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At the opening of oral arguments in two challenges to President Duterte’s war on dmgs,.two.gxigh court.

magistrates say PNP raids on suspects’ houses without court orders are unconstitutional.

By Marlp.n"k'amofs &
. @MRamosING

Pohce raids ‘on houses of drug
suspects without }udmal war-

rants violated the antitorture
law and other individual rights

" tion, two Supreme Court jﬁs- .

tices said on Tuesday.
At the opening of oral argu-

ments in two petitions chal-:
lengmg President " Duterte’s’
brutal war on drugs, Associate, -
“gistance Group, bmuzht thepe- .. ...

,Tusttce Marvic Leonen asked

Manuel Diokno, wha represent-

ed some of theé petitioners,
about incidents of policemen

- barging into the, houses of drug
‘Suspects mthout court orders.

Diokno, of the Freé Legal As-

“erishfined 1 the 1987 Constitg="

“Hiiran” rlghts

lawyer }ose '

'tztzon to stop the pohce raids on o

ondrugs e
Annther group of petxtion-

_ ers, represented by Joel .Bu--

' tuyan of the Center for Interna-
tional Law, brought a class suit

other people whose Telatives -
were slain'by pohce in the war_

intervention  to keep.
reighborhood in San Andres
Bukid, Manila, safe from police-
men who have allegedly kilied
35 ‘residents of the impover-
ished community since the war

against the Philippine National
Police seeking Supreme Court‘_'_.
their

ondrugsbegan lastyea
~Answering-. Leonen’s ques-

. tions, Diokno ‘said policemen
who

conducted . warrantless
house searches violated the right

~of citizens to be presumed inno-

cent and the right against
unreasonable search and

)

. 35
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R "seizure as defined under Amcle
11f of the 1987 Constitution.” =
Dissecting the police opera--
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tional -procedures, ° Leonen
questioned Diokne on: hew-_the _
PNP - implemented ~ "Oplan.

;-Tokhang"-—the maif Vehicle of o
“Mr. Duterte’s crackdown dniille-
- gal drugs~—based on the: experi-
-ences of Dickno's clients.”.
- “If a suspect does not open_
the door, what happens to-the
suspect? If you do not open the
.00, somethmg will happento
Yyou; is it mot correct? So° there=: .
fore, there is a threat?: Led
“asked Dickno. .
' ‘Liorien pointed out that po--
fice entry into the houses of
drug suspects effectively placed
-them under custodial investiga-
tien without the assistance of 4
‘Jawyer in violation of the law.. .
“When somebody is under a
coercive process to make that
‘person actually do something,
‘as in this case open the door to
the police, let them in, make
‘them do whatever, then there® :
-=foreunderpainofcoercignthen., : . : :
_ ‘thatinfactis torture according S
R m} the iaw i h& sazd e e S e e

Orders unconstitutional,

“Is it possible that there is a
violation of the Constitution im--
-mediately because of how Oplan

Tokhang is imagined m the

“irictimination'and right’
dial interrogation,” he said.”

Dickno answered in the af-
firmative and claimed that the
supposed unlawful acts of po-
lice officers were ailowed by the
issuance of PNP Command
Memorandum  Circular No.
16-2016 and the Department of
the Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG} Memorandum Cir-

cular No, 2017-112.

He argued that the DILG and
PNP orders should be declared
unconstitutional for using the
words “neutralize” and "nega-
tion,” whose vague definitions
only encouraged policemen to
kill drug suspects and resort to
“shortcuts” in dealing with the

drug fnenace.

“It expressly authorized the
police to kill [drug suspects] in
the. guise .of neutralizing or
negating thém without the ben-
efit of irial and due process of
law in violation of the Bill of
Rights,” Diokno said.

“The only true and lasting

“solution to rampant crimes is to

strengthen the justice system,
not te supplant it with justice
that emanates from the barreis
of guns,” he added.

Senior Associate Justice An-
tonio Carpio said policemen
who conducted a case buildup
against drug suspects who re-
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fused them entry:-coutd be.neid. .
liable for violating the suspects’
“right to privacy. e

«p citizen has the right to
refuse entry [to the police] i

" there is no seatch warrant”
Dickno insisted. S

714,000 drugkillings -
CC Bituyan; thelawyer for the
petitioners from “San” Andres
Bukid, said the tnabated drug
kiliings in‘the country, which
rights groupssay ROw number
about 14,000, started right af-
ter Mr. Duterte won the presi-
dency and following the is-
suance of the DILG and PNP
circulars. :
' «Never in olr history as @

people has it happened that
 state agents, ‘our police, admit-
" ted to being responsible for

S oountr U AT B i e S
killings been justified on the ba- e
sis of a government circular,”
Butuyan said, .

The high - tribunal sum-
soned PNP-chief Ronald -dela.
Rosa, Interior Undersecretary

. Caraling, Cuy, ‘Philippine Drug
Generat Aa qu -
gerous Drugs  Board official
Marlowe Pedrégosa to Show up
at the continuation of the oral
arguments on Nov. 28,

Also directed to attend the
next hearing were National Po-
lice Commission Vice Chair and
Executive Officer Rogelio Ca-
surao and PNP Internal Affairs
Service chief Alfegar Triambu-
io. INQ :
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Former interior secretary -
~ Manuel Roxas 11, eight
other Cabinet secretaries of
the Aquino administration
and 21 officers and private .
individuals were charged

the Metro Rail Transit Line
. 3(MRT:3) system.
| AlI'30 respondents, accord-

ing to the Department of Trans
portatiort (DOTy), from 2012

ntered into several

g dsof national gover

coffers and allowed: some 10
enrich themselves. -~ o8
The DOTr also claimed that
these acts are to blame for the
problems being encountered
by the train system, including
accidents, technical glitches
and. railway issues, among
others. . * R .
| Also charged before the
U Office of the Ombudsman
were former secretaties Joseph
Emilio Abaya (transportation),
Florencio Abad (budget), Ce-
car Purisima (finance), Jericho
Petilla (energy), Mario Montejo
(science), Voltaire Gazmin {de-
fense), Rogelio Singson (public
works) and Arsenio Balisacan
{economic’ develo’pmen’s}. All
the secretaries were named
in the complaint for being
members of the Government

