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Reugh cutline of legally binding code of conduct in the South Ching Sea
drafted, to be presented to foreign ministers for consideration in August

BEIJING-~China and the 10 coun-
tries that make up the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations {Asean)

have agreed on the rough outline of
a legally binding code of conduct de-
signed tec prevent clashes in the
strategic South China Sea, officials
said on Friday.

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister
Liu Zhenmin was quoted in state

media as saying the agreement laida

“solid foundation” for further nego-
tiations.

“All parties have vowed to con-
tinue to constructively advance the
negotiations” toward the early con-
clusion of the code of conduct, Liu
was quoted as telling Xinhua News
Agency, following Thursday's meet-
ing in the southern Chinese city of
Guiyvang. : :

The Philippines welcomed the fi-

nalization of the draft of the frame-
work. It contains elements that the
parties agreed upon and-will be pre-
sented to Chinese and Asean foreign
ministers in August for considera-
tion, the statement from the Philip-
pine Department of Foreign Affairs
said.

No details were given and Liu
said the text of the framework
agreement would remain secret for

now. No date was given for the
adoption of a full code of conduct,
Also on Friday, China and Asean
member the Philippines were to
meet separately to discussan agen-

_da for future talks on their dispute

over islands and waters in the east-
ern portion of the South China Sea.
China was enraged hy a
ruling last year from a Hague =2
tribunal invalidating most of Az
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Sea that overlap .with those of

' Chinaand Taiwan.

yrral’ resources

China's " ‘foreigni mmastry"”

said the framework had been

arrnad rtman kot rara nn dal

ring”ways for
t and confidence -
‘of equahty and
““text, we wouldnotbe ina pos1— T
‘tion “to’ comment - o’ it,”
'spokesperson
Allen; said.

h 'the Phiilppmes,-.
_ Malaysia,
Vietham and Brunei also main-
tain claims in the South China - -
had been calling for “ant effec-
tive and meaningful”’ code: of
tonduct compatible, w1th inter-: 16
: c “national law, in; pamcular the .;pines,
- rAn estimated $5 tnlhon_ no :
: global_ rade; annually passes. .
: outh:China Sea,:
- which is also home to Tich fish-
ing grounds and a potential :
wealth of oil, gas and other nat-+

It said the alks had been

5285, 5295

FAS we have not seen ‘that

Anna R1chey~

She said the Umted St:ates

L.aw of the Sea Convention. -
Some - Asean - dqﬂemats
have expressed. concem about

leverage to get China to com- "
mitto a set of rules. RS
“~-While the details of the text

were not disclosed, experts
cair that it wac a deafinite <ion

itial - framework describmg' s
“how'such a document mlght be ‘an
structired.” : -

~The, dispute has caused'

- deep divisions: within Asean,
‘which. rmrmally seeks:to oper-. -

‘até pnaconsensus basis:

Undprifcxrmer Premdent Be- -

whether Chinais being sincere,
or whether Asean hag eridugh

‘naon temtor_lal issues in hopes
of being rewarded with invest-
ment and atd. ~rePORTS FROM AP,

j, 5295 |
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; @__1___1n'.B:e_i'j:1_r_1g st week,
-the West Philippine Sea i 5
intend fo drill oil: there.” -

ours,” the

* Cerntter it SM Lanang Premier.. "
' Hesaid the Chinese officials were quick
to point out that they also considered the
. West Philippine Sea as thewr territory:
o “THefr answer to me was, "We are

- #iiends arid ‘we do not want to quarrel -

with you and we 'want to. maintain the
present warm relationship we have,” ”
Duterte 3aid, adding that Xi told him,
“But if you force the issue, we go'to war.”
 “What else cani I say? Yon ang pinag-
aawayan nato (That's what we're quarrel-

ing over),” Duterte said. AR
"] said it is ours and [ will drill the oil.

33rd national convention of the Philippthe
Coast Guard here at the SMX Convention- . -

Turnto Page12 . .

And 1 tell them do not do it
because it is ours, that | have
the arbitral ruling. But they

" said that if you force the issue,

we will go to war,” he added.
He said he could not af-
ford going to war with China

- “hecause it would result in a

magsacre.”
Duterte also chided former

* foreign affairs chiei Albert del

Rosario for not calling for help

" from the United States and the

Association of Southeast Asian
nations to stop China from
building artificial islands in the
South China Sea.

He said this would have been
better than filing a case before
the UN-backed Permanent

"Court of Arbitration in The

Hague, which Del Rosario had
initiated as foreign affairs chief.

“The Philippines should
have called America and other
ASEAN countries to nip it in
the bud. And even without the
arbitral ruling on the law of
the sea, you cannot build any
structure. Bakit lundi nile ginawa
noon {Why didn’t theyv do that
then)?” he added.

Duterte larnented cbserva-
tions by Del Rosario and Su-
preme Court Associate Justice
Antonio Carpio that he has
not pushed China to comply
with the arbitral ruling, which
ihvalidated Betjing's entire nine-
dash-line claim over neariy all of
the South China Sea.

5.9555 Local: 5285, 5285
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Monitoring
continues

Meanwhile, a US military of-
ficial said they are closely moni-
toring China’s military buildup
in the West Philippine Sea and
South China Sea.

Brig. Gen. Brian Cavanauch,
US Assistant Balikatan exercise
assistan! director and deputy
commander of the US Marines
Corps Forces-Pacific, said that
monitoring the Chinese ac-
tivities in the South China Sea
is part of their military training
to ensure readiness.

“We keep on training and
we are monitoring them,” Ca-
vanauch said, in response to
questions on whether the US
military knows about China's
activities in the region.

He added the US would
make sure freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight within the
Indo-Pacific region continue.

in a published report, China
has admitted installing rocket
launchers at Kagitingar: (Fiery
Cross) Reef, one of three major
artificial islands that Beijing has
fortified. =

Philippine Coast Guard Rear
Admiral Luis Tuason, mean-
while, revealed a plane calrying
transport and local officials flew
over Pag-asa Istand on Tuesday
to inspect the possible site of a
new lighthouse. He assured the
Chinese there was nothing to

—
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“The lighthouse is for safety.
This would not only be benefi-
cial to the Filipino fishermen but
for all types of vessels transiting
the area,” said Tuason,

Draft framework
ready

Atthe Department of Foreign
Affairs, meanwhile, spokesman
Robespierre Bolivar revealed
that the ASEAN finalized Thurs-
day the draft framework for the
Code of Conduct (COC) in the
South China Sea.

The DFA said the draft is
important even if it is not yet
legally binding.

“The Philippines welcomes
the finalization by ASEAN and
hina senior officials of the draft
of the framework of the Code of
Tonduct,” Bolivar said.

The draft faméwork for the
20C, for managing the region
and in regulating the future be-
avior of the parties concerned in
he South China Sea, will be pre-
sented to the foreign ministers of
ASEAN and China at their post-
niristerial conference in Manila
n August for their consideration.

