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here are no plans to expel am-
assadors from European Union
!U) members, according to
residential spokesperson Er-
esto Abella, clarifying that Pre-
ident Duterte’s tirades against
e European Union this week
rere meant for a foreign delega-
lon that included several Euro-
ean parliamentarians who had
xpressed concerns about hu-
san rights violations in the
hilippines’ war on drugs.

“There is no directive to do
hat,” Abella told reporters on
riday, adding that Mr. Duterte’s
tatements were “being clarified
irectly to persons concerned.”

The President on Thursday
lasted the European Union for
upposedly  calling for the
hilippines’ ouster from the
Inited Nations and told it not to
nterfere in the country’s do-
nestic affairs.

The President also said he
ould cut diplomatic ties with
iU members and their ambas-
adors would have to leave the
ountry in 24 hours.

“You think we are a bunch of
norons here? You are the one.
iow the ambassadors of those
ountries listening now, tell me,
)ecause we can have the diplo-

matic channe]l cut tomorrow.
You leave my country in 24
hours, all, all of you,” Duterte
said in his speech at the re-
launching of the Malacanang
press briefing room.

An international human
rights group and a mission of
international parliamentarians
and civil society leaders on
Monday warned that the Philip-
pines faced UN and EU sanc-
tions if the government failed to
stop the killing of drug suspects
and allow an independent in-
vestigation of the war on drugs.

The delegation included
seven members of the Progres-
sive Alliance and the Party of
European Socialists.

‘Gross misrepresentation’

On Wednesday, the Inquirer
published a statement by for-

mer Senate President Edgardo .

Angara, the President’s special
envoy to the European Union,
‘disputing the statement of the
delegation as a “gross misrepre-
sentation,” adding they do not
represent the-governing majori-
ty in the EU Parliamhent.

The next day the Inguirer al-
so quoted the European Union
saying the delegation’s state-
ments “were made solely on be-
half of the Progressive Alliance
and do not reflect the position
of the European Union.”

. The EU statement further
said: “The European Union had
no involvement whatsoever in

" gtatements,

Page:

An angry President Duterte lashes out at the European Unionin
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Thursday’s speech in Malacafiang. ~JOANBONDOC

the visit of the seven-member
delegation of the International
Delegates of the Progressive Al-
liance which took place on Oct.
8 to g in Manila.”

In explaining the President’s
Abella said Mr.
Duterte just reacted to what he
had read.

“So, the President reacted as
any leader would when national
sovereignty is violated. Sg, we
call upon also for the media to

heed his request, too, for cor-
rect reportage,” he said.

The seven-member mission,
however, did not call for the ex-
pulsion of the Philippines from
the United Nations. What the
delegation members said was
the Philippines could lose a trade
deal that allowed its products
duty-free access to the European
Union if it failed to stop the
killings and the “political perse-
cution” of the President’s critics.
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It was the New York-based
Human Rights. Watch that had
warned of the Philippines’ pos-
sible loss of membership, notin
the United Nations but in ifs
rights body, if the government
continued to refuse to allow an
independent investigation of
killings in the country.

Senate President Aquilino
“Koko” Pimentel III said Mr.
Duterte's rant was just “an out-
burst” that should be taken “in
context.”

The Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) kept mum on a
possible diplomatic flap with
the European Union and its
member-states as a result of the
President’s outburst.

Refer to Abella’s statements

“Kindly refer to Abella’s
statements on the issue,” DFA
spokesperson Robespierre Boli-
var said in a brief reply to an In-
quirer query on the matter.

Trade and Indusiry Secre-
tary Ramon Lopez said the Euro-
pean Union actually wanted to
help the Philippines fight drugs
and was collaborative instead of
critical toward the country.

“They were not the lectur-
ing type,” Lopez told reporters.
“Their approach is, 'How can
we help? not, ‘Why are you do-
ing this?”

“They were actually saying,
“Tell us how we can help.’ That
was what they were saying as we
were describing the anti-illegal

drug campaign, for example, and
all these issues,” he said. “After
we've explained, given them the
correct set of numbers, they're
telling us, ‘How cai we help?™”

He said he and Angara had
told the EU officials that they
appreciated the offer.

The Progressive Alliance that
sent a delegation to Manila early
this week is an international net-
work of about 130 social demo-
cratic and socialist parties and
groups, including trade unions
and youth organizations, that
promote justice, freedom and
solidarity around the world.

According to its website, the
Party of European Socialists in-
cludes socialist, social democrat-
ic, labor and democratic parties
from the European Union and
Norway that fight for a “better
and more progressive Europe”
1t has 33 full members, 13 associ-
ate and 12 observer parties.

The delegation that visited
Manila  included Konstantin
Woinoff (coordinator, Progressive
Alliance),  Giacomo  Filibeck
(deputy secretary general, Party
of Furopean Socialists), Emilia
Toyri (member of parliament,
Sweden), Thomas O. Melia
(deputy assistant secretary of
state for democracy and human
rights in the Barack Obama ad-
ministration), ‘Arne Lietz (mem-
ber of European Parliament, S&D
Group), Conny Reuter (secretary
general, Solidar) andBen Maxfield
(Australian Labor Party). INQ
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Pulse: Still

‘big majority’
ratings despite
slight dip

By HELEN FLORES

Despite the controver-
sies hounding his admin-
istration, particularly on
his brutal war on drugs,
President Duterte enjoys
the trust and approval of
eightout of 10 Filipinos, ac-
cording to the latest Pulse
Asia survey.

Eighty percent of Filipinos
expressed approval and trust
in Duterte based on the Pulse
Asia September 2017 Ulat ng
Bayan national survey, fielded
from Sept. 24 to 30.

Only seven percent of 1,200
adult respondents expressed
disapproval with the President,
while six percent said they have
“small or no trust” in him.

Compared to his ratings in
June, Duterte’s approval and
trust ratings fell only by two
points ancl one point, respec-
tively.

In the Pulse Asia survey,
Duterte obtained majority

approval ratings across geo-

* graphic areas and s0clo-eco-
nomic classes (72 percent to
Turn to Page 12

W2 perceni anid 75 perceny 1o

. percenit respectively) and
trusl {72 percent to 93 percent
and 74 percent to 85 percent,
respectivel v).

Bur his scores in the new
Puise Asia poll contrasied
vorrh that of Social Weather
Stations released last Oct. &,
where the President suffered
le-point and 15-point drops
i his salisfaction and truast
ratings, res Jectively.

Malse As.a president Ronald
Pioimes said ditferences of
resulls amony survey outrits
were 1ot tcomimon.

