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Japan pledges ‘maximum support’ for
Marawi rehab, $1 B for infra projects

By ARGYLL CYRUS B. GEDUCOS

The President said in a Joint press

. . Conferencewith Abe that the Japanese
R ORYO, Japan - The Philippines * leader had 4 full understanding of tlie
s “and.fapan are now entering a - challenges the Phitippines faced while
t “golden age of strategic part- - Marawi City was under siege by the -
~#h  nership” after the world super.. . Daesh-inspired terrorigty
SESTNTRRI— SN pOWE‘l" Dledff,ed tU EXtE‘nd “ﬂ‘laximum . A Avr
- SUDPOI 2 ehabilitation jof

of

| Wartorn ety of Marawi Cily. _
This was disclosed by Dulerie dfier

meeling with Japanese Prime Minisler 1

Shinzo Abe at the Kante, or the PAmé” . Duterte said. - - R

Minister's office here, Monddy evefiing. . ... The President said itwas oaly Fight ™

That same night, Presidei Duteite - that he travelled to Japan for hig first
fficial visit afler addressig :
Sa

. terrorism afid violent extremisni; And,
" he offeréd timely assistance for the
affected communities and residents,”

and Prime Minister Abe witnesged th
o Signing of the exchangs riotes ot

~provision of.a yen loat of over User
biflion for three infrastructure projects iim bringing peace in Mindanao, . S
itt the Philippines. - . N T therefore, filting and -*#4

A
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proper that alter the liberation of
Marawi Cily from the grip of Maute
{evrorists, my first olficial visit overseas
lakes place in Japan - a true [riend

CSh Bt Sieed m:;uarolv hehind the

Philippines in my country’s onward
advance itol grealer peaco, progress
angd prosperity” Duterie said.

“1 thanked Japan for its full sup-
porl Jor our effords to bring just and
Insting peace in Mindanao. Apart from

Jietinvelvement iw the peace proeisy)

Japan is already on the ground as we
proceed with reconstructing Marawi
and rebuilding the lives of those af-
[ected.” he added.

“Orir commitment and resolve show
the desire lo further expand cooperative
tics. T dare say that. considering what
we have aceomplished and achinved,
the Philippines and Japan are building
a golden ape Hor} our stralegic partoer-
ship.” he conlinued.

Arvcording to Dulerte, the commii-
ment between the two allied countries,
founded on demecratic values, will
stcmd {hv te':t of Eima

LR O T EE TR S

JRERE ] qu ron - oy iy BETETUD L s

Abhe also commended Duterte on
iow he was able {0 handle the threat
of the Islamic State (IS) in Mindanao
and vowed to support his objective to
establish stability and development of
tiie island.

“1'd like to express my heaﬂfel& re-

the developmeni, and in his altermpls
to ensure this, we would like to provide
full support to President Duterte’s ap-
proaches,” he said,

Tiea briefer of Abe's statement pro-

vided to-rnembers of the Japanese and
Philippine media. Japan is set to send
equipraent for the rehabilifation and

reconstruction of Marawi City and its
surrpunding areas.

Japan is also considering providing
further assistance. including possible
suppert for road construction and im-
proveraent once the Philippine govern-
ment’s post-confiict needs assessment
an the war-lorn cily is completed.

Japanese commitments

Before {he joint press statement of

_.the two leaders, the exchange of notes

.spectifortheleadership exetted BEHIS Lo
Iixcellency President Duterie going for-
ward in bis 8fforts Lo fight teffortsi and”
also for the stabitity in Mindanao and

- mm‘h __-t:huw and 10 b(‘ pmud Of:n

" 'vears Lo come,” he added. c
Japan has long heen pmvldmg as-
sislance [or peace and development in
Mindanao. Sinee 2006, Japan has been
providing concentrated assistance
for communily development, human
vesnuree development, inslitutional

sohuilding-andssustainable:eeononiics o

~gevelopment-uides the Japan-Bang=
samoro Initiatives for Reconstruction
and Development (-BIRD). -

In-his statement, Abe recognized
the imporiance the rehabilitalion and
recousliruction of Marawi City {or his
“dear and cherished [riend” President
Prulerle, and for the affected Marawi
cilizens. and vowed {o extend hig gov-
ernmeni's ulmost support.

“We will provide maximum support
[or the restoralion and reconstruction
of Marawi City and we will strengthen
support for Mindanao and toward
the establishment of an aulonomous
gavernwent, we will respond to the
progress of processing,” he said.
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o yen loan for over US$1 billion for

frastructire.proje
is was signed by

eign Al-

- fairs Secretary Alan Petér: Cajj’ze!.ar‘;o

atd Japanese Forsign Alfais Mini-;i:er
Taro Kono.

—According Lo the Ministry 6f Forei gn _
Affairs (MOFA) in Japan, one of the

three projects is the Cavite Industrial

AreaTlood Risk: ManagementProject - ioamrnn b s
“iith e loan provision of Gp o IBO2E s

billion or roughly 7.3 billion.

The project aims to reduce flobd
darhage in Cavite by implementing
measures to counler flooding in the
province It is alzo expected lo help
overcome vulnerability and contribnite
to sistainable economic grawth in the
Philippines.

The loan has an interest rate of 0.3
percent per annwin, while rate of infer-
eslof the consulting services wilibe 0.01
pevcent per annum. It is payable for 30
years after the 10-year grace period.

- Abe also pledged the provision of
a ven loan of up to ¥104.53; or roughly
#47.6 billion, for the Metto Manﬂa Sub-
wav Pro;ect (Pha%e 1) I

Pl
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According to the MOFA, this proj-
el witl contribute to relievitig serios
fraflic congestion in Metro Manila by
seeking lo meel growing transportation
tlerand. 1 will also ease atmospheric
pollution and climate change througlh
the deselopment of 5 subway in Metre
Maniln.

Duterle, on the olher hand, thankeq
Abe for the warm receplion and exeel
lent arrangements accorded to him
during his second visif {0 J. apan.

The President also said thal, as stra-
legic partners, cooperation belween the

Fhe-mplenoniation 6F (his project

e Road By

* has an interesi raleof 1.5

“mole the building of the Metr

ks expected o confy bute to sustainable
growih by promofing investsment in the
Phitippines,

The Subway projeclver foan has an
mteres! rale of 0.t percend per annmm
.04 pereend, peranmun for consuliing

Abe also pledged a yon loan of up to
¥9.399 billion, or up Lo P43 billion, for (he
Arterial Road Uypass Project (Phase
HIY in Plaridel. Bulacan,

According (n the MOFA, the project
will contribwie to relieving {raffic con.
geslion and im_pmving transportation
capacily and efliciency in Plaridel City
by construcling a bypass road along
the Philippines—Japan’ 'Fr_iendship
Highway. '

The Philippines-.Japan Friendship
Highwav is an important Eeneral ar-

ferinf highway that directiy contects

. _s_nmtices)_,.and-is-payah}_e for 28 years
- after a grace period of 13 vears,

Sive and multi-dimensional.

0w discussions {oday were very
warm, open, and comprehensive. Both
sides recognized {oday that there is st
ample room for even more significant
growth in all areas of ntual conceri,”
Duterte said, g
o Japat’s YT assisiatics

-Duterte also thanked Japan for its

commitimeit to extonded goveinment
assistance to the Philippines worih ¥1
trittion, or roughiy 430 billion, for the
nexi five years.

“Lam pleased with Japan's reiters-
fion that it is fully commiited to the |
{ritlion yen pledge jof) assistanes to the
Philippines.” lie said.

“This covers huge impact and high
value infrastructure projects that iy
country needs to sustain angd Spur our
economic growth. There will be some of
the most ambitious and groundbreak-

e Metra-Manitawithesiia) [azon, in

P_}_}_i_!___ipp_ir_:es._and.Japan-was- nUW expan

ocal: 5285, 5295

i,:}__g{g_grggig:g_;_t_s,_incfuding!,he-MeLmMaﬂg]a,.w_.._._.&.,&.& S
Subway project, and major develop-

the vieinity of the i

percent per
annem (091 percent perannun for con-

s1ting services), and is payable for 20 !
years after the 10.year grace period.

In his statement, Abe_said the

Japanesegove__rm_}_;entﬁd}__l_sp dil

the North South Commuter Rail, and
enhance disasler reduction-oriented
quality infrastruciure conperation.

Abe said the Phitippines and Japay
wWill further promole hilateral coopera-
ion in the areas of energy, employment
creation, informalion and comminics-
tions technology, environment, agricul-
ture and disaster reduction. -

“I would tike 1o work hand-in-hand
with 7y close friend President Duterte
to further deepen the bonds of frietd-
ship between our fwo countries and
welloonperate (owards poace andpros-
nerity of the region and international

- Project ven loan

YPRO:f
; _ tro Manila ... 0.
T Subvray Project. Improve projects for

.

ﬂ?em‘”ﬂthcregmu:andpwvmcesf R

headded.
Support to Duterie
Abe also expressed suppott to
Duterle as chairman of this veal’s Ag-
sociativi of Southeast Asiah Nations
 (ASEAN). -

g s b0t Aririversar

will provide full support to ASEAN s

allempis to strengthen unily and coi-
trality and its atlempts to develop as a
free and open community,” he sajd,
“Two weeks from now, there will
be a series of summi, meelings of the
ASEAN. And so that these meelings
will be a succéss, we will provide our

maximum support to President Duy.
terle who will be serving as Chair,”
he added.

commumity,” he said, :

. . ) : . ‘ 9
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GINUGUNiTANG KABAYAN&HAN
Nagtirk ng watawat hg Filipinas
ang Boy Scoul sa isang punted sa
ibingan ng mga Bayani sa Taguig
City kahapor, bisperas ng Undas.
ALivicoy
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PEACE AND ORBER — Two platoons frem the PhniippEne Aroy
pan City, Panpgasinan, fust as seldiers in other parts of the ¢
revered foliday of visiting the dead, {Jojo Fifigza) -
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! AMBOANGA CITY - 'The .
U Avmed Forces of the Fhilippines

(AFTY) has slorted all mililary
ﬁwﬁ unils to monitor the presence
of Islamic Staje (IS)-inspired groups in
their respeclive areas of jurisdiction, )

This was disclosed on Menday by
LL Gen. Rey Leonardo Guerrern, new-
Iy installed ARP chief-of-staff, citing
terror threat still exists iy the country.

