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relations with all the claimant

that it has very good hilateral

, enhance maritime dialog andi
‘cooperation, and pursue a stable:
growth of bilateral relations.”

LoRBoth  sides . affirm..that.

countries,” Rogue revealed.

that they are pursuing bilateral
relations, they have: done so with
allthe other claimant countries. And
China assured us. that they have
excellent bilateral relations with all
the claimant countries ag'of todiy”
the Palace official added.

Asean member states Malaysia,
Indonesia snd Vietnam also claim
Sovereign rights over portions of tie
. South China Sea.
Similarly, Taiwan is also a
contending South China Sea
. claimamt. Nonetheless, the “One
China Policy” — which solely
recognizes the Beijing government
—is in effect.
With claimants apparently open
to the thonght of the bilateral
option, Roque said the vest of Asean

.Appears to be supportive.of §t....

"I "among Sontheast Asian ecountries
that there is now easing of tension
as a reswlt of the South China Sea
disputes,” Roque said.

I think the fact that countries

- have now adopted their eurrent

- positjons has led to further stability
Lo

“While they {China) have said -

Apart from the Philippines, ..

“I think there is consensus

|:2mong. all claimant: conntries :and::

S stability in the regionand has

contentious maritime issnes are not
the sum total of the Philippines.

China bilateral relationship,” if -

. added. - ;
“Both sides agree to continue
diseussions on confidence building.
measures to increase mutnal Lok
and éénfidénce and to axereize solf-
vestraint in the condncet of activities
in the South China Sea that would
complicale or escalate disputes and.
atfect peace and stubility.”
. Roque also said that Mr.
Duterte never took advantage of the
- 2016 Intevnational Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea’s (ITL0S) ruling that
favored Manila's protest over
Beijing's sweeping claim oven
portions of the Scuth China Sea nor
endorsed it as a reference in the
Asean’s Col2,
An international law expert,
Roque explained that citing the

for the rest of Asean claimants an

lj
SRt R R & Chi
commitntent to adhere Lo e
regional bloc’s CoC. :
v “To begin with, the arbitrat il g
Is only binding on the Philippinis
. and-China. That 3s the elfect of
arbitral awards. It's only binding on;
- parties thereto,” Roque said, [

“hed
tension, as far as claimant countries
are converned,” he added.

Meanwhile, Manila and Bedjing
praised each other for already

kieking off bilateral negotiations

over its maritime feud ahead of an
Asean Code of Conduct,

In the China-Philippines Joint
staterent a day after the bitateral
meeting between President Duterte
and Chinese Premier Li Keqiang
who was in Manila and departed

«yesterday, pointed out that “[bjoth
sides welcome the implementution
of the consensus between President
Rodrige Rou Duterte angd President
Xi Jinping t~ establish a bilateral
constliation mechanism on ihe
South China Sea as a way to nranage
and prevent incidents al B8,

tremendous yeduclion in. -

South China Ses bevause it's otly-
hirding on China and the Philippines.”
© “The award itsell is self-
execuloey. The Philippines does HINN
have to o anything else (o
implement Lthat decision. That’s the!
distinction between intexnational
and domestic law. i
“The statement or the ruling of;
the arbitral hody is completely;
execuiory, nothing else is left to bel
done by anyone,” Mr, Duterte’y
chief spokesman detailed in length,
11 decuments adopted, :
laccord signed f

The Asean under Lhe leadership

of the Philippines in 2017 has;
adopted a tolal of 1) auleome;
documents and signed 2n instrument
fucused on ihe prowmolion and

=-arbilrab-ruling will-have-rig-afives = CATvong olbivrs U

osaid. | Clim
i “The arbieeal JiNg: does vk Sesi
promote mnitilateral solution o s

protection of migrant, workers’ rights
in the region. .
. On Thursday, twe days after the

~conetasion ofthe distAsean Summit-—

in Manila, the bloe released the
chairman's statemeay where the
report vil a "prodactive and {ruittyl
deliberations” was neted.

The bloc adopted the Asean
Declaration o Prevent and Combay
sybercrime, ihe Declavation on
novation, the Action Agenda on
Mainstreusing Women's Eeonomic
Empowerment in asean and ihe
Beclaration on “Culbure of
Prevention' lor a Peaceful,
Inclusive, Rusilient, Healthy and
Harmonions Suciery,

Bocuments focused on heaith
were alsu recagnized and adopted
by the leaders hamely the
Decluration on Anti-Microbial
Resistanye (ALY, the Asean
Leaders' Dochuarion oy Disagier
Health Mansgement, snd the Asean
Lenders’ Declaration on EBuding Al
Forms of Mahetsition,

e hieads also

Bevelopment
Declaration un the Gender-
Responsive Implementation of Lhe
Asear Conununity Vision 2025
and Sustainable Development
Goals, the Joint Statement on

fudex, 1the

ate Chang _
Session of the Conference of tho
Parties Lo the United Nations
Framewurk Convenlion Gl
Glimate Clunge (UNPOCG Gu-
23) und the Juint Statelnent oy
Pramoting Wowon, Peace
Seeurily in Ascan.

Lastly, the AseanConsensus on
the Protection and Promotion of Ll
Rights of Migrant Workers hailed a3
Lhe centerpiece of the Philippines’
chaitmanship was signed.

The chairman statement reads
that its approval “registered” the
teaders’ conunilment o the
grotection and promotion of the
rights of Aseanmigrant workers in
ihe region.

Following ity fnalization, the
Asean Labor Ministers will new
proceed with the development of an
action plan Lo trunslate the Aswan

i)

LIONn oLl j_.'--_--I*‘i_i_ipit}_o;pe;;pi(;_'.jb_r.-th‘eh-’éo-cp'ei‘:eji‘n
AseanYouth

Lo the 2%pd. seandeoteld havea fegiiivg BT

Consensus inty convrete action.
Asean Surnmit susinss sarus Budy
workd rocognition — Paluce
e e menifuus Sisiss Y ST
recently conciudud 3la Asseeiabion
of the Asedn Seuunid wid Zelated
suminits has carued Frasidont
Duteste respect 25 & “recognized
leader” tn the world EOINHIGLLY,
Malacafiang said Thursday,

Iaa Mabaes tniefing Rogue snid-
that owing to the suesessful hosting
vl the Philluphies of the
AstanSuamil,” the world comuunity
Row racognizes ot only the fact thar
the Phifippine President is not Jusi
a President of 1he Phitippines, «
teader of Suathcast Asia, but ajsc
# recognized teader ip Ll
HIernaiiunat LotiLy,

A oy bave also given notie
that the Philipphies is able
slpeiently host o wmegging of thi
state and scope. Al the fael tha
there was 10 wiloward inciden
IBeves that the Philippines s sub

AL XIRT e added e

The Palace oificial than%eci tfz.

in keeping the peace throughont th
course of the Summii,

Eogue said Eetping the peac
B vital In any wajor gathering ¢
world eaders s any untowar
incident wottld Lie P
embarrassment Lo Lthe host county
the towriswingusiryss oo

‘Al thal conid have happene
Wad Ghe exXplestunl, even It no o
was B, o us W have g mah
disaster I vier hands, But than)
w the congeration of e Filipir
peuple, we wvorted such Incidents
he said.

