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STORY BY CHRISTINE O. AVENDARGC

But did President Duterte give an accurate account of his conversation with Chinese
President Xi Jinping? If he did, then, Sen. Richard Gordon said, it's China against the world

resident Duterte asserted the
utheast “oAsian T nation's’

e soverexgnty over disputed ter- .
B ntory in the West Ph111pp1ne
. Sea? If so, then’ Foreign : Secre- -
- 1ary Cayetano should. issue.
" ‘diplomatic’ protest’ “for’ this™

‘threat,”. Pangﬂman sazd in a
;_istatement S Ay

Arbitral rulmg
In remarks that could mfuw

“riate China,; Mr.’ Duterte hit -
- back on Friday at domestic
critics who said he had gone-~

soft on Beijing by refusing to

"pressure it to comply with an

award last year by the UN-
backed Permanent Court of

Arbitration in The Hague,

we’li g '
Duterte said.:

“The Premdent had long ex-._. :
'presseé ‘his admiration for ¥i~
“and said he would raise the’ ar-.
hitration: rulmg with him éven::

'.'tually,_ but needed first to .
"-.calhngfor since October.. 7

stiengthen” relations between

“the two countries, which the.
«+ . Philippines was hoping would
- yield to billions of dollars in"
Chinese loans and xpfrastruc--
- ture investments. T
The Hague- award clarifies -
Philippine sovereignty rights in-
the West Philippine Sea—wa-.
ters within its 3yc-kilometer

EEZ in the South China Sea—to
access offshore oil and gas

fields, including Recto Bank (in- ...

ternationally known as Reed

~and .,
-sealed with China, as well as

Sen, ‘Bam- Aqumo had been

“:*The hearing shoutd tackle
hdt’z'oniy this'issue, but also de-
tails- of the $24-billion loans
investments - recently

the .administration’'s decisisn

1o re;ect aid from the European

Unmn he said.

Sen. Panfilo. Lacson agreed.
.w1th the call.of Supreme Court

Senior Associate Justice Antonic
Carpio on Saturday to take Chi-
na’s threat to the United Nations.

-_the Beriate: camm1ttees onfor--
#ign’relations and economiic’
‘affairs -and: into: the' foreign”
_pohcy direction of the- Duterte;
admxmstratmn ‘which héesald”

e
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---named Mopac

‘The surrender was repori-

; 'edly duetothe dwindling suip-.
ort of the Tumad community
toithe revoiutmnar' act;mtles =
-Eaja said:”
% The mayor aa1d rebelq based
‘in‘the adjoining Sultan Kuda--
“rai’and South Cotabato prov-
*theesiate reeling from military
~operations and lack of food:
»and ammunition. _
Col. Bmmarck Sohba chief of

-cluef c]\f the Arm*y 5 bth Infan
1y Drvision, thariked 1ocal of*
- ficials for helping work out the--' .
.'surrender of the grotyp. i
Thrée Army units= theBBrd'-' :
'and 57¢h Infantry Battalions -
and ‘1st Mechanized Infantry
‘Brigade = are: helping sectire’:
‘villages from NPA infiltration.
~'With John' Unson, chhael j

Punongbayan
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: sang, Barangav Salegseg 'n th rebels we also encourage the';
E-_-same town. remaining rebels to avail of the.
: “Major. General Paul T. Atal, . Comprehensive Local Integratmn?
‘the commander of the army’s 5th . “ Program { CLIP) : :
Infantrv 3}1v15:10n e&mmended the ment o sa1d Atal
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ple’s Army insurgents vesterday -

susrendered to the military in
“Senator Niioy Aquino town - in
Sultan Kudatat. -

Lt. Col.Harold Cabunoc, com-
mander-of the Army's 33:d In-

fantry Batralion, said the 11 rébels -

— all from the Manobo ttibe —
;W}ﬂeldcd to the battalion at around
10 a:m. in Barangay Midrangolk.
“Cabutoc said the rebels brought
+with themn five M16 dflés; two M1