Guerrero was here for his first
command visii afler he assumed as
the new and 491 AFP chief-of-staff on
Thursday, October 26.

“Before the Marawi (fighting broke

oul), we have already monitored that .

SR GE ool i e
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~-when as about terrorists’ hieat fo al. -
tack othier areas in the country. .
LA Gen. Cartito Galvez, J r, Western
: Mindanao Command (Westmineory)
. chigf, said religious Ieaders and local
© governinent units have joined forces to
- prevent the infillration of terrorists in
- their respective localities.
: “They dor’t want to expetience
similar to what bappened in Marawi
. Cily” Galvez added.
. Guerrero was glven hounors upon
~+his arrival at Camp- Basilio Navarto
© thal houses” thé Wesimincom head-

quarters in this city, ; B
- met-in»:aCIOSédﬁdo'Oi* tommand’

“rthey are moving aroiid’ tHe eoimiry >
Guerrero disclnsed,

S e nghiv ey have
heexn able to go around to other areas
as woll.” he added, - = Lo

He said they are working with:all
concerned stake holders to prevent
“rand counter violenl extresiism and 1o
ensure IS ideology is not heihg spread

..1o the olher parts of the E_‘hi!jpp__i_!}es_...

o MNotfor now. Buf we dre-not dis- -

*counting the possibility.”: he replied

OFFICE OF 1110 ARMY CHIFE PUBLIC AR AIRS

Ay Core Porposn Sonving Hae preopte oroing e o

AR officials, Inte

conference with the unit commander
ol Westimingom

a5t of the
prevailing situation in the region,

He relayed o the troops lhe pro-
grains of President Rodrigo Roa Dy.

erte fof: the AFP during the “talk to
_Ahe met

activity - that followed  the o
cotference,

Guerrero,_ aceom

Danied by, Otherco o

Jight Turich with the officers, men and o
civilians employees of Westmincom:. :

“q
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Army officer, 5 others

charged for looting

AN Army officer and five of his

ien were charged by. the military -

for allegedly looting houses in
Marawi City, the Armed Forges of
the Thilippines {AFP) confirmed
on Tuezday.

Col. Romeo Brawner Ir., deputy
commander of Task Group Ranag,
said acdiministrative charges have
been filed against the soldiers.

“We caught this Army officer

are 10t denying that there were
incidents like (hese but we are

dealing with these cases and we

.1 Prawner said in a hews COHfE‘K‘ﬂCC

Pl Marawi v,
v Hesaid when military toopers ar-
rivedt in the main battle area in May,
the houses in the islamic city were

“Because we believe that ment:
) be;s__of ﬁze Maiyte-IS18 toup, reaiI

with five enlisted persoinel...we *

§0“I1ot‘“‘teierate Sm’h“'a'ct i‘{‘fﬂ g’n. - ‘MI‘BT'&WHQI‘ U]’gedwihe pUbHC TiOt." 8
toctiticize Gr_fudge__'iﬂkhers_baqe{i_._,_;;::__--_-

‘merel

“open” and in g "topsy turvy” state. ...
Materials thaf they do not own

_..But he clarified that photos in..
sociak media showing jterits such _
agsalellite dishes and motorcycles -
foaded on military trucks are the

praperty of the Philippine Army,
“Soldiers and their companies
also have their own materials.

They are purchasing their own

materials that can also be used
while in the middie of the fight-

, ing,” Brawner said.
“He'added that soldiers also

bring taptops and printers to be
able to submit reports o their
respective anit heads.

v on photos uploaded on
social media: ;

“We have reminded the soldiers
upon their réturn to their mother
units 1o-noi-hring home any

. : these
they wanted 10 2 q| Timi-
tion, fitearrns, cash and jewelry
and this has been proven by a lot
of accounts of hostages because
some of these hostages were forced
te do sich too,” Brawner said.
He admitted that they received
complaints about soldiers footing.

o

by some of our officers and third
party military officers to inspect
the personal and unit properties
of our scldiers and even those
materials loaded in [army] trucks,”
Brawner explained.

DEMPSEY REYES

0
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By EMMANUEL TUpPAS

A suspected financier of the terror group Abu Sayyaf
was arrested in Queron City last week, the Criminal in-

vestigation and

Abdulpatia Abubakar was
apprehended by members of
the CIDG’s National Capital
Region office and other units
on Ok, 26, CIDG-NCR director
Senjier Superintenden) Wilson
Astieta saged,

Detection Group (CIDG) said yesterday.

an an arrest warrant for an-
other case of kidnapping and
serious illegal detention, he
added.

Asueta said Ababakar isa
financier of the Aby Savval,
based on inte a

s Ehowg e A G REE WRg

tageed in the kid

LG BH toutists on Sipadar
yeid in 2000

istand in Mala
he was apprehended hased

: o .
were reports he also
i
whose leade

There

group; Is:Werg

stege in Marawi City that feft

B RIS S I I gy Bt iy

= Emait addd acpa a ey 2 2igmail com - Tal nn, {ny

lgence.re FR104 i £ JO

responsible for the five-month

Abubakar

1L

Aty Core Parpose. Serving e peopsh

R LN F0 PRV PY v A

hundreds of people dead.
Abubakar was intercepted
at the Ninoy Aquine Inter-
national Airpaort last Sept. 26
upon his arrival from Jed-.
dah, Saudi Arabia after he
appeared on the Bureay of
Immigration’s database of
suspected lerrorists,
However, be was later re-
leased as his identity was not

clearty suhstantiated in the
Aamended-complaint ralsad”

mgin Sivad

o the kidnanp

18 to determine the purpoge
of Abubakar’s stay m Metro
Manila, Asueta said.
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v
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Mincsin ng mga olo-
ridlad ang ixang financicr
e Abu '\\\ affmmp nn

=1 Abalpatty Abubikar <
mn’!g AWANG operasyon ng
PEEgsan v clemonto e

Criminad Inve stigation and
Dc[cctmn Crroup-National

Capital Region (CH (-
NURY al Military Tntel-
ligesee Graup (MIC) sa
Quezon ¢ ity.

. Avon kay CTRENCR
“Divector PrSe Supl Wilson

Asuela na bagaman nilo
pang Cktubre 26 nagakole
ang suspek handang atas
-4 00 ng bapon sa isang
fugar sa Quezon O Y ay
kalapon lamang aila ito
isinapubliko {|.1§llhl} kai-
fangan pa itone isailatim
fa masusing lacticat infer-

rogation.

e af Ahw Sayyar

f\;m\ HMI IS8 8ot en mf;mimnnl;w m’n

Pahina.

A

arhl nacpa. auny)ﬂ?Z(ignlan FUH%-TP|HO (921845w9033l“ocai:528

3.5295

Nabalid na ang sus-
pecl ay sangkot at tamu-
long din sa pagpopomde
para tustasan ang pagha-
Lasik ng terorising ng
mya b.mdl(lcmg A!u:

Savyiat i fiakabaie sa

Suleat hinihinala ring ity
ang isa s mga financier
ng Marawi City sicge
a# temagal ng fHimang
Prwan,

Ang suspek ay mparcs-
1o ma hica ng warrant of
arrest ua inisyn ug korte

sa kasong Kidmapping at
serions illegal detention
dahil somghked #o sa g

bihag sa 20 mga banyiga
na karmnihait ay ma By-
ropeans al jsang Pinoy sa
Sipadan Beach) Resort sa
Sipadan, Malaysia noong
Abrif 232000,

oD, fikie

Ang. suspect: av-dali

nang pinigilan ng niga
ahenle ng Burcay nf Im-

migeation at Aviation
Security Group ng PNP
za Ninuy Aquino Tnter-

natiemal Airport (NATA)Y
Pare noong wna ay lind
pa mp.mhlmy sa kaso ng
kidnapping for ransom sq
samutsaring asundo nd ki-
aaharp nito.Joy Cantoe-

—_
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~ Abu Sayyaffinancier arrested in QClair

By ARRUN B BECUBNGY

Police and wilitary intelligence
nperalives have arrested a suspected
financier of the Aby Sayyaf Group
‘ASG) in a raid in his alleged lair in
Queron City,

But Abdulpatia Abubalkar who was
arvested by the joint pefice and milifary
operatives is the same person who was
arresiod al the Ninoy Aguine Inlerna:
tenal Atrport {wo monihs age after
arriving from Saudi Arabia,

e e was collaved after his name apy
peared on the Bureau of _Imm_igra_tip_n__

Hist ol suspected terrorists. He was later
tirned over to the PN

The Criminat Investigation and De-
tection Group confirmed that Abuhakar

was ihdeed the one held by BI but it )

explained thal he was later released.

“He was released in court dus to his

identity not having been clearly substan-
tialed in the amended complaint and
information,” the police report read,
The information refers to the Sipa-
dan kidnapping case in April 2000 where
Abuhakar was said to be among those

_ legal dot

F100.

charged With kidnapping and serious
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Maute straggler todas sq encounter

Napaslang ng mga teroristana naghasik ngte- 47 sibilyang hostage ha-
sundaio ang isang Maute  rorismo Sa nasabing jugar. bang 165 Naman s3 panig......
straggler sa nhaganap nag .MBgUGLRItE na sumiklal- MY SECUAW fofcas .