“The Philippines reaffirms
ts commitment to working

owards an effective Code of
“onduct for the South China
ea,” he added.

Bolivar said the final draft of
he framework was agreed upon
sut “the issue of the nature of
he COC will be discussed when
segotiations on the actual COC
segin, which is after the frame-

~work-is-approved by-leaders-al-

the November Summit in the
Philippines.”

Foreign Affairs Secretary
Alan Peter Cayetano said that
while many countries would
want the draft framework to
specify that the COC should
be legaily binding, it wouid

.suffice at the beginning that

it would have the power of a
“gentlemen’s agreement.”

He explained that legally
binding means there is a court
or tribunal parties can run to
if another party reneges on the
agreement.

“So, let me say this: definitely,
it should be binding. Now, the
question, if it's legally binding,
which cotirt can the parties goto?
And the countries that den’tcom-
ply, will they respect that court?
We're all trying to avoid not only
way, but instability,” Cayetano
told reporters during a visitat the
DFA Office of Congular Affairs on
Macapagal Avenue when asked
about the Philippine position and
whether Manila would assert a
legally binding COC.

Regional members have
called for a legally binding
code and ASEAN has been
urged to make the South China
Sea ruling an “integral” part of
the Code of Conduct frame-
work and the eventual COC.

“Many countries want it to
be legally binding. But what
Pm saying, let's start with it
being binding, gentlemen’s
agreement. We have a com-
munity of nations that signed

ity Cayetane said.

He stressed that amechanism
should be putin place to resolve
issues if some parties are not
complying with the code.

“T'm telling you the practi-
cal reality of negotiations n
international agreement. So,
do most or all of the countries
want it to be legally binding?
Yes, But will the language
include that? We don’t know,
Because if one or two do not
approve of that, they don't
believe that there can be an
independent courl, will we go
for nothing, ne Code of Con-
duct?” Cayetano said.

“Or will we agree to a code
of conduct that will be enforced
only by the commumity of na-
tons wha signed it?” he said.

The Philippines has also
been urged te prevent China
from using the framework for
a Code of Conduct to preserve
its unlawful expansion in the
South China Sea.

in 2002, ASFAN and China
committed to a non-binding
Declaration of Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea
(DOC), specifically on how
clatmants should behave in the
South China Sea.

Exploration

Meanwhile, Energy Sec-
retary Alfonso Cusi said the
Philippines is strategizing how
to go about the joint oil and gas
exploration in disputed seas.

“We are being pragmatic
about 15,7 the energy chief said

_when asked about the possipil-

ity of a joint exploration in the
West Philippine Sea.

“The same way, on the ex-
ploration, we are looking for a
strategic solution that would
be beneficial to Filipinos,” Cusi
said, referring to the approach
taken by Duterte to make the
Chineselagree to the Filipino
fishermén’s return to Panatag
Shoal.

Chief:presidential legal
counsel Saivador Panelo has
said the Constitution allows
the President to enter into
agreements with foreign firms
mvelved in exploration of min-
eral rebources.

And conducting joint ex-
ploration does not necessarily
mean conceding sovereignty
over disputed waters, he said.

During the BusinessWorld
Economic Forum yesterday,
businessman Manuel V. Pang-
ilinan stressed the need forthe
country to look for an alterna-
tive te the Malampaya gas
project; which is expected tc run
out by 2024.

Pangilinan is chaizrman of
PXP Energy Corp., which holds
a 70 percent operating interestin
Service Contract (5C) 72 or the
contract to explore Recto Bark in
the West Philippine Sea through
Forum Energy pic.

The company alsc has a direct
operating interest of 50 percentin
SC 75 in northwest Palawan. —
With Evelyn Macairan, Christina
Mendez, Danessa Rivera, Jaime
Laude
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a search ‘warrant: when injured: But: was c}eciared’-'
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were iaunched after resi--
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cubtmaneuver- tbe ‘ganmen.

an town, earlier filed a'res- .
olution requesting law en-
forcement operation against
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~the lawless. elements:yer-
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: '-_Army 5 3:3"i Infantry Bat— ba’ndidbng'g’rupo s'a E_ugary._'.: *"Nasugatan naman si-Sgt. -

' ' =T David Desidario ng Bivic
sion: Reconnaissance Com-
pany sa.gagupaan subaht
idineklarang nasa ligtas nang
katagayan:Ang bandidong si
Abdul Magid Logioman alyas
Black Muoro; 41,.ay nasakote
rin.at. nakumpiskah_an'.ng.
isang M653. rifte. Joy i
tos/Rhoderick Benez .
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& member was reported in
T 'ndag City, Surigao del Sur.

. Authoritiés. said Jeremias E Es—
trada, amember of the Civilian Armed
Forces' Geographical Unit (Cafguw)

Barangay Matho, Cor—
“tag Surigao del Sur was il
forcibly taken by heavily

rarmied men belleved t0=' 3

Eral

from his residerce in
Purok L:ansones, Ba-

rangay San Agustin-in:-
Tandag City at 7 &

v

‘A 'ord;ng toLt. ColL
RandoiphPRn;ab com- -
manding officer of 36th
Infantry Battalion-of -
the Philippine Army,
the vietim was off-duty
and-was spending time
with his family when
four armed men with
AKX 47 barged info his
house, tied him up, and
abducted him.

Rojas said the vie-
fim’s wife Berlinda
Pael Estrada said she
saw more than 20 heav-
ily armed men encircle
their residence as she
plead with them not to
hurt her husband.

ra; spoke’s{ier'sb of the

my operatmg in Tandag and neigh-

- boring towns told alocal radio station;
1 yesterday. afternoon, that they were
behind: the abductwn of the CAFGU
: . _member '

' _1hppmes (NDFP) only & week .
___other abductmn of & govern-

‘But aII xs not iost as far as the

‘peace talks are concerned after the
““NDFP showed interest in releasing
-+ Army Technical Sergeant Joseph

Paredes, who was abducted in Bukid-

nen, in time for the start of the fifth .
- round of talks that will be held May 27 *

asszgmed atithe Matho Pat o 'Base 111 h _to_::-:'I une 1 in Noordwijk ann«S‘ee;____’i‘-%_lQ}.ﬂ._-_;-' ‘

: Netherlands :

ilia Frodt 20 of New People’s
: pealed to-church leaders, who are

‘The NDFP has reportedly ap=-

acting. as third. party. fa_cﬂrtaters to

" intervene in worlung for-the freedom’.
“of Paredes. - " ;

But the NewPeople Army (NPA) '

armed wing of the Commumst Party -

-manders stop tactical operations in

Bukxdnon before they can release
Paredes ; e

' _Peace Platform oneof the third party

. :'..::Eath Infantry Batt
“upon by a febel'manned checkpomt

facilitators; said they will coordinate
with Bukidnon Governor Jose Maria
Zubiri Jr. and members of the provin-

.cial crisis management committee for
the release of Paredes. :

Paredes :& member of the Army 5
-Battalion was chanced-

near Juanilla: Subdivision in Malay-
balay City, Bukidnon province, where
the rebels conducted a raid at an
office of a security agency there on
May 5, 2017.
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By JAIME LAUDE

quest to extend the service of Gen.
Eduardo Afc as Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) chief.