- Procurement Policy Board.
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_ Railnc. (BURD) and Marlo dela Cruz

-retaries Bdwin Lopez, Rene Limcaoco
and Catheri

*The DOTr also implicated former -
ormer

‘Department of Transportatio
‘Communications (DOTC) undersec-

ne Jennifer Gonzalés; for-
pn e

mille Alcaraz; and former
members Ofelia Astrera, Chat
EloisaJulia Opulendia, Oscar Bongon
Jose Rodante Sabayle and Maria Ce
cilia Natividad. i

1t also charged

Velasco, Belinda Ong Tan, Brian

Velasco, Chae-Gue Shim,; Antonio
Bortomeo, Jun Ho Hwang, Elpidio

Silverstre Uy, William dela Cruz.and
Eugene Rapanut of Busah Univet:

ot venture PH Trams:
MRT-3 proj

A THnaralsel; L
and Abaya set.jnto motion .a

scheme of turning the DOTCa
toml s cash cow {by) entering

the expens dam
prejudice of the Filipino peopl
‘charge sheet read. i

.._:_;f';D_OTr undersecretary for'.i'ésg.a_l__-aff_ _ g fiale

.p‘r

. notevenappeat ’_cof_b" registered with

mis-

fairs and procurément Re1m}: Paui Ye-
:bfa-' Jegal servi ces director’ Giovanni

: Stre

ep sﬁo'r'iéé ofpu

nted out that eve

4h
ed ot g started -
the service maintenance bemg’

yihing st

‘ovided by Japanese firm Sumitomo
orp;; which was doing. well from

private individus 1997.to 2012, was replaced. © =
ais Eldonn Ferdinand Uy, Elizabeth
from 2011 t0 2012, “with the intention

of easing out Sumitomo and replacing

“Rokas, who was DOTC secretafy

it with their own dummy corpora-
ons fun by well-known Liberal
a

dpon the reques
i idding for al

Q1L

imants said, he signed the short-
“maintenance contract of MRT-3

th an estimated co

_ cte _ 2 dummiy éntity fo
opez and lawyer Mark Steven Pas- '
tot lodged the complaint for plunder,
graft and procurement law violations. i
csinyg that the phndet law “pe-

in2013, o

rly (LP) stalwarts,” sat and didnot.
ts of Sumitomo
ferm

n ] act of Mk ‘spondents, by the
1 PH Trame-CB&T Joint Venture |
ust a day after he replaced Roxas on’

Oct. 19,-2012.and extended the con- -
ract al of four months

Tt added that the

belonging to'the Liberal Party {LP)"
COrpOTators, -
a who'was
tort $30 mil

o Trekom.

. The family of: at ;
dela Cruz is also reportedly active -
in politics under the LP in'Manaoag .
town, while incorporator Federico .
Remo served as executive vice presi-
dent of Philippine Export-Import

 Credit Agency undet the Depariment .

of Finance. -
. Arturo Sorian

Iso an mcorpora- .
proymcidl capitol -

angasinan and
f former. v

tor, was allegedlya

15 eviden

agreed fo particip
indirectly, in the am

5

RT:3 trairis, fracks, signaling,
vér supply and stations” started.
at PH Trams-CB&T does

jod when the “rapid deterioration

next service maintenance confract —
worth P685 million — was awarded
to the joint ventire of Global-Autte
Porte Techniguie Global Inc..
(Global-APT) from Septem-
ber 2013 t6 September 2014.
This was allegedly grant-
ed thréugh closed-door ne-
gotiations instead of public
bidding; which “reeks of
anomaly-and conspiracy”
since Marlo dela Cruz was.
also the authorized represen--
tative of the firm.. .. -
The OTr added that
Global-APT did not buy
spare parts for the MRT-3
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with a budget
~awarded it to

- In Febr , the DOTC an--
‘pounced the putch asie Of 48 traincars,

ot of P3.769 billion, anid |
Tyalian Locomotive &

= There were in_div_iduals th’.
p d to have favored an incom-
itont maintenance proyvider andin:

* mismanaging the train system. They.
' should see this as an opportunity for.
them to clear their names;? Poe gaid:
./ Presidential spokesmari Hatry
Roque gave assurance that those who-
‘caused suffering to MRT commitifers:

issties — the cars were (00
no prototype

checked prior.£o ‘delivery'of all ‘the P
ne usability -as re-

cars {0 -determi

quired by the' contract’

e g to the DOTE, all the’
charges form part of the “methodical
vwhich the respondénts manu--.

Way:by

factired the circumstances which
aliGwed them to execute the P4.251- -

billion BURI contract” by negotiated -
procurement f;or’ii;Mia_rfc_h;QQ]’ﬁtp}to :

2017

ity and weight.
heavy and-
‘was delivered and: in

 “as.a result of the failure &

. j:He added that 1t15thehelght of
“ustice for Filipino taxpayers o

"'a]‘y P54 million per month on top
" of the P1.8-billion fixed fee:for other
“iservices “to an unworthy contractor
that is incapable of delivering the -
reliable system.” RS o
~ Roque added that Transportation.
Secretary Arthur Tugade is taking
Mpositive steps” toimprove the MRT-
'3 by tapping a reliable maintenance
- contractor and butlding new rails.
" genate Minority Leader Franklin'

nomalie

identifie
i

Sla

5y

million ~ money that w.

