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. §aid %}‘112 government peace

B aniel would Tiot participate
-irf*the scheduled fifth round
of ‘peace talks uniess the CPP

. ensures that it can stop its
armedwing, thé New People’s

- Armiy: (NPA), from launching

offensives.

- Two c1v1]1an auxﬁlaxy offi-
cers were wounded yesterday
in an.atfackby suspected NPA
guerrillas in Bukidnon.

- The fifth round of talks was
. set from May 27 to June 1 in
Noordwiik in the Netherlands.

This was the second time
that the peace talks hil a snag.
In February, President Duterte -
suspended the talks after the g
NPA violated the unilateral -
ceasefire and launched attacks ™
which kifled several soldiers

Turn to Page 5

i J i

and police officers.

NDF senior adviser Luis
Jalandoni firsl 1old journalisis
that the government panel had
cancelled the lalks.

lalandunt said the govern-
ment ciled the continuing NPA
offensives for calling oft the
talks, “But they did not men-
ton the conerele reality on the
ground that requires the NPA
to defend the peopie on the
ground,” he said,

Dureza and government
peace pane) chairman Silveste
Bello 11 denied Jalandoni’s
claims, saying the governmen!
will wait for the CPP-NDY 1o
recali the NPA nifensives e
fore they would refurn to the
peace leble

“e are not cancelling the
peace laiks, Wo are wailing for
the recall of the NPA Tolenhs-
fied attacks,” Durera s,

In Manila, presidential
spokesman Ernesto Abella
gquestioned the siceniy of the
CPI-NEN i pursuing peace
etiorts.

The CPP-NDF carlier or-
dered the NPA (ooiniensihy
atlacks aller President Dulerte
declared martial law in Mind-
anau due 1o the Marawi siege

Dureza said the govern-
menl is owrliimg weowalt for
arother two davs lor the CPP-
NDE Lo order theiy lorees on
the ground tostop the attacks,

myz_uu:iﬂit}mal

Dureza ciled what he de-
scribed as the “defiant, blatant
and serious challenge” hurled
by the CPP-NDF al tw gov-
errment.

He said the communist reh-
els have Tailed o reciprocale
the personal show ol goodwill
:md trasl extended by the
PlL“siL}i’Ili to their leaders.

The government panel is
now ueft withoul any wther
recourse but (o announce, with
due respect leouar counlerparts
and fe our Jaciliateorn, (he Royal
Norwegian government, (hai il
will nol procecd Lo parlicipale
mthe scheduled dith rounds of
puace negotiations unti! there
are chear indications that an en-

abling envirenment conducive -

1 achieving jusl and sustain-
able peace i the land throug
peace negoliations across this
table shall provarl,” Duresa
said 15w stalemoent senl frum
the Netherlands,

Dureza thanked the Koval
Norwepian government for
“rteadtastiv and tully LI~
poiting Lhe
e,

ot work lur -

l.oom - Telno. {02; 54

neople. Securing (he fanc.
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“itrusi it will understand
why the Thilippine govern-
mend arrived al the decision,”
he saids

Saving the road to peace is
1ol welt paved, Dureza urged
the CPP-NDF 1o “stay the
course in this nol-so-casy road
to peace in our land.” '

At the starl of hns statement,
[Dureza voiced oplimism there
would be developments in
the peace Negoliations. But he
noted the “upscale of incidents
of offensive atlacks by the New
Peopk's Ay throug hout the
country.”

e povernment panel also
cited the percepnion thai the
NPA has apenly defied the
President’s call lor peace.

Lureza expressed concern
vver the admission of some
CPI-NDE panel mwmbers that
iheir feaders hiave no controt
over thuly forces on the ground,

“While we have gone this
tarand the Filipino people are
rouvling ur suUprparting us, thore
arechalienges that we must io-
sether address as we meet here
todav on the scheduled lxllh
round of Pprace !u.“i)lld‘lnns
Dureza said in his apening
statement.
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Jalandoni said despite the
sovernmet’s ullimatom, the
rebef allacks would continue.

Meanwhile, 1he Department
of the Interior and Local Gov-
ernment ordered the police
16 be vm alert tltowing the
suspension v the peace falks.

Sen. Antonio Trillanes 1V
expressed support [or the de-
cision of the admiristration o
suspend the paace talks,

“Ihe communists have been
Laking advaniage of the ialls
Ly consclidating their ranks
and atlacking povernment
troups,” Trillanes said.

He urged the administra-
tion 1o remove key govern-
ment otficials who were [or-
mer members of the commu-
nist movemeni.

"The administration must
kick oul segrotanies Mariano
and Tagurwalo since (hey have
been using their positions to
turther the cause ol the CPP-
NPA Trillanes said, referring
Lo Agrarian Reform Secretary
Rafael Mariano and Social
Welfare and Development
Secrelary Judy Taguiwalo.

Mariano and Taguiwaio
are vel (o be conlirmed by
the Commission on Appuinl.
ments. - With Epynanuel
Tupaz, Marvin Sy, AFP
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- "The main purpnse of the of-

ness and to maintain normalcy in
Marawiso that'ots people here,our
countrfmen, car:: J:eturn, espemally
by Ramadari,”*he séid.?
He said the presence ‘of the ter-
rorists in their midst was preventing
MusHm residents of the city from
peacefully observing Ramadan.
“1t is in. this light that there is a
need to deliberately employ forces

and air assets to target with preci-

sion selected, identified and already
igolated terrorist locations,” Galvez
said. _

He said even Muslim soldjers de-

ferred their observance of Ramadan -

so they could help defeat the terror-
ists and restore normalcy in the city

“pity the, civilians and ‘the women

j 1 -Armied Forces.of fhe.P}uhppmes
i {AFI-‘) chlef’Gen Eduardo Al sa_xd

“andin the. rest- of Mlndanao o

fensive is to suppress the lawless- . C4Our Muslim soldiers for ,nGW{

ighers ware fighting alongside:
the ~gunmen in 'Marawz, meludmg_

L We suspect that, but we're.
validating,” ‘he'said'on reports tha’t'"
-4--f'f01f6i,'g-h- £ ghters-wer ‘nelping the:

Maute mxhtagats i i

2t the geted ares,.
= g caught in ‘the - Co,ja» 'Res‘atuto Padilia said govemment
d "I hope‘thls\ends 5001, > orces were working to “clear *the

- city: of all rémnants of this group.”
He a1d some cwlhans refused

need to give their share of sacrifices

in ordérto make sure thaf Islam
beliévers fiom Marawi can soon go“-"
backtoheirhomes and observe Ra-

madan,” the Westmincom chief said.

“Our Muslim soldiers who .are”
in Marawi need to sacrifice for now’
and defer their religious practice
until we can address the situation
in Marawi,” he pointed out. ..

Galvez said civilians are endur-
ing “extreme deprivation” because
government services are Lmavaﬁable
and shops are closed. L

“These terrorist afrocities contiri-
ue to sow terror and confusion even
to non-combatant Muslims and

Christians,” he said in a statement.

— 18l ne, {UZ] ban-8o5b Local: 525,

5295
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to evacuate because they want to guard
their homes, slowing down government

operations. _ -
“But that's fine as long as civilians aze

not hurt,” Padilia said.

e T as muchas we would like to avoid.
collateral damage, these térrorists-are
forcing the hand of government by hid-
‘ing and holdingout inside private homes,
" governmerit buildings and other facilities.
Their refusal to surrender is holding;the

city captive,” he said. -

“We appeal for everyone's under- “

standing as we take the necessary steps:o
~accomplish our mission-and prevent the
loss of more ‘innocerit lives and ‘damage
to propetty,” Padilla said. - . o
. ‘Open to dialogue '

At Malaxcaﬁang, President Duterte’s :

spokesman Ernesto Abella said the:Chief

terror group in the spirit of Ramadan. -
“In this spirit of Muslim peace, the
President has offered the hand of peace-
ful dialogue to terrorist groups, to aveid
bloodshed in this time of prayer, fasting
and mercy,” Abella said yesterday. .
“With 2ll faiths, we pray that God re-
store and preserve peace in Mindanao,”

he said.

“The Palace issued a statement of ;

solidarity with the Muslim community
as Islam’s observance of Ramadarn began

yesterday.

“"We stand with Muslim Filipinos in !

their reverent observance of the holy

month of Ramadan. Together we pray for |

an end to terrorism that falsely claims to
advance Islam and seeks to subjugate our
land tothe brutal I8, Abella said.

The Palace also took time to pray for
the policemen killed in the initial fighting
with the Maute group.

“We take a moment to remember some
of the first casualties in the May 23 attacks
in Marawi City; Marawi City Police Senior
Insp. and Intelligence Unit chief Freddie
Manuel Solag, from Baguio City, and two
members of Special Forces, First Lt. John
Carl Morales and Special Forces Marion
Baldovino, both of Kabacan, North Cota-
bato,” Abella said. _

While claiming he is open to diaiogue,
Duterte said on Friday he had instructed
the military to kill anyone brandishing un-
lHicensed firearms in Mindanao, especially
if thev resist when accosted.

Executive is open to negotiation withthe | been evacuated.

_ The Maute group has emerged trom

the glut of bandit and separatist groupsin -
Mindanao. It is seen as & tactically smart,
social media savvy group eager fo align.
‘withdS militants. . .

© Securitysexperts say Mindanao could
becorne a drawfor regional extremists and
the Maute's alignment with the ISmnd its
ability to'take on the military couild sup-

i port moves to secure fynding and recruit

foreign and local fight8%s. . .. .

A city of 200,000 people, Maravi is
mostly deserted, with:ibfficials saying
“89-90 percent” of thé population has

Some residents remain in réfaﬁ{\_fely séfe
neighbors but others are trapped clese to
the fighters from the Maute gfoup and

“other militants from the area. -

.. I5's Amag news agency claimed respon-
sibility for the Marawi unrest, although
thatcamnemorethana day afier it started.
The military said Maute has yet to be
endorsed by :the 15.as one of its affiliates.
: The militaritsthave conirol of some
governmerit buildings, including a jail,

¢ which was seized on Tuesday, leading
. to the.escape of more than 100 prisoners,

including some Maute members. .-

~ -1 saw them near the highway. I saw
ISIS there. T could tell because they wore
black headbands with the ISIS signs,”
sald one man fleeing Marawi by foot,

i who iderntified himself as Musa. “They
- were also riding around my area onno-

torcycles™ - © - -

Jo-Ar Herrera, a military spokesman,
said 41 militants had been killed, with
10 more deaths after heavy fighting on
Friday. Two more soldiers died, bringing
the total of those killed in action to 13,
Forty-five military personnel had been
wounded,

Asked whether the military had located
the whereabouts of Hapilon in Marawi,
Herrera answered "yes.”

“They can run but they can’t hide,”
he said, adding that it was only a mat-
ter of time before Hapilon is captured
nr killed.

Hapilon, a leader of another Mindanao-
based rebel group Abu Sayyaf, pledged
allegiance to ISlast year and has formed
an alliance with Maute.

The military said he is stiji wounded

, o .
from a January air strike and the fierce

l’jP\'LfiIIaIz]t.l‘ce‘rc—:'s1s’c.au-ace 1s aimed at protecting

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
said Hapilon received $2 million from
Syn'g to fund his campaign in Mindanao.

'Sl_ainey Jones, aregional security expert,
said it was not clear that Hapilon was call.
ing the shots in Marawi.

Abdullah Maute, one of two brothers
that formed Maute, may be setting the
overall strategy.

"He's smarier, and the fighters are in
his territory. So no, Hapilon's death would
not cripple the movement,” Jones said.

—With Christina Mendez, Reuters, AP
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Alexander Mangundatu, a- securlty
guard, told The Associated Pressin

-Marawi as a plume of black smoke
billowed in the distance. “I pity the
civilians and the women who were
near the fargeted area. They're get-
ting-caugh! inthe conﬂact and I'hope
this ends soon.”

- Military smkesiﬁan Bmg Gen..

Restifuto Padilla said government
" forees are working to “clear the city
of all remnants of this group.”

He said some civilians refused io
evacuate because they want {o guard
their homes, which is slowing down
the government operations.

- “But that’sfine as long as civilians
are not hurt,” Padilla said.

MAK iMf“ "'BMLE m

FHE EATIONTE LLADOME MEFERAFIE

24 saw itwo Jets swoop down and
firé at-rebel positions Tepeatedly, i

e et

“President Duterte declared mar-
tial law In the entire Mindanao in
résponse to. the clashes, which have
claimed at least 48 lives and he has

' said are part of 4 campaign by the

Islamic State group to establxsh a lo-
cal caliphate. .- .

