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*"" day in Quezon City, La Viha sa
he was “investigating allegations

f}ﬁ? November 2017

By Jhesset O. Enano-
@JhessetEnanocINQ

At least two of the four officials
of the Social Security System
(858) accused of “serious dis-

honesty and grave misconduct”™
rectived - -monthly
bribes from 'stockbrokers they..

accredited in exchange for han--
W cstui e ension fund's

aliegedly

toft

from SSS‘Commissioner Jose

Gabriel La Vifia, who filed on Oct.

24 an administrative compiaint .
against the four officials who
- rmanage the investments-of -the:

state-administered pension fund.
.....At a press briefing on Tues-
e sak

of bribery involving at least two
out of the four” officials.

He did not identify who
among the four—executive vice
president for investments
Rizaldy Capulong, equities in-
vestment divisiop chief Regi-
nald Candelaria, equities prod-
uct development head Ernesto
Francisco Jr. and chief actuary
George Ongkeko Jr.—had been

~accepting bribes.

At least one stockbroker
-.“may be paying cash bribes” to.

§5§ officials employed in the
agency's investmenis division,

according to La Vifia,

- He said he informed the 855

. president, Emmanuel Dooc, “as

_early as July” that there were re-
‘ports of this nature that had
reached him, but added that
tlese had yet “to be verified”
= “The amount reported is al-
legedly in the six-figure range
paid on a monthly basis based
“prrthevolume-ofbusiness. given
to the stockbroker,” he said.
“iWe are still wetifyingth

“said La Vifia, chair of the invest-
ment oversight committee of the
Social Security Commission.

Proﬁteering
La Vifa bas accused Capu-

n

identity of the broker or brokers,” .

ardelariarand Frahelseo::

BRIBERY CH

' Jose Gabriel La Vifia (right) says two SSS officials were aliegedly
receiving monthly bribes from stockbrokers during & Quezon
City news fOrim, —JHESSET 0. ENANO

- all ~ three officials

ARGE * Social Security System (555} Commissioner

_inthe equities market.
. Asof last Mareh, equity in-

of unduly profiting from their

positions in the §5S by trading .

their personal stock market ac-
counts with stockbrokers whom
they themselves helped accred-
it as official brokers of the pen-
sion fund. )

Ongkeko was accused of
failing to keep complete records
of the personal transactions of
the investment officials.

La Vifia said that except for

!

fin}
ness to-giveto each of them.”

P119B in equities
The $$S manages about P5o0
billion in assets, accumulated
through monthly contributions
of 35 million members in the pri-
vate sector. Up to 30 percent of
its reserve fund can be invested

o P118.7 biltion. B
t.a Vifia, who ran a successful

social media campaign for Presi-
~dent Duterte during the 2016
‘elections, said he had heard of
“bribery claims even before he as-

sumed his post as SSS5 comimis-

sioner in November last year.
“Then I received reports {on

the issue], anonymous” he

said, citing his 1.4 million
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Facebook followers.

e declined to divilge more

details but expressed willing-

ness to provide more jnforma-
_ tion about the bribery after next
weel's Association of Southeast: -

Asian Nations sumsnit in Manila.

Francisco's reply
- Francisco's reply to the
charges filed with the SSS
hoard—a copy of which was
provided to the Inquirer—said
the charges against him were
baseless. _

He said he mereiy. part.i.ci—'
pated in the initial public offer- -
ing of a stock that the pensios‘i .

Fund was ineiigible to buy. .

The stock, Villar- family-=

owned Golden Haven Memorial

PRk IR, debiited otrthe stock

""" .-.exchange last year, calii
Francisco ate
totaling P180,000. -
The 88§ investment official
argued that this investment did
pot deprive the fund of any re-

T

furns -~ because
against highly speculative invest-

. from _uY_l.r_.lg't_l_‘l_éfS
was prepared to undertake with
his own personal money. .

La Vifia expressed hope that

+he House of Representatives’
probeled by Eastern Samar Rep.
Ben Evardone, chair of commit-

"'”‘"—'————‘—“_“—"——m—"'”—“.—-—’“——'—”-"_”—"—# - e W - T e o
' o s aomopC L TmE 20T ».&’;-,:__g-.—m,?;'.megrn:a%.‘cc-“ g ni
- _ b—-—____'_______,———'—'—"’—
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. - e

85 percent

ingernal - rules....

ments prohibited the institution .

cc the peopie. SECUING i

tee on banks and financial inter:
mediaries, “will help shed light
on the matter.” o .
drms,” he said. “T will cooperate
fully- and -turn..Ovet.,
_ments that will help his com?
mittee establish the truth.”

“| welcome it with  open’

n.over..ail docu?

La Vifia. also .e_xpre_ssed'

openness fo the lifestyle check
sought by Bayan Muna Rep
Carlos Isagani Zarate on $SS of-
ficials. : :

Tale of abuse
“This sordid affair is a tale of
corruption and abuse, of rent-
‘seeking, of the rich and powerr

ful conspiring with those in-

of those who need social justice

.government to iake advantage.

.and-protection. the. most, he,

_wvery people 555 is supposed to
‘setve,"La Vifia said:

U fie said the “investigative
‘and oversight powers of the
House of Representatives will
help us in our guest to tell the
swholestory.” . . :

La Vifa's complaint has $0
far resulted in the resignation of
Candélaria’ and-Ongkeko;.
“the'sS§'board ordered theJatt
to stay on until the end of the
year due to the sensitive nature
of his job as the fund’s chief ac-
TUAry. —WITH A REPORT FROM DAX-
iME. LUCAS INGQ Y

%
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By EDITH REGALADO =

DAVAO CITY - Days
after describing a mega
drug rehabilitation facil-
ity in Nueva Ecija as “im-
practical” and “a mistake,”
Dionisio Santiago is out as
chairman of the Dangerous

things ‘and left his DDB of-
fice yesterday. Sources said -
Duterte was not pleased when -
Santiaga said that the 10,000+
bed capacity drug rehabilita-
tion center at Fort Magsaysay
in Palayan City, Nueva Ecija
was a mistake.

Page: }

.mga community-based rehab.

.y

naliliit (The problem is

that the President got excited,

- Inan interview with ANC
“last week, Santiago said that’
the construction of the facil-.
ity was “impractical” and “a

mistake.”
“Ang prablemna, naging ex-
» i - b3
cited si President, pere "yung
ginastn dun puwedeng ginomit sq

~but-the 'money could have:
. been spent to finance smalles,.

community-based rehabilitas
tion programs), which can
accommodate orily between -
150 to 200, Santiago said in
the interview. .
“Masyadong malaki "yung
5,000: Saan ke kukuha niyan?