~inicomipati

“bought. -

§were
_ nalin
ystem project for the train Systeny
“which cost the governm ent P888

illion = money that was wasted -
after two different and completely
Je signaling systems were

Drilon;-an. LE.stalw: rged the

to stop blamin DIevious
nistration for th 3 prob
- lemsand to focus instead on finding
solutions for the sake of commuters.
" He said he could not comprehend
tow the former officers could be
~charged with plunder as_he main-

tained his “confidence in the integ-
11 _:”_._gf__th.ﬂse_a;:cused.-.;_::_. R—

Just one b ot otk

COMPRatis asste oo _ lements of plunder 1s fhat you pers:
“the Ombudsmarn o act V. sonally profited to the extent of P50

conthe cases. | i o - pfillion. I dom't even think that there -

. “AsThave Prekusi}“-mentmnedl ‘is an allegation that these respondents |

we should let the “ax:fall where it
We expect that the om-

] Wwill act expeditiotisly on
the case, because every day of delay -
means distress and hardship for our
tiding public. We can only achieve
people by making
“those responsible for their woes ac-
countable,” Poe said in a staterent.

should..

budsman

justice for our

% Pge; who chairs thie-Senate com-
e added that~
the complaints affirmed what her

panel found during its legislative

investigation on the MRT-3 case.

mittee on public services,

“profited personally,” Diilon said.
. PBA party-list Rep. Jericho .
Nograles claimed that an-organized
and regular bribery arid -commis-
sion system has been going on at the
‘DOTr to keep a favored maintenance
provider. R
He urged BURI to return all that it
has collected from the government,
arguing that the Comumission on
Audit has declared the P3.8-billion
maintenance contractinvalid. ~With
Paolo Romero, Marvin Sy, Pelon
Porcalla, Jess Diaz, Alexis Romero
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_ ZAMBOANGA CITY: Government
forces have stepped up its eperations
agamst the communist rebel group
New PeOpies Armty (NPA} Iy Zamboanga g

 Peninsula with the capture of two of

e seniof Ieaders in Pagadlan Caty S

j :whlie about ahe ‘hiindred famil jes ﬂed
! mesfallowmg srght ﬂg of armed i

4ig : :
P aédltmnai chefkpmnts 1 preempt " -ﬁseople became afraid afterleam ing
' _a:zy rebelattacks. L © “about what happened to the team == &
The Phlhppme National Poiice backed ' ' 'Ieader ofa PhiElppme Army patroi 5gt
: by “Army soldiers captured. {eonardaJace-. : IdgarAnda% w%m was kmeti inaniPA -

and Ros afloTabanaa in the;r hldeout in

* Joaded with butlets,
47 ammunition, 10 assorted 1dent|ﬁcation :
carts and 17 cell phones. - '
' rigadserGeneraiﬁacmtn Bareng _
~ commanderof the 102nd Infantry Bri Brgade,'
" iaid the two communist Jeaders have ="~ - : Senmf Supt teony Roy Ga, Ihgan Czty
-standing warrants of anestfor mumpie _ : _}?ohce Ufﬁcg_d]rectef,_satc_l thie presence of
crlmina¥ chiarges, including musder. - e EERRTE L e
* He said Jacotin is thellPAs iogasncs
. oﬁv:er?or western Mindanao and-:
' _Tabanao is the finance officer. -
#*The NPAtop leaders are: respon---
: mbiefur Tohbery, !argewscale gxtor-,
tion activities, proliferation of i fegal
fi rearms and explosives, and muréer
cases inthe area,” he saic.
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nfsuspecfeé NPA rebelsat s checkpomt _-:

‘i Nasughu, Batangas foffowing an

~éncointer with the Philippine Air Force's.

730(11 Combat Group atabout 8 18 '

am on Monday.

Capt Me!chorDhranie spokesman

-._-.for the Phlh;)pme Army's 2nd Infantry 3

NPAs inRogengon stili pases as threat to -
the resments;?He added that Mayor (elso :

“lcom - Tel no. (02) B45-4555 Local: 5285, 5295

- The Provincial Police Office in Batan-
- gas identified the arrésted as Jocelyn -
- Cabadin, Jenelyn Bayani, Léonardo
“de'los Reyes Ir.; Carlos Saniesa, Orlan”

. managed t0 escape are bemg pursueci

Cabadin, Josefing Castiftana, Pheping
" Sacdatan:Roberto Hemnandez and Matk

Headdeéthamvlhans mthe areates o

Brig. Gen. Arnulfo Marcelo Burgas

g I, commanderoft_he Philippine Army's -
. 202nd Infantry Brigade, reported . -

o pnrted that NPA meimibers vere ftiding atthe
o _'umew;thm the ericounter site at Barangay

Utod inNasughis niar the checkpamt Whlth s
* aboiit three kilometers away..

thiat the Alr Force's combat groip dnscov- |

ered an NPA.encampment ofi Sunday.

.+ Hesaid the NPA camp is under. -
- Kumander Honda who is behind the en-
 counterin Batangas City last September.

+ The arrestsand the encounter cane

: days after President Rodrigo Duterte

“announced that he would issuea

- proclamation categanzmg the NPA as a ]
- terforist group.
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R -:Ufﬁéét'iét"zsa'ffl 2 miyem

bro atsympathizers ng mga

rebaldeng New People’s

Army {NPA).ang nasako-::
te ng-militarsa Hinayong:
checkpoint sa Barangey’
Utod, bayan ng Nasugbu,

Batahgas noong Lunes ng
umaga, - T
Ry O IKaY ‘Captain”Mel-

chor-Durants, spokesmart:
‘ng Army’s-2™.Infantry: Divi-.
‘slon, ang 12 rebelde ay ha-

ong.afas:10.ng,

‘Basesa pahiayag ng

“llang residents sa nasa- .
“bing lugar. ang 12 rebeide.
ay namataang humaha--

ngos ng takbo pasakay sa

‘pampasaherong jeepnay

rnatapos naman ang eng-
kuwentro sa pagitan ng

“mga sundalo at NFA rebels
g3 nasabing barangay.