“Twas trying Lo persuade the President
to extend his service with the AFE the
last time was last night (Thursday) when
[ said ‘Mr. President, can we extend the
stav of General Afio with the AFP?" but
the President said ‘o, no, no,”” Lorenzana
said.

Lorenzana confirmed the President
wanted Afio to immediately join the Cabi-
net as secretary of the Department of the
interior and Local Government (DILG).

Afo will be bowing out next month
ahead of his mandatory retirement on
Ot 26, .

Duterte wanted Ao to assume the
DILG post on June 2.

Lorenzana said the President also
tasked him to have the turnover of com-
mand in the AFP by June, Afio’s replace-
ment as AFP chief, however, has yet o
be named.

Lorenzana congratu!ated the AWP
leadership under Afo and the American
troops at the closing ceremonies of this
year's joint Balikatan exercises at Camp
Aguinaldo. :

US Ambassador Sung Kim also con-
gratulated Afic on his appointment as

Respectiully denied.
Defense Secretary Delfin

Lorenzana vesterday said Presi-
dent Duterte had denied his re-

DILG secretary.

“Iet me take this opporturity to give
pur warm congratulations to General
Afo on his recent nomination to head the
DILG, a critically important Cabinet post.
We will of course miss this tremendous
leadership of the AFP but T think it speaks
volumes that President Puterte has numi-
nated someone of his caliber to head this
very important department,” Kim said.

Kim said the US embassy is looking
forward to the assumption of Afio as DILG
secrelary.

During the closing ceremonies, Ao
spoke about the military’s success against
the Abu Sayval extremists.

Afo mentioned the timeline given to
him by the President lo wipe out the Abu
Savyatf,

“The timeline given to me does not
mean that there will be no more Abu
Sayval left, but to attain strategic victory.
Whatever they will do nove, we have al-
ready defeated them,” he said.

Afio declared the military has broken
the Abu Sayvaf's will to fight, citing the
mass surrender of the bandits i Basilan
and Sulu,

Afio said that once he assumes as DILG
chief, it would be easy for his successor to
finish off the bandit group.
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~Forces - of the.
: (':hief : n’f .'sir;aff

retirement ne‘{i month ' He i

supposed’ to cali zt, qwts h}, Qcimber '

this year. :

Guerrers is currently che chmf
of the Bastern Mindahas Command
{Bastmincorm) based in. I)uterte 8
hemetown, Davao City. -

Like Aflo, the mcnmmg AE*’P
chief is uged to baitling communist
New People’s Army (NPA) rebels.

Guerrero wil be the thizd AFP
chisf under the “Diuterte
administration, suceeeding Afio and

¥ RI_Cd.I‘dG V:a. a“

1984,

focusinig o fighting drag syndicates
instead of lowly drug personalities
when he assumes as secretary of
the DILG. . '

Just tike the ingurgency problem,
Afio said that addressing the iilegal
drug mengce should start in solving
its roof causes < which is cutting
out the supply.

7gWhat we will do is really focus
on the drug syndicates that supply

Guerrero i8 set to rstxre*-";"’ addresy ‘the. roof canges;” Ano said.

-Deceriber this year.
Meanwhile; Afio ba.ld }19 WJ}I be-
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. At the same time, Afto said that

“he will be alighthg the programs of
- local governments with-Puterte’s
-campalgn against iflegal drugs and

terrorism, L
He said he would also promote

good igovernancs ‘and faster

delivery of government services to

‘the logal level.

Aeiozdmg to Afio, heis siill
awaiting orders from the President
when he will officially agsume as
DILG ¢hief. He said June would be

agencies Jike the-Philippine Na,tzonai:

- Police: (PNP): and the Joeal -
- gnvaxnmp_nt
“as a militdry. offiver -

you have 1o _makp _ _
~were trame for.that and Lamready -
~for those’ ad.;ustments} e added.

_' prepare. the (Jarhpst ia the month

of June,” Ant) \aid

it iurmg his stmt'

gl believe 1. ha;u’e e‘nough

: -'knowlgdg_e__ and information how to
~ run the tean in the DILG,” Afio said,

. 7gWhenever ther e.chi

- Duterte last week anncunced
that Afio will be his next DILG chief
- citing the problem orriflegal drugs
and terrorism. He, however, did not
say when would Afio assume the
post.

The DILG top pns,t was vacated
in March after Duterte sacked
Ismael Sueno following reports of
irreguiarify in the procurement of
firetrucks and other issues raised
against Sueno by his three
undersecretaries.
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By FRANCIS T, WAKEFIELD

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said
yesterday that Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) Chief of Staff Bduarde Ao
will retire on June 2. or almost five months
before his scheduled retirement on October
26 of this year.

Lorenzana made the revelation as he
spoke at the closing ceremony of “Balika-
tan 2017 held at the Tejeros Hall in Camp
Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

He revealed that he had {ried to per-
suade President Duterte to extend AB0’s
service with the AFP before eventuaily
giving him the post as Department of the
Interior and Local Government (DILG)

secretary.
<] was trying to persuade the President

o to retire 5 mi
ahead to take over D

to extend his (AR0’s) service with AFF the
last time was last night when I said: ‘Mr.
President can we extend the stay of Gen.
Ano with the AFP? He said: ‘No, no. no, ne’,”
Lorenzana said.

“Iet’s have the turn-over by June 2 80
that's it, its final,” Lorenzana quoted Du-
terte as having told him.

Meanwhite, United States Ambassador to
the Philippines Sung Y. Kim congratulated
Gen. Afio on his recent nomination to head
the DILG.

Citing how critically important the Cabi-
net post is, Kim said: “We will of course miss
nis (Afo’s) tremendous teadership of the
AFP... but I think it speaks volumes that
President Duterte has nominated someone
of his caliber to head this very important

department.”
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. INCOMING .- Interior . Secﬁmﬂy 
T Gen J:duardo Ano on Fndav

v S
tterte bad’ asked Affo i in February
sh the Abu Sayyaf in six months; - the

' ':majarrallyang points ﬂiathesrdentf';
Roéng@ Duterte had’ emphaszzed’ __

e ts'tothe rograms ofthe Pres1—j._" : -high to be able to. pet public: coop-
i duictiotin their strength and their abils eration;” Aflo said: With Florante l; 3

dent; espec:a[iy in thie ﬁght against :
i to conduct FELTOT atta N
terroristand the war on drugs and - tty ertor attacks and atroci- - Solmerin

how to {iehver seﬁflt.es and gcoé _
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and - f

counterterronsm
Lorenzana said;- &

et us. contmue thxs yearly
not ;ust to: meet our’ obhgatmn}_'_}
under the Mutual ‘Defense
Treaty hut also to strengthen’ §

the bond of friendship, as well
as our friendly relations ‘with
other nations,” he added, -

- US Ambassador Sung Kim -
said the exercises would help -

the Philippines and.the United

States face challenges’ brcught'

by an’ mcreasmgly i'cornplex
arid VOiatzle secum :

ever, our

armed forces mugt work to geth~-

er closely,” saldKim i
“Exercises ':like Bahkatan

build upon the long and produc-
i OFFICE OF tive history between our two

der-to“shoulder in defense of
our lives, our shared values and’
international rules based . O
dér,” Kim added. - ol A
“Balikatan is mdeed 7 great‘ <

reflection of our enduring al-
liance and the deep bond be-
tween our two peoples, and I
know that we just finished, but
we're already looking forward
to training together as friends,
partners and allies for next
year’s Balikatan,” he said.