“We hiave seen ditference in
surver rest lts among survey
vrgannzations berore, There are
cariows possibie reasons, fruom
diitedenees d QUestiolls, sam-
pling method, period when
survey was conducted, etc.,”
Honmes [1)]‘;. The SPIAR.

Falace welcomes
rasults
flalacaie ng welcomed the
results ur the latest Pulse Asla

survey.

“Despite the mulittacat-
ed political noise, President
Duterte is still the most ap-
proved and most tusted gov-
ernment official in the Philip-
pines today w ith an 80 percent
approval rating and 80 percent
trust rating. Take note,” presi-
dential spukesmean Erncsto
Abella said.

“We hope these survey re-
sults inspire us in the govern-
ment that despite the odds
and challenges, we conlinae
to provide a comfortable life
ior all Filipines in an environ-
ment free from illegal drugs
and criminality.

“This is the way e return
the overwheliaing contidence
and irust bestowed by our
people on the President,” he
added.

Duterte must not
re overconiident

Sen. Jusepl: Victor Ejercito
said Duterte’s ravorable rat-
ings should stave otf desta-
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Lumads welcome to
join AFP

* By MIKE U. CRISMUNDO

AMP BANCAS]I, Butuan City -

Indigenous peoples (IPs) from

the different tribes in north-

eastern and nerthern Mind-
anao are welcome to join the rahiks of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP),
the military’s top official in the region
said Friday.

“Having them join the Armed Forces
is also giving them chance {o serve their
people, their fellow lumads while helping
their community protect their ancestral
domain, instead of being exploited by the
New People’s Army (NPA), armed wing
of the Communist Party of the Philip-
pines (CPP),” said Northeastern and
Northern Mindanao Fourth Infantry (Di-

1]
f_ hl

-r - LogsPRNEPToL | 3
[ LETAIRE - Emial 600

amond) Division (4th ID) Commander
Maj. Gen. Ronald C. Villanueva the ath
ID chief said.

Villanueva issued the invitation
as 15 IPs, or lumads, from different
tribal communities in Caragao and
northern Mindanao were welcomed
to the fold of the military Wednes-
day afternoon as among the 115
Army candidates who will undergo
gix months military training at the
4th ID Training “School in Malayba-
lay, Bukidnon and the Sixth Infantry
Division (6th ID) Training Schoel in
Carmen, North Gotabato.

The six-month training will teach the
candidate soldiers combat fighting, life-

saving imperatives, disaster response.

operation. peacekeeping initiatives, hu-

ale b T

£45.0555 Local 5288 5285
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man rights, rule of law and rules of en-
gagement.

According to Villanueva, the new
breed of so-called peace advocates willfil
up the needed number of personnel due
to attrition such as optional and compul-
sory retirement, among others.

During the oath taking ceremony on
Wednesday afternoon, the 4th ID chief
advised the future Army soldiers to al-
ways follow commands and be “perfect.”

There are.currently some Iumads in
the ranks of the 4th ID who are already
assisting highland communities in Cara-
ga region, it was learned

Meanwhile, leaders of the Higaonon,
Manobo and Mamanwa tribes and offi-
cials of the Indigenous People’s Manda-
tory Representative IPMR) in Caraga

region unanimously expressed gratitude
for the concern of the AFP in securing
their respective highland communities
from lawless elements by enlisting some
of their qualified tribal members into the
armed forces.

In a press forum at the sideline of the
920th Anniversary Celebration of the Indig-
enous Peoples Rights Act TPRA) law at
one of the city’s hotel and convention cen-
ter here on Thursday, the tribal leaders
acknowledged the concern of the AFP for
the security of their respective highland
communities while also expressed grati-
tude to the office of the National Commis-
sion on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) for
continuously. recognizing the concern of
the lumads, especially the rights of indig-
enous cultural communities. :
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Army, nanawagan
sa laban vs NPA

KIDAPAWAN CITY — Nanawagan
ang pamunuan ng 3Sth Infantry
Battalion ng Philippine Army sa
mga residente ng Magpet, Arakan,
Antipas, at President Roxas sa
North Cotabato. na suportahan
ang kanilang laban kontra New
Peoples’ Army (NPA).

Ayon kay Lieutenant Silver

Belvis, spokesperson ng 3Sth
IB, tinututukan nila ngayon ang
pagsawata sa bagong kampanya
ng mga rebeide na kanilang
tinatawag na “Linis Base” kung
saan ilang mga pagpatay na umano
! ang isinigawa ng mga NPA.
. “Under Linis Base, the rebels
liquidate those who do not support
their activities and moves. They
also kill those whom they suspect
of working with the military,” ani
Belvis. :

Isa sa mga tinukoy ni Belvis ang

pagpatay sa 27-anyos na ambulant
vendor na si Mark Cervania na
unang tinangay ng mga rebelde
noong Oct. 11 dahil umano sa
pagiging informant nito ng Army.
. Natagpuan ang duguang
' bangkay ni Cervania sa kahabaan
. ng Barangay Paco sz Kidapawan
City. :
“Kapos tayo kasi walang
kooperasyon ng nasa barangay.
Kahit alam nila na ginagawa ng
i NPA ay extre-judicial Killing, vet,
~tahimik pa rin sila. Takot” ant
' Belvis, {Malu Cadelina Manar}
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NPA owns
up to banana
firm attack

By JOSEPH JUBELAG

T'BOLI, South Cotabato - The
New People’s Army (NPA) has taken
responsibility for a recent attack on a
banana export firm here, saying that
it was a punitive action for the com-
pany’s unjust labor practices, and land
grabbing activities and environmental
destruction in the area.

In a statement to the media, Ka
Dencio Madrigal, spokesperson of the
NPA-Far South Mindanao Region, ac-
cused the Japanese-owned Sumifru
Phils. Corp. of giving low compensa-
tion to banana plantation workers and
non-payment of rental to landown-
ers who leased out their lands for the
firm’s banana plantation.

Some 30 heavily-armed NPA guerillas
swooped down on the company’s packing
plant in Barangay Laconon last October
9. and burned down its building and two
water tankers.

The NPA rebels also disarmed the
company’s security guards of their fire-
arms, including two .9mm pistols, and 12
gauge shotguns, and two handheld radio.

“@The NPA-FSMR took a punitive ac-
tion against the multinational agri-cor-
poration for its persistent land grabbing
activities, environmental destructions
and unjust labor policies,” Madrigal
said

Authorities placed the damage at P8
million. :

The company’s employees labor
union confirmed the firm’s alleged un-
fair labor practices, such as underpay-
ment of salaries, unjust salary deduc-
tions and union busting.

