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_ as placed under'::{f‘.;_ '
; mal Iaw even i the clashes © w
. were.. only.’ ‘Marawi: because
g there were also problems '
' other parts of the island. - s mer
7ith: the: cieclaratzon o . ping
uldbe war- . Mar
_rantiess arrests and the sus- - Mat

penmg m Mmdanao based on

Article 7, Section18 of the Con-"
stitution. ‘This is good for’ 60_

days,” Abella said. -
“Foreign Secretary AIan Pe-

ter-Cayetano said Mr. Duterte -

decidedto-cut short his visit to

Russm before he could embark. -
ofi any ef the actlvmes on _‘r.ns--

schedule

- MI. Duterte is remrmng to.i

Manila to submit ‘& report to

Congress within 48 hours of the

declaration of martial law, as
required by the Constitution,

Mr. Duterte’s meeting with
Russian® President Viadimir -

' battie started When governrnent
: -securﬂy forces raided an’ apart--

'Marawi - hours®

ment in Barangay Basak 'in
‘earlier.” The"

i -.:apartment was -adjacent: to'the

'headquarters of the ‘Lanao del

and similar groups have the ca- _'
_pabiliy, though limited, to dis-

turb the 'peace. These have

said,~

of suspected . local . terror-

ists-~including a group led by -

Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapi-
lon—erupted around 2 pm.
- The fighting dragged on for

o

shown no‘hesitation in causing -
“havoce,taking  innocent - lives:
and destroymg pmperty " he .

_ Abella sajd Mr Daterte met__
‘with his adviser before declar-

- ing martial law in Mindanao. -
-~ The clashes between govern-- .
“ment security forces and dozens

bers ag arendezvois site, .
* President Duferte had earli-

er blamed_the Mavite group for

a "night markef bombing in
Davat City that killéd 15 people
in September lastyear. .o

" Hapilon's Abu Sayyaf faction

'has pledged- allegiance to IS m_-
‘hopes of getting financial assis-
‘tance from’ *the Mlddie Eastern'f
.terror gmup ' :

‘A series of clashes between:'_

‘the Maute group and the mili-
‘tary near the town of Piagapo,

Lanao del Sur, last month left at
least 27 militants dead, including
a Malaysian and three Indone-
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ceording tc he'rmhtary

I ...'.__tOWIi according to Zla:' .Alontof'j

‘Th mxlltary operation fo:

' “rhe clashes ™ also took place
Barangay Caloocan: and
i-areas: ofMaraw1 :

Serlior Supt Oscar Nantes
provineial police directo

be.heard in the’ city's’

id : pol emen, 5

-all'the appmpmate equipment

1O SUPPOIt OUir troops.” & -

Speakmg from Moscow eéib_ _
.. masks along the streets leaclmg

'Iler Lorenzana more.
troops would be s ent’ toc”el_ :
force the city,:
three buildings - were " seen.-

: yit's
_hard to 20 olf on the street, we
don't know who the enemy is.
Weate'blacked out and the fires

are ‘continuing,” local broad-
' '_also stood in the middle of the

road as if waiting for soldiers to
-come as people sought cover

caster Ayubkhan Saripada said.

The fighting took placeasa

large pre-Ramadan ‘gathering
of Muslims ended in Marawi, a _

predominantly Muslim city of -

more than 200,000 Ramadan-
could start on Friday or Satur- .

. day, depending on the SLghtmg
of the full moon.

\3

'._.:"enfcrcers on the ground aswell .
“carriers, - also” hattled . ‘Maute

‘group, - members,

here it least“fﬁ'

ling and' iectrxmty wascut
. : ~fronting the hospital

acked by armored personnel”

who' wore
khaki .. uniforms - ‘and - black:
‘fo'the Amai PakPak prov1nc1aI
hospltal. i e _

. Atone pomt a Maute mem-
ber hoisted an 1S‘flag in‘an area-

- "Maute group members
mingle - with  civilians. It's

‘scary,” Macatoon Sam, a resi-

dent, posted on social media,
Sam said Maute members

from buliets.

“Let’s pray for Marawi, Iet 5
pray for the people,” another
resident, Layok Macatoono,
posted on his social media ac-

_count. INQ
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of the' Ph:hppmes (NDFP), the -
- political organization of the Com-
. ‘munist movement, which starts
_ Satiirdayin Noordwxjk Ann-see
nist rebels sixdaysago - “The Nethérlands, - ..
in this city, was released by - Estrada was taken from }ns
the custodxal force of the New residence in Purok Lansones,
-_.Barangay_;San Agustin Norte -
‘here at'7.am. last’ Wednesday
.by about 39 eavﬂy armed m-

Japt.. Al Arithony

g “Pueblas; spokesperson of the
Party of the Philippines (CPP)-:. Army’s:36th Infantry Battalhon
NPA Northeastern Mindanao (36th IB) said.:
Regional: Committee to Tanda Pimentel thanked the NPA

- City Mayor Alexander'Pﬁnente “for letting Estradareturn to his
ai: 1:30 p.m:ion Monday.. - - family and for treatlng h:m weil

Accordmg to the NPA; Es “during his captivity, "

_-trada was reieased asaformo - The released: CAA member
goodwill ahead of the Fifth Rotind - was spatched at his home at 7

- of Pesice Talks between the Phil-  a.ra. last Wednesday May 17
ippine Government (GRP) and = 2017 by the NPA. .

