for raising human
rights concerns over his deadly
crackdows on illegal drugs,

“If you think it is high time
for you to withdraw your assis-

) 111j3p1n ;products entermg'-
arket, dealt thh'-

speech in October,

vand other crit

refe'tring' to
ald’ from ihe Umted States, the:

f"a resolutzon that sa1ti among -fron
“other things, that the BU Com-""th '

el and that people needed to:; :
believe the country could fend’ :

for irself.

“I think we need go gain a

certain confidence in our-
sefves, and this is exactly the
kind of mentality that the Pres-
ident wants Filipinos to avoid,
a mendicant attitude,” he said,
—WITH REPORTS FROM JULIE 5. ALI-
PALAAND AP INQ ==

WATCH THE VIDED: Palace: Govitrejecting

reonditinnal’ EU grants
hetpy/ /ing.news/PHrelectsEligrants
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. the officer is. willing to testify
against detained Sen. Leila de

. Lima on her alleged involve-
ment in the illegal drug trade.
.- -Acogta immediately. filed
a motion before the Manila
Regional Trial Court seek-
ing release from detention of
Marcelino, which was granted
yesterday. .. o
Inta 13-page resolution

*released ‘yesterday, the DOJ

granted the petition for seview:
filed by the’ detained military;
- officer and reversed its earlier,

- of Republic A
“.prehensive-Dang
Act of 2002) agai
" Jtinstead reinst:
~original resciution of

Dmgs

‘yearthatidismissed the charges
obable catise!
Marcelino and:

formance of & lawful duty
when they were chanced
“upon by the PNP (Philippine
‘National-Police) and PDEA
- (Philippine Drug Enforcerment
‘Agency) joint’ team, thereby
negating the evidence of the
complainants-appellees pur-
portedly establishing that they
are probably involved in the
manufacture of illegal drugs,
conspiracy in the manufacture
thereof, or illegal possession
of the same;”: read the latest
resolution signed by Under-
secretary Deo Marco for the
office of Secretary Vitaliano

AguirreTL. w70

tling of a shabu laboratory in' tagged as the big est shabu '
Camiling, Tarlac that stemmed laboratory ever ismantlec_l Farranent when it
from his counter-intelligence by .authorities in the country e
operation. .. - :

the clandestine laboratory ingBeni,
- Tarlac and the possible infil-".

it itMai_'ee__lin_o :
:"_--géﬁni?pi'os'ecutor in Maji'l'ast%-

Yari Vi 'Shou have sufficiently !
proven that they were in per-’

.“The Department OF JUSHICE
(DOD Thas cleared Marine L
d. his ‘Chine

{iblic attorney Persida Rue-
- Acosta, eatlier revealed
a press conference that

S Mo Page 1

tration of the drug syndicate

Vislﬁ framihe isenat;or in the political leadership of

CIn his :éaflié.r:_ affidavit, which she said to me, "1 can
Marcelino revealed that while assure you the Presidentisnot

he was detained at the PNF involved,” Marcelino said it . upg it possible that the syhs

custodial center after his ar- his sworn statement ob_tain_gd. dicates already penetrated the:

“ino highest politi ’iiéé’dqr'jshipgo_f_

rest, De Lima visited him and by The STAR. i
WAS e 72 Ored ant:

discussed the raid and disman- ~ The raid on. what

imply

allybe discovered?” Mareelin

oM, . oo .. took place during the previous, painted ou
administration of president

 “We discussed operation in:

B | was'
mentiored e itk
1 .did not.even state Nis NAINE jno-
é“%o‘tﬁm;at‘thatl. Bﬂg

A WRED. SH%op
the president,when 4155 focused o
drug trade in the New
id Prison following intel-

ormation showing

lig

' tical nni “Marcelino claims [
“behind the Tar - surprised why the ISAFP was
" »Whyis the largest €A Joft qut of the operations led by
" destine shabu 1aboratory 5 then justice secretary De Lima
tablished right in the home yhen the original plan was that
province of then President yye mijitary intelligence opera-
-Benigno Aquing _HL Whl 138 tives would conduct forensic

“algo thesprovince where The soqiq on contraband seized.
_then PDEA director general [ the same affidavit, Marce-
Arturo (;acd?C:PnCe'$3WEd f;f lino also belied claim of De
Erov'mc:lal director of PNP?"y sma that he was supposedly
e asked. S B lﬁeing coerced to testify against

er.

Vi

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emait add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tei no. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285,5285 .

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmall.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

' o ”I Ieamed a lot: whﬂe 1n";
¥ detentlon I learned that ft,u‘—:f’

. I ‘_agams
ey soonashas-retum' e Un

commanderin. cl’uef who am' L
“torefuse himif he orders me,” s
‘Marcelino said. in a cﬁvert 0
-+ Asked if he would be ﬁhng";;

countef-charges against the "an g
' ing . policenien and the PDEA, Mar- the: house = With Emm i
: nuhtary detentlon yesterday,-. ~celino sa;.d-'he has yetto demde Tupas, ‘} alme Laude

Marcelino argued he Was:;
eratmn when'

L
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D LUCBAN Quezon e Four oldiers, a
pro-government: mlhtlaman two police-

* men, two civilians and three-rebels were
_wounded in" gun batfles. .and a landmine
explogion as security forces were chasing
New People’s Army (NPA) rebejs through
the villages between this town and Luist-
ana in Laguna the-other day.. :

© Colonel Arnulfo Burgos, commander

" of the Philippine Army’s 202nd Infantry
Brigade (202 IB), said sporadic gun battles
between government froops and the NPA
rebéls hegan around 11 a.m. in Barangays

' Kaiangay and Mahabang Paratig, Liichan.