" "The said checkpointwas .
gat-up in order to prevent:
the armed terrorists from.
figeing from the encounter

“gite,” avon kay BRgGen™ _ — S
y - Nasugbu Police Station. Joy '

‘rnuifo Marcelo Burgos
{-‘commander ngrArmy-

izers, sakote

Pahina. é

2027 Infantry. _ _

“Nabatid na ‘ang: grupo
‘ng mga rebelde na naka-
“sagupa ng militar ay nag-
tangkang manabotahe sa
katatapos na ASEAN Surm-
mit sa Philippine’ Interna-
tional Convention Centersa
Marila atilan pang Kaugnay
.na pagpupulong sa-Sou-

thern Luzon. .- P
Nakatakda namang sam-
‘pahan ng kasong: Kriminai
ang 12 rebelde na itinurnover
“ha ng-milit_ar:-sa-:;kustédiyafgng;

“ Cantos

[V
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“Umiskor ang tropa
ng militar matapos na
makubkol ang tatlo sa
mga kuta ng target na
Bangsamoro islamic
Freedom F;ghters {BiFF)
sa patuloy na opens;ba
sa kagubatan ng Car-
mern sa'Cotabato ka-

eeiTIBKAIBWE s

mga’ kampo ng BIFF
ay magkakasunod na
nakubkob ng ropang
gobyerno.

Bandang atas-
‘15 naman ng umaga
nang magkakasunod
na rmakubked ng mga
sundale ang dalawang
kuta ng BIFF na may

sa Brgy. Tonganon, Car-

mern.

Nakumpiska sa Tu- _

gar ang mga gamit sa
kusina, grocsry items,
battery, mga gamot, mga

damif, cellphone at iba .-

pa.
Sumtinod namang

natiscd ng tropang go-

Jalawigang Ho.
Ang operasycn, ayon

kay Encinas ay bahagi

ng opensibang iniutos ni
AFP Chief of Staff Gen.

‘Réy Leonardo Guetrero

upang lipulin ang nala-

-~ labipang BIFF saCen-.
~tralMindanao dahilan sa
_serye ng paghahaszk ng

Ayor kay Capt. Arvin
ncl_nas spokesman.ng ..
rmy's 67 infantry Divi- -

sion (ID), ang naturang

12 kibe na madaring
pagkasyahan ng. 300 BIFF car

langim
ro lamiang ang distansya

anda

At
Tonganon, Carmen ng

byerno ang isa’pang *

akalapitiang:
pang gobyerno ay mab-

garito ng-terorismor::
man, ‘bago- pa

- lisnang nagpulasan ang

mga rebeldeng BIFF
bithit ang mga halagas
at sugatan nilang kasa-
mahan.

Sinabi ni Encinas na
ang nakubkeb na kampo
ng BIFF ay may tatlong
tents na may canopy at
10 pang karagdagang

improvised.lenis.na p;

naniniwalaang maaaring

30 katao {Joy Cantos)

pagkasyahanag mahagit.-_:_--:
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DND'sa CPP-NPArebels: . -
g 0 kung ayaw bansagangterorista
- Hinamon kahapon ng Department of National
Defense ang mga rebeldeng New People’s Aimy na
“suinuko kung-ayaw nilang mabansagang riga terorista.
L7 Ayon kay Defense Spokesman Arsenio Andolong,
‘kungaysw ng CPP-NPA rebels ng malagyan g “terror
tag’ ‘ng administrasyon ay walang pinakamabuti kundi
ang magsisuko ang mega ito sa batas. ¥
+Una pang sinabi ni Pangulong Duterte na pinaplano
‘naniyanglagyan ng “terror tag’ ang komunistang mga
rebeide matapos ang serye ng pagkakasangkotng mgi
rebielie sa paghahasik g terorismo . kabilang ang
‘pananambang sa convoy g mga pulis na ikinasawi
‘ngisangparak atisang 4 buwang saniggol na babae'sa

. Jalakag, Bukidnon noong Nobyembre 9.ng taong:ito
-atiba pang uri ng karahasan. 7L

| ko ang mea rebeldeng NPA ang 4
ing ng:CPP-NDF dahilan binibigyan pa ang mga‘ito
kakataon ng: ﬁgainil};_al%ag na magbalikloob sa

VloY Canfass 000 A

13
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The: Nalusnd Newspaper

Honoring
the soldler.
President

. Duterte

confers the

Order of

Lapu-Lapu

Kampilan

Medal on

Sgt. Erwin

Gassilang

“attheArmy
General -

Hospltalin:

Fort Boni-

facio. Gas-

stlang was
wounded in
aperations

_toiiberate
Marawi

City-from

- the Maute

+Forees chief
Gen. Rey
uerrero.
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“ing the peace talks with the com-
- munists and has threaténed to

- shut down mining firms paying -

 the so-called’ revoiutionary tax:

o' rebels.
o Asof yesterday Ihave dec1ded'.-_
__"fo ut talks with the NPA (New

gl.‘i

 have launched attacks thatharmed
innocent. civilians and’ made de—

“1 told {presidential peace ad-

SIBES AT

AFFAIRS — Emali adt: pacpa.army20iZ

i oo - <. mentithief negotiat
]’rebident Duterte is abandon- :
: Netherlands, I am nolonger avail-
~ able for any official talk: Giyera na
lang tayo {let us ]ust wa
Duterte deciared

'-_army,” he added.

Duterte said the communists |

. mandsthathe could notgiveinto. .

thar i & SOucE OF nationa priae

2@gmal.com - Telno. {02}

"]”esus) Dureza and (govemﬁ_':
Sil e_a_tre‘i__-
= *You tell the guys there'in

ar),”

Duterte also 1sque

845.8555 Local: 5285, 5288

S ALY mining com sanies are
g

B .paymg taxes to the NPA. Wxthout _

exceptions. Their mining won t '

thrive if they do not glve thoney,”

' Duter{:e said

.- "Wehave to demde once and for

CallHT g0 against the communists,
* then'everybody has to reconfigtre

their relationship with the NPAIf -

- yousupport them financially, Twill

close you down,” he added. 5
* Duterte said he is prepared to

go 10 War-with the communists,

“who have been waging an armed
struggle agamst the government
“for B0 years. ..

