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By Jhoanna Baliaran';. .
JocelynR. Uy B
“and PhilipC. 'l’ubeza
@Team Inqu1rer :

An mternatlonal human nghts

- exclusive interview with Inquir-
| “peanSotialists warned on Mon—

ernetonFriday.

. “It's jeopardizing its bilater-
al relations. It's jeopardizing its

continued membership in the

© UN Human Rights Council if it .-
- fails 1o heed those calls and to =
{attend’ to] .the’ wammg sig-

najs ” Flsher said:

ed . Nations::

* pects-and allow an indepen-

tlon contmues torefuseto allow
an mdependent investigation,
" “the Philippines could lose its
membeérship in the UN Human

Rights: Council (UNHRC). and .

jeopardize its relations with the
council’s . mmembers, according
‘to Human Rights Watch (HRW).

.“Many of those states have:
bxlateral relations  with  the
?hﬁxppmes and the government

is jeopardizing its good rela-
tions with governments around
the world,” Joseph Fisher, Gene-~
va director of HRW, said in an

+grOUp: anda: missmnﬁof 1nt9ma e

at the: Phlhpplnes'.
- faces sanctions from fhe Unit- .
_ and - Buropean
. Union (EU) if the government . ..
...fails to_stop. the killing of sus-. -

dent lnvestigatmn of Presxdent. )

no risks to the thppmes po-
sition in'the UNHRC-or-its rela-
. tions with other countries. >
Presidential spokesperson . .
Ernesto Abella said.on Monday .

day that the Philippines risked

‘Josing & preferential trade deal
_'that allows 6,200 of its products - -
“to“enter the European  Union
duty‘free ifit failed to immedi- -

B0 Consequences :

~Sunday.

s-ate-on Monday, the mission-ex-

coudipressed:equal o alarmoat the
"If the human nghts stan- © Duterte administration’s alleged
. aggressive efforts to-silence dis-

a two-day VlSit tha began on

“The. kﬂlmgs of persens ac-
cused, without evidence ortri-
al, .of involvement in the drug
trade contmue unabated even

_ _ _"m recent ‘days;” sa.ld a state--
: atelystopthe killings and pohti- ment issued by the m1ssmn

- cal persecution of critics.”

1Inapress briefing at the Sen-

that other nations continued to . -

mterfenng inthe cuuntry s in-

ternational affairs.:

“These countries"c'ontinue' :

to treat us with mutual respect

and fthey're] cognizant -of our’

sovereignty,” Abella tolci re-

pOTters.

“They continue 10 have re- .
lationships with us and we're
on solid ground, solid econom-,

ic groimd. Thére's no need to
fear about any changes in rela-
tionships,” he'said.

But parliamentarians be-
longing to the Progressive Al-

there may be consequences in -
hé thppmes mciusmn m_the a

“sent, - deploring
3 agalnst De. Luna and j

~mumped-up

charges i

mentanan Arne Lietz. . :
Lietz caﬂed foran 1mmed1~

ate stop to'the killings, the. re- -
lease of ‘detained government -
i erificsa ireference - fo Semw.
‘Leila de’ Lima—and an inde-
pendent investigation into the

thousands -of police killings in

- the crackdown on illegal drugs.

.The seven-member. EU mis-
sion visited depressed cornmu-
nities in Metropolitan Manila

‘most affected by the killings

and met with lawmakers and
human rights advocates during

- Lourdes Sereno,

Conchita Carpio Morales and the

CatholicChurch.
“It's oppression of the op—

~position, especially the female

ones,” said Swedish parliamen-
tarian Emilia Toyrd
Toyri said the gross human

Fights violations appeared to

be encouraged by Mr.-Duterte
himself in his public speeches,

. Malacafiang had no imme-
diate comment on the EU mis-
sion's statements. ~wITH A RE-
‘PORT FROM AP INQ -

‘Ombudsman

o
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HOW -'the_ Maute bro_';t-hers embraced radicalism

. BY BERNADETTE TAMAYO

SEN Juan Mlgue] Zubm,
Thails fron ukzdncm in M _

_the Maute brothers to recruzt
4t members because af the hzgh' -
0 - incidence of pOVerty. . -

You have to remembe

L@nao o

a2

: erty mczdencex
' '.""__‘the cotintry. Close”
't 70 percentofits " 3
“popilation hvebe'}owthe poveny .
line, Marami, pong 1 (

ma

SPEQ ALREPORT

in th1s province),”

mdanao,

- ei Sur 1s:No

zmte,xms of ov‘_; sl

How the Ma

Lanad del ‘Sitr, he said. “Dahil -

~s'yempre kung gutom ka medyo
“Hindi'mo natiramdaman ang
: mlong ng gobyemo napakadah
sumama sa zsang Iupo A Tiangan: ..

- hungryand you do 10t feel the help

of the govesnment it is easy to-join -

this group ‘which can promise you
patadise. They promxsed help).”

group had been involved in ter-

-mT’he Seriator noted thatthe: Maute?‘

- 'And It=5. fuelmg the fire aEl -over

the world na parang "Uy, ipaglaban

“natin ang kanilang mga adhikain at -
- sadbokasiya’ (tike, Hey, let'sfightfor-+-
~their-goal-and-advocacy) which-i§--

“religious extremism,” he said.

“And maybe the seconid reason is
' because ISIS now is being romanti-
*dizedall aver theworld. Tfyou watch:
television, youwill see that they are .
caﬂed 1818 freedom ﬁghters in Syna, 5
__&mama ka you j' i ' ]

formnsor. . .
. "May pera sila. So, bxmbzgyan mIa
" ngallowance itong mgataonawala
‘pong natatanggap o narasramdaman
© galing sa national government. 5o,
*yan po $a tingin ko ang No.1 reason
Ita maraming gustong sumarna sa
kanila (They have money. They
‘give ‘monetary allowance to these
people who receive nothing from
the national government, That, 1
believe is the No. 1 reason why there
are alot of people who want e join
them),” he said.

‘Habib Maciayong, presiderit of

the Mindanao State University,

" believes that the primary reason for

the rige of extremism in Mindanao
is injustice.

"The Musiims have been damor

ing for fair policies from the govern-

ment, But they observed that there
*They joined the Ji in 2012 because:
" of a religious leader by the name

have been no fair policies in the
government, It was very difficult
for the Muslims to apply for a job,
to participate in programs,” he said.

“They have difficulty in owning

‘no "r'eé'd no
‘write’ there. THére are
mary ﬁhteratepeople_

_ __overty Ied 0 the: r1se of ﬂlé_

the land. Up to -'nd:w mariy land-
owners in ‘Marawi City have no -
land tifles. So they want justiceand:

ute brothers

the government failed to give them
justice. So some of these people
-went abroad and they happened 1o

:._ be assoczated wz’rh these te.rronsts

do terrerism but onIy 10 receive

- money,” he’saidi e
When-asked how much salary,

was offered to Tecruits; Macaayong

“said, “According to-therm- _P36 000
per month [Tfhats] big"

{themoneyunl come} fmm abroad.

