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. By Ph:hp C. ‘!"ubeza
' @pctubezai{NQ

Rt | sald

Ghma has promlsed the Phihp-

pinesthat it would fast-track the
negotiations ‘for the proposed
fodeof conduct for claimants in
the ‘South-China Sea, accorchng
m President Duterte. -

& Mr. Duterte:said he pressed.

Shmese officials to provide 2
fate for the approval of the
i:ode of conduct and he was told
that the Chinese side would “re-

.plly fast-rrack” it

.- Asian Nations (Asean) Summit;

“And China said, ‘Do nat just

hurry up, but we will consider
“really fast-tracking: t:his cocie of
conduct"’ he added

. Negotxations

““China and the 1o—member
Asean_ agreed .in Manila on
Monday to start the formal ne-.
‘gotiations on a code of conduct
for elaimants in the South China
Sea to prévent the escalation of
the maritime dispute. .-

China claims nearly all of the
3.5-million-square-kilometer
South China Sea, including por-
tions claimed by Asean mem-
bers  Brunei, Malaysia,

'-'PreSIdent Ki-

" again drag on for years

Jmpmg ~0Ver--'the.
weekénd in Da Nang, Vietnam )
Mr. Duterte said he would press’
‘China'to:“hurry” in adopting.a.
code of conduct, because Asean.

- was worrled about the rmilita-:
- rization-of the South China'Sea. -

‘There were . -also; concerns;.
egotiations” weuld_:

The idea of a code ‘of con—‘*
duct was first brought up in the
mid-1g90s while ‘talks for ar
framework for negotiations for.
the code began onlyinzo1t.. .
 Chinese and Asean’ dlplo-
mats approved the framework
mAugust

. “We'll just observe

ﬁate " Mr. Duterte said at a
hews conference after the close
bf the ‘Association of Southeast

“We can't finish this if you
say you got to China and give
‘themi’a copy.of the: arbitrabrule.

s.of-conduct.and...
ﬁre were pressing China to set a

Philippines and Vietnam.™

in globa} trade passes every
year.
Before meeting Chinese

“and theré’s Vietnami having
a problem also with Chind and

-of certain:islands:there. So the ..

e .

Taiwan_also. has, _clauns in...

was not only China that the
Philippines had to contend with
in the South China Sea.

thie arbitral ruling once maybe
in. dunng my term," He said.

“ing It-does not’ ‘end there," said

Mr. Duterte, referring to the Ju-
ly 2016 ruling of the United Na-
tions-backed Permanent Court
of Arbitration that invalidated

China's sweeping claims in the

Sputh «China Sea on historical
grounds and clariffed  the

- Philippines’ rights to its 370-km
“exclusive economic zone (EEZ)

OFFICE O

inthe waterway. -

China has dismissed that
ruling as a “sham” and did not
participate in the arbitration
case that the Philippines filed
during the time of Mr. Duterte’s
predecessor.

“If you start to claim up-
ward, there’s Talwan alse claim-
ing a part of what is being
claimed by China itself,” Mr.
Duterte said,

goo- -

onlysway.is. Teally, to talk. dia.
logue, ask for a peaceful resolu-
tion and how can we go about
using [the] West Philippine
Sea,” he added, referring to the
waters within the country's EEZ
in the South China Sea.

The President said China as-

sured him:that “overflight in-:
space above and the use’of the

[South]..China..Sea wiil pro-
ceed—and it was a promise of
China—unbridled, unfettered
and we can use the space.”

Improved situation
“But [ have told them—and
every time that we taik about
claims and ownership I've al-
ways [brought along] our mili-
tary generals—I told China that

[ will have to confront China on

J

“the situation in‘the South China

Sea had improved with the
agreement between Asean and
China to start negotiations for
the adoption of a code of con-
duct, according to presidential
spokesperson Harry Roque.

- Roque said Mr. Duterte: also.

:expressed grave’ comncerh’ over
tensions on the Korean Penin-

sula, which he described as “d
major flash point in the region.”
“iHe| strongly urged [North
Korea] to immediately comply
with its obligations and arrive
at relevant resclutions,” Roque
said. "He also expressed support
for initiatives to improve terri-
torial relations to establish per- ~————
manent and lasting peace {on] 5285, 5295
the Korean Peninsula.” INGQ ————
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"We have full conﬁdence that
under your !eadership, Mr Pres:-

and the Phlllppme government i
BY CATHERINE 5. VALENTE v h_ ldmgthe ser:untyandstab

H.INA _._has.
... pledged | }‘50 ml_l_

£lion renmmbz
(RMB) or about PI.15 1
billion in grants to the
Philippines for the re- -
lief and rehabilitation |
“ofwar-torn Marawi _'City

The pledge was made by Chinest
Premier Li hegiang. who met with Prest
dent Rodrigo Dueric in Malacanang on
Wednesday.

{13 his rerarks during a Joint news con-
ference with Duterte. 1 said China was 15'.-
supportive of the Philippine governmenty 8
efforts to combat werrorism.