A
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The WManila Times

BY MOH S{ADUDDIN

N intense firefight between the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and
members of the Maute Group started

| late afternoon on Tuesclay in Marawi City, La-
nao del Sur, amid fear of local residents that
a “great war” will come to the city.

The Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines said it initiated the firefight
after receivingreports on the presence
" of armed men in the city. The intel-
ligence community said the bandits
took over Amai Pakpak Medical
Hospital and hoisted the Isiamic State
black flag around 2:40 p.o.

People inside the hospital were
able to upload photos of the ter-
rorists who were seen blocking
the gate using a police patrol car
with the IS flag.

A clash erupted & few minutes
later in Barangay Basak Malut-
lut when the bandits reportedly
ambushed a responding team of
mititary forces.

Another firefight broke out in
Barangay Caloocan, with the ter-
rorists continuously hoisting the
IS flag in Marawi City "to destroy
the peace-loving people of Lanao
del Sur,” the local residents told
The Manila Times,

The Philippine Army used
ground troops with aerial support
and artillery attacks, the residents
said, while the 18 bandits roamed
the city waving the IS flag.

A report said the terorrists took
over the city jail around 6 p.m.

Humanitarian groups dis-
patched their teams to check on
the plight of civilians and the
patients in the hospital.

Page:

Kkt

&j N @ E R A.E TAC K fhis photo shared on social media

shows terrorists blocking the gate using a police patrol car with the Islamic
State flag on its hood. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The provincial government urged
civilians to stay inside their houses,
Last week, several local residents
living near the 103rd Infantry Bri-

gade started vacating their homes

after hearing rumors that the IS
bandits wil! stage massive attacks
on the city.
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~ Troopsclash
in Marawi City

BY VICTOR REYES

GOVERNMENT forces clashed
with the group of Abu Sayyaf
leader Isnilon Hapilon in Marawi
City yesterday afternoon, fout
months after he was suspected 10
have dicd in an air sttike in Butig
town in Lanao del Set.

Lt, Col. jo-ar Herrera, spokes-
man of the Army's 1st Infantry
Division, said Hapilon was with
members of the Maute Group
when the fighting broke cutat 2
residential area in Barangay Basak
arpund 2 p.. :

Hapilon and 2 handful of his
men went from his bailiwick
province of Basilan to Lanao
del Sur to get in touch with the
Maute Group as part of an effort
to establish 2 caliphate of the
Islamic Stase of Iraq and Sysia.

The Abu Sayyaf, the Maute
Group, the Bangsamoto Islamic
Freedom Fighters and the Ansar
Khalifa Philippines have pledged
allegiance to the 1818, The mili-
tary said groups arce secking rec-
ognition from ISIS to get fands.

Air Force fighter jets bombed
the lair of Hapilon and his Maute
Group in Butig rown on January
26, leading to the death of 15 ter-
rotists, including an Indonesian
identified only as Mohisen.

ATP chief Gen. Bduardo Afio
has said Hapilen was geriously in-
jured in the air strike. Last month,
President Duterte said Hapilon
may have died.

Herteta said government tr00ps
jaunched a “sargical operation”
against the group of Hapilon
based after community members
reported to have sighted the armed

group.

{

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilia said the opera-
tion was initiated by the military
and the police, contrary to fu-
mots that the armed group was
the one that started the fight.

“Please do not believe propa-
ganda from other groups,” szid
Padiila. )

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay,
spokeswoman of the AFP’
YWestern Mindanao Command,
said the sympathizers of the
armed group iaunched diver-
sionary attacks to case pressuic
on the core group.

Petinglay said the diversionaty
attacks included the firing of
frearmns neat a hospital “though
these are already contzined.”

She betied reports on social
media that the group has taken
over a hospital, “There is no

“rruth to reports that 250 to 300

men occupied it. Butirs true that
there is ongoing exchange of fire
as of now in Barangay Basak,”
she said.,

As to reports that the group
burned a police station, Petinglay
said: “We have no report oD
that... There is actually a lot of
disinformation.”

Padilla said as of 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, militaty operations in
Marawi City were ongoing and
“sporadic firefight is still con-
tinuing”

The US State Department has
a bounty of up to $5 miilion for
Hapiton’s arrest.