: “Gatand tifies; and an AK-A47 rifle
'rmg thejr ‘sutrender e the bat.

on’s’ Alpha Company, ufider
%Lt John Austin Jamora,

Mala,

almnar Newspaper

mander of the 1st Mechanized
Infantry Bripade, said the NPAs
vebels surténdered ‘hecause the
communist leaders reneged on
their promise during recruitment,
~“The Lumads are disgruntled

‘over the unfulfilled promises of
“the NPA ‘eaders. The members
“are:dying in the encounters but

‘the Supramil’ (family support)
“for their followets was not pro-
~videdsaid Soliba:- - :

Maj. - -Gens“Ariel Dela Vega

“commandet of the Army’s 6thIn. -
fantry Division, said he is happy ./
~that the rebels decided to return

- normal life. ..
- “T am glad that these rebels have
realized ¢he futility of the armed

strugple,” said Dela Vega, adding

‘that town mayor Randy Ecijz Jr.

has given the assurance to address
social issues in the municipality.
An NPA rebel was killed follow-

ing a ﬁretﬁghr with-forces-of the-
“45th" “Infantry * Batealion

Asmy’s
in Oentai Mindoro yesterday

smorning,: said Lt Xy-zon Men-
eses, public. 4ffairs officet of the

Army’s 2nd Infantry Division. .

Meneéses said the soldiers were
‘on a combat operation at around

Page:

_¥7

“R30 gam. -xxf.hén'-they'-'clashed with

about 10 rebels belonging to the
NPA’s Platcon Olip in Barangay
Cambunang, Bulalacao town.
Meneses said the rebels fled af-
ter a five-minute firefight, leaving
behind their slain comrade.:Also

*recovered at the scene’were a 9
mmn pistol, a hand grenade, two
‘magazines for 2 -9 mm gun, and

assorted ammusiition”
No one was reported killed or
injured on the side.of the 45th IB

“which, Meneses said, was conti-

uing to pursue the ﬂemng rebels
as of yesterday aftcmoon - Vi
for Reyes
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:Magumdanaa
i "The 'group’s }ocatwn

.pmpomted and the operatzon is
: .focused n one commumtyj" Supiter

said
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: on(}mw gains. We all; governa
: 'imov' that a “secare’ “Aséan is a-___ ge
progressive Asean,” he Bdded - W
siidThe two{iay meetmg rpsuh;ed e o
 thé signing of a joint statement by 1 [ i
. allthe attending military chiefsof. tbiroms Efforbs wﬂsh ﬂne help of
‘Asean which -ealls for enhanemgf o s and’ the popaaiace have
Joint military exercises andi. s gmﬁcam crippled the. .opemtmm
_humamtarmn a%lstance a,nci ; ’ISISIlEted terrorz i
disaster relief ‘capacities i - :
- Theparticipants also agraeti 0.0 Col EqardAzeval!_},AFP Publie.
- formalize the ACDFIM to bedome Affalrs Dice chief, said that the
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violentideologies and create a coor-
dinated response to non-traditional
threats like disastets.

AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Afo,
who also sits as the 2017 ACDFLM
chairman, spearheaded the call
for the enhancement of ccopera-
tion and collaboration among the

Asean Armed Forces for a more

secure and stable region.

“The threats of terrorism, partic-
ularly the spread of 181S-inspired
extrernism; maritime security con-
cerns and cnslaught of disasters
and calamities becamne the focus of
the meeting and these inspired the

- mutual agreement to forge stron-
ger partnerships,” Arevalo said,

During the meeting's plenary

-gession, Afo emphasized the
- jmportance of maintaining peace

*and stability in-the regional bloc
‘in order to strengthen its economic
leverage and potential.