“In oy takke with Mr President we alse 530
talked about the cooperation between our 7%
two countries regarding defense afiairy
and counter-terrorisim. The Chinese side
supports the efforts made by Ay Presidens

1ina's \ﬁce': ‘
Z1y1ng in

mzmstratlon wouid e -able to

N ;ccmp}ete Marawi's rehabilitation ‘whe '
P Neepes A2 ey datly date” T wis: China“who reSponded im-

: mediately to our cry for he!p,
. —— - . —— e e i e DUEEI‘IE Sald
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‘inthedaysio come Maybe inthe
: future, _{the} Ph;hppmes would

Iso show its debt of grantude
nd ‘Q_f‘th

ifies Telations and
up for the time or the
OItinities we missed in

TS is': result of your ownf
efforts," he: said e

‘CO0peration projects, -and that i
:-somethmg that Tequires the ;omt
efforts of both sides.” s said;

L WITH LLANESCAT PANTI

Letters on Pm]ect of Two ‘Bridges
Across Pasig River: Memora dom
‘of Understandrngfor Coope ation
‘onIndustrial Parks Development;
Memorandum of Understanding
on Iomtly Promioting the Philip:
pine National Railways South
Long Hall Project. ‘Cooperation;
Financing Cooperatiof ‘Agreémient
on Chico River Pump Irrigation
Project and New Centerinial Wa-
ter Source-Kaliwa Dam Pro;ect )
among others. :

FRRS SR

j

' - 85
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By JAIME LAUDE and JOHN UNSON
R PP . L enes e AR S

R

The military launched air and ground offensives
against the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters
(BIFF) in Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao yesterday.

...Capt. Arvin Encinas,  group 01 Bl
ed a bornb along the roadin
- Barangay Timbangan inan. ..

apparent attempt {0 prevent

~ 6th Infantry Division spokes-

..man, said soldiers of the 40th.....

" and 57th Infantry Battalions

carried out the operations at
around 3 a.m. after BIFF men
were monitored massing in
Barangays Meta and Timban-
an. o
“Ground troops are stiil
-conducting clearing opera-.

- tionsias-of this ime,” -Encinas ..

said yesterday afternoon.
There was nc reported
casualty on either side.
The military said another

group of BIFF gunmen plant-

Labu-Labu since Thursday
last week.

Maj. Gen. Arnel dela Vega
said the military operations
targeted BIFF leaders identfi- -
fied only as Herodin, Khadza
and Lucman, believed tobe-

a convoy of soldiers from
proceeding in the area.

No soldier was hurt in the

bomb explosibn,
The military has been
pursuing BIFF men believed

de Labrador chapel and
destruction of religious im-
ages, including the statue of
the patron saint in Barangay

~henchmen of ImanBongos,.......
. the self-proclaimed figurehead,
“ofthe BIFE The bandiis were' - the harmonious relationship
- between Muslims and Chris-

also tagged in recent harass-

ments of Army detachments.
Ground troops are scour-

ing the swamps at the bound-

" ary of Shariff Aguak and

Datu Unsay in search of the

-to be.involved-inthe burning... . bandits.

of the 80-year-old San Isidro....

- desecration’

Cotabato Archbishop Or-
lando Quevedo condemned

b

. gious leaders to condern
“stich-abuses and “help pre-

the attack on the chapel, -
saying it was “an abhorrent
desecration of a place of
Catholic worship.”

“Such crime is most
disturbing and proveca- ¢
tive,” Quevedo said even as
he-expressed hope-thatthe .cvvn.
incident would not affect '

tians in the area,

Last fune 23, BIFF men
destroyed religious iterns in a
chapel in Pigcawayan, North. .. —
Cotabato.

. Quevedo called on reli-
e

vent religious bigotry, hostil- .
ity and conflict.”
— With Evelyn Macairan
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v WO barangay (villages) of Shariff Aguak in’

:_Magu_ ndanao on Wednesday where an encamp- |
. ment of a Bangsamoro Isfamzc Freedc m Fzghters o
: (BIFF) was sighted; >

e _boundar}f
e Encmas told ; reporters over’ the ph_ )
asalso declin

_ As of_ pre_ '-time, ground troops in the ared Were '
s nducting clearing operations and ‘Encinas’
, -said they have et to determine the number of casu-.
: alties of the aitstrikes and atiacks from the BIFF side.
. -In August, the m1htary, alongsade the Moro
' Islam:c Libération Front, 1nten31ﬁed Operations
.-againist the BIFF that have staged a series of attacks
- inseveral wliages m‘che region. DEMPSEY REYVES

5h5 al: 5785, 52085
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MILTFARY: . assets yesterday
‘pounded 2 lair of the Bangsamoro
Lslamic Freedom Fighters .at the
boundary of Datu Unsay and Shar-
“Hf Aguak towns in Maguindanac.

- Capt. Arvin Encinas, spokes-
man of the Atmy’s 6th Infantry
Division, said clearing operations
- were underway and there were no
_immediate repofts of casualdes,

. Encinas said 105-mm howirzers
and 2it assets began bombarding

eoeiothye ’Icmp‘t)m‘:y“t: al’flpof t'h@:"BIFP
2t the boun

Encinas could not immediately
say how many BIFF men were in
the camp at the time of the bom.
bardment. He said the group was
uader BIFF leader Ismael Abu-
bakar, alias Commander Bungos,

Bungos said the bombardmens
‘was after civilian informants re.

ported the presence of the camp,

HGround troops are now con-
ducting clearing operations as of
this ime,”

Btigade,

o 82id Encinas. -yesterday--aftep
noon, He said the clearing op- S
S bY fO.I.CCS from the Army’s 601t

- __ . b . . R
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CPP takes responsmﬂlty
for death of kld in ambush

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Commumst Party of the

Philippines has taken full respon- ..
+commander of the Atmy’s 4th In-

" fantry Division, said the killing of

sibility for the death of = for
month-old baby git! duting a

rebel ambush that targeted police-
men in Tikalaan town in Bukxd-__.-

non Tharsday last week,

In a statement, the CPP said:
rebel forces will deaw lessons | -
from the incident that also te-

sulted in the death of a policeman

» ﬁﬂd wounding Of tWO""CiViHaﬁsfz"f"”

and three policemen.