71f they ‘want war, 1 will gwe
it to them. I cannot do anything
because | tried to talk to them and
asked them if we can'reach a settle-
ment,” the President said.

o Filipinos shouid stop, ﬂﬁenlwould s

headded.

-the NPA to attac

uhder marﬂai Iaw i

be happier. Butthey, are askmg me -
for thmgs whxch Tean )

go’natmns w1th the re
July after the Com:
of the Philippines

troopers enforcmg
Mindanao. .
The CPF, which 387

agin Asid's

Jongest-running 1 insurgency, called
on its armed wing:t

NPA to
latnch offensives in responseto
Duterte’s plan to put Mindanao
1 'tﬂ the end

”If you feel I;ke the kﬁlingﬂ of of the yeat.:
%
PSS T m - Tel no, (02) 645-9555 Local 5785, 5295
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The President imposed martial law

worid-class Army that is 8 source of national pride

in Mindanao after jihadists laid siege
to Marawi City last May 23. Marawi

ag beeti freed from terrorists last iail ad

d: oacpa.army2012@grmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 3203

“month ‘but Mindariao remains under
martial Taw becatise of the presence of

~ éxtremists in other provinces..
©_Another contentious issue was the

S ermand of the dommunisis-to’ free

Nothing new

rebel feaders facin criminal charges.

- The gov

ernmientrejected this, sayingit

> -caﬁn_c’&ﬁ_lﬁé'done until a bilateral cease-
©« fire agreement issigned. - .

' case it is niot
“they are v

1.was President, they are

ing I cannot give be-
ine:to. ‘gi_ve-‘aﬁd"’éirice -

very unreasonable, I said .

stand down but they do not follow”

Duterte said.

' .- Duterte "slamfgx:éa ‘the 'NPA for the
- ambitsh in Bukidnon last Nov. 9 that

‘jeft 3 four-month-old infant and a po-

. liceman dead.

7 will admit it, [ am a fascist. 1 will
categorize you already as terrorisis,”

he said.
Duterte also claimed some militant

“groups are legal fronts that are “in

conspiracy” with the NPA.
Last week, Duterte said he would

Karapatan: .

rorigt group,” Palabay said. - -

‘rights group Karapa--

 tan said there was nothing new in
. J?u’ce‘rt"e’s th"r?at to send all leftists to

is threat to crack down on Bayan

- and other progtessive groups, with the

_twisted logic that they are anathema

it arid are conspiring
miunist-Party:of the .
Phils s fired and tnoriginal
repetition of the same plot weaved
by known fascists like Marcos,” said
Cristina Palabay, secretary-genéral of
The ¢rackdown threat'is not at all
surprising, especially after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s visit.
“Duterte is now shamelessly parrot-
ing US déclarations and even planning
to fist the New People’s Army as a ter-

Palabay defended Bayan and other .

“jssue a proclamation classifying the

< NPAas aterrorist group hreat
ened to launch a crackdown ag nst

L OFFICH

leftist organizations.
7] be issuing a proclamation. I

" will remove them from the category
- of (a legal) entity or at Jeast a gemi-

“militant groups, saying they” “hHave”
.. long fought forthe basic politicaland . ... i
~ecConomicTig : S e R

cendthreat- o

..8ociety.

onomic rights of the people.
',Sh_gz'added that protests and dissent

by these groups are helpful in pushing

for reforms and changes in Philippine

movement which would merit our
' itioh — placing them, just like )

JAn terrorists;” Dutert
" Duterte warned he would exert afe
otforts to file a slew of criminal charges
against the communists.

“So beginning from now, there will
be no more rebellion because rebel-
lion is just a light offense. It can be
bailable except for the leader. We will
file (terrorism}, murder, everything.
Arson with murder. Everything. Be-
cause ] would consider them criminals
already.” he said.

The- communist insurgency that
began in 1968 and which the mili-
tary said is now mostly waged in
Mindanao has claimed an estimated
30,000 lives, .

‘The rebels have been in off-and-on
peace talks with the government since
Duterte was elected last year.

* Bothsides declared unilateral cease-

_organizations are not enough, Duterte

- ics whom he tagged as subversives,”

~ Cervantes, Ben Serrano .

"The Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pili-
inas KME). condemne_d Duterte for

“As if the daily political killings of
activists ‘and leaders of progressive

now wants a crackdown of all his crit-

said Danilo Ramos, chairman of KMP.
“This is an open red-tagging not
only against Bayan but against all
critics of the Duterte administration.
Duterte is obviously laying the ground
for an open fascist rule and a possible
nationwide martial law declaration.
This is yet'another proof of his very
fragile leadership and very volatile
political situation. Duterte is desper-
ate to hold control of his presidency,”

Ramos said.
. = With Artemio Dumlao, Ding

fires, but these did not last..

| add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 .

Duterte suspended formal peace
talks in May after both sides failed to

resolve a dispute over the CPP order se: ’alerving the people. Securing the land.

for the NPA to step up attacks.
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At nagkaroon man ng peace taIIzs ang NPA hmd: naman nag-
paawat sa pag-atake I:zaya ang gobyemo napikon na at 1p1nat1gi§ na
ang peacetalks. - -~
- Kung tutuusin, para | saan pa ang pag-uusap para sa hapayapaan
:Izung tuloy din naman ang: ‘pag-atake nila, hindiba? -~ ..
At ngayon nga ang pmaha—latest .ang Malacafang balak na raw
'1de§21arang teroristang grupo ang New Peoples’ Army atang hakbang
‘naito suportado namanng Ariited Forces of the Philippines (AFP).