" "asean has beccme a rising

global econcmic force due to its
 strategic location and economic
activity. It has abundant resources,
- a more integrated market, and
g large combined GDP from its
. members,” Afto said. )

© “By providing security to our
! respective nations, we create a
- better environment for growth and

The Manila Times f Page: A

prosperity. And through pumposive
security cooperation, we actually
help to secure and sustain our
region’s economic gains. We all
know that a secure Asean isa pro-
gressive Asean,” he added.

The Philippines, Indonesia and
Malaysia have an existing rilateral
agreement 1o fight trans-border
crimes, terrorism, piracy and
other terror activities in the Sulu-
Sulawesi-Celebes Sea.

Afio said such pacis "negate the
threats and show that strong mili-
tary cooperation is important in
aligning our security requirements
and initiatives”.

The AFP chief also intreduced
the Deveiopment Support and
Security Plan “Kapayapaan” as
the Philippine military’s ap-
proach to achieve national well-
being through an interplay of
good governance, security, and
development.

“With this intensified holistic
approach, we have made a lot of
headway in our fight againstterror-
ism. Efforts with the help of local
leaders and the populace have
significantly crippled the opera-
tions of 151S {Islamic State in Irag
and Syria)-linked terrorist groups,”
Ao said. PNA
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. chis " . 50 Abu Sayvaf banégits have-:
befieves hls succassorwzil continle - -surrendered in Basilan, Jolo" and
thelr relentless effort in crushmg _Tawi-Tawi due to their relentless
| the bandit group, military operations since this vearn.
~"The campaign (agamst the Ab " Seme 149 ‘Abu Sayyaf bandits
Sayyaf) is the duty of the militaty were also kiliet in Western Mindanao -
organization, All of that is in the based on the tally pfovided by AFP's
operational orders fike "Kapayapaan”.  Western Mindanao -Command. -
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fered heavy ca alt o5 .' b
Meanwh:f&, iwo. ASG members ander
sub leadei Nurhassan }amlrl surrendered'[;i
recently o Joint Task For{*e Basxian under.ﬁ' ;
Col. Juvymax Uy @ ;

]
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nmeit chalt:s Pluhppme Nayy, were -drop
f becanse of his death on Aprit2

P 2

. 183 12-page resolution, the anti- ced 18 vearsm]ajl on thrce £OBNLS, .__2016 e e

gr sart’s First Division jonked ~ of graft, The . cases filed _in T 2011,

'sepatate appeals filed by PN Telin, formet deputy -com- stemmed from a special audit of
- imandant of the Phjhppme Coast | eiected transactions of thf: Phil-

Commanéer Rosendo C. Roque _

Gutt also swept aside as
. mete conjecture defendant Renal-
e« claim of rumors of an impend-

ing coup d’état at the time as the
basus for waiving the requirement

: phes 20 yedrs ago.
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his refers to Conrade R. Banal Iil's column
("Turkish daylight,” Business, 5/4/17).

The Armed Forces of the Philippines would
® iike to express its appreciation for Banal's
interest in the modernization of the AFP—in this
particular case, the procurement of a night
fighting system for our scldiers, airmen,
sailors and marines.

We are pleased to inform Banal that the
specification of "not more than o.85-millimeter
diameter of image intensifier tube” (IIT) set by
the Bids and Awards Commirtee (BAC) is the
requirement demanded by our units operating
in the field. The specification, therefore, was
not made to suit a particular supplier but
is based on a measurement exacted by our
end-users in the frontline, ’

There were actuzlly eight companies that
participated in the Submission and Opening of
Bid Envelopes, but only five were eligible. The
cthers were disqualified following the open bid-
ding competitive procedures, using a nondiscre-
tionary “pass/fail” criterion set forth under
the Implementing Rules and Regulations of
the Government Procurement Reform Act
{Republic Act No. 9184).