“deepest condolences” to the
family of the infant, Machorao
Malysha of Kili-Kili, Wao town
in Lanao del Sut, who was hit by

stray bullets during the atnbush,

'pet:rators to justtcc

The CPP said it is waiting for

Page:

the final results of the ongoing in-

vestigation on the incident.

Maj.. Gen. Ronald Villanueva, -

the infant and the polié:emen was

““plain murder.”

- “If they wanted to offer mdern—
mﬁcation to.the fatnily, it would

be best if they sun:ender the per- - |

said; adding the perpet:ators wxlI

* Villanueva -

(X

beheldaccouttablesi i

“The mese fact that the NPAS

shall be punished and put behind
bars, We will ensure that justice
will be given to the families of the
victims, There will be no letup on
our operation,” said Villahueva,

R TRe Y miovemient iextended  its! are prilty of the miltrdericase;fthey i i i S Iy

9
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ng New
y.Hopang mga
-uis, Agusan del Sur,

zsundalo sa bay:
Lt

i Ayon k Flommel ‘Pagayen; cammander ng
2Bth Infartiry:Battalion ng Phifppine Army, nakuha.mula sa
hangkay g hmdl- & nakildtal ng rebelrie ang isaag M14 nf[é;

at lsarzg ARGT s ;
“Natagpuan gin rhalapit sa bangkay ang 6 na backpack
|sang 2—way I‘ﬁde, mga gamat at mga suberssbong doku-
mento o
“Ayon ‘safiga a\nncndad h!ndl pa nabababa il sa
: buadok ang bangkay ng napaslang dahil maputik at matarik
“ang higar: Nakikipag-ugnayan na.ang mga sundalo.sallang
-fesidenta sa malaiaprt na barangay para makllala ang napatay
na ialakl e e o OEFE GALLOS

q
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- p R E F‘ipﬁ E E ﬁ AT PA LA C E Presaéent Rodngu Duterte looks oiuas Chmas ane Minister Li: Keqiang bows before

honor guards during his official visit in Malacahang, o2 8 ©e
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. HINARAI§G at smunag g mga nagpakﬂalang mlyembro ng

g mg 1g
. Pinadiskarga rin' ang mgd kargang siga
at. lpmaml §a mgatao hago ito'sin '.Kmumpxrma ng
ider:ng. NPA na si “Kumander: Oto
“’Committee 16 ang panunumog sa: trug
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| the Philippines. -
| .- AWhite House statement release yes-

1

i

Hf? November 2017

/By PIA LEE-BRAGO

ashington’s $2-million support
emand reduction programs in

terday said the announcement of the US
support for the Philippines’ drug demand
reduction programs was made by Trump
during his trip to Manila:: &0

cn Buterte and Trump:

. But White Hoiuse Press Secretary Sarah

Sanders said;iﬂie_jhﬁr;iért rights isstie was

‘mentioned briefly during the meeting.

. The statement said the ‘two leaders,

discussed the ongoing canipaigri iri the

Philippines against criminality, including

‘city by jumpstarting

‘hood progfams and promoting al?éﬁ_‘la_'j

. tives to violent extremism. -

The Islamic State-linked Maute group

:_._Ia;:fcl_'ﬁsiégéljto Marawi on May 23, leaving - -
. over a thousand people dead and hun-

ds more wounded and

s part; Duterte thanked Ti

for the delivery of more than $1 billioriin,

- foreign assistance to the Philippines over

pe—y

the past eight years.

The Philippines and the US released a
joint statement sending a clear message
to the region about the strenigth of the
alliance and continued close bilateral co-
operation on mutual inferests and shared
regional challenges. . :

The Philippines and the US stressed
that human rights are esseritial issues in’
the light of concerns‘over drug-related
killings under the Duterte administra-
tion:s F I
“The two sides underscored that hu.
man rights and the dignity of human
life are essential, and agreed to continue
mainstreaming the human rights agenda
in their national programs to promote the
welfare of all sectors, including the most

llegaldrugs. . = T T
- Both sides acknowledged that illegal -
drug problem afflicting bothcoun-

in the areas of prevention; enforcement,
incliding capacity-building and transpar-

ency ininvestigations; and rehabilifation,”
the statément said. . .- . . L

. The US embassy in Manila said Trump-

skipped the East Asia Summit (EAS) on
his final day of a 12-d. tout, citf Jay

e

ide Himp v
to attend the EAS Launch and  EAS. The

ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian
Nations) meeting schedule for today was
delayed,” said US embassy press aftaché
Molly Koscina. =7 R
“In‘order for the President to main-
tain his departure schedule, he had to.
leave befote the plenary session,” she
sald. e L ST
- Trump was able to deliver his fnal
temarks during aunch with other lead-
ers hosted by President Duterte. He ' was
represented by US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson at the EAS. )
US Congressmen James McGovem and
Randy Hultgren, co-chairs of the Tom
Lantos Human Rights Commission, urged-
Trump ‘to use his meeting with Duterte
as an opportunity to express US concern
over the reported extrajudicial killings

vulnerable groups,” according to the joint

13
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sent to Trump that mentioned a cor
‘hearing earlier this year, which
fin d strongevidence that police
.kﬂled 7 000 alleged drug dealersand’ sers
hott charges or frial sii

“governinent laimnchi

. The White House also
ﬁrst«ever US-ASEAN Marl
‘to be heldin 2018, -

i The White House state
Trump s trip to the Philippine
American president and Duterte v
the US aid of $65 m11110n to enh" nce:

- standpoint. o

Hor_ bie reiatmnship

Trump called the Philipp
 prime pieceiof reaI estate from:

Hesaid the US; Just could not have been

- treated nicer because of the probléms of
+ the Duterte administration and formerUs

president Barack Obama.
“And as you know, we were hav-

- ing a lot of problems with the Thilip-
. pines. The. relationship with the past
+ administration was horrible, to-use.a

‘nice word. T would say ‘horrible’ is puts

: tzng it mﬂdly, Trump sa1d m a/ press

“US ‘summit on'the two sides stressed,
their support for mititual respect for the
- sovereignty, territorial integrity, equality
“and political independence of all nations
by, farmly upholding the principles and
he Chart

; tematlonai law,
nation to lead its natlonai ex1stence free

from' external interference, subverszon
or coercion.

A joint statement of the Plnhppmes

" and the US 'issued by the-White House
6ni Tuesday following the bilateral meet
ing ‘between Duterte and Trump-said
both sides reiterated their commitment
to uphold their principles, including the
freedom of navigation and overflight, and
the exercise of self-restraint.

Trump and Duterte stressed the im-
portance of peacefully resolving disputes
in the South China Sea, in accordance
with international law, as reflected in the
United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea. -

) Way ack to Washmgton

. stressed- -

ship W1’ch the Philippines is unportant for |

trade and then military purposes. .-
“It‘is a strategic location < thé ‘most

; strategic location. And, if you look at it,
.it's called the most prime piece of real

estate froma m:htary standpomt,” Tmmp

ith-the Philippines,

would ‘actudlly say probably better
ever’before,” he added, - '
Trump ‘congratulated Du

" recenit liberation of Maraw: 3‘C1fy from

Islamicterrorists. .
Duterte, for his part, thanked Trump
for US =supp0rt'1n' defeatm 'the mlh’cant

: ovzded over $85 million
in counte1 terrorism—related equiprment,
training and support to the Armed Forces
of the Philippines.

.The two leaders reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the 1951 Mutual Defense
Treaty, as reinforced by the Enhanced
Defense Cooperation Agreement.

“along ndw ;ceall”= ;
do. We have a very good relationshi I?
t
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woatithe

Barelya month after the'end of
the smge in"Marawi City; mili-
tary ‘aircraft. started™ stnkmg
. boundary areas of Shariff Aguak
and’ ‘Pati’ ‘Unsay towns in
Maguindanao province, where
the military said another Islam-
ic " State (IS)-inspired armed
group had been massingup.
CTwo MG-520 attack-heli-
copters of the Philippine Atmy's
6th Infantty Division, on Wed-

~NE8AaY. IOLAING, « LOOK ATENS. o TS

dropping . bombs -on ‘areas in

Aguak and Barangay Meta in
Datu Unsay, identified as lair of
the Bangsamotro Islamic Free-
dom Fighters (BIFF),

oo "We will sustain this offen-
sive to flush the {members of}
BIFF out of their hideouts

-'Capt. John Arvin Encinas, 6th
D spokesperson : :
Operation coordmated :
‘Encinag-said’the airstrikes
- were meant for BIFF subcom-
mander Ismael Abubakar;
alias =~ Commander . Bungos,
© whose group had’ been hiding
. in the ‘mountainous areas of
: thetowns. 2 i lE
Encmas however assured
that the highway linking Cota-
“bato-City and Isulan town in
Sultan “Kudarat province, re<
mained passable with more sol-
diers maintaining checkpoints
along the route.

'enphenes of Shariffo. oo
- Aguak and" Daty- Unsay,” said

«+’Barangay Timbangan in: ISHARIFF v Dbt 1 : D
tows of Datu Piang, Datu Sall—

. "Ne evacuation
No cmhan evacuation”

- reported since the areas sub-
jected to: airstrikes -were. far

from populated communmes

. Encinas said, .

Since ]une this year the
MILE has been working with

. the government in pursuing

another faction of the BIFF led

. by Esindel “ Abdulmalik, also
" known as Commander Torayfe
fin Magumdanao T
'bhan 50 BIFF and 10

bo,’ Datu Shanff Saydona and

. lage m Datu Salibo, a move op-

posed by theMILF. = -

.. The MILF, under its. tease:
fire accord with the: govern-

ment, had agreed to telp the
Armed Forees of the Ph‘ihppmes

- fight criminals and terronsrs in

areas under its control.”

Soldiers reported seelng Ab-
dulmalik’s group last week in a
remote village in Carmen town
in North Cotabate province,
prompting the militaty to
launch airstrikes:

“There's no letup in our op—
eration against them,” Encinas
satr. —Fwin 0. FERNANDEY TNO
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: day, the mﬂltary reported
.yesterday
The: vzchms were’ 1den—
“tified as Jessy, 55; Nene,
56; Aloh, 22, all surnamed
: 3-Tr1mdad and Lucy, 25,
{'_Jun]un, 13; and Nelson, 7, all
surnamed Hapole. =7 .
. .. /Brig. Gert le;to o
: ZSobe]ana, Joint Task Force .
Sulu commander, said the -
“handitstookthe victims-at:
_guripoint from their houses -
imayahan Village
"Barangay Latih at a:round
"8 145 p.m.

““The incident agam : s
L nampse and a Dutch man:
_...ate also being held captive

. by the bandits..

.'showed that notorious
‘- ¥idnappers in Sulu are .
- victimizing even their

15

" off Panguratan toWﬁ last
“Oct. 14.

el wkTausugs and those el

He sald the c1vﬁlarxs"".'