- The. initial “encotnters involved two
teams ofthe bth and éth Maneuver Platoons-
of Quezon’s Provincial Public Safety Com-
pany = on¢ under Police Officer 3 Danilo

- Arcilla'and the other led by PO3 Richard B."
Calixto — and around 30 guerrillas.
Later at 3:12 p.m. as military troops - on
hoard a KM450 military vehicle and a V-150
.. armed personnel carrier (APC) —were mov-
‘ing to:augment police: comibatants’ fighting -
the ‘rebels, a- landmine ‘exploded ‘on their
path on the Cavinti-Luisiana Road between
Barangays San Aatonio and Barangay San
Jose in Luisiana, Laguna.

The explosion alse damaged a sports
utility vehicle (SUV} and a delivery van,
wounding two civilians.

Around 10 guerrillas then opened fire
at the troops, sparking a fierce gun battle
that fasted urtil 6 p.m.

Police and military reports idertified
the wounded troopers as Sergeant Marvin
Bagaboro; Corporals Zaldy Lebantino aad
Teejay Antonio; Private First Class (PFO)
Jeff Ray Gatlabayan; Civilian Armed Fore-
es Geographical Unit (CAFGU) member
Domingo Garcilias; and PO2 Aldrin C. Le-
enida and PO1 Bong Anda Himor,

At least three NPA guerrillas were
wounded, according to reports from the 7’

ground commanders. : .
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y-1roop
ple’s:Army (NPA) guerilas in Samar
-Wednesday, the mﬂttary reported
Thursday

“Major Generai Raul M I‘arnacm

commandmg generalof the Army’s 8th
" Infantry Division (8ID}, told reporters
that soldiers from the division’s 43rd
Infaniry Battalion engaged about 20
NPA rebels. m Barangay Mahayag,
Matugumao St
- Killed was Cpl Renpe P Ada Far-'
nacio‘said the number of casualtles on
_ the NPA said was known, - 7
s wﬁager bhad reported to: authem
; 'txes that the rebels were asking forfeed
“and medicines front the residents:

Farnacio said soldiers were rushed
tothe Mahayag and exchanged fire w1th
the rebels for 15 minutes. " 7.0

In another development, Farnamo
said a 12-year-old boy was apprehended
by governmentiroopers Whﬂe carrymg
1llegal ammunition.: -

“Farriacio said’ that troops ﬁ‘um the
BID’s 803rd Infantry Brigade were pa-
trolling in Barangay De Tubang, Silvino
Lobos, Northern Samar, when they
chanced upon the boy who was carrying
a rice sack that concealed close to 20
rounds of assorted ammunition.

The general said that afier being
interviewed, the child was turned
over to the Provincial Social Welfare
Development and brought to Catar-
man Provincial Hospital for a medical
checkup.

Farnacic said thaf arrest of the
boy is proof that the NPA violated the
International Humanitarian Law stat-
ing that children under age 18 cannot
participate in any hostilities or carry
supplies that could put their lives in
danger.

“Letus give our children the chance 3

0 grow up while peacefuﬂy learning
OFFJCE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFI fmm their youthful expemences and f.com - Tel no. (02) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

contributing in their own unique ways.

Army Core F npa should stop recruiting and using iring the land.
minors for their illegal activities,” he

said.
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2n | Negros Geographical Battalion formed

" DUMAGUETE CITY = The com- -Army, the threat of the extremist ter"ror:

'mander of the Army’s 3rd Infantry Divi-
“gion -on Wednesday said the formation

-of the 2nd Negros Island ‘Geographical
Battalion will be a boost to existing gov-
:ernment security forceshere. |
Maj.
‘Gen, Jon
Aying, 3rd
ID chief,
spoke dur-
ing the ac-

‘the territo-
-rial battal-

. tivation:of .

"PUE NATION'E LEAINNG HEW

“ion a’c the Nmoy Aqmno Freedom Park_ :

here.

vated in Negros Occidental.

Headed by Maj. Eugie Vlﬂan the 60[}-
strong 2nd Negros Island Geographical
Battalion will be temporarily based at

Camp Leon Kilat in Tanjay, Negros Ori-
ental, where the 79th Im"antry Battahon'
‘isalsobased.~ - - o

The four “serious enemies” of se- -
curity that Aying highlighfed.were.the...

insurgency threat posed by the Commu-

: nistPartyofthe Phi]ippinesﬂ\Ie_w People’s”

q

" A day earlier, the 1st Negros Isiand' '
Geographical Battalion Was. also actl— _

grotps like the Abu Sayyaf, the prolifera-

“tion of illega! druigs and the vulnerable

targets of these three social problems. .
40t is very glaring that we have al-

. ready been attacked by the Abu Sayyaf
Group in Bohol and it is 2 must that we
must be able {obe resﬂlent or have that_
_capac:ty to insidate us from Mindanao--
‘hased wolent terronsm and extrennsm”

“hesaid. :

Aying Iauded Negros Omental Gov-

-ernor.Roel Degamo for his.consistent.

stand againstall kinds of secunty threats

CENA) e

!
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_ results'as the bandlts are Tow '_ -
“being driven away from their
- ‘traditional hunting grounds...
: “This was revealed bythe .
Armed Forces Public Affairs
Office chief, Col. Edgard Arevalo,
when asked what other factors
_ have,so far, contributed to the -~
* Abu Sayyaf's decline in Basﬂan
7 8ylu, and TawiTawi. -0 Armied Forces Westein™
o Arev 10 c1ted the case of Joznt Mindanao Command data™
: and_TaWI-Taw1, ' . 1nci1r_a1:e that from Janu i
itsengagedin . . uptoMay 17, atotal of 81 Abu

. themilitaryun -
the campaign against the Abu . --:Sayyaf bandits were kzlled
50 syrrendered and 18 were

§ayyaf which are now being "~ .
commandedbybattle-hardez_ae& o captured In addition; military °

commanders—Brig. Gens.” i
Cirilito Sobejanaand Custodio . -
‘Parcon, respectively. - “" | groupls miembers.”

