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;'Malutlut Mara'WI occupled by Ismlon 0

-Bar&ngay Basak.'_ g

te;?me fobe

' ald’ turned out to be an abor— i

of t_h_e raid, the t

OFFICE

i _Mvma Bandung, a Gathohc woman

4 “And this expiams why at the tl_me;i-. ‘il

ty to chstrat:t the

fo'éus“of the raid;” ‘Arevalo added;

'S0 far,’ Arevalo said the terror- :
isf Maute ISIS ‘Group has sufféred
- 81-42 physically accounted for ang -

" ies-out of the c1ty
dead and undetermined number of s
wounded in the engomg govermnenti

19 based oh eyewitness aceounts =

:On Monday,

mllztants as _feax_‘s grew for U

2,000 people his office had recorded

being unable to leave areas heId by.

the militants. S
“They can't leave because they are

- government forces.-_
traded heavy gurifire with the M_aute;-

_ 1a_Aionto Admng,_ _
spokesman for the provincial erisis’
management-committee, said of the

“able to recite a ‘Mushm prayer The
“others were notso. Iucky” saidavisibly
‘shocked Bandung, who was with elght v

otherwho' accompamed one of the bod—

:f: Ina tex‘r'message sent to reporte
Defense ‘Secretary Delﬁn Lorenzana

| said as far as they are concerned the .
" area should be cleared of the: militants .

by Thursday, June }.
In a press bmeﬁng in Maiacanang,

'AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Restituto

Padilla told reporters that ‘when he
says they are in full contro} it ineans

: running | mtu checkpomts pu‘t:_
up by the gunmen”

. But the military declared Mon» ;
day thai: ;t 15 aIready 11}_11_1_11 Lontrol cf

"a}l armed' our forces are in complete.
contrni ‘of ithe ¢ity, except for certain :

" areas ofthe city where they coritinueto

‘hold. These are the subject of clearing:-

‘- “operationsthat are contmuously bemg ;

__conducted." heé'said. &

“Padilla assired: that martla}. IaW nw
.- Mindanao will be lifted as soon as Fawr
ang order have been restored in the

- regioh, espacially in Marawi City. =

Director General Ronald dela Rosa -

- chiefof the Philippine National Pohce :

(PNP), saitl he will recommend the lift-

- ing of the martial EaW in Mindanao as ..
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.:man mvdlved ini the cf
'm IVIaram _ Clty _ th

~calamity. fund} (But if the caiamxtyﬁ_:: g
- fﬁndmllmt_ be enoughy, the provificial v:ectu‘ns ofwolence and Wrong ldeology)
. -government and the national ‘govern- . Itis our moral duty to. save them frc
_’mentwliiook mto it lamgpapaario(on - " thehorrors of war,” Bina
athe'ass:stance ”. = reports from / ArDT
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You have to kill me first before vou can touch my employees, Farida told the Maute terrorists

By Ryan Rosam‘_
@mqmrermmd

_iLIGAN ClTYmTwo Maranao women

_ put their;}ives on the: Jine 1o defend -+

- Christians ;when ferrorists. from the".
" "Maute group;atta ked Marawi City on
. Tuesday, promptmg President Diterte

to decla:e marttal- Jaw in all. of Mm—

8 _.:Mushms} who lived with his family in
~Marawi,: recailed that when a group of

Je.that Ma'am: Farida was shomng==.
the gunmen} 2 Cris saidi
he . group’s . “Jeader ‘ordered the:
‘gung; and’ ammumtmn dnithe qtore'-

terrotists barged 1ito: ithe gun storein -'---hauled off--and questmned Fanda.

Bagak Malutiut- where he- worked ‘about:; her empioyees - :
“Ma'am Farida confronted them.” Farida stepped baﬂk to stand be--:}.
sThe' cotifrontation was: reauy‘eye ' Jrer <13 “srdle ‘employees: Wbc;'.
0 eye which 1nd1cated the seriousness.- were: huddled rogethm and the ﬂroup
of about 10 terronsts{ FEAEEs LA

i Oris a Blsaya (as Mushms_ an_d
Turhad” indigenous people] call non-:

e danao ;

_ “You have to klii me flrst before Vou-.-'_
j-__t:an aven touch:them!:. Cris-quoted &
Farida, speaking in the Maranao lan--
--guage as telling the terror;sts mostiy-

boys in-their lateteens.

pnedn: Basak Malutlat and an

also iooted L

..of the message and . the personal Te-

w2Crisds one of Fandas 17 empioyees'::_"by Farida for more-than a- decader

omanher, famzly 5 w0 gun storesin .

.other in Banggolo d1str1ct whlch was:
i o -them their famlhes would have

'of the

: -employees were in the Basak'Malutlut

store while four where inithe Ban,

store. }
Most of the i7 have been employed'

ggulo '

“lies at aco

_Many live with their fai
-pound m Basak Malutlu
“Had " the “terrorists se1zed :

VoL 2Gamel com - Tel ne (02, 8458550 Lozal L2688 2288
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Pl

similated

“to speak Ma' : nao and ha&e as-

they and '"a'":farri.ﬂy”n1embé;f and put

The -follow1 g”_da ; B
.crossed the lake 1 ‘Binidavan 'th mm vehxcleq that took them:' S

MaraW1 road
tra_veied

_ __the Higan-
 Atabolt’s p.on. on Tu day, Thev
“asithe terrorists took control of .. hou
CMarawl's mnain | districts, Za-of
yndb, a cieveiopment and hus  meals, which was r1skyfarad1a—'
; 'mamtaa:;an rehef worker “was- beticlike Zaynab i e
eounting ‘Christians _who -'had . never.ninded the danger Lo
:takenreﬂlge inthecentet. £ was prepared to die first be-

The following day, she: gath- © forethey (terrorlsts) could harm:

; hem- 'everal staffers _the Chnsnans Y she Sald INQ :
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; olisg adalzng panaho_ pal
mapanumbalxk Asyon sa. [ungs
i Pangunahmg misyanng tmpa ay masaglp ang mgaht _sta
4t iba pang sibilyang na-trap sa bakbakan i
i (Joy-Canto: Rhode:fck Befiez).

i 6 : 4
?rzarekcber ang mga bangkay sa; encountar site habang 18 gy .
base sa testimonya ng mga assets at mga 1estigo .- o
Samantala 20namarn sa security forces ay napatay sa ak:

nisyal-
kabila'ng Bamada : » T
Najtgla fnTia iumobo na sa 27 s1b»lyan an nasaw
unang datosna 18
Ayorykay Herfera mayroon: sxlang raaknang pambag Agmga
‘bangkay ng mga hinihinalang empi eyado ang rice milt at
medicas; col]ege na" maslang g M" :

| Mukikite si'larawarn-ang mge banghay ne iarekober ng pulisya ]
| ng mgn Disaster Teant salodbang boahagi ng Marawi Cify. nakahilira
| ang niga narekobér ria bangkay na karamihan ay inga sibilyan na
: _pma.s'!ang ny inga Maiie Yerror Group:*Tadiad din ng fama ng
bala ang isang gusali 56 nangyaring englowentro ng militar sa mga
teroristang Maute Group. {Kuha ni Rhoderick Beriez)
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antfap: nmahong mgang Army
lbﬁyan ang Maute—ISIﬁ “nfanty ]

fraq and Syria) ay :
mnaiia]n:n nasalockdow E

‘pan O ",Lanao Al Notte sofith : .
- kangpay ng nmaatikabong - mga armed gmzzps naHo 1)
 bakbakan na nagpapatuloy humalo na sila’ sa mga-. lahm 2 nnbestxga on g
- sa‘kanugmog na Tugar ng _evacutzes na sxbxlvan lalo -]saugrsay ng parnsxpasynn gab1 hangpang alas-5:00
City.’Lanao del. “na: : 7 sakns) iCi :

i ng pang’

lockdown na giniit it puﬁ'é}r'sa ng militar apan:c}:;'f (b
parasa kaligtasan ng lafiat. | mapipila “ang posibleng . ng
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THE KATIORE 1