“Now thui wil the guests a
gone, there’s g sigh of reliel b
there wus nui ane WET) Wik
Incident. Asd the Faen Qial there w:
le witoward meidenr proves th
the Plilippines is safe to VisiL,” Rug
saidl

"Congratwations te the rest
the Filipinu peuple,” h added, b
alio  excended Malacafang
apalugy Lo ihe peuple who Wi
mconvenicuced {)y the vario
Iteasiires put i place lor the ever

Witds PP
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Chairman’s statement skirts
China’s militarization in SCS

By Sara Susanne D. Fabunan

YHE ASsTaanan o1 Soihicast A ian N
sNatonshastakerasoltsance op CRIng S o i
£ mhiarizaton of the disputed South China
Sea, faihing o come up even with a date lor much-
batlyh oed 1 hegotiubions Lo begin with Buimw

ony bmdmy ¢ udk of ( unduu io Fcountries with

The (.'!::m'umns shitleenn :amd, relerring w oan carlicr, now-
wineh was released T hygesdas Binding Dlecluanon of Code ot
oF B dinve alter e Sy Accan Conduet wid U,

Sttnnnl concluded, sund the Jate

W dicussed e multers re-
For nepetistons would e ane Tabag o the South Ching Sew and
Bounced Hoealy 200y dining took nowe ol the improving rels-
the 20t Asetin=Uhing sinnsnt i tons beiw ceh

Suean and Clins
\ ety

aidon thes regand, are encouraped
by the adopuon of e Faniework
mettune e Jooked oowend wo ol the Code o3 Conduct for the

e anhomee il vl e st ol South Ching ses JUOCE wihieh
<ostbslnine Begoiations o e

R i i ol the 2000 Sae-

TInoview o e pusiine i

will daarlate the seorl aud ie-
gotialion for the conclusion ol s
CoAb-Unna Sammt s e subsee substaiine and electve Ll
uent voineiting of the 230d Ase- the stalement sad,
an-Chans domt Workag Grop The stalement ran comiter
Beeting on the hoplewseniation the sarbier winouticenients  that
ool e DO Vietios i ocarly e Ascen vwould ainounce the
DGR e Chamin s st Next page
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Asean”...

successfully tested the hotineg
among foreign ministries on

“Fronril

1

CQOC negotiations.

A spokesman for the De-
partmeni of Foreign Affairs,
Robespierse, Bolivar, however,
said if a joint working group on

the DOC devored is time {6t~

COC, “how can you say that’s
clearly not the start of the COC
negotiation?"!

“That's . thé . name of the

‘working group but the COC is ‘

part of its agenda,” he sajd.

- His explanation, however,
was not reflected in the custom- -

ary Asean jelnt communique,
that referred omly to the “full
implementation of the DOC™
The Dectaration of Code of
Conduct was sigoed in 2002
between China and Asean |, a
non-binding edict aimed at re-
ducing tensions in the region

300, preventing. claimant-coun-
tries—China, the Philippines, -
i Viemam Mataysia; Brueiand -

Taiwan—{rom aggressively
pursuing their claims,

The DOC, however, has not
stopped China from building
military structures on same of

"| the disputed isles in the South

China Sea. ]
The COC, on the other hand,

In the 28-page Ascan Chair-

fman’s statement, there is no

- mention of China’s militariza-

“tion of the' South China Sea,

- only.areference to the vague

need . for - “non-militarization
and self restraint

The Asean Chairman-—the
“Philippines holds the rotating
position this year—also took
note that Asean and China have

SRR

: 2kt the DOC princi-
“ples binding on all signatoriss. -

how to manage marilime emer-

T . .° gendies.
Jspecific date for the start of the; -

“In oup view, these ars' prag-
tical measures that could re-

-.Guce tensions, and the risk of

acoidents, misunderstandings
and miscalculation” the state-
mentsaid,

~ The creation of the COC, the
Asean said, must be “legally
binding™ to put a stop 16 “uni-

¢ lateral actions” in the South

China Sea.
Signing China up 10 a vode

: that it must abide by, and can be
-eniorced, has long been a goal

for Asean’s claimant members
Vietnam, the Phifippines, Bry-

.. nel, and Malaysia,

China claims most of the oil-
resource-rich South China Sea
where a total o $5 triltion worth
of trade passes through the dis-
puted waters every year, ciling

host of the Asean Summit, the

- Lustomary jolat communique

was released shortly belbre the
closing ceremonies.

the delay, but said Wednesday
that the statement was “still be-
myg proofread.”

The Philippines s aiso a
claimant _counlry. in..the dis-
puted sea.

But since-he assumed the
presidency, President Rodrigo
Duterte has downplaysd ns
claim, and even ihe Philip-
pines’ victory in the arbitration
case against Ching, for the sake
of boosting economic ties with
Beijing, which has offered Ma-
nila biltions in loans and grants.

Meanwhile, during the of
ficial state visit of Li, both the
Philippines and China have
agreed 1o avoid force to resolve
their differences over the dis-
puted South China Sea.

113 ning-dash line policy based
ient Chinesemap.
But the Arbitral Tribunal } as

and declared Ching’s claim
as excessive and illegal 1o the
United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea.

The Chairman's statement .

was rtleased to the public at

- around 11:05 a.m. on Thursday,
-almost:twosdays. afler theeora
-clusion of Agean-Summit-and

hours after Chinese Premier Li
Keqgjang left the Philippines,

It was a first lime in history
of the Asean Summit that the
customary chairman’s state-
nent was released a tew days
late,

In the Summit last April,
the chairman’s siatement was
already available the morning
after the summit concluded.

In 2016, when Laos ig (he

‘reélationshiip,” < the  Siatement

Based on the joint statement

released o the public, both

e s TN THURALNGS . countries  apreed.sithal. Sthere:
“riled ‘i favor of the Philippines

should be no violence or threats
of violence and the dispute
should be resolved via 1alks
between the relevant suverelgn
countries.”

“Boilr sides believe that the
maritime dispute is not the full
surt of the China-Philippines
PSP A o

Before leaving the country,
Li said China is committed to
helping the Asean sustain eco.
nomic growth in the region.

Ins his speeeh during the 12th
East Asia Summit Tuesday, £
called on the East Asian coun-
tries to uphold 1he current trend
of economic globalization and
regional integration and pursee
trade and investment liheraliza-
Lion and facilitation, elfectively

Y

counfering the “de-plobaliza-

-tion”. policy. advocaied-by- US--

President Donald Trump.
“We must uphold this wpen,

. Bolivar, declined (o explaia’ ifelusive and Win-win coopera-

tion at & higher level and work
toward an cazly establishment
of an East Asia Economic Com-
munity,” Li said, noting that

EAS since its inception 12 years -

ago has grown into «n impor-
tant platform for dialogue and
ceoperation for countries from
within and outside the region.

To auain these poals, China
proposed  six-point  proposal,
namely: speed up regional in-
tegration; promoie sustainable
development; advance socizl
development; jointly tackle
non-traditional security threats;
develop new approaches to se-
curity; and improve the Tegion-
al security architecture.

Senate Pregident Aguiling

Pimentel 111, who met with

ks said-the-Philippines: shoulkd-

make up for the time lost due

South China Sea.