* “We have 1dentlfled where they
are consolldatmg so we are doing
surgical air strikes to desiroy the
iocal terrorist group,” local military

_ spokesman Lieutenant Colonei Jo-ar

Herrera said,

Page:
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ndup o 1 pther peaple
achureh;, and set fire

‘the _government forces who perzshed
" difrinig theattacks' i MarawiCityon
; “We take g:momentto remember:
- gomeolthefirst casualties inthe May‘
~23attacks in Marawi City” Presiden-
tial'spokesman ErnestoAbella said in
astatement Saturday morning.
““May they rest in peace, and may
we be faithful to honer the ultimate

*

7terrorxst group but 3
by/crlmmais in theare

Ioomed in the country s future usmg
the acronym for the Islamic State
group. “You can saythatISIS is’ ‘here
already,” he said. - - :
- He gave his’ troop free’ and*to
wrest control of Marawi.: “You can
arrest any person, search any’house
without warrant,” sai¢ Daterte; who
has been criticized for the deaths of
thousands of people in; a crackdown‘
on iliegal drugs. E
But the milifary batthng the Maﬂte
* Group admitted it maytake sometime
_before the city is neutralized.
problem of urban warfare
And more than three years after
the Zamboanga City siege, urban war-
fare predicaments are resurfacing,
Armed Forces Chiefl of Staff Lt

é : i Hich hega
the Phxhppmes on*Saturday .
(“In thig spirit-of Muslim- Deace,: -
the President has offered the hand of
peaceful dialogue to‘terrorist: groups, -
to.avoid bloodshed in this ‘time. of
‘prayer, fasting and imercy,” hé-said, -
On Fridayafternoon, Duterte. sald .
hp Iswilling to have a dlalogae with
the terrorisi groups in an attempt 1o
sohye the armed conﬂlct in Marawi’
Cltj 7 without having . any: Tmore: collat—-
era | damage. .
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Gen, Eduardo Ano said government
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troops may have the up
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; thearea,an urbanized city, has proveé
' o be difficult to penetrate.
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WIIK,
LANDS——-The ‘peace talks ‘be-

“tweenthe government and com- -

mumst insurgents could be the
first’ major casualty of President .
Duterte’s declaration of - martzal
iaw inMindanao. -

- “Government negonatozs on-

Saturday withdrew from the

. latest: “woutid “of talks with the”
National Democratic Front-of -
the Ph111ppmes (NDEP} . after,”
commumst rebels announced

they would intensify operations
‘ agamst ‘government forces in+

response tn‘themamal iaw dec-

. :"Presxdennaf ‘Adviser on the
Peace Process Jesus Dureza an-
nounced that with ‘the “defiant;
blatant. and-sefious:challenge” by
the rebels despite the gainsinthe -
talks, the government panel de-’
cided “not to proceed to partici-
pate in the scheduled fifth round
of peace negotiations untl such
time-as there are clearindications
that an, enabling environment.
conduci i

-govemment “will'miot proceed’
'wzth theschediled talks. -
“WWie .qiiestion the sincetity”

of :the CPP/NPA/NDFP, if they
“ martial Taw wwas’ “principaily di-"

"'rected at xtnemlsts and terror»-

. ‘landoni

ievirg just and

bﬂateral ceaseﬁre agreement _
Inc Manila)

soissueda statement saymg,th

“tinily are dh pursit-of peacefui'-=
coexistence. The~ Duterte ad-
mimstratwn would rathers pu_r--

“sue 'the path .of ‘genuine ‘dia-

"Iogue to 'build 2 ‘nafion worf.hyf
-ofits citizens,” Hesaid :
* NDFP senioradviserLuisya |
, repo‘rters'
during abreak in their prelzrm-_
nary ‘meeting that the govern-

mformeri

~ment panel sought the "“cancel-

lation” of the latest round. - =4
- Dureza explained that the:
‘order of the Communist Party

of the Philippines (CPP) to its

"armed wing, the New People's

Army (NPA), to intensify attacks
against _government forces put

the talks in “greatjeopardy.”
" The CPPissued the order aftér ™

pres1dentlal_'

'spckesperson Ernesto Abelld 4l "4ntended to undermme Then

';gotxat:ons butwas'a resp I
“statements byDefense X é%;

the:NDFP spanel’ shat

et 1y
FPager ¢

1o mtenszfy attacksw

Delfm Yorenzana 'tha“t ‘the
woldbea target of: martialla
Phureza said, however; thats

3

: nday, CPP foundmg
chair Jose.Maria.Sison.acknow:
edgeii the clarification and: ssaid

mendedto the CPPto: feconsid-
er its erdertotheNPA Ll

“There is still hope that is
why we are waiting for them. It
is a reatity that armed conflict
exists that is precisely why we

are talking," Bello said.

TNDEPchief nege‘tl‘a‘for Féde!

sustiinablepaicerithattaineds s dhiesPresident placeduthe wentire-gcasilidiso expressad-opti=

. Theannouncement was made
a!: the beachside wenue for the
fifth round of talks in the Dutch
city of Noordwijk where govern-

Mindanae under martial law to
deal with Islamic State-inspired
terrorists belonging to the Abu
Sayyaf and the Maute group that

T

mism. He said the NDFP panel
would formally respond to the
government’s cancellation of
the latest round of talks., INGQ

R SR
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. as security. forces.battled the.
?slam;c State IS) -linked Maute: gitupand
‘ their: az’med s 'orters ﬁgl}tmg for the

. Several "hiLises, mdudmg OnE ovmed'byga'_'
]awmaker were blasted on ‘Samrday astele-

i :
"bomb desﬁoyeci the ’house of & lawmaker
- Avideo ofthe afierinath of the i strike wias
alsor uplaaded on'socialmedia and showed

the hotise hif by the bomb still bumning,
~"The ¥illage is*emipty. Fverybod}f has
evacuated Thattheuse is also,empty, but
-they still bombed it; the guide said. -

- The.Western :Mindanao:Gommand
conﬁrmed the air strikes and said they
targeted Maute fighters hiding out in dif-
ferent houses and buildings there.

‘As fighting continues i Marawi,
our units are constrained to latineh air
strikes to jdentified specific targets oc-
cupied by the {Maute] terrorist group.

These terrorist atrocities continue to !
sow terror and confusion even (¢ non-
-combatant Musiims and Christians,”
“said T4 Gen. Carlito Calvez, chief of the
Mestern Mindanao Comumnand,

He also sought the help of the Moro
National Liberation Front and rival Moro

istamic Liberation Front, and apolo ized, ) Tl \BA5.0555 L ocal: 5285

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFANl o o o s of people P affim /O~ Tei 0. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5265, 5205
and displaced by the war,

He said troops would also be de Ioved
Army Core Purp P > Bom é}s ap ECUnng L the land.
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The military-said 13 soldlers,) _

two pohcemen and 31,terrc>nsts,_.r :
mcludmg {orelgners, ‘have «died”

_ingthefighting, -

kx ‘eé inside a ho§pital that the
 guinmen‘had occipied on ‘I‘uesday .

“andther mitlitary has saidnine-other
' people may' “have been mu:dered at" P
'_'__'Et Vas undear there
" repartedby the mﬂztaryw based
* as fewer bodies ‘of militants had -

reportedly been recovered by troaps. L

a militant: checkpoint
As Of this report 31 %erroﬂstswere-
aiready ,neutrahzed and 3ix hrgh-
powered firearms were Tecovered.

by sthe troops. Cut ‘u"oops are-doing- -
" -namediritelligence sources—teparied
* {hat two ‘Malaysians, Abddlrahinan
“Asmawi from Kelantan and Kamsa -
“Yahya from Kedzh; ar Indonesian -

' dehberaie operations in areas we be-
lieve arestil occupied or infested with ™
the terrorists’ presence. 1 specxﬁcaiiy;

“ordered our-soldiers to locate-and .
. destroy-these-terrorists as s00M--28.-

possible” said Brig.-Gen. Rolando .
Bautista, commander of miiitary
forces fighting the Maute group,

Twio av:bans were alsa onﬁlzned' -

are forcmg the'hanfl of govemment"_
by h1d1ng ané holdmg out mmde;_fi

~Malaysian ‘media-—quoting un-

amilitant, ‘Shei Ayman Marjuli; and - .
an Arab sheik, Ahmad Ballafi—were

" among those kilied in Marawi.

Malaysian newspaper The Star

‘--when mlhtants 9ccup1ed Marawl,- :
the: capltai ‘of Lanao-del Surin the_

" of militants surfaced on social redia’
- thh onepictiresh owmg‘fhreeheav i

a-destroyed ‘army tanik in: Maraw@i

Troops ‘were trymg cEESperately 10‘_
dnve the:mﬁz‘sams out inrthe opea s

the tasualties - con

iuslifdutonomois region. Photosf_

forced ‘President Rodngo Duterte to
‘cut'short his foni- day‘mszi"m Ruissia
 Jastweek. Before heading back 10 the
5 Phﬂlppmes, Duterte dedlareda6B-day
. 'martial Jaw in thewholg o - of Mindlanao
in an effort to destmythe ‘Maute group
and end the viclence in Marawi.
WITH AFP

ily armed jihadists posing on top of

Other:photos showed the mititartig

The militants, who have pigtged %
allegiance to the 1S, have forge&

Y CHIER PUELIC

AEFRIRE - Email sod cacpearmv2l

TAgepmainoon - Telne (G2 640285

LA .
LGE R N S

NIRRT

Come e e et i
SRR e e e

Vsl

Sengnnn ¢




T S 1) )
A ISIDT Dy SUUE €

fitrh P -
! WD LIELD S

Army, police in north,
central Luzon ordered to block terror groups

CITY OF S5AN FERNANDO
—Although marual law covers
only Mindanao, Army and po-
lice officials in northern and
central Luzon ordered their
units to step up intelligence
gathering to prevent terror
groups from entering the re-
gions and sowing fear there.

Leon saidin & siatement.

He saig security operatiens
have been undertaken in critical
infrastrucrure and government
projects to “prevent the [New
People’s Army] from condust-
ing criminai acts.”

De Leon urged vigllance
among civilians. asking thers o

Maj. Gen. Angelito de Leon.
corpmander of the Army's 7th
Infantry Division based in Fort
Magsaysay in  Nueva Ecijg
province, announced the en-
hancement of intelligence ef-
forts after & meeting of the joint
peace and security coordinating
center on Friday.

report unusual activities in

their communities.

Chief Supt. Aaron Aguine.
Central Luzon police director.
have placed all police officers an
full alart status since Mav 24. Po-
lice personnel were directed 10
“strengthen target hardening on
all vital installations, economic

b
"
1

“White there are no moni-
tored terrorist plans in the jares
of responsibility] similar to the
|Mante group’s attacks} happer-
ing in Mindanao, the [division]
in tandem with the Philippine
Mational Police will mitiate visi-

bility patrols and checkpoints in

various areas as needed” De

kev points as well as places of
convergences and ensure high
state of operational readiness to
thwart apy hostile acrion that may
be launched by terror groups.”
Aguino also canceled all
leaves and passes of policemen
in the region —TONETTE OREJAS
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SATBY ’ 12~yea:r— oy, alléged #
member of i*he New: Peop]ee Army (NPA), was restiied by
. govemnment troops in Northern Samar on Priday. - .

Soldiers wéportedly found the boyin BarangayD
bang, Silvinio Lobos carryi '
. :

ing .a sack half

_ dfiGen Rail Faracio, Sth Infantry Div m

-rinariding offmema:d the'boy'is among 30 cb:idren Tecruit

ed by the NPAin Mapanasand Palapagtowns, '
acio said the boy was turned over toidhe provingial . %

“office'of the DeépartmentrofSocial Welfare: and Deveiop"

i me for.debriefing and medical examinatior

2 He-said rescue: qperaii N6 for other child combatants of .
-the MPA are uriderway, Latei -MmamD 'acada

!
i
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Arry Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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. conmander of the military, i
. Tagk ForceNations] Capital,
.. Region (NGRPO), said scldiers and
 Military £9 units were already
. senbito.augment the-Quezond v
- Police District Inst Friday, ... .
“Wehave sent.{roops fo- Quezon
“ CityPolice District. We wifl fight
- theintention of those W}w}wanﬁ
50 50w fefror. We aredlwaysin
- BUDPORL A8 Py u -safely. and
- publit orderis concerned Jn
- Metro Manita * Manangitilsdid at
+amewscoiterenoe that followed
“"thespecial meeting of the Metro
Manila Coitrici] held Friday at the
Metro Manila Deve’lopme’n’p
I Authority (MMDA) sTfive 4y
D Makatit o o e

anany
s J

" Quezon City—the biggest and

"most populous city in Metro
. Manila—hosts several eritica)
. installations like La Mesa Dam,
" the House of Representativcs; the
~ Bangko Sentral, m djor broadeast
networks, specialiy hospitais and
- dezens of nationa} governmant

ﬁzpj.spbm: Y dtkas
Teant {0 scave peoplé. 1
o IHindi watin kailangon

{

“mitiging larmists pura do
ML MAMATGY 0 s
Everjihing
“we have'tobe preparer

said. 2 :
- IWe are saddene Dyidhai

hap.psen'ed“fi'r_f Maray 1 We are
‘praying that it wil be solved ag
500N 35 possiblé Hme, Biitwe y
vigllant ne hindiito mengyarisy.
Metro Manila,” he added. . PNA"

agencies,
L
" pmn ot LET ai. S2EE 50eE
. satpe. syl haomal. oo - Teong (0D, BELLGIET _anail SYET E
! SelEE S JSO AFFAIRG - 2mal 00, Gaips ety 20T 200
DFFILE OF THE ARKY SWIET 2 U500 =
UrRilE OFTHE A
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il Marfon‘Batdovmo
B who'

tohis&wake.at ‘StiPater’sFuneratjHomst
wwas ikKilled fnthe! initraiﬂttac:k of Mate Group! handits?
.of those ‘Duterte ‘had spoken-aboutidn
roite themat;on‘ (Presidenti

bor
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planes: pters‘bombedﬂpns: iens1of]

deserted street in MarawiCity as:
tn showthey were not-c‘ambatan_ts agsoldiers fough CWE

A ment iroops. !
ivilians waved .white f!ags from“thmrwmdows
gurim ' !inkedt L

fy
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“wanted terrorists with a bounity
of$5miltion for his capture. -

"The fighters loyal 'to 'hirri’
.- tookoverparts of thecity, burn-. ..

ing buildings and seizing about

a -dozen hogtages, including .a
priest; ‘whose condition has re=
mained unknown,’

i The wiolence prcmpted
President Duterte to declare
martial law in the country’s.
south, where a Muslim rebel-
lion‘has raged for decades.