~r@Ngkuwentrer sy BEHE Afen ang krisis sa Marawi City Sa kasalukuy’ah ang -
sa Marawi City kahapon Ng  hoong Mayo 23, 5017 pa buong rehiyon ng Mindahao

mags, tumagal ng 154 araw, ay naza ilalim ng martial
Sinabi ni Col Romap Ang bakbakan ay nag- law na 1atagaf hanggang

Brawner Iy, deputy com-  resuiia 58 pagkamalay ng Disyembre 31, 2017, Joy
mandar ng . oint Task Forea 920 Maute-181s tzirorists,  Canios
Ranao, isa sa mga strag-
dlar ng Maute ang napaiay
+ - 8anasabing lugag
T Bandang alas-6 ng tnna-
ga habang Nagsasagawn
ng elearing operations ang
tropa ng militar lahan sa
myga bomba na posible
pang nakatanim sa batile
7ane sa kasagsagan no
krisis nang makasagupa
andg isang Mauts slrangler.
Nagkaroon ?amang g
mailkling putukan bago
nAamany ang nasabing shrag-
fer ng teroristang arpe,
Noohg Cktubre {17 ay
idinekiara ni Panguiong
Radrigo Duterte ng malaya
ra laban sa mga teroristang...
‘Maute-1S1S ang Marawi
Gl dsang. araw. matapos:o
SHamang ‘mapasiang ang
dalawang lider ng grupo
ra sina Isnilon Hapiion,
Hinatagang Emir ng 1818
sa Southeast Asia af Cimar
Maute.
Samantalang noong
Oklubre 23 ay infanunsyo )
- NAMan Ni-DefernierQaer ey e e i
retanyDelfin: Lorghzang: o e o oo
fia apos na ang givera at
wala hg combat Operations
sa Marawi Cily matapos
Aa malipol na ang lahat ng .

Ly
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gation of the owners of the
apartment unit where Isnilon
Fapiton, one of the feaders of
the terror group that attacked
this city, stayed before fighting
broke out on May 23, a military
efficial said.

“The investigation will be
handled by the police. But we
will ensure theijy rights will not
be violated,” said Col, Romeo
Brawner jr,, deputy commander
of Joint Task Group Ranao,

Supt. Ebra Moxir, city nolice

_.Chief, said the owners of the three-..

story apartrent building, whom
chedeclined tosidentify sweiitiy
 the police to clear their names.
“They told our investigators

they had no idea Hapilon was
there. 1. advised’ them to algs
clear their names with the hilic .

tary,” Moxir said.
Police saict Hapifon stayed in
-~ the apartfient unit in Barangay
Malutiit for “thred motiths Ha-
fore the group led by Hapilon, a
leader of the bandit group Abu
Sayyaf, and the Maute brothers
laid siege to Marawi.

Police said the building was
owned by a Bureau of Internal
Revenue employee assigned in
Cotabato City,

A member of the police’s

Special Action Force, who asked
not to be identified, told the in-
quirer that he was staying two

I
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MARAW] CITY—The govern-
L medt is continuing its investi-

-Bouses .away-from-the apares

mentbuildiniy biit was Wnaware
that Hapilon was living nearby,
“F really didn’t have an idea
that be was near,” he said, adding
that when fighting erupted, he
Was trapped for two days hefore
he was able to get out of the i ty.
Amenoia Gandaw, a villape
council member, said Hapilon’s
wife and 6-year-old son were
the first casualties when the
liglting between government

. tr00ps and terrorists erupted, -

The clashes flared up wheiia
team of soldiers and policemen

move d"*t‘o'---arrest“"Ha'p‘iIﬁ'ﬁj*"}'u}"a‘g}{';’i’ S

ever, they were met b

backed by" an undetermined
number of foreign fighters.
+ Ganday

omposed-of ‘members of the
~ Mauteé ‘and Abu Sayyaf groups,

“said - before the-

siege, village officials noticed %4

lot of people coming in and out
of E_h_p__s_et ARHES s

Some residents have been al-
lowed to retum to their homes in
Barangay Malutlut but the Apart-
ment building where the war
started remained abandoned, ifs
walls full of bullet holes.

It was a mess inside as ban-
dotiers, bullel capt ridges, fa-
tigue ‘uniforms, casings and

even 10y guns were Jeft as re-

“BUE we had 1o idea that he -
" (Fapiloh) was there,” he sajd.

minders of the terror that hii -

Marawl. —seorrREY MaITEM NG
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-

555 Local: K284, 5295




‘ ORFICE OF THT ABRMY CIIET PO 1 AT AIRS

O

Navemler 20107

Mrenv L isron [y o g Wt ¢fige

DT onps hh'.f:l'"'t'tésda'_i}':léiﬂil'r;rf-u pra

Islamic State (15) gunman in
Marawl, eight days after the EOv-
ernment declared the end of hog-
tilities, a military official said..
Soldiers have focused on se-
curing Marawi against surviv-
ing militant fighters since entt-
ing five months of operations
against  IS-inspired  militants
who seized contral of parts of
the city in May, in a bid to win a
foothold in the region. .
The conflict displaced about
35C.000 residents and killed

eI NOTR AR, L:teo-people mogtly
militants, stirring concern that

thesouthsr Bl

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIGC AFFAIRS - Fmail add: oae;pn‘alimy?ﬂ_"l

coming IS" hub in Southe

ed remaining ‘gunimen in ‘the

i to escape, army spokesperson.

B
st

ck
Asia.

The military engaged in a
gunfight with one of the suspect-

main battle area, after foiling his

SN Had g o st e of nalicnad frrifen

¥ .
Page:
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Col Rowmied Brawner said.
“We still have 1o put in
troops, because there's a possibil-
ity for stragglers,” Brawner tolda
news conference in Marawi. “In
the main battle area, there are
many possible hiding spols.”
mdonesians, Malaysians and

Middle Easterners were among

the fighters who [finrked to
Marawt to support the 15" emirate
inSoutheast Asia_

Thousands of Marawi resi-
dents have started returning
home, only for some 1o find

dwelliiigs  raigacked. Brawner

sald an army official .and. fi

in harracks after beiny charged
-with looting... .
The main battle area in
. downtown Marawi remains off
~linits, pending the removal of
“booby traps and unexploded ord-

. nance..-wammnis_._: e

T

e - .‘ .
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NAPATAY kahapon ng pitwersa ng
parmahalaan ang isang binihinatang 1niyembro
ng Maule-IS1S Group sa Marawi City
ralapos rmanong manlaban.

Kinnmpirma ni Army Colonct Romeo
Brawner, ang pagkakamhy sa suspek
kasunend ng nangyaring sagupaan bardang alas-
600 nzumaga.

- Gaynniman, lodi pa idinetalye ni Braswner
any insicente at king may pagkakakilanian ang
suspek. Nangyari ang engkeseotro ilang araw
matapos ilipll 8y Armed Forces of the
Phlhppmcq (AP} ang. mm%n! ﬂpcmlmnmuln

sa lungqod

'MAUTE MEMBER TODAS SA SUNDALO

sa Marawi-City matapos ideklari ni
Pangplong Rodsigo l)uiu’tcng s Kalkeryamn
ng fungsod mula sa {orarist ang grupo.

Samantala, tinalayva ng Lanao del
Naorle. Crigis Management Comimittce
na manaring wiahot ng limandaan ang
tarerekober nangn bangkay sa higarna
naging senlro ng sagupaan lahan sa
Maute Terrorist Group.

Karamihan nmano sa mga bangkay
na pesibleng makuba paay ang meaban-
didong napatay snlinmng buwans, giyera

’ (¥ Reyes)
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Muling stumikial
A putakan sa fagh g
Aarawi ity kahapon g

umags,

Sa ulal ni Join Task
Giroup Rapgn Col . Ro-

_eo Brawner, nagka-
roon ng sthod-sunod pg
Putok bandemg alas.s: | 5
N umaga nang makar.
g ng panibagong pogy.

A mula sa main hatile

Z0Ne arca ang mga resi-
dente m namamahayag
ma nasa city hall naman
ng hingsod,

Habang nagrupLty-
kan ay isang sundalo ang
lumapit sa Mg media af
residente af stnahing ;-
maye sa tugar pars hind;
madamay,

Napnu-nlnnmn kay
Reawner ng hgse SATCpOrE
ay may na-monilor na re.

SPR— e sistance kave nagkarcng
_ S AR igay
ng karag agang delalye
Pero paliwanag gy
militar na’ ang mga nari-
nigna mga putok ay bup-
sod ng isizl:magawnng N B
clearing operatinng s '
----- S ' lugar. (Betchai HAulian)
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Hero's welcome
|5 Marawi troops|!

S

fsang mainit na pag- ’
salthong o hero's wal-
come ang ihinigay ng
Philippine Mavv dito o5
maa sundalong hyma.
bk mula s linsang T
wan sagupaan sy FS1§ ga
Marawi City,
C MEgiRg ang Tmpn
sthilvan at pamifyz g’
mga sundalo ay ragluitgo
pa sa Zamboanga upang
Makitd ang kanilang mpa
mahal sa buhay.
Pinaragalan rip fnina
Rear Admiral Rene Me-
dina, fene ng Naval For.
von Wealern Mindanan,
at Colonel Arie Cacyli
fan, commander ng Com.
hat Service Support Bat-
fation. ang mga fropa da-
hil sa kanilasg katapa-
nEar at pagpupursige ng
maibalik ang kapavapaan
82 Marawi na nilusoh ng
I51S noon Mayo 23,
NGRS

Company np Ma- j
rine Special Operations
Crroup. Arivor Assaglt
Battalion, Field Agtil.
fery Battabion, Shore Pa.
trol Unit ng Naval Por
ces Western Mindando
at Civil Military
i .-"-‘WQE
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BU’IUANCITY—Iuihayagkahapon ilartg. matatans na kalibre np-attoasatb ... arens s Liitita Sinabi kahapon
ng police at __l!_l_i_Iitary..in%ei!igence- MR gaTit 8 paprahvig npbombaang - ny 84 pang A intelfigence officer ng -
_ community namahina naangnatifiving " masamsam s mga suspek, kabilang ang avaw um;{]::ahahggffngpang:ﬂan.
puwersa ngi\!ewI’enple’smwy(NI’A}, wakawal. i Nf‘;\. Aniya, batay sa lestimoenya ng
ang armadong sangay ng Conmiunisg 5 pagsasanib-puwersa ng militar  flang rebeldeng summiko sa Bukidnen
Party of the Ihilippineg (CPD), at sa at pulisya, naarestoang anim navebelde  at an ilang bahagi ng Laraga region,
katanayan ay hapgsasagawavafang ng  sa bigg "& mga search warrant na  nabatid n | )

2 patuloy na nababayasan ang
mga krimen ang tlang kasapi nite. misyu ng fokaf na korfe sa Agusan del  puwersa ng NFA dahilna ring hirapng
Sa hiwaiaynads.w:las‘:iﬁedasa@&qment Sur, at nakumpirma ang sitwasyon ng tuhay ra kabundukan, o
report na nakoha ng Balaita mula sa kilusan ey isinagawang patnang tactical Niteng na karaang linggo lang
intelligenee communily ng pulisya at interrogalioy, ayon pa rin sa source, ay nagdagdag ang Philippine Army
mikitar, nabatid na ang nakilirang ierilla “Tean say that (@3P~NI’A 5 weak) g (fﬁawahg combat maneuverin

front ng CPP-NDA northeastern, norils- becanse of the doctmenle seized during  battalion ng ipakakalat sa mpa lalawigan
el at northern Mindanan Regional  recent sepavate gunballles in San Lais, e Agtisan al Sutigao upang Tuluyan

Conmmiliee at kakannt pa fang wimano, Agusan del Sur angd in upper far-flung pang pyllusin ang NPA.
dabil vas maami na angsumasiko at ' T e

maghabatik-lonl sa pamahataan dahil
M s mabiap na pamumuhay sa
kabr wcdukan,

“Bome of them already turmed inio e 8 B
barylitry whilepil,u?r_renm?niﬂg BUETi oo

frontealar engaged inlioir foren exdortion
ik e

activities
i fscﬂmr{luniah‘s;ﬁ g
hindi siya awter;saaong magsalita sa
media, .