INJURED WARRIOR - Vice President Len] Robredo checks on wounded Corporal Bonie
Flores, member of the Philippine Army, during her visit to wounded soidiers and police-
men at the Adventist Medical Center in Higan City yesterday. Fiores sastained a bullet
wound in his leg amid the ongoing military operations to flugsh out members of Maute

group in Marawl Clty. (Photo by OVP)
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ILA: ‘BULLETI

“wyIE MATIONS LEADNME

a@ May 2017 Page: é’

Armed Aoxiliary (ScAA) tralnovs of Task Force

Dava hone heir marksmans i rytrainingatan

Malagos Dlstrict, VA0 clty {

OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

1




CREHONG [yTRIE

—_—

e \rsimr B DUDE & woriG-tigst Ay 1Nalit B SO Ce v

iG] i “Tal AE-05E5 oo Lo EDDE

OFEFISE OF THE ARKY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS —Email aod cacpaarmy2li2Bgralicom- 18iho 102 b4E-BER5LooR] G285, D2BD
P‘dgg A\B

A0 wav 2047

.':_'__;:By_ hristine O. Ave
B .'@ioavendanoINQ '

_ The mxhtary on'Monday sald 1t'
- was close to retaking: Marawi.

S.City. from ‘the Maute - group, as;.
» nleashed SOTE -
 rockets on positions held by the -
- _terronsts whohad pledged alle-
..glance 1o the Islamic State: (IS)h_

- helicopters

-.:_}1had1 group inlrag and Sy"r
sierhes conclus;on «of the mil

: -tary operatlon included a search; -
for .Abu Sayvafl leader Isnilon.

_Hapilon, - -who = remained. - in

. Marawi, Brig:::Gen. Restltuto-
Padilla, - spokesperson . for: the

- Armed  Borces::of -the -Philip-

. pines, told reporters in. Mala-.

Padilla said the’ mﬂitary was'

~ committed to ending the opera—
tion-as quickly as poss1bie "I

could finish :this in:one month, -
then .. we end martial law right .

there and then," he said.

* President: Duterte déclared_

. martial law in all of Mindanao fol-

. lowing the attack -on Marawi by .

the Maute group on Tuesday. The
declaration is for 60 days unless

revoked or extended by:Congress.:

: thmn 60 day,s S
- Ground commanders have;i__
. given assurance "that the end is:

' :near,” he said. -

“ About 100 people have dled in

_ theé violence, including 61 Terror-

: -'-'caped from the cxty}aﬂthat the
tmrched on. Tuesday, s
___But:the exact strength of the -3_

. ists'and 19 civilians, althoughau- .
" thorities are $till rying to ass
- thesto of the bloodshed

" trolled "who comes in and wno‘;_:
B comes ottt who moves around'ff.'

""""
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- terrror;sts were hof.ed u

vesttga’emg possﬂ:rle fo :
“trons of the group following the
_ arrest in the country of Kuwaltl'_. o
and Syrian nationals who were'
-'_saacito have links with 1872 o
" The . violence . “started . on
Tuesday - when: “the “terrorists
‘ambushed governmen? “troops
wio were moving o raid the -
-._h}deout of Haplion inthecity. .-~
S “the ‘where- .
_ abguts of Hapﬁon ‘Padilla said .
" the “military ‘had: information
“‘that the Abu Sayyaf: leader was

OFFICE OF THE = L

:terror;sts s unknowil, as some

have Jemed them, Padﬂla sal
. He confirmed_' hat s
Bangsamnro “Islami _._Freedom

Fighters (BIFF) had been’ pIOVld»;. :
“ing support.ta the Maute group S

andhad sried tog cause diversm
‘aryaction’in the are

. Nu fcrelgn fundmg '

uriding,al

“Asked - about

“gtill in Marawi

“ -2 “And this could be the teason
' Why the group is mtense}y fight-
ing in sorne areas,’_’ “Padilla said. - x
LTS in the ‘interest of the
_.'wuntry and that of the people':' :
of Maf aw1 that we get hlm, he

..added

-“sympathetic.: ¢élements” /. may

o Upadilla $aid therewas 1o
siglear éviderice that the Maute:
_-'grciﬂp"had foreig]

‘though there had been findings -
- that . money_ had “been

“and scores of soldiers. L
The Maute group's ability - to
fight: off the military for 50 Jong
-.will add to fears that 1$'s radical::
ideology is spreading in the south-:
" ern Philippines, which could be-
‘ come a haven for militante from

wransfer ‘the control of the cxt:y

_our civil authorities,” Padilla said. -
recentdays,the Lerrorists;

3 : aged toferid off attac
Helicopters, armored - _vehmle

Indonesm Malavssa and beyomi

Attraetmg 15 attentwn
The; government. believes ..

; the Maute group carried out ‘the::
¢ assault on Marawi before the .
. Muslim holy month of Ramadan

to capture the attention of I8

‘and earn recognition as the

Mideasgtern terror network’s

" Southeast Asian affiliate.

Padilla said the military had

“yescued 390 Tesidents, who
J- were belng subjected to “some

o ]

t at"o'nly ccmtamment action

. airstrikes;
- Adiong, a politician mvoived inn

1mp1e‘mented _

’I‘hough'most ‘pecple. ‘have
: nds are stranded,
wortied they, ¢o
cepted by militants at check-

-points onroutesout of the city.
There - were still ‘boéxes of _

ged the- mlhtéry_ _ _
sa1d QYA Aionto..

‘evacuatiomefforts.

"The anncapatlon of death is:

'warse than death itself;”:Adlong
sald in & . television. interview..

-"iWe appeal to our;military forces
- todoadifferent approach.’:

< The military -said, a:rstrakes_
 were taken.on “known and veri-
fled enemy posmons

S MWe are using premswn am- .

_murition - in- our_.
_airstrikes,”
spoicesperson

surgical

Col. . Edgard

Arevalo. "We have highly skilled .

and trained pilots delivering the
payload.” ~WITHREPORTS FROM JE-
OFFREY MAITEM, RYAN D. ROSAURO,
JIGGER 4. JERUSALEM, AP. AND

REUTERS NG .

yrraIn LI J gl (L | DELUTTUWT Lo el

‘said another Army

FASINN ~.~, e Purpose Serving H‘!f

neopie. Secuing fhe [and
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_areasof thedity inMar
“iindeér the group’s control. ‘prderand normalcy I (e WAS!E
- 7Although we do not have.a. Mindanao, particula y Marawi,” " : of n
timeline, we're seekinig to end this' he added: 0 i o ‘Hapilon, an Abu Sayyaf leader.
“as sobn as pogsible; Out ground 'j_.The_Maut'e'_gr(n':zp;'_wl'xi_chfcla_zm - and alleged head of 1S in the Phil-
ommanders have assured that: tios to the terrorist organization . ippines. . . e
" the end is almost there,” Padilla Islamic State (I5), raided Marawi . -~ Theviolent ncidents prompted
sasd in a press conference in Ma- City last Tuesday, burting several | Tumnto Pagelo,

t6 be the hiding place 0

1
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ing operations nevessarily reqiire
e conduct of ait raids:

0 _.._-Front (MILP} whﬂe condemn—__.:__ elix Unson
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By Ted Tuvera,

Maric J. Maliari
and Antheny Ching

The crisis in Marawi City would soon
come to an exnd as the military had
regained complate control of the
conflici-stricken area and had been
able to minimize zones occupied by
the Islamic Staie (I8nspired Maxute
group, an official of the Armed Forees
of the Philippines (AFD) yesterday said,