- But we don't know what cotntry -

[was] offering the money to them.”
- -Military spokesman-Maj-Gen.
Restituto Padilla Jr. said: “We have
to understand the origins of Maute.
* The Maute group was first influ--
enced by the JI(Jemaah Islamiyah}.-

of Sanjusi. But this Sanfusi; an In-
donestan cleric, had already been
neutralized,” :

OFROE QC"’L[ ,LDIV" Fw-JfE Pas 10
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tong

“SiSanjusi ang siyang ﬁagtanim :
- ng hindi magagandang idea sautak -
- ng mga Maute. By and Targe ying ™
= (Omar}&}ayam) napuntasa Egypt:
Nadikir siya ngayon du'n i mga al
_extremlsts at vmlent ml' ds nas

- Jl tame'na tame pa yan compared
1o Daesh {(Sanjusi was the one who
‘ :implanted bad- 1deas i the riinds

- Padillasaid.

.A_rablc phrase al-Dawla al-Jslamiya

- al-rag al-Sham (istamicState of Traq|

and the Levarnit) and is another narne
for 1515, But SIS militants do not
want to use Daesh as their identity
as it has a pejorative meaning.

. Hesald the Marte brothers come

' from awealthy family. " Mavayaman

ito e Nagsimula sila sa pagiging .
bandfdo Nangingiki], nanggugldo,
aktib

sila (They are rich. They started as
‘abandit group. They extort, harass,
. became active in banditry. Then,

Sarsusi infiltrated their group. They

“Daesh” is an a(:zonym for the

' Tapos, zpmadala 52 Middle
'East ‘yung-dalawa pira mag-aral--

'bilang Islamic scholars. Jyungisa
: _mngko] sa.J1: dahil .nga:dito: Kay:.

. The “Arab Spring” refers to the

tevoluticnary wave of viclent and
non-violent demonstrations in'

North Africa and the Middle East
that began in December 2010 in-
“Tupisia. The effect of the Tunisian -
- Revoltspre

ad to five other countries:

or ma}or upnsmgs

~“Jyung isa (Abdullah) nag- ara] :
sa Jordan, ‘Ganu'n din siguro yung -
mga naging barkada niya. Du'n siya.

were ‘influenced)™

tion in 2012. Omarkhayarn and
Abdullah studied in Egypt and
Jordan respectively. -

Padillawas refeé’rmg 10 Ustadz '

radical extrem: _
. He said the emergence of "Arab .
Spring” in the Middle East some-
how influenced the Maute brothers

 but was killed in a police opera-

: pumasoksahrﬂ{ages -ng rgatadical--
‘extrernists {’Ihe_ot}mr one studled in

" Padilla said.

4

/

mga extremmts radicals (8o,

study and become Islamlc schol o
were-dble-to get sorne ideds about®

' “ars. One of them went to Egypt He
Was ab eto mmgle with extremists :
~and violent inds when Arab .
' Spring spread),” he said. - . -

e Tgpos-nabalitaar na-maraming

: to embrace rad1cal:sm ’”I‘hats the

"8G meron na sr]ang mga'lciea'

J1'because of Sanwsi, Their travel

10 the Middle East further fuieled -

this kind of thinking, They became
more suicidal, They saw extremists,

tadicals there),” he said. |

' ”Astualiy, they. started out vmh
petty crimes until Sanusi's death.”

Tyung 1 naluma na.: 8o, sino hang

pinakasikat nooh after ng 1. Sino
bang Jumabas na ranyag‘n ter:

Who came out 1o be

“terrorist group)?* Padilla asked.

“Daesh and 18IS Kaya dun: SI]&‘

“stmasaing “dabil "yu'n ang sikat:

resou:ces nguro, Lmzszp 1ifl baka ;

Thenthey leamed that it had many
resources. They probably thought it

-~ would be able 1o help them ﬁnan-

aally) he sald
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Newspape:!

Santos is new 7th ID chief

BY VICTOR REYES
MA]J. Gen. Filemon Santos, AFP deputy chief
of staff for intelligence, has been designated
by President Duterte as the new commander
of the Ammy’s 7th Infantry Division based in
Fort Magsaysay in Nueva Hcija.

Santos assumed his new post last Sararday.
He replaced Maj. Gen. Angelito de Leon who
has reached the mandatory retrement age of
56,

Santos, 2 member of the PMA class of 1986,
zssumed his post as AFP deputy chief of staff

~rAtevala’s fiilletivde posttion s deputy com=r

U GERg as the thilitarys pUblic affaies chisf gy

© for intelligence in Noveraber last yeat, Be-

fore that, he ‘was the deputy commander of

the Army's 6th Infantry Division based in

Maguindanao,
A Scout Ranger, a field artillery officer and

an intelligence officer, Santos hzs a master’s.

degree in management,

AFP public affairs chief Col. Edgard Arevalo

said the successor of Santos as AFP deputy
chief of staff for intelligence will be Brig. Gen.
Fernando Trinidad (of PMA class 1987), the
outgoing assistant AFP depury chief of staff
for civil militaty operations.

Arevalo {of PMA class 1990) said he will.
succeed Triaidad as the assistant AFP deputy-

chief of staff for civil military operations.
mander of the AFP Civil Relations Service and

concurtent capacity. His replacement at the
CRS has yet to be announced,

b
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—Asub-leader of the Aby

Sayyaf was killed in Tawi-
Tawi on Sunday.

Guro Idzri, alias Tdris,
shot it:out with police
operatives and Marines -
serving a warrant of ar- "
rest at his hideout in Sitio
Suwang Kagang, Baran-

_mander, said.
. Idzriwas pronounced
dead on arrival at the Datu
Halun Sakilan Memorial

Asgkali was killedina.

military operation in Bohol
‘in-April after his grotip
.attempted to plan kidnay
pingsinthe area
_. Meanwhile, govern-"
ment troops clashed with
Abu Sayvyaf bandits under
Radullan Sahiron and
Almuder Yadah in Pati-
kul, Sulu also on Sunday,
leaving an undetermined
number of casualties from
the militant group.

- " Brig. Gen. Cirilito Sobe-

jana, Joint Task Force Suly
commander, said person-
nel of the 501st Brigade -

-“-'cIashed writhe "the*?b"and:ts byl

In'Suly, Abu Sayyaf
merriber ful Asbi Misuati,
alias Imbubh, surrendered

on Saturday right.

Misuari-a-follower-of

Hospital.
Parcon said Idzri was
s former}y with the groupof:. .

"'_"";'MuamarAskai: alias-Abu- e

Rami, who was involved -
in the kidnapping and be-
heading of Jurgen Kantner,
a German, last February.

-':mac}une gun

slain leader Alhabsy Mi-
saya, also do i

Atleast 24 Abu Sayyaf

bandits have surrendered
in Sulu since January.
- Roel Parefio
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Court affirms corruption raps
in AFP P5.1M procurement deal

THE Sandiganbayan has affirmed the valid-.
itr of graft and falsification chatrges against
former officers of the Philippine Army over
itregularities in the procurement of P5.103
million worth of equipment and supplies in
2003.

Ina 27-page resolution dated September 22,
2017 penned by Associate Justice Sarah Jane
T. Fernandez, the Third Division denied for
lack of merit the separate motions Sled by
Army Col. (discharged} Jessie Matio B. Dosa-
do, Col. Barmel Zumel, Capt. George P. Ca-
breros, Col. Cesar G. Santos, and Accouating
Unit head Editha B. Santos seeking cismissal
of the cases for lack of probable cause and in-

Presiding Jastice Amparo M. Cabotaje-Tang

“éoncurted.

g0 the required public.bidding. e

_and Associate Justice Bemnelito R. T etnandez. ..