- ‘Dahil kung sustmahin; m ¥maw naman dawnaterrorattackang

s ginagawanganga. . met paninira.n mga a
' pangingikil sa mga sibilyan sa mga lalawigan.” -
Satotoolang, pangitr naman talagana tayu-tayo pang mga Pﬂipmo

ang siyang nag-aawayat -hindi nagkakasundo pero kung ang effortsa
pakikipag-ayos ay sa pamahalaan Iang at hindi naman nakikinig o

niaipilit lang ang gusto ng Rabilang panig at hindi rin sila:tumitigil sa .

rarlanat o

pag-atake, mukhang wala ngang kapupuntahan at pagsasayang lang
g peraatoras ang mgap
7 Pakangasa pagkak _ ;
terorista ang solusyon upang mapati
“atake!

g na slasa anil
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By Divina M. Suson
' @mqulrermmdanao

MARAWI ClTY—uA “section of
this city, rendered a virtual ghost
town at the height of the five-

_month fighting between govern-
_ment _troops ..and . terrorists,

perked up with life on Monday

" as more.than 1,000 families ar-

. rived after almost six months at_

_residents were supposed to re-

turn - on Saturday, but some
"szghtmgs” in the area prompt-
ed the military to reschedule
their homecoming.

“There were certain reasons, .
security reasons, that we cannot
say in public. That's why werec-

‘ommended to the Task Force

Bangon Marawi to delay their
return, * Brawner said.

(1,167 fa retumed
to their homes in the villages of

Bacolod Chicoe, Toros, Lumbac A

Toros and Tuca after fleeing the

5 4wh0 laid siege

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: cacpa. army2012@gmail.com - Tel

an evacuatton site in Illgan City,”

fighting between government
troops and Islamic State (IS)-in-’
_ spzred terrorist

The “War “started “when the™

leader and the so»calied 18 “emir”
in Asia, was staying. Hapilon's
group fought back, triggering the
fighting that dragged on for al-

most five months and displaced
tbousands of farmhes from the

to be from Butlg town in Lanao

del Sur provmce sarrived on.
'_famﬁles, however, had been

. razed during the war. They are
now living with relatives, but the
 city government is heiping them

board motorboats: two weeks
before the wai broke out.

Col“Rombeo . :Brawner  Jr.,

deputy ‘commander of the mili-
tary s Task Group” Ranao said

“Located :along::the--coasthne o

. of Lake Lanao, the four villages,

' known aniong residents as: Polo,
are where armed men, believed .

]ohaﬂa Ismael, chair of
Barangay Bacolod Chico, said
100 percent of her constituents

had returned home.
+The houses of at least two

in their needs, local officials said.

qv

Army Core Purpose Serving the people Securing the land.

no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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' co’mfhunity tosecure them.

will: 'gwe-fretummg families 2
sack -of - rice,-food packs and
Pr.000  each, as” promised. by
President Duterte. Some’ re-
ceived P1,000 when they were
in the evacuation centers. The
remaining P4,000 will be re-
leased upon their return to their
homes, DSWD officials said.
Sainollah Baute, a public
schoolteacher, said while e was
happy that his family was able
to return to Baranay Tuca, he
was devastated to see all their

important belongings gone

g a1V urr('_nvn LAINAL LIEL SR LAWY PAGE DR T AaT 0 71

much better off than those
‘whose houses in the main battle
area were destroyed.

“We can't do anything about

~The Triterhational Commiittee  ~Tsmael said persotingl of the " there’s “no free electric nre~ it We have to move on," he said.
of the Red Cross has putup afa-  Lanao dei Sur Electric Coopera-  fers,” she said. “Where Wlil res- "It will take iong before thmgs

:lity.to provide potable water fo {Lasureco) were;speeding. identsgetthemon

he Department of Social Wel-.

eturning.residents as the local. up work to restore power con- . the meters?”. . ant1s
vater district has yet to restore nections forfree. . Ismael said she was confi-
upply inmany partsof the city.. . “But our problemis that ' dentthatthe returning residéints - FROMRICHEL V. UMEL INQ

2\
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Paiace to probe Maute termnsi's

human rig
By 'fed ‘ruvera BER
Smee the Conumssmn on Human nghis (CHR)

rejects mvestxgahng the abuses committed by
terrorists and enemies of the state, Malacafiang

" humman rights violations in Marawi City,

‘State (IS)inspired Maute Group terrorists’

Presidential spnkesman Harry Roque, an
expenenced humian rights lawyer, yesterday
4 said that the executive will do what the CHR
| altegedly does not care to do — investigate.
_.Roque assailed the CHE of zeroing in on ..

yesterday said it will hegin prabmg thelslamic......

ts abuses

state segumty forces’ supposed nghts weiatlbris
instead of minding the bandits’ atrocities. -
“We are going to conduct our first press

briefing in Marawi. And one of our tasks isto’

gatheras many pieces of information on the

ccases that we.canfile. against. members-ofthe
orist group for vm;atlons of the

(internationa umanltar;an=.-law'Whach-1s;-the;:-_..-: R

domestic law ‘implementing thé second
additional protoeol to the Geneva Conventions,
otherwise known as punishing war crimes
committed in noninternational armed conflicis,”

-Boque told a Palace briefing...Turn -fo page 3.

. . 0
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l From page I challenged him to name the Fipman

i Rights lawyer he is reforring 10 and

“Et i3 alwavs atrocmes aI}egedly not . give .mere euph@mlqt;c-
committed by state, agents And their attributions. ' :

position has been, consistent, therale - #1'd .- like . 4o .- cnallenge
_is.ta decument ahuses of human LG issioner Cadiz, na.me names...
; mghts comniif;tied by staze wgents - Whois the Jawyer. whoinhe aileges'i
- 'which is wromg,; becatise mt_emanonal rtoshe makmg a:xmockery out-of the
humanitarian law punishes everyone,  rule of law and human nghts‘? And -

even nonshate actors,” he added. who are the lawyery assisting thxs

Fhie Pallace offictal szudthe CHR, main- }awyer whom he says is

- instead off fracking down Maufe’'s mocking human xi ghts and the ritle

rights violations, is out to push its  of law?” Roque said.