Dodong Flores, Vice-President
of the Sumifro Phils. Inc. Employees
Union alleged that company officials
connived with the Department of La-
bor and Employment (DOLE) for sus-
pending the conduct of a certification
election for employees union after
a collective bargaining  agreement
(CBA) between the incumbent ALU-
TUCP employees union and Sumifro

management terminated last June.

com-"Teinc
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e NPA medic
captured

CAMP BANCASI, Butuan City — Forces
of the Army and Philippine National
Police (PNP) captured an alleged
medicalofficer of the New People's
Army (NPA) in northern Mindanag,

a regional Army spokesman on
Thursday said. But regional Army
spokesperson Capt. Joe Patrick A
Martinez ternporarily withheld the
identity.of the captured NPA medic
as tactical Investigation is still being
jointly conducted by Bukidnon Folice
Provincial Office (PPO) and a field unit
of the Army’s 403rd Infantry Brigade.
The regional spokesman of the
Army's Northeastern and Northern
Mindanao 4th Infantry (Diamond)
Dwision (4th 1D} said the eaptured
NPA medic is believed to be part of
the rebelswhe attacked, last Sunday,
the compound of Davao Ventures
Corporation {DAVEO), a multinational
company based in Barangay
Merangeran, Quezon, Bukidnon
provinee. (Mike U. Crismundo)

¢ patrol base
attacked

CAMP BANCASI, Butuan City -
Soldiers of the 16th Special Force
Batallion (16th SFB) foiled a New
People’s Army (NP4) attack before
sundown Tuesday in Barangay
Bitaugan, San Miguel, Surigao
del Sur, a belated report reaching
here on Thursday said. A field
report said elements of 16th SFB
were able to defend their Bitaugan
Patrol Base for almost 10 minutes,
uhtil the undetermined number of
armed NPAs retreated and fled 10
nearby foresled area. The rebels
were believed to be members
of the guerilla-Front Committee
21-A of the CPP-NPA Northeastern
Mindanao Regional Committee.
No one was reported hurtin the 5
p.m. attack on Tuesday in Bitaugan
area, it said. (Mike U. Crismundo)
i
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Camp Aguinaldo

kinalampag sa _paglaya
ni Maj. Baliaga

NAGSAGAWA ng kilos-
protestasa harap ng gate2
ng Camp Aguinaldo ang
mga militanteng grupo bi-
lang pagkondena sa nang-
yaring pag-abswelto ng
korte kay Major Harry Ba-
liaga, ang pangunahing
isinakdal sa pagdukot kay
political activist Jonas
Burgos.

Gilt ng grupo, papanagutin
dapat si Baliaga na natitirang
akusado.

Pajiwanag ni JL Burgos,
nakababatang kapatid ni Jo-
nas, hindi sila titigh hangga't
hindi nakakamit ang hustisya
sa pagkawala ng kanyang
Kuya. ¢

Uubusin daw nila ang la-
hat nglegal remedies at iaapela
nila ang desisyon ng Quezon
City Regional Trial Court
(RTC) branch 216.

Nagpasaklolo na rin daw
sila sa Commission on Hu-
man Rights (CHR) hinggil dito.

Ayon sa grupong Karapa-
tan at Desaparecidos, tila
nagbubulag-bulagan ang korle
dahillahat ng ‘Big fish" sa Bur-
gos case ay abswelto na.

Partikular nilang tinukoy

ang pag-dismiss ng Depart-
=

ment of Justice (DOJ) noong
September 2013 sa kasong
murder, chstruction of justice
atarbitrary detention laban sa
matataas na opisyal ng Phi-
lippine Army, kabilang ang da-
ting Armed Forces of the Phi-
lippines (AFP) Chief of Staff
Genetal Eduardo Afio

Ang daing namumuno sa
Philippine Army Inteliigence
Service, na si General Eduar-
do Afio ay kasalukuyang chiet
of staff ng Amned Forces of the
Philippines (AFP).

Habang si AFP Chief Her-
mogenes Esperon, na sinasa-’
bing sangkot din sa pagdukot
kay Burgos ay siya namang
National Security Adviser nga-
yon.

Kahapon. maiaposang 10
taon ay dinesisyunan na ng
RTC branch 216 sa Quezon
City ang kasong arbitrary de-
tention kaugnay sa pagdukot
sa agriculturist at aktibistang
si Jonas Burgos.

Inabswello si Baliaga dahil
hindi naipakita ng prosekusyon
na kasama ifo sa mga uma-
no'y dumukot kay Burgos sa
isang mall sa Commonwealth
Avenue noong April 28, 2007

JEFF GALLOS

e ————

Pahina. _5
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Three Sayyaf fishters surrender

By FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD

The military announced the sur-
render of three Abu Sayyaf terrorists
with high-powered firearms in Sulu
on Friday.

Brig. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, the
commander of the Armed Forces !
of the Philippines (AFP) Joint Task |
Force (JTE Sulu, identified the ASG
members who surrendered as Ajimad !
Musnali, Nanah Amdad Tunggal. and |
Hasiri Sabirin. They shall undergo cus- |
todial debriefing at Camp Kuta Heneral .
Teodolfo Bautista Busbus, Jolo, Sulu.

Sobejana said the three surren- | 3

|
|
dered to the JTF Sulu at vieinity of |
Barangay Bulibangao, Tongkil, Sulu, at |
8:30 a.m Friday. :

The ASG members also turned-+

over to government high-powered fire- |
arms consisting of three Caliber.30 M1
Springfield rifles.

Sobejana said the surrender was
facilitated by the combined elements of
545 qumeexﬁng-Construction Battalion
(ECBY and Philippine Coast Guard |
Wesiern Mindanao District. f

Sobejana, in his report, cited a num-. |
ber of reasons. the three surrendered, ‘l

G T TR soEmpr ) S diee
OFFILL I HE LR T e

including among others, leadership
vacuum (they are under ASG sub-
leader Alhabsy Misaya who was killed
in a shootout against the troopers of
JTF Sulu in Parang, Sulw); lack of lo-
gistics/finances,; tired and weary due

JONAS BURGOS - Members

charges filed in June, 2011 by Editha

of the militant group Karapatan
of the Philippines (AFP) headquarters in Camp Aguinaido,
denouncing the acquittal of Army Major

to sustained military operations; and
disorganized.