. Both men‘are knownfor .~ ]
v s of surrendered bandits is-

cfompetence and bravery in: thé i
“field: Both are rec1p1ents of i unprecedent ‘as thisis the fzrst

Cthe. country s highest m111tary .
&ecoratxon, the Medal'of Valor, -
which is equivalent to the US '
_Congressional Medal of Honor
and United Kingdom’s Vlctorla
Cross.

IOwing to the ieadershlp
jexhibited by the two men, Abu
Sayyaf bandits in Sulu and Tawi-
Tam are now having a hard

.time operating in their former

“hideouts, as military units in
the areas are always conducting
tracking and pursuit operations
against the lawless elements.

Arevalo said the brilliance of
these officers and the bravery
of their men are backed up by

' --the whoie hearted support of .
the Armed Forces Chief of Staff :
- Gen. Eduardo M. Afio, who *

- ‘has committed all avaﬂable
- -.mzhtary assetsand. resources to

surrender en masse.

. The Armed Forces Public
Affairs Office chief said the
surrendered bandits are also .

~to kidnap new victims and

_ ability to acquire weapons, food
and other supplies.

- of the bandits to plummet making
them prone to surrenders,
Meanwhile, another infantry
battalion has been deployed to
Davao City to secure the locality
from the threat of insurgency.

.

- eliminating the terror group.

o fcrces seized 70 high- and low= " *
i Powered weapons from the’ bandzt‘ o Infantry Battalion arrlved
i T 7in Davao City last week
~ »and its troops are riow
“undergoing acclimatization* -
Cand famﬂzarlzatzon, as wellas’ -

" fime the terrorists have opted to: - - cultural sensitivity training; -

© claiming that their financesare
going low owing to their inability

ransom them, crimping on their

This lack has caused the morale ‘

f.'ﬁand tradm@ns —-—-VAL NCIA

). Gen: Rafael Valenc1a, :

o 'Army 10th Infantry “Agila®s
" - Division ¢ommander, said the
- 16th Infantry Battalion was -

pulled out from Suluto help -+

- the Third Infantry Battalmn in-
Csectiving Davao City. i o

":ﬁ‘ These military units wxlI be

-conswts of around 300te. 500
U officersand enlisted personnel

Valencia said the16th

“We also invited tribal leaders -

“s0 they [newly deployed troops}

can be familiar with their customs

. .and traditions,” he added.

Valencia said there is a need for

" another battalion to secure Davao

City owing to its huge size and
large population,
- Making this more pressing

g thefact that Davao City is

congtantly expanding with new
subdivigions and industrial
plants, which needs more units
for security.

“We nteed to address the
[security] gaps by bringing in an
additional unit,” Valencia said, pot

V)
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; M
- Ammy's. 202nd Brigade, said that the troops, aboard 2
» millitary trick and a'V- 150 armored vehicle, mitially hit
4 iandmme in the boundary of Bara.ngays San Antgmo
£ 'amd San Jose in Luisiana, Gaguna at around 3pm..
.The explosion was foliowed Dby abrief exchange of
_ gunflre between the troops and an NPA' band.:.
_“The troops opened fire and: ‘engaged the: moze or
iess 10:coinmunist terrorists. The machine gun of the
’ armered vehicle inflicted numerotis casualties to
: 'ﬂaemg rebels after a brief f:rei‘lght Burgos said. -
: - Onthe ather ‘hand, BUI‘gOS said that four holdlers'
L a,nd thrae: cmhaas were Wounded.--l- St

; Lhe 1st Specwi Forces Battahon in Sumﬂaﬁ town.”
“Inahelated report Gapt Norman Tagros, cml—’
o d Bri

' on May 13 inBararigay Licoan, _Surmléo --Bukidnon

!
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:..B"th_ps;s‘em‘{- T
" mes of NPA attacks‘

. City; £hie ‘home cify of President (@

Duterte, in the aftermath of series . agaifist f ;

of attacks staged by the communist -
New Pedple’s A kmy (NPA) recently.
©'Maj, Gen. Rafael Valencia -
commander of the Army’s 10th "

Infantey Division (D), said that the

deployment iof the 16th Infantry.
Battalion (IF) in Davao.City was
dimed at ﬁlbmg the secum} gap in _'

_!;he areg.

_ Vaienma Sald that recent ;
atrocities ‘committed by the NPAs

in Davao: Gity. highlighted. the.
~ Valencia saifl.

‘gecrrity gaps that need fo be filled

-up by deploying aidditional froops.::
Prior o the deployment of 16th

IB in, Dav ap City, Valencia said that
only .oné Army battalion — the 8rd

1B,%as operating inthe entire city .~
which Jias the sizé of a province’ .
and is: r—uxpandmg ec,onommally and__.

‘has growing population.