Pimentel said ties should be
“immune 0 the issues of the
day, and buill on the friend-
ship™ of the two nations, not

“just it goveraments,
The meeting, hosied by Li,

.. ¥as beld at the Conrud Hotel in of ...
- Pasay City, and included Senate | .
T Majority Floor Leader Vicente

Souto 11, Senatars Juan Miguel
Zubiri, Emmanuel Pacquiza,
and Sherwin Gaichatiaq,

“Our discussion focused on
haw we can bring China and the
Philippines closer together, not
just through normal diplomatic
channels, bui also channels Hke
party-to-party and parliamens-
to-pasliament,” said Pimeatel,
With Rey E. Requejo and Ma-
con Rames-Araneta
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steps up anti-NPA ops

BY VICTOR REYES

NEWLY-INSTALLED AFP Bast-

ern Mindanao Commuand chief
Le. Gen. Benjamin Madsigal vowed
10 Sicp up Operanons against the
New People’s Army which recently
launched atracks in the Caraga repion.
Interviewed after taking over
the helm of the Eastmincom from
now Armed Forces chief Gen. Rey
Leonardo Guerrero, Madrigal said
stopping rebel recruirment znd
extorton will be given priority,
“We will address their recruit-
meni, stop the recruitment espe-
cially in the IP (indigenous people)
areas... M their recriitment con-
tnues, there will be no end o this

‘problem,” said Madrigal.

s Madrial sald there is.aneedito o

o destroy Lli‘c'siippbit'SySrcm and the
underground mass organization
of the communises but admited
other stakeholdess, including lo-
cal government units, will have o

support the drive,
“Tlus is nos only abour yigi-
< Jance We also need 10 address the

livelihood {problem), deliver basic
services so that we can gamn the

-support of-the people; especially in

the far-flung areas” said Madrigal,

Madrigal also vowed w stop
€XOrton activites, which s the
major source of funds of the rels-
cls. These relsel exrortion activities
are usually aimed av big companies,
businessmen, and even local gov-
erament officials,

“Secundly, we will addeess theix
extortion, The reason why some
aze jolning the NPA is because of
money. S0 we have w address their
extoriion actvities. M we address
thart, it will have an effect on theis re-
cruiament capability” said Madrigzal.

e300 D INPA - fiphters,. Mad-o-

rigal said combar operations will

bcmﬁcﬂﬁlf‘lc&mlhciidstmmcam}.%c;::bcl::dlaudbéucrcd A

areas. "Our focused military opera-
tions to address this group will be
conrinuouvs,” he said.

The areas of responsibility of

Easunincom ure the enure Caraga

and Davao regions and pares of
Northern Mindanao and Sucesk-

SR IO

Q

NG

Madnigal could not say the rum-
ber of rebels opersing in the Basi-
mincom area bur said the bulk OF
the entire NPA steength is operaung
there, Milisary estmares placed the
sength of the NPA berween 3,000
o 000 thruughout the COUnLry.

As to the recenr arrocides of the
rebels in the Caraga region, Mad-
migal said these are meant winstll
fear amony pourential victns, nog-
ing that many companics are not
hieeding their extordon demunds,

NPA rebels recently stepped
up attacks in the Caraga region,
ncluding an ambush on Thuesday
last week in Talakag, Bukiloon.
The ambush left 2 pulicerman and

o) TEe mondEold-b als ¥ gl IJLlCdd T ——

and five others injured.

policemen in Placer, Surigao del
Norre, attacked 2 mbitary dutach-
mentin Alegria, Agusan del Norre,
both on Monday; and burned nwo

encks and amacked 2 mibnary de-

rachment in separate incidents on

“Gihers

Juesday in jabonga, Agusandel o
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 Jail quard killed

- by NPA rebels

. Suspected New People’s
Army (NPA) rebels shot dead
ajail guard in Placer, Masbate
on Wednesday:

Jail Officer 3 Allan Albyu-
10, 46, had just boarded his
Mazda Pick-up in front of
his house in Barangay Mata-
ganglang at about 7:20 a.m.

and shot him severa| Limes,

szivebulletshisllsfery sane

ber .45 pistol were recovered
at the scene.

Witnesses saig around

30 rebels served as lockouts

F OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFA

W h_e_ﬂ two men.approached: -

Amao

during the shooting.

Meanwhile, Pfe. Ryan Bel-
£4, 23, died in an encounter
with rebels in Baran gay Bala-
ndc, Ligao, Albay on tuesd ay.

Soldiers of the 83rd 1nfan-
try Baltalion were tondueting
combat operations when (he
clash occurred.

ol leils S B Tileésdéy, o N —

and set on five two deli very
trucks in Barangay Agdunm,
Miagao,

—Emmanuel Tupas, Celso

&

e. Securing the land

H

IR& ~ Emait add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02} B45-8555 Local: 5285, 5295
Army Core Purpose: Serving the peop!

A e




Artny Vision By 2028 & world-class Ay that 1s @ sowce of nalional P
i OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

* U o Al *‘}{;;mwmh
P‘ November 2017 - ,

m IN

i _.ncnef yestercia) thaL there are.
Clsne mere Maute stragglers inside -
5 City.

in: i)attle area IMBA) where:

g ﬂghting 100k pface Tne

encguiter took place lest

. 2047 whiep-12. Maute
'3'5tragglers were killée following -

“ heavy pxchange of.guntire in
neinbattie area {MBA).-

lonel Romex: Brawner, the .

L q}eputy commander of Jomt Task

o
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By bhJ Yap,

Allan Nawal

and Divina Suson
@Team_inquirer

Pictures of Marawi's destruc-
tion came to life for Vice Presi-
dent Lenj Robredo when she
visited the City's  so-called
Ground Zero for the first time
after it wag declared free from

s ..5_._ﬁ~ghat_'ovem"hé'lming}“"-' e

fOur that she said was “some-.

Islamic, State-:--=(-1'=S)~:~--;:errsris“t§] “a " unified effort, Sara ang Taguig

sMavorlankCayerigiar o

“whole of natign” appreach o

rebuilding Marawi.

She said efforts to help the
city should be unified “in order
to avoid duplication * Robredo’s

VISt coincided with thar of Sara |

Duterte, Davao City mayor and
Mz, Duterre’s daughter. The
twe, however, did not crosg
paths in Marawi.

“Of course we have seep pic-
tures, hur actually seeing it ig
different,” Robredo saig in a
Statement releaseqd by her office
onher trip to Marawi.

i

OFFIC

S

e i e
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“I was evep asking: If this s

what 1 fee] a¢ 4 Donresident,..

President Duterre last
month declared Marawi liberar-
ed from IS afrer five monthg of
fighting berween LRITOFiStS and
EOVEInment forces,

Duplication

After the trip, the vice presi-
denr said there was a need for 3

1\

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopl

Cathedraj but some

; A PAT e

s wWhatmers those p eople whore.....
“alty iivé'héré?”'Rbbredo said.

In the city 1o give aig in a sepa-
rale mission.

Robredo, who arrived earli-
er, and Sara appeared to have

SImUar itineraries iy Marawi”

They boty visited St Mary’s

“ThEVice
Wwith privare Sector partners,
et with resideryy dilowed g
return 1o the city at the Islamic
Center and distributed Supplies
for Mindanag Stare University’s
training center Robrade later
met behind closed doors with
local officials.