Aside from these, they also cited
lost of community support and that
the beheading of their kidnap victims
is un-Islamic.

e ——

P -;e..".j ."_1
were at the Armed Forces

Quezon City yesterday

abducting Editha’s son, Jonas Burgos, a peasant organizer. Baliaga, the oply suspect
arrested for Burgos’ disappeatance on Aprit 28, 2007, did neot spend a minute in jail |

after he posted a 740,000 bail, reports said. The proiesters asked the AFP to produce

Burgos. (Mark Balmores)

D e ==

Harry Ballaga Jr. from arbitrary detention
Burgos. The charges were for aliegedly



‘3 Sayyaf men
surrender in Sulu

By ROEL PARENO

ZAMBOANGA CITY -
Three Abu Sayyaf bandits
surrendered in Sulu yester-
day while another was ar-
rested in this city on Thurs-
day

Ajimad Musnali, Nanah
Amdad Tunggal and Hasiri
Sabirin also turned over their
rifles to the military in Ba-

rangay Bulibangao, Tongkil -

town

Brig. Gen. Cirilito Sobe-
jana, Joint Task Force Sulu
commander, said the sur-
render was facilitated by
personnel of the 545th En-
gineer Construction Bat-
talion and Philippine Coast
Guard-Western Mindanao
District.

Sobejana said the bandits
were with the group of Jul
Asbi Misuari, who surren-
dered on Oct. 7.

The surrenderees were
brought to Camp Teodulfo

Bautista and underwent cus-
todial debriefing

At least 32 bandits have
surrendered in Sulu, 65 in
Basilan, 21 in Tawi-Tawi and
two in Zamboanga City since

January.

Meanwhile, Hussin Iril,
alias Ibba Gani, an Abu
Sayyaf bandit based in Basi-
lan, was arrested in Paseo
del Mar Park while a mass
was being held for the Feast
of Our Lady of the Pillar at
around 4 p.m.

Chief Inspector Helen
Galvez, Zamboanga penin-
sula police spokesperson,
said Iril has a standing war-
rant of arrest for kidnapping
and serious illegal detention
issued by Basilan Judge Leo
Jay Principe.

Iril was tagged in the kid-
napping of Golden Harvest
farmers in Lantawan on june
11, 2001. ;

— With Michael Punong-
bayan
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L orenzana:

7AMBOANGA CITY — Defense
lecretary Delfin Lorenzana has
syrushed aside insinuations that
Viaute group members, who will
surrender to the government, will
still be killed by government
forces. :

Lorenzana issued the
statement yesterday to counter
the propaganda of the Maute
group Warning their remaining
members fighting in Marawi City

w5t they will be killed by the
T vernment once they surrender.

«Np, if you will surrender, you
will not be killed,” Lorenzana
assured, citing they will be

AECimE
Dreik U

OF THE ARIY CHIEF PUBL

afforded fair trFal and the
opportunity to be 'rehabilitated
back to the society; .

So far, Lorenzana said that
three members oﬁ‘ the Islamic
State for Iraq and Syria (ISIS)-
inspired Maute grou‘p surrendered
two weeks ago. It

He said troops are moving
around daily with public address
system giving insiru tions on what
to do by the Maute group
members who wish|to surrender.

He said it is useless for the

remaining members of the Maute ’

group to continue ol fighting.
“If they koep on-fighting, then
| ;
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Mauites welcome to surrender

we will finish them,” he
emphasized.

He disclosed that the terrorist
group leaders namely, Abdullah
and Omar Maute, as well as Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) leader Isnilon
Hapilon are still inside the main
battle area of Marawl City.

But Lorenzana this time begged
off to give specific date as to when
would the fighting ends in the
besieged city of Marawi.

“The crisis will end soon,”
Lorenzana assured.

The defense chief arrived here
yesterday for the opening of the
two-day (not one-day as earlier

(e, Securing s Emnd

Te' ne. (21 545-9558 ocal: 5285, 5285

reported) Regional: Ulam
Solidarity Summit for Peace and
Security. i ‘ §
The objectives 'of the
solidarity summit are to pring
together the ulama (religious
professionals) in the Zamboanga-
Basilan-Sulu and Tawi-Tawi
(ZamBaSulTa) areds to mntually
consult and distuss on the
pressing Issue of ' viclenk
axtremism and terrorism (VET);
and, to reach consensus pn how t0
protect the Muslim ‘community in
general and determine the ulama
role in countering and preventing
VET in the locality. PNA




Talks with Reds still alive
despite President’s tirades

By John Paolo Bencito

PEACE negotiations with the
National Democratic Front still
remain “alive” despite President
Rodrigo Duterte’s own pronounce-
ments abandoning a possible re-
vival of talks within his term, a
senior Cabinet official said.

In a Palace news briefing, Labor
Secretary Silvestre “Bebot™ Bello
II1, who also sits as the chief
government panel negotiater in
the peace talks with the commu-
nist rebels, admitted they are not
sending any formal notice to ter-
minate the peace talks yet.

Bello stressed that Duterte will
not “abandon” his pledge to the
Filipino people to bring “lasting
peace for our country” in coming
up with a successful deal with the
COMMURISES.

“When the President came in

" as our president, he made a very

clear statement that his legacy io
our country and our countrymen 15
a lasting peace for our country. So
1 don’t think that the President has
abandoned that legacy,” the Labor
chief added.

Despite Duterte’s tirades virtu-
ally placing the final nail in the cof-
fin for the possible resumption of
the peace talks, Bello insisted these
did not mean “that the talks were

canceled or terminated.”

«The talks are alive and we
are just waiting for the President
to give us the instruction to go
back to the peace table,” Bello
stressed.

Duterte earlier said he no longer
wanted to talk peace with the Com-
munist Party of the Philippines-
New People’s Army-NDFP group,
saying their demands are “not re-
ally possible”

“\We are fighting the NPA. At

this stage, I am not ready to talk to -

them because it is not good for the
country,” Duterte said.

“Eh kung para lang sa bayan.
okay ‘yan. But the way that-it-is
now, ayaw ko [If only it’s for the
good of the country, it's okay, but
the way it is now, I don’t want it.]
And maybe it would take some
time to... maybe another President
to do it he added

The government was slated to
resurne the fifth round of talks with
the communists last May, but sus-
pended the negotiations following
the “serious challenges” both parties
were facing.

The round of talks slated last
August was likewise cancelled,
amid the “lack of enabling en-
vironment” to proceed with
the talks, the government peace
panel said,
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Ju30 threatens to jail
Reds, other
dissidents

By John Paolo Bencito and Macon Ramos-Araneta

RESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte on Friday

warned he would declare a revolutionary

government and arrest all political dissidents,
including the communists and opposition “yellow”
forces shoutd they continue with their efforts to
destabilize his administration.

“If they try to destabilize and the
situation becomes too violent. T will
not hesitate to declare a revolution-
ary government until the end of my
term. I will arrest all of you and we
can go to a full-scale war against
the Reds,” Duterte told his critics

In a related development, Sen-
ate President Aquilino Pimentel I1I
said he had instructed the Senate’s
IT Department to find out what
security measures could be ad-
opted to thwart a recurrence of the
spread of fake e-mails sent from
the hacked e-mail accounts of the
Senate’s minority staff.