. Aside from the two infantry
baitalions, which ara tasked to
gecure rural areas, the military
also has Task Foree Davao primarily
assigned to address terror threats
in. the city. An Army battalion is
somposed of 400 to 500 soldiers.

|2

threat conting from outside, “from "

10 address the gaps
: ddxi;mna,l anit;” 29 = burning down million

“of facilities and selzmg dazens of

_' : Valenc;a. sald"that a5 oneé of the:
ountry’s key cities; Davao City is:
always targeted by tercorist groups:

“Only last September, the Maute-
“group bombed a night market in

the ceity = Killing 14 pecp}e and:
wounded: "1’0 others, 0
The: clty will &Iways have

terrorist- groups,. so ‘we have Task
Force-Davao:t0 address that

GoTask. ‘rce”Davao :
ovemzed ‘battalion Whnse"

meémbers are h:ghly—tramed m’
_'combating tarrorism, D

“Among’the recent avl:ramtles=
committed by the NPAs in‘Davao
City was the attack, against'a fwo-

box p!ants Gf the Lapanday Foods

Corp.in Barangay Mandug }ast April
i Olﬁl

firearms.

Davao City Mayor Sara Daterte-
Carpio branded the incident as &
terror act and stressed she was
insulted by the NPA move as she
has supported peace negotlatmns
with the cummﬁmsts
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. pines is’ preparmg for the éarl g ;
retirement of ARP Chief of Staff - ing on Afio’ S"possﬂ)le replacement :

;ﬂlduardo Afio néxt month’ before‘ : "_whﬂe ‘the  AFP. prepared for a:
e formally takes over as secre- -“change of command ceremony. - .that all our. semor commanders ern Mmdanao Cotimand, i’mght

ta ' " '
_In?erﬂ(:}i; ii:;; 2§E:ftc?;$2§n§;£ et}llas i ﬂf; ;«\Is;a: WGaesn.giglrlllog who colnﬁd— ‘area’ commanders and major - getthe post, Arevalo said: "Well,
o ocal : onearly re- service' commanders -
e ser are ¢con-. . you asked ‘earli
military said on Thursday. tirement, - specifically by next - tenders’. .'Our senior comman: Zontenders ‘and iﬁ: ::tfn: ff g::

_C_oi.E?gaidArevalo,AFPpub- 3m0nth,"Arevan saxd o _~ders are competent expen—

ST

M
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Col. dgaz*d AIevalo said : ary Académy (PMA) ‘Class
the Board fGenerals will de- 'among the major;

_ ; among the conten
e s"’He__has all thai it ta

“for ’c'he ) oF

" cerned; Arevaio said’ ail thre
_gtar geherals are strong = from
' d s’caff doWn

S
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co manders

mong 1is who
are deserving
to Tead the
military in the
soonest pos-
sible time."

. EDUARDO ANO

I
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By Leila B. éél#vérﬂa
and Nikko Dizon -
@Team;_ Inqmrer o

Chmas mstaﬂatzon of rocket__

"_-sultative-mechanism, according

torpresidential’ spokesperson--f"- _
L Ay that wﬂl be touched on,” he:--’

. - sald.”
pecter.i to tackle sensmve 1ssues, e
between the two couniries, is

- scheduled to be held on Friday.

Days before the meeting, re- -
ports said China had installed -

antlfrogman rocket “Taunche

" defense - systems at Kagitmga

"Reef, also known as Fiery Cross. .
- ‘he'would bring up in the meet-

ing the Philippine -claim in the .
= dlsputed ‘waters, as well as the.
ed . crafting of a code of conduct for -
e the’ South Chma Sea Abeﬂa »
I:ina said.”
.press bneﬁng “when"" asked S
~‘about this development; .

Reef, which is partly claimed by

the thppmes Vietnam, China .

““msutethat willbe opened

fected by the financial windfall

‘that the country would receive -

12

_maker
; -Pl'nlippm 'government hould-
> atdecisive. and firm: e
'sponse n Chmasreported in-
As to Whether the Phlhp».'. ':staﬂatlon of: rocketlaunchers in-
pines’ actions concerning the . g

" South ‘China Sea would be af- -~

two separate situations. =
. President Duterte has said

Kagltmga.n Reef

“ha statement Mu':mnlupa 2

Clty Rep. Ruffy Biazon said that

' anythmg Iess Would be mteruif_: '_

But an adrmmstratmn law—'-'--'
oz Thursday:: sald ithe

reted bythe Chlnese and other :

aimants as. a capxtufanon or
acquiescence.” ‘

“The Phllxppmes should not

let this pass-without a comment

against the instailation of rock--

‘ets. We should 'be immediately
‘calling’ the attention of the Chi-
~nese and do a: d1pfomatlc asser-

tion ‘of ‘our- sovereign ‘tights,”

-said Biazon, senior:vice chair of.
-the-Hose commlttee on de—
fenseand securxty B

‘In a separate statement

©. Magdalo party-list ‘Rep. Gary
. Alejdno -called ‘on the govern-
-mentto filéa dtpiomatlc protest
- against Chma 1f the report is

true. lNQ
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iAgumaido Oh -.Thursday
noon ; after__ a Mamla court.or-

nally..i have achieved. justic
" dotr't know how to thanktho
f people”'w}io continued 'to ‘trus
" me and give: their support 1t

. not easy bemgm Jaﬂ he saui

Department of Justice. (DOJ)
junked the  -drug trafficking
charges against them for msuf—
ficiency of evidence. ...»
The DOJ released a resolu—

tion earlier on Thursday order-

ing the dismissal of the charges

brought against Mareelino and

van after théir arrest in a raid
on an apartment in Sta. Cruz,
Manila, on Jan. 21, 2016. .
Agents. of the Philippine
Drugs Enforcement Agency
(PDEA), where Marcelino once
served as chief of the Special
Enforcement Service, seized

Pago million worth of illegal -
Cno'srelease.

o In w1t£1drawmg the “case.
against Marcelino and Yan, the
" government’s carmpaign agamst

drugs from the apartiment, which

was allegedly used as laboratory

for manufacturing crystal meth,
locally known as “shabu.”
The DOJ applied the princi-

_ Marcehno and his Chinese’ m—_ i
formatt, Yan Yi Shou, after the =

o plans to hit back
M rceimo said he - had

charges agamst his accusers.”