Sara proceeded to the village
of Basak Malutjut and mer with

mid Robredols callfoy g

-com - Tel no. (02) 845

President, who wag

& Secunng the land.

0555 Local: 5285

. 5295
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ﬁce President Ma. Leonor “Leni” Ro-
“prede set foot I the Maraw City battle area
" ‘on Thursday to distribute aid packages to dis-

placed residents and find ont thexr other needs
-and‘cohcerns. ,

cmonthsdong. clasties between government,
troops and the local terrorist group.

-FSiyermnpre may naldlita na tayo sa pic-
: tures perd iba pa rin kapag actual mong na-

* naramdaman ko [kahit) hindi ako taganto 410

‘d of hervisit.

"Partners of Robredo’s- antipoverty PEO-
"“gram, “Angat Buhay,” {rom the private sector
- aceompanied her during her visit to turnover

* Leni VESHS9 exten Is
to Marawi folk

R -‘,_Rnbredo sa;d shé felt Dverwhe]med when'
-:she personally saw the devasfation left by the -

.Kita. Iyong tinatanong ko nga, kg ito iyong

va[parak:samega: tagari% talaga?” shies

£500,000 worlh of medicines 10 Amai Pakpak
Medical Center and the City Health Center of
Marawi.

Theyalsoexlended the financial assistance
from the Naga Cily government and school
supplies for grade school students.

The Office of the Vice President’s partner,

RATF International Forwarding, also pledgedto -

pay for the rental of the vehicle that will trans-
port displaced residents back to the besieged
city.

The Vice President said that the “whole-
of-nation” approach is needed (o rebuild the

..:anao del Sur capital, urging unify.and con- ...

prioritize livelihood develapment for the initial
nine bharanguys whose residents have retiirnetd
o the city after months of evacuation.

vergence m assmtmg the atfected commu-
sinttiesgais

The Vzce Premdent sald 11, is unportant t

12
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residents _-at':._the Village's ele-
mentary schoal, .

2 sets of aid

“raymetseparately with Robreds

oo LoCal - officials; -+ ed- g
Marawi Mayor Majul Gandam-

LEN ROBREDG IN MARAWI; Seeing Marawi in ruing is different from the pictures. —eHOTO FROM OVP

cash, school suppiies from Ro-
bredo’s growp and two checks
worth P5 million each from the
group of Sar

Tl her Statement, Robredo
. said it was. important for-plans:

and Sara’s group.
They received medicines,

e e

i

ki

B

t'o:ﬁeiﬁih'g 'ﬂiezpeo ple of Marawi

Ners ‘1o involve residents of
Marawi in the process of re-
building their communities,

A recover from-theiy griefite-
“The longer it takes us o re-
habiitate; the fiofe (s

B45-9555 Local: 52835, 5295

She said the sooner the reha-
bilitation work was done, the
beteer it would he for residents

will feel downtrodden,” Robe-
do said.

Jobs, Robredo said, were key

She atso

Ssaid the new group,.

Tigé again. _

. “Biggast help'

“The biggest help, really, is
Hvelihood,” Robredo sajd.

Sara's group also believed
Lhat employment wag key to the
quicker rebuilding of Marawi,

Taguig City, Sara said, was
offering  skijls Lraining  and
childhood care, Her Visit to sru-
dents of Basak Malutlut Ble-

cImentary  School, the Davao

mayor said, was 1o "inspire
them to study harder and finish
their educarion.”

.

12

build a meniorial ip Marawi "to
SEIVE &s an antiterror angd peace
nonument.”

After visiting soldiers who
Fought and were sijll stationed
in Marawi, Robredo was asked if
she saw the need to lift martial

law in Mindanag now that -

Marawi had been liberated. She
refused to give 3 caregorical an-
swer, saying the military was in
the best position to know, NG

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emait add: vacpa.army2i12@gmait.co
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* that She fosied for her father
“Tapang %t~ Malasakit, would
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rhiad

THE WATHIN'E LEAIMMNG NEWEPAFYR

; DiAYAO CITY - Mayor Sara -

Mayor Sara makes
surprise visit to

Duterte honored the fallen.

' soldiers and those killed dur-:
ing the months-leng siege of

Marawi City during an unan-
nounced visit to ground zero on
Thursday.

The Presidential daughter
laid flowers, lit candles, amd of-
fered prayers at the St. Mary’s’
Cathedral i Waraw, City.

The islund remains under
a'state of martia) law, with au-
thorities not yet recsininending

Mayor Duterte arrived in

fhehftlngot the*decial‘a tiopre

also of Tapang at Malasakit Al-
liance for the Philippines. Both
women ware red.

Davao City Information Offi-
cer Jelry Tupas said Cayetano and
Duterte were in the area to ussess
interventions that the group could
provide Lo Marawi City,

Earlier this month, Mayor
Duterte called on the Davao City
Council to authorize the release
of ¥5 million to aid in the reha-
bilitation of Marawi City.

Tupas said Duterte was also

Présent (o personally hand over

10:30 am.
She also visited Malutjot
Elementary Schoo! around noon

r CFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oa

.. Dy T

-and the Marawi City Hall,
L Duterte. was accumpanied
tlg Mayor Lani Cayetano

N

Tunding coming from the city’s
P96 million quick response fund.

ernment of Marawi. Cayetang
also handed over a counterpart
amount fromn Tagunig,

The council hninediately
approved ihe request, with the

: it ea . Davao City's aidto the locul gov- oo sss s ]
rMarawi City Vig neirby Eagu

. indingan Airport at around

(YaSDOC'dmpO) o

the tand
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7+ The Armed Farces of the and other places, thus, preven
" believes that there-are no “them  from knowing  what
- Graup stragglers inside-Mara . happening in the outside world.
7 Inapress briefing, AFP Pub!

“"Hindi pa nila alam exactly.
Office chief Marine Cot. EdgardArevalo anc. ang nangyayari, na tany
said the loint Task Foréa Marawi has pala:ang bakbakan so we a
. not received any report of BNCOUNEErs .~ ana na mataman na nila i
! between possible remnants of the' wilkgither turnover thej
terratist group and government troops . give up or they will suffer 1
in the main battle area where previous:- fate . as that:cf their:
in Lo afet? o because we will nat |
St ule our country,” he.
ook T. Wakefield) .

£
Ll

el Re the deputy
Loornmanger. of Joint - Jask " Force: |
- Renagsaid: - e
©Brawner befieves that they arepart

~of the femaining Maute-IsIe Group*

(-Lerrorists who attacked Marawi:

st May.23. »

Among - thése Killed i Y
laute; alias “Aby Jamil Slof e

. Brothérs Omar. and Abdullah Magite
“Arevalo . said Brawner fold him
‘that. there s & great possibility
that all- Maute staggiers have been
neutralized, ‘ .
SThat was exactly my question
- kanina kay Col. Brawnar at ang sabi
nya sa ngayon ang nakikita nil
2y na-neutralize na natin iahat ng
- Straggers na nandyan . sa Marawi,”
< Arevala said, E
- "But be that as it may kung meron
‘P2 ring natitira we would ke to ask
them turn themselves in," he addad,
Arevale said in many cases, g
straggler usually hides in basements

\S
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MARAW!L CITY-~The city’s
iconic Grand-Mosque, heavily
damaged by the five-month
fighting between government
forces and Islamic Srate-in-
spived militants here, will rise
again from the ruins of war, lo-
cal officials assured.