He also ordered the department
to determine if such hacking could
be stopped. :

“Although 1 also haven’t seen
any complaint from Senator Paolo
Benigno Aquino about this, we al-
ready acted on it, having read it in
the news,” Pimentel said.

Aquino, in a press conference on

- - - N = N e ~-
—~ s AIRE BB L L5 LS sl 8l

in a television interview aired over
state-run PTV4, =

“If 1 think vou're about to take
over the nation, and you have desta-
bilized government like a new one
would replace the current adminis-
tration I am on guard,” he added.

Thursday, revealed fake e-mails he

said were attempting to connect the mi-

nority senators to destabilization plots.

“Fake news has escalated to fake
e-mails and digitally planted e 1-
dence.” Aquino said.

Duterte is confident the military
will stick with him amid destabili-
zation efforts by the Reds and the
Yellows.

Duterte said the military was
aware the Communist Party was ac-
tive in the destabilization scheme,
adding “Do you think the armed
forces and police will sympathize

with you after you've cheapened the |
lives of security forces with the [ex- |

trajudicial killings]?” Next page
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Du30...

Fromi Al

tits move Lo
revolutionary

Duterie said
doeclare u
vovernnen was the same
a5 what then  President
Curazoin Aguing. whom he
tagged as the “heroine of
the vellon, &7 did. soon after
the Marcos regime.

Unlike Marcos. Dutete
:‘5‘;}?:; @oroevoluetionary gov-
erinent as @ Mose praciical
siep siwe this eliminales
the need iur the President wo
report W Conigiess.

When Tien miesident Mar-
cOs deciared paacdal law in
1972 he did by
his puwers as connnander-
in-chicl ot the ared forces
the 1935

. i'!‘»' Ll

vesied 11 b by

et oy 10

s e oo toogired! e ehz)-
fon aad suspended the privi-
lege 01t w0l habeas

corpus - all stepe given the

virtue of

incumbent chief oif state by
the Charter.

Marcos lified the emer-
gency In January 1981,
three months before the
presidential elections where
he trounced former Defense
Secretary Alejo Santos.

Aquino said the fake e-
mails were found in the

drafi und spam folders of

emplovees in an attempt by
hackers to connect the op-
pusition o the destabiliza-
uan plats against the gov-
erimicit,

“We decided to share this
with the public because
jot ol pro-adimimstration
personalities  and  online
wriers alike ait
g b news ol a dostaln-
Hzativne plot by the Liberad
Pasly.” Aquinoe said.

“We have no destabiiioa-

; T
ST ojlTu-

1
n

tion plot. Those behind the
hacking and fake e-mails
are the true deslabilizers.
They want chaos in the
Philippines.”

Aquino said the accounts
of some statf members had
been used to send dubious
c-lmails containing contro-
versial subject lines like
“Leaked Media Plan 1o
Destroy PRRD” and “The
Investigation on DDS.” to-
gether with an attached file.

“It 15 also possible that
these files, which prompt
.n error when opened, are
Leing used e gain control
vl the device or fish for -
formation.” Aquine said.

minorn

sl

The
Tave reponad ihe foue 10
t:ona!l Bursau of in-
vestigation, Departmient of
informaton and Communi-

cations Technology and the
Armed Forces o the Phil-
ippines to determine the
people behind the hacking
and the spread of destabili-
zalion rumors.

A total of five e-mail ac-
counts have been hacked:
two from the office of
Aquino and three from the
office of Senator Francis
Pangilinan.

“We should know who
are behind this and hold
them lLiable. These people
should go 10 jail because
what they did was a crime,”
Pangilinan said.

The Liberal Party sena-
tors have criticized the ad-
Banestration for  continu-
aily msisting that the puaity
had a plan to destabilize
the government.

Liberal Party president

Pangilinan stressed  that
airing criticisms and their
sentiments were the foun-
dations of democracy and
should not be considered
destabilization against the
government.

Agqaino said top govern-
ment officials should stop
floating news about de-
stabilization as the Armed
Force of the Philippines had
declared it had monitored
no moves to oust Duterte.

Senator  Franklin  Drilon
said the admimistration should
be open 10 criicisms and use
these 10 improve govemance
and not consider them as de-
stabilization moves.

“Tlie adniinization
necds Wt o take e
cisms ds thiese can also help
improve wavs of running
the country.” Drilon said.




By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

 If the government will be in
peril due to the efforts of the
Left and his critics, President
Duterte would not hesitate
to declare a revolutionary
government to quell desta-
bilization moves against his
administration.

He added that he would use
the revolutionary powers to

we can go to a full-scale war
against the Reds,” Duterte said.

A lawyer, Duterte noted
that his hands would not be
tied in case he declares a revo-
lutionary government —unlike
when he imposes martial law,
which mandates the reporting
to Congress within 60 days
upon declaration.

With the military and the
police on his side, he doubted

avert the country from falling
into chaos as he accused the
Communist Party of the Philip-
pines of playing akey role in the
destabilization efforts.

“'Pag ang (if the) destabliza-
tion ninyo patagilid na ai medyo
magulo na (would be shaky
and more trouble), I will not
hesitate to declare a revolu-
tionary government until the
end of my term,” he said yes-

whether any effort to take
over the government would
be successful.

“Do you think the Armed
Forces of the Philippines and
(Philippine National) Police
would sympathize with you
after you have cheapened the
lives of those who were killed in

EJKs?” the Chief Executive said.

At the same time, Duterte

also accused certain media

terday over state-run People’s
Television Network.

He will do this only when the
destabilizers are on the brink of
taking over government:

Once the military govern-
ment is restored, Duterte said
he would order the security
forces to arrest all destabiliz-
ers and go on a full-scale war
agamst the communist rebels.

“T will arrest all of you and

outlets critical of his admin-
istration as having received
funds from abroad to destroy
his administration.

" “They are there to destroy
me,” he said, agreeing with
the opinion of columnist Rigo-
berto Tiglao, who warned
that certain media critics are
receiving funding from a firm
backed by the US Central In-
telligence Agency.
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I.eftwarns of Du30
crackdown

By Vince F. Nonato
@VinceNonatolNQ_ " _
Members of the left-wing
Makabayan party-list bloc
have warned of a looming
crackdown on dissenters fol-
lowing the Duterte adminis-
tration’s creation of an Intera-
gency Committee on Legal Ac-
tion (lacla).