Among the five qualified bidders that includ-
ed US-based manufacturers Nightline Inc. and
American Technologies Network Corp., Aselsan
Company of Turkey (Aselsan) was determined to
have the lowest calculated responsive bid.
More importantly, Aselsan met the required
*not more than o.8s-millimeter diameter of
image intensifier tube.” Hence, the award of the
contract to Aselsan,

The fact that Aselsan sourced the eguip-
ment frem an American comnpany {Harris Corp.,
which did not participate in the bidding) is

13

sclely that of Aselsan. The AFP was after
Aseisan's faithful compliance to the specifica-

‘tions by the BAC.

What-concerns us was that Banal, seemingly
given inaccurate information, was made to be-
lieve that, first, Aselsan cannot obtain certifica-
tion as to the 0.85-mm diameter of ITT; second,
that the BAC waived the certification reguire-
ment to cater to Aselsan’s failure; and third, fail-
ing to secure a certification from Harris Corp,,
Aselsan obtained the same from Transvaro which
is another Turkisk company.

For the record and Banal’s kind apprecia-
tion, no certification requirement for Aselsan
was waived, and Aselsan was able to obtain a
certification froim US-based Harris Corp. with
regard to the “"maximum o.85-millimeter”
diameter. What Transvare actually dig was to
assist in the testing, as a third party test is a
requirement for postqualification and to
validate the certificate from Harris Corp. as
submitted by Aselsan.

We are grateful to Banal though for his mani-
fest concern and vigilance over modernization
contracts that the AFP goes into. Much as
those contracts observe processes that conform
to the requirements of the law, we need such
display of concern from concerned Filipinos
like him. We assure Banal, and the rest of our
fellow Filipines, of the AFP's unrelenting
comnirment to fransparency and integrity—for
the best interest of every Filipine, soldier,
airman, sailor and raarine.

LTCRAY C. TIONGSON,

army chief public affairs,

Armed Forces of the Philippines,
ovacpa.army2012@igmail.com
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Abu Sayyaf terrorist in Bohol

TAGBILARAN CITY - Not many knew it, but a terrorist out to sow chaos in Bohol province last week
was almost single-handedly captured by a septuagenarian, dead or alive.

In a rare display of raw courage never heard nor seen anywhere in the war on terror, the 70-year-old
man engaged the Abu Savyaf terrorist intruding in his backyard in a hand-to-hand combat in the town

of Calape at the height of 2 massive military operation against the militant Islamic group.

In an exclusive interview with this writer, Capt. Jojo Mascarifias, intelligence officer of the Central

Command (CEMCOM) of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), related in detail the bravery of a
man known as Lolo (grandpa) Peryong, who confronted Abu Ubayda, the last member of an 11-man

Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) who clandestinely slipped into Bohol last month to create chaos, particularly
kidnapping.

Lolo Peryong was cleaning his backyard in the afternoon of May 15 when Ubayda, armed with an
M16 assault rifle, intruded the perimeter of his house in Barangay Lawis in the town of Calape some

45 kilometers north of this city.
While all his neighbors fled for their lives upon seeing Ubayda, Loio Peryong, armed with a bolo,
bravely attacked the bandit.

Not sensing he was facing a fearless oid man, Ubayda was apparently caught by surprise, with Lolo
Peryong already swinging his bolo at the terrorist.

For one reason or another, Ubayda did not use his M-16 rifle to shoot Lolo Peryong but was able to
parry the oid man’s non-stop bolo thrusts and hacking.

In one instance, Peryong saw an opening and tried to slash Ubayda, but the terrorist managed to
parry and seize the bladed weapon from the old man. But the game old man still engaged the terrorist

in a2 hand-to-hand combat.

Eventually, Ubayda stabbed Peryong, then butt stroke him with his rifie before pursuing army soldiers
arrived and shot the terrorist dead.

Fortunately for Lolo Peryong, the wound was not fatal. He was brought to the hospital where he is
recovering.