Balikatan 2017, which began -
- on May 8, was scaled down from

almost 10,000 soldiers last year
to 5,400 troops but also includ-
ed 8o troops from Australia and
observers from Japan and
Southeast Asian countries.

“Our joint undertakings are
manifestations of our commit-

er's aid in times of 'r.zeed " said
Armed Forces of the Philippines
Chief of - Staff  Gen. Eduardo

-‘Asuie : fmm' meetzng old
friends and making new ones,
this . endeavor _has 'unveiled .
many breakthroughs significant
to our shared ‘aspiration of
achieving global security and
stability. I am certain that the
new learnings from this year's
exercises will enable us to raise
the level of cur interoperability
ever higher,” he added. -
Filipino -~ and . American
troops conducted training exer-
cises in different areas of exper-
tise, including live fire ad-
vanced marksmanship, small
unit tactics, countering impro- 1283, 5295

vited pwnlncivva davicrer  weas
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The 33th Joint Phl-US Balikatan military  to Kaibigan {friend}, Kakampi (ally} and
exercisesended vesterday with Filipinoand  Kadamay {collaborator).
American officials aiting cooperafion as the “Iam so honored to stand before vou as
only way to hurdle major challenges. we formally end this vear’s Balikatan, the
Officials described the disaster-themed  most important bilateral exercise that we
soint military drill as a huge success. annually conduct. I would like to take this
Defense Secretary Deifin Lorenzana opportunity to congratulate all the partici-
and US Ambassador Sung Kim atiributed  pants, to include the foreign observers, for
the completion and the success of this  the success of this year's joing exercises,”
vear’s joint exercises to the months of  Lorenzana said.
planning, the rigorous training schedules The defense chief pointed out that
and the hard work of all the participants.  in cooperation and working shoulder-
“Months of pianning and hard work  to-shoulder, major chaﬁenges could be
dmmg this yvear’s exercises have rein-  overcome.
forced long standmg ties and strengthen This vear’s disaster response-themed
our combined ability torespond to?oda_ drill were heid Batanes, Calavan istand
challenges,” Kim said. in Cagavan and in Casxguran Aurora in
QOver the last 12 days, Kim said US and Northern Luzon as well as in Panay and
Filipino servicemen shared critical skills, Samar in Western and Eastern Visavas.
~ undertook planning processes and refined Anii-terror exercises were also in Ternate,
«their combined abilities. Cavite as pas fEgvent aimed at
”B} all accoutits Balikatan 33rd series  hamnessing it sdlls of both

- wg & tremendaus success. Our nations  Filipino and TS military foftes.

*face an increasingly complex and volatile Gen. Eduardo Afio, Armed Forces of
security environment. Now more than  the Phlhppme' (AFP) chief, said that this
ever our armed forces must work together  year's joint exercises bolstered coopera-
closely,” Kim said as he lauded every par- tion among r the participants in responding
ticipant in this year’s exercises. to major disasters.

He said that both countries must stand Aﬁo told a story involving a series of
shoulder to shoulder in defense of the alli-  races between a tortuise and a hare,
ance of the two states based on shared val- He said that in the first race, the hare
wes and international rules-based order.  was too complacent that before reaching
Lorenzana introduced three Filipino  the firush line he rested and was overtaken
words in describing the just-concluded by the tortoise, which won the race.
Balikatan exercise - three Ks referring — Jaime Laude

I
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Phi gpmes { § Py Bafikatan Exercise:ass tantdirector Herminiglt

i
o

{leits _nci‘JS Cavanaugh {Second from left} lead the furling ofthe Balikatan Flag
' f QP US Exe tise Bahkatan-@ <2017 atCamp Agama}do Quezors C;ty yesterday As parts of long: st
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By Leila B. Salaverria
@LeilasINQ

President Duterte for the first
time said on Friday that Chinese
President Xi Jinping had threar-
ened war if the Philippines insist-
ed on pressing s claims in the
South China Sea, parrying criti-
‘cisms that he had been weak in
pushing the issue and failing to
use the arbitral ruling as leverage.

“I really said, ‘it's ours. I'd
like you to listen for a while.' I
said, "Mr. ¥i Jinping, | would in-
sist that that is ours and I will
drill oif there,” Mr. Duterte said

in a speech at the National Con-~

vention of the Philippine Coast

Guard Auxiliary in Davao City.

China may claim ownership,
but he said his view was that he
could drill for oil because that
area, which the government
calls the West Philippine Sea,
belongs to the Philippines.

“They replied to me, 'We are
friends. We do not want to quarrel
wilh you. ... We want to maintain
the present warm relationship.
But if you force the issue, we'll go
te war,”™ Mr. Durerte said,

“What more could 1 say?” he
added.

National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon zaid che

meeling berween the two lead-
ers took place in Beijing during
the President’s visit to China
last weel for the One Belt, One
Road initiarive, an international
trade conference.

Mr. Duterte said he had insist-
ed to China that the International
Arbitral Tribunal had invatidated
Belling's expansive claims over
the South China Sea, but that the
Chinese governmenr replied that
ils claims were historical.

China also said it would be
forced ra rell him the trath if he
pressed the issue.

"What's the truth? We will
be forced o go 1o war,” he said.

But China also indicated that
it was willing 1o discuss vhe ar-
bitrai ruling in the future.

“China said if we remain
friends, it said, ‘We wiil ralk
about the arbitral ruling. But it
cannot be now. You know why?
You are not the only ciaimant.
Vietham is also a virulent
claimant,”™ he said.

He said that if it were justup
to him, “we will have 1o fight”
But he said thar with China's su-
perior military force, the war
would result in a "massacre and
itwill destroy everything.”