“We have complete control of the
city, contrary to whal i combig out in
social media and ofher information,

=

Gov'tforces in complete control

ys mil

perbaps some fake news,” AFP
spokesmean Brig, Gen. Regtituto Padilla
tedd a press briefing in Malacahang,
“It is not true that half of the
city is controfled by the rebels. Totally
untrue. The Armed Forces and the
police are in complete contrel of the
city-except for certain areas of the
city where they continue to hold.
These are the subject of clearing
operations thaf are continuously
heing conducted,” he saikl.
The military official, however,
admitted that they do not have the
Turrt fo page 3
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'.farce vthing to.e

_'snon#st pnssﬁﬂe time

46 so01 a8 possibie. Our groand

hig part,_ smd he

"':Maraw
, fune 1.7

lawt May 26.;

gets updates from the AFE.
B Fregh forees

National Police (PNP) public safety
dlerted as possible sugmentation

fo govemment ‘tPuops  now
eperatmg agamst I5-inspired

! have:been h?lzjmg and: may “have: "8
also joined their ranks,” fie noted. "
. In‘the ‘meantime, -the: AFP_-j‘i

" gpecial Aetion ree  (SAT

““Although we do not havea
battalions are: ope} ating in? Marawi -

timelie, we're seeking tbend this -
“ ity side by ‘side with- the AFP.

. -.De Ja Rosa expressed his ful i

wppnrt 1o all PNP perscmnei TOW -

: battlmg Hapﬂon and h;g folluwers.'i
. ity

Ke ummandﬂr‘a have assured that the -
; _end is almost there” Padilla-said. -
: Defenae %cre*arv Deifin’.

~He added the t;metabls& started Tpo
-Lorenzana sa,ui the: operatmn%

ta ‘clear Marawi City of terrorists

is ontrack and that he regularly

'AE} members of Phx'hppme'

forces pationwide, meanwhile, were -

LW 1 :
] 1mpr1$.oneé for gommg ‘the reinforée Maram smd d;, 1a Eosa

' gfuup We are-also: aware that therg: 70

: Mushm

affer money.

o Only last meek severa}'
members of the Malabon City -
Police Station-Drug Enforcement -
" Unit vere charged with kidnapping
“and thortmn hy a female

complainant. -

B & wmpare thmr {pohce
goalawags) lives, they think nothing
but money and criminal activities

ty 'for s_frnm the:

advan’cage of: Lhe altuatmn m
TR \Imd ariap province.:

olicentan merease his fm‘;rmtwnc"_ Bt
S un polu,e gealawags wh oo neLhmg
for the service and cnunmf :md onh.

-h ﬁ_'
3 flghtmg bemeen mlhta,nts ilnkedto

“We_have ﬂzable force. there'.j_._the 18 ‘and AFP- _m Maram City;

- Tnwiyer Anroraeﬁe Mangrobang sa,ld,. :

'add;ng B personnel a:,s;lgned ol

BLPott Operatmns Dmsmsu

"{'.{POD) acting: chief Marc Red-
CMariias has: 1ssued aturgent:

'baaxéngwr %}nﬂ dm;btfsxl

' purpmsv of travel shall be Toferred
" or secondary inspection [ &spestidly

‘those with questmmbm travel
' dmamenm

* Marifias also :nstmcteci the
POD's intelligenice operathes 0]
coordinate with intelligence

agencies in: “gelting.a Hst of
; 'personahtles and organizations who
" might- undmake termr zctmtles

fnthe eowntry. -~ o o PHA

he .
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DEFENSE Secretary Delfin
Losénzana yesterday said govern-
“ ment forces are aiming to clear
Matawi City of Maute Group
memibers by June 1.

Tn a text message on Day 7 of
the armed conflict, Lorenzana
said he is getting updates on the
progzess of clearing operations
in thecity.. .

“] &t updated ‘regulasly. (The)
timetable is one week from May
257 said Lorénzana when asked if
they have set a imeline for cleating
the city of Maute mea. ,
© Tt was on May 25 when Presi-
dent Duterte convened a Cabinet
meeting in Davao City to discuss
the armed conflict that forced birmn
to declare martial law in the entire
Mindanao two days eatliet.

AFP public affairs chicf Col.-

Edgard Arevalo said the military is
hoping to completely clear Marawi

o Maute men “in matter of days’”

“}owever, this is dependent on
the situation on the ground. As
days go by, thete are intervening
factors that we may not factor in
s0 it’s really hard to give the assur-
ance on how many days this will
this Iast” said Arcvalo.

Armed Forces spokesman Brig,
Gen, Restituto Padilla said govern-
ment now has “complete control
“of Marawi City and foresees that
“the end is almost there”

“We do not have a timelioe, but
we'te seeking to ene this as 5000 48
possible. Qur ground commanders
have assuted that the end Is almast
there. So we hape to get <lear re-
sults. We have complete control of
the city... The Armed Forces and
the Police and all armed, our forces
are in complete control of the city,
except for certain areas of the city
where they contdnue to hold. These
are the subject of cleating opera-
tions that are continuously being
conducted,” he also said.

" “He belied reports the Maute is

irig 15 & SOuU'SE o nENona

pride

Telno. (02} §45.9555 Local: 5285, 5285

i control of about half of the
city, branding it as “fake news.” He
also said there is no spiflover of
the conflict to other parts of the
country ike Metro Manila.
The conflict that started on
Tuesday last week has so far left
61 Maute membets dead although
only 42 bodies have beea retrieved.
Eighteen soldiers and policemen
have also died in the conflict and

.64 others were wounded.

Authorities said 19 civilians were
slain by the Maute and 390 others
were rescued or provided safe pas-
sage by government troops. There
are repofts that more civilians
remain trapped in conflict areas,

Arevalo said security is still fight
in Marawi City a5 soldiers continue
to flush out remnants of the group
that are still occupying sorne ateas
in the city.

Arevalo said preventing enemy
reinforcement is a “challenge” for
the Armed Forces, Initial repotts

_said there We.reabout ‘lDUMaute '

Page: ﬁ%[

Group members who went to
Marawi City last Tuesday. =

He said the Maute men reinfore~
ing those in Marawi may éater the”
city disguised as civilians while
those escaping may blend in with
£vACTeEs.

Padilla said it is also difficult o
say exactly how many Maute men
remain in Marawi, He said initial
information indicated 40 to 50
armed men, but some of the mote
¢han 100 prisoners the Maute freed
from detention have joined the
Maute. He said some members of

the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom

Fighters have also provided some
support to Maute through some
divetsionary activides in Marawi.
AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Afio
said the “Maute-ISIS Group”
planned to burn the entite city
during the pesiod of Ramadan,
the Muslim’s holy month that

Soo MARAWL> Page B6
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°g
sorists wete “surprised by raiding
security forces in that safe house in
Barangay Basak Malutlut, Marawi
occupied by Isnilon Hapilon — the
taunted ‘Amit’ of ISIS in the Phil-
ippines”. e

Officials eatlier said troops were
sent to the safe house on Tuesday
lastweekto servean atrestwartant
to Hapilor, 2n Abu Sayyaf leader
who was in the company of Maute
membets. The group fought it out
with government forces, leading to
the continuming conflict.

Asevalo said the “grand plan”
to burn down the entire city was
zborted by the raid.

“Hence, what othets termed to
be a ‘botched raid’ turned out to

be an ‘abortive raid’ that prevented

what could have been carnage of
an Islamic City in two weeks yet,”
he said,

“And this explains why at the
time of the taid, the terrosist group
wras able to pull out, almost in-
stantaneously and simultaneously,
counter actions in vatious locations
in the city to distract the focus of
the raid,” said Arevalo.

The government believes the
Maute carried out their assault before
Ramadan to capture the attention of
Tslamic State and eatn recognition as
2 Southeast Asian affiiate.