The bravery and galiantry of Lolo Peryong against a heavily armed terrorist despite his age was likely
the first in the country or even the whoie world.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Boholanos compared the heroic deeds of Lolo Peryong to the great Boholano hero, Francisco
Dagohoy, who staged the longest revolt in the Philippines against the well-armed Spaniards for 85

years from 1744 to 1826.
During the military operation against the Abu Sayyaf in Bohol, another villager identified as Crisanto
Bancore engaged Abu Asis, Ubayda’s companion, in a brief fistfight while Asis was trying to flee from
BUTSUING GOVEIIIBIT OTGES, = e s e s

Asis was later gunned down before he could escape.

Mascarifias said Ubayda and Asis were the last of the 11-man terrorist group, who slipped into the
town of Inabanga, Bohol last month apparently to destabilize the peaceful island province in Central

Visayas.
The military mounted a massive operation upon learning the landing of a terrorist group in Bohol.

Aside fom the military operation, the AFP Central Command (CEMCOM), hosted a seminar on anti-
terrorism and anti-drug campaign with Bohol officials in this city last May 9.

The seminar was conducted by Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado, CEMCOM deputy commander, who has a
solid background in fighting terrorism as the former commander of Joint Task Force Sulu that

neutralized many Abu Sayyaf terrorists.

Meanwhile, Brig. Gen. Arulfo Matanguihan, commander of the 302nd Infantry of the Philippine Army,
has declared Bohol cleared of the Abu Sayyaf. (PNA)
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ASEAN military heads vow to beef up

Top military officials of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) vowed to work together to fight
terrorism which poses threat to peace and security in the region.

In a statement Sunday, Armed Forces of the Phifippines {AFP) public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo

said the military chiefs from the regional bioc signed the joint statement aimed at enhancing joint military
exercises, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief capacities

The move also seeks to beef up efforts to formalize the ASEAN
Chiefs of Defense Forces Informal Meeting (ACDFIM) which was
first agreed upon by all defense chiefs during the 12th ACDFIM
held in Malaysia in 2015, to become & mechanism to combat the
prevalence of viclent ideologies and create a coordinated
response to non-traditional threats like disasters.

AFP Chief General Eduardo Afio, who also sits as the 2017
: ACDFIM Chair, spearheaded the call for the enhancement of
cooperation and collaboration among the ASEAN Armed Forces

for a more secure and stable region.

“The threats of terrorism, particularly the spread of {SIS-inspired extremism; maritime security concerns, and
onstaught of disasters and calamities became the focus of the meeting and these inspired the mutua!

agreement to forge stronger parinerships,” Arevalo said.

During the meeting’s plenary session, Afio emphasized the importance of maintaining peace and stability in the
regional bloc as a whole in order to strengthen its economic leverage and potential.

“ASEAN has become a rising global economic force due to its strategic location and economic activity. It has
abundani resources, a more integrated market, and a large combined GDP from its members,” Afio said.

“By providing security to our respective nations, we create a better environment for growth and prosperity. And
through purposive security cooperation, we actually help to secure and sustain our region’s economic gains.
We all know that a secure ASEAN is a progressive ASEAN,” he added.

The Phiiippines, Indonesia, and Malaysia have an existing trilateral agreement to fight trans-border crimes,
terrorism, piracy, and other terror activities in the Sulu-Sulawesi-Celebes Sea.

Afio described such move as a way to “negate the threats and show that strong military cooperation is
important in aligning our security requirements and initiatives”.

The AFP Chief also introduced the Development Support and Security Plan “Kapayapaan’, as the Philippine
military’s approach to achieve national well-being through interplay of good governance, security, and

development.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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“With this intensified holistic approach, we have made a lot of headway in our fight against terrorism. Efforts
with the help of local leaders and the populace have significantly crippled the operations of ISIS (Isiamic State

in Irag and Syria)-linked terrorist groups,” Afic said.

All 10 miiitary chiefs of the ASEAN member countries attended the event, which is scheduied to be held in
Singapore next year. (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)

WWW,.DNa.gov.ph
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ASG hurting from ongoing focused military ops
—AFPchiet

The decision of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) bandits to surrender en masse shows that the ongoing military
focused operations in Basilan, Tawi-Tawi, and Sulu are now eroding their will to fight.