Drugs Board (DDB).
Santiago was reportedly
instructed by Executive Sec-
tetary Salvador Medialdea
to-tender his resignation on
ders of President Duterte.

_torunder Dutérte’s slate in the
May 2016 polls:

0t was Santiago whom the
President would always quote

was tasked to relay to him
. that the President wanted him
"to resign. :

. Medialdea then informed

(Five thousand peopie is too
many. Where will those in-
dividuals come from?}” he

e DDfaglléef- ggbrrg:"tei The Nueva Eciija rehabili- Santiago of the wishes of the when Tie mentiohs the “four™
Siely foux months B s Nie " ationeenter wasidonated by . President that /million drug.addicts’ i con;,
as appointed to the post last a Chinese businessman nd . from office as CHOTL dminis:
the President has repeatedly . sible. “tration’s war aganst illegal

drugs. .
Santiago was also a former
Bureau of Corrections chief.
= With Emimanuel Tapas

Santiago, a retired general,
is also a former Philippine
Drug Enforcement Agency
(PDEA) chief. He ran for sena-

J ulxi was told-to tell you to g0, mentioned this in his speeches
Santiago guoted Medialdea in the past montbs.

‘a6 having told him over the =" To.give Santiago at least
telephone last Monday. a “graceful exit, Medialdea

. Ombudsman panel 10 prot

Santiago said he told Medli-
aldea he respected the Presi-
dent’s decision and under-
stood the reason for it.

The ex-DDB chief, however,
claimed that the Fresident was
given the wrong information
about his statements on the
rehabilitation center.

1 have served in the gov-
ernment for 40 years. This is
not the way out that I expect-
ed,” Santiago admitted.

He packed his personal

Turn to Page 10
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8 NPAs surrender in Sultan Kudarat

. BY RAMIL BAJO

CRORONADAL CITY, —

Manobo wibe,
Ecija sald the eight want to
have a “new life” and avail

Eight members of the New Peo-  themselves of “free housing”
ple's Atmy yielded to 2 mayor  offered by his municipality for
aad the miliary in Senator Ninoy  the rebels ke them,

ino town in Sultan Kudams:

: onMonday, and brought in high-
powered firearms,

Town Mayor Randy Eciia
identified the returning NPA
rebels as Michael Galing, Aron
Balaw Mogol, Gaga Balaw

-Galing and Juan Dakias,

Ecija said the rebels rurned-
over two M-16 Armalite rifles
during a bief ceremony held
i the town’s gymnasium.

Tast month, 18 other NPA
tebels belonging 1o the Guenlla
Fronts 72 and 73 in the same town

Mogol, Gibo Balaw Mogol, sumendered to Eeija and Col Ha-
‘Ruben Balaw Mogol, Junjun  rold Cabunoc, commander of the
Lantong Galing, Pito Balaw  33ud Infantry Batmlion: (EB) based

in President Qmﬂ;}o town of thc

‘The said belonged to NPA’E™
.- Guerilla, Front 73 operating .

“in the mountains of Espcr—" :

anza town. They are all from

same pmvmc::

the surrender of 60 NPA rebels.

and the 53id IB have 11cg052ted" DB R e e

J—
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“soldiers and policemen additional - and Philippine ‘National Policé chief
- pension’ and government fmancml Director General Ronald dela Rosa
‘assistance . oo to immediately adopt the necessary
Castelo chalrman of the House measires and mechanisms to make
) "'Metro Mamia Develop- the promotion effective as soon as-
~possible. 1

“Our soldiers and policemen
risked life and limb to make sure those
‘terrorists who occupied Marawi and

: aid their lives on the line ' me
X in the Marawi ‘gunbattles should be _
granted s e,rankprom' 'xm,a senjor .

' Hhreatened our nation's Ppeace and

‘ - : ' said, stil"essmg that'one waytoreward:
__ieadership of the Philippine National - tion tothe nexthzgherrank: ashow them is by giving them autamatlc

. Police (PNP) and the Armed Forces .. -of the nation’s gratitude,” said Castelo, ... promotion.
of the Philippines {AFP) {o consider ~ chairmanof the House Commiittee on Castelo said promotlon among

ity would:not: succeed, ”Castele::;;._ e

hisrecommendation. He alsorecom- - Metro Manila Development. members of the armed forces and the

The QC Tawmaker voﬁred to""'"pohce isnot easily earned.

' ":meﬂded that posthumous promotions
'ddltlona budget ~ “Among them, there is no grea'ter

lose who were killed in :

Fo ..those who served in Marawi showed o
nardo Guerrero  he pointed out. -

ant;_ e the beneﬁcaanes © eeea.sad,:;__

R et

b
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Pzemdent Duterte is relying on’
Chma’ “good faith” that it would not-

embark-on new reclamation activi-
_ties in‘the South China Sea and West

‘Philippine Sea in the face of renewed -

/CONCEIME 8PE varked by Bezjmg 5 iaunch—
: 'mg of alarge dredging vessel. -

trusted to keep its word that it would
not build hew islands in disputed wa-
ters-or ifl areas withinthe thhppmes
exduszve economic zone (EEZ).

China: recenﬂy aunched yhat _1_?- :

"""""frehes on g fait Y

and veterans of the Maraw1 batﬂe,:
Duterte said he hoped China could be

_vessel triggering speculations that-

~Antemarks before military ofﬁczals

- 4t-would be used to reclaim Panatag
. (Searborough) Shoal.

The shoal is within the Philippines’

" 200-natutical-mile EEZ, but was de-
lared a”"common fishing ground” by

an arbitral court based in The Hague. It
is only 124 nautical miles off Zambales.

“T1e will not build some-

thing on the Scarborough
Shoal,” the President said,
referring to Xi.

descnbed as am

¢ island-maker”

Duterte said Chinese Presidert Xi
Tinping himself had promised not to
reclaim Pagasa “and the nearby is-

lands that we have occupied already.”

" The same asstrance, Duterte said,
was given to Foreign’ Secw’cary Alan

Peter Cayetano
Turn to Page 10

he added. S

While vowmg to assert
the country’s rights over the
West Philippine Sea, Duterte

1 just hope that he would"
i -_-;honor itbecauseitwillchange .

