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-.-@fthe duopoly.” _
""In a press briefing, Roque"

By Enilip C. Tubexza
and Migue! Camus
@Team_Inquirer

“The telecom duopoly is about
to end,” Malacafiang declared
on Monday.

Presidential spokesperson

_.and interference,” might “have

Harry Roque announced fhat
President Duterte had offered
China the “privilege” of operat-
ing the third telco piayer in the
country to “break up” the indus-
try duopoly of PLDT and Globe
Telecom.

Roque said Mr. Duterte

has the pohtical will to do what

made the offer during his meet-
ing with Chinese Premier Li Ke-
giang in Malacanang last week,
He also said that former In-
formation and Communication
Secretary Rodolfo Salalima,
who resigned in September af-
ter complaining of “corruption

ny has been lmed np, acco}:dmg

prevented the earher"breakup

said offering China to become
the third telco operator in the
country “is the latest instance of
the President proving that he

T afrepeat, the annotincement

"is necessary fo benefit the Fil-
pinopeople.”

o Reguer

He sa:d the Pres1dent chose _

is that duopoly, that telecoms
duopoly is about to end,” he

said.
No specific Chinese compa-

.' Chlna because lt had the Capitai-r.-_ Sy e

and the technology to provide
efficient telecom service. i

“Consider also the Aﬁ
proximity and the fact that
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we want to avail ourselves of as
mitch economic advantage that

Zamora told the Inqu;rer in

Dctober; was state-owned Chi-.
na_-Telecom, - that country’s:

third-largest telco. PT&T was
-earher referred to. by. Mr.

TWE Colld ‘atisiiig from the 1

newed fnendiy ties with Chma
he added R

e Third piayerwelcome .
Prer_re ‘Galla, cofounder of
ICT advocacy group Democra-

o cy Net:PH;isaid it was high time- i

'ket toboost competition.

PLDTsaid it was the govern~ .
ment’s ‘prerogative to invite -

new players. “As for us, we wel-
come tompetition,” said PLDT
sbbkes;pérson Ramon Isherto..

Ehseo RIO Jr., acting secre-
tary at the Department of Infor-
mation - and Communications

Technology (DICT}, said a third..

p}a etwaswelcome.

¢ “Infactthe more players the
better.-_'But there are constitu-
tional’ limitations to foreign

~participation-such-as4o percent -
~ ownership,” Rio said in a text

- Industry p}ayers ancI experts
have generally declined to com-
ment, saying they first-need to
see how the Duterte adminis-
tration would implement sucha......

plan.'One way is for a Chinese
télco compan to partner with a

. upgrades,

DWEErEs 4 féW Tonths” ago e

the thn‘d player

_Sl_nwest, most mter_mitt’ent :
-~ The Philippines’ .data and
vyoice services rank among the
ASia«'Paciﬁc’s”siowest aad most

competition. .. e
PLDT and Globe have been
accused of stifling compeftition
.and of failing o make necessary
accusations bath
‘haverejected. :
They joined forces last year
to buy for Pyo billion radio fre-
giency -assets, 1nc1udmg those
in_the coveted 700: megahertz
; (Mﬂz) band, froma’ potent:al ri-
“val, San Migiel Corp, to kick-
star’c telecom upgrades.’

Hcientlyl cover
tances and penetrate bu;himgs

‘Critics say services are still
lacking, however. -

.Outranked by 5 neighbors..
"The Philippines ranked 94th
out:of 121.couniries for mobile

1 Te]egraphi e

Teiephone Corp. (PT&T), which
has new owners led by Salvador
B. Zamora II and Benjamin Bi-
tanga, is in talks with potentlal
foreign investors. -

“Among  these’

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF P

- band, . according: .to  the
“Speedtest Global Index” study
. m September

:Inboth categorzes the coun-

.try was outranked by its five
mvestors," :

_Southeast _ . Asian . neigh-
bors—Cambodia, Vietnam,
Thailand, Malaysia and Singa-
pore.

Rogue "said the President
had ordered that all applica-
tions from prospective new
plavers be filed in the Office of
the Executive Secretary, which
was given 45 days to act on
them.

“That’s how serious the
President is in allowing a third-
party carrier to come in,” he

_added.

: Deal with Facebook
- Rogue noted that the gov-

H . It Mr. ’
_'_':'Duterte warned PLDT ‘and
‘Globe to shape up or face new

ewfhe-7o0-MHz-is A B T 01 Tt
frequency prized for its abihty _ _ o

infernet, while'it was gistout of
1317 countries for ‘fixed broad~

ernment last week signed an
agreement with an affiliate of
Facebook for the building of
“Luzon Bypass” of the Pacific
Light Cable Network, which
“will provide bandwidth of two
terabit§ per'second.”

“These 2 terabits is equiva-
lent tothe current capacity of
the duopoly operators today,”
hesaid.

Rogue said the process of
breaking up the telco duopoly

“should have been sooner” if

not for “delays” allegedly on the
part of former Secretary Rodol+
fo Salalima of the DICT.

~ "This agreement with the
subsidiary of Facebook should
have been signed as early as De-
cember 2016. It was not signed
by the former secretary of the
DICT,” he said.

Rogue said this was one of
the ‘areas of Salalima’s conflict
of interest pinpointed by Cabi-

‘net investigators. Salalima pre-

viously served as senior vice
president for'corporate and reg-
ulatory affairs of Globe Tele-
com until 2008,

" “It"was further reported by

B the__ spécial investigating com-
‘mittee that the former DICT
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secretary likewise may have

prevented the earher breakup
- use of sateilites as (a) vmble op-

tion,” he said. [

Natmnal broadband plan :
.- Rogue poted that the'initial
‘cost ‘for the national broad-
~band-plan- (NBP) deveioped un;
. der Salalinia ™ ‘appeared exces-
“sive” 4t Paoo billion beciuse
‘ the recommendation::did not
‘consider the contribiition that
" ¢ould be made by: National
Grid Corp., National Transmis-
sion Corp., fiber optic clients
and the Philippine :National
Railway Communication pro-
ject.

The DICT earher said the
NBP, & government-backed plan
to deliver high-speed-internet
services to the country’s far-
flung areas, could cost any-

s where from-P77. bl.Elwn to.szoo

that under the scheme _bemg
. pushed by the former secretary
© of DICT, the NBP -terrestrial
. backbone would still have left
..the duopoly with the right to
connect the end users_to the
ba.ckbone Rogue said.

wouid have ‘spent‘already P77
* pillion,” he added. _
But with the agreement with
the Facebook affiliate and the
_entry of a Chinese telco player,
“Roque said Filipinos could.ex-
pect faster internet speed and
' better  cellular . technology.
"IwITH A REPORT - FROM
‘ngrsns INQ. BRI

4
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Army (NPA is ’c" el g _
1F the CPP-NPA is eventually deeiared as ter-

l

Page:

t~'Party o the Phlhppmes_'
arm, while the New People s

rorist group, it Would probably bring about the
Turn to Page 8

before the International Crimi-
nal Court,” Casiple said in a
forum on the Mindanao peace
process atthe Makati Diamond

 official termination of the
wpeace falks, ¢, Bello it 1d____The--_;:_-
STAR., '

Bello noted that the govern-

- ment does not negotiate with

terrorist groups.
Last Saturday, Duterte an-

" nouticed his interition to de-
~ clare-the NDF, CPP and NPA
\-ag tefrorist group;«He also:

agreed with the United States™
.and:the Furopean Union that. .
" the NPAis'a terrorist group.

and

“To begin with, the plan to
declare the NPA as terrorists

" is riot new. The US is one of

the first to cIasszfy the NPA
as a terrorist group when the
Patriot Act was enacted The -

- saidheisnolongerinclined o

contintie the peace talks. |

“When the President men-' '
- tioned that he might declare

CPP-NPA as terrorist group,
am sure he has moral and legal

" basis, taking into accouht that

he has the security sector, who

provide him the hecessary:-
- -informationito come up;withs

the: demsaon," Bello said.