This was stressed by AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio during an interview during the sidelights of the
"Balikatan" closing ceremonies last May 19.

"We are seeing this trend right now. For the first time, (we are seeing) them surrendering en masse. It means
that we have already broken their will to fight,” the military official said in Filipino.

Coupled with the positive developments which resulfed in the neutralization of key ASG leaders and members
in the past few weeks, this is a strategic victory, Afio added.

"It means that what ever the ASG decides 1o do, they are beaten and with all the positive developments and
succesful decisive encounters, a large part of their force was whitlled away, (reducing) their capability 1o
conduct terror or atrocities,” Afio stressed.

AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevale earlier said that from Jan. 1 up to May 17, a total of 81 ASG
bandits were killed, with another 50 surrendering, 18 apprehended and 70 high and low powered weapons
seized from the brigands.

Arevalo said the number of surrendered ASG terrorists is unheard of as this is the first time the terrorists have

opted fo surrender en masse.

The AFP public affairs office chief said that the surrendered bandits are also claiming that their finances are
going low due to their inability tc kKidnap new victims and ransom them, crippling their ghifity to acquire

weapons, food and other suppiies.

This lack has caused the morale of the ASG members to plummet making them prone to surrenders. {Priam F.
Nepomuceno/PNA)
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PN's second SSV, BRP Davao Del Sur, to be
commissioned May 31

The ship was launched last Sept. 28. She is the s;ster Shlp of the BRP Tarlac (LD 601) currently the iargest
Filipino warship in commissioned.

BRP Tarlac was commissioned during short ceremonies at Pier 13, Manila South Harbor last June 1. The
Philippine Navy's second strategic sealift vessel, the BRP Davao Del Sur (LD-802), will be formally
commissioned on May 31 at Davao City's Sasa Whart in line with the celebration of PN's 1108th founding

anniversary,

This was revealed by PN spokesperson Capt. Lued Lincuna in an interview with the PNA Saturday.
He added that President Rodrige Duterte is expected 10 attend the ceremony as guest-of-honor and speaker

along with other ranking defense ang military officials.

The BRP Davao Del Sur arrived off South Harbor, Manila last May 8 after departing from the PT PAL (Perserc)
shipyard in Surabaya, indonesia last May 4.

She was named after the province of Davao Del Sur, the home of the country's highest peak Mount Apo and

other rare species of flora and fauna.
"It gives dueirecognition to the province as sanctuary of natural wonders and rarities like the country’s highest

peak Mi. Apc;, the most prized Philippine orchid Vanda Sanderiana, and the endangered Philippine Eagle,
Lincuna said,

Alsc, the namesake takes inspiration from a former PN vessel of the same name notable for its

accomplishments during during the 1980s.
"Naming the vessel after Davao Del Sur is consistent with its predecessor, BRP Tarac (LD-601), which was

also named after a province,” Lincuna added.
She arrived in the Philippines last May 14 after a five-day journey from PT PAL shipyard in Surabaya which
started on May 9.

BRP Davac Del Sur is also a Makassar-ciass landing platform dock like her sister ship BRP Tarlac.
Its delivery completed the two-unit SSV procurement project with an approved budget contract of PHP4 billion

sourced from the AFP Modernization Act Trust Fund.

Just like the BRP Tarlac, the PN's latest SSV will serve as a floating command-and-contro! ship especially in
the conduct of humanitarian assistance and disaster response and will also serve as a military sealift and

transport vessel.

The ship has an overali length of 120 meters,breadth of 21 meters, draft of five meters and can carry a payload
of 2,800 tons.

She has a cruising speed of 13 knots and maximum speed of 16 knots and a minimum operating range of
7,500 nautical miles.

BRP Davao Del Sur can carry 500 troops, two rigid-hull inflatable boats, two landing craft units and three
helicopters. {Priam F. Nepomucenc/PNA)
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