“The first to be struck would
be Palawan,” he said, INQ
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the Chinese pilot, as WEH‘-&‘: the"“'-__ a5 refiise

'.'_.'fessmn mtercem vaf.mAme- : ) &Hcraft operatmg Wxthm the _'
| can radxatmn—smfﬁng surveil-" ¢ She tieclmed to: pm’vzde fur—: zone declare their intentions .
: 3311‘?9 1316113 over ‘the East Chma; her deta_ﬂs and said’ the 1ssue and’ _follow Chmese Instru <

U WCsas Constant Phoenix " alr-__'__---ated ‘Press. “This will allow i to -
"+ craft conducting a routine mis- -contmue buiidmg conﬁdence'; “ing the Edst China Sea . she said 0
ston.in mt:ernatmnai azrspac:e m _:w1th our Chmese_ counterparts_- " “This’ fhght: WaS 1o exception.”.

fe se identification zone over & ‘cutred -occasionally -over” the -
<o The WC-135 crew character Iarge section of the East China South- China: Sea, which: Chzna'_-
: zzed the intercept as. unprofes Sea in'2013, a move the United” claims v:u'tua}[y in: s entirety.:
sional “due to. the maneuverb by States caIled ﬂiegmmate and '_'_—Rapom's FROMAPAND RﬁuTERS L

Hodge saxd in a. tatement,
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i fraditional: partners suc

ing at Malaca
' ___d_e_ptfs. tri

Nahv idad said: Dﬁterte
““would have separate meetings
with Russian President Viadi-

mir Putin and Prime Minister

‘Dmitry Medvedev during his
visit, when several agreements

_are expected to be signed and

“build “a stronger partnership”

ipp e—Ruésxa relatlcins- -
eme of the offlcxa} v151t

cooper:

njster Medvedev an

. “Russia,” Foreign Affairs As- "':f:op'erahon in pohhcal mlhtary.

. . gistant Secretary Maria Cleofe ‘an
o Natlmdad said dunng the pre~..-:

and defense,” Natividad said:

c:ouncﬂs
~ A treaty on mutual legal

'assmtance in criminal matters

and on extrachtmn will also be

“signed.

partnership with _ h
are very {rong suppor

- The agreements tobesigned
efense, military -
1] cooperation-as
e wemorandum of -
g unders’candmg on cooperation
“iry the field of security between
therespectiven natlonal secunty

‘dent’s trip to Ru551a ha long?_ )
been planned but that it has
“always been poetpened due

the President ” Natividad said.
“"The President will also visit
St. Petersbtrg aside from his’

-engagements in ‘Moscow, Na-
Hvidad said e

to weather conmderat'ions in
Moscow.
Defense oﬁsces

The two countries will also
open their respective defense
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'ofﬁces and s’m::ngthen partmr-. .: -..much engaged in. the :eglon' .f”-'Iast year Lway below that of ;
siup to deal with traditional- through their participation in ~ many ASEAN countries =

—fradztxonal.fsecu | ASHAN, mAPEC_i and in other . - 7Tt is: for thm reason. ’chat '

‘bean upportune Hme to
: ‘ are with the Russian comparii
an tmtapped upper’mm'aes-_; beriefits of doirig businessin the
¢ mutually beneficial eco~ '.':-:_.'thhppme% as weill as the posi-
'nomic ‘relations: between the  tivemvestment chmate‘ areas

two sides that caribe explored such as infrastructure N
" Russian investments in the ‘transportation and ¢ -
- Philippines are very modest . The Department of Trade
e and with this visit of the Presi- | and Industry and other gov-

~de t'Nahmdad said “we hope ernment ‘agencies, together .
: ct. tha - the private anid _busmess____

modermzatmn progr AT O
Pyt ¢ said

Joser economic cooperation. -

- $226 or, . Natividad said the Presi-

would Be most compatible . Phi ppmes-_-exportmg oniv ~dent’s visit is seen to be_ the

with the defense and needs of - §49 zmlho Worth of goods ’co: “start of a strong an:

the Philippines, especially i Ruissia, ihg partnership. between the

the aspect of mtemperablhty ~, . She- sazd Russmn mvest-_ _Philippines and Russia that is

~she said. . - “multi-dimensional, mutually -

= We welcome Russia’ netici & in keepmg;-__

er participation and mvolve- " Russian tourist arrivals to. with the prmc:lpies of sover-
ment in the Asia-Pacific region. the: Philippires, ont the other ~eignty, non—mterierence and
Afterall, they are already very hand are mere}y 28,000 as of '.equallty” e _
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By.}AiMELAUDE

'{”he m;htary has dxsputed repor’ts on the presence of
Abu Sayyaf bandits in the Visayas, =

“Governiment forces have
completed the job of eliminat-
ing the Abu Sayyaf threat in

the Visayas,” Lt. Gen. Oscar.

Lactao, Central. Visayas Com-

marid. c%uef said on Thursday. -
I.actao made the statement

ir 'reaction to reports that
oandits weresighted in Akdan,
Negros Oriental and Palawan.

Col, Elezer Losanes, 303rd
infantry Brigade commander,

said they are coordinatirg
with the Philippine National..
Police and other state security -

dgencies to ensure that the

- problem with extremist groups
-will not affect Negros island.

. »Speculation on the pres-. .
'_;ﬁence of Abu Sayyaf bandits'in

Negros 'was triggered by the

“arrest of Absnir Kudarat, 28,

alias Abu Rafi Ben, who claimed
to be a nephew of slain Abu
Sayyaf leader Abu Sabaya, and
Saldy Abelobah, 24. They were
nabbed for illegal possession of

" firéartns and eXp! oswes“f‘r‘i“ ey
.C1tv onMoriday.

- Losaries said ihey are Vah~

_ o&er stakeholders ate undertak
ing mieasures to enstire that resi~

damng'Kudara’c 5 clalms, riot-

-~ ing that there are inconsisten- " -

c1es inhis staternents,

- The 3rd. Infantry Dwzszoni
deployed two battalions com= |
posed of 60 soldiers and 1,500
mhilitiamen to heighten. eecu-' : L

“.. Bohol was deciared free of -

r;tv intheregion. . 7.
- InPalawan, focal OEﬁQaLS and

dents and visitors are sate against

Raul del Rosario, Westem Mznci-‘

anao Command chief, -
”We are takin )

btance Tohls i.r

E.
“Tor ‘threats as we Have: done
in Bohol,” “said Col. Edgard ~

Page:

‘the two remaining bandits |
‘who énitered the provincelast” 7
~month were killed in opera—

attacks by Abu.Sayvaf bandits E
and other terrorists, said Lt Gen. -

4

"‘_Arevalo, ‘Armed Forces of the .,

Plnhppmes (AFP) spokesman L
‘Arevaloassured the public

"'_'Ithat they are not letting their-
- guard down despite the neu=
“tralization-of the Abu Sayyat ;

1 Bohol.

tionis early-this week. ;
The AFP said mihtary of-

fensives have diminished the

strength of the Abu Sayyaf,
oting that bandits were sur- -

' With Gilbert Bayoran- 8
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Kadamay members to stop
their forcible occupation of
government houses because
“vou might be shot by the
owners.”

At the same event,
Duterte also discussed his
strategy of buving land for
housing units of victims of fire
in his province This had been
his practice when he was still
mavor of Davac.

He told guests at the Ma-
davaw Residences in Baran-
gay Talomo Proper in Davao
(_qtv that this was -the same
rationale he used when he al-
lowed members of Kadamay
to occupy the National Hous-
ing Authority INHA) project
n Pand; Bulacan. The Fouses
were meant for police and
military personnel.