Stressad it is notyet the-times-
to.do it

the entite geography of the

world. And war starts. I don't
know what will be the next
geographical division of Asia,”

“The Chief Fxecutive reiters
ated he would not go to war
over the West thhppme Seaas
it would result in a “massacre”

.7_
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of Filipino troops.

#1§T were to insist on our
arbitral claim as demanded by
some of the justices, I wouid
run afoul witheverything else
because China is not the oniy
power that is claiming a part of
the {South) China Sea. Taiwan
has a claim and it overlaps the
northern past of the country,
our economic zones. And
Vietnam has another idea of
what this is. And Malaysia.
And they were starting really
to pileup,” the President said.

“Instead of just facing one,
I'd be facing many. If there
are concessions given or cozl-
ceded, the other countries

Same area .Wi. 11 Staif. t.to .Eis.su.ec.}:utk )
TH T b em It : R R j } R R, p 1) 51

the changing geopolitics,” he
pointed out.

Ho also vowed tobe “frank”
in discussing the maritime row
with China on the sidelines
of the Asia-Pacific Feonomic
Cooperation (APEC) meet in
< Duterteswill Jeavet
Nang today for the summit,
where he is expected o inier-
act with fellow leaders includ-
ing Xi.

There was no official an-
nouncement if Duterte and
¥i would have a meeting in

DFFICE OF THE ER

relations,
. briefing

MY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFA

Vietnam but the Philippine
jeader hinted that he might
have a word with Chinese
officials.

A Ching Daily report said
dredging ship Tiankun is 140
meters long and can dredge
as much as 6,000 cubic meters
of sand or clay per hour from
35 meters below the water’s
curface. Similar ships were
said to have been used to build
artificial islands in the South
China Sea.

Earlier yesterday at Malaca-
fiang, presidential spokesman
Harry Roque said Duterte
“yecognizes the principle of
good faith in international
relations” when asked to com-

“want o the-launching of-the--
dredging ship.

dent, they do not intend to
reclaim Scarborough and we
leave it at that. We need t©
rely on good faith because
otherwise there would be o
predictability in international
" Roque told a press

China occupied Panatag
Shoal in 2012 after a standoff
with Philippine Navy ves-
sels, which had tried to arrest
Chinese poachers. Chinese
maritime surveillance ships
harassed Philippine Navy

e

i1g . Emal gt o&

ey Core Purt

ne

nosg Serving

vessels, enabling the poach-

ers to escape with their iilegal

harvest of giant clams, endan-
gered corals and baby sharks.

The Panatag standoff
prompted the Aquino admin-
istration to-contest China’s
massive claim in the South
China Sea before the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration,
which eventually validated
Manila’s position. Beijing had
vowed not to comply with the
ruling.

Asked whether the Pres-
ident would question the
Jaunching of the vessel, Roque
replied: “As T said, he has
relied completely on the prin-
ciple of good faith. Which is,
in.fact,.a fundamental and

$BE 5287

e ne e

ganiban (Mischief), Zamora
{Subi), Burgos (Gaven), Ken-
nan (Hughes), Mabini {ohn-
son) and Calderon (Cu arteron?
Reefs, areas located off the
westérn province of Palawan.

Airstrips, racdar systems
and barracks were also seen
on the reefs, reinforcing theo-
ries that China is shoring
up its military might in the
region.

China has denied militariz-
ing the South China 5ea and
maintained that it is cormunit-
1ed to maintaining peace and
stability in the region.

Meanwhile, construction
of a beaching ramp in Pag-
asa Island in the Kalayaan
tsland Group has started in

cardinal principle of interna-

tonaldaw

Roque noted that Duterte

has opted to maintain very
close and cordial relationship
with China despite the dispute
over some areas in the West
Philippine Sea. '

1 think we are seeing new

- heightsinterms of Philippine-.
- Chinese relations-and it has.

resulted in very tangible re-
sults, particularly economic
investments,” he said.

China has undertaken mas-
sive reclamation activities in
Kagitingan (FieriCross), Pan-

army?&ﬁ?@gmaii.com —Telnc !

the people. Securing

land town, the Department of

National Defense said.
Defense Secretary Delfin

Lorenzana, through spokes-

?Tepar PAetery f"O T OTE“"’i’m s
__provements of military and
Ciilian structures i theriss

man Arsenio Andolong, said -

the construction ramp 18 ex-

pected to be completed ear-
' l'j%'.'néxt”y_ear,jd_'_e'p_Eﬂding'-iof e

weather conditions.

The defense official said a
beaching ramp would allow
large ships to dock and unload
construction materials. —Alexis
Romero, Jaime Laude

@'///~
; 5. 5285

107 BeR-85

Local 32885
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. Byl.eila B-Sa!averr;a _

@LeﬂasINQ

Pres,ldent Duterte sa1d ves-
terday that he was keeping
faith in the word of honor of
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
who promised that China
would .not  encroach into
Philippine territory | in
Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal.

“1 just hope that he would
honotitbecauseitwillchange

' 'Asm,

its territory.

m?mg ‘tomonitor the move---

ment of the giant dredging

_ .Shlp, TianKun Hao;afterChi-:

nesé media- reported that it
started tests in waters’ “that
China’ cialmed to be part of -

efense. Seéret Ty, Delfm_'.:
cause of Copcern ‘{f“the ship

Phﬂippme Sea. .
: Roque said Mr Duterte

‘was keeping faith in China,

however.
wio*The . “President recog-
mzes the :principle of good
fatth in intermational rela-
tions,” said Rogue. .,

- “China has told. the Pre51~ :

-dent they don't; intend to re--
‘claim Scarborough. We leave

it at that. We need to rely on

.good faith,” he. said,

_ the entire geography of the
< porld,salt M Duterte. BB i
sixth -anniversary - of . the '

Ph1hppme Marines. -
. He 'said’ “war starts if
there was any aggresszon in

disputed ,ferritories in the,‘
o ot

_ know what wouid be the next

South “China Sea.

Yeatd'Mr _Duterte.
. ‘He “also ‘recalled that he
had told Xi that the Philip-
pines would not give up its
claim on Pag-asa Island and
nearby islands which the
Philippines occupies.