The military’s estimates of the
size of the rebel force and the
extent of its occupation have fluc-
tuated each day, It has maintained
throughout that it is in full control
of the situstion and says support-
ers of the Maute were making €x-
aggerated claims on social media,

According to witnesses, men
with black headbands typical of

o last Satdday; but the ters

Isiamic State were s¢en on city

strects in recent days. A photo-
graph taken-by-a-resident-shows ...

10 men carrying assault rifies and
dressed entirely in black.

A Renters photographer saw an
Islamic State flag in an oil drum in
an abandoned street on Monday,
where chickens roamed in frontof
damaged shops and homes.

. Padilla, at the launch of the “Min~

danao Hour? briefing in Malaca-
fiang, said there ere indications
Hapilon s still in Matawi, based
on the concentration of suspected
Maute fighters and their sympathiz-
ers in some areas of the city.

He denied reports of a lock-
down in Lanao del Norte and La-
a0 del Sur. He said security forces

* are mesely ensuring thatonly law-

abiding citizens, especially those on
official business, are able to entet
or teave the province.

DISPLACED RESIDENTS

Myrna Jo Henry, information
officer at the Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao govern-
ment’s Humanitarian Emergency
Action and Response Team, said
the armed conflict has displaced
17,007 families or some 84,450
city residents.

The number represents neatly a
half of the 201,785 total popula-
tion of the city. Henry could not
immediately say the barangays
where the evacuees came from.

Henry said the evacuces are
housedin 19 centers, one at the Min-
danao State University and another
at the provincial capitol. The 17
other evacuation: centers are in Jligan
City and jn towns in Lanzo del Sur.

Henry said they are still de-
termining how many barangays

ate stlil affected by, the continu-¢
ing -skirmishes. The city has 96
BAFABEAYS. L

“Ag of this morning, we're still

heating gunshots, bombardment
so we still dort know,” said Henty.

Henty also reported that 1,483
civilians have been rescued by
anthotities. These civilians have
requested to be rescued of evacu-
ated and were not necessatily held

hostage by the Maute, she said. -

The Cathiolic Church’s’ Catitas
Philippines appealed to all arch-
bishops and bishops to have their
respective archdioceses and dio-
ceses send fnancial aid for affected
Marawi residents. - .

Caritas has sent 300,000 in sap-
port of relief efforts of the Iligan
Social Actor Center.

MAUTE AND
NARCO-POLITICS

The Maute Group has been
enjoying the support of narco-
politicians for their logistical needs,
while the narco-politicians get their
much-needed protection from the
terrotist group, PNP chief Ronald
dela Rosz said.

He said reports reaching him
before July last year showed narco-
politicians from Metro Manila,
Luzon and the Visayas held 2
“secret’” meeting with membess
of the Maute in Marawi City weeks
before he assumed as PNP chief
on July 1 last year, ‘

“The feeling is mutual between
the two of them. They protect
each other and they support each
other” he sald.

Dels Rosa said they are also
verifying information that the
Maute Group was angered afterits
alleged drug laboratory was raided

by authorites in Marawi City.

*.He also'clarified that the Maute
brothers were not former police-

men as what President Duterte
said in his'speech in Iligan City
iast Friday. Duterte has said broth-
ets Abdullah and Omar Maute,
who were formet police officers
involved in illegal drugs, founded
the Maute Group. =~ .
... DelaRosa said the Maute broth-
ets ‘were not policemen. He said -
the brothérs pretended to be'po-
licemen and protected drug Jords.

- “Kya nasabi ni Presidente yun
kasi nagpulis-pulisan, nag-protekta
ng mga drug lord. Kasi kapag
ptotector, ang nasa isip lagi ni
Presidente mga pulis (The Presi-
dent said the Maute brothers were
policemen because the brothers
played policemen to protect drug
lords, The President atways thinks
that, when policemen were the
only ones who give protection to
drug lords),” he said.

ROGUE COPS VS MAUTE

‘Dela Rosa said he is consideting
sending rogue policernen to Marawi
so they would think about the plight
of colleagues who have beea as-
signed in Mindanao for yeats,

He said erring policemen have
nothing in mind except to make
money through ilegal means, while
their counterparts in Mazawi City
are thinking of how to survive the
fighting,

He said he wants to fight “side
by side” with the policemen in
Marawi but it would only divert the
attention of ground troops who
would have to protect him as he is
as the PINP chief and a four-star
police general. — With Raymond
Afyica, Gerard Naval and Reuters
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b nga e
Secretary De%}gng’ ; sat e we dovhave ple,“and we.
ng militar na lip v lahat ng “have theiequipment to do surgical
terorista sa Marzwi sa Huwebes. - airstrikes: FPlease Go ot undlerestimal
”;Yes,lamupdgte_dregaiarﬁy. The - _igux:sgldmrs," fsirgabi i Padilla sa.

Teme 1,7 sabi ni Lorenzana. “Yes, we . Malacafiang kahapon ngumaga. - .- .

are o prack.” - . “Wehave beenintothisfightlonger - _

Tto #in ang naasam ti AFP Chief - thanany country inthis parto! thewotid . kaguluhan, =" =
Ayon kay M

of Stalf Eduardo Afio,sinabing ~ @nd anywhere efse. We have proven _
nais nilang matapos na kaagad an ourselves many times” dagdag pani- informationo icer o
krisis sa Marawt City3upaﬁgmaibaliE + Padilla = -
na sa kaayusan ang pamuniihay L SmabmamanmArev
siyudad. ST eroristaraangnapapatay sa pinagsardb
“ Avd our soldiers aref "1 OPETASyONIY militar at pulisya, ma
working hard to ensure that Maute 15 pulis at sundalo na rin ang nasawl,
-(roup, and those in supporﬁng fhig  habang 19 naman ang namatay na. ;
terror organization, are neutralized,” | -
sabi ni Afio. . :
"For now, } would like fo extend
my sincerest condolences to the
famnilies of our soldiers and policemen
who have made the ultimate sacrifice .
in our.efforts to cleat Marawi. Rest
assured that theif sacrifices will Tiot™
be in vain as we move forward it our
operations,” dagdag ni Afio.
Sinegundahan naman ni AFP
Public Affairs Office (PAO) chief
Edgard .Arevalo.ang pahayag nina. .

LorenzandatAfio. 0 ol
“We arehopingmamatterof days - MIN, : mga grupon
wecanresolvegins%-lcwever,ﬂmtm}l S akiibistaatkatutubs g g : b o gate ng Camp.

depend i the sifuationof the gioand. *:
As days go by there are interverung -
factors fhat come in'which we carmot
factor. That's why it'shard to give aniy - L~

Aguinaldo sa Quezon City kahapon bila a batas mitar.
58 M‘indanao,;kasunod ng isang linggo nang labanan ng puw ang gobyerno
‘atng Maute Group sa MarawiCity.  © E - FEDERICO CRUZ
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PRiee Many_ cmhans, mcIud‘m'g
eight " laborers” whose bodies
" were' found in & shallow tavine
by soldiers, were Kkilled by the:
Matite group out -of spite: They
were Christians. - o
The Maute group, _lecI by
‘brothers -Omar “and - Abdullah
Maute, preaches hatred for peo- :
ple of other faiths.
The Mautes are followers of
 ISIS or the Islamic State in Iraq
“and Syria, which proposes to es-
tablish a cahphate in the whole
world, E
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“That-is no’ exaggeranon as
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: F{Jrces
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* vance Forces Securify ‘Agency
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tal hills and medijcines - evenifs .