“We have given out posi-:

tion to the President and right
now we are just waiting for
his instruction. But I am not
at liberty to disclose the rec-
ommendation of the panel,”
he added. .
Malatafiang said yesterday
there was nothing new in the
President’s statement that he

- would declare the NDE CPP

and NPA as a terrorist group.
Presidential spokesrman Har-

OFFICEOF TH 1y Roque said Duterte merely

[ —

My e

“1f the Presuient makes
such declaration, that means
he agrees that the NPAs are
really terrotists,” he added.

‘Duterteon

p opaganda wap .
For Institute for Pol1t1ca1
anid Electoral Reforms execu-
tive director Ramon Casiple,

Duterte is now on a propa-
ganda war against his critics,

particularly those he has ac-

cused of plotting to destabilize

his administration.
“T:talked to Pres1dent

Puterte during the columnists

meeting with him. He said. .
" mad schools was used by the
- Duterte regime and the AFP

there is'a propaganda war go-
ing on in preparation, maybe,

in the impeachment against

him and the case to be filed

.”part-o

Remdences yesterday.
£ sonal,opini

the actions of NFA). Let's talk

without mfzghtmg That's
‘what he wants.”

“I'snotjust talk. The dynam-
ics thereis the claim of President

‘Duterte that the NPAs are part of

President is not satisfied (with T

the other side,” he added.
-Women’s group Amihan

also expressed concern over

Duterte’s threat to proclaim

* CPP-NPA ‘as a‘terrorist group.

-/ Even before: the proclama-
tmn, military attacks against
lumad commumnity schools in
Mindanao continued and evert
worsened when Duterte de-
clared martial law in Mindanao
and threatened to bomb lumuad
schools. During his term, 39

-~ lumad schools were forcibly
closed by state forces,” Amihan
- chair Zen Soriano said.

“The red-tagging of lu-

as a justification to perpetuate
multiple humen rights viola-

estabilization: So;whydo. .

rt-o establhzaaon’?.Eveﬁ i -
" you are a rebel, when you are
talking you should not attack

f’fj
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tions against fumads, especially

-the youthrand children. What'
motre when CPP-NPA has been-

declared as terrorist?. How

vicious. could this reglme" e’ “eomm

ps!
Meanwhﬂe senators wel-
comed Diaterte’s plan'to.de:

clare the CPP-NPA 2 terronst'

_ orgamzahon

_Sen. Gregorio Honasan,"_
chairman of the Senate com- -

mittee on national defense
and security, sald declaring

the CPP-NPA a terrorist group -
' was Duterte’s prerogative be--

ing the commander-in-chief

and having access to sensitive -
information from hls secunty'

~“Trillanes I'V, a critic of Duterte,
-said the plan to outlaw the -
‘CPP-NPA would only be lip -
servme unless Duterte fires
i ”'mI*us Cabme’c o

. v
in his Cabiriet, Iwill assume that
-fhis recurririg threat to declare
“the CPP-NPA-NDF asa térforist
-organization isjustlipservice to
“appease and decewe the AFP ”

Trillanes said.

Trillanes earher sald a’c ieast
12 senior officials and four Cabi-
net members were COmrnunists.

The appoinitments of for-

mer social welfare secretary:
Judy Taguiwalo and former

agrarian reform chief Rafael

Mariano were rejected by the.

“RdViSers.

chairman of the Senate com-
mittee on public order and
~dangerous drugs, “only a

eNP__

q
- “Their 1deology has been-
: gone more than a decade ago.-

They burn, destroy, kill inno-
cent civilians to terrorize; they
terrorize to sow fear and harass

helpless civilians; they harass
: to extort under the

guise of revolution-
ary taxation,” Lac~
son said.

Sen. Antonio

AT thellS declared the CPP- o

FTOY g :
tion, Wh}’ can'twe?” headded. * -
For Sen. Panfilo Lacson,:

_president with Duterte’s guts.

‘CommissioriorAppointments--
ecause of their

possible cancellation of peace

“talks, Army troeps figured in:

an encounter with alleged mem-
i Nasugbu,

jointAFP-and PNP-forees: had:

Firefights ... .7

" Before Bello armounced the

ber of dead or injured.®
Brig. Gen. Arnulfo. Maroelo,_

'Burgos Jr., commandet of the
202nd Infantry Brigade which.

sitpervises the operations; ald""
- encampm '-
wered onSunday by

““from the 730th Combat Grotip”
- of the Philippiné Air Forcé un-.

der -Maj, Engelberto Nioda: .
“The encampment is be--

lieved to have been occupied
. by NPA terrorists belonging.

to KLG Honda, the sarie NPA
group that incurred heavy
casualties during our focused
military operations in Batan-

- gas City last September,” he:

said. The military said it dis~

" rupted the NPA's plans to sab~

otage the ASEAN Summit as

stheedarly-October,
. Maj-Gen. Rhoderick Pardy-
no, acting commander of the
AFP’s Southern Luzon Com-

‘mand, said the NPA has been

on the ruri since Septembet. -
“the PR

‘after the discovery of a rebel™
-camp in the area on Sunday.-
As of yesterday afternoon,

sporadicfirefights between the
oppusing forces continued as

- the military pursues its quarry,

according fo the Philippine
Army.

No casualty is reported on
the part of government forces,

- while the rebel group has suf-

fered an undetermined num-

b

‘soldiers’ sacrifices; comm:
_ ment and dedication t¢ their

mission, the insurgents’ plans
were disrupted and the terroz-
ists were never given elbow
roomi to execute those plans,”

he said. ~ With Alexis Rome-
ro, Michael Punongbayan,
Paolo Romero, Jose Rodel
Clapano, Rhodina Villanue-
va, Gilbert Bayoran, Artemio
Dumlao, Ben Serrano = |
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A REARETIE _ across the country g
; : ' . Diferte is also expected to hand
Presudent Duterte wﬂi v151t wound—_ i over financial asszstance to the Wound-
ed soldiers currently recuperatmg ._ied heroes, :
at the Army General Hospatal in Fort:;" . Tongson said Presu’zent ;Duterte
Bon;facm Taguig City today, - n s expected to arrive’in’ Fort Bomfacm
~Lieutenant Coionel Ray C. Tumg ‘at2pm.

scm actmg ::h;ef of th' P Army s"}?ubh “He sald of the 40 soldxers Wounded'

(Kamagi Medal) to .3st;ldi_e'rs Wo‘unded’_'-' fighting against Maute ch’)ﬁﬁ terrorists.
- in action (WIA) in varieus encounters * in Marawi City, while the 17 others were
~against lawless and terrorist groups . " :wounded outside Maraw:

+
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Military calls

The Naliona!l Newspaper

~ claimas.

| plain prop

BY VICTOR REYES

THE military yesterday disputed
allegations by the human tights
group Karapatan that two per-
sons taken into military custody a
week ago in Isabels, one of them
& Mminor, are mere farmers,

Brig. Gen. Bartolome Bacarro,
corumander of the Army’s 502nd
Brigade, said cousins Roberto Da-
lupang, 17, and Oliver Molina, 26,
have admitted they ate members
of the New Peopie’s Army, the
atmed wing of the Communist
Party of the Philippines.