“ saw two jets swoop down
and fire at rebel positions re-
peatediy,” Alexander Mangun-
datu, a security guard, told The
Associated Press in Marawi as a
plume of black smoke billowed
in the distance, "I pity the civil-
ians and the women who were
near the targeted area. They're
gefting caught in the conflict
and I hope this ends scon.”

Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez, who
heads the Western Mindanao

‘Hidéout of Jsmion Hapilon; who".
4s-on Washington’s list of thast- -

crush the tefrorists, _warning', :

‘that ‘the country is'at’a grave '_':"tei'ronsts and- ynu cantiot be

rigk of’ “contamination” by IS,
Atigast 44 "peaplethave: dzed’

Jnihe fighting, ihcluding 31. ter e

rorists.and 11 soldiers, officials
say. 1t was not immediately |

Sear’ whethet -civilians' wera'.

among the dead. The viclence

" has forced thousands of people’

to flee and has raised fears of
growing extremisr.
in  Manila, presidential

spokesperson Ernesto Abella
called for an end to the violence
even as he said the government
was open o talk to the gunmen.

. “Together we pray foran end
to terrorism that falsely claims
to advance Islam .and seeks to.
subjugate our land to the brural
I8," Abellz said. “In this spirit of
Muslim peace, the President has
offered the hand of peaceful dia-
logue to terrorist groups, to
avoid blocdshed in this time of
prayer, fasting and mercy.”

' be 1t’~1et“us fight:”

those TWHO, are out An- oui

convineedto stop flghtmg, 50

. Hapilon, who is. belleved
0 have received 32 million
from IS to fund his campalgn
‘here, ds stillhiding outin'the
city under the protectton of
‘gurnmen who are deqpera‘ceiy
trymg to find a way to "extri
cate” hlm the country s tili-
tary chief said.

“Right now, ke is still in-
side (Marawi). We.cannot j’ust
Dinpointthe partlcular spot

' said ‘Arme@ Forces' of ‘the

Philippines chief of staff Gen.

‘Eduardc Ano, adding that
Hapilon was believed to have
suffered-a stroke in January
after being wounded in a
government airstrike,

Afo predicted that the
military operation will take
about a week as soldiers go
house to house to clear the
city of terrorists.

" FERNANDEZ,
" REUTERS AND AP INCY -

1g.pre
111 the South,couid be e;qyand—
n1ng,*So"hc1tor*GeneralIase‘Ca.il-

ﬁgh'ang anngsxde the: gumnén
111 Maram Aindluding ne-

) presence in Maraw1 énd were
© instrumental - in flg!mng ‘off
. government forces in- this

week’s battles. —witHREPORTS
FROM JGGER JERUSALEM, EDWIN
CBLLAN - NAWAL,

1
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' 1t of &'campaigghyhg
j’siamw State (] S) gmupto zestab’hsh

: h m ' ot
sQf’hzflppmes (AF‘P), yes{éﬁhb,-_
 interisifiedabombing catpaigrt 0 on ;

:war.ne there --may_be coIlate?’Bvl -
aInag . ;
resident .Rodngo Duterﬂie' ing
pelared martial faw across e - facdlties e

sguf;hern third of the Phillippines ! i s Their refusal o surrender is
" Tesponse to:the clashes, which ‘hafe : h(ﬁdmg ihe city captive, Hence,it is
claimed at ieast 48 i;ves anti he his _now mcreasmgiv becommg 11335&43137 o

Gath@h hilippines, fied the ¢l
;_-jTum o page

. "Wé desm 1o free Maram City
] eBe vxE ferces and make way
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h 'y SRGHTILY ‘ﬁj‘rcas "Lo arl est Al}u
Sawaﬂeadsze {éniténHapilon, a

" veleran Fl[ipm@ aniilitan: rega.réed -

“asthe Ioca,f Jenderof 18, o0
e gunmeﬂ planted bla Iq
Tags;took a friestand up:fo 14
“pther peiple hestage from &
: church, and set firedo baﬂdmgs
* 1% wolliors, 31 terrorists déad
., Fhirteen soldiers two poiicemen —
and 3! militants have died in the
. fighting, according te authorities.

" Tt civilianswere also confirmed
killed inside a Hospital that the
aunmen had oceapied on Tuesda3,
and:-ihe military hassald nine other
peonteamay have been murdered .
= a militant checkpsing.,

Tluterte has vowed to
-extinguish the threat of the
militants, whom le has said belong
w e Jucal ¥Mante tervorist group
but are heing backed by criminals

‘"I’heseare%he»}mpaﬂts ofihelocal

g fennmst £roup's actions; “he _added .

The battle:to clear

“the BUIMEI Swas proving hard

hecause’ ihm“‘haci ‘scattered into
small-groupdand Were. mc;vmg to
dlfferenthouses ard setting up sniper
positions, ascord ingto the military. -
S They lso have- sympathmers

*from pm'at\e armed gz’oups,
'.'ﬁerrerasmd"‘ Y

Is]anustmﬂxtants‘workmg with
cnmmals ‘and corrupt politicians is
commen across Mindanao, whetre

g

Pr
peaceid dlalometotemnstgmups, oA dnan
L -_ ,o awid blood-;hed ’m bhss tune Of - andProg:

Tl Ln gord Giect Maram,‘ﬁl?ferrem S,

doniite: morehalal and .
non-pork: goads {hat ‘are na casy”
to open,easyto gat,” Magno said.
As of May 28, Magno mentioned
that O¥P started its operation

-centér inpartnership with Xavier

University to source-out donations
and at-the sameitime repack goods

- to.shipindiigan.and Marawi City.

Carrently, t_he;r target for a day
alone 1sL500 food packs._ “The Office

'Ibe suppressed at Ry

‘possibletime:
- We fuliy ,support the effarts of
ﬁ1eAI‘P and PNP (Plul;ppme National
Policelto neatralize the erigmies that,
have sowed sexrorism inMarawi City
and to stabilize the situation at the
wonest,pe%[blc ‘time. Wa must be
united in -our firm condemnation.

against any form of terrorism.”
' _Joyce Ann Rocamora
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By GERRY LEE GORIT

.~ ILIGAN CITY - As the fighting be-
tween gavernment forces and gunmen
of the Islamic State-inspired Maute group
entered ils fifth day, Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) chief Gen. Eduardo
Afio predicted the military operation will
lake aboul a week ag soldiers go house to
house te clear Marawi City of militants.

Afio said although the troops have
the upper hand, it is proving difficull lor
them to engage in urban warfare as the
militants have taken lacticat positions in
almost every house in the city.

“We are in {otal control of the whole
area bul it’s not cleared due to the ur-
ban terrain,” Afo told reporters on the
sidelines of President Dulerte’s visit to
the Army's 2nd Mechamzed Baitalion
headquarters late Friday.

Afo, however, vowed {o crush the
militanis and end the siege.

“We will make lhis their cemetery,” he
satd. “We have to finsh this.”

Troops oblen encouriter sniper fire as
they advance slowly 1o clear the aty of
rebwls.

e have Lo clear one siep at a time,
lsouse Lu house, lock by block,” Afto seid,

Afio poinled oul the lroups ate used
to fighting in the jungle but not in close
combral encounters with gunmen i an
urban seiling.

“Here (Marawi) all il lakes is for an
armoed person o position kimsel? side
a building (as a sniper)... it would take
dme before i could e cleared,” ho said.

ARo said they have o send in more
raeps (o help in the chearmg operations.
“We have enough troops but we need
additional reinforcemend fo speed up our
cloarig,” he said.

AFEP spohesiman Brig. Gen Restilulo
Padiila said government lorees are work-
ing 1o “clear the 0ty ofall remnants ol
tis group.”

Padilla said seme vivilians refused
fo evacudle because they want Lo goard
their homes, which is slowing down the
HOVCTNIICHE OPUTaticiis, ;

Lrmy Core Purpose: Demvin

£

“But that's fine as long as civilians are
nol hurl,” he said.

On Friday, Dulerte ordered the military
to crush the militants, warning that the
country is at a grave risk of “contamina-
tion” by the Islamic State (IS} group.

At least 44 people have died in the
fighting, including 31 militants and 11
soldiers, officials said. Il was not immedi-
ately clear whether civilians were among
the dead.

The violence has forced thousands of
people o flee and raised fears of growing
extremism.

Duierte told the roops here thal he had
long feared thal “contamination by 155"
loomed in the country’s future, using the
acronym lor the Islamic Stale group. “You
can say that 1515 is here already,” he said.

He gave the lroups a tree hand to wrest
control of Marawi. “You can arresl any
person, search any house without war-
rant,” Duterte said.

The eity of Marawi, home to some
200,400 people, has been under stege
by 15-linked militants since @ fatled raid
‘Tuesday night on the suspecled hideout of
Isnilon Hapilon, the leader of the notori-
ous Abu Bayyaf group.

Hapiton gol away and fighiers loyal Lo
him look over parts of the city, burning
buildings and seizing aboul a dozen hos-
tages, including a priest. Thelr condition
s unknown.

Hapilon is still hiding oul in the city
under the protechion of gunmen who are
desperalely trying Lo find a way te “extri-
Laie' fil, Ao said.

“Right o, he i still inside (the city ).
Ve cannod just pinpoind the pasticutar
spol” he said.

ARo said Hapilon suflered a stroke
atter a guvernmen! arstrike wounded
Jumy in January.

Ao also said loreign Hghters were
bolieved to be among e mblilants st
bodding oul i the ¢ty

“We suspect that but were stillvalidal-
ing.” he said. — With Jaime Laude, Evelyn

Macairan, joha Unson, Line dela Cruz, 31 ocal: 5285, 5205

Christing Mendez, AP

% the people. Securing he land.
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: P .
:mare so]d;ers to! Maraw1 : In Higan *there Gie hout 2 0{)0"'
iAW, have -enough troops but we need evaciees at the. temporary ghelter in’
3 ‘ ; ;:_‘,‘;addmonal reinforcement to speed up our “Barangay Buru-un and more than a

- ko has placed the number of 'the " clearing”*he said without divulging the.ac- thousand m Barangw Marla Cristina. -

MauzeGroupoccupymgsomestructures tual numberofso!dlersdep!oyedtoMaraw; : S o pNA
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. By CHRISTI

e T i B L e g e AT

As government troops continue their operations to

MENDEZ

NA

NEPRPILE:

flush.out Maute militants from Marawi City, Malacafiang
‘called on Muslim leaders to denounce ter:or‘ism.

" Presidential spokesman
Ernesto.Abella lamented that
militants use their beliefs to
sow terror in Mindanao.
“We call on Mushim leaders
to speak out against terrorist
groups who use religion to
disguise their barbarity, stain-
ing the peacéful name of Islam
with the blood of innocents
during this holy month of Ra-
madan,” Abellasaid yesterday.
¢ Abellasaid healso hopes that
like Ozamiz City Archbishop
Martin Jumoad, offier'Catholic
leaders would support the dec-
laration of martial law in Mind-
anao and encourage citizens to

cooperate with j’éhe m111tary ,
"We laud thegood bishop’s
support for the President’swar

against violent extremism in-

Mindanao,” he said.-”We hope
his fellow bishops and other
clergy will follew his-example
for their parishes and prioritize

the peace and safety of the

people.”

Abella assured members of
the clergy thatmechanisms are
in place to prevent and address
human rights abuses.

'He said he believes bishops
are not rejecting martial law
when they called on the faith-
fu! to "be obedient to the just

Page:

drtimands of lawful authority

" and not to provoke violent

reaction.”. e
Some Mindanao bishops
said they were not against

. martial law, but the declara-
tion should betemporary. They

.also cailed on the public tobe
vigilant to prevent abuses.

- In a pastoral letter issued
on Friday, ‘Cardinal Orlando
Quevedo of Cotabato acknowl-
edged the guestions raised

against military rule, but noted .

that the answers to them were
“speculative.” .
“We shall condemn any abuse
of martial law.and asinthe past,
(wejwill condemnn it outright if
tit goesin the way of evil: Let us:
‘be vigilant,” Quevedo said. ... -

Release hostages
Quevedo said Mindanao

Tt
15

“bishops condemn the J&;inap- :

ping of teachers and church-
personnel in Marawi and are
appealing for their release.
“We pray for the safety
of all those kidnapped, of
Fr. Teresito Suganog and his
companions. We appeal to the
hostage takers to release all of
them unharmed. The victims
fear death, but they alsohave-
the courage to give ulimate
witness to Christ,” he said..
Suganog, parish priest-of
5. Mary's Cathedral, his two .
helpers and 10 parishioners
were seized during novena:
prayers on Tuesday night: -~
Quevedo said they arealso
praying for irmocent civilians
killed in the attack and the’
protection of the families who
fled their homes.
— With Evelyn Macairan
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i vt to e ‘
from the preszdent:alzsp >

'::m“Mm_i_ianao SR
uierte declare&martxal]aw an

iy taftemen
Dureza said the: gov rnment 51d e-WaS,

"e\"éiﬁng
fThe! Duterte admlmstraﬂo

of mcxdents of offenswe attacks by the
PAs throughout the country” and £he
““searing perception of the*higger pub‘hc ; :
at.these NPA operations are:in:open and

pubhc defiance: ufsPresxdent?Duterf»e ho' “headt

g Bello\also'told*mediamen thatthe’s
'rcould ot :comment on’ A’bella 's re~ 7 hass consmtentﬁy accommodated then: 1n‘

marks from the Paiaf:e, saymg hehas L unprecedented ways” s among the “seri-
“ “gugschallenges” ito Dutertels: ommltment
“ito pursueithe: talks ; :
.. Hesalso rpointed outthat there’ have heen i
‘D ubilc admissions ofsome; panel mernbers
‘of the CPE NPA, and NDF that: theyhaveno |
«contrgl-over-their forces'on the ground”. . ¢
- Duterte likewise cited “the sudden: and : ,
perceptilile erasion of public supporttothe *poht:cal% Consultant ose
peace talles-with strong messages received Lorenzana said. ", :
from the ,pubhc #o altngether stop peace
negotiations.” © °
" In‘the same press. con{erence the GRP
said emphasized that only’ thefifth round-of
" the talks will be cancelled shonld the NDFFY
fail to respond fo its request, and that all
" standing agreements, including the safety
and immunity guarantees for NDFF nego-
© Hators, will continue £o be honored.