Aniva, naging hasehan Ngassessmient
nilang ito ang pagdakip sa aiim na
mivembro ng NI'A sa San Luis, Agusan
dd}ﬁm' naong nakatraang linggo, nang

)\
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Government forces vésterday
kitled a pro-Islamic State ( 15) gunman,

nMarawi, a military official said, -

eight days afler the hostifities were
dectared over,

Soldiers have focused on securing
the city egainst survivin g militant
fighters since ending five months

of operations against IS:inspired -

mititants who seized control of parts
of the country’s main Istamic city in
May, in a Md to win a foothold in
the regior.

The conflict displaced about
350,000 rosidents and killed more
than 1,100 people, mostly militants,
stirring concern that Marawi is be-

-coming an.iS hiub. ieSoutheastAsia
 Yesterday, the mititary engaged in
agunfightwithione ot thasusseet
remaining gunmen in the main
battle ares, after foiling his bid to
escape, army spokesman Col, Romen
Brawner said, 3

“We still have to putin troops; -

because there’s a possibility of strag-
glers,” Brawner told a new

- The deaths of Abu Sayyat |
apilonyithe

s confer- .

Alis a soinece of national picle

ey

compatmd, which has already been

Cleared of terrovigts, ...

- Althovgh the hulk of soldiers and
policemen deployed in Marawi wore
pulled out after five months of urhan
fighting, a number of Army bottal-
ions have been retained t; address

possible security concerns posed

by either tertorist stragsleis or their
sympathizers.

Other security officials describod
the threal as “already insignificant”
as authorilics were able to restore at
feast 50 percent of the city’s power
supply yesterday. '

Notmal operations at (he Matawi
city hall also resumed. Mond o
week'after the goveril ed
the city as libeiated o

Galvez Jr. said the neutralization of
key terrorist figuires created 4 vacu um
of leadership in the 1S opetating in
Sotthedst Asia. T

and IS emirdsnilon:

area, there arem
spots.”

Indonesians, Malaysians and
Middle Easterners were among the
fighters who flocked te
support the I5's emirate ift Soiftheast
Asia.

The main battle arca in downtown
Marawi remains off limits, pending
the remoeval of booby traps and un-
exploded ordnance.

Lt. Col. Emmanuel Garcia, com-
mander of the 4th Civil Relalions
Group of the Western Mindanao
Command {Westmincom), satd
the fight occurved at around 6 a.m.
in an arca adjacent to the city hall

any possible hiding

OFFI(F (,;F —T-l-ili ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emaif add: oacpa.army2012@gmait.com - Tel no. (02) B&ﬁ@_?ﬁﬁuiﬂof:“ami‘:. 528?, 5290. ,

e thain batile M"éti.te'ib'J'_O_i‘héi‘s';aS- wal]

~ Hagnlon ahdd Otiasl ey AT
- one of the:architects 1 the Maraw:

Matawi to..

i fET
eigh counterparts have also afected
the communication with other 15
{aclions in foreign counkries, he
added. . .

siege, were killed by a composite of
army cavalry and scout ranger unils
fast Ort. 1o, The other key efements -
Malaysian university leclurer and 1<
financier and. recruiler Mahmud Ab
mad and Amin Baco - were also killed
in the late stape of the operations, the
general poitited out. - o

‘I believed they have no con-
tact now here in the Philippines,”
Galvez.said, adding that relentless

T

Westmincom chief Lt. Get. Carlito

G
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uperations are ongoing to neulratize.

" elisive Basilanhased Abu Sayvaf -

leader Furuji Indama, who is ke -
for kidnappings. ' :

He recalled that other risin g Sulu:
based Abu Sayyal leaders liked
Muamar Aslsli dlias Abu Rami and :
Alhabiy Misaya were killsd i o pa
sate niihitary opurations in Bohol and
Suluin April.” ’

Looting

Thousands of Marawi residerits -
have started returning horme, ony
for somie to find dwellings ransacked,
Brawner said an Armiy official and
i . N

Ontel. wers: taified |

he said they received a Int of
complaitits- abouf looting “even be-
fore the start of the sicge.”
“That's-why when we: deployed:

oapprehend some
are now facing charges,” Brawner,
also the deputy commander of Joint
Task Force Ranao, said in a statement

vesterday, T
e thai-one Arm;

He confitnie
was appretiended, 00 T
“Ldon’t know their exact riumber, :
but we are not denving it because .
they are now facing charges,” the
olficer said, .
Reports said a liesttenant colonel .
and five enlisted personnel were
among those slapped with admin- .
istralive chiarges before the military
coure. o :
Brawnert clarified that the alleged
looting incident happened shortly :
»-aftgr the fighting started
3 1 .4 LENE . N
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ana wnen e h-mspired
militanls had ravaved most
of the city’s houses and es-
tablishmenis.

AR et e A Ty e e

tored Maraw i, they arrived
whoen moest of the houses
have atready been [oecibly
opened by the terrorists ap-
parently in search for cash,
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lewelry and guns. These accounts

and Auslralia
were validated by the rescued qu:s;__:.'.

pave T
age:

governments, new Iy
ahd:inaval assets of;

acquired air

dages,t Brawnorsaids

Fle added that although the AFP
leadership reminded the troops to
refrain from taking anything from
abandoned houses, some soldiers

were apparently hured into “salvag-
ing” something from the looted”
Lresidefices. .. i

“The officer also dlaiified Soir

photos showing military trucks

loaded with satellite dishes that
have been circulating od social
media

tions because Lhese are military prop-

erties,” Brawner said, poinling out-
that eachr Ariny. cotnpany i Marawi -
S ’

was isstied a satellite disli, along with
other electronic géar, as part of stip-
phes and logislics,

Lven in combal, he added, sol-
diers are issued laptops and printers

. ihEAITth'

personic-fighter
- brand-new; rocket

6F thie Philip.
pines (AFP) played critical roles
in the cily’s liberation, said Navy
thief Vice Admiral Ronald Joseph

Mercado.

- Within the five-inonth tampaigh, -
the military used FAS0 Tead 10 su-
s and & floet of

: iring helicopters
to hit terrorist positions hard. L
Mercado also noted the steady”
flow of Marawi-bound troops, in-

~cluding elile forces with armored
“This is rouline in all major opera- -

Aighting vehicles (ARV) and logistics
from various locations fetried by the

-Navy's newly acquired laiiding dock

ships BRP Tarianiaﬁd BRP Davao del -

Complementiiig these efforts, he
added, ate the P3 Orion surveillance
and miciligence aircraft provided by
the US and Australia.

"We were able to expeditiously

because they used these gadgets (o

The motorcycl

property and were wsed for intel-
ligence galhering and intelligence-
driven operations, he said.

"Soldiers have also personal be-

Marawi. are.subjecled. to-an.inspe

Westniincom’s Garcia said loot-

ing concerns were being addressed
by the military’s built-in disciplin-
ary action.

However, he stressed that while
the fighting continued, civilians were
also leoling the houses and that at

least 22 “professional looters,” soine -

of them coming from as far as Iligan
City, were arrested.

“After the first incident, we haven't
any report of any soldier engaging in
looling activities. Whal T know is that
we have apprehended 22 profcssional
loolers in June, August and July,” he
added. N )

Mew AFP assels
On top of sophisticated surveil-
lance planes provided by the US

Aty Cogo Papoae Sapving the poople: S sy ihe b

- romplete our missions fransporting.

after their five-month deployment

. : ng
dock ships also transpérted relief

troops from Luzon and the Visayas

ing procured secondhand, continue
cafolive up Lo their role ds the count

themag
g 1 coinbat vehicles, ar-
tillery, munitions and ground lenpps
as & result of our modernization pro-
gram,” the Navy chief said following

b

_the recent disembarkation of Navy
“longings. But just the same all mili+"
tary units who are being pufled from :

and Marine forces from BRP Tarfac

roods for affected and displaced
residenls who wete theil staying in
various evacuation centers in Higan
City and nearby towns.

Unlike before when troops need-
ed to wail for days, transporting

was quicker using the Philippine
AirForee's five C-130 heavy 1ift and
three C-290 medium lift transport
aircraft.

FThe C-290 aitcraft are brand new
plancs while the C-130s, despite be-

try’s main cargo and troop transport
aircrall, the way most militaries use
them around the globe. - Jaime
Laude, Roel Parefin, Redters
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‘gov'tintelligence officials claim

BUTTIAN CITY - The police and
mililary infelligence commeuenity  on
Tucsday claimed {hal the remaining
strenglh.of the. New . People's: Army

CINPAYrarmad wing of e Comminis,

Party of the Philippines (CPP), was al-
ready weak, and had already turned to
banditry to survive.