- They susrendered aftes theywere
comered dusing pursuit opers-
tions condueted by Forces of the'”

Army’s 86th Infantry Battalion

on November 13 in Barangay San
Carlos in Fchague
town, Bacarro said,
A day earier, the
soldiers clashed with
NPA rebels in the

socsamesbatafigay: - Thew

< 20-minute - Aréfight
resulted in the death
of one of the oper-
ating  troops, Cpl.
Detrver Banhan,

The two were later
released on Novem-
ber 18 for lack of
€ase against them.

Karapatan-Ca-
gayan  Valley has
said Dalupang and
Molina went “mjgs.
ing” on November

13 while tending to.

their farm,

barapatan said it
later learned that the

.. tWO were being held

g

2t the headquarters
of the 86th IB jn
Jones town, Isabela,
It said its members
went to the unifs
headquarters on Fi.
day last week and
confirmed that the
two were there,

The group said its
members were told
by soldiers at the
headquarters  thar
Dalupang and Mo-
Iina did not want 1o

...5ee them.

“The  allegation

true, ‘The two sur
rendered to the 86¢h
IB based on the re.
port of the 86th IB.
The two faced the
media earlier today
and disproved the

" patan,” said Bacarro, -

He lashed at Ka.
tapatan for implying
that 86th IB abduct-
ed the nwo suspects,

*They Karapatan)
said the two are miss.
ing and that we are
hiding them... They
made a false accusa-
ton to tar the fmage
of soldiers. It's part of
their ongoing propa-
ganda  agmingt our

forces,” said Bacarro,

' (
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oné of them a ‘minor, who surrendered fo
- authorities wiere. issing as clalmed by the
human nghts group
' :B

> ‘members ambushes o some troops. .+ -
the . He added the two also told

_.Carlogin Echague The firefight resulted in _that Kumander Jushua killed their 3
{he death of Corpcral Denver Banban cornrade aftertheirencounter with the 86thl

q

!
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NASIPIT Agﬁsaﬁ del Norté

“kebilang ang tsang opisyal,

,m:yembro ng New People’s
- Army (NPA) sa liblib na lugar sa
¥ ilometer7, Barangay Camagong
- jsma bayan ng Namprt, Agusan deI

- Forte.

“at nasugatan sa bakbakan.

‘i Patay ang isang sundalo at’
-":*daiawang iba paang’ nasugatan, 2

“nang makaengkweniro ang mga2.

" Iniuiat naman. na 11ang )
; mly&mbro ng NPA ang napatay

ANG Nusuusumns PAHAYAGANG TAGALOG SA BaNSA

78.00

o patay, 2 pa sugatan sa NPA

undaio,' gayuncim ang dalawang’: -

Tinutugis pa rin ng tiopa

ng 23rd Infantry -Battallion =
"(23:d IB) ng Philippine Army
& PP ¥

ng guerilla-Front Committee

4-A ng CPP-NPA Northeastern
Mindanao regional Comrruttee
~(NEMRC). B
Hindi pa xsmasapubhko ng. :

{)nlan ng napatay na -

pagkakakila

_nasuga’can I

sa Bgy. Camagon . nang

mga rebeldeng pinamumunuan

' ngg

Mike U. Crismundo

o

Ayon sa 1n1sya1 na report .
nagkasa ang mga elemento ng

ang mga tumakas na rebeide - 23rd IB ng combat operation

ha pinaniniwalaang miyembro
makaengkwentro ang grupo ng

-ng isang “Commander:Baking”,.
dakong 7:16 ng. u.maga mtcng
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The military on Monday ‘satd

Uspldiers” it Batanigas’ province -
Ereccw'ercutl charred materxals as.

‘evidence of an attemipt hy the
‘communist rebels to carry out

‘an attack as Southeast Asian

‘and other world leaders met in
Manila last week. _ -
“col. Arnulfo Burges Jr,
commander of the Army's
202nd Infantry Brigade, said
these materials were recovered
when soldiers overran a rebel
camp, one big enough for 50 to

(PAF),"

70 people, in Nasugbu town in-

Batangas on; Sunday
A mornmg, I

ple’s Army (NPA) rebels along
the boundary of Utod and Bun-
ducan viljages in Nasugbu.

Maj. Engelberto Nioda Jr,

PAF group commmander, said

'the initial firefight lasted for

inutes and was followed
radic clashes throughout

bers of the 730th Combat Group_'f. __;Monday
of the_‘ Philippine Air Foice. '
Synit“that -performs:
countérinsurgency operations-
in parts of Southern Tagalog, -

clashed With fleeing New Peo-~

i ThHere weére nc reported ca-

“siialties From either sideas of
Monday afternoon.

- The Batangas clash - came

i 'days after President Duterte

announced his plan fo classify
communist rebels as a terrorist

_group.

But Burgos said soldiers had
been conducting “clearing oper-

ations” since last month, baged
on reported tactical offensives

“the “NPA*planned-to-launct-ir-..

~_the provinces "to humiliate the
govetnment” as itho

sociation of Southeast Asxan Na— .

tions (Asean) Sumrait.

Nioda said among the mate- _

rials recovered from the NPA
camp were “sketches” written
on cartolina sheets. '
... Burgos said the
- 'torched the” matérials

rebeis

' he sofdiers arrived; but: hose ™

1

Afhatwas suppose 1

were not completely burned “as
we could still see clues [of their
supposed}. prepositioning.”.

“This was. the same group

tactical operations,
Asean [Summit], enly these
were aborted because of our
operations,” Nioda said. ‘

No NPA attack was
launched in Southern Tagalog
provinces during the week of

othe s Asean” Sumrm MIARICAR - ..
.:CINCO NG : S e et
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dent Duterte’s plan to _class1fy '

as a terrorist group, saying it
was his prerogative and that
the communist rebels had lost
their ideology and morphed in~
to plain bandits over time.

Sen. Panfilo Latson’ agreed _
that it was about txme ‘therebel

group was labeléd a‘terror or-

expressed suppor for Presi- -4
pines could do so as well.

- "As the

based oninformation from his
national security advisers, it is
the Premdent s prerogatlve (to

~ganizationasithad beenacting T

like one since losing its ideolo-

gy iore thanadec

EO-
“They burn, destroy, klli in-
nocent civilians -to terrorize;
they terrorize to'sow fear and
harass helpless civilians; they
harass ta extort-under the
guise of revolutionary taxa-

. tion,” said Lacson ‘a- former

" Police;in’ a ‘tex

'Self—styled army
“and  knowihg:' President
Duterte, our security forces will
surely respond to finally put an
end to an-afmost half-century
problem that [has] merphed
from ideology to plain banditry

perpetrated by self—styied army

of the people,” he added.

on the Us termr hst since zooi

- rebels as

Commander m'

clares something’ sxmilar that

- means the Presxdent agrees

The European Union labeled
the CPP-NPA as a foreign ter-
rorist orgamzatmn in 2005, but
a European court ruling lifted
the tag four years later.

orists. “The Presi-
dent’s deciaratmn is not far
from commg,” Sotto said.
Presidential spokesperson
Harry Roque said the NPA was
one of the the first foreign
groups - the US government
tagged as.a terror group fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks in

R

Senate Ma}onty_Leader Vi-

words and actions while the

Armed Force ‘of th
pines over the continued pres-
ence of leftists in his Cabinet.
Sen. Risa Hontiveros ap-
pealed to both parties fo create
a more conducive environment
for the resumption of peace

NPA should correc_t its " viola-~
tions of human rights and intex-
national humanitarian laws,

The President on Saturday
sald he was fed up -with the
NPA’s attacks while the com-
munist leadership was seeking
the resumption of stalled peace
tatks with the government INQ
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Senators
back terror
tag on NPA

BY JP LOPEZ

SENATORS yesierday expresse‘d
support for President Durcrtc_af
plan to classify the New People’s
Army, the armed wing ol the (tem—
munist Parev of the Philippines,
as a terrorist group bccausg of
atrocities it i committing aganst
civilians. )

The NPA has been in the list
of terrorist organizations of the
Linited States and the European
Union, rogether with the CPP,
since 2002

The Wational Newspapér

SENATORS

the NPA no longer adheres to an
ideology 2ad is now like common
criminals because of its activities
like burning assets of businesses
that refuse to pay extortion money
and recruiting minors as warriors.