Proois-dedutted. from' his
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cal meeds.
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:'Isumbo g ™o Kay Tulfo, tried to
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- colonel bt his secretary saidwe"

_ Secumty
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gem:les and: _the ‘Instirance

vante and Medocare and if

o= nInd &




Army Visior. By £026. & world-cless Army thal (s 8 SoUrce of nalional pride
845.9555 Local: 5285,5285

' : Ho AEFAIRS ~ Email add: cacp a.armmy2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02)

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF Public

40 May 2017 (@bg Hlanmla Times | page AT

nd Brlgade Lommand-_--.: :
under Armv Coi '

. hem'were taken by '{SKSRC) the armed wing of th
‘the ‘armed men after treated of ~Moro National Liberation Front.
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“remained in the Liospital heavﬂy' ~aboutthe presence of the Maute catlon with the Maute: termr reIl
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COMMON ENEMY

DUTERTE T0 NPA,
MILF, MNLE: HELP
FIGHT TERRORISTS

President Duterte has appealed to
Maro separatists and communist
rebels to join the government’s
fight against terrorists linked to
the Islaniic State {IS} group.

With fears growing that IS is
seeking a presence in the coun-
try, Mr. Duterte offered to pay
and even house fighters from
groups thal have long opposed
the government if they would
work to defeat a common ene-
my, the Maute group.

The President said the idea

of militias and soldiers fighting -

together had come from the
leader of one of the Moro sepa-
ratist groups.

Maute terrorists  have
pledged allegiance to 15 and
have been battling government
troops since laying siege to
Marawi City on May 23.

During a visit on Saturday to
an Army base on Jolo island,
where governmen! forces are
fighting another Istarnist group,
the Abu Sayyaf, Mr. Duterte said
ke would treat communist and
separatist guerrillas the same as
government iroaps if they joined
his fight againsi terrorists.

“l will hire you as sol
diers—same pay, same privileges
and [ will build houses for you in
some areas,” the President said.

President taunts NPA
He made the offer tothe Mo-

ro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) and the Moro Naticnal
Liberation Front (MNLE].

He also asked the communist
New People's Army (NPA} to aban-
don its protracted guerrilla war
and work with the governiment.

“T'o all the NPA rebels listen-
ing abanden the cause you've
bes n waging for years. It didn't
do anything good except bring
suifering to our people. They

-have never succeeded in occu-

pyving a single barangay here,”
he toid soldiers at Camip Teo-
dulfo Bautista in Jolo, Sulu.

“Maute is better; they're able
to held |an area] for days. You NPA
rebels, you did nothing. Don't be
fooled by them. They're getting a
lot from taxation,” he added.

“You keep on extorting. I am
going to create a new division
for you. No qualifications re-
quired since you know how 1o
fire puns,” he continued.

The military seemed not 1o
mind teaming up with known
enemies of the governmeitt to
take down the Maute group.

it T

Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla Jr,
spokesperson  of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines, said the
President had early on made such
a call and now he waz "just en-
couraging our brothers on the
other side who we are in talks with
to join forees with the government
and align with the people.”

The military was using at-
tack helicopters, artillery and
ground troops on Sunday to try
te take back Marawi, where
Maute terrorists are putting up
heavy resistance.

The MILF and MNLF have
waged a separatist rebellion since
the late wg6os and have signed
separate peace deals with the gov-
ernment, but those agreements
have yet to be fully implemented.

Peace talks

Mr. Duterte's offer to the
communist rebels comes after
his government canceled the lat-
est rouind of peace talks with the
NPA's political arm, accusing the
rebels of planning more aitacks.

“If this drags on, and vou
want to join, take your chance
with the Repubiic,” he said,

There were ng immediate
reaction from leaders of the
groups to the President’s offer.

Mr. Duterte said the founder
of the MNLF, Nur Misuari, had
sent him a ietter volunteering
his men to join the battle in

Marawi and other parts of

Lanac del Sur province,

Presidential spokespersen
Ernesto Abella told reporters
that Mr. Duterte’s call came af-
ter he accepted Misuari's offer.
—REPORTS FROM REUTERS AND CHRIS-
TINE 0L AVENDARO INQ
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- NPA to intensify

attacks vs gov't
forces ~ Sison

By Ted Tuvera

Local commreumnist forces have defied its
movement’s foander, Holland-based exile
Jose Maria Sison's recommendation for
the New People's Army (NPA) to
reconsider intensifying attacks against
government forces in martial law-governed
Mindanao, .

Ir a statement,
the Commumist Party
of the Philippines
{CPP) said that they
find Sison and other
top rebel front
leaders’ order as
“futile” since the
Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) o
are on the move fo launch offensives.
against the NPAs,

The breakdown of the peace
negotiations between the Government of
the Republic of the Philippines {GRP) and
the CPP-NPA's political wing, the National
Democratic Front (NDF), was also noted
as reasoii to'continue boosting its assaulls”
against government forces.

“The Party received the recommendation
of the NDF Panel and Chief Political
Consultant Jose Ma, Sison for the Party to
reconsider its earlier declaration to the
NPA.. Heightened AFF offensives under
martial law all vver Mindanao, however, do
not encourage such a reconsideration aé this
{ime,” the CPP said.

“The eancellation of the fifth round of *
NDF-GRP formal talks was brought ahout
by the GREP's all-out war, martial law and
its demand for the NPA (o silence its guns
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'US advises citizens of Mejt_l;ac—:‘heckpoints

The United States has warned its
citizens currently in the Philippines
about the increased security measures
being camied out in Metro Manila in
light of the declaration of Martiat Law
in Mindanao and not related to any
specified terror threat information
directed towards the country's
capitai.

In a security message, the US
Embassy in Manila said it has received
information that the Philippine
government has placed the Philippine
Nationai Police on fulf alert throughout
Metro Manila.

In addition, the embassy said
a unit of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines has been deployed to
Quezon City to assist the PNP with
security operations.

It further pointed out that the AFP
will assist in implementing randem
checkpoints, security patrols, and
police visibility operations.

In the secusity message, the
embassy reminded US citizens of the
most recent woridwide caution, dated
March 6, which indicates there s an
ongaing threat of terrorist actions
and violence against US citizens

and interests abroad, including the
Philippines.

It sai¢ extremists have targeted
sporting events, theaters, markets,
mass transportation systems —including
airlines — and other public venues
where large crowds gather such as
crowded nightclubs, shopping malls,
buses, and popular restaurants,

“US ditizens should be mindfd of
the importance of taking preventive
measures to ensure their safety and
securily white traveling and residing
in the Philippines” the US Embassy
stressed. {Roy C. Mabasa)
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Time for Martial Law
in the Phi?

i yoko makipag-giyera
{I do not want war) but |

do not force my hand
inte it.” — President Rodrigo Roa
Duterte (Manila Times, December
1, 2016)

The President has repeatedly
given warnings to terrorist groups
not to force his hand into war and
net to force his hand to declare
martial law. However, after all the attacks supposedly
orchestrated by the Maute group and Abu Sayyal, the
recent attack in Marawi couid have been the last straw
tor the President. We all know that President Duterte
always prioritizes the needs of the people, which is
why it was not a surprise when he immediately de-
. aded to go back to the Philippines after getting news
- of what was happening in Marawi City.

Fortunately, his visit to Russia was not in vain
because five hours before his flight back to the Philip-
pines, he was able to meet with President Viadimir
Putin who adjusted his schedule to meet our beloved
President which shows how much they respect Presi-
dent Duterte. This incident has also shown how much
the President, who is willing to endure another 10
hours of flight, truly cares for his people.