Inadeclassified assessment report
obtained hy The Manila Bulletin from
police and military intefligence soure-
es, it was disclosed that the remaining
guerrilla frants of the CPP-NPA north-
eastern novil-cenbral and northern
Mindanao Regional Commiltees were
already dwindling in numbers, as more
are returnipg {o the fold of the law due
ta havdship in the mountains.

“Some of lhem already turned into

banditry while other reméining guer-
rilla fronts also engaged in their force
extortion aclivities.” said a police intel-

ligence officer who requested anonym-

ity as lie was not authorized to issue

-any statement to media.

He said the basis of their assess-
ment was the caplure of six NPA reb-
els in San Luis, Agusan del Sur last
week, where several high-powered
weapons and bomb-making materials
were seized from them including an
NEPA flag.

With the combined efforts of the
police and Army, the six :NPAs were
arrested through' search warrants is-
sued by 4 local court in Agiisar del Sur
mrovince and their fale was revealed
during the inilial tactical interrogation,

_Ihe police intelligence officer. added. .o

“Iean say that (CPP-NPA is weak}) .
beécause of the documents seized dur: - -
ing recent separate gunbattles in San
Luis, Aguisan del Sur and in upper far-
flung areas in Butuan City” arother
Army intelligence officer who also re-

Quested anonymity when asked by The . .
. Manila Bulletin oh Tuesday. - - - '

He said that based on the teslimo- ;
nies of some Surrenderers in Bukidnon, ¢
and iri sonie parts in Caraga region, the

- strength of the NPA fighting forde was

already decreasing due to hardship of
Lrying o survive in the imountains. o
Last week, a ranking military offi- -
cer in the region suggested to create
or add two more Army combat ma.
neuvering battations to be deployed in
Agusan and Surigao provinces to help

the existing fighting force of the AFP -

and PNP in the region to complelely

crush the remaining insurgents. (Mike

L 37013 )
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He had tevted His giblifgs;: sayirg

e was looking foiward t; & Farmily

- bonding upon biis retutn. fraim. vai
He éven.wanted o isaten

By EMILY BUGARIN

it's been mate than four months

. how since. First . Liettenant -John-

“Frederick - “Jef” - Savellang  disd

along with 12 fellow Marines in

Marawi City, but the pain of fosing

hirn still lingess in the heart of his
family, most especially his mother:

"The most painful feeling is to

, S€] your childs name inscribed on
| a tombstore, satd Mercy Savellano,
* mother of the Maraw; Haro”

The family is visiting Jeff or
"Borgy” at Libingan ng mga Bayani
oday 1o pray and celsbrate the life
of the clan’s "pride.” C

Merty Could not contain her arief
as she.temembered last years All - S it
Saints” Day when the usual Yol ”:'_‘3. _-.rno‘ther TRLalED

oot @I @S With.... theim.— physically;----2imast...fainted s whef
joining other members of the can i Duiertc-:- handed h
Losing & good soh. she said, is s+ Mga Bavani, :
hard to accept. even i the people - Mercy Said.
revered him as a “Hero of Marawi”, th
"Paand ba aniy hindi masaktan
dahil ang anak o 3y namatay na
Isang bayani? Paano ba ang maging
.masaya dahil ang anak ma.ay lsang.
~baya * ang lagi kong -tan
Merey “said during s _

Gt -rtense by
" She il tefused to beliéve
thie néws becaisa garlier that day,
Jeff had texted el Saving SDait

 Worry Mama, Ty okay -

rapped in a burring ey thrig
The seversly woukdsd Jaff wis
‘the fast Marine (o be extracted from
the encourter site He was seen
hiting his hand whicth, Mercy gaid.
Was an indication
Who'wig alsgd |
Lghting: for his
*Pnay willingness
~hkahit-ha sugats
Merly addet

- JEFF _'Savetla._nq __

el

smalarman kung pAaan

sAnak ko, Gusts K

Operation lang siys:
Whet . Teff © first

- about the  recovers

- tld -him not o da.2
ould, tarmisti

L & tight thir
“about his cares but it

interview. T ST Cwhole being. R
i 1l fits they  Military officer. . R et S Hl
reﬁﬁedsagom hethebegi\j:mm@i\{ ~iAlam ko babalik ang anak Kong | _{.Tl:}!‘ﬁ to

~and the endrinous Iributes - #hd - :p”_ha}’..}dafg'[;mag?g).Pli‘
recogitions accorded to her sori by "*?_teﬁ'ge“_ _5'%’5‘% S p it
various hstitutions somehow served - Testamient to Il
as consclations, but these are alsn
pierding her heart,
"Masakit kapag naiisip ko ato
ang kapalit ng buhay rg anak ko. _
Ano ba afig mensahe ni God bakit « -

masgang kinlind 53 amin & Jeffo, e tertorists used as a ihachine
said Mercy whose farmily has beer, 9un post in I‘f_lalaw[é‘ "t:“:'.-"‘”r? ; et
an aclivé mefmber of the' Couples Metcy behe;\ie@_; ta J‘, Himself
For Chist community did ot ses his death coming. after-
| the team’s major “achieverient i

Mardwi, Sl
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The family of former presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos will
hold a mass at his grave atthe
Libingan ng mga Bayanj to-
day, an efficial said yesterday.

Col. BEdmundo Su ficienca,
commanding officer at the
Libingan, said the Marcoses
arescheduled to visitand hold
amass this morning,

Just like when the late..

strongman’s remains were

e Marcoses’ abservance of
All Saints’ Day will be private,

“sources close to the family said.
Neither former serator:
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. nor Hlo-

Dby Novemberlast yedn
th

cos Norle Rep. Tmee Marcos
posted any comment about
today’s event on their social
media accounts.

Aside from Marcos, former
prestdents Elpidio Quiring,
Catlos Caarcia and Diosdado
Macapagal are buried in Lib-
ingan,

Except for Marcos, the for-

mer.presidentst-graves-had:

flowers sent from M
fang radio sts -

alaca-
repoited.

It is not known if the fiow-
ers will be sent today, accord-
ing to the report.

o Perpseus Echeminada

’m.
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Manny Villar

]é'ﬂ% NEKEARA ni Pangulong

Rodriouterte nonng Okulire 17
ang pastavang Langsed ng Marawisa

implieseneiva g mga terorista. Ang
deklatasvonav kasunod ng bhaditang,
napatzy g hukbong sandataban ang
daiawang pinakamatans na pinuno
ny Manle Group, na nakikipag-
Syvia (I415).

Nais kong ihion ang pitak na
ito sa mpa bayani ng Marawi Sicge.
Avon @ Amerikanong heneral na si
Norman Schwarzkopf, mga bayani
lamang ang sumusuceny sa digmaan.
Nararapai famang na kilalanin
it hitang mga bavani ang mea

alyan:a =a islamic State of rag and

babae ot falaking sundalo al pulis
na nagpakita ny katapangan sa
paglatangeal sa Republika labsn sa
mga kaaveay. :

Ayon sa pinakahuling {ala na

. aking niatubgliayain may Kabuuang

155 sundaloang namatay sa digmaan.,

Sila atang men sundalong nasozatan
ay dapatkilalaninhilang mga bagani
dahil sa sakripisyo pata sa bayan.
Ang sentimiyentong ito ay
ipinahavag ni LU Gen, Carlito
Calvez, fr., commander ng Western

Mindanao Cdmmand, nang sabihin -

niva na dapat bigvan ny parangal
Ang mga kawal na namatay habang
tinutupad ang kanifang lungkulinsa
bayarn. Ayonseheneral, habarnbithay
Hlong tatanawin bitang alang nafoob
f1gz bonsa.

Huwag din nating kalimutan

" Mga bayani ng Republika

ang mga pamilya ng mga kawal
- Mga ama atina na Natiumpa rin
upang ipagtanggof an% kanitang
mga anak, ngunit nauiita: dahil sa
paglatanggol sa bayan.

Nagsakripisyo rinang niga

pamilya ng mga kawal, Hindi
masusukat ang sakit na kanilang
naduma nang makita ang banglkay
ng kanilang mga mahal sa buhay
dabil sa digmaan. -

Bilang pagtanaw ng utang na
loob sa mga kawal at sa kanilang
mga patnilya, Hatarapat lantang na
higyan ng magandang, kitabukasan
ang, mga nautila,

Nangako si Pangulong Dulerte
na dodoblelin atig suweldo ng
mga sumdalo sitiiula sa Bitero 2014,
Ho oy karagdagan sa pabahay at
edukasvon pava sa mga paimilva ng

mga sundale. g
Nangako rin ang administrasyon

na hibiggan ng mas mahusay ai

makabagong kagamilan ang mgo

tropa. Lubbang mahalaga ito daht]

kahit fia natapos ang Marawi Siege
ay alan natinna magpapa lu’lcw_\? ang
ant 5T .

3147

T ding imailating sa vias mai rhing na

PARRASANAY ANG MgA PUWETSA Ng
pamahalaan upang maging handasa
pagharap s iba't bang istratehiva ria
ginagamitng mgo leverisla. Ang foga
terorista ngayon ay may kakayahang
maghuinsad ng pagsitakesa mga
fungsod, at kaitangan dito ang ibang
uri ng pagresponde,

(Hpeedila aurg reaksiyon sa: anbe.
secretarini@ginail.com o dihalm sa
teamemmmyillarcolieph) - -

P ———
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Soldiers’ deeds worth

T

tories of grit in the Baltle for
Marawishould be immortalized.

~ Counlless were the displays of
valor and selficssness by our figrhting
men o repel the five-month terrorist
siege. Movie and TV producers can
mine a wealth of malerial from the
Armed Forces and Lhe National Police.
Among those are the accomplish-

menis of Army Capt. Jeffrey Buada
and police commando Junates Acacio.
Buada, of the elite Scout Rangers, had
exposed himself to the enemy

armed and marmored to

Company men, assigned Lo mop up the
remnant tereerists, wanted Lo complete
the mission alive then go home. In the
middle of a firefight, Staff Sergeant

~ Allan Sumalpong pointedito Buada
a wounded hostage limping over to
Aheirsidesti '
pongraided the civilian Buada spotled
weal, hungry children and women
outside the huilding where the enemy
was holed in, He saw in the chifdren’s
faces his own two pre-teenage datigh-
lers. Al once he pul down his rifle,

a4
?I
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JARIUS BONDOC

aiving cover-fireas Slmallik

encmy positions based ot coordinates
radioed by spotters. The shelling had
to be precise, (or a foul shat could hil
hostages or alert the enemy Lo {lee, A
icensed teacher, Bagasol, 26, saved her
comrades at the [rontline several tines
with her timely shols from behind. Pyt,
Anjancite Mayang, 23, is also a mortar
gunner. When not fi ring 81- or 60-mm
shells, she was busy evacuating civil-
ians to safety.