The congressmen found the
lacla, created in an Oct. g Teso-
lution by Philippine National
Police Director General Ronald
dela Rosa and Armed Forces of
the Philippines Chief of Staff
Eduardo Ano, to be a revival of
the Arroyo administration’s In-
teragency Legal Action Group
(Ialag).

Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos Is-
agani Zarate said “there was a

spike in trumped up charges-

against the opposition” during
the heyday of former President
and now Pampanga 2nd Dist.
Rep. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s
Ialag.

Anakpawis Rep. Ariel Casi-
lac noted the experience of the
Makabayan bloc’s precursor,
the “Batasan Six,” who were de-
tained on rebellion charges
when Arroyo placed the country
under a state of national emer-
gency in 2006,

Trumped up charges

He also cited the cases of ac-
tivists, dubbed the “Southern
Tagalog 72” and the “Tagaytay
5" as well as more political
leaders in Cebu and Davao.

“If Tacla pushes through, the
possibility of us in the Mak-
abayan bloc being accused of
trumped up charges will not be

remote, as it has precedent,
hence, itisjustto call for the im-
mediate abolition of this au-
thoritarian measure,” Casilao
said.

“It is a shame that even this
antihuman rights body under
former President Macapagal-
Arroyo was plagiarized by Pres-
ident Duterte, this was a major
player in abuses against the
people, particularly activists de-
manding then her resignation,”
he added.

Muzzle dissent
Gabriela Rep. Emmi de Jesus
said the Duterte regime had set
into motion the government's
legal mill to target critics with
fabricated charges, intensified

‘vilification and extrajudicial

killinigs of activists.
“In the face of mounting

criticisms and declining ratings,
Duterte is resorting to the re-
vival of Ialag in a desperate at-
tempt to muzzle dissent, in line
with the counterinsurgency
plan ‘Oplan Kapayapaan' and
the US counterinsurgency man-
ual. A desperate regime clings
to heightened oppression,” De
Jesus said.

Tool of repression

Meanwhile,- the National
Union of People’s Lawyers
(NUPL) echoed the sentiment
and said the Iacla would “insti-
tutionalize cover-up, mechani-
cally pass off blame and brazen-
ly harass or intimidate so-called
‘enemies of the State’ by ene-
mies of the people.”

“It was a legal tool of repres-
sion and a legal mantle of im-
punity then, it will be an illegal

tool of repression and an illegal
mantle of impunity now.
Enough already of these silly

dangerous gimmicks,” NUPL
said in a statement.
Stronger coordination

PNP said in a statement on’
Tuesday that the lacla was
meant fo “strengthen the intel-
ligence gathering and coopera-
tion, investigation, prosecution
and monitoring of cases against
threat groups ... by establishing
stronger coordination of ongo-

-ing and future efforts of the

government in addressing these
cases.”
Afo

reportedly said on
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“so much democratic space that

is being exploited by terror
groups and also criminal
groups.” INQ
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Scammers using Marawi
crisis warned anew

The Department of the
Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG) has vowed to
expose scammers soliciting
money for Marawi evacu-
ees.

DILG officer-in-charge
Catalino Cuy said they con-
tinue to receive reports of
phone calls and text messages
from individuals who pose
as DILG chief or members of

| his staff asking for cash dona-
! tions for displaced Marawi

residents.
“It's onlv a matter of time
for you to be exposed. Our

police information technol-

ogy experts are now working,
even as | speak,” Cuy said in
a staternent

“The hands of the law
will reach fraudsters who are
shamelessly using the name
of poor Marawi evacuees to
get money from unsuspecting
victims,” he said.

Cuy took exception to un-
scrupulous individuals who
ask for donations to be sent
through a remittance center or
deposited in a bank account.

He called on local chief
executives to help in the in-
vestigation.

“Help yourself from being
a victim of extortionists and
be part of the solution,” Cuy

said.

No more deadline

Meanwhile, Defense Sec-
retary Delfin Lorenzana is
no longer setting a deadline
to end military operations in
Marawi :

“T have been burned many
times, perhaps five times. At
the end of the day, it is up
to the ground commander,”
Lorenzana told reporters dur-
ing a visit to Zamboanga City
for a summit with Muslim
scholars vesterday.

However, Lorenzana said
Western Mindanao Com-
mand chief Lt. Gen. Carlito
Galvez gave assurance that
the operation would end
5001 pe
“He told me just awhile
ago that the days are num-
bered, but he alsc did not give
a date,” Lorenzana said.

“Let’s just wait..One of
these days you will be sur-
prised — the President will
emerge from the battle-
ground to declare that the
war is over,” he said.

Government forces have
been fighting Maute mili-
tants who occupied parts of
Marawi since May 23.

— Emmanuel Tupas, Roel
Parefio
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SULU SEA

MALAYSIA,

INDONESIA, PH

T0 CONDUGT
AIR PATROLS

KUALA LUMPUR—Malay-
sia, Indonesia and the Philip-
pines will begin coordinated
air patrols off the strife-torn
southern Philippines next
month to combat the grow-
ing threat posed by Islamist
militants, an official said on
Friday.

The neighbors already
launched joint sea patrols
four months ago in the same
area, the Sulu Sea.

Fears have been growing
that the Islamic State (IS)
group is trying to establish a
Southeast Asian outpost in
Mindanao after
waving the jihadists’ black
flag occupied the Muslim city
of Marawi in May.

They have fought off a
US-backed military assault
for almost five months and
the conflict has left hundreds
dead.

There has also been a

spate of kidnappings in the
Sulu Sea by the bandit group
Abu Sayyaf.

A ceremony to announce
the patrols was held on
Thursday at Subang air force
base outside Kuala Lumpur
and was attended by defense
ministers from the three
countries.
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A Malaysiandefense min-

istry spokesperson said the
patrols were aimed at com-
bating the threat from
“Daesh (IS), piracy and sea
robberies.”

The three countries will
take turns to lead the patrols,
with Malaysia starting in
November, followed by the
Philippines in December and
Indonesia in January.

Inaspeechat the ceremo-
ny, Malaysian Defense Min-
ister Hishammuddin Hussein

said that some $40 billion in -

trade passed through the Su-
Iu Sea every year and no sin-
gle country could police the
waters alone. —arp
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SPECIAL Forces demonstrate skills during a drill in combating terrorism from a helicopter after the launching of a joint patrol between
Vialaysia, Indonesia, and Philippines at the Subang military airbase in Petaling Jaya, Malaysia. The trilateral air patrol seeks to improve
safety and security and fight piracy and terrorism in the Sulu Sea. (AP) 2% ,
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Anak ng MNLF
kumander nilikida

PATAY ang anak ng isang
pinuno ng Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF)
matapos pagbabarilin ng
hindi nakilalang riding-in-
fandem suspek, kahapon
ng umaga sa Cotabato City.