Lanao del Sur Vice Gov.
Mamintal Adiong Jr. said the
mosque, also knowy as Islamic
Center among Marawi residents
and which prominently sat on a

. 2,200 square metfer area on Amai
Disalongan Street here, was be-
yond repair, prompting the con-
struction of anothe

"ensiire people’s safety :
i Fhe dome. and, the.major...
" parts of the structure had been

riddled with bullets. The dam-
age weakened the mosque's
structure ... We need to build a
new one,” Adio,ng,_v_a; civil engi-

5 it

MARAWIICON  Lanao det Sur officiais say repairing the iconic

Grand Mosque, which was heavily damaged by the fighting™
between government troops and ter

Funds are being_pooled to build a ne
dmpractical o v MATEM

L MO SqUE L IEOFFREY AT R
....._.'.'.Rﬂﬁai_fihg:3'.the:.--:mdsque,"-he-' R e

© said, was impractical.

Adiong, who along with oth-

neer, said. rorists, is impractical.
W Structure to replacethe o

er Lanao del Sur officials visited
the former main battle area
here, said an initial fund to re-
build the Grand Mosque had
been aflocated by “Muslim
countries.” The vice governor,
however, did not identify the
donors or specified the amount
of fund pledged.

Marawi City Mayor Majul
Gandamra who alse toured the

-t

main battle area, said he saw 2
large number of iconic srruc-

tures that were destroyed by

the fighting,

“I have mixed feelings about
what [ have seen,” Gandamrz
said.

He said among the impor-
tant structures damaged by the
War were ancestral homes, in-
cluding his family home.

Adiong said some hniirlinoes

and houses near the Grand
Mosque, including “Xuta,” the
ancestral home of his clan, was
ftattened by the fighting and
alrstrikes conducted by the
military,

"itis sacred for us because ir
s where our ancestors were.
buried,” he added.

Adlong  said while most
structures could be rebuily, he
admitted  that residents of

Ky
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Marawi could never replace

~homes and other places where

they rdised their families and
which had sentimenrai vaiue.

' Beyond recognition

- In Barangay Marinaut West,
where-the ¢ity's Rizal Park was
located, debris was everywhere.
‘The bust of Dr. Jose Rizal could
no longer be seen, prompting a
resident to remark that the
war’s firse casualty was the na-
tional hern,

“If you ask who wag the first
1o be decapitated, it was Riza}”
Kadaffy Daromimbang said in
jest as what remained of the na-
tional hero’s bust Was seen
among the debris,

Mayor Benjie Balindong of
Wato Balindong town saig the
village of Marinaut West was
“beyond recognition.”

AAn emorional... M ayor-Ali-*-

Sumandar of Plagapo rtown _
wapDlamed the Mavte te TEGE grotup
" forthe destruction of Marawi,

ldeclogy
“I am incensed at [members

of the] Maute [group] because -

FOFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Ema

they forced thejr ideology [on

the people), which they_beiie\r_c_d__
o WaS S COrTe et s4ig; “Stmandar,
Whose toWn was 4155 attacked

by the group earlier.

Gandamra said rebuilding the
city and bringing it close to what
itused to be before the war broke
out on May 23 would take time.

Army Core Purpose:

“It will take years 1o rebuild

“Marawi info a Better city,” he
Said.

Aside from the national gov-
ernment’'s assurance to help re-
build the city, local officials are
also banking on the commit-
ments of other groups and gov-
-ernments, including the United
States, to bring back Marawi's
grandeur, ‘

"We express high hupes that
they will fulfill their commit-
ment” Candamra added.

Rehabilitation
Usman Saranggani, adminis-
trator of Madalum town, was
saddened by what he saw inside
the former main battle area.
Like Gandamra, he said he
was hopeful ahout the rehahilj-

tation and development of the
city,

'toui’ri’st"&éstin’ati'on, " Sarang-
gani said,

Col. Generoso Ponie, the act-
g commander of the Army’s

military " topk the group of
Lapao detl Syr ofticials to the

tation and rake partin the ciey’s
rehabifitarion

“I's their place so they
should decide on whatl o do
with ir” Ponio saig. m—RICHEL
UMEL AND Diving SUSON INQ)

)

i add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02)

CUTIE Marawt will Tise again T —————

103rd Infantry Brigade, said the

Serving the people Securing the land.

former main battle area 1o ey B
ChEm Assess the extentoldevgg. e

i
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Military says ‘ground zero’

aben

in Marawi stragglers-free

By Francisco Tuyay

FHE Anued Porces dechnrad
Fliursdiy that the cover o lighe

g nNhoaws Uiy dad heen

leared ol Rlume stragglon,
nearly siv ments smee lermonsts
sturnted the fubeshore sauthern
captal vin.

AFF Publc SHwrs Office
Cluet Cob Ldgurd Arevaks sund
after e detant of dhe Islanie
Shate-tspired vompuosite terronst
group Muute aid Aba S vai
Urioags e ndannag seveiny
forces had nor hawred s wr e
votiel with hll:-:-]!(_‘\'l\..‘t! .~..H'u;gful:~:

belreved st ndme 1 the main

battle wea

“Rut be that ws nomay, i there
are st rennenmy, we would like
ooash e o won themselves
B A e o sand

Pleoeanplumed i m niany
Cises. usiraggier usually con-
cedhad themselves e basewents
and olfier pluces. i prevening
theny om grasping Uke presem
ey Honmient 1 Marawr Cliy.

“hey don’t s what is hap-
peniig. e the Bl s alieady

fnsshacd, Do we we hopetul that if

they lapoen w kot real situ-
aton. ey either Wi over their
Brcatim ur g up, othierwise

Next page

s AT U RDEE R TR e e e e e
the last battle were Jbrahim

from A1

the¥will suffar the same fate -

as that of their companions,

J OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmait.com - Tel no. (02

s Earlien e gl
- Brawmj:r,'idéptitjihbmﬁiérzdéf [

lvzaecausg wewill not jet terrops
1sm thrive and role OUr coun-
try” Arevalp explained.

of_ Toint Task Foree Ranao,
sald that 12 Maute terroriges
were pinned down following
a nre'fight that sparked early
morniag of Nov. 3, lasting til2
noon.

-Brawner said the stragplers
were part of the remaining

Mautg-IS terrorist foliowing
the killing of Isnilog Hapilon
and Omar Maute, the emir
of IS in Scutheast Asia and
chiefiain of the Mayte group
respectively.

: Romto

\f

" Brawner, revesled (he pos-

Muute, also kaown as Abu

Jamil, cousin of Maute broth-

ers Omar and Abdullab.
Arevalo, in his talk with

sibihity that all Maule sirag-

neutralized. '

Government  Lroops in
Muaraws are currenily focused
in beir clearing operations
in the Marawi Cily ruing 10
be able to expedite the recon-
siruction and rehabilation of
the war-lorn city.

He said 1 indeed there were
still strapplers hiding and just
buying thme [or their escape,
troops were ready to engage
them, Argvalo said.

i BIRES WHO 00K DRI B the. s
Marawi Cily sicge had baen

) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205
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By JAIME LAUDE

R s e

_ Marawi has-been cleared of both local and forei
terrorist stragglers, the Armed Forces of the Philippines

(AFP) declared yesterday.