The Navy Special Operations Group

during the entire siegé to pravent the

Jpatrodled Lake Ranao, d ay.and.pighte e

lefriinis 1 T

ments from penelrating Marawi. Agide
fremethat, the unil also gathered intel-
ligence and rescued hostages. One of
the rescues was of two brothers and a
companion who were in:construction

work wWhén the siege begari. The wife

of one of the th
onths keptasstring Them i
would come when opporlune. The time
came one night for a daring dash across
two bridges onto the wharf. It took the
satlors weeks to plan and carry out the
rescue with no casualty.

ree had been able lo

Ay Cone Prnposa Serving the peopls Socinng the and

eatinididseintaree
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Acts of selfless heroism aeed to be retold for future generations to

cemulate.

removed his hobnet and Loletproal

restoandavalkedslowlvtowardsrem:
Buada ignored his men’s pleas to take
cover and the other side’s demands b
draw no cloger, But Buada prrocesded
and reached out to the hoslages, who
raninto hisarpie. Sone of his men oo
emerged unarmed from the covers o

Aedp. Warily watching, the terrorists.
asked fafstme waler and food; Taada

handed them drinks and biscuils as
his men accompanicd the hoslages
trr salety. When the Tast hostage was
out of sight, the enemy resumed fice.
Buada and men jumped back to their
positions lo continue the battle to the
end.

Senior Police Officer-1 Acacio was
the first fighling woman asgigned fo
the front early when the sicge began
and among the last to be pulled oul.
Her Sth bpecial Action Force Batlalion
was amony the unils hat assalted
and cleared the buildings hetd by

Jnte deors or windows to flush out

werick-Savellano, lewd of (e 37¢h Ma:

”.I o %Tl‘n v 5 ! ‘ oy ]'”'("’L'lw 1 i(‘lf‘[f}"’.ﬂ R A 15:”‘ ?2

SO ahd defusébaaby trap
was (he forte of Acacio and {cHow-
commandes. In one particular assault,
the enemy was able to cut them off
from other units and cocircled them.

“Tor three hours Acacio and wounded
comyrades fonght their way out of lhe
Jpincer bo link up.wi ih the.main force,

it p.«;'-//wu'rw_.-farcbon.’_c._cmrr_/p_ggcgg[_]gﬁz:_as; e

Not tast nor leasr was First LY. Fred-

rine Company of the Marine Battalion
Landing Team-7. Savellano had Jed the
it that, earlv in 1he siege, captured a
building that apparently was the ter-
rorists” finance conter. Afler a daviong
assault they were able to wipe out a

~machinegun nest-and several snipers:

O clearing the efitiancés of wired
explosives they discavered PE2 million
in cash wrapped in plastic bundies
and 200,000 in two envelopes. In a
separate pile were P27 mitlion worth
of encashed checks, indications of the
terrorists” financial dealings. Savellano
and men secured the cash, for conse-
quent ternover to civilian authorities.
Four days later Savellana's unit again
fed the assault on a cutch of build-
ings held by the terrorisls. A 16-hour
firefighl raged. On entering one of the
structures Savellano was killed by a
bomb detonated by the '
O IR byt
rave up thei '
One hund wenty-twe > Armg
troepers, 36 were Navy sailors and Ma-
rines, and seven were policemen.
k3 & Ed

Catch Sn,mf radio show, Saburdays,
818 av., DWIZ (882~/\M).
Getcha archives on Facebook:

.. re are.othe ale.s _
First 15, Sarah Jane Bagasol is one of
seven baltle-support women of {he
Army’s Tirst Infantry Division. Her

duly i« Lo fite mortars accurately at-

7

cmale.soldiers. . Bondos/1376602159271845

STAR website hlip://www. philsiar,
comfanther/larins S 70Rondoc/GOT-
CHA
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‘Drugs funding terrorism’

venas thov find the, homes

d siroyed __ﬂnd__.ra.ns:nckvd,

B S Ei RS S N TR Wore §141]
sratelul (o Prosident Rodrigo
Duterte for the liberation af (heir
beloved City from the clijtches of 4
Islamic Staje { IS)-inspired Mayte
and Abu Saypaf terrorists, Resi-
dents of Marawi City are now L
tlosvly refirening (o thpjy Epective homes, Many of
them could vnly thank and prav that they are siiif alive
and able 1o get hack on their fory. '

Follmving the confirmed slay by govermment
froopers of B-inspired leaders lsnilon Hapiion and
Omar Mate, President Duterie declared on Oy, 17
the liberation of besicged Marawyi City from terrorists,
The Commandor-in-Chjof flew 1or the nth time in the
main battle area i Marawi to.personally AMMOTIHEE (36

............ S ;;nvc\mnmj‘]t’s"'\ri'citl;'y over lerrorists, _ _
S e suce fulsoperations g gaimnennio!
TGy came on the 148tk day into the crisis. The

siege first erupled on May 23 4 fevy hours after President
Dulerte flew 1 Moscow for hig state visit to Russia.

Cutting short thig trip, the President declared martial
law all over Mindanao, a move that caught everyone

by surprise, mctuding sembers of his Cabinel and
leaders of ¢ ongress. [ut more so, the top echefons of .
the Armed. Forces.af.th Rilippinas (A Prand the . = "
Thi lispin o.Nattonal Police(PN Prdid nofsee it coms: ng
©saemer - the Tresident taking the martial law oplion.

Under Article VI, Section 18 of the country’s 1987
Constitution, it provides: “The President shall be the
Commander-in-Chief of &l armed fotces 6f the Philip-
pines and whenever i hecomes ntecessary; he may call
aul such armed forcen 1o PrOVent or suppress Tateloss
violence, incasion or o
betion. In case of inva- Degpite the libera-
gion or rebellion, wl_u.‘.n tion of Marawi City,
the public safety QWIS precident - Duterfe
it, he may, for a petiod strongly hinted he is
not excoeding sixly days, | about to lift martia]

suspend the privilece of faw anytime sooner.
the weit of habeas OIS

or place the Philippines or

)

- G 5. 5205
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TR TR CEEERES TR Cong
£ :

i -a.m-‘[-pt’#l%(:r.\,:.o.._tﬁ{1ex:s;r,;'an'd--.&?.ZO;Mmitefz_ﬂes'h:béfs_ h Ve Dee -
o killed in the firafightin Marawi City since May23:The )
AT reported about 827 firearme were, so far, recovered

any parl thereot under marbial (aw, Within torty-eigie
Bours from he proclamation of martial law or the sus-
pension of the privileee of the w rit of habenas COTpUS,
the President shall submita report in person or

ose, voling jointly, by a
vote of atleast a majority of all its Members in regular

- or spevial session, may reveke such proclamation or

suspension, which revocalion shall not be sct aside by
the Dresident. Upon the iniliative of the President, the
Congress may, in thesame manner, extend ﬂuch'pr{}cla-
malion or suspension for a period 10 be deterniined by

Ahe Congross, if the invasion-or rebellion shall-persist
aned public sately Fogiiireg it

} .

ATl these preseriptione by the Com{i[nl"ém"l_wm'@
complied with, including the m;.bs:oqunnlﬁe‘xl'(_“nszr.an of
martiat Taw. Iy gpocial sessions of the 1700 umgr.es:s
on fuly 22, ot on the day (the 60-day martial lmxf period
was Lo lapse, both chambers of Congress gran{gzd the
Prosident’s request o extend martial Ef?w wntil end
of this year, or on Dec. 31, to fully contain the M{mte
sippe. Ve also suspended the privilege of the writ of
habeas COTPUS in lﬁw entire Mindanao z‘md prevented
a spillover to other provinees in the region. o

Despile the Tiberation of Marawi City, T rr:‘_s;de.nl
Duterts slrongly hinted he is not about to 1ift martial
taw anylime sconer, .

Atevery opportunity of his extemporaneous specch-

....... es, President.DRDutede.candidty-admitted-he dreaded ta

read every night Lhe daily update on the government

wril-

- answer you here and now; that Tde
- to answer tie cliallenges of the

In a pre-departure talk wi
an official visit to Tokyo last Sunday uight, President
Duterte accepled full responsibility for the resulting
ruins and deaths in the Marawi siege. “But let me

emomerit and I tike fu]
legal, criminal, and cjvil Niability. Ako “yun (That's on
me),” the President averred. :

- The President pointed out it i within Hie rights of ind;-
viduals, groups or Mganizations to file such charpes even
inthe Intermational Criminal Courtif they fear the Philip-
pine courls could be prejudiced or biased in his favor:

That was not the Bst time | heard this from Presi-
dent Duterte. Puring a dinner | attended with several
feltow newspaper columnists at Malarafang Palace
last Qct. 3, President Duterte forthrightly told it to
us, After he presided a joint coinmand conference of
the ATP and the PNP hefore he sat doven with us, the
President requested it to be off-the-record at that time.
They were able to confirm from the grounds about the
intelligence reports on "illegal.dru a5 -;mefe'-inw)iviﬁg““
fogdl and police officials provided much of the fundin

M i

sopdmonsiie Fela e RiRwTE: Al ‘*és’%pcc. ratyorrthe

member of casualtier. The Maute terrotists put up so
much resistance and seemingly had their supply of
ammunitions endless. To fush them out, government
forces resorted Lo air stiikes and heavy bombardment

of Mavle strongholds alop buildings and secret under-

ground passages. o
© Latest dala showed a total of47 civiltans, 165 sold

responsibla for the future «

ters 4

tr_l'r :

autcallackes s e -

aid it public, the flashpoint and the Army
knows it. they're cooking shabu in Marawi City,” the
President bared to us. “But since Lam the Commander-
in=Chief, I take full responsibility, sololin ko na. T'm

re of my country. So I declared
mariial law in Marawi,” the President explained.
) P

With drugs funding terrotism plots of Mates and
e Abu 5

and 1771 hoslages were rescued while 1,000 soldiers
and cops were wounded in action, e e

A group of recidents and c:mm-_rzmd' citizens have
carlier announced plans to file a class suit for damz—xgei:
agains! the government for the destruction of Ma; av;f;
that Jeft the city in a state of ruins. More than 2( ,U{‘{_
people of Marawi were displaced after they were forg‘{
ibly evacuated lest they be held as hostages and vsec
as humanishields by terrorists.