1o deal with the terrorist problem and erisis in

- Marawi Gity, President Duterte has declared martial
law in the entire Mindanao. Some are questioning
whymartial law covers the whole Mindanac instead
of just Marawi? I believe il’s not a secret to anyone that
the main nesting area of terrorist groups is Mindanac.
Therefore, we must put into consideration that once
the military is able to push back the Maute group from
Marawi, they could easily transfer their attack in the
neighboring area or they could instigate another at-
tack in other cities in Mindanao, Whatever the case,
the point here is that there is some information onty
available to the President which makes him the best
person to decide on what course of action Lo lake.
think it’s also understandable for the government to
be ready for worst case scenarivs and prepare for the
possible tactics of the enemy in order (o fully protect
innocent civilians, which is the primary reason for
declaring martial law, '

Let us not let the past cloud our judgement inmar-
tial law. While it is a must that we should be vigilant for

also be understond that the power of the President to
declare martial law has not been removed for a reason,
and that is o protect the safety of the Filipino people as
stated i the 1987 Constitution Articte VI, Section 18.
This is the reason why, if you watch several interviews
Twith some Tesidents in Mindanao, they:understand
the need for martial law because it's their and their
families’ lives that are being threatened by the terrorist
groups. In a video from PTV, one resident from Marawi
said “Mas Mabuli pa na i-declare itong martial law,
dahil alam natin na ang naghawak dito sa Mindanao,
ang mga terorista. So dapati-deciare niya... para mau-
lungan ang mga katulad naming mga sibilyan (It's
better to declare Martial law, because we know that
Mindanao is a stronghold for terrorists. So he needs to
declare [Martial law]| to help civilians like us.)

Yes, it's understandable [or some people to be atraid
of martial law because of the past, but we must not let
this blind us from what our brothers and sisters in Min-
danao are experiencing. We should also consider the
feelings and perspective of those living in Mindanao,
especially in Marawi who currently fear for their lives.
There's a difference between fear caused by history
and fear because of what's happening at present, there
are no cases right now that the Marlial Law is being
abused but the threat of terrorist groups is now evi-
dent in Marawi. Several lawmakers have also allayed
fears of possible abuses citing safeguards provided
in the Constitution. Nevertheless, this is not the time
tocast distrust in our military or the Commander-in-
Chief, this is the time where we must stand together
and condemmn the actions of the terrorist groups. This
is the time to let them know that if they conlinue to
harm innocent Filipinas and disrupt peace, we have
a government that is not afratd 1o hunt them down to
the last man.

We have a President who wil! do everything, in
line with the constitution, to protect his people. When
Pregident Duterte declared Martial law, ] believe it was
not a hasty and easy decision as others would make
you believe. The terrorists have neglected the repeated
warnings of the President and they continue to harm
infecent civilians, and as promised, President Dulerte
witl now deal with them harshly. Let us believe in our
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Maraw1, Marawi!

P cannot help being senti-
' mental sbout Marawi, that
onee verdant city by placid
Lake Lanao, the summer

capital of Mindanao. How idyllic it was, .

the first time my husband and I went
there, in 1867 thereabouts, upon the
invitation of our dear friends, Sultan Al
Rashid Lucman (may he rest in peace)
and his wife Bai Tarhata Alonto Lucman.
That was a half century ago! Those 50
vears have flown so swiftly.

We were invited to the inauguration
of the Aga Khan Museum of Islamic Art.
D1 AntonioIsidro, Mrs. Linang Mandan-
gaan, and I were asked {o cut the ribbon
with a Maranaw kris. The picture of that
momentous occasion is still there at the
museurn, I was informed.

Senator Mamintal Tamano {may he
rest in peace) and his wife were among
the puests and so were members of
other prominent clans like the Alonto,

Abas, Sinsuat, Dianalan, and Bimaporo. -
I wonder where they are now, these days
© the names that we read aboul and hear
- in the news - Ampatoan and Maute

were unheard of in those pre-Marcos
martial law days. Neither did we hear
about the MNLE, MILE Abu Sayai, Al Ja-
rakatul, Jemaah Islamiva, elc. A certain
discontent with the national government
was perceptible, bul no one dreamt of
schemes like the BBL.

Last Sunday while I was at the Villa
Tiscudero for the traditional Feast of
the Ascencion, 1 received a PMS from
my hushand saying how sad it is to see
Marawi City destroyed. “We had such
good memories of it with Tarhata Alonto
and Rashid Lucman, our hosts half a
cenfury ago...” Indeed, that visii was like
a watershed for both of us. We realized
how Burocentric and Western-oriented
we were oul here in distant Luzon. The
people we met there spoke about their
travels to Saudi Arabia and other king-
doms of the Middie East, and to Malaysia
and Pakistan.

There was a splendid Paganang

tH

THE KATION'S LIATANG R

Maranaw in our honor and 1 was amazed
that after dinner, guesis would get up
and sing Maranaw songs and perform
their dances at the slightest provocation.
Iremember a distinguished gentleman
chanting a song while helding a fan; a
young Macapanton Abas performed an
energetic war dance. One of the elders
told me that they were happy that Twore
the malong as Miss Philippines during
the Miss International competition in
Long Beach. He said the young ladies
were beginning to discard the malong
but started wearing it again. ] wasmore
than flattered by what he said.

“God bless all of them.” continued
my husband’s PMS. “May they rise
again...” Apparently, the “surgical air
sirikes” iad resumed that Sunday after-
noon. Significantly, during the High Mass
at Villa Escudero, the national anthem
was played during the Consecration
by a band positioned by the door of the
church, a traditional offering of our coun-
tryto God, explained Don Ado Escudere.
That was timely, I thought.

According to the Armed Forces, st
gical air -strikes are aimed at buildings
which the Mauite group and their snipers
have laken over to inflicl damage on the
civilian population. I fervently pray that
the Mindanao State Universify and the
Aga Khan Museum in its campus are
gpared.

Marawi, a city 0f 201,185 (2015 census}
has lost 55,000 of its population; they have
fled for their lives to Higan and other safer
places. From this dislance, one is riveted
with fear and desperation, what must we
do to prevent the suffering of our fellow
Filipinos, the destruction of Marawi. and
the dismembering of this republic? Much
as we abhor martial law and condemn
rape jokes, we are constrained to close
ranks to support a President who was
elected by 16 million voters.

These are perilous times; the Repub-
lic of the Philippines faces both external
and infernal threats, Marawi may justhe
the beginning.

(ggel89segmail.com)
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Mas mahirap ang laban

KONTROLADOC na ng AFP ang Marawi City, pero hindi
[pa fin ito wubusang ligtas muta sa Maute group. Nagiging
mas mahirap na ang laban para sa mga sundalo, dahil
kaitangang iza-isahin ang mga bahay sa siyudad, para
siguraduhing walang teroristang nagtatago. Bagama't
gumagamit na ang militar ng malalakas na sandata aban
sa Maute tiad ng rockets at bomba, hindi rin pwedeng

_basta-basta lang gamitin para hindi rin mapahamak ang

mga sibilyan, at madagdagan ang danyos sa siyudad. Ang
nais din ng militar ay may mabalikang tahanan ang mga
regidente ng Marawi City. Ramadan pa naman, na maha-
laga sa mga kapatid na Muslim.

Naglabas naman ng pahayag ang 151S hinggif sa pag-

-atake ng Mauie sa Marawi, sa kabila ng ilang pahayag na

hindi pa naman kinikilala ng 1SIS ang Maute. Tila pinala-
labas na suportade ha nila ang Maute, o bahagi na ng I1SIS
ang leroristang grupo. Kalaban ng bansa ang Maute,
kabilang man ng IS{S o hindi, na dapat durugin, Ayon
kay AFP chiet Gen. Afic, aabutin ng isang linggo bago
tuluyan nang maging malaya at ligtas mula sa Maute
ang Marawi. Mas mahirap lang talaga ang labanan nga-
yon, lalo na’t may snipers ang Maute. Ang nadiskubreng
walong bangkay ng mga sibilyan ay patunay naman sa
kasamaan ng Maute.