“We still have to consuier

been clouded by his arrest on

drug charges, retires in 2029.
He said he woutid waitfor in-

structions from the AFP leader-

“ship for his next assignment.

DOJ overturns own decision
But the Philippine National
Poiice Drug Enforcement Group

satd it would “exert all legal

remedies to rectify” the DOJ
resolution that led to Marceh—

DOJ overturned its Sept. 15,
2016, decxsmr\ that recom-

DOJ beheved Marcelino $ expl_
nation that Yan was his infor--
‘fant and that they were in the
area to conduct a covert operaé
~ s tionon the. druglaboratory.

. Marceiino, whose successfulf:
career as a ‘PDEA agent made
‘him a legend of sorts among’

TMAS they say, forgweness is
jmore powerful than vengeance .
. and compassion is greate: than
hatred *he added. : :
... Marcelino, whose reputa- o
tion as‘a top drug buster has

ping “th

narcs, vehemently denied - the
allegation that he’ was a mem-
ber of a drug syndxcate

- He ‘presented the certifica-

. tions issued separately by for-
_mer National Bureau of Investi-
_gation Director Virgilio Mendez -,

and Brig. Gen, Ronald Villanue-

"va, the chief of the Intelligence

Service of the Armed Forces of

" the Philippines.

“Both officials spoke htghiy

“of Marcelino’s sxgmﬁcant role’

and - accomplishments ~ in the

itlegal drugs.” INQ

e

5285, 5285

[EESE——— L
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. '-The government'.would need *

'_ﬁan 1mtia1 P5: blillon__to ‘kick-

ed to determine  whéther

':petroleum and other mlnerals';_-_

* a2 last mmute addmon to' the' S
proposed 2018 budgetofthe De-

j-parrmenr of Agnculture W].‘n(:h'
o opment Authority that would - E

tG pro
“richfish

being poache_d by fore1gn f:sh« :

ing vessels:*
Pifio] said the seed money
would be used to establish a re-

-earch and monitoring facility

at the 15-hectare Benham Bank,
the shaliowest portion of the 13-
million-hectare Benham Rise.

‘.. He earlier said the planned
facility would serve as a re-
search - station . and advance
command post that - would

*fo'cat about $35 billion in subsi-

create the Benkarm Rise Devel--.:."; :

_mtegrate studles and pohmes

on Trade 'and ~‘Development
(Unctad) has urged governments -

dies to the fishing industry
worldwide that contribute to the
depletion -of ﬁshery Tesources ¢
and the high prices of fish. :
Unctad legal affairs officer -
David Vivas said subsidies ac-

-counted for one-fifth of the -

$146 billion worth of global ex- .

' ports infish and seafood prod-

ucts: INQ

L
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:-that 149 Abu.Sayyaf Group (ASG).-.

" Imembets Have' beeri neiitalized singe
Ianuaxythasyearfo]iomngﬂle intensi -
fied operations IaunchedbyﬂleArmed

Forces of the Philippines (AFP). -

Col. idgard Arevalo, chief of T.he:.__'-

AFP public affairs office, 81 bandits

were killed; 50 surren_der_ed and 18-
apprehended by government :Ioops ;3':'

_'foms on combat operatic
is our, mam asset in the Ai"P mdud

“terfor gxoup

special massive’ operath

_ decreased their chances aﬂadnappmg W
3 C[Vl]lai’!s “Avevalo told Ieporters 5
~He attnbuted thesuccess of their’

= '30perat1ons to'the asszs‘{ance gmanﬁ 5 _
'tahon 1inder Joint Task Force Sulu -

engiged 15 Abu Sayyaf membersin .

by Jocal residents. - S
. Arevalo said the rmhtary w11] :
continue pursumgmembers of the .

 “There is one battaho

4 five-rimute gun batfle in P&tlkul
- _:Sulu, Eﬂlimg two of the bandits.
i , eployed e
h ':m Western Mmdanao parttculariy o
in Sulu We feei hke we have sufﬁ

the'govemment fofces and the
bandits occurred on Weénesda'y

“ 1t Genl. ‘Carlito Galvez Jr; Com-
__mander of the Western Mmdarmo
‘Command; sald that the joint task
foree based in'Sulu ditpsto flusl out.
- the ASG bandlts from their comf oLt
"'._._zones and bring them to plac es

here they are sulnerable.” :
. DEMPSEY REYI.S

il keep an commg here, we wi
stﬂi be proactive,” Arevalo added.
* Members of the 10th’ Trifanitry Bat-

“Brig::Gen. Cirilito. Sobejana, -
Commander of the foint Task Porce
Sulu, sald m 3 statement ‘fhaﬁhey re
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AT LEAST 149 mombers of
the Abu Sayyaf Group have
' been killed, captured and sur-
_rendered - since. January. this
year, - including. two - ‘more
/ ére  slain . Wednesday
ncounter with govern-
' Patikul; Stly,
Jo-Ann _Pefingley,
rson of the Western

arotnd Tiam. at the S0~ :
Patikul ‘hill in Berangay San-
dah, “Our froops from the 10th
[nfantry Battalion - also -seized

three. M6 . 1iflés,” Petinglay

Csaide oo
"1t added ‘that the military

killed 81 Abu. Sayyaf men, 50

‘have surrendered, and 18 were.
arrested.  The encounters also-

- yielded 70 high-powered ‘and
Tow-powered firearms,. .