U sayyaf, Marawi [y was easy picki

57

thmedia betore he leff For

cared tartial law

. : : 5
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ALAW EACH DAY

[Keeps Trouble Away]

JOSE C. 550N
e e e e v mmﬁ.‘_‘.

. Remedy against
- human rights abuses

n Ot 24, 2007, Fhe Supresme |
Court promulgated the |
—" rileon the wril of Amparo
inlended Lo address the intractable
problem of extralegal killings and
enforced disappearances. trale-
gal kiithhgs are killings committed
without due process of law, i.e.
without tegal safegiards orjudicial
proceedings Bnforced disappear-
ances consistof the arrest, detention or abdiction of a
person by a gpovernment official or arganized groups
vr privale individuals acting with the direct orindizect ... .
~acquiescence of the government: the refusal of the
Slaledo disclase the: wihietes TomErbakel

- ge the deprivation

of liherty placing such persons outside the profoection
of the law. This isillustrated in'the case of the hrothers
Manny and Raffy.

Manny and Rally are residents of a Barangay in a
province of Luzon where several NPA members are .
actively operating: In fact they have another brother

oo KaRody whoisaknownNPAleaderand hasinedtseds o e e
o thedreiof the people inithe place partictilarlysthe s
viclims of summary execition,
One time, at past noon, while Manny was sleep-
ing intheir house, siv soldiers in white shiris, fatigue
pants and army boots led by M/Sgt. Roland and Pfe
Diego barged 1 and roused Manny. Mistaking him
to be Ka Rody. Despite his mother Edna's disavowal
that he was not Rody but Manny, Sgt Rofand stil]
handcuffed and brought him to the rear of the house
where other soldiers started torturing and beating
him up. Afterwards, he was bmught near the road,
He asked his mother to foltow him but three soldiers
stopped her and tLold her (o stay,
Among, the men who took bim were brothers
Leo, Cardo, Pablo and Ric who are membees of the
CAFGU and who acled as Iook-out with the help of
bwo other brothers Romy and Doming. The men L!hr.m
blindfolded Manny and forced hiniinto a white van

2
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driven by Sel Rolad. Adler a short deive, the van
stoppedto pick up another blindfolded person. Both
wore bealen up along the way and laler on, Manny

~regornized-thoman bosidoim s R affyr tig sy

They were abducled on suspicion that they woere
members or sympathizers of the NPAs becatse of
their brother Ka Rody.

Ferone vear and six months, Manny and Raffv were
continuosly detained in differont safehotses where
they were tortisred, Teaten, humiliated, threalened

torfured them was aware of, toleraled and encotragad
their abduction a= well as other civilians without due
process of law and without probable cause.

Seowhen Manny and Raffy saw the opporlunily
o esvape as their goards got druck, they did so and
suceeeded in fleeing after 18 months of detention,
Thes they filed a petilion in court which was laler on
amended Lo a pelition {or a writ of Amparo against the
Secretary of National Defenze (DND) and the Armed
Forees (AFD) Chiet, which the Supreme Court referred
to the Conelof Appeals (CA) for hearing,.

Arter hearing. The CA ruled io Favor of Manny and
Kalfv and granted the privilege of the writ of Amparo
requiring the DND Secrelary and the AFP Chiel of
dall i

f the investigation in connection with their

szdensepreseatedivonsisting mie relsrof thie
simncerroboratedy contradiclory and selfdorving teghs

easestoeoibisnein wiiting the prasentiplaces ohiag

stgniment of M/ Sgt Rolaned and Diego: and to cause

o be prodiiced before the court the medical seporte,
records and charts of any treatment or recommendexd
medecines given to them as well as the list of army

_medical personne] who attended to them.

The DND Secretary and the AFP Chicf appealed
this decision te the SC. They contended that the evi-

maony of Manny does not satisfy the degree of proof
required to grant the wril. They also argued that since
the enlorced disappearance of Manny and Raffy has
nove passed as they have escaped and no longer in
detention, the writ is no longer available. -

15

fintimidaled. Pven the Major General whe headed - -
the-infantry-battalion-which abdicted, detaiived aivd -

il Lo the courlany official and unofficial.

fll

rdibles

e BT SCSHITTIERTd the CA decision. The SC ruled

that under the Philippine experience on human rights
abuses, the writ of Amparo offers a better preventive
and curalive remedy to extralegal killings and enforced
disappearance and threats thereo!, 1t provided a rapid
judicial relief as it parlakes of a summary proceedine
that requiires only substan(ial evidence or such relevant

.evidence. thata reasonable mind might accept as ad-
equate to Support 5 sondlusien. '

in this case, the abduction, tortre and escape of
Manay and Ralfy were narrated by Manny in a clear
and convinding manner. HFis account is dotted with
countless candid details of their harrowing experience
and tenacious will ko escape, caplured through differ-
ent senses and otched in ﬁu‘s miemory, from the time
!:1@ was roused from sleep, blindfolded and forced
Mo a van togetlier with his brother Raffy, beaten
and tortured in different safehouses until tfiei? were
dble to escape 18 monthis later: Manny's affidavit and
testimony werte cofroborated by Raffy’s affidavit and
the testimony and medical reports of the forensic
specialist as well as by the pictures of the scars left
by the phvsical injuries inflicted on therm,
ren, if they. are.a lready. physically freethie -
ple who have abducied and defained them afe st
vandbave wdt givaccoumtableinay .
e direclly connected with the armed forces and are
thus tn a position to threaten Manny and Raffy’s rights
to life, fiberty and violate their right to secutity or the .
freedom from. fear, guarantee of physical and psycho-
logical integrity or tight againet tortire and guarantec -

‘of protection of their rights by the povernment, (The

Secrelary of the DND and Chief of Staff, AFP vs, Manalo

180906.:0x
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¢ hevoic, nage. of those whis iskeq

A gave up theit lives to ndMarawi
of the rifest: i
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Rebuilding Marawi
as a model city of peace

Br FLORANGEL ROSARIO BRATH ~ 7

SODAY we romember our
loved ones whe had gone to

the wreal bevond. ol me

= share this quotation 1 found
online - a reminder {hat wa really
hever lose our foved opes, Thus, as
we meke the trek (o (e cemnelery op
memorial park, or whije honoring and
remembering them in other places,
weare comiorted by Lhe thought that
as author Paule Cnelho said: “They
acenmpany ns, they don'd dizsappear
from aur lives, We are merely in dif-
[Bront somms o

ARISETE Al Femember
Lhan a thousand who neg

i

e 154 day war in Marawi, and humn.
dreds of thousands who have survived
bt wlss now have (o struggle 1o keap
hemselves ative. We contd hardly be-
lieve whal we saw afler the ceasefire,

themore
hed during.

- butthe pictures (el niniie than what

appear befare our eyes. These and
more tales of tatrage and hope by the
EUrVivors, mosd of them evacuees who
bad strvived some of the most frying
experiences, will be part of the naria.
tive that will he caplured by planners
i the rebuilding of the cily. Some of
the siories will come from friends and
cobeagues like former Ambassador
Mac Ldoto. a son of Marawi, who wrote
nsightfd pieces about his own ohsor-
vallons::Samira Gutoe who moved
arvind the evacuation centers and
wrote ahoul what she Had observed:

~Lolumnist- Antenio-Montalvan wiye—

shared noteworthy percentions alimal
he people olihé ke Ma-

ranaos, and martial law in Mindanao,
His observation about the behavior of
the military in » recent piece - how
they “ensured psychosocial support
to beat lhe travmatized. -and thati {he

sl add. oaeps army 201 2namait com .- Tatna. {2y 844h.0
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Pave:

ﬁ!iﬂiiﬁpinc military had evolved inip

a professional army, shedding off itg
repressive image under Marcos™ -
gives us hope. And of course, from (e
residents and theip children, who are
expected 1o share lheir own sfories,
and to play an importani role in {he
rebuilding process,

The story staried May 23 when {e
Maute fighters. fed by Isnilon Hapilon
and Oniar Mauie, with the help of
foreign terroviss, thought they could
seb up an ISIS-inspired “raliphate.”
Stce most of the Maules grew up i

aite familiar with the terrain,
tobuildaat holes:
adjoining biiilding
able o move around in the
sewers wilh thetr snipers nested in talf
structures. This prompted the military
to use air raids despite eriticism from
several quarters. Seores were illed

and wer
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{n those who are in heaven bul are uot
ree ngm?ﬂl int the list of the saints by

while showing Lhe happmess that they
are now enjoying, shows, too, the road

All Sainis’ Day was official lystarted
by Pope Boniface 1V, whe consecraled
the Pantheon, the temple of Agrippa in
Rome, to the Virgin Mary and all the
NE:II‘LW‘R on May 13 in {the year 609 AD.

Boniface TV alsn established All Souls’

o Day which follows Al Saints Day. The
- ..day of all saintsis also observed by

members of the Bastorn Orthodox
Church as well as some Profestant
churches, stich as Anglican, Lutheran,
and Anglican churches.