The cases stemmed from audit findings that
a putchase by the Philippine Army of combat
clothing and individual equipment (CCIE) in
2003 amounting to P5,103,000 did not undes-

Other defendants named were Lt. Gen, Gre-

?,

~ Based on this, the Ombudsman- Military and
Other. Law Bnforcement. Officess (MOLBO)# e v i
 conducted a fact-finding investigation and en.
dorsed the complaint for preliminaty invest-

-gotio M. Camiling, Brig. Gen. Severino P.

Estrella, Col. Cyrano A. Austriz, and chief ac-
countant Rolando F, Minel,

The and-graft courr said the full 13 years
from the referral of the complaint on October
3, 2003 up to the filing of criminal chatges be-
fote the Sandiganbayan on October 28, 2016
cannot be counted against the Office of the
Ombudsman, contrary to the assertion of the
defendants.

It said the prosecotion adequately explained.
that the allegations of procurement anoma- .

lies had to be forwarded to the Commission

of Audit for frand audit investigation, The
COA submitted its findings in September

gation on October 19, 2011.
The appeals were denied in a resolution js-
sued August 15, 2016 and the cases were filed

=~ with the court two e e Tater, = Peter J. G-

Tabingo
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_Bombsleft by BIFEmenseized .o
MAGUINDANAO = Soldiers recovered improvised devic-
es (IEDs) left by fleeing members of the Bangsamoro Islamic =
Freedom Fighters (BIFF) in Datu Anggal town.on Sunday.
. - Villagers alerted soldiers on the presenceof the IEs.and a’
- flag of the Islamic State at the border of Baranigays Kuden and
“Brar, Maj Gen. Arnel dela Vega of the 6th Tnfantry Divisiort .
“saidyesterday i -
.Dela Vega said sachéts of shabu and drug paraphernalia

.::_'%fere also recovered at the scene: o
.72/ Prior to the incident, BIFF gunmen clashed with soldiers in

Guindulungan town.  ~John Unson, Michael Punongbayan

Page: |0

‘Soldiers remove improvised explosive devices left by BIF
gunmen in Datu Anggal, Maguindanao on Sunday in this'photo
provided by the Army.
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Six drug suspects, including a for-
mer Army soldier and his son, were
arrested in separate police operations
1n Quezon City over the weekend.

Retired Army sergeant 1Jamaso
Calayan, 57, and his son Juiius, 33,
weze apprehended dwring 2 sting
near their house along Road 1, 7F

Riza! Extension in Barangay Bagong
Silangan at around 5:30 pam. on
Sunday.

Members of the Batasan police al-
legedly managed to buy P500 worth
of shabu from the Calayans.

The father and son allegediy yield-
ed six sachets of shabu, a .36-caliber

suspects.

revolver and ammurnition.

Mary Jane Fernandez, 47, and Dar-
win Mesa were collared in another
drug bust along Alley 29 in Barangay
Escopa. .

Police said they allegediy re-
covered five packs of shabu and
P00 in marked money from the

in Barangay Tatalom, two more
drug suspects, Rowena Dollente, 39,
and Ronie Bactong, 43, were nabbad

for alleged shabu possession.

The suspects are being held by

police on drug charges.

— Romina Cabrera
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Ediiardo ARG, Philippine:
e Philippines Zhao Jia

" Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief © Staff Gen.
gecretary Delfin Lorenzana and Chinese Ambassador to'th
attend the handover ceremony, Oct. 5. Yinhua/Rouetle Umall R
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stil trappeé in the fighting

Islamic State (I5) followers try-

city. .

Zia Alonto Adiong,
spokesperson of the Lanao del
Sur Crisis Management Com-

mittee (CMC), said authorities

baseci their estimate on the
number of missing persons on
‘reports given by the police’s
“*Scene- of “the~Crime" Operaton:

: AI0DE"

;searchmg “for relatwes had
been going to the CMC and giv-
en’ DNA samples (hair, tissue,

“their-loved-ones: These-DNA.

samples wére being matched :
with' those of ‘bodies --recovered -

-hostages

Based on the number of re-
quests for DNA matching, the
number of still missing per-
sons had reached 61, Adiong
said.

Milifary estimate
“The number maiches the
military’s own estimate that be-
tween 40-60 hostages are stillin
the battle zone.

Col. Romec Brawner Jr,
deputy commander of the Joint
Task Force Ranao, said the iat-
est estimndte on the number of
hostages was drawn from infor-
mation provided by those who
had been rescued—including 17

hostages who managed to es-

tween soidiers and homegrown :

ing to set'up an 18 Jprovince in
this : predommantly Muslim -

wetc)-hopiog. 1o Jorate .

Thelandscape of Marawi City had been drasttcaiiy altersd by the contintihg Wa
needed more soldiers (top photo) thanhad’ been arlier pro_iec’ced ~-JEOFFREY MAITEM

cape and were mtercepted by

saldiers on Wednesday last.
“week.

He said since the fighting
had started, the total number of
rescued civilians had already
reached 1,750

Fatima Lumabao, an evac-

uee, said she was hoping that .

her four missing chil-
dren-—Norhuda, 21; Rasida, 20;
parhana, 12 and Mohammad,
10—were among the civilians
still being held captive by the
terrorists.

Lumabao’s four children
disappeared amid the chaos
that followed the rampage in
Marawi City by Maute and Abu

i1

search continued to be unfruit-

ful for nearly five months now.
“] have asked everyone. I

have inquired from the military

each time news of hostages. es--

caping reached me, but no posi-
tive development,” she told the
Inquirer. :

_ Decentburial _

But she admitted that some-
times she could not avoid think-
ing her children had been i{llied

in the fighting, :

“Even if the thought is de-
pressing, I have to accept it. If
they had died, I want their bod-
jes found so 1 can give them a

1 OFFICE OF THE ARIY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRE - Emali add: oac

Sayyaf terrorists on May 23. Her _' decent burial,” Lumabao aﬂddéd'.

 Most of the recovered re-
mains—inctuding those* that
have been buried at the
Magbarah cemetery here—had
not been identified but authori-
ties believed they belonged to
slain terrorists. .

Since the start of the fight-
ing, 117 remains had already
been recovered and DNA sam-
ples had been collected from
them before they were buried.

Lumabao’s DNA samples did
not match any of those from re-
covered bodies which gives her
hope. “But where are my chil-

- dren?” she said. —ALLAN NAWAL
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A Fitiping doctol wanled Jur a
futled jihiadi plot laigeiing Hew
York's subway aimd  Ties
Square previousty Lieuted ls-
fuisue State {15 tollowers i the
pioutitatns 1 Mindasao, the
mitltary said on Monday.
Hussell nafic, 57, has links
wilh the Meote group, winch
site May had been occupyilig
parts ol the predominantly
Mushing city of Marawi ina fad
{ estabhisl an 1S province in

sutithigast Asta, authorities said.
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“He was wuong those whuo™
Lowele reating wounded mein-
ety of the Maute grodp,” mili-

Laty spukespel son Got Edgard
Arevalo wld Irane:
Presse (Al

Suothel

Lgele

miditary

e Padiida, told reportes sal
fiese Lashs 1

Beture tie Marowi astack.

“rhal's why s pom de
puette on inckizane, based ok
Uil nHuliab0g, was Lt o
Pron b, Padiiie added.

Raymadan piof

Sali, wins ban bects e gay
cliuen! custogy since April, iy
wained by U8 prosecutors al
fet he doned Twee athers were
Gicted uvet a Plann io conduel
Buisbinge aud  shootings i
Tites byildre, Hew York's sith
vvary alil  vanoert
v e 11 e Dt OF I

the aflecks were platnetd
fon the bustiin holy tiesitd of

Peenstnadall B 200G, WS Didasenn

SV LD

forn s whetohey annoiined
Uee chatges on s tday.

vige allegee plulivr ol
seady 1 U5 custudy whille the
werunid 15 i Palistand custody.