: ;fcould be uised by the banchté
as human shields dunng

mxhtary operations in the
province. - -
The mlhtary has intensi-

. fied its 'operations to neu-
. tralize the bandits and res-
" cue the remaining hostages.

“The Abu Sayyaf is still -
holdmg nine;other Filipinos,..
mcludmg fi 'e ﬁshermen =

. Five Indonesxans, a Viet—

- ]aime Laude

f
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By JAIMELAUDE - 3\ epatt-
B et et of National Defense:
- THe five -_sﬁ?éi%lande" and (DND).saidyesterday. e

.5 alvcraftthat the Japanese = = ;
et sirarsfithet Ol ilateral defense talks between

overnment earlier leased to
e Philippines, in support of
the country’s territorial and

Philippine Navy, the Depatt-"

- Highli 'hﬁﬂglastMonday’_éi

the Philippine and Japanese

‘governments held at the Phil-- ¢
jopine International Convens

raaritime airmonitoring, haye - 1pp

T Y

“donation of TC90. Beachcraft
“surveillarice and patrol planes.
= rwo of the five TC-90s were
" delivered ‘o the Navy last
‘March, with three more sched-
wled for delivery in the first
uatter of nextyear... . .
" All retired patrol and moni-

845-8555 Local: 5285, 5293

tion Center (PICC) was the . toring trainer planes of Japan’s

‘been donated by Tokyo to the

._,,Mgﬁﬁﬁie' Self Defense Force, “could use to patrbi and guard - DND's 'bkes'méh,-said'.. _
e w.Andolong said defense

signed the documents in the

decided to cancel the lease
presence of his }ai;ganese coun-

asgreement and instead donate
the five planes to the Navy, -
Director Arsenio Andolong, -

price, oo
. Transfer of the TC-90s was
" initinted by the Aquino’ ad-
ministration, then in search for

. terpart for the official transfer
-much needed air assets that it . L

of the aircraft. .

Yo
g N
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“hose TC.008 Weie thitially - thecountry‘s maritime and tet-.. $1
_leased by Tokyo to the Philip: . ritorial dom in over the hotly " undersecretary for finance, '
“The Japanese government materiel Raymundo Elefante™ T
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‘Muslims unim p"re"ssed W‘E"i?'h
military campaign vs Maute

MARAWI City may have been freed from
the clutches of the Maute terror group
but many Filipinos Muslims were un-
impressed by the months-long military
operation in the Islamic City, a Soclal
Weather Stations (SWS) survey revealed

on Wednesday.

The third quarter pelt conducted from
Seplember 23 10 27, 2017, showed that
29 percent of Filipinos Muslims were
satisfied with the military action, while

» UnimpressedA2

Ithe 68 percent score in Iune i
0 sansfacuon of the peo le

"The :September 2017 SWS poII :

: used face-to-face interviews of -
1,500 aduits Tiationwide, with -
600 people surveyed in Balance
Luzon, 300 each in Metro Mamla, :
“the Vlsayas and Mmdanao A
- Tthas amargin of exor of three

: percent for national percentages,--
T for:Balance Lwzony;
six percent each for MefroMa--

yas and Mindanao. -
A‘-‘NESCA ?_'EPANT(
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China backs binding code of
conduct in South China Sea

CJHINA is now in favor of crafling
a binding codc of conduct in the
South China Sea, President Rodri-
go Duerte said at the conclusion
of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations {Ascan) meelings

hosted by Manila.
w HeokiAB

puterte sard China’s turt:
around was one of the landmark
outcomes of the Asean meetings
chaired by the Philippines on top
of the signing of an agreement for
the protection of promotion of
the rights of migrant workers in

Southeast Asia.
~upr-the-ministerial-level G

the Asean, they are working on

Was & pro
will bef tn

- members: the Philippines, Bro- o e
' ‘net, Malaysia and ‘Yie_tnaiﬁ-‘."Th’e BLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.annyZ{)TZ@“ : i L
- o (e AT e A 1 Local: 5285, 5205

non-Asean claimants are China T
_and Taiwan S ]g

b LAY “evrey P e Qraruinge 1 L
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_group § '
"ktdnappe six inngcent ¢i-
ding two chil-

dren at & remote village in

Sulu Tuesday, .

. Bng Gen. Cirilito Sobe-

_]ana said--the. latest ASG

- hostage - ‘yietims - inchude

thrée members of the Trini=

dad clan identified as Jessy,

'55: Nene, 56 and Aloh,

22 three rnembers 3 - the"”"" e
e 1

Neison, 7. oo

- "He said the victims were
for¢ibly taken at gunpoint

by - the armed bandits at
Phase 4, Kalamayahan Vil-
lage, Brgy Latih, Patikul,

: :.Sulu atabout&45pm:...

‘Sobejana : said jat least "

15 ‘armed mmen b ieved
“to be members of the Abu
- Sayyaf kidnap-for-ransor

group swooped down on
the said village and took
' the vietims.