Hindi rin dapat tigilan ng AFF ang Maule, kung may
mga makatakas man muia sa Marawi. Habulin sila at du-
rugin na, para hindi mabigyan ng pagkakataong lumakas
mufi, lalo na kung may suporta sila ng 1818, May mga ulat
na may mga banyagang kasama anag Maute sa Marawi.
Kung ganun, nakakapasok na nga ang 1SIS sa banssa,
bagay na dapat matukoy ng rmilitar ai pulis. Ang panawa-
gan naman ng CPP sa NPA na paigtingin ang mga opefas-
von laban sa militar habang nagaganap pa ang krisis sa
Marawi ay patunay na walang kuwentang kausap ang mga
komunista. Pinatigii na nga ang usapang-kapayapaan sa
pagitan ng gobyerno at NDF. Bakit nga naman, kung may
ganyang utos ang CPP sa kanilang mga manialaban?
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Half of Marawi controlled by rebels”? Not true says AFP g

From the Philippine Daily Inquirer (May 29): Half of Marawi controlied by rebels? Not true says AFP
The Armed Forces of the Philippines denied reports that half of Marawi City is still controlled by the

Maute terrorist group,

“We have complete control of the city, contrary to what is coming out of social media,” Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla told Palace reporters.

that éi'e tontmuaﬂy bem.g ronduc :
Padilla said they do not have a timeline for military operations in Marawi but that their “ground

commanders have assured them that the end is aimost there.”

e

No exact number of terrorists

© However, Padilla said they do not have a number of the remaining rebels in the area.

He described the situation has “very fiuid.” He said that while they have received reports that there
are around 40 to 50 “armed elements,” the number could go up because of the possibility that

some escaped prisoners have joined the group.

"As to the exact number of terrorists remaining, exact figures are not availabie,” Padilla said.

President RodrigoilDuteﬂe last week declared martial law in Mindanao afier the Maute group took over and
burned down several establishments, including hospitals and schools. According to Duterte’s report to
Congress, the group attacked Marawi City Jail and facilitated the escape of ai least 68 inmates.

During the first so-calied “Mindanao Hour” briefing in Malacahang on Monday, Presidential Spokesperson
Ernesio Abella said 61 terrorists, 19 civilians and 18 government securily forces have been kiiled in Marawi

as of Sunday.
Factors in lifting martial law

Asked if the AFP will recommend an extension of martial law, Padilla said it has just started and they have
yel to give an assessment on the matter.
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“What we are frying to do right now, expedite what needs 1o be done in order to restore law and order in
the whole of Mindanao, pariculariy in Marawi,” he said.

He said among the factors that they will consider in deciding whether to recommend the iifting of martial

. Jaw is the restoration of law and order and the absence of ‘remnants of resistance within the city.”

Padilla said the military will turn over control of the city 1o civil authorities once the military determines that
there is no longer resistance from the terrorists within the city.

He explained that the miiitary currently has full contro! of the city, which means they have “controi {of) who
comes in and who comes out, who moves around and who doesnt.”

hitp://newsinfo.inquirer.net/900532/half-of-marawi-controlled-by-rebels-not-true-says-afp
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Explainer: how and why Islamic State took over part of a
FPhilippine city -

From The Guardian (May 28). Explainer: how and why Islamic State took over part of a Philippine city

Rebels linked o the jihadist have funkered dowrt in Marawi, with close to100 dead followirny six daysof
clashes

Troops aboard a vehicle as more soldiers reinforce to fight the Maute group in Marawi in southern
Phifippines. Photograph: Erik de Castro/Reuters

What is happening?

Rebels linked fo islamic State have iaken conirol of several neighbourhoods in the southern Philippine city
of Marawi, with army arfillery and aerial attacks ynable to compietely dislodge them after six davs.

At least 61 militants and 17 security forces have been killed, according to the armed forces. Nineteen

civillans have died.

Tens of thousands of people have fied the city of 200,000.

How did the fighting start?

- Acting on intelligence, security forces tried to capture isnilon Hapilon, an Islamist leader endorsed by
Istaric State as their point-man for south-east Asia, where jihadists have attempted to establish a

presence outside the Middle East.

Hapilon is on the FBI's most wanted list, with & $5m reward.

Following the bot@hed raid on Tuesday, militants protecting Hapiion went o a rampage, seizing a hospital,
school and cathedral, They overran a jail and released scores of inmates.

President Rodrigo Duterte has deciared martial law across Mindanao, a poverty-stricken provinge of 22
million that has & deep history of armed insurrection.

"They kilf defernceless people’: thousands flee Philippine city of Marawi

Three-day battle between army and Isis-linked Maute insurgents for city on island of Mindanao has laft at

ieast 45 dead

Who are the gunmen?
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claiming responsibility

The militants are from a little-know group called the Maute, named afler two brothers, Omar and Abdullah
Why now?

Hapion previously led another radical faction, the al-Qaida-linked Abu Sayyaf, known for bombings and
behsadings of hostages.as.well as links to.the group that carried out the 2002 Baii bombings.in.Indonesia...

organisation but has grown increasingly ideological in its objectives, according 1o analysts.

The Philippines military says Hapilon has now joined the Maute, which previously ran as as a criminal

The Maute was blamad for lasi year's bombing in the president’s home city, Davao, which killed 14 people.
And Isiamic State’s Amag news agency last week ciaimed responsibility for the Marawi assault.
Analysis Isis-backed militants struggle for control in the southern Philippines

The death toll in Marawi city, where martial law has been imposed, stands at 85, with Islamic State
over land, resources and controt.

Sidney Jones, the Jakarta-based director of the institute for Policy Analysis of Confiict, says the fighting
represents a coaiition of various radical Isfamist factions in Mindanac thaf have a history of armed viclence
Now, she says, they have formed a coalition against a common enemy.

pasi, but now, they're ideclogues,” she said.

%nd these men arent motivated just by clan politics or money. The leaders may have been handits’ in the

“They have been convinced by isis that the answer to Mindanao's problems is !slamic law,” she added.
communication and possibly funding channels,” i said.

jfju’{erte and his government have failed to appreciate that a major change has taken place in Mindanao,

in an October regcr{, Jones predicted the current tumult. Facing losses in Syria and frag, Isis have

increasingly looked to the Philippines to establish a province or “wilayat” in the region, the report said.

Support for Isis in Mindanao "has facilitated cooperation across clan and ethnic lines, widened the

extremisi recruitment pool fo include computer-savvy university students and cpened new international
populated city in the self-governing region.

What is the government’s plan?

Many Muslime in the Philippines live in Mindanao, 2 semi-autonomous province, and Marawi is the most
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Duterte ci short a visit to Russia when the clashes erupted and has backed a strong military response. “If
there's an open defiance, you will die,” he said on Wednesday. "And if it means many people dying, so be

it.”

Duterte, the former mayor from Davag, another city in Mindanao, has seen his year-long presidency

characterised by.bloodshed .with 2 war on.drugs’ that has left thousands of alleged drug addicts and . e

suspecied dealers dead. He has been condemned internationaily for supporting vigianiism.

The president has publicly enceuraged civifians to kill addicts and said he will not prosecute potice for

extrajudicial executions.

MHe has been equally outspoken during the Marawi clashes, reassuring soldiers that he will protect them if
they commit abuses during the conflict, including rape.

*If you go down, | go down. But for this martial law and the consequences of mariial law and the
ramifications of martial faw, | and | afone would be responsible, just dc your job | will take care of the rest,”

Duterte said on Friday, according to a president’s office transcript.

“I'lt imprison you myseif,” he said, referring to any soldiers who commit violations, then he joked: "if you had
raped three, | will admit it, that's on me.”

On Sunday, Duterte appealed to other rebel groups in Mindanao, including two Muslim separatist factions
and Maocisi-led rebels, o join the fight against the Maute, promising them pay and perks, including housing.