- Petinglay said the Patikul
hill encounter yielded two bod-
ies “who are still yet to be iden-
tified.”

Joint Sulu Task Force com-
mander  Brigadier General
Cirilito Sobejana said no one
from the operating troops was
hurt or killed.

Before the encountet,
Sobejana said Abu Sayyaf
members Musa Jamil Alsid,
19, and Mohammad Wad-
dang Udding, 20, surrendered
Tuesday to the 2nd Special
Torces Battalion, The two
were residents of Barangay

Pitogo, Caluang, Suhw
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BAGUIO CITY — A statement from a -
‘top official in‘the Cordillera Administrative -
‘Region (CAR) urged the Néw Peopie’s Army

(NPA) to stop its hostile actions which have

‘not only impeded the road to peace, but also
stunted economic development and-the de-.
Tivery of public services in localities, .=~ -

- :Baguio City -Mayor -Mauricio Domo-
gan, who chairs both the Regional Devel-"
‘opmeént Council (RDC) and the Regional
Peace and Order Council (RPOC) for the -
“six provinees that constifute the‘Cordilléra -
‘Administrative Region (CAR); sighed last™

Tuesday a statement of commitmentto the

-call to-end violence and for the atfainment -
‘of a permanent ceasefire between the gov- .
‘ernment and the eommunist rebels.

In the statement signed by Domogér'z“
it is stated thatthe joint RDC, RPOC of the

-regiotraffirms that one of the foundations”
{.for the mciuswe gmwth and sustalnable-';_-

and lasting peace, realized through peace-

ful means of negotiations; sustainable eco-

nomic reforms; and recognizing the peo-
ple’s rights to self-determination through
an autonomous regional government.”
The signing of the statement happened
at the end of the two-day consultative
workshop on the agenda of the peace faiks
between the government and communist
party peace panels at Athergo Hotel, here.
“Peace .could be attained, however, |

am algo asking from the NPA to stop its

hostilities in the rural areas and even here,
no more burning of private properties
owned by investors, please stop reeruit-
ing new insurgents in the country sides,
and cease asking revolutionary taxes from
private companies and individuais,” Do-
mogan said, pertaining to recent inecidents
reported in the region.

T
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- who was accused of: connwmg S Clarin town ;
With the Abu’ Sayyaf bandits - "She. was w1th a terronst
- “who had: sought 1o estabhsh a: and was canymg a gam Wlth~
- base inBohal. i romm.

§ s "WE wﬂl resolve it by May
3. We will ‘start writing our -
. .resolution ‘and recommenda- :
tion 1o the “PNP Chlef " Tn- 1996 and Was_ assxgned to the
"ambulntoidreporters " PNP’ "'cnme -laboratory' untﬂ

obleza, Davao PNP crlme--:. 2004 iN

A5
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www.dwdd.com.ph
MOU | PH Navy, Republic of Singapore Navy Signs White Shipping
Agreement

Abvin Santiags

Vice Adm. Ronaid Joseph S. Mercado (left), the Flag Officer In Command, Phitippine Navy (FOIC, PN) and
Rear Adm. Lai Chung Han, Chief of Navy, Republic of Singapore Navy (CNV, RSN} signed the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU} on the Exchange of Information relating to White Shipping iast May 14. Philippine

Navy via Facebook
NAVAL STATION JOSE ANDRADA, Roxas Boulevard, Manita (DWDD) - The Phifippine Navy and the

Republic of Singapore Navy signed over the weekend a Memorandum of Understanding {MOU) Concerning
the Exchange of Informaticn relating to White Shipping.

Vice Admiral Ronaid Joseph $. Mercado, the Flag Officer In Command, Phitippine Navy and Rear Admiral Lai
Chung Han, Chief of Navy, Republic of Singapore Navy (CNV, RSN) signed the Memerandum of ]
Understanding (MOU) at Pan Pacific Singapore Hotel, Singapore on Sunday.

The MOU signing manifests the strong desire of both navies to further strengthen existing bilateral relations in
order to enhance cooperation beneficial to the defense and security of both countries.

Core of this understanding emphasizes the need to enhance information sharing relating to White Shipping
which generally covers general commercial ships, passenger liners, pleasure craft and fishing boats, which are

non-military and non-government in nature,

“rhis MOU underscores the establishment of poficies and procedures for the conduct of information sharing
and reciprocal protection of information relating to White Shipping between the two nations in order to enhance
maritime awarsness in their respective areas,” the Philippine Navy said in a statement.

The MOU signing, at the same tirme. highlights the PN’s strong commitment and desire to enhance its maritime
awareness through partnership and cooperation with the end in view of strengthening its security and

srotecting common maritime interesis.

The MOU is part of the Philippine Navy's participation 1o the Republic of Singapore Navy's 50th Anniversary
themed as "RSN50: Maritime Nation, Maritime Force™ from May 11-16, 2017. NPAD | MCAG
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www.dwdd.com.ph
NOBLE PROFESSION | 96 Candidate Soldier Aspirants Took their Oath at
4iD

Aoviy Sendape

e, SRRV . = = AMP EVANGELISTA, Cagayan de Oro City (DWDD) - 96
individuals will be joining the noble profession of arms as they take their oath as the AFP’s promising peace
advocates. The activity was conducted in Headguarters 4" Infantry Division, Patag Cagayan de Oro City at

4:00pm today.