Some residents fied Marawi
when the fighting erupted and
soldiers blocked off roads. Of-
ficials urged residents tO avoid
spreading rumors that rebels bas
seized a hospital. — With Reuters
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ity were: blocked.

government security forces
and the Islamic State-inspired

Sayyaf commander; Isnilon

Hapilon, turned into street o

sklrrmshes

pathizers, according to the
military, apparently joined
them, triggering street fight-
ing that resulted in the clo-

sure of the Marawi-Iligan

highway. Initial reports said
five soldiers were wounded.
The city government ad-

'.".',The city. aise suffered"
wer outages and poor.
igetlular phone signals. All -

try and exit pomts of the _
“ had sympathizers inthe area, -

- fited at government troops, -

billowing in some areasin'the
city as the fighting between -
terror group’s sympathiz-
erslaunched a dlversmnary .
tacticby firing shots inother -
-areas to-ease the pressure -
against the main force of
" the Maute, whose members’

: While there were only 15'-
Maut;a fighters, their sym-..

Maute group, headed by Abu-

' 5 und_ >3 smge, promptmg the mihtary to- ¥
place the entire city under red alert last mght e

v1sed re51den’cs to stayhome -

and keep off the streets..

the Mautes, knowing they
' 'ﬂgla

'flghtmg raged,.

took up posmons in differ-

entaréas.inBarangay-Basak. ¢

A repost said the city po-

lice headquarters was burn-
ing last night. The military
did not confirm the report.
“There is so much dis-
information coming out in
social media. Actually it is
an operation launched by

q

the.' i

. She belied resuients ac-
. counts that around 250 40 -
o 300 Mautes were 'mvolveé t
. The firefight started when - s

'.some__;of £
AmaiPa

neither attacked nor
over by Maute memb

~‘Meanwhile, AFF spokes-
man Brig. Gen. Restitufo

to “remain calm and stay
in their respective homes or .
evacuate to safe"ar@a‘ bt
still can.” i T
“We also appeal 0 all our
citizens to provide informa-
tion on enemy locations and
their movements so we can
swiftly conclude this im-
portant security operation,”
Padilla said.

Padilla called on residents

ise acts of terror- agamst‘
eople o :

‘People sowmg terror and
'ho say. it is bein i
the natne of Islam’ shotild be
ashamed of what they ate
domg h‘é’smdr' L g B
The attack was launched
as President Duterte started
his official visit to Russia,
accompanied by top security
officials including national
police chief Ronald dela
Rosa. — With John Unson,
Ben Serrano

-
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the Philippines and Russia a

coi'w'ei‘g‘iﬁg',j'3‘}5i1f’ﬁMbs‘CbW'has"no' :

intention of ‘becoming ‘@ mili-

tary power in the: Southeast . -

© Agian region even ifitis beefing

iip defense ties with Manild, ac-. 1o
cording to Philippine Ambas- W

sador to Ruséia Carlog Sorre
“The Philippine pivot to Ru
sia atthe sametime

in’cidenice, ends Ip meéﬁﬁg-,_ﬁ‘p'. &
with Russia’s rebalance toAsia. 1.

ry; power in-
 nointers

purély on -econo

- ;.Afmﬁal.es‘tb?i;l::

think the timing s great and we eqple-to-people
Eii-’?é&‘?‘iz advantag . inis- for Moscow 0. sell
a. told reporter nsto-the Philippine mili-

President” Duterte's:
Moscow on Tuesday. A
“He ’said, -howevet,” that

- tary were'
~ fense” Secretary peélfin ‘Loren-
* zana's 'visit to Moscow last De-

& discussed-during De=-

. Sorreta. said any Russian-
.wéapons sale to the Philippines -
- agaitist the West in an interview

Philippines’ valué toRissiawasas.
an économic partner, and Moscow ..
was eager to perk up sluggish

OFFICE OF pugsia, such as dried mangoes,

would iszé'_liﬁto"_xiditi(;)nai, i
" “ think.onie of the best aIg
‘ments is there are no condition-

alities. The arms will be sold
and they trust us to use’[them]

properly,” he said.

. “] have always believed our
brave men and women in uni-
form should not be going to bat-
tle carrying arms attached to
strings that run all the way o
Washington . . . that’s what's
been happening,” he added.

In trade, Sorreta said the
Philippines was looking to ex-
port agricultural products, es-
pecially banana, to Russia.

“Russia is a huge market for
bananas. They love bananas. They
irmport one biliion doHars worth
of bananas a year. One billion, can
you imagine that?” be said.

The Philippines exporis a

few agricultural products to

Moscow past 11 p.m. on Monday-
{early Tuesday in Manila) for a -

four-day official visit..