WMr. Duterte’s spokesper-
son, Harry Roque, earlier said
that the President trusted
China and believed it would
not create artificial islands in
Philippine waters, especially
with the use of its newest
mampmoth island maker, &
ship that could dredge 6,000
cubic meters of sand per hout.

tfizania satdit would hea-

“was.deployed o the West.__

" “Otherwise, there witl be

Asked  if the Pzesn:tent
would discuss Philippine de-
fense officials’ concern about

the ship with China, ‘Rogie

FIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: vacpaam

re1terated that Mr Duterte

pines was not just trusting’
China, but also relying on the
raling of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration, which
remains unchanged. ™NQ

T

no’ pred:ctablhty ARAANBEIN A e s .
tional relations,” Roque said S
" atapress briefing
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because otherwise there would €10
; .p_i:e__di__c_@abi_i_ity m international

resident Duterte 18 célying  tions,” headded.. -
g% (China’s promise that it~ -'--_".;-'Act_:ording.{to Roqu
11'5:h'cit'?c};ai;m_:isiands_ in the . .gev.ernment‘_.ass'ureé

wi : :
* gisputed portion of the South therewillbe 16 reclamation activitie
China Sea, Malacanang said Tuesday. 18 the disputed waters. - .

This was stressed in the wake . ‘A8 1 said, he has reliéd-ebmpléte!.y;_
of reports that China is now testing onihe principle of good faith. Which s,
+he Tian Kun Hao, its biggest island- - infact, a fundamental and.,c_arding}” y

making vessel. ciple of internattonal law,” he added. "
According to Presidential spokes- Rogue als0 said that the Inter-
nan Harry Rodque, President Duterte national Tribunal Court’s: decision:
- hasopted tomaintainagood relation-  to-grant the Philippines sovereignty.

ship ‘with China and to rely on good over the disputed waters still 'stands,.

faith. ‘despite the ?,d@sident’_s decisionto:set-

“The Pré'éiﬂe'nt.'recb:'gnizes the itasidefora while.

“principle (',t_gd_o'q:faithrincmtema’_cipnal___ W have 2 decisio?i,'.ihé ia's't-tzme
relall 7 Rogue said in a‘Palace 1 checked. :Aﬁd"thatrde’k:isio_n;; mai
o cid that the

atthe
g fai pitfan:

that China will abide py the Code.
¢ i, the South China
se.and cordial rela- gy and “woriuse the dredgerto.

{exclusive seonomic zone)” he said.”
: fé?ﬁééhﬁﬁne;mePresidenthasgpteﬂ_ of Conduc

1o, W

o seeing . expand it artificial islands.” .
e R President Duterte, being

- chairman of this'year’s Agsocia
“tion of cputheast Asian N
ad. " (ASEAN) guminit, hasbeen pustt
. The Dep National De- ing for the pe'acefui re_solutmp_zqn:_:
fense (DND) said tnat it is now closely the South China Sea. - gt
monitoring the Tian Kun Hao atnid sus- A year 2g0; fﬁhe_?ermanent
picions that China's biggest dredger Cpurt of Arb}tr?tmn.m the Hague
will be deployed in either the South dectared Chind §clauns to Fhe dis-
China Sea or the Pacific Ocean. puted South China Sea a8 invalid.
o o hawe reports that they iaunched But.Duterte opt_ed to set agide
sheir big dredger. putwe dont know where  the ruling for the time heing and
itis going. We are,censtanﬂy monitoring _px:e’ferre:d to establish _be;tter ties
the ymovemert of this ship,” Defense Sec- mth China first, promising to re-
retary DelfinLorenzana earlier said. vigit and to talk about with Chma

Xinhua, ‘China’s state-run news - before his term ends.

outlet, had earlier reported

],FD

'
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-« The head-of the country’s:mar; .

~ cotics control body hasresigned
after just five monthsin the job,”

-.the; second successive official to

~Vacate the post after making

* statéments contradicting Prem—
dent’ Dutf:rte _ :
- Retired Gen. Dionisic Sann-
ago, former chief of staff of the
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines, told Radyo Inguirer
990AM on Tuesday that he guit
_as chair of the Dangerous Drugs_ .
Board (DDB) after receiving a
call from Mr. Duterte’s execu-
1ive secretary, a few days after

—=hepublicly.said the construc.

boss is not right, refer 1o rule
‘No-1,” Santiago said, ‘adding he’

had already submitted-a two-
sentence resignation] letter.:

“Counteting iflegal drugs is

Mr Duterte’s signafire. pro-

-gram and he has repeatedly’
threatened to kill dealers and
“users and said he was wﬂhng 10

be jailed for it.
Police have killed thousands

of pecple in carrymg out Mr.

Duterte’s war oh drugs, but the
administration insists it is com-"
" mitted to arresting dealers and
‘rehabilitating users, citing the -
new rehabilitation center in .

Page: Nl}

tation program.

ueva “Ecija,
unched last year amid great
nfare “and was funded by a

“wealthy Chinese businessman.
Santlago was pushing fora -
' strategy in the narcotics crack-

down that would be aligned

‘with the-social reform program

of Mr. Duterte and would work

closely with the Natmnal Youth -
n Commlssmn o

’

' .Faml!y support system

Jtionof aig, ooo-bed drug reha-
“wbilitation centerin Nueva Ecj
provincewasa inistake.

© Santiago said Executive Sec-
retary Salvador Medialdea had

called him to say Mr. Duterte ..

'Wanted h;m 10 :eszgn o

: ‘The.boss is always rlght

: alz"commumty based re_ ab

_Nueva Ecija and the Volumntary
ssurrender.ofa.3 rm_limn addicts,
- and pushers as a sign of its posi

tive intent.

~ Santiago told a television.
interview on Oct. 31 that the
" government might have over-
“estimated the effectiveiiess of

the rehabilitation center and
hould:have.pursued a practi-
'111—

I

Fewer than 500 people ‘have:
been admitted to the rehabilita-
- ‘tion center in Fort Magsaysay,
“which ™ was

_than .the “mega drug rehab”
-center, pointing out that a fami-
dy stpport system was vital to
the recovery of drug users.
--Santiago-said the rehabilita- oo e
non center in Nueva Ecna was

He'said acommuiiitybaseds

i
L
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Retired Gen. Dionisio Santiago,
tormer.chief of staffof the Armied
Forees of the Philippines, was ap-
pointed ghair of the Dangefous
Drugs Board (DDB} by Prasident
Duterte in July. :

- In avews forom following his
appointment, Sartiago said hein-
tended to revisit the antidrug law
and give priority to*a lagal ap-
proach” to solving the drug prc_wblem.