Col Edgard Arevalo, AFP
public affairs office head,
said sporadic fighting since
Marawi was declared liberated

from terrorists last month, has..

Stopped.

o ;.-’_fii:?hs:f:@-_i§.-:-r%c:_=sr_nc.>.fre,;ﬁghtingf

~Itisaclear Indication that we

have neutralized the Temairi-

ng stragglers,” Arevalo said.

He said soldiers did not

find a single enemy in the

- main battle area in the last
W0 weekas.

Arenow foctsed onclearing” -

the area of debris, unexplioded
bombs as well

left by the terrorists in prepa-

ration for reconstruction and -

rehabilitation works.
" Twelve foreign-looking ter-
rOTists were recently killed
during a military “sweep” of
the main battle 7one.

At least 30 high-powered
firearms submerged in Lake
Lanac in front of buildings that
Maute militants had occupied

as booby traps.

An Barangay Marinaut were
:also recovered last weekend.

. Arevalo said the AFP lead-
ership believes that among

‘was Ma!ays.i_anbon‘gi}g;}_;‘\_mi_n_;_i lon assistance from the Day,
VLG e e T e City gavernment while Cay-

CBald
.. Philipnine Natiopal Police
. chiief Director General Ronald -

dela Rosa said Baky assumed
leadership of the Maute group

following the death of Isnilon

Hapilon,

- Leni, Sara visit
- battle rone

- As this developed, Vice
President Leni Robredo

-and Davao City Mayor Sara

Duterte-Carpio visited the
main battle area yesterday
morning. They also both
prayed and lighted candles
at St. Mary’s church, but their
paths did not cross,

'l
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B a.sed..-qn‘:_qj-_zr‘{}bgef‘}atﬁdﬁ;_:'f':-diffefen.(.}'é5'_‘.:..5"1;}'.{3.1.1}.& be et
sadithe-stragelers-have baeh
neutralized,” Arevalo said.

Zia Alonto Adiong, Task
Force Bangon Marawi spokes-

man, satd Robredo also visited”

the ‘Amay Pakpak Hespital
and donated medicine and
relief packs,

Carpio, who came with
Taguig Mayor Lani Cayetano,
distributed relief £00ds in Ba-
rangay Basak Malutlut,

the locals into consideration, .
Convergence is necessary to
cover as much ground as pos-
sible in extending assistance

to affected communities,” she
Said.

Power supplier
- gets P150-M loan

~Carpio handed the P e

}.Ipr}.._a;isxs.t@.c:e_.h"om.:the-D.avaﬂf-"-'f':the- National Electrification

etano gave another P5 million
from Taguig. Yo

Neutral ground

”";The-main battle area ig
a neutral

ground.. Political  amount wouldbeused topro-

- Meanwhile, ta speed up |
DOWer restoration in Marawi,:

Administration (NEA) is ex-
tending a loan of P150 million
to the Lanao del Sur Electric
Cooperative Inc. (Lasureco).
NEA administratoy Ed-
gardo Masougsong said the

aside ' We'can actually work
together to..help the people

ecause this is a crisis,” Adi-
ong said.

In a post on Facebook,
Robredo said it was “over-
whelming (o see the extent
of the damage left by the
stege.”

“While the setback is djs-
heartening, I believe it ig high
fime for us to unite in making
rehabilitation faster.. The ruine
lelt by the dashes remind us
that we must take the voices of

C AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.armyz012@gmait.com - Tel no. (e2) Ei:i
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.Cure.construchon matenalse”

rehabilitate distribution lines
in the city.

“There are 34 electric co-
Operatives all over Mindanag
that we are m obilizing to help
Lasureco,” Masongsong said.

Lasureco is Marawi's major
power supplier.

NEA said it expects to com-
plete power restoration and re-
habilitation works in Marawi
in 15 to 30 days.

— With Raoel Parefio,
Edith Regalado, Danessa
Rivera
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_Sayyaf man arrested in Basilan -

- ZAMBOANGA CITY - An Abu Sayyaf bandit was
arrested in Isabela, Basilan at past midnight yester-
day.

Ustadz Warid Said, alias Ihno Ayob, was collared in his
safehouse in Barangay Kumalarang,

The arrest was based on a warrant for kidnapping
and serious itlegal detention issued by Judge Leo Jay
Principe. — Roel Parefo

/{’/O
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HDubE.
that the 1S would pour
in $101.3 million, or
P5.1 billion, to support
the initiatives of the
Duterte adminisiration.’
Earlier, the White House

1 arifiounced, upon President
Donald Trump's return from
his 12-day Asian swing,

sovnthatethe (U governiment:
088 pladping the amount .-

to support the: rehabilita-

tion of Marawi City, the.

country’s counter-terrerism
efforts, zod the administra-
ton's drug war, .

AR SR g Fam
announcement

- The White House state-
ment sald an additional

*-$14.3 million, or P750 mil-

Tonpwill-be poured in fs
the.rehabilitation of Ma-
wiCity: $85-millionfur::
the counter terTorismreiat.
ed equipment of the Philip-
pines, training and support
for ity armed forces; and $2
million, or roughly P101
million, to support the ad-
‘ministration’s drug war.

.. - Presidential Spokesper-
son Harry Rogue said it
would have heen beller if
‘Tetinip made the anmotirice:

50 President Dyterte would
have shown the couniry’s
appreciation immediately,

" “Bana sinabi na 'yan nj

]

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIR

ment during -his thréesday
. stay here in the Philippines

S - Email ada:

President Truwwp deon sa
bilateral nila, eh “di tu-
wang-tuwa tulaga lalo si
Pregidént TDuTeriel (T wish
President Tramp had said

thatduringithisis bitatagals

meating w0 President Dh-
texte would be happier)”
he told Palaee reporters,
Duterte held a bilateral
meeting with Trump un
Monday on the sidelines of
the 31st Agsociation -of
Southeast Nations (Asean)
Summit in Pasay City.

Malacafiany, said. that,

Trump did Rol hring up ths

tioas related Lo the courtry's
drug war but revesled (hat
Duterte discussed his drug
campaign with Trump al
lengll,

Igsueof hunan Fhts vl ™

“That proves without
doudt, that the US President

Supbarts the war on drugs....
“Why would he stherwise give
$2 million to this cause if he |

not slighted with Trump's
misprenounciation of Presi-

name.

AhkE PO being imples®

mented correctly? he added.
Before Trump left the
esuniry, he told Execulive
Secretary Salvador Medi-
aldea, to tell Duoterte that
he snjoyed his stay in the
Philippines and that he liked
his Filipino counterpart.
“Phank you very much,

Lhad a.great-time and telkoo
Rodvige I ke Bim very

much,” Trunp told Medi-
aldea as the US President
buarded the Air Force One
plane on Tuesday.
Mearwhile, Malacafiang
is not taking offense and

2
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er comraonulity between the
two Presidents, they've
made mistakes in nanes,”
Roque said yesterday in his
regular bricfing,

Trump upun his return

at the White Housé made
a repori about his 12-day
trip to Asia.