He was welcomed by Rus-
sian Ambassador to the Philip-
pines Igor Khoavagv and
Deputy Foreign Minister Igor
Viadimirovich Morgulov and
given military honors at the
Vnukove Alrport. S

Western ‘double talk’ .

Mr. Duterte’s trip to Russia
is part of his “independent for-
eign policy” that has seen him
shifting away from the United
States, the Philippines’ long-
time ally, which he has accused
of hypocrisy and of meddling in
his country’s affairs for criticiz-
ing his bloody war on drugs.

He aired ig%\milar sentiments

¢ gave 1o Russian television net-

start a good working relation-
ship with Russia. Why? Because

the Western world, the EU and

everything—it's all this double
talk,” he said. ' o

Mr. Duterte has also em-
braced China as .an ally, thank-

. ing it profusely for the econom-

ic aid and grants it has promised

" to give thé Philippines after his

visit to Beijing last October.
INGQ

WATCHTHEVIDEO
) fittp:/ fingnews/ DutertelnRussia -

_ o owwrTotal: 5285, 5295

:

ofkRT before flyinig to Moscow..
e '_afn" now ‘workisg ‘on'al-
liance with China, and 1 hope to
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tinue. holdmg talks on the'im-
_ plementatmn of the 1996 peace
N etween the gov—

*Court Branch 158 m'Pasug City

'.‘granted Mistari’s petition not’ =

_-to ‘arrest -hini"on.charges con--
iege of Zamboan- -

MNLE: forces. .. .
: motton dated May 5 seekmg an

“nected to th

-of Apnl 27,

“The Court recogmzes that -

the “siz-month period is too
short to attain the much de-
sired peace in Southern Philip~
ines through the active partic1~
pation of accused Misuari in
the GPH-MNLF Peace Process
-or Peace Talks," Modesto San
. Pedm satd.

% The Judge also noted that
-the prusecutmn has not filed

any opposﬂmn to 'Mlsuan

Modesto-San’ _ Pedr

'.dered the Ph111pp1ne National
Police, the Armed Forces of the;

Philippines; the National Bu-

- reau of Investigation, and oth~

er law enforcement agencies
not to implement the arrest
warrants against Misuari until
Nov. 16,

She also dtrecteci Mlsuan,

_the Department of Justice and
the Office of the Presidential

|

The government- ;
anels were scheduled

" “For ‘the homent, we €x-
press strong support to the

bold and fresh initiatives ‘of

Pre51dent Duterte to seek sus-

‘tainable peace with justice in

the land,” she said.
She promised, however,
that the city government -would

:_"‘pursue our cases in court
against him and the MNLF

members responsible for the-

siege. ” _JUDY QUIRGS INQ
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Y KATION'S LEADINDG RLEHE

~the-group: -
% This’ ‘recent

E"accomphshment will armuslyE
“degrade the ‘BIFF, which propa-”
. gates’ terronsm by conductmg"

bombing . activities' in Central
Mindanao,” Galvez said.’

“Ali was a notorious bomb' .
instructor and a protégée of the.
Jate Basit Usman. Just like Us-

man, he was an expert borab
trainer of newly recruited BIFF
members,” he added. |

Aside from neutrahzmg Al

military and police operatives
also seized several firearms
and war materials in the series

R

.Mégmndanao atia; m. Monday

.yesterday said that the -
e of 4 notomous_

- (Wesmincom), said tbe death of -
.;BIFF ‘bomb instructor Murad

. Ali in Barangay -Capiton, Datir .
Qdin Sinsuat, Magumdanao, on -
. Monday served as a‘mg biow to i

- Operatives : ‘of the 603rd Bri-
s comiposed-of troops from

g

‘the 5th Special Forces Battalion
“-and the 19th }_anantry Batialion,
“and the Criminal Tnvestigation

and - Detection Group-Autono-’

Frous: Region iin ‘Miislim. Mind-

anao (CIDG- ABMM) ‘conducted
mt operations at | the ARMM

ed on the stréhgth “of ‘search

-~ warraits issued for violation of
- RepubhcAct 9516 or “AnAct Tnr

posing Stiffer Penalties for Cer-

“tatn Violations of Hegal/Unlaw-
i fil Possession of EXplo’swés' and
RA 10591 or illegal possession of
“firearms issued by Judge: Alex=

ander M- Betoya of the' Regxonal :

' ':"mai Court of Cotabato City.