«Fgar factor is good onlytoa
certain point,” he said. “Oplan
Tokhang’ was effective because it

it should be-supported.by étﬁer _
programs,” he added, referring to

* the police operation against lilegal

drugs. ) )

~ Before his appo%ntment,-Santi-
ago served as DDB executive direc-
tor from January 2005 to April '
2006, chief of the Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency from 2006 to
2010, and director of the Bureau of
Corrections from 2003 to 2004,

He served as AFP chief of staff -

from November 2002to April
2003, commanding generat of the
ippine Army from Mq;:é:h o

- philconsaorg

. November 2002 commanding o
B gené_ral_ofthe-Cerifr_a’I’Comma’n’d o

Visayas from July 2001 toMarch
2002, and commanding general of ;
Special Operations Command from

" August 1999 to July 200%.

* Santiago graduated from the’ .
Philippine Military Academy in1970
He obtained a master’'s degreein
public administration from the tni-
versity of the Philippinesin 1974 anc
did further studies at Seattle Uni-

" versity in 1983, ~INQUIRER RESEARCH

Sources: Inquirer Archives and

Tia

project] but meney spent build-
ing that could have been spent
for smaller community-based
rehabilitation  centers [that]

.ould -.accommodate 150 0OF

200,” he said.
M, Duterte

gave Santiago

GronEE

“was fotced 1o quit
ng the President’s ré-

for disputl

peated staternents that there |

were moTe than 4 million drug
addicts in the Philippines.

Reyes had said there were 4.8
million drug addicts in the coun-

cepainig e PEOPE. Secu

Russia in May.

SBjob inJuly after the for- {7y, drawing Mr. Duierte'sire.  JEANNETTE L ANDRADE [N

it
'

The Presuient fired Reyes

Mr. Duterté has never dis-
clased the source of that infor-
mation and some experts say it

.js exaggerated. —REPORTS EROM

REUTERS, MNESTOR CORRALES AND

G e 8 o
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gy ROEL PARENO

L ZAMBOANGA CITY - The Airied”
Forces” Western Mindanao Command-
(Westmincom) is verifying reports

1 . 7 e

" stage of the Marawi 'opéiﬂéﬁofz,' has
taken over as emir of the Islamic5tate
“{I5) for Southeast Asia, an offmal said -

yesterday. . e e
Baco, who had been hiding for a

"

Page:

group’s leader and IS chief Isnilon
Hapilon, who was killed by troops in
Marawi-City lastmonth;-according to

 the Philippine Natiorial Police (PNP).

But Lt GeriCarlito Galvez ir, West

incornchief wheode tmits neutralized

that Malaysian militanf Amin Baco, = long time with menbers of the Abu - hos : _
; i i inal af, had allegedly replaced the the IS leadership including Hapilon
who was reportedgk;ﬂed in the final *Sayy gecy p and theg/laute bro ers,psaéd
Baco was among the foreign
militants killed in the main
hattle area in Marawi, -
Baco was reportedly killed
along with Malaysian univer-
sity lecturer and I5 recruiter
Mahmud Almad during the
final stage of the military of-

~-captured-in-Marawi-last week; claimed:

RIS VB, st
- "Wearesstill validating the report on
i AminBacosinee we have reports that
he might be inclzded in the recently
killed straggiers,” Galvez said, refer-
ring to remnants of the militants hid-
ing to escape the government troops’

. Clearing operation. -

_Galvez said the remnants of the IS
have been on the run and could not
regrouptoselectanewleader. o
" SPNE chief Director General Ronald
dela Rosa disclosed that Baca took over

as IS head after the death of Hapilon.
Dela Rosa said Indonesian terrorist
Muharmmad Itham Syahputra, whowas

that Baco had replaced Hapilon.
Bace based enithenmtelligence e
reports, had been in hiding in Min-
danao with the Abu Sayyaf and
previously worked with another
Malaysian bomb maker, Zulkifli bin
Hir, alias Marwan, who was killed =~
in 3015, during 2 police operation in |
Mamasapane, Maguindanac, where
44 membersofthe police Special Ac . oo
tion Force were kiiled in anencounter.. ... ...
with Muslim rebels. o
Baco managed to escape from Ma-~
masapano and later joined the Maute
group.
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"oday, we give them bonor we
fhem ribute, and as a fulfilled.

parsaids

(PAY said that the service
command spent some P1.44
billion in thé war in Marawi City.

- In &’ speech ne delivered dur-

“the PAT to its personnel

of the Philippine Air-Force -« But ‘the powerful -imagery

illamor Air Base, Pasay’

is these aircraft that dominab_ed the

air. And the memories that Will be

Iy - delh * Joréver embedded in our istory —in .
ing the Heroes Weloome Ceremony . fhe advent of social print and news -

" media; willbe the valiant airfnen;sol-

N

' dofeat Daesh-inspired Maute ter

?"‘:"‘ﬂiﬁt&i'@fﬂygﬁo HOUrsS. i
 Kantan

1d

- were {ranspoIich _
" of ‘wounded were: ‘exiricate

" evacuated out of harms way, dunng

thefive-month war.

“Beyond these figures are sto--
ries of gallantry, bravery, boldness, -

daring and sacrifice. Some of our
_cornrades’ stories will be written

—

Army Core Purpose.

I o Iﬂbﬁdéy;btr@em(}alﬂeo:Gef_-
. i arJr., said at :Ieast 1,007

en mvolved it the offerisive (0]

_tot re pilots, forward air con- -
trollers, and support personnel ac-
- complished 1,358 sorties and fiown -

arcalso said that a tofal

e ——
ix OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AEFAIRS ~ Email add:
e
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of duty for the past five months
Som es

sacrifice; in a brief moment ‘of s

Jencé we horior and salute them fo- -
' .aay_:nemes.anWhobroughtvi'ct'dfy.'
- and liberated Marawihe added. .-
T e Bane speech;- Kintanar-—
so signifi<i
‘time that:

‘said the oecasion was al

0 Were | nvol
and gomibat support

men W
combat:

one resilient teans.? T

~ make a good accounting of the Air
*Force assets used, 8 fair represen .
- tation of the majority can be fo :
* right inside Villamor Air Base.

diers and marines who joined forces: . *These  ‘girmen

together and responded to the call"

* airpower tha‘tf'f'was__felt',:*seeri\k'ap‘d :
N 1-an

have our piiots

lieration of Marawl are meeting - and sturdy UH-1 Hueys, the Bell-.

- eye-to-eye,: joining: shoulder-to-:..

shoulder; and grouped fogether as .
o . rescue and case evacuation.” -

oacpa,armym‘!Z@Qmail,comr Tel no.