Dead-on-the-spotang bik-
limang si Butigen Bryan Jack,
29-anyos, anak ng Isang
Commander Jack ng MNLF
naresidente ng Buliao 1, Pob-
lacion Mather, Gatapatoe City.

Sa inisyal na pagsisiyasat
ng pulisya. sakay ang biktima
ng kanyang pampasaherong
motorsikio at sandaling humin-

fo sa gasolinahan sa bahagi
ngAlmonte St, Cotabato City
naramagpa-gas

Bigla na lamang siyang
nilapitan ng mga suspek na
sakay rin ng motorsiklo at pi-
nagbabaril.

Tinamaan sa ulo at iba't
ibang bahaging katawan ang
biktima-na naging dahilan ng
kanyang agarang kamatayan.

Patuloynaman ang imbes-
tigasyon ng mga awtoridad
para sa pagkakakilanlan ng
mga salarin at inaalam na rin
ang motibo sa msidente.

MARY ANNE SAPICO

Pahina.
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SATUR C. OCAMPO
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Astute one step back

on anti-drug campaign R &

pparently stung by the steep drops
Aiﬂ his satisfaction and trust rat-

ings, as shown by the latest Social
Weather Stations survey, President Duterte
has taken a one-step backward in his
widely criticized and condemned bloody
anti-illegal drug campaign, led by the
Philippine National Police. He had earlier
expressed his concern about preserving
his credibility to enable him to continue
leading the nation

Tn an October 10 memorandum, he has
designated the Philippine Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (PDEA) as “sole agency”
to conduct all campaigns and operations
against all those involved inillegal drugs:
The move, the memo says, is aimed at
bringing “order tu the operation/cam-
paign againstilicgal drugs, thus pmpomt-
ing precise accountability.”

“All information/ data received by the
NBI, PNF, AFE, Bureau of Customs, Philip-
pine Postal Office and all other agenaes or
any and all ad hoc anti-drug task forces
shall torthwith be relaved, delivered or
brought to the attention of the PDEA for
appropriate action,” the memo slates.

Cryptically, however, Dulerte said:
“The PNP shall, at all imes, maintain po-
lice visibiliiy, as a deterrent te llegal drug
activitics.. Strict compliance is hereby
enjoined.”

Moreover, (uestions may be raised as
(v whether the PDLA — with only 1,038
agents in il roster (as compared with the
PNP’~ 175,000 maripower complement)
~ can more responsively and more effec-
lively undertake the task: Duterte himselt
has acknowledged that the drug problem
may remain lor the rest of his term.

What the move shows is Duterte’s
political astuieness beneath his often
disconeerting volatility and rashness in
spuaking and acling «iikey aspects of his
administration’s governance and policies.
These include, for instance, the peace
negotiations with the Left revolutionary
forces and his~ avowced “independent
foreign policy.”

Having said that, onie may as wll
walch forthe President’s next move vis-a-
vis the GRP-NDFP peace tail.s which he

~™
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has “cancelled” since his sec ond state-of-
the-nation address last Jul:

Think about this: Although he has
kept on saymng he no longer wanted 1O
talk peace with the Leit. he has refrained
from sending a tormal notice to the NDFP
leadership terminating the talks. In fact, he
has alloved — or directed -~ hus chief peace
negotiator, Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello
111, to say ata recerit Maiacanang briefing
that the prace talks can still continue,
since Duterte has onh cancelled but not
abandoned the negotiations

Back to the drue 1ssuc — over which
Diaterte i mo-! toud ay, bilious and tiucu-
lent; ashis recenttirades-anc.cursing atth
Furopean Union has proy en —what does
the removal of the PNP from ils lead role
in the campaign aim to wchieve?

The instant effect i Duterte’s memo
is that the INP has stopped the imple
menlation o1 its two principal anti-drug
campaigms: “Oplan lokhang” and “Project
Double Barrel. Oplan Tokhang entailed
a police door-tu-door campaign ostensi-

bly to convince drug users to surrender
for rehabilitation. Under Project Double
Barrel, the police conducted sweeping
drives in slum areas where they admitted
killing more than 3,800 suspected drug
pushers/ users, who allegedly resisted ar-
rest and fought back. Thousands of other
killings have been attributed to so-called
vigilantes.

By ceasing the two police campaigns,
Duterte may have taken the wind out of
o “stop-the-killings” initiatives.

One was the filing last Wednesday
betore the Supreme Court, by the Free
i vual Assistance Group (FLAG), of a
petition asking the tribunal to stop the
implementation of Oplan Double Barrel.
[he petition says the Oplan “violates
the right to life, to due process of law, to
Le presumed innocent and to a fair, trial
by expressly authorizing the summary
Lallling of suspected drug offenders in the
s of neutralizing’ or ‘negating” them.”

-l also claims Oplan Tokhang is unconsti-

IRS - Eman aog odpaarmyZUiziggian.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8552 Local:

tunonal because the house visits “are not
limited to drug suspects and based on
furtive fingers of unknown informants.”

However, the SC can still entertam the
pebtion with regard to its plea for the is-
suanice of awrit of amparo and temporary
protection order prohibiting the police
from getting near the residences or work
places of the petitioners: the familiey
of two victims of extrajudicial killings
(Ryan Dave Almora and Rex Aparri) and
a survivor (Jefferson Soriano) i a police
anti-narcotics operation. Also, the petition
asks tor an impartal mvestigation of the
Iwo incidents, and for the court to set oral
arguments on the cases

The other mnitiative which may be ad-
verselv affected bv Duterte’s memo 1s the
open invitation by the Catholic Bishops
Coruerence of the Philippines (CBCP) to
the general public to join an activity at the
People Power Monument on Edsa on Novw.
5 aSunday. Its aim to starta 33-day “heal-
ing, period” after the Catholic Church’s 40-
day “Stopthe Killings” campaign thatbegan
onSept-23 with-the ringing ol-chureh bells;
praying of the rosary, and candle lighting at
all churches nationwide:

The activity starts with a mass at the
I-dsa Shrine, followed by a candlelight
procession to aid massing-up around
the menument. The image of Our Lady of
Fatima, revered by Catholics fand which,
during the peaceful popular uprising in
1986, was bln‘)u.g]“:t by devotees to Edsa in
an effort to quell troops loyal to Marcos),
willbe carried during the candlelight pro-

ession, according to Archbishop Socrates
villegas, CBCP president.