- Amornig . the - itéms . selzed

+were 60mm HE mortar rounds;

a fragmentation grenade; an.
Ingram; and suspected compo-
nents of an Improvised Explo-

"sive Device, composed of seven

pieces of nine-volf battery, 18
blasting caps, nine battery con-
neciors, four sets of cutting
tools, four ceflular phones, a
radio, a detonating cord, a GPS
andalaptop
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g
De parﬁwentof NmmnalDe-
- Bervice (PAS) chief, Dir
5 tur Arsenio Andolong
i Discharged from the
¥ '-_'.semce were ofe military
b, g prohibited -officer; 64 enlisted person- . xmssal from gervice iof the
-mfwmzﬂls‘wﬂwﬁmb nel 14 civilian antve aux- AFF, personnel is part, of

: -As:pm't'of;the' uppurh"
'to President’ Roﬂngﬁ Du=

terte’s ipriority;sthrust

againgt the. prohferahon of

ilegaldriogs, the DND ot
.ditetedsa DIND). wide' gem :
T :

'--mxssmned Oﬁﬁcer Club in:

i Camg1
: Y semmazr thh 6
I “theme“A Drog-Free De-
fense is'a Credible Defense,”:
‘| was-attended by Tepresen-:
/| tatives from ' the Philippine;
i Drug Enforcement Agency-
- {PDEA), Dangerous Drugs:
. Board {DDB), Depariment
“of Health (DoH), Civil Ser--
" yice Commisaion{CSC);and -
{Depariment of Social’ Wel-:
fare and™ Development
(DSWD), Driscussed during
the seminar were the Gle-
bal and National Dru
Situation, Government Ef-
forts, Programs and Activi-
ties on Drug Prevention and |
I Control; Treatment and
Rehablht.atmn, Guidelines
t for & Drug-Free Workplacs,
and the Reintegration and
Transformation Program of
the Nationai Government.
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~CAFGU member, pinalaya
+ <L CABGU memiberia si Jeremias E.
Eetrada, kasapi ng Matho Patrol

CTANDAGHCITY @ =
Makalipas ang anim na araw
na pagkakabiha_g;‘--pinalaya na
nitong Lunes ng New People’s
Azmy (NPA) ang dinukot nifong
tauhan ng Civilian Armed Forces
Geographical Unit {CAFGU) sa
| Palo Cinco, Barangay Buenavista,

Tandag CitysSurigao del Sur,
Kinilala.ang pinalayang

Base; sa Bgy. Matho sa bayan ng

- Cortes. -

Pinalaya si Bstrada ng guerilla-
Front Committee 30 ng NPA
Northeastern Mindanao Regional
Committee sa ilang lokal na
opisyal, sa pangunguna i Tandag
City Mayor Alexander Pimentel, at

4

nangNPA
ings amamahiayag bandang 1:30
ng hapon sa Tandag City, bago

“siya ibinalik sa mga kaanak:: -

Bandang 7:00 ng umagaitong -

. Mayo 17 nang dukutin ng NPA si

Esirada mula sa kanyang bahay sa
Purok Lansones, Bgy. San Agustin
Norte, Tandag City.

Mike U. Crismundo
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NPA frees milltiaman o
- BUTUAN CITY-A memiber of the Citizen Armed Fozces:..
‘Geographical Unit kidnapped by New People’s Army
{(NPA) rebels in Tandag City was freed on Monday. .+ 1
. Jeremias ‘Estrada; 58, whs released fo merhbers of the .
1{ocal crisis committee led by Mayor Alexander Pimentel =7
and third party facilitators in Sitio Palo‘Cinco, Barangay ™
Buenavista, e T T )
. Fstrada weas taken from fits home in Purok Lansones; - -
Barangay San Agustin Norte on May 17" ~Ben Serrano.

&
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Gov't forces, Maute group clash in Marawi City

From CNN Phitippines (May 23): Gov't forces, Maute group' clash mMaraWr C:ty

Governmeni forces clashed with members of the rebel group Maute in Marawi City. Lanac del Sur on Tuesday.

Reports said armed men have taken over the Amai Pakpak Medical Center, with the group allegedly repiacing the
Philippine flag with a black flag, supposedly representing the islamic State (iSis).

They have also reportedly blocked checkpoints in the vicinity.

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) First infantry Division Spokesman Lt Col. Jo-Ar Herrera said the firefight started
2 p.m. at Barangay Basak Malutlut,

oNalkatangap o tayo ng repott from the community, meron silang nakitang mga armada.. na-checkpo natin na
ito pala vung ane, yung core group ng Maute, so nag-launch po favo ng surgical operation hara I-neutralize 'vung
grupo pamay planong mag-ano ng terorismo sa Marawi City,” Herrera said, [Translation: We received a report
from the community, they saw armed men...we checked that this is the core group of Maute ‘sowe launched a
suragical operation to neutralize the group planning to incite terrorism in Marawi Citv]

He added Abu Sayyaf leader lsnilon Hapilon was among the 15 armed men seern in the area,

Herrera said white firefight has ended, clearing operations are still ongoing, as at least five members of the government

force sustained injuries.
Redoble Adonis of Camp Ranao said a group inspired by I1SIS attacked the 103rd Brigade, situated at Camp Ranao in
Marawi City.