The latest kidnapping
act by the ASG was imme-
diately reported by con-
cerned citizens to the Joint
:_jTask Force - Sulu prompt-
ing; the' pohce operatwes
to dispatch quick reaction
‘tearns to verify the report
parallel to the conduct of

pursuit operatmns against

the perpefrators.
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Times

JE’ ﬁia hila

A grou of .armed men -beheved'

to'be membeérs of the Abui Sayyaf

Group dhducted six individuals in

Paui{ui Sulu Tuesday mght the'

Page:

were kzcinapped in Kahmayahan
Vlllage, Barangay Latxh at ‘845
p.m; The incident was reported
by concemed citizens to JTF Sulii

and members of the Phxhppme

conduct pursmt operatmn :
- "This ‘incident again- demos-
strates that the noto"ous kid-
na.ppers dn Sulu are; wcttmxzmg
- aiybody. mclt;tdmg their fellow
Tausngs even those who have fess
n life)! Sobe}ana said in'a state-
“inent on Wednesda}f Gl
' "Such hostility reminds s that
secuntyzs everybody's responszbﬂ-
:ty,” he added.: o
- DEMPSEY REYES
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Abu Sayyaf kidnaps 6, including 2 kids, in Sulu

BY VICTOR REYES

'THE Abu Sayyaf abducted six

' people, including two children, in
Patikul town in Sulu on Tuesday
night, bringing to 24 the number

~of kidnap victims now in the
hands of the group in the prov-

ince.
Brg. Gen. Cirilito Sobc;ana

~reommander of the-military’s Joint -
“Task Force Sulu, said the victims
“incladed seventyearold  Nelsom

and 13-year-old Junjun, both sur-
named Hapole.

The other victims were identi-
fied as Jessy Trinidad, 55; his wife

Nene Tripidad, 56; Aloh Trini-

dad, 22; and Lucy Hapole, 21.

Sobejana said the six were
snatched at gunpoint by around
15 Abu Sayyaf members in Phase
4, Kalimayahan Village in Baran-
gay Lath in Patikul town at
around 8:45 p.m.

“This incident again demon-
strates that the notorous kid-
nappers in Sulu are victimizing

anybody - including -their--fellow--

Tausngs, even those who have

kg dinlifer Such hosdlitp reriinds

us that secutity is everybody’s re-
sponsibility,” said Sobejana.

He urged Sula residents to be
pro-active, partdeulatly in report-
ing suspicious people in their

communities, so that authorities
can take prompt action and pre-
vent similar incidents from oceur-
sing in the future.

Sobejana said the victims wete
seized to gain ransom, though he
said the victims are not moneyed.

“Secondly, the victims may be
used as shield from our relent-
less operations against them {Abu

Sa}ryaf membegs);f..he,saié.._&. et e

He said the latest kidnapping

victims in the hands of the Abu
Sayyaf in Suly, including the five
fishermen seized by the group off
Pangutaran town in Sulu last Oc-
tober 14,

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no.

(02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Ar.my Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

24

- broughty o= 24 thegmumberof. o vl i




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tef no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Ib November 2017

. h £ianf Newspaper

]apan gwes PH 5 planes under lease

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Japanese defense ministry
has donated five TC-90 patrol
aitcraft which it leased to the
Philippine military in March
for monitoting of the country’s
vast maritime territory.

“The term was changed from
lease to grant,”
retary Delfin Lorenzana, confizm-

_ing Japan’s donation of the five
aircraft, which were leased by Ja-
*pan for §28,200 per annurm.

The agreement to dondie the

~gircraft-was-signed+last-Monday—

~at_the Philippine International

“Convention Certer in' Manila) at

said Defense Sec-

~-the ssdelmes of the just-concludecl

Agsociaton of Southeast Asizn
Nations summit.

Defense Undetsecretaty for Fi-
nance and Materdel Raymuado
Elefante signed the agreement
with his Japanese counterpart.

Discussions for the lease of the
aircraft began in the Aquino ad-

ministration and finzlized under .

the current administration.

Two of the aircraft wete deliv-
ered last March and the three oth-
ers are due to be transferred to
the Philippine military in the first

quartesof next-year; said DN

public affalrs chtef Arsemo Anv

‘dalorig

Andoion.g and Elefa.nte sa1d
changes to the Japanese constitu-
tion, which prohibited the dona-
don of its military equipment to
another country, paved the way
for the donation of the aircraft,

Elefante said the donation of the
airczaft will bolster the capability
of the Armed Forces in monitor-
ing the couniry’s wvast territory.
“Crr patrol will become regular,”
he said.

Andolong said the five alecraft
will be used to conduct patrols
and maritime surveillance, inclad-

Page: b;{

ing-in-the-disputed-areas-in-the-- -~
South China Sea, also known 28

susvephe West Philippine Seass
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f.
i
1.
-
[
4

for its continuing support 1o the
é:)vemment’s efforts to quel] the.
Maute terrorist group, which laid
iege to Marawi City for five months,
Howing.'a recent survey ‘which

- A Soelal Weathel Statmns {(SW5)
smvey, which was conducted from

Saptember 93 to 27, showed that < a
66 pereent” of Filipinos were
_ contented with the govéernment’s .
potionto suppress the Matte group

‘Malacafiang on Wednesday:
eipressed its gratitide to the pubhc :

government’s
the Maute grotp. -
Net satlsfact‘mn thh Pres:

Duterte was avery good +67 among -
. those who ars very satisfied with -
the’ government s actioft in”
suppressig theMante group: Ttwas

also & very good 52 among those
-whe dre somewhat satisfied. .

govemment’
“the Maute Troup,” Presidential
_'Spokesperso:a Harry Roquz_ ald in

: leadersth w]ncil th ‘arte& 4he

30ns in suppressm"'

" deaths of 962 terrorlstq and 165

“¢ontinue to purste. s number -of

- hidirtg within the main battle.ares.