Trump pronvunced Duterte
as “Duarle” as he extended
the Philippices' gratitude
to the pecple of the United
States for their assistance
in Marawi Cily,

45-9555 | ocay:
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-Gent.. Rudri-ge T Ot ATLIO U

oMo stight taken, you ..
kriow. T think that’s andth-

wend i des TwestErs by sy
_the_-_-Stat.u-:-De_partm'ent;-. s
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ons against the
(N PA)”
anao

alla

as the comn
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Ie" guard
Ingtheir post \when the rebels -
- arrived i twa vans and abducted
“them last Monday, -
- The vehicles, believed 10 have

. been commniandegred by the com.-
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AMBOANGA CITY: G'diréi'niljeﬁt opera-

continved in many areas in
munist group launched

‘Warned they will strike hard
3gainst governmeny forces
ter President Rodrigo Duterte
scrapped the peace negotiations

Hrpose. Serving e Deohh;

with the CPP over the INPA'S of.
fensives across the country.
~ Barlier this month, NPA hit
men myrdered a policeman ih'>
Davao at Barangay New Valen&y, *
Tugbok district. | Sioie,

The tebelt alss

New Peoplefs -Army

llapse 6f peace talks—

s leaders have repeatedly ustify its Jawlessness
and banditry when it ambushed
the policemen and civilians.

“The lies that are being spread
by a certain Malem Mabini, a fike

_MNE_ -

al-

- Ervall aud Oacha sy Z0T 2y mal com - el ae {
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‘natie used by a person who obvi-
ously doesnat have thedecency and |

the guts to.male himself account-

.able for his statements, start with,
‘meking people' believe that their

group flagged down two cvilian

vehicles tailing the PNP [Philip- |
-pine Natiohal Police] patol car so -

that the civilians onboard would
evade.., being injured in the crime
thdvthey were about 1o commit.”

- “Unfortunately, ‘there were no

" such two vehicles. Thiere was only

the Toyota Fortuner; which was

“tailing the PNR patrol car. Most
“important; said civilian vehicle

wasnot flagged downnor stppped

* by a so-called NPA blacking force,

road,” Tagros said in a statement
sent {0 The Manila Times.

He mentioned other attacks by
rebels in Bukidnonfn_burning of
three boom harvesters and one
skidder owned by Del Monte Phil-
ippines Inc. in the village of Patpat
in Malaybalay City on. March 20,

. 2017 raiding of Maharlika Vic Lao

Farrey; and stealing of two shoiguns
and about 120 Peking ducks in the
village of Tawas in Kitaotao town
on june 29,2017,

Burning of DOLE Palletizing
Plant and indiscriminate firing
at.Sitic.Gabunan in Barangay
Casisang, Malaybalay City on

September 6, 2017; raiding of

" --cumerwme the'diiver would have

"1-"f§aggmg their vehlcle down'in
- an’isolated part of that Cagayan
: de.‘Oro—Dom'inozqg-l{alilangan

e e R E W

Sumifro Repolidon Compound in

BarangayTugaya Valencia Gity:on:

September 9, 2017; and murder-

‘ing Barangay Councilman Romeo
. Bantilan Jr. at bis residence in Ba-
rangay White Xulaman, Kitaotao

o

. digenous peaple (iP)....°.. :
On Wednesday, he assumned the Ty
- EastMinGomstop* post replatifig * o

town, on October 8, 2017; -
- Autack on Daveo Compound
and burning of several equip-

ment in Sitio Rang-ay in Barangay .
“Merangeran, Quezon, on Octo-

ber 8, 2017; and the burning of
DOLE Portable Banana Processor

‘in Sitio Santa Cruz in Barangay

Casisan, Malaybalay City on
November 3, 2017.

Meanwhile, Lt. Gen. Benjamin
Madrigal Jr., newly-installed com-
mander of the Eastern Mindanao
Command (EastminCom), vowed
1o address extortion activities by
the NPAand called for community
SUppOIt, particularly from the in-

Cen. Rey Leonardo Cuerrero, who
was appointed as the Chief of Staff of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

WITH DEMPSEY REYES

Army Core Purpose. Serving the people. Secunng the land.
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g all kriow thiat rebuilding Marawi City

murh mere‘than physical reconstruc-
i tion. More daunting would be rebnild-
"ing lives and livelihnods. In the face of the. city
£CONOMY’s Fecent history, this task will he.ex-
trémely complex and tricky. :

The immediate: concern is 6 restore éco- -

Jomic activity, which the months-long fight-

Ing put to a standstill. Clearly, Testoring and ’

sustaining the lives of the city popiilation
hinge on restoring their jobs and livelihoods,

Until this is done, it is incurnbent on the state
to provide for their'subsistence. Like it or not, .

this will mean outright subsidy by ;h_e govern-
ment and Filipino taxpayers for the displaced
-Maranaw's basic hurnan needs of food. doth-

ing and shelter, Failite in meethﬁ_g those needs -
would only fuel further disenchantment with -

the government and the Philippine state, for
which esteem has already been eroded with
the cornmon sentiment that it was the govemn-

‘age-old injustice in many forms, which ha

‘been «the real - origin- of ‘the. detades-old
Bangsamore conflict. All this had been exacer-

- bated by .a history;marked by.a breakdown
.in _governance and rule of law, abetted and
“reinforced by dark forces driven by greed

g

ng-the Macrawi economy. Th
whatever the city economy was like before the

 Conflict broke out-had: been ‘horne ‘out . of

,decades -of evolution. of ‘what Interpational

“Alert . calls  the . “shadow ‘economy” . that -

has flourished - in” Mindaniao: <This 'is the

K.Reuili‘ng the Marawi economy

after the recent hostilities there means -

NO FREE LUNCH

CIELITO F. HABITO

underground economy huilt on drugs, zuns,
Kdnapping for ransom and smuggling. While
accurate,data can never be obtained, this shad-
0w economy is estimnated to be of & magunitude
that rivals, and likely welt exceeds, the size of

_ thevisible Iegai_ecqnon}yme_re_. How else, some...-

- observers had pointed ouf, can one explain the
. Droliferation:of expensive high-eridimotor vé< -
- hicles in the streets of Marawi, even as it lay at

the heart of the poorest region of the country?
In the 2013 study “Out of the Shadows:
Violent Conflict and the Rea) Economy of

 Mindanao,” Internationa_l Alert told of how
as early as 20086, the Us government sus-

pected Marawi to be at the center of the

- drug.trade in the Autonomous Region in -

llegal underground economy, which, even

"while data were spotty, allowed them 1o
Dlece together an elaborate network of a

shadow economy of mind-boggling ragni-
tude. For many vears, the criminal activities

™
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of 'seven municipal mayors in the province
of Lanao del Sur, known as the Lucky Seven
Club and reportedly financed by an lligan-
City-based businessman, have been open
knowledge in the area. Their criminal activ-

kidnapping. Perpetuating the network are
allies in the police and judicial system who
hrave kept such activities beyond the ciurch-
es of the law. The Duterte administration’s

‘war ondrugs may have disrupred, albeit not

stopped, these activities, and recent high-
profile killings in the area suggest so, The
discovery of caches of large amounts of
cash and drugs amid the Marawi ruins indi-
cates that the shadow economy had been
alive and well in the City up to the eve of the
Maute siege. Indications are thar substan-
tial numbers of Maranaw down to the pGor-
est segments of society drew their liveli-
hoods in this massive shadow economy. Ir

-was-the-Marawi-econniy thar theyy Rad ol

“itiésincliided drilgs, car theft, robbery and

ways k;_n_:)_wn—_-f_:;_z_ld the fo:;ce_s:bghi_n_d_.thgm. -
remdii very mucharound. T S

~Against this background, the challenge of
rebuilding the Marawi economy looks daunt-
ing indeed. Well-meaning ideas range from
SPUITing micro ang small enterprises to at-
racting large business conglomerates to
Invest in the city and surrounding areas.