"The AFP members directly blocked their way resulting to exchange of fire. Accordingly. not less than 500 members of
Maute {Isis) tied fo penetrate the camp. GT Marawi situated ai Campo Ranaw. Marawi City is about 300 meters from the

piace of the attacked,” Adonis said.
However, AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilia said 3 combined military and police force initiated the operation in
iarawi.

"W e received reliable info on Hapilon an¢ a number of his cohorts. Updates to follow as the operation is still ongoing.”

Padiliz said.

Marawi City Mayor Majul Gandamra toid CNN Philippines’ News Night the hospital under siege is just about 2 km away

from the city hall.

"Right now. based on initial information. no casualties reporled...we are coordinating with the millitary. wala po silang

casuiaties na sinabi.” Gangamra said.

Trere are eyewliness reports that the Maraw City Jail anc the Dansaian Junior Coliege were on fire.
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Heavy fighting breaks out in Marawi City ahead of Ramadan

From the Guif News {May 23} Heavy fighting breaks out in Marawi City ahead of Ramadan

Military reports presence of Abu Sayyaf leader lsnilon Hapilon in the area

Clashes erupted Tuesday affernoon in Marawi City between sécufity forces and meribers of the Maute tarror in
two villages of the city as sources said militants have seized several government instaliations,

Beports reaching Manilz said heavy fighting broke out at around 3pm in the villages of Caloocan and Basak
Malatut as police commandos, backed by units of the Philippine Army 103rd Brigade based in Marawi City, Lanao
del Sur, clashed with an armed aroup believed to be members of the Maute or the Dawaah Islamivah, 2 group that

had pledged allegiance to the Middie East and North Africa-based Daesh.

“| was told by my relatives in Marawi Clty that they had never witnessed fighting this heavy since the 1870s
during the Moro - uprising® Liningding Abato Drieza told Gulf News in a phone interview from Cagayan de Cro.
“TheMaute are besieging the city {ail and are trying to free some of their jailed comrades.” he said, adding tha! the
militants are already holding a number of hostages taken from & local hospital and have entered the campus of the
Mindanao State University.

Certain areas of the city are also without power.

Cagayan de Oro City in Northern Mindanao is located & little more than a hundred kilometres away from Marawt City.

Armed Forces Spokesperson Brigadier Restituto Padilla said they received information that Abu Sayyaf leader isnilon
Hapiton is in the area,

Repaorts said the air force had launched air strikes against targets in Marawi City 1o dislodge the militanis.

It can be recalied that in November 2016 and January 2017. Maute militants attacked and occupied the municipality of
Butig in Lanao del Norte, resulting in dozens of casualties for both sides.
Butig is less than 50 kilometres away from Marawi City.

Lanao del Sur provincial police director. Senior Supt. Oscar Nanies. said the police, backed by the army, tried {o serve
search warrants when armed men opened fire.

Marawi City is located in a strategic area separating the Zamboanga peninsula in Western Mindanao, and Northern

Mindanao. -
Drieza said Marawi City residents are apprehensive that Martial Law would be deciared of hostilities continue.

The fighting also took place as Muslims sef to observe Ramadan fasting month.

The Maute has founded by brothers Omar and Abdulls Maute who had been exposec o radical Islamic {eachings during
their time in the Middle East.

Successive government offensives against the Maute group over the past several month had resulted in the death of
some of its members, According to the military, the radical organisation were recruiting youngsters to its fold in recent

weeks,
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Clash erupts as troops raid Marawi hideout of 1S-linked fighters

From GMA News (May 23): Clash erupts as troops raid Marawi hideout of 1S-linked fighters

Updated 8:37pm - Five soldiers were wounded on Tuesday in a clash when they raided an apartment where
islamic State-linked militants were hiding in Marawi City, the army said.

The focus of the raid was about 15 militanis belonging to the Maute aroup, which has piedged allegiance to

islamic State in the Middle East.

The fighting was still gaing on by nightfall.

Lt. Col. Jo-ar Herrara, an army spokesman, said the military was acting on information that isnilon Hapilon, a leader

of the Abu Savyaf group, wag among the militants hiding in the apartment in Marawi City,

The US State Department has a bounty of up to $5 million for his arrest.

linked with Islamic State. & source of growing concern for

The Maute and Abu Sayyaf have an alliance and are ooth
litants in the Philippines.

President Rodrigo Duterte. who has warned of the expanding influence of the mi
No hospital takeover
nn Petinglay, spokesperson of the military's Western Mindanag Commanc, beliec reports thata

For her part, Capt. Jo-a
hospital was taken over by the bandits.