Sen. Gregorio Honasan, a for-
mer military officer, said if the
US and the EU have declared the
NPA as a terrorist organization,
why can’t the Philippines,

Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV said

. o he would believe Duterres remark
Qs h a-tormer .
p*\?}inc‘:hpizghsﬁ dL:;SOQP}w (j)deol— if he would fire all communists

Spphas deéterotated; i therends

an ideclogy left of them.”

communists in high places in

el 4 g lea
I [$3F) i{ its lbou Hme 1 heg INent, amon, th.c[ll
j n

INPA is {operating) in our country
and vet other countries ixavc_ ab-
ready declared them as LErrOrists.
Besides, what are the_;‘ doing? For
the longest dme, as far a8 we can

nti-Poverty Commission znd

Teddy Ridon of the Presidential

oremember,they-engage-in tet- s

Foristic acts to extort meney from
industries, businesses in far-Hung
areas,” he also snid.

The military has also expressed
support to Duterte’s plan, saying

%

his.Cabinet: Hecounts at least

Commission on Urbaz Poor,

Presidential spokesman Harry
Roque said being “left-leaning”
or supportive of the communist
gfoup s not a crime as long as one
does not “take up arms” against
governiment,

He also said the President was
only referting to the NPA and not
the entire CPP and the poiitical
group, the National Democratic
Front of the Philippines, in his plan
to classify the NPA as 2 terror group,

Roque said the President has

tepeatedly given the NPA'a chanee

to talk peace but it continued with

‘its illepal activities Hke the anibus.

cades on government troops.

He also said Duterte’s plan
indicates that peace tatks with the
NDFP will remain suspended.

The President on Saturday said

b)

Page:

he is again not inclined to talk
peace with the communist group.
Peace talks with the communist
group have been suspended since
the middle of the year following
the NPA’s attacks against gov-
erament troops as well as their
demands for the release of some
of their consultants,

Roque, asked how the latesr
declaration of the President would
affect the planned localized talks
of hie daughter, Dizvao City Mayor

Sara Duterte-Carpio, with the te-.. ...

gional members of the communist
‘chance.

He said if the localized talks
succeed, it may even become a
medel for the peace talks with the
communist rebels. - With Jocelyn
Montemavor

rebels, said just give the effort.av i

i - : , 5285
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[

B senators sdap-
porl:ed thie plan of Pres-
ident:Rodrigo" PDuterte
1o 'declare: the New

:Dutert:es “giTts can de-
clare the: NPAs as ter-

" rorists and that’s “what -

who they are for quite a
lIong time,” said Senator

' Panﬁlo Liacson.

Senate Majority Tead-
er Vicente Softo III not-
ed that even a . court: in
Mindanao had already.
tagged the NPA as g ter— .
rorist group.” .

“Thay, have already_

i “‘Only presadent sz.h‘

such, therefore, ‘the Pres-
ident’s ‘declaration i not:
far from"coming,” Sot;tu
said in a text message.
“Their _ideology has

" been gone maore thanwa
“decade .ago. They bum,

destroy, kill irinocent . civil-

. ians to terrorize; they ter-

rorize to sow fear and
harass helpless civilians;
they harass to extort un-
der the guise of revolution-
ary taxation,” added Lac-

{ son, a former police cudef.

“And knowing PRRD
(Duterte’s. initials), our

i secarity"jforceswi}lrvsure- s
1y respond to finally put
spansend foranvalmostihalfi oo il i b e S e e e

‘century problem that
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morphed from ideology to
plain banditry perpetrat-

s ed by self-styled army of

the people;” he said. -
For his part, Sena-

“tor Gringo Honasan, &

former ™ soldier, alse

_backed Duterte’s pro-
Cimbdtcement

" been declared by an. RYC.
‘eonrf.in, Mindanao'as

+4hsrCommandersin:

 Chief of all society forces

and based on informa-
tion from his National
Security advisers, it is the

" President’s prerogative.

Kung 'yung US ay dinek-

“lara ang CPP-NPA-NDF

(Communist Party of the
Philippines-New People’s
Army-Natjonal Demo-
cratic Front) na terrorist
organization, tayo pa
kaya?’ Honasan said. .
Duiterte’s plan to  declare
NPA members as terrorists
was prompied by the lat-
ter's afleged continued  kill-
ing of innocent pecplé.”
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7 AMBOANGA CITY ~ The

military has denied reports
that around 100 foreign mili-
tants slipped into southern
Mindanao at the height of the
fighting in Marawl. i

#There is no confirmation of

such reports,” Lt. Gen Carlito

Galvez Jr;Western-Mindanao: .-
. Command (Westmincom)

“ehiet said yesterday.
Galvez said the remaining

foreign terrorists who entered -

the country have been neutral-
ized.

He also dismissed reports ..

that around 1,000 foreign .
militants would join the Maute
group and Abu Sayyaf.

“1 pelieve that with the

death of more than 35 foreign

jihadists in Marawi they will

‘think twice now, The Marawi

incident will make them feel

that-the-Philippines is.not.a ..
‘haven for them,” Galvez said.

Mgeanwhile, Lt. Gen. David
Berger, commander of the US

IZ

ilitants in M

Marine Forces in the Pacific,
vowed to help enhance the

capability of Fhilippine sol-
diers to address the threat of

terrorism. e
" Berger gave the assurance

when he visited the Westmin-
com and paid a courtesy call
on Galvez on Sunday.

“rurEigTimportantthat e
work closely with your troops
pabils

and ‘augment yout
ity in some aspects as we
have also worked with other
environments threatened by
terrorism all over the wotld,”

anlvei"t‘;ﬁoted Berger as say-

lanao’

ing. _
Galvez said Berger lauded
the anti-terror efforts of the
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) in combating
terrorism in Mindanac.

He said he also discussed
with the TS military official

the-strategies. that the AFP

applied during the campaign
againstMaute militantse o
Galvez said Berger promise
to provide fraining to Philip-
pine soldiers.
- Roel Parefio
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" By ROEL PARENO |

R
A NGRALT B A AL ST S5 TR e

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Five fishermen have been

rescued from Abu Sayyaf bandits on an island off Tawi-
Tawi. : L

bandits.

the task force in-
efforts after the
s threatened to execute -
‘one of the hostages. - e
“One of the victims was -
scheduled to be beheaded last

their captors wheri the soldiers
pounded their position with
He said they were with
another local captive.
The military witheld the

" The fishermen were on
5. iF/B. Danwil. 8 when they:were
‘taken off the coast of Barangay
Poblacion in Pangutaran, Sulu
at about 8:15 p.m. orr'Cct. 18.

~ Vergel Argtino, 25, a resi-
Yhanes,

23:"Hmo Fausto, 63;
Junald Minalang, 24, and So-
riano Sardido, 53, all of Paga-
dian were res¢ued off Sugbay Medina said the hostages
island in'Languyan town on  were rescued following sus-

o Briday Redriddmiral Reneustainediseanchiand rescue

- Medina;, Naval Forces West-

operations conducted by - db
~ernMinidanao commander, - personnel of the Joint Task. .. .- Minala

Thursday,” e said.