There was no immediate reaction from the three groups.

https:Hfwww theguardian.com/world/201 7/mav/28/explainer-how-and-why-islamic-state-icok-over-nari-of-a-
philippine-city
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DND chief expects clearing ops in Marawi City
to be completed by June 1

MANILA, May 28 — Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana on Monday said
he expects clearing operations in Marawi City to be completed by June 1.

He added that the timetabls started fast May 25.

Lorenzana said the operations {o ciear Marawi City of terrorists is on track and that he regularly gets
updates from the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP}.

Fighting in Marawi City started May 23 when military units conducted an operation after receiving reports
that Abu Sayyaf leader isnilon Hapilon, the group’s ally and ISIS head in the Philippines, was hiding in the

tocality.

As this develops, AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said that military forces have full control
of Marawi City. :

"We are in full control, meaning to say we can control who comes in and who comes out, who moves
around and who doesn't. And we're trying 1o isotate all these pockets of resistance that have remained,” he

added.

As of this posting, Maute Group members killed in the ongoing operation are placed at 61 with 42 being
confirmed through body count and another 19 by eye witness reports.

Government losses as of Sunday night are placed at 15 troopers killed along with three Phifippine National
Poiice {PNP) operatives.

Reported wounded as of this posting are 61 soldiers along with three policemen.

Number of civilians executed by the Maute Group are placed at 19; whﬂe those r.ésncue.d are placed at 380,
said Padifia.

Captured firearms are placed at 41 with 37 being high-powered ones and four low-powered.

“Clearing of Marawi City of militants and rescue of trapped civilians and recovery of civilian casualties and
victims are the current focus of the ongoing operations,” he added, (Priam F.
Nepomuceno/PNAMDEFENDREPUBLIC

http: //www.pna.gov.ph
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Navy deploys BRP Tarlac to transport supplies
in Marawi City

MANILA, May 29 — Full speed ahead.

This was the apparent message of the Philippine Navy (PN} as it dispatched Monday the BRP Tarlac (LD-
B801), its first strategic sealift vessel, to transport miiitary vehicles and other supplies which is essential to
disiodging the Maute Group terrorists in Marawi City, l.anac Del Sur.

PN spokesperson Capt. Lued Lincuna said the ship sailed from Subic Bay, Zambales carrying 30 military
vehicles and 253 tons of essential supplies.

These cargos will be distributed to the different AFP units in Mindanao to cater to the transport and
logistical requirements of the ongoing military operations against terrorists.

The ship, with its capability to accommaodate more than 4,000 tons of cargo and 500 personnel onboard, is
utilized not only to support military operations, but also for mass evacuation and even international

humanitarian assistance during disasters and crisis.

Another strategic sealift vassel, the BRP Davao Del Sur (LD-602), is expected to be commissioned on May
31, the Navy's 118th founding anniversary which will be held at Sasa Wharf, Davao City.

(PEN/PNAFDEFENDREPUBLIC

hitp://www.pna.gov.ph
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Full cooperation of public needed to expedite
lifting of martial law — AFP

MANILA, May 29 — The Armed Forces of the Philippines on Monday said the full cooperation of the public
will play a big part in determining at what time martial law could be iifted in Mindanao.

This was stressed by AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla during the Mindanao Hour press
briefing in Malacanang.

Mindanao Hour, launched Monday, is a daily authoritative update on what is happening on the ground in
Marawi City and rejevant regions in Mindanao that aims to provide the public with carefully vetied news
from authoritative sources.

Padilla said the secret to expediting the lifting of martial law is the full cooperation of the public.

"That is why we keep on calling for public cooperation because, you know, the secret {0 all this is to have
the cooperation of the public. if the full cooperation of our citizens in the whole of Mindanao is obiained,

then we can expedite the process of securing Mindanac on a daily basis,” he said.

Howevear, he stressed that “cooperation should be 100 percent,” and that government “cannot have a few
stit errantly doing their ways.”

“So kung lahat tayo nagtutulungan, lahat taye nagkakaisa dito, mas napapabilis po ‘yung proseso na ibalik
sa normal ang buong ka-Mindanaoan,” Padilla saic.

In the meantime, he assurad that the AFP, like President Rodrigo Dulerte, remains committed to restoring
law and order in Mindanao the soonest time possibie.

Padilla said the restoration of law and order is one of the most important consideration, along with any
remnants of resistance within Marawi City.

“In the absence of any more resistance, there is no reason to have our presence there but just to keep the
security and we will transfer the controt of the city to our civil authorities. But we will work closely with them
to ensure that the security of the city is not compromised. So those are the two most important elements

that we see as non-contestable and non-negotiable,” he said.

“But be that as it may, the commitment remains that we do this as quick as possible, just like what the
President said. And if we can finish this in one month, then sc be it. We end martial law right there and

then,” Padilla said.

The conflict in Marawi erupted on May 23 foliowing violent clashes between government forces and
members of the Maute terrorist group.
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The [S1S-inspired terror group took over a hospital in Marawi City, Lanao del Sur, established several
checkpoints within the city, burmed down certain government and private facilities and inflicted casualties

on the part of government forces.

lts members were even shown flying the flag of the lslamist State of Irag and Syria (ISIS) in several arsas
of the city.

This prompted President Rodrigo Duterte to place Mindanac under martial law for a period of 80 days on
the grounds of invasion and rebellion.

The deciaration of martial law was done through Procfamation No. 216, which Duterie signed on May 23
while he was still in Russia.

According to official figures released by Malacafang, fighting in Marawi City have led to the killing of 61
Maute terrorists.

Meanwhile, the government have lost 18 of its forces — 15 military and 3 police personnel.

The number of civilians kiffed in the conflict was pegged at 19, ali in the hands of the terrorists. (Cielito M.
Reganit/PNAMDefendRepublic

http:/fwww.pna.gov.ph
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Military appeals to refrain from posting
unverified info that could worsen Marawi City

May 28, 2017

MANILA, May 29 — The adage “loose lips, sink ships” is still true even in this time of the Internet.

This was stressed by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo as he
appealed to the public not to post sensitive and unverified information that might imperil mifitary units currently
engaged in clearing operations against Maute Group members in Marawi City, Lanao Del Sur as this could

imperii the lives of these brave men.

In the same vein, the military official also urged the public to refrain from posting in the social media suspicious
information or possibie terrorist propaganda as this could help spread disinformation in the ongoing government

campaign against the lawless group.

"We fervenf?y urge our people to refrain from posting in social media information that would tend to exacerbate
the situation. Especially photos and videos on the movement of our troops and on terrorists propaganda

circutating through social media," Arevalo stressed.
He atso assured the public that the government remains atop and in control of the situation.

“We will continue tc provide updates as often as possible with due regard to the security of our operating forces
and the conduct of the cperations itself,” he added.

As this develops, AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla on Monday said that military forces have full
controt of Marawi City.

“We are in full control, meaning to say we can control who comes in and who comes out. who moves around
and who doesn't. And we're trying to isolate alf these pockets of resistance that have remained,” he said.

As of this posting, Maute Group members killed in the ongoing operation are placed at 61 with 42 being
confirmed through body count and another 18 by eye witness reporis.

Government losses as of Sunday night are placed at 15 troopers Killed along with three Philippine National
Police {PNP) operatives.
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Reported wounded as of this posting are 61 soidiers along with three policemen.

Fighting started when government security forces tried to arrest Abu Sayyaf ieader Isnilon Hapilon, a known ally

of the group and 1SS leader, last May 23.

Number of civilians exe
~Padilla: : .

cuted by the Maute Group are placed at 19, while those rescued are placed at 390, said

Captured firearms are placed at 41 with 37 being high-powered ones and four low-powered.
"Clearing of Marawi City of militants and rescue of trapped civilians and recovery of civillan casualties and

victims are the current focus of the ongoing operafions,” he added. (Priam F.
Nepomuceno/PNAMDEFENDREPUBLIC

htto./f'www.pna.gov.ph
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