SOt e - Cre e Reyti-

Lilasg Calzips

$or ik

Salic wis acused ol wiring
$422 to the Unied States Lo
Belp fand the plot the Abpeds
Cabrfustiee deparssend said.

He and Lhe suspect i Fake
niale puw lace fepal proveed
gy seeking thew extradition
Lo thie Linleed staies

the restive Mindaiao s
fotire Lu g decades ohd dMushi
seplratst mstrpendy and o
extreintsl ganps that have de
tated allephuio e i b

Heheadings
Aoy thean was e Maule
grotp, winch had withistood a
R FRTR NN el el
Ui Matawl e hehng artdiery
wird ity anstthen o Dghiig
hat had et wp- people dead

brthitiary

wrd Hhotisangdn dingeced,
salic was wnder investiga
Hoi in Maniia over s alleped

.

fussel! Salie i a photo taken i Auge
Ureppartisent of Justice in Manila for Kadppiag did ey der. —aep

st atten alicatiog at the

involvenrent by tlic kidnapping

atud belicading of two sawinil
woihtis L Al 2otl e the
town ol lutly, Lanao deb sur
provinee, which the military
blatned vl The Matie gro]).

ponar ot ler sawinitl workers
wose ol bree anid iold autlar
Pes ey saw Sabn Bl the Maute
catnp where they were de-
vattiedd, seaior assistant slate
proserules Peter Dng lold AP

e comgjdainans sald
they saw hun o an adjacent
voon el ol guls He was tlean-
s Buns, said vng, yuoling
Fron thie warkes s depositions,

Salte B dented the alfega-
trat annd sabd e svas i another
provit e then aceending Lo
g, whio was osdbing the e
visligatioh wad Bad yel o de-
Cide whethal 10 Clidige Satic in
coull, - AFE

al: 5285, 5285
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& Rusell Lang: Salic, the Fi
: _’i’lo doctor

)

aliegedly involved

n plotting:
United States, had allegedly
provided funds to the Maute
group and treated wounded
nilitants in Butig, Lanao del
Norte in 2016, the military
disclosed yesterda
- ‘Armed Porces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) sp
Gen. Restituto Pa
37-year-old physician,
__ofsending money to bel

planned att

.

dilla said the
accused
fund

y MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN -

terror attacks inthe -

okesman Maj.

acks in the US, also”

- He said -Balic:

rovided funds and mate-
tial support for the group
“before the terrorists eventually
started the Marawi slege last
May23. ~ o :

e algo treats members of
the Maute who get wounded.
‘His nickname in the other
group was Doktor,” Padilla
revealed. -

_ “Yes, he was a doctor. Heis
4 doctor. He actually tumned
himself in, He surrendered to
he counterterrorism division
of the Bureau of Immigration

s_u-ppose.d‘i.y.ﬁ_

- Hesaid th

Pachlla saldSahcsurren
lear his narfie of the

dered to clear
legations:

as informa-

" Hion that Salic frequented the
Butig mountains and allegedly
had contact withand provided
_assistance to the Maute group.
However, Salic denied the
allegations and claimed that
hhe has never been to Butig and
does not know anyone from
the Maute, w0
- Galic is wanted by US pros-
ecutors after he and two OThers
were indicted over a plan to con-
duct bombings and shootings

. }- 2 St\A‘p 1]
then that

he was the subject of

- helpedifundterzor
in Lanao del

“We have learne
‘had connections with the
Maute group when we had

 clashes in Butig,” Padilla told

- the charges.on Friday,

d that he

radio station dzMM yesterday.

. kidnappings and beheadin

‘awrarrant
Manila court which was based
“onan Interpol notice regarding
his involvement with 1515, he
said yesterday, using another

—-acronym-forIslamic tate {18).

il-7. when-he-learned.

olarrestissued bya

: wand

venues in the name of Jerene
The attacks were planned
for the Mustim holy month of
Ramadan in 2016, US prosecu-

tors said when they announced

"%.One alleged plotter:is al-
ready in US custody while the
second is in Pakistani custody.

. Galic is accused of wiring
$423 to the US to help fund
the plot, the American justice
department said.

e and the suspect in Paki-
stan now face legal proceed-
ings seeking their extradition
to the United States.

Padilla said that prior to the
release of US intelligence infor-
mation on 8alic’s involvement
in lerrorist actjvities, the AFP
already had initial information
on the matter because the mili-
tary has been working with
allied intelligence agencies.

Authorities earlier con-
firmed that Salic was arrested

~7 last April in the Philippines
= for his alleged involvemen

tin

“perpetrated by 15-inspired
Proips.
Last week, US authorities

said they disrupted aplot by the
Filipino doctor and two other IS
sympathizers to casTy out terror-
ist attacks in New York City in
the summer of 2016.

Chief State Counse] Ricardo
Paras was quoted as saying
that a Manila court has yel
to rule on a US government
request that Salicbe extradited
to face terrorism financing
complaints.

Members of the Lanac del
Sur provincial peace and order
council said yesterday they do
not know Salic.

“Honestly, we don’t know
any Doctor Selic here in
Marawi and Lanao del Sur
We just heard of his name from

ke

Y
it
i

Tt -

ermeatin

“to the siege in Marawi City,
‘cormectihg him to the Maute
group,” said Assemblyman
Zia Alonto Adiong of the
regional assembly in the Au-
tonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao. - '
Adiong, spokesman for
the Lanao del Sur provincial
crisis management commit-
tee helping authorities restore
normalcy in Marawi City, said
none of his cJosest friends in
the Maranao political commu-
nity know Salic either.
Sources from Marawi City
said Salic is not a doctor but a
high school teacher in the city.
“We don’t believe he has
Iinks to the Maute terror ——
group,” said a source, fxvl
— With John Unson, AFP — 77777
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By ALEX!S ROMERO

No deadime had been set to end the mﬂz’cary opera~
tions in Maraw;t, an official clarified yesterday

" Armed Forces of the Phlhp—-_'-'
_‘pmes {AFP) spokesman Brig,

~Gen. Restituto Padilla said’
“there was no categorical state-
K_M;:‘ment from ground tr()’t_)ps that .

'the tr@ops because, we- know".-_
that any kind of pressure.. may .
lead to more casualtles OIOUr

part,” Padilla said.

Col. Romeo Brawner, Task"

Padilla said they want

“to pull out the troops at the

. soonest possible time, but

admitted that the presence of

civilian hos’tages remains :a
challenge. Over 20, civilian hos—.-_ :
tages have yet to be rescaed.:
 “We're just beifig careful
‘about this. We really want to
‘end this'conflict as'soomnas '

informed there was none,”

e Group

garding the deadline, I.Was _

‘Padilla told a press briefing at '

Malacafiang.

plete its mission .on O¢t. 15.
AFP chief ‘Gen. Eduardo

Adio also expressed optimism -
‘that security forces would de-"

Ranag" deputy com-- "s1ble No deﬁmteﬁmeime et
o ot aimi

“of churches damaged inl the

S . restore the churches. I hope
A total of 774 mlhtan’cs _
158 soldiérs and policémen as

“well a5 47 civilians have been’”

“ Around 60 terrorists remain
holed up in Marawi, military
officials said.