Duterte expressed frus-
tration that there are some
quarters criticizing his gov-
ernment when the admin-

istration is doing its best to
provide for the less fortunate
and homeless.

Apart from the Davao prov-
inces, Duterte said he is also
bl cim;:, more housing proj-
ects for the police and mili-
tary personnel in Zamboanga,
Caraga and Bulacan.

He, however, advised the
pelicemen and soldiers af-
fected by the “takeover” of
Kadamay members in Pandi
not to pick a fight with the
informal settlers.
<o S ] g:ve mere houses,”
he said, assuring members of
the Philippine Coast Guard in
a third event at the SM Con-
vention Center.

Duterte also bared that
he has ]11eva1}ed upon NHA
general manager Marcelino
Esmlada ir. not to resign
from his pom after he offered
to quit due to intrigues al-
ter members of the mi]étant

ay ye: sterd ay

The warnmg ‘was issued
am1d‘.concems zamed,_. }_.:.cer—

_ Tum t ) Page 12 .

urban poor group Kadamay
recently occupied empty
units of a government hous-
ing project in Pandi.

in a speech during the
groundbreaking and taunch-
ing of the new housing design
for the police and military
called the Madayaw Residenc-
es, Duterte yesterday revealed
ke did not accept Escalada’s
resignation and urged him to
stay.

“Last week, he (Escalada)

attempted to resign, as sabi
niva maraming intriga dito
sa (he said there are many
intrigues in the) housing au-
thority, especially one of the
biggest budgets sa gobverno,
Sabi niya guste niya mapalayo
lang sa intriga (he said he
wants to stay out of intrigues).
I told him, why would vou do
that? If you are doing right and
‘()Dd and huﬂ@‘:hy, you chw
there until vou die,” Duterte
said.

He also reminded govern-
ment officials to be steadfast

in the campaign against cor-
ruption,

“Don't steal and you will
have no probiem,” he added.

In the latter part of his
speech, Duterte encouraged
mformal settlers to take over

the property occupied by the
owners of a major newspaper
in Makati City.

Duterte urged the mformal
settlers to take over the Mile
Long p1 opertv

“Twill tell the people, doi't
be afraid of arrest, because
the land vou would take over
belongs to you. Only the cor-
mpt justices and judges are
prolonging it,”” the President

said in Filipino.

He said he could not stom-
ach the corruption in the
judiciary, which tolerates the
oligarchs.

Duterte said he does not
care if he is removed from uf-
fice or goes to puson as (mé
as he pursues what is ntrhl for
the Filipino people. - Christi-
na Mendez, Giovanni Nilles
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s'part of the last year
gihlc; is not a Soly i

'mtv ba1d gw
-notsolvéthe fundamental prob

:Philippine agmculture whitch pi 1_az‘m
aly are’ reqtrzctmn% 1 the Uura and :

_ mari\et

NDF

The FEF said handing out
nd for free would only be a
pulist measure similar to free
1gation and free rice.

“Giving out free land will
it alfect the situation on the
ound because only 17 percent
agranan reform beneficiaries
e paying their loan amortiza-
ms, Therefore, farmers are
fectively given their lands for
e. Yet agricultural productiv-
*has remained stagnant and
ir farmers have remained
" the FEF said in a state-
ant yesterclay.

The group also claims that
e restrictions on rural land
aposed by the Comprehensive
zrarian Retorm Law are what
otfarmers poor and similar ly

events them from raising their
ncultu;a I productivity,

“These restrictions include

2 prehibition to sell or mort-

ge the property within ten
ars from grant, prohibition

tease and the prohibition to

/n more than five hectares of

i A TR A A LT D

From Page 1

land. These restrictions prevent
agrarian reform beneficiaries
from accessing cheap loans from
the formal financial markets and
alse prevent efficient farmers
from working on larger tracts of
land and buying out inefficient
ones,” the FEF said.

“What Philippine agriculture
needs is to provide the condi-
tions for efficient farmers to
introduce management, tech-
nology and capital to farmlands
by removing the restrictions on
the rural land market,” it added.

The I'EF is proposing that
agrarian reform beneficiaries be
given unrestricted titles to their
lands instead of the collective
Certificate of Land Ownership
Awards, which it said “roh
Farmers of economic freedom
and private initiative.”

Duterie: BRed leaders
can’t control MPA

President Duterte also hared
vesterday that durin gadinnerin
Malacafang, communist jeaders

I~ ACCAIDC

admitted to him that they cannot
control all the units of the New
People s Armyv (NPA), the armed

wing of the Commmunist Party of -

the Philippines (CPP).

Duterte made the statement
in a speech during the ground-
breaking ceremony of the Bi-
yaya ng Pagbabago Housing
Projectat Barangay Los Amigos,
Tugbok District, Davao City.

This came after the fourth
round of talks between the
government and the NDF fol-
lowing the government's call for
bilateral ceasefire with the Left.

Duterte recently met with
CPP ieaders Benito and Wilma
Tiamzorn,

“They admitted to me in
Matlacafiang when we had din-
ner that they could not control
all the operating units of the
NPA here. I'm sorry, we can
go on. [ don’t have a problem.
[ will just wait for five vears,
then I'll go. But that conflict will
continue and will continue to
punish because we won't stop
killing each other, when we're
all Filipinos. That's the most
disgusting part,” the President

)

said in the Visayan dialect.

“Unless (CPP founder Jose
Maria) Sison signs a bilateral
(ceasefire ae;reement) both of us
will announce that the fighting
should stop. T didn't say you
should surrender your arms,
Justbury them. Don'tbring vour
arms, Jmt go out. No one will
arrest you,” "he added.

Duterte also announced that
he would reserve housing units
for rebel returness and victims
of fire mcidents. He urged the
awardees not o sell the hous-
mg units and ordered them to
keep the community peaceful.

The housing project, a col-
laboration between the private
and public sector, aims to pro-
vide housing units to around
8000 families.