Bothsides also remain open toreturn to
the negotiating table that could possibly be
restarted with another fifth round.of talks.

‘ “We could always talk and fight, as we
did in the time of President FVR (Fidel V.
Ramos) when we returned to the peace
table,” said Jalandoni,

“Iet’s al] stay the course in this not-
so-easy road to peace in our land,” Dureza
said.

Tn the meantime, both parties are stay~
ing put. None has checked out of their hotel
rogms, no one has re-booked any flight.

But as of 1 p.m, here (7 p.m. Manila
time), there was still no formal response

: from the NDFE Telne. (02 6450355 Local S2E5.
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responseéto‘&scn g’ claim:that? the martlal' :
Laffw unplementamon i Mindanab will:dlso-

-
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Thé’:%’aié&é«w Icomed dfie posi--.

fion of Mindanao ishops, even.

seeing it as 2 form of support for
- mriartial Jaw.n the Southern Philip-
pines/Th e’g_’c;velﬂjrneg_t appreciates

support from all sectors, no rattel
! 1 as “morally Teprehensible.”

“He, however, ‘said that martial -
1 aw-zimst_only’be"'tempérény" and ;
“ritust notbe a gateway for abuses. -

‘how puanged,” Paldce spokesman
“firtiesto Abella said 'in'.a-stateme_nt.' _
- iCotabato ‘Cardinal Ortando
Quevedo said on Friday that
action frorn the past,! Abellasaid.

On Tuesday, President Rodrigo

Duterte declared martial law in

Mindanao, following the clashes -

between government forces and
Islamic State-inspired Maute group
in Marawl Gity.

Maute reportedly torched several
private and public establishments
in the ciry, including 2 Church,
and ahducted patish priest Teresito
Suganob and a number of Chuzch
personnel and teachers,

The Palace official expressed
hope that fellow Church leaders of
Ozamiz City Archibishop Martip
Jumoad wouid tollow Quevedo's
example and be supportive of

OFFiCE OF ;
Duterie’s declaration of martial law,

“we land the good hishop's

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people.

“temporary” and the pub
lant against ‘p‘c;issfib}"'e":abu"ses_' S

“bishops and other clergy follow
his example for their parishes, -

aid

*Gatholic bishops in Southern

Philippines do mot-oppose ‘ane-’
man rule in Mindanao, adding -

* the-Church has no “solid and:

- sufficient” evidence to dismiss thie

proclamation of martial law there . operations:at.prese

T fomdhepastordar

"wmder the Marcos Tegime

~ = "Such 'mééhzin‘iéi‘riS'. réin plac

“and this wﬁl-diﬂerehﬁéﬁe_ﬂjis’.ﬁli}@ "

“barbarity, staining the pea ceful
name of Islam with the blood -of
“innocents during this ‘holy month

- of Ramnadan,” Abellasaid: -

" support of the, President’s wat-”

against ¥iolent extremism in
Nindanao. We hope his fellow

and priaritize the peace and
safety ofthe people,” Abella said.

Placing his diccesan’s well-
being above all else, he [Jumoad]
also encourages the citizens Lo be
extra careful and 1o coopeTate with
the military,” he added.

Abelta also urged leaders of e
Muslim community 10 speak ot
against Lerror jihadist groups and
dencunce their barbarity especially
during the holy month of Rarnadan.

e also calt on Mushim leaders
1o speak out against toToristL groups,
who use Teligion 1o disguise their

e

.

' '_'gp'é,s' in the way of evil. L

10 prevent

dded

gl e
DEliaiassur

“rights ablises a'rejf:iyn phac
eadiedthat

place, -

- Meanwhile, Abella urged the

public te take & moment to Te-

member some of the first casualties
in the Marawi attacks. They are
Marawi City Police Senior Inspec-
tor and Intelligence Unit Chief
Freddie Manuel Solar, from Baguio
City, and two members of Special
Forces, First Lieutenant john Carl
Morales and Special Forces Mat-
lon Baldovino, both of Kabacan,
North Cotabato.

“May they rest in peace, and may
we be fajthful 10 hopor the ulti-

mate sacrifice of their lives in the 3285, 5205

service of their country,” he said,

Securing the fand.
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. ation Gériteriinnearby Saguiaran town.. -

Fhe town

- dboiit 1,300 farilies stayng:

ality*

: hassome 2,737 busél‘[@lds,‘-mi}ﬂéarouna_
shélterin:

13,0

5 00 individuals are'seeking
-t ' ' E

ublic gymnasium.

" thousand in Bararigay Maria:Cristina.

. . "Porchet said they were able to.access. . 1 of NMarawi;chome 103
farawi-w ¥ med 200,000 people;thas been under-siege

by 18-linked militantssince a failed raid

* Marawi-withthe help of:some concerned
RO S T e e e
. He described the situation in'‘Marawi

about thosewhoare trapped orhave cho-
. sen to stay in the city, who are in need of
food and water,” he said. '
The TCRC said it had prepositioned
medical supplies toreinforce the capacity
of rural health units in addressing the ba-
sic health needs of the evacuees in Iligan.
Civilians from Marawi continued to
artive in various evacuation sites in neigh-
boring towns and in Iligan-City.
With the cngoing hostilities in Marawi

City, and with some people still trappedin -

their homes, Porchet urged those involved
in the fighting to take the necessary precau-
tions to spare civilians and their property.
“Internafional humanitarian law remains
applicable.in this situation, even after the
declaration of martial law in Mindanao.
As such, it mut be respected at all fimes

and by all the par.'2s. People whomay be -

arrested must be ticated humanely and

o

.. The'Lanao del Sur Provincial Crisis
 Management :Committee said there are

1+-P19.08:million for the:
“familyfood:packsfor the
- by the fightingin Mara
SR oL

- In‘hearby igan City, there are-about.
- 2,000 évaciiess in fhe temporary shelter
* in Barergay Burti-un and more thania-. -

a1 i 40 minnitor thaie
the ICRC “lﬂ jcc{.n?r]dé".}ﬂ'}f)se: Eervmg the peop

Page: 0;

sevaciiation eenters; incoord:
the Auitonomous Reg ;
-danag; Lanao-del Su

{he two cifes g
ity Magnosaids
' “The Deparimen
Employment (DSWD) ha

thorities said

Tuesday night on a suspected hideout of

: oo Jsnilon Hapilon, dhe leader of the notori-
| Regidents are moving in and out-of OusAbuSayyaf..,
© Marawi and ‘we are seriously concerned-

.~ Hapilon gotaway after autefzghters
took over parts-of the.city, burnirigbuild-

© ings and seizing about a dozenhostages,

including a priest. Their rondition is
unkrowr. R T i
The violence prompted President
Duterte to declare martial law... 5z
Officials of the regional Land Trans-
portation Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB) said they will attempt to

- enter Marawi and rescue the residents still

trap{sed there. =+ - . oo
The LTFRB said there are at leastd,000
people holed up at the Lanao del Sur
provincial capitol and several hundreds
at the Mindanao State University (MSU).
LTFRB regional director Aminoden
Guro satd they requested six buses to pick
up the residents. ‘ -
Last Thursday, authorities did not al-
low the buses to enter Marawi due to the -
deteriorating security situation.

— Wi Th Gerry Lee Gcrit,r]anvic Mateo
&, SECUMNG e 1any.

cal: 5285, 5295
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rmhtary rifleifi Nindanao will
callytargetihe commumst Ne
Army (NPA) ‘rebels; 5
- e wwould liketo make it clear tha
vlementation of m

Ao,

terrorasm in‘Mindanao., - -

“Fe said the rmhtary would conéuct A
it pperations in accordance with therule

of iaw,and respect for human rights.”

Page: 3-

indanag, ithe Armed Forces:{jffthe"l’l’ul—j
‘ippines {AEP)will not spécifically target”
‘New People’s Army as.alleged by the .
_ Oﬁfﬂ 'Democrahc Fron’t (NDF) c}uef i

"thefl’hﬂ:ppmes (CPP _

e said .the AFP will Fully com iy;
fh'the. dirﬂcfzves of the President that
martial law Swas declared o address
'radmal Islamic terrorism and na:rco—}'--
. Immedidtely stop all illegal activities, =anci

“Liét m& emphasize
znembers*c‘f&ﬂqe‘NPAw Y
‘criminaland Hlegal actésuchaskidndp~
ping, extortion, mutderand the: destruc-
tion of:property will be dealt w1th"w1th
o Wlfhoutmartial iaw : & d

the NPA, nottomeddleinthe ﬁghtmg‘bef
tween government | forces and the Man’ce

groupextremists. - &
Dot force the govement~s '

abide by the true spirit of the peace-process.’
‘Thisis theorily way we can move: forward‘ :
Lorenzana said. _ .
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blween < IQelig'ious L
- exfremism and ‘berrorism,
= Thié-waspointed out by _.

. ;ef‘ﬂgapmean Jpolitical
‘ghalyst, . Dr. . Rohan 1de(}lagma extzems

S
a3
. Gu’iwara:tna. ) dm‘ing the canbe interpreted:
“Iixtremism and Martial Law  conservalive pracice of
Fg)rum aired on the  religion snchast}mtimp@snd
- People's Television Nefworl bvt’fw Takihan in ésfrzlumszan
L (PIVE Fridaynight. i
~piGnnaratng” was
- initerviewed dive via Skype rquJ ed to hefall y
duzmgthepz ogram and was - up public. - ' ‘
ked - to -distinguish .. But }w naued tl at ﬁh:; &

clogmal or religious . :
extrenism fromterrorism, - fhe Mautemnatan e}:zrem: !
o sald it hug heen n | group. -
i priseonception among Rod- T "Thay are & (ErTOTist Sroup
- Idlwmic pecple that islam -Peeause they, have kilied
- pI!‘e&che%”"mance aaimvoked  civilians, They have ‘bursed

by, radical groups, such as ehurehes so they have

tliie Islamic Siate of Lanao . fwm to page 3

~

S

i presented tc : o
members of the Maute Group.;‘

een’ :
: exxstence of the Mauie Graup B Geuna*rm‘ma saicdd President:
L TDEsE year, Isnilon Hapz]on Duterte's- recognition” of ISIS,
came from Basiian and he linked , presence in the Philippines 13,
up with Omar and Abdullah critical to the selution.
Maute. go, T believe it is not. The analyst 2ls0 noted that
inteltigence failure. It is a failure dlthough the cotmiry’s military
1o appreciate infelligenge, and  and police personnel are capable, -
the goversunent (Philippine) has  they need to wridargo refraining
to double up ifs capsbilities te 88 they are 4d ealing -wii;h
apprcc;ate intelligence,” he said. ferrerisin.
“"Uinfortunately, the previous They have to upgrade hoth
govermnem did not acknowledge *-their skills znd eguipment in
that 18IS {Islamic State of Ixaq . fighting terrorism, he said.
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ANO SEEKS

TO END CRISIS
INLESS THAN
60 DAYS

ByF. Pearl A.
Gajunera, Marice!
V. Cruz, John Paolo
Bencito and Sara
Susanne Fabunan

DAVAQ (TY—Martial Law's
designated  implementor
Gen. Eduardo Ano said that
they only have a simpie
guidefine to foilow for the 60
days iviartial Law in the entire
Isiand of Mindanao following
the Marawi siege. -

Ao said that -the mili-
tary's guideline is 10 end the
Marawi siege as s00n as pos-
sibie and to finish all the law-
less groups in the istand. Cur-
fews will be implemented in
selected areas only.

“Basta 1apusin haimin yung
Marawi crisis at destroy all
lawless elements in Mind-
anao” Ano said in a text mes-
sage. [We'l just haveto end

TurnioAZ

fialiLaw in ‘Mindanao, since: |t will:
solve the social, economic and poht:cal
problem of the.country. . -

He also.calls -on the CPP 10 recon-
sider- thelrzail of intensified offenswe
operations in’ ‘Mindanao.

Meanwhile, two opposition lawmak
ers on ‘Saturday supported President
" Duterte’s declaration of martiai law in
the entire Mindanao following the at
tacks’by the Maute'terrorist group.-

‘Bukhay.party-list Rep. Litc Atienza ap-

pealedtthe. publictotrust the Presi-
denf’s.dedision, . i

.:--'.-i

b

Page:

Ho: fought agamst amal
:saxd itheframers: ,

“More :mportant!y, Atienza said the .
" other branches of the government::
thellegisiative.and the judiciary remain
ﬁmct]onal even undera state of:mar—
Hallaw, - . o
Atienza also pomted out ttiat we
should continue to be vigilant and
-monitorthe-effects.of this declaration
on the civilian population mciud:ng
the business sector niot- only in -Mind-
anao butthe whole country. <.,

i
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ms EVGI'! BS

ywerge med;a practitmners not
- e repoLt SiEh teems That -can, X
-easily’ ba}mlsm‘terpreted ar sen—

'had lald siege iter Maraw; ity
soverthe past few days sattonahzed " he said
FLrpsal s B e EAA
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of-thisn E a
o a:nd called up and p]eaded'
e _fcar 1mmedlate rescue be-

'gatefo$mg '_n*to*take t}lem"'
e _Maralma sa1d :

gﬂvermnent*f{irces_ Coni saidthe; grounéi,forces have.
. Joy ‘Marali ‘been alerted for the Tescue'

husb and Romar, his brbﬁh¥ o thé tapped workers...