But faced with competidion from efforss 1o, .|

. T Minanas atonomous; Regionin . reertrenchthe” Shadow econoiny, Coupled
e i re- "___‘Miifsli_m._'l\@indanao.-The'-study’ documented : ‘ism

teality is; " activities of various players in Mindanao's

wiih underlying mistrust for the government
and Manila-based big business not upcom-
men in the area, it is going to be micky
terrain on which to rebuild a local EC0NOoITY,
lo say the least

cielito.habito@amail.com

- Teino. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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G000’ IN
~ TERROR FiGHT

Six of 10 Filipinos are satisfied
with the government's efforts
in suppressing the lslamic
State-inspired Maute group
who went cn a rampage and
Took over sections of Marawi
City in May uneit they were
flushed out by government
forces in October, ending a
five-month crisis, according to
the resuits of 4 Social Weather
Stations {SWS) survey.

The survey, conducted
from Sept. 23 to 27 this year
while the battle was still raging,

" found ‘that 66 percent of the e
b 500 adulL, Filipinesssinterssssmmmmivn sy
 Viewed were satisfied with the

EOVETAMEnE's actions against
the terrorist group while 18 per-
cent were dissatisfied and 15
percenf were undecided, resul-
mgina“good” +48 net satisfac-
tion score (percent satisfied mi- o .
csms pereentdissatishied) o Vi e S
s Netsatisfaction with the e
government's efforts against
terrorists was highest in
Merro Manila and Mindanao
at "very good” +54. 10 was
“good” +49 inthe Visavas and
*good” +42in Luzon.
¢ The military said more
than 1,000 people were killed
in the 2148-day battle to re-
take the city from terrorists,
LINCUIRER RESEARCH NG

Ay
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PH soldiers’ bravery recognized by Aussie PM

By Priam Nepomuceno Muvemibar 1o, 2017 4 15 o
MANILA -- The travery and herosim of Fipmo sotdiers dunng the five-month battle 1o retake Marawi City from Maule Groug terrarse
WETE r2Cognized y Austrahan Prime Mimsier Malceln Turmbul Uuring s recent vist o the tulitary Neadguaners Camp Aguinalge,

Quezon City.

"He (Turnbufl) was very much appreciative of the sacnfices and e herosm of e Filping solasrs * Armea Forces OF e Pniippines
{AFP) public affairs spokesperson, Col. Edgard Arevalo, saig,

Turnbull noled that terronsm ang violent extremism are problems, not only of Austraha and Asia, but the rest of the world and
heutralizing such thieats need the Cooperation and coordination of all nations, Arevalo said

"The rest of the worlg must unite W Deat off this (hreat," Arevato quated ibe Austahan Prinie Minster ds sayimng.
Some 165 Filpino soidiers and policemen penshad n the five-month effon o melake Maaw Cily from the Mautg Lermonsts.

Fightinig began m ne city when govertunent rouss ried 10 ames| Aby Sayyal leader and 1SIS "Enr 1n Souvtheast Asta Jsnijon Hapilon,

and his cohorls last May 23

It was oaly declared ovar after |- fapiion and Omar Maute, one of he Maute Groupcostatingersiwas ContiiiiBs iish Sroideg gy
S APNRY e e 20 Dinar Maute one of the Maute: -

e
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Japan’s aircraft donation boosts PH maritime security

By Pnam Nepomucens MNovemnbes To, JHT 10 26 e

MANILA -- The Prinppme miliary's Capasiily w conouct surveliance, monior
maritime domain gets a boost afte Japan donated five Beect
Defense said.

H1Q), and search-ang-rescue TUSSI0015 OvEr 1S vesl
reraft TC-90 lurboprop airvraf, an official of (he Deparunent of Nationa!

~"We walcome that gesture of Japan and the addit

angd Conduct searchi-and-rescus Loperatons)
Wednesday,

y enhance aur capability tv monitor
fairs office, Arsenio Andolong, saig

ion of these five aireraft 1o our veniory wil greas
wilin oue 1enidory.” chiet of the depariment’s public af

This includes missions off the Phiipping Rise, formerly known as Benham Rise, and the West Philippine Sea, Andoiong said
The agreemant on the donaton of

the hve TC-80s was signeq dunng the bilaeral taths bu
Japanese counterpart, Prime Minist

weeh Presigem Roungt Dules sna s
er Shinzo Abe, on the sidelnes of the 31st ASEAN Sum

il early this weeh,

initiglly, the airplanes were leased 1o ih
OperaliGns, inled Wansport, and marny
reconnaissance

e Philipping Navy (o bolster 1s capability 1n humantzing

VESsIslance and disasler relet
e dofiain awareness, nchudmg martime ar suy

elllance and ntelligence survallance

The jease agresment was USDT.000 ysary for the first four arcraft ang USD200 ahitually i the fifth,

The TC-80, which s pan of the Beac!

crafl K g A alrcraft farny, was Oftersd by, Japan shetlly-anoethe-Agreenien Concering the ™
Transfer ot Defense EquRmant snd Tecnnoingy was finalized on Feb 29 las: year.

igley Point, Cavite last Marcly 27, white the FEraInng three wit

I be wrned over in the hest
quarter of 2018,

The TC-90 has a range of more than 1,000 nautica

Finiles and & cruisin
passengers along with tha piot (PNAY

g speed of 260 hnols, ana 15 capable of carrying engha

23
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KFR | Armed Men abducts 6 Locals in Sulu

2 fxif. -

PATIKUL, Sulu (DWDD} - Fifteen unidentified armed men belleved tu be members of Abu Sayaff Kidnap-

for-Ransom Group forcibly took at gunpoint s individuals in Phase 4, Kalimayahan Village, Brgy. Latih.
Patikul, Sulu on Tuesday, §:45 p.m.

HeS

PRTIRUL
SULU

Thal-TART

The victims are: Jessy Trinidad, 55: Nene Trinidad, 5o Aloh
Trirudad, 22, Lucy Hapole, 21; Junjun Hapole, 13; and Nelson Hapole, 7 years old.
The abduction was mmediately reported by concernad ¢

mzens 0 JTF Sulu and NP thar Rastily dispalched
quick reaction teams 1o verty the report and conauct BLIr

sult operations

suthemdellovwsTausugsevenhes

This wcident agam demonstrates ther the niotone : :
Hioavees CSUCH [osHty renind
responsibility’ said Brig. Gen. Cirility E. Sobejana, JTF Suiy Commanaer.

S uS that Sscurity 1s EVEIVEHUCY S

While the military is primarily responsile in serving the
advised to 1ake pro-active measures and ensure that
~away to the authorities o warrant sromp
Sobejana further said. JTF Suy MCAG

people and Seudiing the land, concemned cvii
anyihing unusual withen theis VIEW ale repored nght
LaClon and pre-empt

(Z/%
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any similar incident from happening. Blen