Air Force, we bask in their “hard-.
arned _cqn_i:pibgﬁo;;;:._.&tp':,..;,j;'_l_(;tq;_y,'{‘._

etched ‘in the minds of our people ~ Kintanar said.:

Kintanar said'thaﬁ if he was to’

demonsiraied

= Q&exg&wwmhggﬁgwm\{

used24ﬂ7 WS er,

"hey symbolize the Air Force at its
Eriost hour: and theiairmen at feft
greatest defining mo. _ 1
memory. In’the air campaign, We..
_ and- aiveraft; the -
game changers ‘guch as FA-50s and-
‘the AW-109s, the sharpest tip-of our -
airpower spear;’ Kintanar said.
W have the classic V-10 Bron--
o, the MG-520 Defenders id th
T260 Warriors
support. We have ‘the W

412 combat utility ‘helicopters and
the Sokols for tactical air mobility,

(02) B45-0555 Local: 5285, 5295
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 habilitation needs in Matawi
is in full swing as the military

“clears more areas, the Nation:-
. al Economic and Develop- . -
ment Authority (NEDA) said .

yesterday. .-

Task Force Bangon Marawi

“i§ preparing a Compre=
hensive Rehabilitation and
Recovery Plan for the city

and surrounding areas,

Adoracidn_-N_avarro,;NEDA ° _
' - “gllocating 75 billion forthe

early recovery phase, the

undersecretary for regional . .

development, told a press . -

briefing: 0.

By CZERIZA VALENCIA

e

Navarrosaid NEDA com-...

“ists are‘also being provided

- with recovery assistance,
-such as‘transitional housing
“'and ‘cash for work. -

o Navatro said several
.development partners, such

as multilateral development
banks, have offered assis-

‘tance, but have yef to make

formal commitments. The

- ‘World Bank and Asian De-
velopment Bank are among

those that offered loans and
technical assistance.
-The government is initially

bulk of which wili be spent
folf__heal’ch and social services.

pleted the assessment of 49-0f -

ovathie 96 aff ictedibarangays

. Atleast 77,170 families or
353,921 individuals affected -

by the fighting between * -
government froopsand -

. Maute militants are staying
in 69 evacuation centers in -

Lanao del Norte and Lanao

~ Davao City

Davao City Mayor Sara

- Diterte-Carpio has ordered
the release of P5 million

from the city’s calamity

fiimvd for the rehabilitation of

sidelisure s g
N avarro-saidievacue

relief assistance, including
health services. She said
those who opted to return to
‘Marawi after the city was de-
clared liberated from terror-

5

Marawi:
o ty as Dabawe-

continuously being provided " men,” Carpio said yesterday. -

She called on other local
government units to also
pitch in for the rehabilitation

prograim.
— With Edith Regalado
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P4B spent
- todefeat
Masein
Matrawi

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Armed Forces spent neatly
P4 billion in the fve-month op-
eration to rid Marawi City of the
terrorist Maute Group, sccord-
jng to Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzant.
The militaty terminated the
operations 00 Ocrober 23, Clear-
ing operations have resulted in the
killing of 15 Maute straggers and
¢he arrest an Indonesian rerrotist,
During the celebation of the
DND's 78th foundation anniver-
sary on Monday, Losenzana said
the “liberation of Marawi from
¢he hands of terrorists” is the
DND’S“"most=4signiﬁcant..acccm.—\. —
__plishment” since the last DND —
1 orenzana last month said gov-
ernment has allotred P5 bilion
this year for the rehabilitation of
the ciry, particulatly for suppoLing
- EVACUERS, feconBEnCton of infra-
structute, and repais of bridges. et
_ ~ For next yea, government 3¢ A
o pyeing e budgerof P10 billion for _

P4B SPENT and AW-109 multi-purpose atiack  lotsand the'FA.-SO and the AW-109 o
helicopters. aircraft ate the “game changers.”
rehabilitation efforts. “The statistics and numbers “Bevond these figares are stories

Sen. Gregorio Honasan esti-  of our air campaiga 1o Marawi of gallanity, bravery, boldness,

mated the cost of rehabilitaion at  are Many: At least 1,007 ajrmen dating and sacrifice. Some of our
P50 billion over a period of three  involved composed of pitots, for- comtades’ stotes will be wristen
vears, Honasan i8 chairman of ward air controlles, and support and retold, some will be heatd,
the Senate special committee 00 pcrsonnd;‘zi ,358 sorties accom- and some will fall into oblivion.
Marawi, which is tasked to 2sSess plished; 4,950 hours flown; 6,716 But the powerfnl imagery etched

and examine matters relating to the soldiers and police sransported; 10 the minds of our people 8 these

rebuitding of Marawi City hundreds of wounded extricated aircraft that dominated the air,”
Lt Gen. Galileo Gerald Kin-  and evacuated out of harms Wiy, said Kintanaf.

taiar, Alr Force chicf, said his andan operational cost of P1.A44E Lorenzana said Marawi siege,
command speat P1.4 billion in  billien.” said Kintanat. which has resulted in the death of at

the Marawi conflict whizh saw Kinranar said A Force per least 900 Maute metnbers, 1465 sol-
the deployment of a pumber of cannel demonstrated “girpower  diers andpoﬁcemen,aﬂd47 civilians,
sirerafe, including £4-50G fghter  that was felr, scen and used 2477, is proof that everyons should work
e jets, SF-260 light attack planes, whenever, wherever.” He said pi-  to fight against terronsm.
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esx__emses
_m*ThaiEand

connngem 10 Thaﬂand to partsczpate in
- the first Association of Southeast Asian
“Nations {Asean) iaiiltilateral Naval Exer-
cise- (Amnex). .

- :The Amnex w1U be held-on November

131022,

P Capt {ued Lincuria, spokesman for

ﬁ ASEAN FROM Al

.Del pilar (FF15).

- TheBRP Tarlac, which wﬂ} he used to trans-
| to Pattaya, Thailand,

port the Navy personne
was use

aboard the ‘Barko ng Republika ng Pilipto
{BRP) Tartac (LDGDl) and The BRP (kegono

the Philippine Navy, gaid the 600 Navy
: : wAsean A2

 the Marawi siege.

According to Lincuna,

dines

~ first maritime security co
. in the Southeast Asia reglon

Page: ﬁ [

ilippines will send -a-600-man .