.er Romey,, Michas} Casi- . Petinglay «also said the

_mito, Jimmy, Esperat and.-':ground forces continué %0

“about 26 -other workers.comball, sections where
“wére renovating-a. prsild:- the Maute m1htants were

mg along Ra}ah Madaya .-holed out Dl

P
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talk to the mlhtary next, The

ICRC also hasa go-signal from’

. the ofher side;” Balagot said,
_ refemng to theMaute group,’,

If initial efforts failed to- i

;'push through on Sattirday, the

: ICRC might be able to move m )

today, he added.

The civilians in hiding in-
cluded children, construction
workers who had gome o
Marawi to earn beiter wages,
and workers of former poiiti-
cian Alibasia Knife Lucman. A
driver for the Lucman family,

s \gerous ifor sther

harth CRC-élreadyhas clear-
“ancefromMalacafiangand will |
“ing the-streets and settlng up

N lChnstzans

compound‘ 35 gun'men from
the Manite group were roam-

checkpomts o

Trapped
_ Aleta Esperat whose hus-
band, Jimmy, was among those
in hiding since May 23, said she
hoped help would not come
too iate for him and the 29 oth-
ers. She said she had lost con-
tact with her husband on Sat-
urday morning.
Joy Marjalino, whose hus-
band, construction worker Ro-

‘hind Becatse’ :t-was more:dan— o
todeave the - . ARNIM -

the. numbers “provided by the

) nngmg anymor '

trapped civilians on ‘Satu ay
“but'none-of (the phones) were

S We have sent rescue

.teams (and) ‘we keep sending

people to locate areas where
there are trapped civilians. We
hope to-find) and rescue them
al}” Hataman sdid.

Presidential Peace Adviser
Jesus Dureza meanwhile told
the Inquirer that Armed¥Forces
Chief Gen. Eduardo Afo had
pledged to take care of -the
trapped civilians. INQ
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) adanao .Denot force megnvern« .
be ‘ideait with” as usual De--:'mentshand " Lorenzanasaid af-.
o fense ‘Secretary Delﬁn Loren- . ter’the iCPP ordered the NPA to.

S at” Mmdanao \wamplaeeﬁ ,
"undermartial law to deai*thh"_ ving
* Tslamist terronsm and notre: martial Taw “to addresstadical
ally against the NPA'or the _‘]stannc terrorism ancz na co—""
Commumst Party of the terrorlsm in Mmdanao !
“Phlhpp;nes (CPP) - g ng the
e Let e, emphaSIZE howev—' situdtion in Mindanao, Loreri-
‘er, that ‘members of .the GPP-. zana called on the; communist
. NPAwhowill engagemcmnmal : msurgents to “stop all.iliegai.
“-and illegal-acts such -as kidnap- . .activities and abide by thetrue.
* ping, -extortion, znurder and the “spirit -of the peace’ process.”-
destruction of propérty will be. -.s.e.rmsa'r.anmu. ING . -
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WThe Wanila Times

started ion Saturday

L "Al} om personnei dn the--'_

" (WestMmCom] weit ordefed 1o 2
' carty out security measures*to en

1 fhi
Maute group in Mazawi City,

Ramadan is a hely month of
fasting, introspection and prayers
for the followers of Islam.

"As fighting continues in Marawi,
our units are constrained to Jaunch
airstrikesto identified specific targets
otcupied by the Maute/l$ terrorist
group,” Galvez said.

"The terrorists’ actions prevent
their fellow Muslims from peace-
fally and solemnly observing Ra-

¢ reniaining membersipfthe ¢ Mus!

soldiers butfor nowthey
need to make sacrifices to ensture

" that Islam believers from Marawi .

City could return home soon and
observe the holy month. -

The fighting in Marawi City
started on May 23 when Maute
group members laid siege on
the city afler government troops
raided the hideout of Abu Sayyaf
leader lsnilon Hapilon, whom the
group is protecting,

Meanwhile, Palace spolesman

‘have Tepo hat's
Zig _:of electmcxty Service

. ThePalaceafficial a]so'to dthe e
e atobemoredxscemmgmreportmg
, mformamon.fmm the.ground, -+
- "Given the. ravity ofthesituation”
" in'Marawi.City, we urge the.public’
_to remain calm and not 1o, gpreadﬂ_
LGvenﬁed or mcomplete news
| itemns, even as we urge ‘media prac- '
titioners not to report-such iterns

that can-easily bemisinterpreted or
sensaticnalized,” he.added.

The National Grid Corporation

of the Philippines initially re-
ported a lower eleciricity demand

in Lanao del Sur reaching only 5

megawatts (MW) on Wednesday,
which increased to 13 MW on
Thursday, lower than the usual
demand of 17 MW,

When the Maute Group started
occupying Marawi on Tuesday, a
blackout hit the city.-

!
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memtyers of “the “WEiite groﬁp i :
\*‘Javaawz (it - - 4l s in fms light that- there isa.
1. Fiamadhan i3 8 holy month of - rieed to deliberately-employ forces
!fastmg, mtrospectmnaﬁﬂwayers fo«r . and air assets £0 target with

the; followers of 1slam. i identified, :and

i ipetidhting eontmuesin AR orfst lecaﬁzom

owr Inité:ate congtrained o latnch - ; ‘

ahirstrikes to identified specific’  The flghmng in Maram City
Tpargets geeupied bythe Maute/ESiS'.- “started on May 23, when the

“Serrorist group,” Galves said, T Maute grnap members laid slege
~ “The terrorists actions prevert ~ after the troops raided the
theirfellow Musiims o peacefully hideout of Abu Sayyaf lesder

amd solemnly observe Ramadan. by Isailon Hapilon, who is ‘being
" continuing to oceupy buildings and  protected by the group. :

struciuves in Marawi City. They 'The fighting escalated as Mauie

serve to impede our troops In  group members have occupied
" restoring peace and order in that seversl establishments and took
" city” he said. ¢ivilians, including a priest, as

“These terrorasts atrocmes hostages.
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124 month Hijra Junarbased calen-

iy

dar’and s ‘considered the hotiest -
A “ace hailed troops killed in clashes

month inislam;as it wasduring this.

month thatGod'sRevelationsinthe .

Qur'an were ompleted accordmg'_ -_Cit)u

to the Historyiofsam. -
Muslims fast

i folEowmg the Maute group 5. attack B

Ydaity from dawn to :
duskin 2910 30 daysinabsoluteabs

&

23

- Marawi Gty
" iniaseparate sta ement the Pal

‘agamst the Maute group in Maraw

"We take ‘a .moment 10 remem :
ber SOIME of the first .casualties in
.the May 23 attacks in Marawi’ Cxty,';_; 4

iy

i
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| ot s jpray for peac
“theiCardinal said

awareithat
m: andsorder,.
the ontinu g, -isTUptive “ac-
vities of -other rebeligroups; the
roblems:of criminality-and drugs,
“df ‘corruption and wnderdevelop-
Phent are iin-everynook and-corner

E_df-‘-hi’iihﬁanad}: e G
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Quezon Pohce Provmc:al Offiee (PPO) *has
cregteda prtms:onai pohce companyready_
to aiigment governmert forces fighting'the
temrzst threat posed by the Mauteand Abu-

- o:Seriior Supéfinfentent ! Rhoderick iC.
. Armamento, ‘provincial dzrectur (PD), re-
| vealéd yesterday that ‘the police’company’
. ‘consists of 120 memibersof various: 'ubhc
: —safety compames ke PPE: :
¢ They.are readyfor-deployment :
: =order of the PNP higher command,”said Ar- -
. mamento noting: that.the entlrepohce'force
in{Quezon hasbeen on hxgh dlertsineeaday
after last Tuesday’s siegeof Marawi:
Tt iGen, Perdinand Qidila; ‘who'heads
the ‘military’s Southern Tuzon ‘Command
* (SOLICOND, dlso confirmed his command is
- onfill red dlert anid thatfield commanders
are ordered tokeep-watch ofpossible'areas
" to’be targeted by terrorist groups,
~-- Likewise, the security alert is the same
in Cavite, where Sr. Supt. Arthur V. Bisnar
ordered the PP units fo implement tighter
security measures to thwart any terror or
erime threats in the provinee.
“There will always be & threat anywhere
from both erime and terror groups, PRO 4-A
(Police Regional Office 4-A) and the Cavife
PPO are implementing securify measures
to deteet and disrupt this {the threats),
Bisnar said. (With a report from Anthony
Giron)

; T o
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- *Global AffairgCanada (GAC) alvises
gainstall travel to'the Mindanaoregion 3
¢ putban areasof PavaoCily)due
fhreat:of terrorist attacks - pl;
sdid in its updated | and

AdVISOLY. o e e
', "The government ofiCanada’sability to :
provideconsular assistancein this region. Commonwealth .
is Timited" it addec ST LN o advise against all tra
The {GAC &lsp advised its Citizens Mindafiao, irictading N ATl
: \against._n'on—essentia'it‘cravél"so':Davao City Tturged its citizensin Marawitoremain:
"'duerto.securify.Concerns anditheimple- indoors, moritor -media-and follow the
, mertation Ofmarﬁallaw_zn.‘gbe Mindanao advice of authorities. .. — Janvic Mateo

CTeEIoTL v e ¥:

It also reiterated its warning against
traveling to the Sulu archipelago and
- through the southern Sulu Seés, including
the waters off southern Palawan lsiand,
due to the threat of piracy and kidnap-
ingsinthisarea. -~ -

“There is a sericus risk of terrorist
attacks and kidnappings in this region.
Bombs causing deaths and injuries have
exploded in public areas of major centers,
including the cities of Cagayan de Oro,
Cotabato, General Santos, Isabela; Jolo,
Kidapawan and Zamboanga,” said Ca-

nadian government.
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Russia wants -
engagements with Assodiation of
Southeast ‘Asian Nations {Asean)
membez states, Defense Becretary
Dalfin Lorenzana has said.

aythirk they would like 1o have
an engagement with Asean and
since jwe are the chairman now,
maybesthey would like to have &

foothgld maybe to deal with the .
other’members of the Asean,” -

Loremana saldswhea asked about
the wars
ties bef;waien the Philippines and
Rassxam an -exclusive interview in
Mosew,»Russmiast Tuesday.
“Infam., they are.alveady dealing
with other members of Asgan, like
Vietnam, because they had a close
relationship before. In fact,
Viemnam has bought from them
sofe military equipment.”
Lorenzana was part of
Pregident Duterte’s four-day visit
to Russta, a trip that was oub shm’i,
by the fighting between Malaﬁe
Group berrorists and rdibary s

‘more.

cuzigy and defonise

in Maraws Clty, Lanao de 18ur.

Earlier, the two naiions gigned
an Agreement o Defense
Cooperation that wiE pavethe way
for more exch%s hetwgen their

defense estebligkements,

Meanwhile,

' "Industry (PCCT) anid fhe Chamber

Thursday at the Four Seasons Hatel
with Trade Secretary Ramon Topez

Prospects. of SIgned agreements
batween thé two conntries.
Lopez spoke to represen‘t
Dutel'te ~who had £ cut short his
- visit fo Russia, following the
eription:ofviclence mMarawi: City.

ept is in control of

AlaLis business as

sg;@?befmm iaundreds
usiness & in Russia.

e noted the Tobust economy

at the helm to build up confidence
in robust’ trade and busmess"

inthe Bhilippires and continued

confidence of the people, in
President Thterse's adminisbration
despite the.situation in Mindengo.

Deputy Minister Alexander
Tsybulsky of the Ministry of
Feenomic . Devetﬂpmené of the

%’s%w gﬁ;n ‘Welcomadrthe

s

Commeres.and indusnry of the

Russian Federation gathered last th
.,Phxhppmes

“WeWﬁ?nt to assure everybody

e‘bwsmesq forum celebrated
the szgnmg of a{gl 'eementshetween

Joey Gﬂncepv mn, smd Sécretary
¢ fia-of the

Technolog) ahmoug-éhe\wmneqses
" Deseribiingg the Philippinesas a
“bnght sp{atm Asia;” Lopez shared.
the Duterte admmastratwn s
ec{momu pr grart, which:geal is
to emporwer the coUBtTy's micro,-
small, avod medium enterprises and
provide: more job opportwutxes for
the prople.

In summary, Lopez said the
econ.omic program of the Duterie
adpjinistration ultimately seeks to
brimng “growlh and prosperify gnd’
better economic life F6T

F‘Ll;pmos. P%

Gelc. r"‘

onhomalloom - Teo o
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l-helpnig ‘eas;hmg, aldmg, conne{snng .t %nad Forces aze: comnutt.ad ».stof
: them d.&mkmg thebe groups, this missier. Because:of this
Pad sl . -comaitment, it is sad that we; ‘have.