Amid reports that the crisis

“will'soon be over, Fdu Gari-

guez of the National Secre-

 tariat for Social:Action of the

‘Catholic Bishops Conference

of the Philippines called on the
to h

faithft

“in the repair

we will icontinue to extend
assistance to those affected by
the war and help them regain

“Even the AFP ch1ef does

not want to puf pressure on

thismonth.

Feat WIE TS v AT 11 MIAFE Wi
: .. on May 23

“killed sitiee the crisis started )
- cogaid, — With Evelyn Macairan

their normal lives,” Garigues

= e




o : MANILA (Xinhua) — The Philip

: (Xind _ pine Department of National Detense received on Oct. 5 the:
second batch of military equipmient that China donated to help thé Philippines fight terTorism.
_ Chinese Ambassador o the Philippines Zhao Jianhua handed overthe equipment to Philippine”

' Defense Secrétary Delfin Lorenzana and ‘Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Chief of Staff Gen. -

Zhao toid reporters that the delivery of the weapons and ammunition is China’s commitment
to building “a friendly and cooperative relationship” with the Philippines.

We're now fighting terrorism together, we need to work together to enhance trust so that we
can build good cooperation between our militaries. That will contribute to peace and stability in
this region,” Zhao said. _ : L _

‘The donation, which includes rifles, amimunition and snipet scopes, 15 the second batch of -
armamients that China handed over to the Philippine governument this year. Lt e
_In accepting China’s arms donation, Philippine defense and military authorities lauded Chiria’s
contribution to maintaining peace and fighting terrorist groups in the Philippines, . . .i0. o

Eduardo Afio during a ceremony at the AFP headquarters in Metro Manila.”

P

..Telations.

sl

g gonititited supportof Chinatothe Philippines signifies.a newe tries’ goodwﬂl :

This paves the pathforab der and stronger Sino-Philt ecurity cooperation In -
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The Philippines apolo-
g -ized to China‘yesterday,
~:d &ys after embarrassingty
u sing the logo of rival Tai-
“w.an at an official ‘defense”
1 inistry -cerérmony to ac-

" e ot & Chinese donation of
rifl es and ammunition.

A banner with the lo-

gosi of the Philippine and

L

al Deferise committed a giev-

“ous but putely unintentional ©
‘mistake -of susing 4 different -
logoon a banner to fepresent.
the Ministry of Defense of the
Peopie’s Republic of China,”
said a Philippiné defense min-

riot atiracting attention at the

- -’;.’_-The.DeparﬁnentoﬁNaﬁom
ally:
“idecades,

for Taiwan logo gaffe

The Chinese éﬁ;béssy could

‘1ot bé teached for comment.
he Philippines, a military.

‘of the United States for

relations with China.

"The weapons from China’

were the second batch to be
delivered to the Philippines this

5,18 trying tinder Presic.
dent Duterte tobuild warmer~

A tarpaulin bearing the logos of the Depariment of National Defense and Taiwan’s Ministry of
_Defense (top right) hangs from the canopy of the AFP headguarters during the turnover of as-
sault rifies donated by China at Camp Aguinaldo on Oct. 5. : AP

Taiwanese defense minis-
tries hung above the stage
Thursday as Defense Secre-
tary Delfin Lorenzana and
Chinese ambassador Zhao
Jianhua sat together to wit-
ness the weapons turnover.

“Military assistance gra-
tis from the Ministry of
National Defense of the
People’s Republic of Chi-
na,” read the banner, with
the wrong logo apparently

istry statement.

“We have issued an official
apology to the government
and the people of the People’s
Republic of China,” it said,
adding that Philippine defense
authorities and the military
“strictly adhere” to Manla's
“QOne China Policy.”

The Philippines has no dip-
lomatic ties with seif-ruling
Taiwan, which Beiiing consid-
ers a breakaway province.

vear to help Duterte fight Is-
lamist militants who have been
occupying parts of the southern
city of Marawi since May.

The two neighbors had
long been at loggerheads over
disputed islands and waters in
the South China Sea, though
Duterte has sought to play
down the issue as he seeks
more trade and investment
from Bejjing.

—~Jaime Laude, AFP
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suchvasithe national iDsystem
and registration of phone SIM -
cards are still facing an ‘uphill

battle, Philippiné National
Police {(PNP) chief Directar
General Ronald dela Rosa said
yesterday. :
Dela Rosa was reacting to a
statement by surgeon Russel Salic
of Cagayan de Oro City, who has
been charged by the US govern-
ment for allegedly financing a
plot of the Islamic State to bomb
New York City's Times Square

..and subway syster.......

Kingdori: -

Security Coordination Council

‘agreement, aimed to strengthen

their coordination in addressing
terrorism and other crimes.
~Itis true because you know
the country enjoys so much
democratic space that is being
exploifed by terror and also
criminal groups. Unlike in oth-

“er countries like Singapore, the
-US, Malaysia and Australia,

they have a very strict internal

~Ssecurify act,”. Dela Rosa,said,...

“You are asking about a’
- comparison between guricouns

“try and other countries. The
terrorists choose to operate
here because they know they
can move ¢
For one, thel

y.around here.,
aliD system,

referring to the lax terrorism

lawiin the Philippines: sy
‘Afo satd the inter-agency

-committee on legal offensive
showed the-country has a lot
.of threat ezoups starting with  he
the Abu Sayyaf, Maute grovp,

- whichis deefiéd to be animpar-
tant anti-terrorisen measure, can
= __-.-;-;h@r@lflyg}ﬁ.’a_ss.;.t%.lmugh_legislaﬁon
- We'have been‘clamoring
for that, but it's a very uphill
battle,” Dela Rosa said.

He said the second possible
measure 0 curb terrorism is
the registration of prepaid SIM
cards,

“Orther countries de not have
a prepaid system. They're all
postpaid that's why all cellphone
owners are identified. I don't
know if we are the ones regulat-
ing the telcos orit’s the other way
around,” Dela Rosa said.

The US justice department
said Salic had told those in-
volved in the foiled bomb plot
that terror laws in the Philip-
pines are "not strict” compared
to Australia and the United

“Ansar al Khalifa, Barigsamorg -

Islamic Freedom Fighters and
he New People’s Aty
«#Thelink of these grotips
to international terrorists or-
ganizations is a serious threat
to our national security. This
inter-agency committee on le-
gal offensive will be in charge
of intelligence gathering and
cooperation, investigation,
prosecution and monitoring
cases against leaders of these
groups,” Afio said.

The AFP said other coun-
tries allow authorities to de-
tain an individual on mere
suspicion of being involved in
terrorism.

There is also a special court
that hears the case and charges
do not have to be filed imme-
diately. .

..Dela Rosa and Armed Forces...
“of ‘the Philippinies chief Gen.
Eduardo Ao yesterday signed”
the 2017 AFP-PNP Joint Peace’. .

-‘-.;.A_u;v..x¢\Aﬁo_.w.sai-d_{rSéﬁ-@ i partofa

theTiterpol; the e beeri
‘information-sharing ‘that'led -

S sy three j#éafé;'{h'Ej? can
detain an individualuntiithey
are able to determine that the

person is really part of a terror

-group. Here, we have the hu-

man security act, but we want

“to have it amended and the

provisions expanded because
‘we believe it’s not enough to
address the threats brought by
terrorism,” Afo said.
Countries like the Philip-
pines, Malaysia and Indonesia

~with Muslim populations use

linkages and blood relations to

“have easy access and sipport

apparatus. -

gistics support network of

“Salic sends money fo sus-
pected terrorists in the Middle

East, Malaysia and the US;
e der the-

has:been:iz

eign intelligence

to the neutralization. - ,

Salic actually surrendered
to the National Bureau of
Investigation in April after

‘learning that a warrant has

been issued for his arrest,”
he said.