The President was assisted
by Cabinet Secretary Leoncio
Evasco Jr, National Housing
Authority gentml manager
Marceline Escalada Ir. and
presidential daughter Davao
City Mayor Sara Duterte-Car-
pio in burying the time cap-
sule. — With Edith Regalado,
Christina Mendez
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':New. f’eople’s Army :
“Presdent Rodrigs Du

torte: ‘made the: remark_.-._k te
‘even' 44 he ‘hoped that -
the fighting would end :

soon ‘enotgh. -
s Phuterte: made the

marks, stressing: that

‘the conflicts’ between

‘tHe Reds and the mili- .

tary. could end i .Com-

unist Party. of the Phil-:
ippines founder Jose:

‘Maria Sison would'sign

“wait for five years, then:
< Pk go. Bit: that. eondlic

‘& bilateral ceasefive e will "fmf.ﬂgue and will:

2l N
aiac Front and: amid the':
lent’s. push; far

*ﬁ‘}leyxaclmﬂted to m

in Malacafiang, when we:
haddinner; that. ‘they -
-could not contral: all-the

operating units: of’ ‘the"

-NPA here:T'm: sorry, we ..
" der your arms. Just bury .

catcontinue. T don't:
Have'a problem. b will Jusb:

adil

o : :
' pist Party of the Philip- -

-bﬂaf,erai both:of us will:
THATOUIICE that the ﬁght-« T
‘ing shoild stop."1 dida’t™”

~yillaprest ou,
Faaid

ines Jeaders Benitoand .
_ﬂma Tzamzon recentiy o

- “Unless Sison mgns a3

say you should ‘surren-:.

it." Don’t. bring your .
arms; just go out No-cne:

*Pr
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was willing fo testify

~The Phﬂ1pp1ne National Po-
hce_ Drug Enfotcement Group-:
-said the dismissal of the drug
" charges against . Marcelino
‘would set a bad precedent for
law enforcers. :
Inastatement, the PNP-DEG-
-said the DOJ resolution was
unacceptable
.-"This group is wary t:hat the .
sa;d decision lays a dangerous.
precedent on the drug operations
being conducted by law enforce-
mentagencies,” itadded, NG

Delima
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T

. “The PNP-DEG1s wary that
the decision lays a dangerous
- precedent being cortducted by
aw enforcement agencies,”
" DEG spokesman Supt. Enrico

ment i
carrest

0-0VE .Rigorsaid.. . . o
> by the administration. . +'v— With Evelyn Macairan,
to implicate her in the illegal ' Emmanuel Tupas, Marvin Sy,.

 drug trade
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The Wlanila Times

BY JERRY N ADLAW

'consol'ldated_and 1gned under one,_.peace-:'_;.
agreement as decided in the recently con-

HE centra} commlttee of the Mﬂro;___
1 National 'Liberation Front (MNLF)

. and the top brass of the Moro Islam-
ic Liberation Front (MILF) have concurred
‘that' all ‘agreements signed with the Go-
vernment of the Philippines (GPH) will be

cluded Bangsamorc Coordination Forum
(BCP) held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. -~

Pviushrn;n SPma, chazrman of

thie MNLE Hangsamo

"-Coﬁgfess, told The Manila Times:
that both- the MNLF and MILF

harmoniously arrived at the
decision to conseclidate all the
documents from the GPH-MNLF
September 2, 1996 peace agree-
ment, the GPH-MILF Framework
Agreement’ (FAB} the Compre-
hensive Agreement on ‘Bangsam-
oro {CAB) and the Bangsamorg

Basic Law {BBL) to be sigred -

only’ under one agreement. -

: Sema said the BCF meeting ar-
rived at a-decision to craft a law that
will signify one unified legislative

pmposal for the GPH. to ciecuie
“a'just-and fair sofution for the
Bangsamoro peopie inMindanao:
Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration secretary-general Yousef Al-
Othairneen, invited the two Bangsam-
oro factions to come up with one
 decision reconciling all agzeements
they sigried with the GPH.

- Misuari was unable to attend the
“BCF meeting in Jeddah pending

approval of his petitiod for the
extension of his temporary pass in

~connection with the rebellion case

he is facing, But Misuari reportedly

does not recognize the agreements

Page:

A7

" forged by the MILF signed with the -

" administration of former pr951-
dent Benigno Aquino 3rd.

Sema said Misuari {}nly rec-

- ognizes the September 2, 1996 .-

agreement, insisting on an in- -

dependent Islamic state rather

than consolidating the peace
.pactinto.one.decision: e
: _'He added that Mlsuan wanted '
16 keep his' position as MNLE ©
~chairmian but the front’s central’
committee agreed they would
. adhere to the charter policy

inder which Hatimil Hassan

- was elected replacing Misuari

in-2005. [n 2008, Sema became

_"the secorid MNLF chai rman.with -
" Yusoph Jikiri replacmg himiin
.:2012 upto the present..

Sema also said that the- peace
and development agenda which
the government aims to con-

. solidate is the 1996 Final Peace
.- Agreement-and the CAB with
fur - enabling law that will include’ 42

' consensus points as agreed upon
by the MNLE MILE government -

and the Organzzatlon of Is arnic
Cooperation (OIC). :
The Philippine govemment had
signed peace agreements with the
two Moo revolutionary fronts: the

_ 1996 Flnal Peace Agreement (FP‘\) '
which 1s & ontiniation of the
1976 Tripoli Agreement and the
::2014 Compretiensive Agreement.

on the Bangsamoro (CAB); from .

the 2012 Framework Axg::eement

on the Bangsamoro (FAB) _
- The MILF and MNLF faction

-under Izkm dre now: werk:ng .
‘together in crafimg the draft
Bangsamoro ‘Basic’ Law (BBL)T”

underthe Bdngsamoro Tzanm- _

‘tion Commission,

The OIC which brokered the
1976 and 1996 peace agreements
maintained that the 1976 Tripoli

.Agreement and the 1996 Final

-Peace Agreement (FPA “Contiriue”
0 formulate the basis of any settle-

“ment of the conflict,”.

The GIC facﬂuated the talksr
be_tWeer} the Philippine govern-
ment (GPH} and the MNLE

~which has an observer status in
‘the OIC since 1977.

= The MNLF-Misuari faction
seeks to amend RA 9054, while

“the MILE-MNLEF under Jikiri are
~working under the BTC to draft
“a faw that would pave the way

for a new autonomous political

:entity named Bangsamoro, to
‘replace the ARMM.
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The message behind Ano’s appointment

here's more than meets the eye in
President Duterte’s surprise appoint-
ment of Gen. Bduarde Afo, chief of
staff of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, as secretary of the Depart-
ment ¢of Interior and Local Government.

Earlier, there were speculations that for-
mer senator Ferdinand Marcos Jr. was a seri-
ous contender for the top DILG post because
of Mr. Duterte's perceived close relations
with the Marcos family. Take note that short-
ly after Mr. Duterte assurmed the presidency,
he quickly made good his campaign promise
to have the remains of the late president Fer-
dinand Marcos buried in the Libingan ng
mga Bayani. And in two Tips overseas, he in-
ciuded Marcos Jr's sister, llocos Sur Gov.
Imee Marcos, in his official entourage.

The appointment of Marcos Jr. to the
DILG would have been a political bonanza
for the former senator and lpsing vice
presidential candidate in 2016, Being ad-
ministrator of the country’s local govern-
ment units as well as of the Phillppine Na-
tional Police would have given him the na-
tional exposure necessary if he decides to
make a bid for the presidency in 2022,

But by choosing Afio rather than Marcos
Jr. ar any other person with a political back-
ground, the President appears to be indi-
rectly sending the message that he dees not
want the DILG to be used as a platform for
the pursuit of political ambitions.