: Kk e'they ave yet, 50 confxrm__ - do.offerTives in ercier 0. aecom';)hsh_
the dentltles «of ‘those foreign, _-_thaﬁ," said Padifla, adding thaf it
. tm'w;rwts “who “have only just  isdor *the exact veason- Wizy it's
entored the country, the-general - impogkantfor civiliansto ceopera.te
saidithat those who have resided - Heslso added that now moze
here may have ‘been “frying to  than gver, itis important for fiﬁ%;
esca'ﬁa thelong arm of thelaw in -eountry tp become a membemof
thel 1'espeet1ve countries” - - -naticns who are coilectwéﬁy
H'e wlgo added that most of the  working to fight terrozism and

mernbers of the Maute Group have  extremism. : PREA
o
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'tamly not discriniinate’ agamsf ANy sector nf"the jig

‘ipino ;popuilation in the performance of its duty,
‘whether the patients’be on'the, -government-side or
_otherwise, espemaily when Et comes: to health-relat-

“ed emergencxes " she said.,
Accordmg to Lt. Col. }o-Ar Herrera, spokesper—
“son for the Army' 5.15t Infantry Division, 15 govern-
"ment men—i3 soldiers and two pohcemen-—have
heen killed, and 45 have been wounded. Asmany as
42 from the enemy :camp have been killed. But
here’s the unfortunate thing: The number of slain
civilians is uncerfain. g
©  The fighting bas mgg&red a wave of evacua-
tions, with-everyvone capable of leaving, including
children and the elderly, striving to get out of the
embattled city. More than half of Marawi’s over
200,000 residents were said to have fled by the
end of the week. They set out on the road to lligan
City—and hopefully, safety—with only what
they could carry with them. In a heartening act,
"Yolunteers lined the road t6 hand out food and
water to the fleeing Maranaw, many of whom
would walk 1o arduous hours to get to the neigh-

boring city.

dpoli n.thiee weeksto wrest]
leavmg 10; ooo ‘nouses: razed, 218 peop}e..dead 1
~dreds ‘injur d ‘more than 100,000 residents

displaced.;.Zamboanga‘Ciw still hias o fiilly recov- -
ightmare ‘today, and MNEF founder;

serdfrom: 4
‘Nur Misuari, has‘yet to'he

his men’

rought to account‘

s.crimes:
The Intematmnal Commxtt&e of the Red Cross

hasreminded both govemment forcesand: terror—- i

ists in Marawi to gpare civilians in the fighting.
“Internatjonal ‘humanitarian Jaw remains applica-

ble in this situation,-even after the declaration of -
martial Jaw in Mindanao. As such it must be:re-~
spected at all times and by all the parties,” said .
Pascal Porchet, head of the ICRC de]egatmn i the &

Philippines.

In resisting the : advance and roonng otit the agents o
of terroristn in Marawid, it is important that lives, espe-
clally of noncombatants, be protected and saved. it s

also important that in the imposition of martial law in
the whole of Mindanao, the abuses for which Ferdi-
nand Marceos’ martial law was notoricus be prevented
and avoided. And nio, rape jokes certainly de not help.

e
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: wemi to seea situation dlmostthe-same as -

‘fhat almost 45 years ago, starting on-Oct.: 21,

--1g72,-0r axnonth.after then Presiden Ferd
nand Marcasdeclared martial’ Iaw :
- Rebels calling themselves “TKiag

drove ‘f;hmugh the streets -of Marawi

(f City on ‘Day 3 of the siege. We were";"
t 1 headed taCity Hall, ‘where Mayor Majdl ;-
! Gandamraand hisrelativeshad dugin/ Tt felt -

home after Soboh (déwn). ‘prayers 3
metia Tagtag group of boys infull batfie gear

g neﬁémungnder

tacked ‘Marawi :and ‘declared ‘Moro’ mdepen-‘_. and:e

- -dence.Banggolo, the'busy cornmercial-center;”

g was-empty, asnow. Fully armed Tebelsoce

‘sionally marched onthe streets, ashow. ’I’hen;
. Mayor ‘Omar ‘Dianalan, now - deceased, “held”
* temporary oHice at Plaza Cabili surreunded
by hisrélativesiand a few policemen (the.chief -

~ of police Had earlierdefected to the rebels),
- while “frantically .asking for Teinforcements

i from 2 nearby ‘military .camp. Now, Mayor
' {Gandamra was*Holding fort at City Hall sur-

Joundeé byiustw,o;pohceaescerts andhis;per-..-
| government forces resisted fercealy. ft was;
promising to’bea drawns out’battlebutithe

dirrival of then Brig. Gen: Fidel V. Raniosion - “hered ‘and ‘underpowered terrorists? But g

- ithe-third day broke the 1mpasse News of - amonlyatramed hngator,notasold:ar
‘Ramos’.“reinforcement” spread . fast -and "

"reached the rebéls. It damperied their fight-

sonal security group af relatives (the: deputy’
cl'uef of palicewaskilled in action), and.lke:

! wise: ‘seeking’ heip from: mshtary‘authenues

| ping-up operations against the rebels. The
' 1g72 rebellion lasted for about three days I
remember it-clearly:

It was a guiet, chilly morning, We were
walking bnskly from the mosque towazd

sLitad avrote this fas skirmishes ‘continted;:
‘thh govemment froops -starting=mop--

Unzversnzy o o”idums de
" iof ‘the Wiero Tevolution @nd *rantmg Tionstop
about:Moro grievantes, Marawi-came:close to

-government forces fought valiantly.
There wasa: clear stalemate, a scene one

ing spiritand deterred the réinforcement of
-~ other rebel groups, who believed that' the

generai had come with bartalions of soldiers

to defend the camp It was psywar in action,

.marclnng and shouungAHahHoAkbart(Gad isr
€il

falling into their handsbist for Catnp! Keithley
{renamed ‘Amaipakpak), where outnumbered_

sees in :the. mmowvies. . Tie JEbElS ‘had e

.grouped-and were targetmg the camp;ithe..

in: Gebquxt;f" and‘ﬂew toMaram w1th only'
‘his staff: whenhelearned.of the siege. 4
. Buthispresence: ‘proved: to‘bert‘neﬁtlppmg
pomt ‘The- camp defenders’ flagging morale
was, lifted when' they saytheirchief.among

dy Eddie”

the soldiers. ‘He"‘p

defensesiby: strengthemng ﬁghtm ) 'posmons
-eas, -and

d .realxgnmg the trogps ] mak

rebels evenmai!y Wrthdrew Forthzs smgular.
feat,;Ramos was awarded:the’ “sttmguasheci
ConductBtar-on Titly 4, 1986, For: conspxcu~
ouscourageand gallantry in action™ . '

“These .came to-mind as 1 pondered ‘on
how to :end the viclence in Marawi, Maybe
-ithe wisdom.and.courdge-of a General Ramos
s mesded? Maybestt Teqmres sotie idecisive

~and surgical militdry operation, avoiding hit-
“ting civilians, :to drive -away ‘the’ outnum-

! cabang o anto (amb_
to@yahoo, com), UP Law 1967, was a 2 Ful-
bright Fellow to New York University for
his postgraduate studies. He has served
in the government in various capacities

.o
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A
dysfunetional Establishim
asse ions :of mdw;dual

L etested “'Establxshment" includes .
- veryone M. Duterte -and.

.the 20;16

toral,campal
by.the Aquinos: that came to power after
| ‘Edsa , the ‘business «lites :that ‘benefited
} from ‘and supported the. latter, the Catholic
' bxshops the mainstream media, the West-
© ernpress, theglobal advoecates of democra-

" ey and civil Tibertiés, the United ‘States, the
" such powers under marti

* Furopean Union, and the United Nations. -

- Asa legal’instrument in'the hands of the

chief executive, martial law itselfisno longer
" what it nsed fo'be. The framers of the 1987
. Constitution- essentially stripped it of ex-
tracrdinary powers by explicitiy subjecting it
to review by-coequal branches of the state,
- namely the jegislature and the judiclary.

But, as a political concept, ML draws its
considerable sting not so much from is
constitutlonal basis as from the remem-
brance of its past uses and abuses—-its ra-
tionalization as a tool of last Tesort, memo-
ries of the unspeakable brutality it brought
out among its enforcers, and the enduring
terror it instilled in our people.

" “fightandTwill pray foryow
" for.everything. Wagna kayort
worry) During martial ia

free soldiers-and police officers. Who act, 111 '
gally—whether on ordersof : itheir:superiors
or not—from criminal Hability. Martial law
does not suspend the Bill of Rights, nordoes it
replace civilian courts with-military courts, Tt
obligates the President t0 report to Congress,

andthe latter to assess ML's factual basis. -

We have been assured that the:guidelines
issued by the Armed Forces of the Philippines
are more mindful of the restrictive provisions
of the new Constitution. Still, I am alarmed by
the AFP spokesperson s warning that they re-
serve the right to “censure” {sic) published -
material and restrict the freedom of expres-
sion. I don't think the law allows them..

" constitute.only a:small particledn a still evolv-

kb

Page:

as mﬂuenaal as they xmay be, th

ing legal system. And; as T said, the prevailing
‘political climate is not exactly hospitable to
legal arguments, What istobe done?...
Let:Congress and the high court debate
the justification for martial faw. But, as cit-
zens of this republic, let us not waste our
breaths supplying the reasons for why we
need martial law. That is how we get accus-
tomed to losing our freedoms. Let us rermain
focused instead on what we need to do to
defend-what remains of our democracy.

publiclives@grmail.com
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aybe wk ; nt’
More.. by yet ‘another; outrageous
sta,tement from our motor~mouthnf

!mar e.ANgT rate,aoffendedand;.-pame
gaking tto soldiers who had ‘survived
ki s agam'st self-proclaimedy
“terfetistst whi had overtun the ity
; Manam thePresident joked”. on; Fn&ayitha
"troDpers - ‘cotild “rape p ito thréé womier”:
-and the “wouid ‘take responsabihty in their
N piace ‘even doa-stint in;prisonforithen. =
"at ‘the.President didnt saythis'

 so-galled tertoris
the human-rightsof civilians-or: combatants
Tristesd, HE-hEsught qp the" SosSIHil
wormendE grapedby: wgoldiers. ~W@Tﬁenlaﬁa—.
it appears “in his view a “normal’ target
.abuseimtimes of War, even’ by-soldiers. Wi
‘he notiin: effect giving the: soldiers™ ,penms
“sioni" 1o rape any woman they-encountes?. <
" Everi moré offensive is the- interpretation:
.bysume mediz outietsthat Mr. Dutertermade |
. the-comments @bout:rape dn jest “to:lift: the -
" gpirits of trocps" charged with quelling t'tus
latest outrage, which led'him to declare ‘Thar-
tidllaw throughout'the island af Mindanao.”
' ‘Whaaat? Assurance of being ‘exonerat::,
' ed shouild ‘they. commit crimes i #he-
- course-of putting down the occupation: of
Marawi-—specifically of getting away with
rape—is all our soldiers and police need'to °
lift their morale? Are we counting on de--
fenders of democracy, or thugs obeying
the harebrained orders of their boss, as we

battle this terroristic outrage?.
. ik

€T
zeven -1f, rorxespecxa‘liy if,hie wasgokmg. is
' thatthexmade them dn Mal’an,Whlﬂh\:l
i sonye «ofitthe: J,!DDSt‘aCOnSEI'VHtWB aueas mf

Muslim ‘Mmdanao #hat has,
omeeven: morefundamentahst
h

'Surely, the Maranaw
ority ;among ‘the. ‘residents jof Marawi

“cially whenissuingforthfromither mouth

Vo sn:tmg President—ayia‘jokeiorias a:

means of lifting:the spirits of: soldiers.
~s“IHere are S0 Jmany ‘questions ‘being
raised aboutithe need:to declare martial .
“Jaw throughout Mindanao, with:.a very:

"mminent threat of the declaration cov-

‘ering the Visayas and Lukon as:well But..
‘the President's attempt at: humor atithe
expense of women needs to be de-

nounced immediately, .

;- Noteworthy is the fact that, instead of
calling for immediate aid for the hapless
civilians fleeing Marawi and  facing
shortages-of water, food, medicines and

: héir lives as:theyfiee’ xthrough'

' \even a*conglomeratlon of Dutert;e_

rethemai- '_
- Négosyo " (Businéss

swillnot take the mention.ofrape—espe: -

onés, sthe. ,*Presxiien 'mstead ‘hose

ither Aqumo-aione,

FOnemons Regwn in Mustim :
the first in the ARMM but the 508t 'such
centérinrthe tolmiry. o
.. _-Senator Bamhad to be: there ‘betng the
-author of the G& ’Negosyo Law that directs
the DT to estabilish the-centers inall mu-
nicipalities “to give micro ‘and :small en-
tTepTeneurs access to-entreprenenrship adn
ucation, mentorship, money and markets™”

- Malice, my ‘ol journalisrm teachers
taught us, is simply “knowing that some-
thing s not true but going ahead and pub-
lishing it as the truth. " The "alternative fact-
ers” in thiscase are certaindy guilty of malice,
but inthis age of trolls and antisocial media,
can we expect anything better from them?
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i "fésk,éhd{ 'fqp_;i:o rigiistinsurgents
freim sowing chaes.and disorderin
E : i d‘Majg'

f’decia.'rra'ti01;_1-,'éP,nemdemt;D.uteﬁaddesc_n ed the

a consequence of placing Mindanac under martial

atfocifiesicommitted by theMaute groupasatiempts nsequence of placing Minda :
o temote Mindanao - statting With MarewiiCity - 12w e Bave been g1 lot-of bad publicity
from its allegiance 0 the governmers and prevent anyway withall these k;c_irteglpingsiinfhe south,the
the presiderit from enforcing laws o maintain public bel eading.of foreigners and the recent siege inBohol.
order and safety. The viojence displayed by the Maute It's about #jiné someone really took the bull by the
terrotists and their act.ofhois'ﬁngfheblackﬂag-pr_SIS hQI:ﬂS}'f' hesaid. - - oo L e
(Tslamic State in Irag and Syria) in various private ““The peade and order situation in Mindanao has:
and government facilities is proof that the extrernists deteriorated since 1986, .and no administration has
yeally taken decisive stéps to end the insurgency prob-

want to-establish an ISIS wilayat or provincecovering ally {ace; J ,
Mindanao — all of which effectively constitute zebel- Jem in the south. Ladmire Presidenit Duterte for his
lion. According to reports, foreign terrorists were also guts, determiriation and decisiveness,” Arthur said.
amiong those killed during the clashes —underscoring If there's anyone who knows about the situation in
Mindanao very well, it would be none other than Rody

the link between Maute and international extremists. /A
"~ Several groups are questioning the president’s move, Himself sincehe hails from Davao and grew up inaplace
saying it was an overreaction that could pave the way “fhat wagonceknown as the “Wild Wild West” .~
for human righits violations by the military. But the fact .+ For'many Mindanaoans, simply ‘derfounding the
of the matter is ~ the 1987 Constitution, which was a atrocities of terrorists or employing “diplomacy” in
cleareaction to the Marcos era, has enough safeguards dealing with rebel groups isTo Jonger an option. The
to prevent the abuse of power, For one, martal law is fightinghas been 80@5 ort for several-decades, with
limited to a pexiod of 60 days. The Supreme Court also many renegade and terrorist groups sprouting over
has the power to review the suspension of the writ of the years, spreading chaos and displacing hundreds of
thousands df people living in conflict-affected areas.

habeas corpus or determine if the basis for the declara- oL : \ vIng in. _
Honissufficient, Today’s 1987 martiailaw constitutional * ™ - Mindanaoans feel the time is right to place Mindanao
provision compared to the 1935 Constitution is so di- 10 ¢ mzcjer maz;tz'al law, and agree that the presidentshould
luted, it practically has no teeth. | .., e e ;Z"\Tfﬁsbf ,ﬁﬁ@ﬁgﬂ dealing ;«’;ﬂ} these barbarians.