In China, Dela Rosa said
terrorists could not find a way
to attack, noting the Chinese
people have no access to popu-
lar social media like Facebook,

“Cyberspace is regulated by
the Chinese government, mak-
ing it hard for the terrorists to
operate. We've been asked {o
make recommendations and
these have been hanging for

a long time,” Dela Rosa said, ——

oot

- With thehelp of othér for-
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NPA_S attack pﬁamahon

in Buki dnon
’ angez'an He sald the rald was
Hrried out by théir forces from.
-the:South Central. Bukzdnon
:Sub regzonal Command. -
7 Police Senior Investzgator:
plantatmn company in ‘Quezon .. Jessel T.ongakit, spokesperson
town in Bukidnon provinceand

*ple’s Army (NPA) rebels raided - -
‘bt Sunday o ‘warehouse of g

carted away with high-powered
firearms being used by the com-
pany’s security force.

NPA North Central Mindan-
a0 Command spokesperson Ka

Malem Mabini said they “seized .
not less than 15 high-powered

firearms” during their raid at

a “security agency assigned to

Del Monte Philippines” at 4:30

‘Reds hit military
training of Lumads

TP bunclay i BatAREAY e

of the PNP Provincial Com-
mand yesterday confirmed
that “a 10-wheeler fruck loaded
with armed men” burned the
Davao Agri-venture Corpora-
tion’s “warehouse and agro-

industrial farm equlpment and
-machinery.” '

She said the suspects dlS-

" armed the guards before burn-

ing the warehouse and equip-

“fientat around 430

People’s Army (NPA) decried

will explmt the Lumad youth. .

the action of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP)’s 10th
Infantry Division to bring in
Lumad fighters after the army
announced earlier this month

" it would be training indigenous

peoples inio its army.

In a statement, R;goberto
Sanchez, NPA spokesperson
for the regional operations com-
mand of the Seuthern Mindanao
Region, called the move “highly
despicabie” and demanded
that the military back off from
recruiting the Lumads.

Sanchez said that recruiting

Lumads into counterdnsurgency

*'Lumad youths from Davao, Cotas

bato, and Socskargen regions.

“The move is a desperate
attempt of the AFP to score
military points in the battlefield
where its troops are required
to have mastery of terrain, high
tolerance for sacrifice and to ex-
hibitinnate courage - attributes
that they sorety lackand want to
exploit from the Lumad yuuth ”
Sanchez said. -

The rebel group said it
was fasteless of the national
government fo recruit mem-
bers of indigenous groups who

were allegedly abused by the

military.
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Maawg s:ege death___ w!E nears

'BYELHAHPEucsI—‘,.'ROSALEs o m

atafehaven andas

S the 'govemment remains un-

surewhentheé conflictin Marawi
X City, Lanao del Sur, will end, the
dea’ch toll in ground zero continues to
rise and is nearing 1,000, according to
the military.
in a news briefing on Monday,
Armed Forces Spokesman Restituto
F. Padilla Jr. sald the number of lives
lost in Marawi City is & fingertip close
to 1,000 after more than four months
_m‘fsghtmg According to themilitary's

' area'for arms, food: and whatever cache
“they have," he'said. '

As the death toll continues to nse, the
mititary remains unsure when the conflict
witl end and has epted nof to set a dead-
line, following numerous faifures to meet
previous target dates.

“I was just asking our troops on the
ground if any categorical statement was
made regarding the deadline, [and] 1 was
informed there was none. We're reallyaim-
ing to have this concluded at the soanest
possible time?” Padilla said, "

recent count, the conflict hasclaimed

" ists, 158 were government troops, and
47 were civilians,

Padiile said government troops
were able to clear 69 buildings over

are still 200 buildings in about51tc 7

_-hectares that are up for clearing by

i troops are concentratmg inthis
area and where those more or less 200
facilities remain, which includes one

Tiktradautienin conductmg oFf
“againsttha Isiamist extremists, inight

""So as the case is, even the ch|ef of

seimgtotalief:OB2  ives==77  were terrory. i staffdoes notwamtoputpressureonthe:... g

* troops because we know that any kind of

pressure might lead to action that may
lead to more casuaities on our part. So
we're just heing very carefu! about this,”

Aside from clearing buiidings, Pa-
difla said govemmenttraopsare’{akmg
fvesi

of reports that there remains about 40
hostagas held by the enemy.
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AFP and PNP strengthen
ties in face of threat gmups

T BY RENE Acosm

W @reneacosABM i

: Group and who aHegecﬂy helped fz—-
-~ manceda thwartedpian bythelstam-"

 Philippine National Police (PNP)
chief Director General Ronald M.,
delaRosa and Armed Forces Chief of
StaffGen.EduardoM. Afiosigned the

resolutloncreatmgthe Inter-Agency -
Comittittes on Legai Action (facla) -
* during the 20th Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP)-PNP Nation-

ther; strengthen theis collab:~
- aratzve efforts in'the thvestigation
| and prosecution of leaders of threat =

groups, asthe country grapples with -
| theproblem of terrorism. - .

50 much democratm space

in other countries like Singapore;
TS, Malaysia, Australia, theyhave

. avery strict internal securzt}r act,”

Afio said.
- He added tbese coun‘fnes have'

B speaalprowsmnswheremtheycouid-'
T arrestanddetamapersonuptothree'
- years “by mere suspicion based_on )

information” until it is deters

 being exploited by terror g'zoups"
- and also criminal groups::Unlike

alJoint Peace and Secvirity Council
_::E__:(JPSC} i

of agreements on coordination
and collaboration between the

5 police and military in the areas-

the JPSCC,
.As shown, the country is beset

| withalotiof threats groups; startmg, wiby

with the Aby Sayyaf Group, Maiité
Group, Ansar al Khalifa Philippines,
BIFF [Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters], including the (NPA [New
Peoples’ Army], and now the estab-
lishmentofa[base]inthe Philippines
andthelinkagesof these groupstoin:
ternational terrorists. So this poses
seriously to national security,” Afio
said during 2 news briefing,
“That’s why this interagency
committee on legal offensive will
be in charge in intelligence gather-
ingand cooperation, investigation,
prosecution and monitoring cases
againstleadersagainst personalities
ofthese terrorist groups,”headded,
Afio cited the case of Dr. Russel
Salic, thealleged doctor of the Maute

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army201 Z@gman.com -

the Human Security Act, they have
been asking that it be amended
because they believed that “it’s

that the person is a member or part

" Afio said while the country Las

of peace and security, including’ _ notenough to address the threats. .. ...

against terrorism”.
According to the ChIEf of staff,

tion where he surrendered, is a part
of the logistics-support network of

the international terrorist group.

Salic’s debriefing and investiga-
tion is continuing, although Aso
said he had disclosed information,
it would be premature to disclose
any details yet to the public.

On the other hand, dela Rosa
said terrorist groups have chosen
to operate in the country because
of its “more relaxed laws”, noting
that even the “mere mnational ID
system” is having a hard time get-
ting the nod of legislators,

“We have been clamoring for
that, but it’s & very uphill battle,”
he added.

_ _"Sahc Who ds ander ' the 'ustody of S i
““the National Burean of Investiga-

ielno. Ux) 845-3555 Local: 5285, 5285
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MILPF delisted from
recruiting children

THE removal of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) from a
UN list of armed groups recruiting and using children marks a seride
and a victoty toward realizing children’s rights in the Philippines.