A 2017 s the
klaborauon of navies

national Fleet

d aiso 50 transport pexsonnel during

_bythe Royal Thai Navy.
: t'wﬁl ‘also bescondig
with the commemoratson of Asea:
founding anniversary @
Review and the llth Asean

Navy Chlef’ 5 Meetmg

that wﬂl b hosted

iong with thel Imer—

DEMPSEY REYES
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“gegionshosted: by.she. Royal Thai

The Natipha: hewspapd!

PH Navy to take part
~in exercises 111 Thailand

THE Philippine Navy is sending
two of its ships and about 60U
personnel to Thatland to take part
in the first ever Asean Multilazeral
Naval Esxercise (AMNEX} that
will be held from November 13
to 22,

The two ships — the strategic
sealift vessel BRI Tarlac and the
frigate BRP Gregorio del Pilar
~ and personnel will be set off
today by senjor Navy officials
from the South Harbor in Ma-

nila.
“AMNEX 2017 is the first ever

—maritime.. secutity, collaboration

with rhe commemoration - of

¢he 50th founding snniversary
of ASEAN, along with the In-
cernational Fleet Review on No-
vember 19 and the 11th ASEAN
Navy Chiefs’ Meeting from No-
vember 18 1o 19.

The BRP Tarlac was among the
Navy ships sent 1o support mili-
rary operatons against the Maure
Group that attacked Marawi City
on May 23.

The combat operations against
the terrorist group were fefmi-
aated on October 23 although
clearing opesations against Maute

of navies in the Southeast Asia

Navy” said Navy spokesman

Tued Lincuna
“The exercise will be heid off Sat-
tahip Naval Base in the notthern
part of Guif of Thailand.
Lincuna said AMNEX s be-
ing conducted in conjunetion

e $ tragglcrs HEEOR g Diﬂgv'"‘ s s
ThLMam\VJ comflicr resulted in
S Gaath RE et 00 SO S 1 e

iats. including senior Abu Sayyaf

leader Tsnilon Hapilon, said to be

the leader of the Islamic State for
Southeast Asia, and Maute leaders
Osmar Maute and Abdullab Mau-
te, — Victor Reyes

- Talno. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295
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Filipino doctor accused of
witing money for a foiled New
“York jihadist plot appearedina -
“Manila court on Tuesday ‘to
;_f;_fight-extradition_to-fi;he United
‘States, saying the islamic State
{IS}group hacked his social me-

~dia-accounts.
o2 Russell Salic and two others:
" have been chatged with in-
“yolvement in the plan to Stage
attacks targeting New Yark's
Lgubway,. Times, Sguare and

T P SRR T AT

AR
iR At
LA

BILIIRER

dic surgeon; ‘appedred on
first day of the hearing in Wiani=
la to extradite him 1o the United .
‘States. In-a written deposition, :
‘Qalic said IS and its sympathiz-
‘ers gained control of hig onling:
acrounts after he “condemned”

T

Vet

the group in 2015.
*This group was

count

concert venues in the name of
duirinig: ithe Musl! :
'_monthomenadaﬁ'in"z (e

~ galic,a 37-year-okd orthope-

suthorities and "i:hé

. able 0
“*hack’ -my FB (Facebook) .ac=:
and my e-mail address’
account,” he said in the signed -
statement his lawyer submit- -
“tedto che-courtlastmonthand

ppine military -have ac
nsed Salic “of ‘posting pro-1s

content -online  and sending
ney to other -countries in
supportofthe jihadists:
iJic i accused of transfer-
‘ring $423 in May 2016 t0 the

- ‘other suspects as part of the
thwarted operation, which was
planned through internet mes-
gaging, according to the US jus- -
ticedepartment.
"~ “The ‘bombing plot = was -

monitored by an undercover

edeT: “Bareau of Tlnvestigas

afellowii- o
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DAVAO C TY—-The city gay--
: ernment has set aside Py mil-
- “Hon'tothelp in the rehabilifa:
tion of war-torn Marawi Cxty
in Lanae del Sur province..
‘Mayor Sara Duterte sald'
the amount would be taken
from the city’s unused funds
for disaster response as she
urged other local govern-
. ments to share with Marawi
 their extra calamity funds.”
Davao City, the Presi-
dent’s hornetown, was among
local ‘governments that ex-
“tended help when the crisis”
.. erupted following th R,
“attack by Islamic Stateein.
Spired terrorists in Marawi.
Davao sent relief goods to
thousands of people fleeing
the fightmg and who sought
~refuge in-evacuation centers
in Higan City. —~FrINSTON Liv '

Qe
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 TINTYAK kahapontii.  Ayon kay Duterte,
Presidente Rodrigo Du-- itatayo tin ang ‘pabahay
terte nahindiniya paba<: naexclusive lang samga

bayasn bagkiis ay kakal- - - sugatan sabakbakan mal-

_ ingainmng.gobyerno ang, ~apitsa Metro Manila at .
mga sugatang sundalo lalo target tapusin sa Marso
na ang mga napasabak sa ng2018.. . . .
limang buwanna giyerasa - Tiniyak din ng pangu-
Marawi City. lona sagpt nang gobyer-

" Ginawa ni Duterte ang . - noang edukasyon ng mga
pahayag sa paglulunsad . anak ngmga sugatang
ng programang “KISS sundalo at bibigyan pa .
ME’ o Karne, Isda Sup-  sila ng pangkabubayan.

5 ... Kasabay nito, ginawa-
tan g pansuleag K
mpilan Medal’:sa ilalim.

“para $atnga sugatang suﬁw ;
dalo at pulis. ' -

g .
at pul .. award ang limang wound-
Qinabi ni Duterte na  ed-in-action (WIA) na si-
nagpalabas na siya ng lang unang benepisyaryo .
P500 million para sa  ngKISSME Program.
gamot, pagpapaospitalat. - Sa ifalim ng nasabing -
~pambili ng mga de kalidad - programa, magtatayo ng .- -
at nagagaang artipisyal outlet ang DA para samga kung sasn mgd sugatang .
na paa ng mga sundalon, anindang agrikultura s sundaloang maghebenta
~ ' papufilan sa'labanan, miga:kany -militaratkikita, i

~dangmga karne, isda, R
* gilay na bibithin direkta
lasam amags_asaka o

o2
o
>
o

up
‘mgachilleroo
di

freezer ga-
ga it
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Duterte bared yestex:
| that he has put np
1east P500 million for
| the welfave wf soldiers -
| wounded Auring ‘the:
| Marawisiege and ]

conflicts'in the co

Page. K3

Rody: P500M for

‘ot?re;
 Duterte said the fonds

Stateinspired terrorista. .
“The Prosident :said he

4 srants-tobufld ahoysing site

i

an ang asahan ninyo,” ac
't conding o Duterte . during -
i| thelaunchiof the Keme, Isda
t ‘Supply Supporta sa Masa at

“The -.President - zlso

| pledged to build a village near ..

iy (iss Mo) Project

| wounded soldiers

the eity for them tohave the

Ao give amputes i
ing on new ekilks that weuld

< help budld 8 mew life .
s 4Guste ko na mag-train-

“ing mund kaye and gusto

that there is life after Ma-
rawi,” he said.