"There is no trith toreports that 250 to 300 men occupied it. Butits frue that there:is ongoing exchange of fire as

of now in Barangay Basak,” she said.

of the Humanitarian Emergency Action and Respanse Team of the Autonomous

Myrna Jo Henry, information officer
omous Region in Muslim Mindanao Gov,

Region in Muslim Mindanao, said & crisis comm ittee has been activated by Aulon
Mujib Hataman 1o validate reports and assess the situation in the city.

Henry said they are trying to validate reports that the armed group occupied the Amai Pakpak Medical Center and

a Bureau of Jail Managementi and Penology facility,
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Soldiers, Maute group battie in Marawi City

From MindaNews {May 23): Soldiers, Maute group battie in Marawi City

policemen in downtown

aroup ambushed Tuesday troops from the 1st Infantry Division and
residents,

Suspected members of the Maute
Warawi Oy Bt took cotitrel of partsof the area causing.panic among

| Disaster Rigk Reduction and Managermient Office chief said the clagh

Retired colonel Tatar Boriongan, Lanao Del Sur Provincia
nao State University Compound in Marawi Qity’s Basak Malulut village.

erupted around 2pm at the lower portion of the Minda

*Civilians now are in panic, here is tensicn in many corners of the downtown area. so we advised the public o stay in their houses as

situation is still unpredictable.” Boriongan sand.

e office due to reports that the Maute aroup had put up checkpoints.

He said gyen their team could not get out&f th

He added thay were slill trying {0 ascertain i there had been civilian casualties.

onducted law enforcement operation on Tuesday afternoen

4st Infaniry Division s}iakesperson Lt Col Joar Herrera said thev ¢
hat suspected terrorists led by Abu Sayyaf leader lsniton

together with police forces in the province in response to reports ¥
Hapilon were conducting community organizing among residents.

Basak Malulut gunfire greeted the government forces forcing them to fire back. Herrera said

But upon regaching
eciion, said the armed men who ambushed

Reports raaching the Nonviolent Peace Force {NP). an institution working for civilian prot
the soldiers and policemen positioned themselves at @ mosgue,

As of Tuesday afternoon there were nc reporis of casuallies on either side.

ht areas in Marawl being controlied by the ‘armed group.
Higultto move around because the firgfight continues.”

Kamran Shah of NP saig “the situation is pretty bad, There are €id
Officials are not allowing people fo-move argund and it's really di

ed group has reportedly taken conirol of Barangays Saber. Sariman

ok, Mapandi, Amai Pakpak, the area near the

The arm
provincial jail. Malutiut. and Calogkan,

“Basak Malutiui 15 just pear Langcap where the police headquarlers 15 iocated and & Mindanao Staie University-main campus,”

Nohman Khalil of NP said.
from a CCTV footage in her house. of armed

n Facebook photos seemingty grabbed
akar Markar where the heavy clash took

flace parading rear Masjid Abub

Resident Norhanidah Macatoon posted o
men with high-powered firgarms wegating camoul

place.

“Altahy Akbarl Brothers and Sisters nlease stay In your houses”.

was hoisted inside Amai Pakeak Hospital. which is near the city hall and the

A flag of the islamic State of lrag and Syria (1818}
onomous Region in Mushm Mindanao Humaniatian Emergency Action Response

Army's brigade station. & repon confirmad by the Aut
Team (ARMM-HEART).

“it caused panic (¢ civiliansg inside the hospilal but none of them are usec as shields by the armed group. They only raisec the black fiag

there” saic Abul Alibasa. & resident of Marawi Gity who is manitoring the developments.

“rhere is aiso violence happening near Haifah Palace of Calookan of Marawi oity " Alibase said.

ciane and nurses on tuly there are safe and okay per our communicalian. Emplayees are n hiding. May mga sundaic
negotiaie nila {+ hope they can negotiate) peacefully. Flease spare the
¢ gukan and an empioyee of Amai Pakpak hospital.

“Ali of the physt
na daw duon sa may {There are soidiers a1 the) gate. Sana ma

hapiess patenis al the hospital.” said Omai Alar, wiie of Marawi
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She said it would appsar that the attacks in vanous parts of the city were simulianaously done.
*} heard bombs and guafire. The 1515 flag was raisec in our hospital,” Dr. Sainucdon Moti saic.

When asked how many palients were inside the hospiial, he could not give a figure.

----- Ry iney-are-okay they are okay.” assured Atar, S e . .

The movement of the armed group within the city caused {raffic congestion, saig Drieza Lininding on Facebook.

“The Marawi City jail is aiso under siege. Oh my Allah. spare my family and refatives from any harm.” Lininding added.

Maulans Macadato, who was inside his residence during the siege. was able 1o take hoid of an 1318 flag carried by the group.

He saig it wouid appear that the atiackers were controlling the trafiic.

“Meanwhile, as conflict escaiales, we also have power interruptior.” said Javier Alonio, another resident.