Medina said the Abu Sayyaf

release of the victimas, _
Task force commander Brig.
Gen. Custodio Parcon Jr. said
the bandits were forced to
abandon theitr hostagesto

...ing seven foreign

“identity of the othier hostage
for security reason:

ermen came barely a week
after three Vietnamese sailors
were rescued and the body
of another was recovered oif
ribangiayan tewrE '
Seventeen hostages, includ-

AL S R

“gaid yesterday: oo Foree Tawi-Tawt,

llo

]
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anao will require credible justification before it can

be approved by Congress, Senate Minority Leader -

Franklin Drilon said yesterdag'
Drilon said Malacafiang should go back to Con-

@58 armed W1th evidence to-convince dawmakers-
that the :

ed over

resmie

“L et us decide on the basis ofevidence. They said the
problem has already been addressed, but now they're
asking for an extension,” Drilon said overdzBB, -

“We'll ask what's their basis why this martial iaw
has to be extended,” he said.

Fa

The p0351b1e extensmn of marhai Jaw-in Mind-

i sibly extendimartiallaw:rest

. Drilon is among four senators who voted against

" the extension of martial law i in July, which included
" Senators Risa Hontiveros, Paolo Benigno Aqumo IV

and Francis Pangﬂmaﬂ e

He said he is reserving judgment on the matter un-
til Duterte formally seeks the dpproval of the Senate
and the House of Representatives in a joint session

and his.Cabinet present their arguments. ..o

He said under the Conshtutlon, the p0wer 10 pos-
e

Drilon said Presidential Communications Secre-
tary Martin Andanar’s statement that the Armed
Forces’ proposal to extend martial law was “deemed
accepted” by Duterte has weight as far as the execu-
tive branch is concerned. 3
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THE KATHINS LEADTHG NEWEPAFIN

“ventthe government peace panei from'_ o nouncement » Bello. said”
further pursuing peace talks with CPP:" - Last February, Dutertesald he is
NPA-NDF due 1o the government’ : cons1dermg calling the CPP-NPA-NDF
" anti-terrorists policy. " as terrorists and vowed to use every
“We dor’t negotiate w1th -single bullet against them after NPA
ill et rebels staged attacks on government
forees, killing- three soldxers in an am-
‘push on Feb. 1. -
" The incident prompted_t;he Presx-

As of b p m. yesterday,
Malacafiang has yet to make
declaration ot the matter”

fication of NPA, the armed’ :
from “Iegmmate rebels” to “ter nsts” : g‘omgbackto thenegotzatmgtablemth

 due to their contintous attacl agamst the CPP-NPA-NDFif they compiy with
government forces nationwide: : 7 certain conditions.

Bello said they are hopeful the ... Bello attributed the ongomg delays
Duterte lel ¢hange his rmnd on: the 1n the restmption of their peace talks

- still keeping our fingers ‘crogsed that . “and wounded five police personnel in
. the i’resu!ent will reconsider His pro-. Bukidnon Jagt Nov. 9. .. -

12
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m ﬁhﬂﬂﬂ"! x.mmn

el 19
d:scevered by troops from the 730th Combat .
Group of the Phxhppme Air Force (PAFY
. under Major Engelberto. Nioda in Barangay
_ Utod; Nasugbu, Batangas at B:i8am: o
Fighting broke out between soldi Ers and
' the iebeéls occupying. the ‘camp who:are be-
lieved to belong to the NPA's Kilusang Laran-
e gang Guerilla-(KLG)-Honda:. Burgos.said,......._.
-the > same | rebel group that ineurred

e
operat:ons last September _
: ). casualty wa reported on'the part_
3 N de IS'

] @
acting commander of theAFP' S Seuthern Lir
zon Command (SoLCom) said that the rebels
. that ‘engaged governmen forces inbattle
© have been on the run since September
 Parayno-added that’ pursnit: operatmns :
. have been launched against them. SR
|~ "We have tapped and placed all: mx]itary
. -avaﬂable -assets, mcludmg axrcraft, onred
.alert: The NPAs' will face the full mxght of
the government We will protect the Filipino
people from fear. rocities’ ‘which the
- NPA terrdrists plan o sow while ensuring
-{he safety ef our: cmzens in the area, ? he |
pogdids - :
. Bince the first week of Octeber JOLﬂt AFP
i - and Philippine National Pollice (PNP) forces .

. have been conducﬁmg secumty eperatzons to: - fyl hosting of the (Association of Seutheast
—————— ensure the country’s peaceful and success- . Asian Nations) ASEAN Summit 2017. ¢ T
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. “CPP:NPA Northesstern Min

7 soldier was killed, while another
and an officer were wounded in a fierce:
gun hattle with Cormntinistingurgents:
at a far-flung area of Kilometer 7, Ba-
rangay Camagong, in Nasipit,/Agusan
del Norte: IO
Asketchy report received here from
operating Army troops said an unde-
termined numbers of the New People’s
© Armiy (NPA) members. were believed
killed or' wounded in the encounter. .
- The Army’s 23rd Infantry Battallion
. (23rd IB) is still pursuing the flesing

|..rebels, who are believed tobe rhembers. . ...

f of guerilla-Front Cbmmitteé?é_-A of the

" gional Committee (NEMRC). .

‘The identities of the Army ‘casual-
ties were withheld pending notification
of theirnextofkin. ..~ 0

_ The officer; said to be a second lieu-
tenant, and soldier were immediately
taken to Nasipit District Hospitalbefore

- they weretransferredito a Butuan Cily: -

gusd An’

OLLBE i)

i
1
i
$

| Meanwhile, the regionas o

% of ﬂ}e Northeastern l\%ﬁndanaomli‘g;gg

. Regional Office 13 (PRO 13) based in
Camp Rafael C. Rodriguer, Buttian City

also mobilized its regional and provin.

cial mobile forces to help the 23rd 1B

by conducting blocking positions along

‘thesp[)SSlbIe(esca e.route, f T e
{ 'NPAsh estaperoute of the'fleging

e Nasipit Municipal Po

tion (MPS) and Agusan del Norte Police -
Provincial Office (PPO) also intensified -

theirintelligence monitoring in the area
for possible information of wounded

: rebels admitted in some hospitalsin

* the province.

- “An‘initial report from the field said
clements of the 23rd IB were conduct-
ing conibat patrol operation in upper
Barangay Camagon when they were
engaged by the group of a certain “Com-
mander Baking” of guerilla-Front Com-
mittee 4-A at 7:16 a.m. on Sunday. -

Troops under the 402nd infantry
(Stingers) Brigade based in Camp
Baneasi, Butuan City have already
heett dispatched to beef up'the pursu-
ing troops of the 23rd IB in Camagong
area. :

PR |

- hospital for further medical attention::

- allcamps/stations in Agusan del No
- “Cabadbaran City and other neighbos

The_regiona.leommand_q_l:spdir Sy

- areas tobe on alert, remain vigilant and

‘inten_sify proactive measures and their
intelligence monitoring, . . .-
All police unit commanders were -

also ordered to conduct strong check-
points in any strategic areas of their -
respective areas of responsibilit
(AORs) while also strengthening thei{ .
;espectzve headquarters/stations de- -
ense systems to prevent any hostile:
NPA act, : R .osﬂz_lg.
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< gecurity of the" captors,” said

N Parcon, adding that the Abn Sayyaf
bandits were on the Tun _t(} evade

the " “the ongoing focused combat

BPLIVILY,:
te,r\;:onsts Abu Sayyaf group were .

safely rescued by government
seglyrity forcesin Tawi Tawt province
om Friday,. the military said

yggtgrday _
“oBrig. Gen Custudm Parcon Jr,

commiander of the Joint Task Force ,

Tawj Tawl, said that the successful
regeue of the kidnap victims was a
rggult of the continuing fucsed
military operations against the Abu
Spyyaf group in the area.