OWN age nda, “That is why I take offense wrth

“We, will do this knnwmg that the- that statement that some lawyers,

CER wili not be of any help in  according to the CHR, are — 1o
according victims of the Maute quote again, Tne said, mockmg the-

terrorist groups justice,” Roque said.  law and humar rights.' [ take it

"We're not waliting for the CHR’s-  Commissioner Cadiz has. claimed
initiative because clearly they have ' the monopoly for upholding the rule.

ther priorities,” he added. of law ard human rights,” he added.

“Someone has fo take up the Asked, if feels alladed to by Cadiz’s
Eidgels for the victifiisof War erimes - istatement> Bogue replied: Bt R
o m domestm armed cot specify who he i i

: 0} ¥ ¢

truets the Armed Forces of the forces cannot afford fo let their
~ Philippines (AFP) to police itsranks  guard down despite the defeat of
- if ever they committed human rights  ISIS-inspired Maute Group and their
violations during the fivemonth  allies in Marawi City.

bloody siege in Marawi. .« oo PRS- 88 - emphasized- by -

“As far as the Armed Forces Departiment of National Defense |

are eoncerned the Armed Forceq {DND) .public affairs office .chief
3 ) Arsénio Andolong when soughtpfora |
' "com;JIamts filEd against their ™ conunent regarding plans to axfend | T
soidiers,” Roque said. o martial law in Mindanao.

“I is always a treaty obligation It is the AFP who can best
under the Geneva Convention that determine whether existing
i the state must ensure its troops are  conditions in the areas covered by
i in full compliance with the law and  martial law warrant it extension,”
that there is a duly to investigate, he added.

punish and prosecute. 8o I leave that “Having said thas, however, we
to the Armed Forces,” the must keep in mind that there are
presidential spokesman added. still remnants of the violent !

. Roque also teck offense at  extremists and their supporiers
statemenis made by CHR who desecrafed Marawl City that
Commissioner Roberto Cadiz for  are stil af large.
aceusing a hwman rights lawyer of "Their networks are still active
| mocking the law and human rights.  and we capinot afford to let cur
While Cadiz did nof name guard down, Our pursuit of them |
Roque, ine Presidential spokesman  must continue,” Andolong stressed.
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ghts (CH'T’

-sioner Reberto - Cadiz

‘for, saying that human
rights and the rule of
‘law are ‘being mocked

‘by alawyerwhois “aid--

ed and abetted by other
lawyers.” -

;Pamg foy on _Monday,’

Cadiz, in.a speech mw

went ‘o 1o cite _klllmgs
“under Premdent Rodri-

- trajudicial killings.”

“seem 16 “advocate ex-

name names. Who is the
Jawyer who he alleges

to be making a mockery:

outof the rile of law and

‘human rights? And who

‘are the lawyers assisting
this main lawyer whom
he says is mocking hu-
man rights and the rule
of law?” Presidential
spokesperson Harry
Roque sa1d .

—humanitarian.

Roque is set to fly to
Marawi City today on a
'fact«fmdmg mission to
prepare’ Cases ‘against
“Maute Group triembers
for human nghtﬂ. viola-

* cateof humanﬁghts and;

onee taught internation-
al law, Roque said the

CHR is also duty-bound:

to investigate human

rights violations by non-

state agents like the ter-

rotists who took over
_Maram

st pre ]
arawi And fie of our
tasksistogatherasmany
information pn the cas-

Vi egthatwecan fileagainst

memhers of the Maute

“-perrotist -gioup:for- vie--

jations of mtemahonai

ing yesterday -

.. Roque said he has tak- . .
F:-Sen it upon ‘himself to file:
the case since he'does not

expect the Commission
on Hurman Rights tolook
intowar-timeatrocities by
the Muslim extremists.

. “I've not heard.any
investigation conducted
by the CHR on the atroc-
ities commitied by the

- “Someonéhas to take"
for .the.

dgel

Victiis of war crimes iy

domestic armed cori-
flicts,” said Roque...

“He :also took: excep—-
tion fo a remark by CHR
Commissioner:Roberto:

Cadiz that “alawyer aid-

ed and abetted by other

d th
Roque. challenged

:Cadiz to'name the law-
yers he was referring to.

“1'd like to challenge
Commissioner Cadiz;
nathe namnes. Who is the
jawyer who he alleges
to'be making a mockery
out of the nle of law and
human rights?” said
Rogue.
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NEW FRONT | AFP ready to engage in -
Cyberwarfare

Posted by Alvin Santiago

CAMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDO, Quezon City (DWDD) - The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) is ready to face the threat of a new battle ...CYBER-TERRORISM.

Trrhie was The 588Urance given by AFP Public Affalrs Officer Chief Marine Col-Edgard Arevaloye
+wduring-the-holding-of:a Cyber-Security. Summitat.the General Headquarters, Camp. Gen EMI0 ... e
Aguinaido, Quezon City. ' B

This is already the econd time the AFP is holding this kind of summit after hoiding the first cyber
..security summit last June.

.. The summit is an educational and international forum tht focuses on cyber-laws, all possible

" threats, and the use of modern technology against eyberterrorism.

Participants to the forum are information and communications technology experts of the AFP,
Department of National Defense, Philippine National Police and various government security

agencies together with private industry experts.