AFP (Armed Foroes:iof the

7, Fhilippines) gain. for-‘a job
< that-does -nut-m_gire mov-
be gl

g around, Td ad io

crapy, training and
o the hogpital "
AL redyo mas malapit”
“paid the President, .adding .
“thathewonld suppertefforts

. kong malaman ninyo na_
*yrgy-buhay -after Marawi, .

- *You might want togo -
with-~ td-a computer fraining or

whatever. And if you . can
" be ‘aceotmeodated in the

: _puterbefdeclare

terror Jeaders lsnilon Hepi-
Ion ‘and Omar Maute.

.- Om Qetober 23, exactly
five months since the siege
erupted; Defense Secretary

“hattle in the city was final-

nd ik program;thesaid:
d-the lib-
tioniof Marawi Gty on... oo

etober 17, a frer -
. government iroops kilted

Prots Tarenzans said the
1y .over.  Bfren Montsno

f——
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COL JESUS VILLAMOR AIRBASE, Pasay City (DWE}D} - The Philippine Air Force conducted
1.358 sorties, flew a total of 4.950 hours, transporiec ¢ 6.718 soldiers and psiica and exiricatec

—and-evacuates-hundreds of wounded-out of harm e wey inits operations against-the Zaesh-.
-ingpired Maute 1error groug Ir. Marewi O

coording to PAF Commanding General Lieutenant umneraﬁ Galilec Gerard Kintanar Jr., these
airmen demonstrated air power that was fell, seen and used round-the-clock. whenever.
wherever, Thay svmbolize the Alr Force al iis finest hour, a'wd the airmen at thelr grealest

defining moment in recent memaory.

"""" g Arourzd C}O/ a m'en were. involved in Lne on@“atlom mu}udmg ;ﬁlo“{s wward aif con‘noiiers

and support personnel to included the Philippine Forward Alr Controllers (PFACS), the
Explosives Ordnance Division specialists, the snipers. combat engineers. the mainienance

arew, the medics and the mobile kitchern staff. All of them took part as Team AFP.

e 1wpﬂk-mmnwv
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The PAF's air campaign, saw the flights of its modern air assets like the FA-50s and the AW-
100s, the sharpest tip of their airpower spear. They also utilized the reliable OV-10 Broncos, the
1MG-520 Defenders, and the SF-260 Warriors for close air support; UM-1 Hueys, the Beli-41Z
combat utility helicopters, and the Sokols for tactical air mobiiity. rescue and case evacuation:
C-130s and the C-285s that transported close to 7.000 soldiers and marines {6 the batlle area.

Ii cannot be discounted that PAF officers and personnel have stories of gallantry, bravery.
holdness. daring. and sacrifice during their sorties and work.

e T ‘ Sume of our comrades stories
will be written and retold. some will be heard, and some will fall intc obiivion. But the powerful
imagery etched in the minds o our people is these airoraft that dominated the alr. Anc the
memories that will he forever emhedded in our historv - i the adven: of sosial. prin anl news
madia, wil be the valiant armes. soldiers and marines who joinec forses together and
responded to the call of duty for the past five monthis’ Kintanar said. AES/MCAG

www dwdd com.ph

67th Anniversary

MARINE BARRACKS RUDIARDC BROWN, Bonifacio Naval Station, Taguig City (DWDD) ~
Prasiden Rogtiac Roa Duterte roops the ling during hie atisncance i iaunoning of Depariment of
Agricutiure /D4 Karne. Isda Supply Suporta se Masa a: Ekonomive (HiSS ME) Project and the 67th
Birthday of the Pnilinpine Marine Corpe at the Bonitacio eva Statior 11 Fort Andres Bonifacio, Taguig

Citv ar Wovermper 72017, PCOO/MCAG
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EORT ANDRES BONIFACIO, Taguig City (DWDD) - The Shilinoine Army Shooting
Contingent. composed of 45 strong and highly motivated members of the group, is
now set 1o participate in the 27th ASEAN Armies Rifle Mest ALRM) 2017 from
November & to 23 which will be held in Singapore.

oL

Graced by ihe Commanding General of the Philippine Army Lt Gen Roiando
Bautisia the contingent was given an inspiring send-off massage by aspiring them 1o
weve the nztiona, fisg with pride and bring home the 2acon. )

©Thé contingent is headed by LTC isagani-Criste with Maj Ace Ronald Ampong asithe .

.l

team managet.
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The contingsnt will undergo series of shooting competition matches (rifle, carbine,
machine gun, pistol men and pistol ladies categories) among the other nine armies of
the ASEAN members such as Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia. Lacs, Malaysia.
Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. QACPA | MCAG
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STATEMENT | AFP on alleged Daesh-Emir Amin Baco

[l

CANMP GEN EMILIO AGUIRALDQO, Quezon City (DWDD)} - The Armed Forces of
the Philiopines {AFP) following He successfy’ iberation of Marawi City from the
Daesh-inspired Maute terror group, is apgressively pursuing s clearing operations

The AFP’s clearing operations are focused on the remaining areas of Marawi City
beli ﬁ\fe o hold terrorssf stragglers and some Tamily me“ﬁ-’—\rb ﬁghtmo for survival

anc-hiding iboutin-the-hope-of escaping the-main batlie- are

The AFP also denies that the f@maining stragglefs wili be able to influence the overall security situation
of the once besieged city.

Contrary to recent pronouncements by some officials that it is now headec by a
certain Amin Baco, the AFP strongly believes thal the group is now leaderiess and
without direction.

Amin Baco is balieved ic heve been among the € killed in Marawl recently and his
remains is now the subject of an ongoing aaressive search,

General Rey Leonardo Guerrerc, Chief of Sieff, AFP assures the resigents of Marawi
that the AFP is doing iis “38::1 to expedite the citv's return fo normaloy. AES/MCAG
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