The UN Secretary-General's report on children and armed con-
fict is presented annually to the UN Security Couacil and contains
information on the six grave violations against children and on the
simation of children affected by armed conflict during the previous
vear. The report highlights trends and patterns of grave violations,
progress made to protect children and further recommendations,
The recently released 2016 report revealed thar UN engagement has
led to the delisting of two parties in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and in the Philippines,

UN children’s agency UNICEF, which facilitated the wotk with
the UN-MILF Action Plan to end recruitment and use of children,
congratulates the MILF and highlights the work that still qeeds to
be done to ensure that children affected by armed conflict enjoy
their full rights.

The UN-MILF Action Plan was compicted at the beginaing of N

2017 upon the fulfilment of o six poitit ¥oadmap, resulfingin the C

disengagement 1,869 children from the ranks of the MILE. The i i i i
= disengagensent of childeen Wil ficilitare theis access to appropriate
support and services from government and development partners
to enjoy all their rights to health, education and protection.

“The MILF’s commitment to protect and promote the rights
of children in their communities continues today, even as they are .
delisted from the UN repors. Fostering lasting peace-for childrenr e o
involves continued vigilance by all concerned, including the govern- -
ment, civil society, eldets, parents and children thernselves to ensure o
- ... they are not involved in or used in armed conflic” UNICEF Phfl- o il 00

. . ippines Representative Lotta Sylwander says.

- The programme of support to disengaged /at-risk children and
their families through UNICEF js being supported by the govern-
ments of Japan and Canada, among others. The MILF instiruted
safeguards through its command structure to regularly monitor and
Serecn toops to prevent children from associating or re-associatng,
The United Nations wilf continue the moaitoring of grave violatons
against children committed by al) parties to conflist,

In the Philippines, children continue to be direct victims of grave
violations in the context of the armed conflict, affecting their rights to
Hife, survival, development, protection and education, among others.

Most common grave violations are recruitment and use of children,
occupation of and artacks on schools, killing and maiming and deten-
tion for alleged association with armed groups, Thousands of children
and families have been displaced in recent years by armed conflict,
mainly in Mindanao. In 2017, the Marawi crisis displaced approxima-
tvely 359,000 individuals, 205,000 of them being chiidren.

UNICEF engages with government and parties to conflicts to pre-
vent grave violations and guarantee adequate response 10 victims,
UNICEF works with the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the
Peace Process, a key parter in peacebuiiding. The implementation
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF  ©f the Action Plan aims to coneibute towards the normalizaton J2) 845-2555 Local: 5285, 5295

track of the peace process between the government and the MILF.
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BY RAYMOND AFRICA

ABRMED Forces chief Gen. Eduardo Afio

yesterday said the military Is pushing for
amendments to the Human Security Act to
give it more teeth in the fight against terror-
ism.

He made the statement after Russel Salic, a
Filipino the US wants extradited, was reported

: as saying the Philippines is a “breeding ground

for terrorists.”
Salic has been under the custody of the NBI
since April when he surrendered. Last Friday

i New York, US prosecatofs ss.td Séi]i"c‘ “and

o ="y::ar on charges ‘of plotting zttacks i in thc city
- for the Islamic State.

Afio said he wants an internal security act
that is patterned after those of Singapore, the
United States, Malaysia, and Austealia, where

—authorities.can.arrest.a .person‘.os..mﬁrc,.suspi:...‘.

cion he is a terrorist, based on available intel-
ligence information.

i tHere we have the Human Security-Actbut
“we are requesting onr lawmakers to make

amends or add some provisions because we
believe it’s not enough to address the threats
against terrorism,” Afo said.

“The countrv enjoys so much democratic
space that is being exploited by terror groups
and also criminal groups unlike in other coun-
tties,” he also said in a press conference i

Camp Crame in Quezon City.

Afie was in the PNP’s headquarters for the
signing of a joint resolution of the Armed
Forces and the PNP creating an “inter-agen-
cy committec on legal action” which he said
will be in charge in intelligence gathering and
cooperation, investigation, prosecution, and
monitozing of cases against leaders or mem-
bers of terrarist groups. ,

He said under the internal secutity act of
other countries, there are “special provisions™
that allow the arrest of pesson “on mere suspi-
cien based on information and zhere isa spe—'

cial court that will hear the case)”
__.“And they do not even have 1o file Charges ]
“immediately. Up to three vears, they can‘actas™ ~ R

ally detain 2 person untll they determine that .
that person is really part of a terror grmzp,

he added.
PNP chief Ronald dela Rosa said stricter laws

against.ierrorism. may act.be.passed. becanse .. .

Filipinos are known to shoot down proposals
Whic:h may not WorL in their favor

system w}uch he sazd is a very “crucial mis--
sion to address terrorism,” and a proposal to
do away with prepaid SIM cards and use of
postpaid lines to identify all cellphone own-
ers.

The House last month approved on final
reading a bill seeking to insrail a national ID

syetem,
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Military says
Marawi conflict
to end by Sunday

BY VICTOR REYES

THE head of the Western Mind-
anzo Command vesterday said the
Armed Forces is targeting to 1id
Marawi City of Maute terrorists
not larer than this Sunday, neting
the conflict arez has been further
reduced to about four to five hect-
ares from arcund 10 hectares some
three weeks ago.

In a press briefing in Marawi
City, Wesmincom chief Lt. Gen,
Carlito Galvez said rwo of three
sectors of the conflict area were

_ cleared vesterday morning,

" “We have the remdining Sector

_0f TG (Task Group) Musang, It

*will be cleared not later than (Octo-

ber) 15 which is our deadline, But
we are confident we will be able to
clear the remaining area in the next
few davs,” he said.

Lz plvez-said-the Wesmincom has
informed AFP chief Gen. Edu-
ardo Afio of the October 15 target.

ARG TS due th Feath the mATdAtory T
redrement age of 56 on October -

26, and he has said the conflict that
started on May 23, when the Maure
Group attacked the city, wouid be
over before he bows out of service.

“Two of the three sectors have
been already cleared, We are clear-
ing fust one... The tmeline that
we gave to the chief of staff is
October 15 but T believe we can

See MILITARY > Page B6

Savyaf leader Isnilon Hapilon.

Ttie !vfzjj_n!}:%f Nrwspape:
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MILITARY

achieve that not later than October

15,7 Galvez said.

The two secrors were cleared
by the Task Group Vector and
the Task Group Tiger. Clearing
operations at the third sector are
being done by the Task Group
Musang under First Scout Ranger
Regiment commander Brig. Gen.
Rene (5len Paje.

“We have spread our forces very
well. We are very confident that
we can accomplish this. A ground
commander reported to me that
there is a positive development
onpoing right now,” said Galvez.

Asked to elaborate on the posi-
tive development, Galvez said: “1
cannot reveal the development but
it will hasten the clearing”

Galvez also said the enemyp’s
tast defense is being led by Maute
leader Ormar Maute 2nd senior Abu

“We believe they have no way
of ﬁsc_api_ng,” said Galvez of the

" remaining terrotists who number

ahout 40 to 50.

Col. Romeo Brawner, deputy
commander of the Joint Task
Force Ranao, said the conflict area
has been equally divided among the
three task groups.

Brawner could not immedi-
ately say the size of conflict area
although officials earhier said part

of around 10 to 12 barangays of

Marawi have been affected by the
conflict.