. “We are gratefid for o peep}es :

)
"I}uterte § sw1ft and’ degisive " public to gtand united in the flght -f

ited. Mante t_o__ ;

| ho. (02) 845-8555 Local, 5285, 5285
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Octoberafter five months of intense”. X
wrban warfare which resulfed in the ;
] that drug money funde
sta,te forces.” i} slege:
“The mlixtary Sﬂ.ld Its troops--

Maiits strajglers helieved to be still

. Military.operations,are.alse; .5
canmnumg toneutralize other armed |

88y th 1ot belit
percent. are undemded |

" Roque assured that secumty
forces would remain proactive in- |-
monitoring and dealivig with these
evil forees” even as he urged’the ™

a,gamst terror.

efor

8 percent were dissatisfied .

_.)aesh-ms

: r 2017,
%hnwed thet net sat;lsfactmn with
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- cormunities,” Roque said.
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Inihayag 'ni Joint Task
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OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com —~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

b




Army Vision: By 2028. & worid-class Army that is a source of national pride

- eiente ay nagbunsod

naman sd- paglikas ng

. mga sibilyan sa takgt na

maupxt sakaling magbak-
ng agkabt

pan
Nagpapatuloy siaman
nsibaing militar

L pe
¢ laban ‘sa BIFF:na nasa

hikod ng:paghahasiking.....
“teronsmo 5@’
I

Cer_siral

' Bay niratrat ng 4 smmam,
| 1dede, 2 sugatan

: 5 NORTH COTABATO

] Cannery Road Barangay
J Poblacion :sa-bayan ng’

| Polomolok, South Cotabato,
s Ran Jan Palacios, spokes-

{ ayon sa ulat kahapon, . -
Kinitata ang namatay
ra sl ’Aries JohnAng, 23,

ng-Avocado St Gitizens
Vilkage, F'olomolok habang ™

sugatan naman sina -Joha -

Angelo Felisilda, 18, senfor. -
: high.student;- a! Fredd;e
.. ang mga sundalo habang -
~nagpapatuloy ang imbesti-

Slmacas. 27. -
Nakatakdarsg kasuhan
_ang mga sundalo na sina

" PFC Reynold: Londres 23

StaﬂSergeaniTranoe PFC_

7 fal
Battalion g thppine'
ATy
Smabl naman ni 2nd L.

person ng 27th 1B Philip-
pirie Army,: ginagampanan-
lamang ng mga sundalo
ang kanilsng trabahe nang
naganap ang pamamar. ..
Sa ngayor: 8y nasa cus-
todiya g Polomolok PNP..

gasyon. (Rhoderick Bafiaz)
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~Agad naman; sn‘ang smalubong ng JTF Tawi Tawi: sa3 ;
'parnumuno ni‘Parcon ‘at rig Naval Station Juan Magiuyan'_-"

sa Brgy. Batu-Batil, Panglima Stigalang lalawigah.~

«Samantala;nag-courtesy.call dinang: Royal- Malaysxan

' Navy at indonesian: Navy kay - Tawi-

cy.

g4 delegado ng Malaysia” - ang ds
‘ayon sa’opisyal kahapon:.- Tian’buke
(JTF) Tawi-Tawi'Com- - §
rnander g Gen:-Ciistodio Parcon; dakong’ alas-Bi43Y ng
-umaga kamakalawa nahg dumaong sa Tawi =Tawiang-
daiawang Navy frigates ng delegasyon ng Royal- Malaysian -
Navy sa pamumuno ni Captain Zahari Bin Samsuri at ng

Tentara Nacional: lndonesaa na pmamumunuan nz Colonei -General Carlifo G. Gaivez .Jr commander of the Westem

SIS part of oiir mechamsms e} strengt nthe| marmme
operations’and curiall piracy and 6ther crimes perpetrated
by extremists through a limited trilateral patrol with Malay-
sian and Indonesian navy forces,” pahayag naman ni L,

-Mmdanao Command.’

Sinabl ni'Galvez na mas atatagin pa amya ang

: -kooperasyon ng PfEtpmas $a:kapitbahay na ‘bansa upang
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~kanyang-rehiyondabansa-rsmuggling;shumari: drafficking, oo

transhipment of drugs, piracy at sg high profﬂe kidnapping.
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www.dwdd.com.ph
CAPTURED | NPA leader arrested in Misamis
Occidental

Eoenes 0 Alvin Santiago on WovETne BTl

_ o MISANIS
OCCIDENTAL -

- BASBURRTA
LR

ZEFRDANLL,

i vt TERAD

JIMENEZ, Misamis Occidental (DWDD) ~Authorities were able to apprehend a New People’s
Army terrorist commander in an operation at Purok B, Barangay National, Jimenez, Misamis

Occidental,

. The. suspects was identified _a__s__Antbhio Andmg alias Kumander Brix, a resident of Barangay
Upper Linson, Tambulig, Zarmboanga Del U, s i s

Anding did not resist arrest when presented with a Warrant of Arrest for the crimes of rebellion,
robbery, frustrated murder and attempted murder.

‘The suspect is currently in the custody of the Molave Municipal Police Station while awaiting the
e _d_e'c_i's_icjn-and-'orders-o_f thecolrtABS v
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www.interaksyon.com

WHOSE WEAPON KILLED HAPILON? | Hosting Li,
Duterte claims anew ’twas Chinese rifle, reviving questions
- By Reuters November-15; 2017, 949 PM

pr 23 :
Philippine President Rodrigo Dutert nese Premier Li Kegiang upon arrival during Li Keaiang's official visit, at
the Maiacanang presidential pajace in Manila, Philippines November 15, 2017, REUTERS/Romec Ranoco

MANILA — Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte on Wednesday heaped praise on visiting
Chinese Premier Li Kegiang for what he said was China's “critical” role in expediting the end of

a five-month war with [slamist insurgents in a Philippine town.