Sainis are no extrasrdinary indi-
viduala, They are simple parsons like
us who endeavored to Hve a life of holi-
ness in the ordinary situations of life,
Thev ino experienced hardships and
pain: they endured sullering and disap-
pointments. Vet in the midst of alf these
evenls, {hey remained {aithiul {o their
Christian calling and followed Jesus
uniil the last breath of their lives. Jesus’

—sermononihe Mount speaks.abruthow ..

they responded to God's call {o blessed-

sisnessiTheyare blessodifop beingpine s

of heart, for being agents of mercy, and
ing{ruments of peace. They are blessed
for enduring persecution for the sake

* of the kingdom. Blessed are they who

have kept the Word of God in their lives

//:l? f.z)

thatthey followed. The Chureh, theoogh. -

the Second Vatican Cowuneil éncourages
us to walk in their footsteps: “We must
follow in His footsteps and conform our-
selves to His image seeking the will of
the Father in all things. We must devoie
ourselves with all owr being to the glory

. of God and the service of our neighbor.

In this vy, the holitiess of the Peopleof
God will grow into an abundant harvest
of good, as is admirably shown by the
life of so many saints in Church history.”
(Lamen Genlium. 40

Our ceiebralion today niust inspire
all men and women who follow Jesus
to be ardent in faith and zealous in our
love for God and neighbor. The lives
of the counfless holy men and women
throughout the more than two millen-
piunt of tho existence of Christianily
must serve as guide and motivation for
Chrisgtians in the hore and now to faith-
fully heed the call of ChrisLand respond

e bis Invitation o blessedness.. N, R
The path to holiness and hies%edneqq
isnotaneasy pathbutibisnokanimpasss v s

Tei ne. (02) 845 9555 Loz‘al 5285 529’5

able route. The Saints in heaven have

proven that it is possible to be hely no
matter what the circumstances are. May

the saints in heaven always intercede for

ug 28 we confinue our earthly journey!
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S hovsshouldivengeanice he exacted?

MACABANGKIT B.LANTO

distraught Maranaw bakwit, her di-

orveil"(decinied ‘a sin in Islam), was
i caughton TV saying samething to the ef-
fect that the deaths of Omarkhayyam Maute
and Isnilon Hapilon amounted to poetic jus-
tice. Other Maranaw aired the wish that the
two men would rot in Jelannam {hell).

These expressions of rage summed up the
collective feelings of the residents of Marawi
City. The kiliing of the two men would not sate
the residents” wrath and cry for vengeance.

The overriding instinct of the warrior
Maranaw, descendants of Datu Amai Pakpak
whio died shaheed fighting two wars against
Spanish conquistadores, is to avenge the de-
struction of their beloved city. The overpow-
eritg urge is to declare rido on the whole

__Avenging Marawi

sheveled-hair not-covered by a kombong

distant velatives of warring Familics). B
The tragedy has resulted in the cluster-

ing of the Maranaw into three separate
groups of professionals, topnotch lawyers,
relizious and cuttural leaders, honded by the
tommon desire to avenge and seek retribu-
tion for the pillage of Marawi. The first is a
shadowy group identified as the “third
wforeeAtrolaims g affiliationzwith:and wa

sympathy for sither the rebels ot the gov:

ernrnent forces, and is motivated by the sole

purpose of promoting the interest of

Marawi. Its members profess willingness to

put their lives on the line, including jihad,
boasting of sufficient arms to pursue their

goal Their anonymity is their weakness.

The second group is the Bangsa Maranaw
Congress, which held a conference in Higan
City om Sept. 30 chaired by lawyer Firdausi
Abbas to discuss strategies in addressing the
Marawi tragedy. It is said to have issued a
resolition to bring the case of Marawi to the
International Court of Justice, to seek justice
and tompensation, but its chair has allegedly
cotne out with a disclaimer. Bt made for good
PR copy and has indeed caught the imagina-
tion of the Maranaw, but it's a long shot-lit-
eratly “shooting for the moon”—given the
international and domestic laws on state im-
munity from suit.

Page: U

The third group, which was formed he-
fore the Marawi siege started in May, has
campaigned for the resurgence of the mori-
hund Maranaw nationalisth vis-3-vis other
tribes. Its members call themselves Ranao
Federal State Movement (RESM), in anticipa-

tion of the Charter change being pursuedag-
- gressively. by the government. With-lawyer -

Bayan Balt, former president of the Integrat-
ed Bar of the Philippines, Lanao Sur-Marawi
Chapter as lead convener, the RFSM held its
first consultative assembly also in Tgan on
the same day as the Bangsa Maranaw
Congress. {I was invited as one of the speak-
ers but Hard ta beg off)) One of thé topics dis-
cussed was the war in Marawi.

Perhaps the best way to avenge Marawi is

to take the bull by the horns, so &0 speak, by

. engaging Maute's Dawlah Istatniyyah preach-
- ers and telling them to their faces that theif -
ideology 1s ervant. The Maranaw should, in rio

uncertain terms and at every turn, denounce

-85 -fake the-kindof 1slam: tiey pratess 5w

homes, schools or madaris, mosques

df

what the jihadists are preaching, like hatred
and death to Clristans, by waging a countet-
campaign of love toward Christiatis and em-
bracing them as brothers and sisters in faith

_before Prophet Abraham (lbrahim to Mus-
hims), the fathér of the Istam and Christian re-

ligions. Let’s not give them the satisfaction of

" "The government, through the National

Commission for Mustim Filipirios, should tmo-
bilize its imam-supported program by field-
thg préachers’to deradicalize Maiite fecyuits
and wage a counterpropaganda campaign,
We could avenge Marawi by helping ini
the arrest ard prosecution of those per-
sons who bad a hand in the siege of the city
but are now masquerading as supporters
of Presiclent Duterte to evade culpability.
And to the Maranaw: What do you
think is the best way to avenge Marawi?
Macabangkit B. Lanto (amb_mac_fan-
toi@yahoo.com), UP Law 1967, was a Ful-
bright fellow in New York University for his
postgraduate studies. He has served the
government as congressman, ambassador,
and undersecretary, among othef positions,

"
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ftroops: AFP

By Priam Nepomucena - B8 30 0oy an

MANILA. - This vear's ohservance of All Saints’ Day is more significant for the families of the 165
unifermed personnel who perished in the successiul military campaign 1o free Marawi Gity from the
clutches ¢f Maute Group terrorists, the spokesperson of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) said.

In & message issued Tuesday Maj Gen. Restituto Padilla said the commemoration of Al Saints” Day
and All Seuts” Day this year is "doubly significant for the widows. orphans and families of 158 AFP and

saven PN (Phifippine National Police) warrior heroges who died in Marawi during the stege of the cily by
Daesh-inspired rgbals ™ : S

Dassh is panother name {or the Islamic Siate.

_.the conflinl which raged from May 22 to Oct 23, is by far the longest atmed conflict sHUation in post-— ...
Warld War [l Philipping history, '

"The Marawi sicge left a nnoe peacafisl and aconominally vibrant cily in ruing and utier econemic decay.
The local armed conflict raged for mora than five months and paralvzed the whole city and turned the
hves of thousands of recidents of the cily and nearhy municipatities in imbo " Padilla said

He noted the many stories of galianiry and heroism tha! were witnessed in the conflict that “showed the
true couraoe and dedication of our soldier
cloved-ones: huteventbeltconvades o

Padilia cilad the example of Capl. Rommel Sandoval. commander of the 11th Scout Ranaer Company
of the 4th Scout Ranger Baltalion. 18t Scout Ranger Regiment. Speaial Operations Command

“(He) fought with tha promise he would not lat any of his men die. While on a mission 1o retake a five-
story hu's!Elirzg. ong of his troops gol wounded and was trapped in the middle of the crossfire. Sandoval
was determined 1o rescue the soidier. When he saw an opportunity. without hesitation he wani to get the
wounded soldier and bring him Lo safety but in the process got hit by enemy fire." he said.

“Unlil his I3t breath. Sandoval kept his promise (o keap his men alive. Using his body. he covered the
soidier from the overwhelming enemy fire, preventing the bullets from further injuring his froop.” he
added

FPadilla sand Sandoval lefl helund a wife who wag amxionsly wailing for a long-overdue vanation abroad
with bt hushand,

b\f)
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"She will instead siand vigil at the Libingan Ng Maa Bavani this Undas." he said.

Another scidier who paid the uitimate sacrifice is 2nd L1 Harold Mark Juan of the Armv's Special Forees
Regiment tAirborne). Special Operations Command

"He already gol woundad in action. but chose 1o returp to the main hatile area to fight the tenorists. As

the Maraw: sieqe neared its end, the fight ing mmamad to be a difficult feat Juan was killed by sniper

Hire Meaving his fiance Behing whom he promised {0 mamy once he goes back from Marawi,” Padilia
2aid (PNA

WS IR e 'ph
“Navy needs more urban warfare training
By Priam Nepomueenn et

MANILA - An official of the Philippine Navy seas the naed for Naw foree unils. aspecially those
invelverd i groimdg assaull missions Lo get mors fraining and exposue in urban warfare

i an interdew. Philippine Navy flag-officer-in-command Vine Admiral Ronald Juseph Mereado said
subsequent debrieflings after the liberation of Marawi City indicated there is a need for the foree {o {rain
more on vrhan warfare,

"Wf— hzv@ l mm ove aur ;mimw )emi jons. : g uri ar lenmn Wa nem tr» mmmm that % auessthisis

i -F“_P ne, _t_i

: .08 Tote hn Hasgnli tralmngn (icx frines) ami aH el Fq Iolupiciulie
Merrado aaid du-mcj tha csr‘im!:qhm nf ﬂw %m mer oming ceremaonies for the rnﬂtrnmu Flaei-Marine
conlingenl in Pier 12 Manila South Harbor on Monday,

Despite the lack of fraining in urban warfare. the Navy units. especially those from the Philippine Marine
Corps. werz instrumental in the evantual liheration of Marawi City from terrorists, Mercado added.

rommnm mnml m fhmw hr dqoq niiowad hr) fmvPl n@nt Eo de pFov ﬂnrm trnom and & ornha! veh}rleq in
the main battle aren

Around S0 Maule Group terrovisls were killed in the five-month campaign that stared last May 23 when
fovernment fronps fried te arrest Abu Sayval leader lenilon Hapilon and his cohorts,

i the fieroe fighiing that foliowed. around 165 govemment lroops were kited. including 35 Farine
soldiers (PNA)
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