- Rescued were Vergel Arquino,
fromi Davao City; Jushua Ybanez;
Emg Fausto; Junald Minalang; and

.nx,S‘pzﬁJano Sordid,.all. fﬂur from

ga!%admn i

8 who were intercepted near the

opagtal- area of Poblacion

S,@bahan in Pangutaran, Sulu last
Qg 4.

" pidhey wete rescued by joint

egeglents of the JTHTawi Tawi and

Nssval orces Western Mindanao at ...

I,ap‘guyan Tawi Tawi.
4y The successful rescue was
made possmie due to the loose

wishave been successful with carryin
out rescoe opera,tmns through :

operations in the area.
. There was’ na rep orted
firefight.
 TThe five rescued victims were
subsequently subjected to medical
examination and would be turned
over to their respective families,
Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr.,
commander of the Western
Mindanao Command {Wesmincom),
cited the coordination extended to
the troops by concerned eitiznes in
the area that Jed to the safe rescue,
Galvez, at the same fims,
commended the troops for the

successful operation, g
“For this year a]one, our unlts ’

special operations,” Galvez said.
“Just last week, three .
Vietnamese kidnap victims were |
resecued from the hands of the ASG |
eaptors also thru connections and
build up,” he added,
Since last year, the military has
““been relentles: pursuing the -
‘terrorist Abu Sayyaf group in Sulu,
Basilan and Tawi Tawi after
President Duterte ordered for the
annihilation of the bandits.

23,
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spection 1§
ippine] Alr Force:platie wil

The missile system i capable
of penetrating 1,000 millimeters
or 39 inches of rolled homage:
neous armor and hasa maximuim
range of five miles. lts missile
| weapons are on anti-ship mode,
which means it‘can engage sul-
face-level targets.

1 was puichased by the govein-

and 11 currently in the Philippine
Navy's inveniorny.-

The contract for these ships.
which includes mission-essential
equipment, i also worth P270
million. The funds were sourced
from the Armed Forces of the
Philippines Modernization Act
Trust Fund of 2000.

_ K_Mission-essemial equip-
ment include dav-apd=night-
.-cl-e_ct_r_qn__i_____c__p_a_\-*igaii_or_l__systems,
communication e R e T e e
of-life-at-sea, propulsion sys-
tems, and seamanship and
ship-handling gears.
DEMPSEY REYES

~syent for P270 Mmoo
.. The thyee MPAC ships were
Activated iastMay 99 Theirdnll
nuimbers are BA-488, BA-4889 and
BA-450.
The MPAC are Mark Il mod-
els, which are mOoTE acvanced
compared with the six Mark [

25
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The Wanila Times | rae

-all from Pagadian’ City in Zambo-
el Stir - were recovered Friday on
guyan Island.. oo’

stunity to_rescue-the victims after

“military operations in'the area.

: hoot the victims if they will know
~about the plan,” Medina said. -

2

3_'Em Fatisto; Junald Mmaiaﬂg and Spriano -
' 3-capt
- The military did not release deta

-

'm‘en were crew of the fishing * for

ing their captors were confusedand
‘tun because oficontimiing focused’

e tining was critical since the captors -

: V1etnamese were Te

'The sailors were amo
ship:MV Giang Hai’
*on:Februaty 25 whi
'ng'utatan'lsland. The ban

the hostages had bee

the crew while attempting t
soldiers recovered the re

f
!
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L7 AMBOANGA:CITY —Umuwi na kaliapon sa
“kanifang piimilya ang Jimang crew ng isang fishing bogt |
na dinukot ng Abu Sayyaf Group (AS() sa bahagi ng”
Sale. - s B T AR
- -Tto’y tnatapos ang malagumpay na pag-rescue ga k.
nila ng militar sa Sugbay Island, Languyan, T: awi Tawi:,
., Infhayag ni Western Mindando Command Commiand- -
et Licutengnt General CarlitoGelvez Ji:'1:30 ng hapon-.
“nitong Biyernes nang masalba ng tropa ag JointTask:
) in-Tawi atng Naval Task Groug ng Naval Forcs
Mindanao Command: ‘biktima

'f_aga_d‘ﬁi‘i‘i]ﬁBHS"ﬁg‘finili%éfﬁi_r;g1mpbri’r’;ayson ahibe

“pang ibang bihag. - i TR

Ang mga nailigtas na bihag ay sine Joshua Ybanez,

Fausto Emo, Junaid Minalang, Cipriano Sardido na taga-

. Pagadian City, at si Vergel Arquirio na nagmula naman 54
Davao City: - IR R -

Ayon kay Galvez, napag-dlaian nilang binantaan na

ng mga kidnapper na pupugutan ng uio ang isa sa limang

biktima sa mismong araw kung kailan sila nasalba kung

thitidi panila akukuha 1 demand

Jaang nagtatago ang teroristang grupo..L- o o
Sinabi ni Galvez na una naring tag-Gemand ng P3 mi-
lyon ang ASG para sa kalayaan ng limang biktima pero
hindi naman ito kayang ibigay ngkanilang pamilya dahil
-mahirap lamang ang mgaito, . oo T e
Mga crew ang limang biktima ng Fishing Boat Danvil
8 na dinukot ng armadong grupo roong Oktubre 14 sa
karagatang sakop ng Barangay Poblacion Simbahan, Pan-
gutaran, Sulu. . L
~ Sa ngayon, patufoy pa ang military operation upang’
makuha ang natitira pang pitong banryaga at 10 Pinoy na
kidnap victim na hawak pa ng Abu Sayyaf. :

&
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| Peaae taﬂksa CPP- Nm

Naniniwala si Senator

Panfilo "Ping” Lacson, na”

wala nang saysay kung isu-

sulong ‘pa hg gobyerno ang
usapang pangkapayapaan .

o peace tatks sa CPP-NPA-
NDF.

Ayon kay Lacson halos la-
hat na lamang ng nagdaang

. administrasyon ay nagsuiong

ngy peace talks pero wala ring
nangyasi dahii hindi nagka-
kasundo sa mga hinihinging
demands at halos imposible

Jing. maisakatuparan ang

: ___mgrupo_h_
i ﬂ;stratnon ate-smbatk s

peace initiative di ba? Perd di
magkakasundc because of
the demands. Ang demands
na binibigay ng CPP NPA
NDF mostly halos impossible
1o be met,” sabi ni Lacson.
Inihalimbawa ni L.acson
ang kahilingan noong pana-
hon ni dating panguiong
Benigno Aauino Hl kung saan
nais ng CPP-NPA na ma-
patili ang kanilang armadong
grupo at italaga pa bilang
mga forest guards.
Naniniwala si Lacson na

5 useiessqug

‘ng laban ang 'mga negosyo

at industriya sa lugar na
posibleng gamitin rin para
ragkaroon sila ng resources
na panlaban sa gobyerno:
"So anong intention? ‘Pag
naging NPA regulars, they will
control all the forest lands. So
lalong walang laban ang mga
may hegesyo at industries in
those areas. And they will be
able to amass resources na
gagamitin din nila, after all, to
fight government,” ani Lacson.
Isa si Lacson na sumu-

hinihingi ng mai{akailwang

infiitang ang hasabing k&

hilingan upang 1 makontrol ng

iasi every ads

auhgc aa Tmga kaguhatan’=f

%aéfrx aldng misvaalah

U

“Rerdristaiangigrup e
Escugalsy B YL 15 GOV

Rodrigo Dute

4

TSLpGTE SE PlARD Fi Pangulong
_ ;cjeklarang )
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Pa’ru Y ang pagmomom-
. tor ng tropa ng militar sa
sinasabing ‘mga dayuhang
_ Jihadists na umana'y tumutu-
long sa Bahgsamoro Islamic

" Freedom Fighters (BIFF) sa
Maguindanao at Cotabéto. -
fto ang ivthayag ni Armed
Forces cf the Philippines
- {AFP) Spokesman Major
Gen. Restituto Padilla Jr.