These 96 candidate soldiers are composed of 87 males and 8 females whom had underwent series of stages
of the selection process such as qualifying examinations that tested their mental and physical ability to prove

thair worth as finest from the poll of aspirants to join the Army. After taking their oath, they will be undergoing

the rigors of Basic Military Training to help them transform from their carefree civilian life to fine grown military
men and women. Their training will be conducted in a six-month duration covering skills and knowledge not

only in combat fighting but also in life-saving imperatives, disaster response operation, peacekeeping
initiatives, Human Rights, Ruie of Law, and Ruie of Engagement.

In addition, these new breed of peace advocaies will fill up the needed number of personnel due to atirition
such as optional and compulsory retirement. and other causes. They will also continue the efforts of their

predecessor in devoting their lives in the pursuit for peace.

MGen Benjamin R Madrigal Jr, Commander 41D, said "Today is your oath-taking and we presume that each
and every one of you came here in your own will and is ready 1o be of service to the country”™

you. The 4" infantry (Diamond) Division will support you in your future
our mission to win the Peace in this side of the country and to fulfil
Gen Madrigal

“i have great faith in sach one of

undertakings, as you also help accomplish
our vision that by 2028, we will be & world-class army that is & source of national pride.”, M

added. 4DPAO / MCAG
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5ID-PA accomplishments cited during 36th anniversary
From the Philippine News Agency {(May 18). 51D-PA accomplishments cited during 36th anniversary

Camp-Melchor Dela Cruz, Gamu, leabela - The 5th infantry Division of the Philippine Army (51D- PA)

commander here on Thursday cited the accomphshments of the army division last vear during the 36th
founding anniversary culminating activity held inside the Camp here.

Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana was guest of honor during the
founding anniversary held at the camp's grandstand.

MiGen, Paul Atal, commanding general of the 5ID-PA, said the army division had done a lot to protect the

siate and the people it serve.

The 5ID-PA area of operations include the whole Cagavan Valley region. the Cordillera Administrative

Region and some areas of llocos Region.

Atal said the army division had conducted anti-insurgency operations; disaster preparedness; search and
rescue operations; humanitarian, medical and dental missions; and supporied the government’s anti-illegal

drug and anti-illegal logging operations of law enforcers.

He said there were a total of 38 New People's Army rebels neutralized and 85 various guns and rifles
confiscated during their operations. The army divisien commander emphasized the capture of & "high
value target”. a CPP/NPA/NDF leader.

“nside from the anti-insurgency operations, the soldiers of the division also help in enforcing forestry laws that
resulted to the apprehensiora of 33,000 board feet of forest products and supported the police in va rious anti-

drug operations in its area of operations,” Atal said.

Atal lauded the officers and men of the army division for obeying orders from the higher headquarters which
resulted to a peaceful Cagayan Valley, Cordillera and llocos regions.
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Army efforts end 15-year-old Moro clan wars
From the Philippine News Agency (May 18): Army efforts end 15-year~old Moro clan wars

CAMP SIONGTO, Maguindanas — Three warring More-clans in. Maguindanao “smoke-the-pipe-of peace”
Thursday in an Army-led reconciliation effort, ending 15 years of bloody skirmishes.

Maijor General Arnel dela Vega, commander of the 6th Infantry Division, gathered the warring families
during lunchtime where they signed a peace deal not to use violence against each other. :

Capt. John Arvin Encinas, 8th 1D spokesperson, said the warring families signed the peace deal and
vowed before the Holy Qu’ran never to use force again.

The settlement of “rido” (family feud) between the Abo and Mamalakat families, Taaral and Mamaco
families. and Pacasma and Wadia families came after Buldon town Mayor Abolais Manalac and Coloneal
Jesus Sarsagat successfully convinced the protagonists to “bury the hatchet for the sake of their

children.”

It took at jeast three months for the Army talking separately to all protagonists one at a time.

1t was the first time in the past 15 years that the six Morc families came to see eye-to-eye, exchanged
handshakes and hugs after swearing before the Holy Quran.

Encinas said the conflict between the Abo and Mamalakat and Taaral and Mamaco families stemmed
from ownership of a vast track of land in Buidon while the Pacasma and Wadia clans’ rivalry was

triagaered by personal issues,

The effort to end the dispute that claimed an undetermined number of lives from both sides was also initiated
by Maguindanao Gov. Esmael "Toto" Mangudadati.

“Do not bring back your past animosities to prevent the conflict to escalate,” Dela Vega toid Muslims leaders,

mostly from the franun tribe,

“The future generations of the warring clans will be more affected if the conflict will remain unresoived.” he
added.

Manaudadaiu also lauded the efforts of the iocai government of Buldon andg the milhary officials 1o bring the
¥ g

three warring famities to settlement.

To show their sincerity. the "reunited” families, who are related by affinity, surrendered assorted firearms that
included M-15, M-16 and M1 Garand rifles with ammunition. -

Mangudadatu said in exchange for the surrendered firearms. the families will receive livelihood assistance from

the Maguindanao agriculture office.
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Army condemns rebel's recruitment of minors in Northern Samar

From the Philipping News Agency (May 18). Army condemns rebel’s recruitment of minors in Northern Samar

The Philippine Army on Thursday condemned communist rebels for recruiting minors, following the
apprehension of a 12-vear-old bov carrying ammunitions and cartridge aliegedly for use of rebel

fighters in Northern Samar.