ANOTHER MOSQUE
RECOVERED

Galvez also reported that troops
on Sunday recovered another
mosque from the Maute, bring-
ing to only one the number of
mosques under Maute control.

“Howevet, in the course of the

effort, three soldiers died, bringing

Page:

to 158 the total of soldiers and
policemen killed in action (since
Mag 23);” said Galvez: e

The conflict has also resulied in
the death of 774 Maute men and
47 civilians.

Galvez said the fighting in
Marawi remained intense yesterday.
He said he received information
that some soldiers wete wounded
in yesterday’s fighting but did not
give figures.

Galvez said the military received
information that Omar Maute was
wounded during the assault of the
Bato Mosque which was recovered
from Maute control in the latter
part of Septembet.

Galvez said 12 children and
16 women are stiil being held by
the Maute Group inside the main
Lattle area,

Galvez said the numberis on top .
of around 31 to 33 dependents of
Maute and Abu Sayval members
who were brought inside the battle

" afes. He said milisaryis treating the

dependents as “non-combatants.”

“For as long as they do not get
firearms, we will treat them as
non-military objectives. As much

,.A..WQS‘.,p@ssible_,.wr:,..wanz.x.zo.,isolate

thern so they won'’t be collater-
als. That’s part of our rules of

FOREIGN
TERRORISTS DEAD

Gahvez zlso reported thar three
foreign terrorists died in recent alr
strikes, bringing the number of
forelgn fighters in the aren down
to six to nine.

“There were inidally 12 (foreign
terrorists} we monitored and we
reduced it to nine, But there were
three foreign terrorists who were
hit in our air strikes, We're looking
at the possibility that they’re down
to six ro nine,” said Galvez. — Weth
Jocelyn Montemayor

4 enigagetient, He SAIGE T L e s
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Sorry for wrong logo Lorenzaﬂa tells China

BY VICTOR REYES

DEFENSE Secretary Delfin Lorenzans yesterday
apologized to China for his department’s “gnev»
ous but purely unintendonal” errot in putting the
logo of the Taiwanese defense ministry in the
banner displayed during the rurnover of weapons
denated by the Chinese government on Thursday
last week,

DND public affairs chief Arsenio Andolong
said Lorenzana sent the signed letter of apology
yesterday to the Chinese government, through
Chinese ambassador Zhao Jinhua,

“It (letzer) was between the SND (Secretary of

SORRY

National Defense) and the ambas-
sador, apologizing for the error. We
acknowledge it {error) but it was
purely unintentional,” Andolong
..5aid in a.phone interview,

“He (Lorenzana} personalhn
sowrotethelener,Yadded Andolong,.-

He said the department is not
releasing a copy of the letter to
the public because it was a “pet-
sonal communication” berween
Lorenzana and Zhao.

B "L’i‘ﬁ'ﬂi’ﬂﬁi’i}f"kﬁi‘d “HE Chiriése am-
bassy “politely” called the attention

" See SORRY > Page B6

of the DND about the exruriast dat-
urday, or two days after the mrnover
of the weapons,-when they noticed
the loge from pictures.

The banner showed the logo of
the DND and that of the Taiwan-

-.ese.defense ministey, . instead .of

the Chinese defense ministry. The

banner-had-the.markings: “Han-:-

dover Ceremony, Military Assis-
tance Gratis from the Ministry of
National Defense of the People’s
Republic of China.”

The banner was displaved at

“the ATP caiispy in Camp Agui-”

naldu where Zhao mrned over to

canopy of the AFP General Headquarters.

f.orenzana and APP chiet (en,
Eduardo Afio 3,000 M4 rifles,
three million ammuniton and 90
scopes for sniper rifles.

The Chinese governmens tumed
over the same number and type of

-frearms.and shx.million.ammuni-..

tion to the DND and AFP last

dJunesAs-third-batch-of«Chinese-

weapons is due to be transferred
to the Philippines early next vear.

“(Dhe Deparmment of National
Defense committed a grievous but
purely unintentional mistake of

“using a different lopo on 1 ban-

ner to tepresent the Ministrv of

Opops. Atarpaulin showing the toge of the Department of National
Defense (left) and Taiwan's Ministry of Defense hung from the

PHOTO BY VICTOR REYES

Defense of the People’s Republic
of China” said Andolong,
Andolong said the department
is “fully cognizant and grateful”
of the assistance of China even as
he assured that the DND and the

“It is our sincere hope that tins
very unfortunate incident will not
affect the cooperative and friendly
reletions between our two cous-
tries which has grown warmer

‘over the past vear,” said Andolong,

— With Rewters
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© VALIANT WARRIORS | Wescom and Navforwest — ~
Commanders Visit Wounded Troops

beire Santiaog o

CAMP GEN ARTEMIO RICARTE STATION HOSPITAL, Puerto Princesa City, Palawan

(DWDD) ~ Maj. Gen. Galileo Gerard R Kintanar Jr., the Commander, Western Command

(CWC) together with Commo. Rommel Jason L Galang, the Commander, Naval Forces West
. (CNFW), visited the valiant Marines from Marine Battalion Landing Team (MBLT)-12 who were

~ wounded in action (WIA) at Camp General Artemio Ricarte Station Hospital, Bgy. San Miguel,

TSgt. Restituto H Sitverio, Cpl. Melvin P Villa and Cpl. Chistian D Rentillo who suffered minor
wounds as members of the troops who extricated from the kil zone during an ambush attack
o lawiess elements on Oct 30.; was-seen-in-good condition-and.in high-senseof moraleas ...
they felt the utmost support from the Western Command and Naval Forces West highlighted
o inere durigthie SaIGVISIL 1 s S s

As a background, a convoy consisting of an M35 truck an and elf truck with more or less 30
personnel from MBLT-12 was ambushed by unidentified number of CPP-NPA-NDF at vicinity
Sitio Itabiak, Brgy. New Agutaya, San Vicente, Palawan while proceeding to Headquarters
MBLT-12 to attend marine Ethos Advocasy Seminar. Firefight lasted for about 20 minutes. The
three WIA were immediately brought to Roxas Medicare Hospital for initial medical treatment
before transported to CGARSH for further medical attention.

In spite of this instance, the Western Command continues to urge the other communist
terrorists to put their arms down and surrender. The Local Social Integration Program (LSIP) of
the Provincial Government of Palawan and the Comprehensive Local Social integration
Program (CLIP) of the Department of Interior and Local Government are waiting for them to
start their lives anew. WESCOM/MCAG 26
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CHAMPAGNE FLIGHT | CG PAF’s Farewell Visit to
AETDC

sAN FERNANDO AIRBASE, Lipa City, Batangas (DWDD) ~ Already set to retire in October
2017, the Philippine Air Force’s 34th Commanding General, Lieutenant General EdgarR
Fallorina AFP, carried out his “Champagne Flight” on October 8, 2017 at the Air Education
Training and Doctine Command, Femando Air Base in Lipa City, Batangas where he utilized
the SF-260 Marchetti aircraft.

Once a military pilot decides fo retire from the service, the traditional Champagne Flight
-serves-as-hisfher last flight. Moreover, during-the said.activity, the SF-260.is being used to

. remind every pilot that he/she started out hisiher career flying the trainer aircraft. -

Meanwhile, the CG, PAF also had the opportunity to talk to the men and women of FAB as part
of his farewell visit. During his talk, he expressed his gratitude to the personnel for the

_unwavering support they have extended to him. PiO PAF /

27
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