Because the DILG is at the forefrons of
the President’s war on drugs, he apparent-

COMMENTARY

RAUL L PALABRICA

ly wants to make sure that its leader has
the experience and the cojones to go after
drug pushers who will not hesitate to kill if
their livelthood is threatened. ‘

Resides, to be effective in going after lo-
cal government officials suspected of in-
volvement in the illegal drug trade, the DILG
head should not be influenced by political
ties or aspiraticns that may affect his or her
ohjectivity. Alse, the President cannot risk
giving the task of accompiishing one of the
major pillars of his administration—the
elimination of illegal drugs in the coun-
ory—to sormneone who has not held a national
administrative position or has no experience
in running a huge bureaucracy like the DILG,

The appeintment of a veteran military
officer to oversee the operations of the
PNP mmay be interpreted as the President’s
subliminal expression of disappeintment
with the state of discipline in the country's
principal law enforcement agency. Note
that when he announced the appeintment
of Afio, he made reference to the police-
men who were earlier arrested by a special
PNP unit for the kidnap for ransom of a
couple in Makati. He said he wants Ao to
restore discipliine in the police force.

By entrusting that mission to the tradi-
tional “adversary” of the PNP, the Presi-

dent was, in effect, telling PNP Director
General Ronald dela Rosa that he has not,
despite being the country's top cop for 11
months, been able to cleanse it of undisci-
plined and corrupt pelicemen.

Apparently, the President does not think
the PNP can do effective housecleaning and -
has called on an outsider to do the job, That
was a virtual slap on the PNP chief's face.

Anc may have o apply some rules of
military discipline to the PNP, which for
decades was an integral part of the mili-
tary estahlishment as the Philippine Con-
stabulary, until it was converted to a civil-
ian organization in 1991

In times past, the President's action
would have been considered an expression
of lack of confidence in the affected party
and would have triggered the iatrer's im-
mediate resignation from office. Appar-
ently not so for Dela Resa who, tnan effort
to put up a brave face, welcomed the idea
of taking orders from a soon-to-retire mili-
rary officer who is expected to institute
military-inspired reforms in the PNP.

Let's keep our fingers crossed that the
President made the right decision to ap-
point a retired military officer to oversee
the operations of a department that i of-
ten the enly symbel of the government in
remote municipalities.

Raul J. Palabrica (rpalabrica@inguir-
er.com.ph) writes a weekly column in the
Business section of the Inquirer,
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: rears ago, alarm
Semy, rising incidents of extraj

- Pilling of persons engaged in de-
fending and’ promoting human (ohts
in Latin America, Asia, Africa, and the
Middle Fast; an independent ad A

grotp founded Front Line Defenders

(FLD)in Dublin, Ireland. Tts specific aim.
to protect himan rights defenders facir '
risks to their lives or safety as the

s

the environment; etc. .~ oo s
" This week Front Lire Defende 'S
focuses-attention on the' Philippiries. In -
an article it published on May 16, titled
- “President Duterte must no longe :
“blind eye to the fate of human 1ig I
ers,” FLD cites extrajudicial killing as the -
‘gravest threat facing Filipino activists,
Dutside of the Americas, it notes, “the
Philippines has already become the most
dangerous country in the world inwhich
to be a fuman rights defender, in terms
of the number of reported killings.”
 FLD's sharp comments were based
on the outcome of the United Nations
Hurnan Rights Council’s third-cycle
Universal Periodic Review of the cotin-
try’s human rights situation last May 8.
Between the second-cycle UPR (of
2012) and the recent 2017 review, there:
‘was an almost threefold increase in the
aumber of UNHRC member states that
showed concern over activist killings.
In the 2012 UPR only four countries
raised the issue on attacks and killings
of human rights defenders: France,
Ireland, Norway, and the United King-
dom, which submitted five official
recommendations. In the May 8 review,

“on the situation of HRDs: =~
.. Despite thése assurances, EJKs
“targeted attacks” on HRDs have:

“however, 11 mernber states called for
 Hhe'establishment of 4 proteciion mbcha--
“nism for HRDs, saying the Philippine.
‘government . “should. provide a safe
" and enabling environment” for their
~work. The 11 nations are: Denmark,
 Estonia, Germany,:Hungary, Ireland,
- Luxemboturg, Norway, Poland, Slovakia,

Ukraine;and-thedUntedt Kingdonmmas

“In 2012, ELD points out; the Phil-

ipbine government (therf under the
- Aquino administration):a ceepted the
- recommendations o protecting HRDs.
from’ EJK and etiforced disappeararce -

(ED); its delegationhaving commutted, -

during the review, to'address these prib~

lems However, it merely acknowledged
the recommendation pertaining to coop-
eration with the UN special rapporteut

tinued, said FLD. And in its 2017 report
to the UNHRC, the Daterte administta-
Gon didn’t evens mention the risks facing
themor any measure it had taken for their
protection. That omission demonstrates
“how little progress has been made in
implementing the recommendations over
the past five years,” it added.. - -
Some member states also raised the
“dire need” to recognize the “positive
and legitimate work” accomplished by
the local defenders of human rights,
reflecting increased international aware-
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ne% of the dangers that they have faced -
i the 2017 review, .
+F - stakeholders’: .
-report rec‘omme:admg that the govern-...
'ak_mg “effective -
ate and. end the

Ds

It wa.rned agamst chatmg

UN qpeczal rapporteur ori- the situa-

_tmn of HRD_S, Karapatan conveyed the

“succeeding ministration;

‘to April-30, 2017): All together, 646 hu-
~manrights defenders'were slazn over a
16-year period. - =

“a racer Karapatan say
Teast 55 pedsants dr d md1genou%
‘members had been Xilled as of April30.
-'(presﬁmabiy 1nc1udmg the 33 HRDs), 5
L qting:. AFP attacks in the provinces.of

Stothe prevalhng
he admlmsfra—_

agambt HRb _anci c1v11 socuety ;

~even part of the picture.

474 HRDS were kllleci_

' and cwﬂ soc:ety brgaruzauons tokeepup

quing -
3386 far under Duterte (from July 2016

" Of the 33 HRD killings recorded un-.

.der the Duterté administration, 15. hap-

~pened in the first two months of 2017, 5

Mostof those targeted in the recent spate”
‘of EJKs were defending peasant rights

“toland, indigenous people’s rights, and.

the preservatiort of the environment. In

L...

Pangasman, BU

-In its. May 16 article, :E‘LD dec:mes the"
d ithoughrdbot47 ERNHRE mer

ber states have urged the Duterte govem~ j?:_
mient foinvestigate and stop.the killings .
its “war ort drugs,”its delegation failed to -
make any commitment to stop the killings
or to conduct independent investigation
and hold the perpetrators accountable.
The HRD:- extra]udmal kﬁhngs et

Now that thelethal o .
Ds has come under international -

: mg

scrutiny;” FLD asserts, “the Duterte:

government must put an.end. to these

killings (and) properly address as amat-
ter of. m‘gency the recommendations

the pressure on the Dutette government:
to- confréint its human rights record, In

September, the governmentis dize to make

its official response to the member states”
recornmendations during the UNHRC 36“1

regular sessionin Geneva.

Emaﬂ satur.ocampo@gmail.com
*
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