Maj. Gen. Raul M. Farnacio. commander of the Army’s 8th Infantry Division hased in Cathalogan City,
Samar said the involvement of minors in communist rebellion is a clear violation of the Comprehensive

Agreement on Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law.

“Children ages 18 below are prohibited fo participate in any hostilities and carrying supplies that could
merely put thelrilives in danger,” Farnacio said.

The official made the statement after government troops apprehended a bov carrying half sack of rice
that concealed 20 rounds of 5.56 mm ammunitions. three cartridges 7.62 mm finked for M60

machinegun and two cartridges 5.56 mm linked for K3 machine gun.

Soldiers of the 803rd Infantry Brigade noticed the suspicicus content of sacks while conducting
security patrol on May 13 in De Tubangy village. Silving Lobos, Northern Samar,

After an interview, the boy was turned-over to the Provincial Social Welfare Development for proper custody
Provinciz! Hosnital for medical check up, the army said in & statement.

-

and was brought to Catarman

“et us give our children the chance to grow up while peacefully learning from their youthful experiences and
coniributing in their own unique ways. NPA shouid stop recruiting and using minors for their itlegal activities "

Farnacio added.

The military beitieves that the New People’'s Army has been recruiting minors in areas with poor road

access and high illiteracy rate, capitalizing on their innocence,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

24




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www retiredanalysiblogspot.com

‘Communist terrorists' being tracked down in Guihulngan, Negros Oriental
Erom the Philippine News Agency (May 18): 'Communist terrorists’ being tracked down in Guihuingan, Negros Criental

Army troops of the 79th Infantry Battalion are tracking down the whereabouts of 20 armed men,
including a woman, reported to have arrived in Guihulngan City in northern Negrosg Oriental on

Wednesday afternoon.

The arrival of the unidentified armed group in Guihulngan City came on the same day that the 3rd
infantry Division of the Philippine Army, headed by Maj. Gen. Jon Aving, had activated the 600-strong
2nd Negros Island Geographical Battalion in Negros Oriental at ceremonies in Dumaguete City.

%gc‘ Col. Roderick Garcia, 79th |B commander, in an interview Thursday disclosed that a civilian first
Feported the sighting of the said armed group, believed to be "Communist terrorists”, fo the police in

Guihulngan City.

Garcia said he deployed his troops immediately after receiving the information to validate the report and now
éprzducting operations in the hinterlands of Guihuingan.

However, due to the travel time and distance from their point of origin, his troops no longer caught up with the

armed group in the lowlands.

A police report on Thursday also corroborated the Army report that around 3:10 p.m. Wednesday. a
aroup of more or less 20 armed men. including a woman, was sighted by concerned citizens at Sitio

Matu-og, Barangay Basak in Guihuingan City.

The armed groun. wearing camouflage fatigue were on board two pumpboats that docked at the
shoreline of Matu-og, said the police report from the Negros Oriental Philippine Nafional Police
Provincial Office (NORPPQ),

The report further said the unidentified armed individuals walked across the national highway going to the
hinterlands of Barangay Binobohan and Barangay Mani-ak of Guihulngan, & city about 116.3 kilomelers north

of this capital.
They were seen carrying assorted high-powered firearms to include Carbine and M16 rifles and a machineg
gun.

The police report further said the armed group was believed to carry out tactical offensives against
government troops. vita! instaliations and to disrupt the upcaming fiesta celebration of Guihulngan
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City on May 25 as well as the tentatively scheduled Federalism Summit there.

rists, referring to the New People's

Lt Col. Garcia said he strongly suspect that it was the Communist terro
ransom group, Abu Sayyaf.

Army (NPA), had arrived in Guihuingan and not the extremist kidnap-for-

Saveid 85 the lone female in the group was speaking the Visayan dialect.

Garcia further said these armed individuals could be remnants of the NPA’s South Eastern Front (SEF)
in southern Negros Oriental, specifically in Sta. Catalina town.

opearating

Supt, Henry Bifias said the it would appear that the armed group
rv operations in Sta. Catalina which drove them instead to

Actina nrovincial police director Sr.
was pressured by the ongoing milita

Guihulngarn.
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MMDA named as National Army Reserve Engineering Brigade
From the Philippine News Agency (May 18): MMDA named as National Army Reserve Engineering Brigade

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has enlisted the Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority (MMDA] as the country’s first Natiorial Army Reserve Engineering Brigade which can be
mobilized to construct vital infrastructures such as roads and bridges during times of emergencies like

disasters or in the event of war as an Engineering Combat Support Unit.

The Philippine Army, with the approval of the MMDA, aranted the title to the MMDA after a thorough

evaluation of its documents and gualifications.

The agency expressed intent to become an affiliated reserve unit after presenting its charter and the
qualification of the agency's personnel to the office of the Army's Reserve and Veterans Affairs which

recommended to approve MMDA's bid.

MDA Officer in Charge Thomas Orbos said the designation would enable the agency to maximize its
resources and personnel to assist in times of disaster and calamities.

“it is an honor to be named and getl this title. We owe it to the public that we serve to get immediate response

especially in éfergency cases,” Orbos said m a statement.

The MMDA has selected personnel willing to serve and qualify to perform the functions of the Army Reserve
Engineering Brigade.

Those recam;—i"'a’ended to compose the Brigade will undergo the Military Orientation Training inclusive of

field exercises.

Those who complete the required training will either be commissioned as officers or enlisted as non-

commissioned members of the Army Reserve.
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