-matapes.Na.ibunyag.-ng...

"isang opisyal na may 100

ndayuhangdinadists . umano ..
“ang nakapasok sa bansa’

pamamagitan ng paadaan

“'sa southern’ backdoor eniry
‘ng Pilipinas - noong kasag-
sagan ng Marawi C:ty suege
sa Lanao del Sur.:;
Gayunman, s:nabl ni
Padiifa na hindi sa kanila
-nanggaling-ang.. report na

ito at pauloy pa lia ntang
kinukumpirma.::
Aminado naman -ang

opisyai na sa huiing monito-

ring nila ay.nasa8.nalamang...

ang dayuhang terorista na

need to validate and ascer-

L7

kanilang tinutugis. sarehiyon .k

taln H!l’idf Ramin sure- (lf ga-

ling Marawi} pero malamang
iba 'to. They maybe any
nationality that's why there’s
a need to check further,” ani
Padilla. :

Inihayag-nito na tulisy-
tuloy pa ¢in ang opsrasyon
ng militar upang fipulin ang
nalalabi pang mga BIFF.

Bmlgyang diin pa ni Pa-

ng toroHSTo Sa ‘Plllplnas' e
kaugnay.ng presen:gya NG L

g
Cantos}

7
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- “Minalang;at
" Bardido, ‘mga nakat;ra sa

Anib /B Danvil B fishing
dinukot ng iga bandido ropa

g P :
‘na tauhan ng Joint Task 5
noting Oktiibra 14, 201 Tsa :

_ Force Tawi-Tawi at ‘Naval -
- Forces Western Minda-
' nao ang Jimang Pinoy na .
todio Parcon; commander

tripulante na bitag ng'mga
bandidong Abu Sayyaf
Group sa isinagawang
operasyon sa karagatang
sakop ng Barangay Pobla-

' cion Simbahan sa bayari ng

Pangutaran Sulu.

Kinlala ang mga nasa-

g:p na sina Vergel Arguino

-1y, DavaoGity;Joshuatba- -

fiez, Fausto Emo, Junaid

Pagadian City, Zamboangda
del Sur at mga tripulante ng

16, “Admiral Ratd Medinz
kritikal ang rescue operation - Li :
G Galvez; Jr. Joy Cantos

Pahina.

nasabing: Iugar -
Ayonkay Bag. Gan :Cus-

ng Joint Task Force Tawi-
Tawf, ang mga. hikiima, ay
nasagip sa karagatan ng
Sugbay Island, Languyan sa

Tawi-Tawi noong Biyernes

ng hapon saka isinailatim

na sa medical ‘examination
bago itinurnover sa kani-

kanilang-pamilya: .
Sinabi naman fi- Flear

dahil maaring patayin ng Abu
Sayyaf ang mya bihag kung

8

Group... . -
“We were' abie to lead
tham 16 safety through our
contacts; thus this rescue,”

“he added. “The victims were
_;lmme.dlate!y subjected to
medical-examinations ipon

their arrival at this head-

at Rhoderick Benez

Noongnakatipasnalmg— '
.go ay.nasagip dinng militar
Ang’ tatlong Vietnamese
‘na bihag.ng Abu Bayyal

T

:quar{ers Bied gnsu{e Ahat: - Ly
‘medical cond;t:on be ad-
»naglﬂg.f?z;;i%__ Sk
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"Army-National Democratic Front

(CPP-NPA-NDF) kapag oplsyal :

na idineklarang “terorista” ni
" Pangilong Ro

makakaliwang grupo.

i Bell
Verronent - peace panei
,ong pa ang mga usapang

: 8 _
negotiator “Silvestre “Bello 10 7
_kahapon najinazafing mahg::I fa’

eace talks sa CommumsfParpr o

' 'of 1 e Philippines-New People's .

igo Duterte ang-
i : pronouncement ‘aniya.

.5 panayamsa teIepono, smab1 R

apipigilanng deklarasyon.

apaan, sa CPP-NPA- -

'atgawmlton “terrorists” dahil
‘patuloy-na panguaatake ng gmp
samga puwersang. pa,maha a:
buongbansa. -

Sinabi ni Bello na timaasa sﬂa na
maghbabago ang isip ni Duterte, “We:...
are still keeping our fingers crossed -

that the Pres:dent will recenmder h1s

Suportadeo nina Senador’ Panfﬂ
Lacson, Sen-Greeorio Honasan af

Senate Majority Léader Vice

“Sotto III ang balak ng Pangulo:na

Jdeklarang hemmstang giupo an

ahaﬂ

. terrorists 6o the peace ta
end ani Bello.

Nitong weekend, bmuhay il
i Disterte  ang kan .}za,ug intensiyon -
asipikasybn ng -

-NPA, ang armadong sangay ng

na baguhin arig k

J:3 antl-terrorists pol}cy' o

wﬂl'

guts can declare the NPAs as terrorists. -
-and that's what who they are for quite .
:along time. Theirideology hasbeery /-
one orore than d decade ago. They'
urn, desh‘oy, kﬂl mnocent cxvxhans_-_- e

at and harass ri’ml}:ulem-mvihans,
they harass to extort under'the > guise
of: revolutxonary taxati ;" and
Lacgor: 7%
“Naniniwala naran s Sen
AntonioF. Trillanes IV na ang plano
ay mananatiling “lip service to
Fppease and decerve the AFP (Armed
orees of the: Phxhppmes) hangga t
ngPangulo, 77 _
_ﬂmigkot' niy
dong i

admuustrasyon sa

Theconunmustswon tlay down e s,

Y afms, not even:for rDuterte .
itil-th i

‘I’nllan%ls ;’;‘5 Ka zhan s Seﬁado"
pressconference ahapon.. '
w1 Samael P Medenilla,‘
_‘Leonel M. Abasolaat
--Mario.B. Casayuran
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: 23
expect the-worldto call you?. .- :
| -7 “Terrorists, of course. What #ls el :
+ i Arid 56 who can fault the Commandegr-in-Chief for branding you -
. " Tike the"United States, President Duterte would place the Com- '
munist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Armiy-National Dem-"
ocratic Pront in the list of terrorists. o
Ifhe had recognized them before as legitimate rebels, Duterte said
hewould nolonger talk to them with the continued depredationsand
killing of innocent people - even an infant, a four months old baby
- during an ambush in Bukidnon. : T
- ”Sabeginning from now, wala nang (no more) rebellion-rebeflion-.
because rebellion is just a light offense. It can be bailable except for
the leader,” Duterte told reporters in a press interview. R
Duterte said he would remove the communist movement from
~-thghcategory-as-legal -entity- or-semis(revolutionary).movement...
“whith would ‘merit the government attention, "~ 7

will consider them terrorists; ordinary brigands andng

bout principles there. You are not fighting for any principle: My *
God, killing a four-month-old infant?” he said. .. .~ . ./

Duterte said government authorities would file murder, arson,
anddother charges “because 1would consider them criminals al-
ready.” R S

-'I‘ge President pointed out that killing a baby is anintentional act.
Itis not an‘accident. o .