Col Arevalo added that AFP Chief of Staff Gen Rey Leonardo Guerrero would like to make sure
that the AFP can adapt to the ever changing face of warfare and how it should properly react to

attacks in cyberspace. AES/ALS
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NPAs DWINDLING | 2 Rebels voluntarily

surrenders to. 8618

ECHAGUE, Isabela (DWDD) — Troops from the 86" Infantry Battalion led by 2LT Reymar Inotao
continues to pursue 30 members of the terror group New People’s Army (NPA) who are responsibie with
the ambuscade, landmine attacks, extortion, arson on various government and private projecis in the
region-and even the recent encounter last November 12 that resulted on the death of Cpl Denver

Banban.

Due to that encounter, troops from 861B, conducted pursuit operations to fract down the fleeing NPA

e EmBErE from the encounter-site: Thenext-day; while-conducting pursuit-opns -twe (2} NPAmembers.......
.-.;approached the troops without firearms, and eventually have an intention 10 surrender themselves. i

According to 502nd Infantry Brigade Commander BGen Bartolome Vincente Bacarro, the surrenderees
were identified as Roberto C Dalupang Jr, 17-years old, a farmer from Purok 2, Simanu Norte, San
Pabio, isabela but currently residing at Purok 3, Barangay Diasan, Jones, lsabela and Oliver D Molina,

--26-years old, married, from Purok 7, Barangay Pag-Asa, Echague, Isabela and currently residing at ooy

Purck 3, Barangay Diasan, Jones, Isabela.

THe sufraniderees’ who are cousin’s, executed sworn statements in front.of Barangay Chairman Jose. T ... .

Bautista and other barangay kagawad of Barangay Pag-Asa, Echague, isabeia [. They stated that they
are active members of the NPA under a certain Kumander Jushua and were part of some ambuscadeas
that targeted soldiers. They also stated that they were treated humanely while in the custody.

The two decided to voluntarily surrender after witnessing the evil, lies and hardship experienced by the
locals from the hands of the NPAs, which is fotally the opposite of the image they are trying to project as

“protectors of the poor.”
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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They also witnessed the brutal slaying of one of their wounded comrades from the hands of Kumander
Jushua who deemed the victim as hampering their escape when he got shot after their encounter in
Sitic. Minanga, Barangay. San Carlos, Echague, Isabsla.

Robert and Oliver also revealed that the NPAs were not also able to fullfill their promise fo therm that

they will receive monthly stipend if ever they would join the underground movement.

But what drew the last straw for their surrender was the intense military operations lzunched by
government forces. They were forced to continuously move from one place to another just to evade

arrest.

On November 17, three members of the NPA front Karapatan- Cagayan Valiey went to the
Headquarters of 861B, looking for the 2 NPA members who surrendered, but the surrenderee refused to
be interviewed and to be seen by the group of Karapatan.

inciuded also in their sworn affidavit, that they categorically denied the allegations made by NPA fronis
KARAPATAN and DAGAMI that they were allegediy coerced to surrendered. They aiso added that they
decided to surrender to government troops for fear of reprisal from their comrades,

On Nov 18, the two NPA surrenderee were released, and were warmly received by their brgy. officials.
Prior to the release, they underwent medical certification that they were not been tortured and are in

good health condition prior to the release.

They also revealed that the NPA does not enjoy anymore the support of the local populace. What the
- residents-want.is-for.the-NPAs.-to.Jeave.their.community. for fear of being caught in the fighting,

~Residents are now defiant and cannot be easily swayed or threatened by the terrorist

Robert and Oliver are now reaching out {o their former comrades, that are still in hiding and are allowing
themselves to be used by the NPA, to also voluntarily surrender in order to experience a more peaceful,
safe, and progressive life with their family ad loveones, especially this coming Christmas. AES/ALS
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AFP holds 2nd Cyber Security Summit
oy ey
MANILA -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) conducted Monday its second Cyber
Security Summit to educate its personnel on persisting and emerging threats in the country’s
cyber frontier.

“This Undernaking is an educational and informational forum that will focus on cyber laws,
threats, and application of technoiogies against advanced cyber security chailenges,” AFP
public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said in a statement.

Subject matter experts from Microsoft, 8Layer Technologies, and FireEye Solutions discussed
awareness, strategies, trends, and threats, with some 100 participants from the AFP General

Headquarters, Major Services, and Unified Commands.

Participants from the Department of National Defense, Department of information and
Communications Technology, Philippine Nationat Police, and Philippine Coast Guard, were also

present.

“Securing our IT infrastructure, through informed and trained personnel, wili have a profound

~~affect-onthe-way we-conduct-our-operations-on-the-ground: > AFR-Chief-of-Staff. Gen.-Rey..evee

o EONArdO GUBITEID SAIC . i i

“ just as the threats around us are evalving, we too, in the security sector, must adapt and
advance our strategies and capabilities io effectively respond to threats in the cyber security

frontier,” he added.

The first Cyber Security Summit was heid at the AFP Commissioned Officers Club in Camp
Agumaldo@uezon Gity:last-dune s (PNAY s v s s s e
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Gov't to welcome NPA surrenderers: DND

By Pt.fiam Né;.).cmuceno

MANILA ~ Rebels of the New People's Army (NPA) who are tired of the incessant fighting and
who wish to live in peace with their loved ones are very welcome to surrender and join society
again, a defense official said.

“The SND (Secretary of National Defensé Delfin Lorenzana) has time and-again called on the
NPA to stop all their illegal activities, return to the fold of the law, and be part of the real change
that the President (Rodrigo Duterte) has spearheaded for the betterment of our country and the

lives of our people," Department of National Defense (DND) pubiic affairs office chief Arsenio
Andolong said Sunday when asked fo comment on Duterte's plan to declare the NPA a terrorist

organization.

The Chief Executive made the statement following the rebel group's series of atrocities in
Mindanao, including an ambush that killed a four-month-old baby girl and a police officer.

Andolong said it is not too tate for NPA members who want to surrender.

"If they are really sincere in pursuing what is good for the Filipino nation, they should lay down

IRETF BrmE aRd UF their backs on-banditry-and-violence now;™he-said:(PNA)-
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