A
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development plan wouldfinally be
amajor policy plank of the Palace.

| shared that sense of celebra-
tion, knowing how history has
heen unkind to Mindanac. | wrote
one piece that had this essential
therne. The 2016 elections broke
the stranglehold of the Tagalog-
Pampango areas on presiden-
tial elections, a development we
should all welcome, ] wrote then.
The leadership equation had been

ckewed toward one particulas

part of the country and that was
unhealthy for democracy. ’

tust Jook at this unhealthy
leadership equation. The Com-
monwealth president was
from Aurora provinge, now a part
of Central Luzon. The president
Mr. Duterte replaced was from
Tarlac, also a part Central Luzon,
The president before Mr. Aquine
comes from Pampanga, Tarlac’s
neighboring province. Mindanao
nad never been given (he Jeader-

“ship break it deserved. -

What a relief that this strangle-
hold was finally broken in 2016.
Finally, many said, the tand of
Promise would get the develop-
ment attention i deserved. Re-
dressing a long record of neglect,
whether this is ethnic of regional,
is a mandate of the state.

Paving rcal attention 10 ‘the
development of Mindanac is an
jmperative, both a meral one and

~ alan
A FTER the 2016 elections, many.
ypressed a sense of celebra-

tion and hope. First over the fact -~ 3
that Mindanag, after decades in -
the leadership wiiderness, finally
got its ‘president, Second was the:
intention of Mz Duterte (an inten- "

" tion he'later formalized), o siaff
. his key positions with Mindanao
: natives. Third was this: the expec-
tation that a Mindanao-centric

The Wanda Times

SUNDAY
STORIES

MARLEN V.
RONQUILLO

an economic one. _

The economic one is-easy to
explain.

With its agriculture sector fully
developed, Mindanao can feed
the whole country, it can function
as the country's true bread basket.
The soil is not only fertile and suit-
able for agricultural production
on & massive scale. 1£1s FMD-free,
which makes it an ideal center
for meal production and exports.
We can‘t underestimate the com-
mercial value of an FMD-free area.
The precipitation level is better
than most parts of the county. It
is also the region least visited by
devastating typhoons.

The unexplained anomaly that
dry and drought-prone Pampanga
is hoth a meat-processors haven
and @ thriving area for poultry
and hog preduction weuld finally
cease to be an anomaly once Mind-
anao ‘s livestock and poultry sector
gets started. Because of the simple
fact that Mindanao is the most
idea) area for such purposes.

Mindanao is a land of mi-
granis and this s the universally
accepted truth. Ascas peopled
by migrants are daring, more
predisposed 10 creativity and
enterprise and more adventur-
ous than areas not benefitted
by massive waves of migra-
tion. Silicon Valley, the not-so-
humungous enclave in and just
off the California’s Bay Area
was built, in part, on the backs
of driven migrants. MoTe, Min-

sity systemn and Metro Davao is
Txhibit A of that fact. Any and
all efforts to build knowledge-
hased and technology enclaves
in the region can get support
from the nniversity system.

The moral dimension is easier

to explain.

Mindanao, the original Land bf
Promise, never got the adequate
policy attention, TeSCUICES and
wherewithal to fully develop its
potentials. The national govern-
ment, from time immemorial and
because of the failure ¢f Mindanao
to send Jeaders to lmperial Manila,
just paid lip service to the region
but failed to deliver the funding
and the policy attention required.
All talk, no real acdon. .

In the Muslim Mindanao part
of the region, the govemment just
allowed political warlords and rob-
ber barons to run the place - the
state’s leadership proxy - until this
part reached its apex of chaos and
underdevelopment. Hereis aregion
with poverty and illiteracy rates his-
torically past the 50 percent levels,

Throughout much of the na-
tion's history, Mindanao bas
heen essentially the graveyard
of grand but broken promises
and fickle and flimsy govern-
ment atiention.

The recent decision of President
Duterie Lo impose martial law on
Mindanao is the supreme tragedy
of the region - a nalive of the
region imposing martial rule on
the region 1o save it from 3 fall
into the precipice. The greal hopes
of mid-2016 has turned into a
martial law declaration. A presi-
dent turns o martial law when
no other governing alternative is
lefi and this is now, apparenty,
+he situation in the region. 11 1s all

Page:
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~ The Land of Promise is once more

danao has an excellent gniver-

too dlear, according to statements
fiom the Palace, that M1 Duterte
has 1o other alternative except that
recent one.

And the worst thing that could
happen to a place in modem times
- 10 be the operating territory for

1slamic fundarentalists with links

to the brutal and savage 1518 -
happened in Mindanao, according
1o the presidential declaration. The
Abu Sayyaf and the Maute groups
have the conscience and cold-
bloodedness of the fundamental-
ists sowing terror across Europe,
the Middle East and North Africa.

“Those you see on the news that

do beheading husmans as routing
as doing grocery. co e

A martial law declaration is al-
ways a blot on the innate civility
of 2 democracy and democracy’s
supposed built-in capability to
deal with major problems. In-
cluding the breakdown of peace
and order. Senator Honasan has
raised a good point, The failure of
the intelligence bodies (they have
funds and they have supposedly
trained personnel] was very clear
on the overnight sampage of the
Maute Group. Whether the group
has 18IS links or not is not even
the issue, 11 1s ks capability to sowW
terror at will, and ‘with hardly
any prompt sesponse from the
concerned miiitary units.

Andthis is the bigger point taught
to us by history. Force, hisiorically,
has never been the harbinger for
peace and for development.

That Mindanao has come 1o
(his is an unbearable burdef
on both Mr. Duterie and every
Filipino who wants Mindanao
(o fulfill its great polentials, We
can only pray that his martial law
declaration will reverse the cur-
rent chaos in the region.
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T OMEONE shou]d tell 1he
President to stop talking, and
for his communications ieam 10
take control. Because the crisis

in Marawd has revealed that heis .

precond}tloned ‘at theworst time
to say the:worst things.

Tt doesn’t matter-if he's here 10
begin with, or he's arriving from 2
foréign trip. It doesn’t even matier
that he has heard the public outcry
against the martial faw declara-
tion, the fears that have been in
the newspapers, on social media,
out on the streets. He says what he
wants. No one stops him.

Right there is why he is the worst
leader to have at 2 time like this.
There is no sense of control. No
sense of prder. There is no sense
that he knows what he’s doing.
And It gets worse.

A Russian junket

it was bad enough that on May
23, no one was in charge.

The first news report declared
that the firefight between the
Armed Forces of the Philippines

The anila Times

Out of control

FRADIKAL
CHICK

KATRINA
STUART
SANTIAGO

and the Maute fighters started at
2 pan. When we started hearing
about the Maute members being
seen in different places in Marawi,
it was in the afternoon. During that
streich of time, there was nothing
10 be heard from Malacafiang - not
apeep. By evening AFP spokesman
Restituto Padilla declared that
whatever was going on in Marawi
was “AFD-initiated ”

Soon after, Thinkmgl’-’moy

" talks to National Security Ad-

viser Hermogenes Esperor: Jr. via
Facebook live, and he contradicts
Padilla; “No, no, no, no. What
he meant might have been that
the Armed Forces is actually in
operations, they have ongoing
operations against one very well-

known tersorist Ieader, 50 sfia ang
nagsimulz no'n.”

Drawing the line between what
was happening in Basak Malut-
Jut where the AFP had ongoing
operations 1o get the terrorist
leader, and what was going on
i Marawi, Bsperon further said:
1t could be refated, (but) yung
atiack sa hospital could be a di-
versionary tactic, or there could
be some situations that are devel-
oping simultaneotsly.”

Soon after that interview with
Esperon, Padilla released a writ-
ten statement, repeating his
earlier one about this heing an
AFP-initiated attack.

Silence from Malacafiang. No
one 1o clarify contradicting state-
ments. Andanar, Abella and even
Mocha were in Russia. Walang tao
sa tindahan, Nasa junket lahat.

Repercussions,
outcomes

Meanwhile, at around the same
time that Esperon and Padilla were
trying to allay our fears, media
was mtemewmg the people of
Marawi on live television, with

Page:
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CNN Philippines taking the lead
and with Pia Montiveros at the
helm. The latter is crucial because
Hontiveros has the professionalism
10 get stories straight, asking the
right questions so that we might
have a better sense of what's
happening on the ground.

And of course whatever we wert
hearing both from the news, and
what was being posted on social

" media - credible and incredible

-~ was enough for the rest of the
country 1o take notice. What is
going on in Marawi?

No one answers from Malaca-
fiang. At some point in the eve-
ning Armed Forces Chief of Staff
Eduarde Afio would start speak-
ing for the AFP in different news
shows, asserting that everything
was under controk.

Close o midnight we {finaliy!)
see Abella of the Presidential Com-
municaticns Office, and all he
had 1o say was that the President
wanted hirn (o announce that mar-
tial law was being declared in all of
Mindanao - contradicting the idea

»SantiagoASd
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-'mormng, and until the follow: -
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‘O al :izpr :29!

That hings wete "indercontrol
Through 10 ‘mldmg_ht -early

we'wolld hedz it being -

and “rolls: stop spreadmg false
news! ‘Here! Here's an official
statement from the military! From
the President’s men! This i is what
we listen tal - '-
But thatisto put into questlon
stones from the grotind, firsthand

ered by mainstream media, from

the peopie themselves Vike En-

Hiquez interviewing residentsready

toevatuate, apriesttalking dbout a-

‘Chirch being burned down. How

‘could those stories not matter?

’ deathly silent, we listentor peop“i

<

e When you have 2 Premdenna] :

-'-Commumcatmns ‘Oifice: that is

-andwe cross- our’ﬁngers that we're
nol bemg had Rt

Gag’hlm

both these narratives have alréady

‘been put into questionby people”
_on the-ground, and well, by the-
«chiefof police himself beingalive

-

o Premdems strong man’ 1mage='
" “was on overdrive, talking miartial

Meanvihilethe Presrdem hsmseff .
s being had. As- -of today, four
-days ‘since ‘he ‘declated martial
Tawbecause, among otherthings, .
the chief of police of Malabang,
Tanao del Sur was beheaded, and’
a hospital *has been taken over,”

‘1w, and throwing atound-a joke
about havmg lefr the documen '

_"that was u&ﬁecessary ‘that wis ™
" 'making light -of 2 declaration-
that weighs: hezvi-611 the‘heart of-

‘the'nation, and is zeasonffor fear

for's gvemon 2 yriters

“ics activiets and civilians. Fears

; ofabuse and violeneecan make

one Tose sleep over this martial

P
“pen diring martial Taw,

o and otherwise)

“hewill g go
‘to jail for- soldiers’ zndlscrenons

' ”Ako "na ng magpakul‘ong, pag

i, PreSIdem ‘And there 15 abso-
" lutely no‘excuse Tor statemems'
‘like‘that .one, 'said in jest:orseris:
: fous}y, ina Tlme of mamﬂ éaw.