Duterte credited China with supplying what he said was the rifle that on Oct. 16 killed Islamic

U hark of appreciation forits helpHin theswar in-Marawi ity oo

“| am going to return to you the rifle so that the Chinese people would know, it was critical, itis a
symbol of the critical help,” Duterte told Li. the first Chinese premier to visit the Philippines in a

decade.

- There are doubts -however, about if it really was a Chinese sniper rifle that killed Hapiton, and .. ...

" Uncertainty about whether the military has used any of the 6,100 guns Beijing has donated - -
since June.

The Philippine defense minister recently said all those weapons were given to the police.

Sources from the military also explained to InterAksyon in an earlier interview that normally,
soldier-snipers need months to familiarize themselves with the features of new weapons if they

have been trained to handle, and been using, other models in the past.
Hapilon was killed by members of the 8th Scout Ranger Company. “Scout Ranger Books”, a

Facebook page of one of the ranger officers, gave a blow-by-blow account of the operation and
said the shot that killed Hapilon came from a gun mounted on an armored vehicle.
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Members of the unit aiso told media the shot came from a fixed weapon controlled remotely.
Such weapons are typically 50-calibre machine guns.

However, Duterte told Li on Wednesday, “The arms you gave us, helped abbreviate, shorten
the military fight there.”
Russian arms, too?

On Friday, Duterte said something similar to Russian President Vladimir Putin. He told him
Russia had “helped us turn the tide and to shorten the war” by supplying weapons that

Philippine soldiers used to kill militant snipers in Marawi.

The Russian arms were actually delivered two days after military operations were declared
over.

The conflict was the biggest and longest battle in the Philippines since World War Two. More
than 1,000 people, most of them rebel gunmen, were kilied and 353,000 civilians were

displaced.

Duterte told Li China’s help came at “the crucial moment when we needed most and there was
nobody to help us at that time”.

Australia, US provided technical support

His remarks may not sit well with the United States and Australsawhach from the early stages

o the conflict were providing technical stipport to Philipping forces, including surveillance sy

aircraft to pinpoint locations of militants.

Li said China would provide 150 million yuan ($22.7 million} to help with reconstruction in
Marawi, He praised Duterte for last year putting aside festering disputes with China and visiting

Beijing, a trip he said was an “ice-breaker”.

" Philippirie security analyst Renato De Castro said the information Diterte gave to L aboutthe

rifles was inaccurate, but consistent with his policy of “total appeasement” of China.

“I'm really surprised, | don’t know whether it's flattery or an outright lie,” he told news channel
ANC. — With InterAksyon
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www.interaksyon.com
China pledges P1.15-B for Marawi; Duterte to gift rifle that killed
_ Hapilon to Beijing |

published November 15, 2017 6:55pm
By TRISHA MACAS, GMA News

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang on Wednesday announced his government's P1.15 billion donation
to Marawi City.

"The Chinese govermnment will provide 150 million RMB Yuan of grants for the rebuilding and
improvement of livelihood in Marawi to demonstrate the support of the Chinese people,” he said
after his bilateral meeting with President Rodrigo Duterte in Malacanang.

"wWe have full confidence that under your leadership, Mr. President, and the leadership of your
government, the rebuilding of Marawi will be completed at — in a very early date and the local

people will embrace even better fife.” he added.

Marawi City was attacked by 1S1S-inspired Maute group on May 22, forcing Duterte fo return to
the Philippines without completing his official visit to Russia and to declare martiat law all over

Mindanao.

“In his opering statement during his bilateral meeting with Li, Duterte mentioned thatone ofthe

. rifles that China gave {o the Phiippines kiled Abu Sayyaf leader and supposed ISIS emir

Isnilon Hapilon.

"And | am happy to report to you that one of the rifies that you gave us killed Hapiion, was the
leader or the emir that they named in the Philippines.

. -Duterte said he would look for the soldier who fired the shot and return the rifle to the Chinese _

"and let me also assure you that during the critical stage of the Marawi incident, where we
needed help badly, it was China who responded immediately for our cry for help," he said. —

MDM, GMA News
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www.interaksyon.com

Rebels seen in Negros militiaman’s slay as security tightened in
Davao region after cop’s killing

. 8:08 AM

By-Philippine News Agency | Novamber 13, 207

DUMAGUETE CITY — The New People’s Army is believed to have executed a militiaman whose body was found

late Monday, November 13, in Siaton town, Negros Oriental.
in the Davao region, the Army’s 10th Infantry Division and Police Regional Office 11 intensified

security operations following the killing of a police officer in Davao City by suspected rebel
assassins.

In Negros, police reports said Gelino M. Vailoces, 52, of Sitic Ondol, Barangay Talalak, Sta.

Catalina, was seized from his home Monday moming.

The body of the member of the Special CAFGU Armed Auxiliary assigned to a detachment i~

during operations but also during administrative movement and when visiting their families. o

Sitio Cuadra, Barangay Mantiquil, Siaton, was found later that day with gunshot wounds in the
head and right knee.

in Davao, Major General Noel Clement said: I have directed our troops to be vigilant not only

PRO 11 director Chief Superintendent Manuel Gaerlan said he has ordered all city and

municipal police stations and provincial offices to preempt rebel actions.

The measures followed the death of Police Officer 3 Wilfredo Garol Jr. of the Baguio police
station, who was gunned down in Barangay New Valencia, Tugbok district on Monday.

That same day, rebels also seized PO2s Alfredo Lauro Degamon Jr. and John Paul Mondaya
Doverte in Placer town, Surigao del Norte.
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