Some teachers were able to get out of MSU and flee to lligan City. about 40 kilometers away from Marawi.

Calis for peaceful resolution

Several Maranaos living in Marawi and other areas posted #savemaraw ane #pravioriviarawi on social medis 1o call attention to the

siiuation

Minc Macalandap. a residenti, posted: “lt may have gone beyond man's control t can only oifer my prayers for my Ranao.”

Akrar Lalip, & native of Lanao Sur, opined: "The best solution for Marawi City now & for the AFP to disengage the ISIS Group. If they
push tnrough with the military operation the city will be lefl with total destruction, Let the Local Executives, Ulama, Elders and other
influential people taik with the iSIS Group anc aliow them 10 leave in peace. That s the best way 10 protect the civilians and avoid moere

casuaties ang destruction.’

“Please keep the civilians safe in Marawi City. | cali on the government to help the civilians evacuaie the area safely. Many of the
studenis are irapped in their schools, among them are my relatives, | pray to Allah swi to please keep them safe fram harm.” said
Maisars Damdamun, a commissioner of the Bangsamoro Transition Commission.

mec groups anc government forces. the tigan-Marawi highway has been closed.
@n and children who might be caught in the crossfire. And | pray for the safely and
r famifies, and other residents there. May this disturbance

“Ag the City becomes a battleground between ar
promgting fears of a food shortage. | fear for the wom
protection of MSU stutients, faculty, administration officiats and staff and thel

be 2 short one.” said James Mante. an alumnus of MSU.

Others posied tips on how to keep themselves safe.

“Let us all pray for the fast resolution of the chisis, Marawi-basad lawyar Adom Masarambor pigadaed.

ARMM Governor Muiiv Hataman calied for an emergency meeting ant activated & technical management group monitoring

geveiopments in Marawi.
The Maute group, which has claimed to embrace the IS5 cause, has been the wrget of military and police operations in recent months
in Bulig and Piagapo fowns in Lanao def Sur.
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AFP's DSSP 'Kapavaan' very effective vs terrorism

From the Philippine News Agency (May 23): AFP's DESP 'Kapayaan' very effective vs terrorism

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)'s Development Support and Security Plan (DSSP) "Kapayepaan® has proven to be

very.effective in the milftary's ongoing anti-terror campaian in Mindanao.

This was stressed by AFP chief-oi-staff Gen. Eduardo Afo. adding that this approach to attain national well-being throuch

interplay of good governance. security, and development.
"With this intensified holistic approach, we have made & iot of headway in our fight against terrorism. Efforts with the help o local

leaders and the pooulace have significantly crippted the operations of ISIS (Istamic Siate in irag and Syria)-linked terrorist groups.” he

added.

AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo earlier said that from Jan. 1 up to May 17, a total of 81 ABG bandits were
killed, with ancther 50 surrendering, apprehension | of 18 and captured of 70 high and low powered weapons seized from the

brigands.

Arevalo saic the number of surrenderac ASG terrorists is unheard as this is the first time the terrotisis have opted 1o surrender an

masse.

The AFP puiiic affairs office chief said that the surrendered bandis are also claiming that therr inances are going low due 1o their
inability to kidnap new victms anc ransom them, crimping on tneyr ability to acquire weapons, food and other supplies.

This lack has caused the moraie of the ASG members to piummeal, making them prons to surrenders.

"Kapayaan” was laynched by the AFP last January. [t succeeded "Bavanihan® which formally ended last Dec. 31, having been

taunched on Dec'. 22, 2014,

While "Bavanthan'"s strategic approach is the whele-of-nation approach that focused on security aspect, "Kapavapaan is
centered on the AFF* support to the challenges on governance, development and security.

Rt Awww.pria.noy. shiaricies/980 152
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PATH TOWARDS PEACE | Three (3) NPAs
Surrenders to 8IB in Impasugong

e
Alvir Sernbiags

s PR

TUKIANON

ok FhRD

IDNON (DWDD) — Three member of the NPA surrenders to the 8" Infantry Battalion as its Headquariers in

BUK
Impasugong today.

r, 8th Infantry Battalion, in the morning of 22 May 2017, three

members of the New Peopie's Army surrendered themselves bringing along with them assorted firsarms.
Former rebels who previously surrendered facilitated the return of their comrades back to the government by

taking initiative in making them understand to choose a neaceful path.

According to 1LT Erwin P Bugarin, CMO Office

race the path towards peace and development. This is the
ho got lost find their way sack to their community. Armed
be a way to achieving just and lasting peace.

The Philippine Army welcomes all those who emb
product of us working together and heiping those w
Struggle wili never be a solution 1o resolve issues nor will it

¢ and their members now question the ideals of the organization which

By now, growing awareness spreads fas
ate to give peace a chance. 818 CMO / MCAG

they are still a member of. It is never 100 |
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