““You khow when you fire at government vehicles or anyone for
; tteri There's always a danger:It'samalicious act. Theredsthe . |
JInten tat's why it's anambush,® he said:, '

_ “Therefore; according t6 law, you are respons:
nrsntended and intended victims. There is pure malice, there {is)
criminal intent. That is what the law éays,” he said. -

Asked if heis still interested in continuing the peace talks with the
CPP-NDF given that their armed group — the NPA — have inten-
sified attacks against government forces, Duterte said he isno longer
inclined to talk peace with the communists.

The peace negotiations with the left have been suspended since
February. B :

 The past two weeks saw the NPA’s intensified offensive opera-
tions against government forces in the areas of Davao, Bukidnon,
arid Agusan. . e T

In Davao City, NPA liquidation hitmen kilted a police officer in
Barangay Valencia, Tugbok District on November 13. Therebelsalso
abducted two police officers in Caraga.

On November 14, NPA burned iwo trucks along the highway of
Barangay Cuyago, Jabonga province of Agusan del Norte.

There was also the ambush incidentkilling a four-month-old baby
and a police officer in Talakag, Bukidnon.. :

Zt
lr_“-—m'_ur "
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‘Balik sa pagbomba,
| pagk:dnap, pagkikil -

NATUTUNAN na ng Islamic State ang leksiyon sa Mo-
sul,Raqga, at Marawi. Hindi nila kakayanin humawak
‘ng-eritoryo nang matagalan. Babagsak at babagsak
-ang mga-militia sa ragasa ng professional army na may
kanyon, tangke;-at -eroplanoc. Pero nariyan pa rin ang
hangad nila na pamayanihin ang Islam bilang gobyerno.

na blnubuo ng mgateronstang Maiayssans at Indonesuans

NOBYEMBRE 21, 2017

' ang’ Ban moro siam:c Freedom Flghters” :
sa Magumdanao, ; :

" Pinapayagan ‘ng-martial: law ;ang ‘paghahalughog at

'p'ag aaresto. nang walarig court warrant. Gafn'un natim-
‘. bog ang ama.ng Maute terrorist.brothers:patungong

Marawi nu'nig kasisimiila pa lang ng siege: Naudiot din
ang pag-reinforce ng mga child-soldier recruits sa Maute
terrorists mufa Sarangani. Sa banta ng bahay-bahay
na paghalighog naipasuko ng Armed Forces ang daan-
daang armas sa kamay ng political clans sa bayan-bayan
paligid ng Marawi. At nasukol ang flang narco-politicians
na pinaniwalaang riag-armas at hagpondo sa mga Maute.
Pero hindi ‘magiging :habambuhay ang martial igw.
Kaflangan satuhin ng pulis ang gun controf sa Mindango.

_Kaya.guguluhin pa rin nila ang normal na buhay ng tao.
“Maghahasik'pa rin sila ng terorismo. Babalk sila'sa mga
datln takiika: pagbomba, pagkidnap, at pagkikil.

Ya ng.;dahilan King bakit naisng security’
mana’uit ang martial law sa Mindanao. Armado at nagba-

Dapat patas na iparehistro sa political warlords angmga ..

armas, pard maitabi sa'figa bahay.”

Kailangan din magtu!ungan ang. mga paaralan, komu-

“inidad; ‘atmga samahan sa pagkontra sa radikalisasyonirigh

{Sundan sa pahina 5)

ﬁAPOL v Mula pahrha

""‘kabataang Mustim. Sa edu-
» _kasycsn at kauntaran rmaipaki

2

4 - P -
Makinig sa Sapoi Sa-

~bado, B-10 ng umaga, DWIZ

C-(BBE AM
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COMMUNITY.
Thailand

Alvin Santiago

CHONBURYL, Thailand (DWDD) - The Philippine Navy Contingent headed by Commodore Albert A Mogol AFP,
Commander, Fleet-Marine Ready Force as head of mission and Navy Captain Donn Anthony L Miraflor PN {GSC) the
Commander Naval Task Group 80.5 conducted open ship aboard BRP-Tarlac (LD601) and BRP-Gregorio Del

Pilar(FF15) on November 15, 2017.

The two (2) ships were visited by the Filipino Community ai Thailand and other Navies from the participating countries.
Subsequently, a PN Hosted reception and Filipino Community Interaction were simultaneously conducted at the evening

aboard BRP Tarlac (LD601).

INTERACTION | PN Ships conducts “Open Ship”in

The Phihppme Navy Contmgem with the tWO{z) sh:ps will be paﬁ!CIpaimg in the Enternational Fleet Revrew 201 Twith

sipther ASEAN and NONEASEAN countigs s NPADIMCAG
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COURTESY CALL | Commander FMRF visits

Royal Thai Fleet Headquarters

CHONBURY, Thailand {(DWDD) — Commodore Albert A Mogol AFP, Commander, Fleet-Marine Ready Force
and head of mission for ASEAN Multilateral Naval Exercise (AMNEX) 2017 together with the Naval Task
Group 80.5 Staff aboard BRP-Tarlac (LD601) paid courtesy call to Commander in Chief, Royal Thaj Navy
Admiral Naris Pratoomsuwan and Commander in Chief, Royal Thai Fieet Admiral Rangsarit Sattayanukul on
November 14, 2017 at Royal Thai Fleet Headquarters, Chonburi District, Thailand. The Philippine Navy sent
two vessels to this ten (10) day 1st ever AMNEX and International Fleet Review hosted by the Royal Thai
Navy. NPAO/MCAG
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Envoy optimistic about return of Balangiga bells to PH
By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora November 20, 2017, 7:04 pm

“MANILA. ~--Ambassador-designate.to.the.United.States.Babe Romualdez. is.optimistic that the. .. .

Balangiga bells will "soon” be returned to the Philippines after Defense Secretary James Mattis
assured President Rodrigo Duterte that he will do everything in his capacity to bring back the
war artifacts.

During the meeting of Mattis and Duterte at an event in Pampanga, the envoy said the latter
requested the US official to help Manlla in retnevmg the be!is gzven tt has sent;mentai value to

" the Filipino people.

According to Romualdez, Mattis gave a response assuring the chief executive "he will do what
he can".

With the favorable reply, the envoy said the bells' return is certain should come a time that the
authorization necessary would come from the defense secretary.

"Ang maganda rin doon, yung defense secretary siyempre siya ang namamahala sa Armed
Forces ng US, baka dumating ang araw na siya lang ang kailangang mag-authorize na isoli na
sa atin yung mga bells," he said.

"For me, | am confident that we'll get it back in a couple of years, no not years, | think sooner
than later,” he said. "(lt ‘would be) within our lifetime, but | think sooner than later since (talks) -

"Ang latest na information na na-receive ko, yung law which prohibits the bringing of articies of
war, memorabilia ng war medyo nag-expire na, so mayroon tayong mga kaibigang Amerikano
na tumutulong sa atin,” Romualdez said before he leaves for Washington to assume his role as

the Philippine envoy to US.

~{JS Ambassador to the Philippines Sung Kim in-July already-said America is willing to returri-all--- =

three Balangiga Bells to the Philippines as both sides explore resolution at an earlier date.

The prominent bells were taken from the Balangiga church in Samar by American troops as a

war
booty from the "Balangiga Massacre” in 1901,

With a total of three, one bell is displayed at the 9th Infantry Regiment at Camp Cloud in South
Korea while the other two are in the former base of the 11th Infantry Regiment at F. E. Warren
Air Force Base in Cheyenee, Wyoming.

Duterte first demanded for the return of the bells during his second State of the Nation Address.
“Give us back those Balangiga bells. They are ours. They belong to the Philippines. They are
part of our national heritage. Isauli naman ninyo. Masakit ‘yun sa amin," he said. (PNA)
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