Will the drug-related killings be re-
duced consequent lo the scrapping of
the Oplans and the Iead role of the PNP?
I'erhape, yes. But evenifthathappens, the
publicly demanded impartial investiga-
tion of the previouskillings, which lareely
victimized the poor, musi be unrelen iin}s,liz
pursued and completed by prosceuling

nd punalizing those who are accountable.

Retributive justice is what the victims
of the kallings, their families, and the
whole nations seck and deserve.

Email satur.ocampo@qinail.com
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FROM A DISTANCE

CARMEN N. PEDROSA
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The choice is for or
against our country

Iﬁrst learned about the dan-

ger of narcopolitics in a

conversation with Retired
Brig. Gen. Victor Corpus, for-
mer chief of the Intelligence
Service of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (ISAFP) some
vears ago. He was then already
warning all and sundry that its %
dangers were growing rapidly unless it was tackled
seriously using the powers of the state

Corpus knows what he speaks of because he used
to be on top of the drugs issue as chief of the ISAFP
At the time when | met him, the war on dru gs was
not a central issue in our politics, We knew it in bits
and pieces and there was no leader who would drag
it out in the open as a platform of government. He
watched how it grew and should now feel vindicated
for his warnings.

He has recently come forward to sav that he
fully supports President Rodrigo Duterte’s campaign
against illegal drugs.

“Nung nasa ISAFP ako, inumpisalim namin yung war
on drugs. We campaigned against narco-politics,”
Corpus told reporters in a weekly Kapihan.

He said “We were not able to do vwhat the Duterte
administration has accomplished so far in its campaign.”

““Hindi namin nagawa yung ginagmoa ngayen ig
prestdente. Look what happened, lalong lumaganap ang
probleina,” Corpus said.

He said he supports the government's anti-illegal
drugs campaign “100 percent.”

“Kung lindi natin gagatvin ito, we will end up worse
than Colombia,” he added, :

Corpus used theillegal drug trade in Colombia which
reached its peak between 1993 and 1999 when it was
the world’s largest producer of cocaine and one of the
major exporters of heroin at that time.

To date, it has been a fight for numbers, Depend-
ing on their position on the war on drugs they choose
whatever numbers suit their position, more extrajudi-
cial killings if you were against Duterte and his war on
drugs. This position comes from Jocal opposition the
Liberals who want to return to power even if they did
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not do anything about it. It grew and grew especially
in the last administration without our even noticing it. (02) 845-9555 L ocal: 5285, 5295
There were politicians who were even in cahoots with - (02) 845-6555 Local: 5285,
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Those who wish Duterte to succeed like Corpus el
al use figures of what this government has done. It is

. . succeeding because 1t has dragged the problem to the

center,of Duterte’s auvernment agenda. Mor and more

Filipmos have become aware of the drug problem. The ¢

figures from this sideare 1,377 drug suspects and 22,503
arrested in 23,549 police operations. The figures come
from the Philippme National Police (PNP).

There is another side to Duterte’s war on drugs and
that is how itis being used to put down his government
by the discrediied Liberal Party who did nothing about
the problem and vet now wants to refurn to power.

They are aided by international groups mostly from
the US and other Western countries who are against
Duterte for a different reason. Thev don't like his separa-
ton from the US and the West. He said itbluntly without
any pretension far niceties. ] saw and heard him say
it in China when he declared Philippines’ separation
from US domination. Hewas wildly applauded by both
Filipinos and non-Filipinos. But to soften the blow, he
added that what he meant was to declare Philippine
independence and that hus government would now deal
with other countries whenever it was in our interest

] am committed to the success of this government
And 50 an overwhelming number of Filipinos.

T itis a question of taking sides between the uraver-
sal language on human rights from former colonialists
and the success of Duterte’s government in his war on
drugs, 1 am on the side of what is good for our country.
The two are not irreconcilable. Accusations of extra ju-
dicial killings must have a specificity- Each case must be
taken on its own and put under the microscopic rules of
Jaw and evidence. Figures coming fromt this side come
in unbelievable thousands but does not specify how and
what the figures represent.

Their figures have lately ranged from to 12,000 and
14,000 that are then repeated-and passed on by sections
of international media without any details of how each
case happened. Instead they use one or two cases and
then use these as the basis of their huge figures as if these
were one and the same

That is using “language as a source of power, and
perhaps especially so withi the sphere of politics.” The
tearn up of international NGOs and Liberals who want
to return to power canbe a tormidable opponent. Ithas
an infrastructure and money to use against Duterte’s
government. As already written about by other opinion
makers it has become a political tool. Aquino and Drilon
may have support from international NGOs but Duterte
and his government has an unbeatable advantage de-
spite vhat SWS survey says — he has the support of the
Filipino people.

Human rights has become important but it needs to
be clarified as a discipline for international politics. But
it can also backfire on those who use it for political ends.
It especially true of the Philippines as a former colony
of the United States.

Despite the human rights tradition having originated
in the West and based on Western values, it should not
be translated into a universal standard.

It has become a commonplace strategy to appeal
to human rights in order to make a case for political
change. This strategy is also what is behind powerful
countries interference in the domestic affairs of other
countries.

Filipinos must choose whether to be on the side of
their government or foreign interference.

Human rights have been politicized and are being
used'to advance power. Whatis presented in defense of

- universal human rightsisin fact done for selfish reasons.

This is why I address the issue as a choice between
being for or against our own country.

Fe

D T

— e ——

R L E

R rea e




‘EIoE OF THE ARWY CHIEF PUBLIC AFF

Vo October 2047

MAKILA: B

LIRS - Emai’ ado. oacpe..armyZD‘:E@grnai‘:

P T TV g
3 B

THE bW TRRRE LLATENE W RERRELR

BASKETBALL /UNTV CUP

AFP, Senate eye 3

Two-time champion Armed Forces
of the Philippineés (AFP) and Senate
try to forge a three-way tie for Group A
lead when they battle separate rivals
tomorrow in the 6th UNTV Cup at the
Pasig City Sports Center.

The AFP Cavaliers collide with the
Commission on Audit (COA) Enablers
at 2 p.m. with the former out to follow

TT.T. i

up their 103-95 win over the GSIS Fu-
ries last month.

The Senate Defenders are likewise
going for a back-to-back when they col-
lide with the Furies at 5:30 p.m.

Led by former PBA players Gil-
bert Malabanan and Rob Wainwright,
the Senate Defenders outlasted the
Bureau of Fire Protection Firefight-

-way tie for leadership

ers, 88-81, in the tournament offering
P4 million to the chosen charity of the
champion team.

Wins by AFP and Senate would tie
them with defending champion Phil-
ippine National Police in the annual
tournament organized by UNTV presi-
dent and CEO Daniel Razon for the
country’s public servants.
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