“Your tiolls askthat we smp cn.’u-

_cxzmgyou:} 1 need 10 get 2 grip.
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- andordered fHie suspension:of
-"haheascbi;_pus;oven-ail:éﬂ\ﬁinﬂan'a Wed

s -::«-iE\ir;ané,-kRﬁési'daﬁt'
mar.ﬁa‘&ilaw.fover"athe-enth'e,l?}ﬁ]ippine‘s via
ch

fionwhichstatedthatthePresidentiasthe
Commanderin-Chisfofallarmed orcesof -

B .
ki

i

AN

Ty I IO
k- ¥:

-Pmc_lamaji_(_iﬁ?No.fiﬁBx;zseﬁ:x_es-qf:gs';’z;Sﬂ '
=proélarﬁaﬁo’nféllsuﬁdérﬂq'é'&gamm}s&

ﬂlePkﬁﬁppmés;maysuspenﬁﬂlepﬁvﬁeges '
of the writ of habbas corpus’or place’any °
part af-the :Phﬁippines:undef'ihaxﬁél}iawi :
“i prevelit oF suppress wless, violence, -
invasion, insvifrection, or rebellion; orin- -
minent danger thereof, when the public *

safety requiresdt.” = 0 T
Th contrast, President Duterte igsned

His declaration of martial law over Ming-
anap (Proclamation No. 216, seriés af 2017
under the 1987 Constitution, which Tinits
the President’s-pawemtcputanypaﬁﬁqithe -

Philippines under martial law andrstspend
the privilege of therwrit of habeas corpis;

only during cases “of invasionor rebellion,

when the public safety requiresit”. - = -

Whereas the 1935 Consfitation p}g&d

e

HE KATION'S LLATHNG NEWEAFDE

FFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail

t leastia maj
nbers, revokethe pro
; Xtéhﬁzits\vélidi;yibéybndr;th
‘getin the Donstitution.
Shouldanywitizengueston

uafbisoithieprods

eninfimessof rebellionc
onstititfion hotild stilthe phek

ibes corpus shallonly apply

those

- Chpirod with rebellion or invasion. And

‘Mo -arrested inder the Su spension :of

. ;f@e@ﬁtmﬁéﬁbe charpedwithinfhreedays

Aicleat whange between the 1635 ‘and
987‘Con5ﬁmtion5'-was.*’fhe:déleﬁon’:offﬁxe

phrase, /.07 imminent danger. thereof)”

‘from fhe provision listing the conditions

-upon-which martial law canbe declared.”
- ~Not onlydeesthe 1987 Constitution
limnit fhe reasons the President can-
. decliire martial law, it takes away any
_arbitrariness to howthose conditions can
“pe.interpreted or determined. In other.

~words, only when it has been unequive-

~-callyestablished thatthe countryisheing

invaded or that & rebellion taking place
“ean martial law be legally proclaimed.

~ -None of the aforementioned limits
axisted in the 1935 Constitution.

o E-mail: angara.ed@gmail.com]
- Freebook & Twitter: @edangard

clamatio o
fi-dey it

Tnfact, the suspensionsoizthe it of
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f .and even tension inithis fifth ineeting.

= iForatime, theywerenot sureof. meetn’i dgain’

‘after President ‘Duterte stopped the talks Tast

February fallowing attacks by the New People’s’
Army(NPA) i invarious partsof the! countryover the -
:government’s refusal to release: soirie 400 political
prisoners, After some back-channel talks, the two’

sides agreed to meet agam f{)r then‘ ﬁfth sessmn b
! " the NPA, butiai: the Maute which is inspired by the

‘May2610 June:2.
“But then last Tuesday, Presadent Duterte pro-

claimed-martial law in Mindanao, adding the next
day that he may extend it o the entire country if

the threat of terrorism posed by the Maute Group

spills out of Mindanao. The Communist Party of the

Philippines (CPP) immediately countered on its

website with a directive to the NPA to step up their
offensives in the country. .

Relations between the Philippine govermment
and the CPP-NPA have always been problematic,
which is probably why the NPA rebellion has lasted
all these 47 years. President Duterte, countirg on
his close relations with Jose Ma. Sison, founding
chairman of the CPP and now chief political con-
suitant of the NDF, initiated the new peace talks

—

i

{ANILL: SULLETIY

- ‘govemment "
- “reaction, saying it had madea: false readmg.of the

" proclamation. Martlal law, he said, is not: aamed at

Page: __ T

andh those:of the NationalDemocratic 1
Front (NDF) resurme theirtalks this ‘
! weekmNoordwgkAnn-see,Nether- :
Iands, jt will be with a.great-dedl of: uncertamty S

) lstep up thelr attacks in respense&to t‘he proclamas
~ tion of martlal it 'W,what:happens now fotHe: ‘eace
talks? o

Secretary Sﬂ,vestre Bello ’III chéirman of *the
: otlatmg panel deploreﬂ the CPE

extremist Islamic State movement The CPP may

well retort thatin martial law,.government.opera-

tions without the normal judicial processes would
affect all opposing the Armed Forces in the field.
There will bé some effort to clamfy ‘matters at

this week’s fifth meeting of the ‘negotiators in the

Netherlands. Bello and the other government panel-
istswill tell the NDF negotiators that the CPP-NPA
should not feel threatened by martial iaw. It is un-
certain if the NDF panel will see logicin this. In any
case, 25 Sisonhad earlier ¢larified it isthe CPP-NFA
in the field which will make the decision.

After all the progress that has been achieved in
the previeus four meetings, it would be truly unfor-
tunate if all their efforts will now come to naught.
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riminals, not NPA, target of martial law
Jorth betweer: the CPP-NDF and defense officials, peace taiks beiween the Philippine

the Netherlands

L orenzana: C

Despife the back-and
government and NDF continue in
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-+ and Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana on
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DAVAQO CITY, Philippines — Martial law g2 0a8 20
will not specifically target” the

«ed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) ©

Saturday, May 27, said the Anr
aw is implemented in Mindanao.

New People’'s Army (NPA) as martial |

Lorenzane issued the media sigtement following reieases from the Nalional Democratic Front
(NDF) and NDF chief nolitical consultant and Communisl Party of the Philippines (CPP) founder
Jose lariz Sison hitting the defense chief for supposedly saying the NPA wili also be & largel

of "l

26, the NDF panel ang Sison said the Philippine

in separate statements released on May
government had already said the NFA is not 8 targetl of martial law, "contrary” io Lorenzana's

siatement.
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“The GRP side has clarified that the NPA is not & target. In fact President Duterte himself told
Fidel Agcaoiii in their recent meeting that the GRP and NDFP should unite against terrorist groups

like the Maute group and Abu Sayyaf,” said Sison in a statement.

Lorenzana, who reports directly to the President as defense chief and as martial law administrator,

~egag they wili-foliow President-Rodrigo Dulerte’s-directives on.martial law which weg imposed to R
address radical ielamic terrorism and narce-terrorism in Mindanao.”

Amid ongoing peace efforts between the Philippine government and the communists, Lorenzana,

however, emphasized that NPA members who break the law will not be spared.

“ et me emphasize. however, that members of the CPE-NPA who will engage in criminal and
illegal acts such as kidnapping, extortion, murder, and the destruction of property will be dealt with

or without martial faw,” he said.

Following the announcement of martial law. the CPP directed the NPA to "accelerate the
recruitment of new Red fighters” and “plan and carry out more tactical offensives across Mindanao

and the entire archipelago.”

Lorenzana said in his statement: "Gusto ko lang liwanagin ang mensahe ko sz CPF-NPA. Huwag
na kayong rakigulc pa sa nangyayari ngayon sa windanao. Do not force the government's hand,
Immediately stop all ilegal activities and abide by the true spirit of the peace process. This is the

only way we can move forward.”

{I want to make my message to the CPP NEA clear: Do not add to the chacs in Mindanao. )

in & press conference on May 26, AFP spokesman Brigadier General Restitutc Padilia gave the
same warning.

“f the NIPA continues io violate our laws and with impunity atiack our forces. then we will deal with
that accordingly.” he said.

te the back and forth between the defense depariment and the military with the CPP-NDF

Despi
...2¢ talks between the Philippine government and the NDF were set

and Sison, the *v 0 ek
to begin Saturday. May 27. in the Netherfands.

Pariners versus {errorism

Both Sison and the NDF panel said thal Duterie himself had foid the NDF's Fide! Agoaoili that
both sides should stand together againsi groups such as the “iSiS-affiliated and CiA-supporiad”

Maute and Abu Sayval.
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led on the CPP’s central commities “to reconsider” its

Sison also noted that the NDF panel has cal
tion to Lorenzana's supposed statement.

orders to intensify NPA operations as a reac

The military and the rest of the Philippine govermment have repeatedly downpiayed fears of stale

abuses under martial law. Many Filipinos atiti carry with them the memories of human rights
~sbuses daring marbia: law under. ihe dicialo Ferdinand Marcos. Philippine officiale have insisted

thie will nof be the case this time.

Tnene nemEtel meTia iy and suspended the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in
Mindanac, following clashes between government troops and Maute and Abu Sayyaf Group
ilitary were conducting a "suig ical strike” to

members in Marawi City on May 23. Police and mi
- mapins, who is said to have direct contact with 1818,

neutralize Abu Sayyaf leader 25000 8

Government troops found themseives in clashes with members and supporiers of the terror
groups who had apparently embedded thamselves in the city. Terrified Marawi residents posted
photos of armed persons roaming the streels and hoisting 1SIS flags in the city.

PDuterte declared martial law i Mindanao while in Russia, less than 10 hours afier the clashes

began.

The Consitution sets the & 200 U TEE 180 5 - cwo: maximum unless exiended, subject to
cerain conditions. An exiension requires congressional approval. The Supreme Court may atso
review the basis for Dulerte’s deciaration. ~ Rappler.com

R e
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Pres. Duterte vows full support for troops fighting Maute
): Pres. Duterte vows full support for troops fighting Maute

From the Phifippine News Agency (May 27

__President Rodrigo Duterte has promised full support for government troops fighting the Maute

Sivihave my full supborli Seraping the hottom of thabatrel fo
»president Duterte told members of the 2nd Mechanized

“May full Support kayo sa akin
Iook for money o see you throl
infantry Brigade in Maria Cristina, lligan City Friday.

In his speech before the soidiers, he vowed that his administration wili provide everything they need,

“And because we have fth-'e;Wéa;@iﬁie;&é?hwfﬁe.féu:uji'zaﬁz-ani;'ém'cfié.wé’fhéké%fhééir";assets--fti : :
il £ oY very best na magamit 1ahat {to use dll oftheri)fo protect vou.at the time when vou are

fighting.” President Duterle said.

The Chief Executive aiso said he would take full responsibility for the outcome of martial law in Mindanao.

)... If you go down. } g& down. But for this martial law and the

"Sasamahan ko kayo (I will be with you
alone would be responsible.

conseguences of martial faw and the ramifications of martial law, | and |
Trabaho lang kayo. Ake na ang bahala (Just do your job and | will take care of the rest),” he said.

For the wounded soldiers, the President said there is a modemized hospital for them and that he has

bought all the equipment needed.
President Duterte later proceeded to the Mindanao Sanitarium and Hospital in Higan City to visit 29 soldiers

who were wounded in action, extending each a PHP100,000 check, part of the assistance they would

receive.
Me then went to St Peter's Funeral Homes in lligan City to pay his jzst respects 1o falien soldiers and

policermen.

For the family of each dead policeman and soidier, PHP250,000 will be extended upon complgtion of
requirements.
He also visied the wake of two civilian casualiies an ambulance driver and an ambulance utility

personnel.
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Military sniper engages Maute group in Marawi City
Published May 27, 2017 12:01pm
Government troops on Saturday morning continued to clash with members of the terrorist Maute Group

occupying strategic positions as they lay siege Marawi City.

An exclusive video by GIMA News' Jun Veneracion showed a military blocking unit engaging snipers of the
Maute group using the Philippine army's counter snipers,

Svir baEil JEMET SENCETTE BRpesal 1 governme roont to minimize the use of

Earlier, Marawi City 2 !
heavy artillery to avoid civilian casualties, as over & thousand residents are stifl trapped in their houses,

As of May 26, Friday the militery said that around 31 members of the group have been killed, while 11

soldiers and twe policemen died on the government side.

R I R T e 1
Coe T TR L,

The Maute group have also taken * 7 Deome 1 Marew

~Marlly Rome Bondoc/LBG, GMA News
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Military bombs terrorist positions in Marawi City

_ Published May 27, 2017 2:0tpm o R

Philippine security forces dropped more bombs Saturday on Marawi City in Mindanao
where they have been battling Islamist militants for five days, vowing no let up despite

the start of Ramadan.

President Rodrige Duterte declared martial law across the southern third of the
Philippines in response to the clashes, which have claimed at least 48 lives and he has

said are part of & campaign by the Islamic State group {o establish a local caliphate.

"We have identified where they are consolidating so we are doing surgical air strikes to
destroy the local terrorist group,” local military spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Jo-ar

Herrera told AFP,

Truckioads of exira marines were also seen driving into Marawi, one of the biggest
Muslim-populated cities in the mainly Catholic Philippines with about 200,000

residents.

The fighting erupted on Tuesday when dozens of gunmen went on a rampage
throughout Marawi in response fo an attempt by security forces to arrest Isnilon
Hapilon, a veteran Filipine militant regarded as the local leader of (S.

They planted black 1S flags, took a priest and up to 14 other people hestage from a
church, and set fire to buildings.

Thirteen soldiers, two policemen and 31 militants have died in the fighting, according to
authorities.

Two civilians were also confirmed killed inside a hospital that the gunmen had occupied
on Tuesday, and the military has said it investigating reporis that nine peopie were

murdered at a checkpoint the militants had set up.
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Duterte has vowed to extinguish the threat of the militants, whom he has said belong to
the local Maute terrorist group but are being backed by criminals in the area.

Nevertheless, Duterte also said on Friday that he was prepared to talk with the group's

His spokesman, Ernesto Abella, said this was partly an offer made in the spirit of the
Muslim hely month of Ramadan, which began in the Philippines on Saturday.

"Together we pray for an end to terrorism that falsely claims to advance islam and
seeks to subjugate our land to the brutal IS," Abella said in & statement.

"In this spirit of Muslim peace, the president has offered the hand of peaceful dialogue
to terrorist groups, to avoid bloodshed in this time of prayer, fasting and mercy.”

However there appear to be an extremely small chance of talks, unless they are to
negotiate the release of the hostages.

Miiitary spokesman Herrera said the security operations to rid Marawi of the gunmen
would continue despite the start of Ramadan.

"Itis painful for the Maranao (the name for loca! Muslims) that it is Ramadan but our
action now Is to protect Marawi," Herrera said.

"These are the impacts of the local terrorist group's actions." —Agence France-

Presse
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