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T UESORY BV JEOFFREY WkITEN AND RICHEL UIMEL”

Fighting intensified in Marawl on Saturday as elite platoons of Marines
and Army Scout Rangers braved booby traps and stormed the perimeters
of a 3-hectare area still being held by desperate tslamic State-inspired

extremists on the eve of the military’s ‘target’ date to completely retake the

tevastated Lslamic ciry.

eld by Islamic _State-inspired
gfternists, ahead of the mili-

ctive,
nd Army Scout Rangers. -

© Qn Friday; Gol. Rom_én'

irawner Jr; the ‘déeputy com-
nander of :Joint : Task' Group
1anad, said at least 80 buildings
emained to be cleared in the
hrinking main battle area.

Targets not deadline

He said the military was con-
jdent it could completely retake
he city by Sunday, though this
was actually not a “deadline.”

“The military doesn’t want to
-all it a .deadline because it
srings undue pressure on the
roops. What we have are fargets
and Oct. 15 is one of the targets.
sgain, we do notwant to consid-
or it a deadtine,” Brawner said.

“iives are at stake here.

hant

ry’s “target” toend the con-

SOLDIERING ON A soidier
eve of the Oct. 15 deadline

The lives of the soldiers and E

the hostages may be unneces-

sarily placed in danger if
rush,” he added. o0 e
Sume 40 to 5o fighters of the

wWe

Maute Group, Abu Sayyaf and -

their allies are still holed up in
ruined buildings in a segment of
the city’s lakeside area and have
latd mere booby traps to slow the

2

(- [ - =

in fufl battle gear patrols a battle-scarred street in Marawi
hat the military gave itéelf to end the crisis. ~JEOFFREY MAITEN 0

advance of the soldiers, he'said.

He said that on Thursday -

alone soldiers using K-g bomb
¢ detectionidogs recoverad nine
“improvised explosive devices

"and 44 unexploded-ordnances,
as well as 28 bodies believed -

to be those of militants who
had died during fierce govern-
ment air strikes and artillery

m

.

g o
ity onthe

fire early in theweek. .~ =
Because _.members of the

“city’s Management of the Dead
-.and Missing Persons refused to
" go into the main battie ares, the
_soldiers themselves placed the

remains inside body bags.
Brawner said the extremists’

resistance  was  expectedly

strong as they were now con-
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-_.:Gers ‘Ediiardo Ano, AFP. chlef

S of staff durmg a vnsnt-tc Marawn,

} -fmed 1o, a smailer a}:ea

space we antzcxpate more” m-_"

“tense fighting,” he said. .
‘Soldiers hevertheless cleared

12 'buildings and killed two more’’

militants on Thursday, bringing
the enemy’s death toll to 813, the
_ mﬂltaly said.

<A’ total. of 161 soldlers and . |

B pohcemen have also been killed
in'. more’ than four months--
i RS, sand Co _Romeo Brawner h

. _of flghtmg

+hoped. the confhct woufd end be

nJuly Lorenzana Said he

ore’ Mr Duterte s State of the'Na- :
tionAddress onduly 24 B

..-OnSept.27, Lorenzané,‘ giving
anupdate to the House commits

tee'on Muslim affairs, said govern-

ment troops might be able to re-

takea the city inthree days.
Unaware of the Oct. 1 dead-

: Eiﬁé setbyLorenzana , troops

contiued to recapture more
areasand k||l_more enemy f!ght~

: "afety of hostages

7 the battfe s end whlch he claimed .
: i '-_was relayed bytroop commanders
that wé have to recover” and’’
the: advancmg troops contmued 3
10 be hampered bythe: presen r:ewﬂ

the noncombatants,” he said,
“ Brawner said -the military

_W'ou’_l_d step up its final assault to -

‘hettralize: i:he terror threat on’
‘thecity:

“We Wﬂl neutrallze them
meaning, either they are captured
or they surrender,” he said, —EoF-
FREY MAITEM AND RICHEL UMEL INQ.

“chief met the House committee on

‘Muslim affairs, Brawner said it .

““might take the mifitary “10to15
“more days” to finish off the enemy.

Our primordial consideration”
isthesafety of the hostagesand

cfent toend the Marawi crisis by -
- Oct. 15, which will be folfowed by &

-the rehabilitation starts,” Brawner

onthe ground, did not match that
of themilitary and sparked confu-
BT ON-BMONGANE N OUSANC G OF b
eVacuees who were looking for-

- "“The military remams confi-

second clearing operation before

said. ~INQUIRER RESEARCH
Source: Inquirer Archives
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By CHRIST!NA MENDEZ
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Malacanang yesterday :
decried the vilification

campaign against the

Duterte administration |
by Amnesty International

(AT} in undermining the
capabilities of the Philip-

pine Drug Enforcement:

"PDEA ic the new obiect of

Al's, and similar groups” ire
and vilification. Neverthealoss,
the government will proceed
i te drive te make the Philip-
DINes ¢ or mu:—. Ce )I‘I’JD’EIUN"_ ang,

_Wwar against iliegal drugs

sidential ?:pokeqman
Ernesto Abella said Al simply
wanted fo: “demonize”

ing of the frontline role of the
PNP in the anti-illegal drug
camypaign, now it sees the
relief of the agency as a mere
pubiic relations stunt,” Abella
famented.

Turn o Page 8 -
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tlonal is known tobe dzsparag— -

~Agency (PDEA)toTead the

‘the.,
PDEA after I’remde_nt Dute_i‘_te .

) Jegaf g 1ﬂ»free natum e
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Abellz
remains “hopeful” that PDE,
operations “will not be jeop-
ardized by the interference of
encies, thet lai u'
T OUr demr, not for

derec the PNP to pull out
from the war against drugs
and tasked the PDEA to take

Lhe lead i1 the anb drug cam-

/
£

i
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%am Ma]a& nang
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The PP

Toithang,” the 1;;§_)H'li p cam-
paign against illegel drugs,
was halted along with ”)Diaﬂ

vt

Double Barre! nelmiu ana

a"ﬁl;;_"uft:' o bbb g kol

fions in the fiela.

wtertesigricdiar i erans
cum on W wchw%am direst
the PNP along with the Na-
Honal BLl]tﬂdL‘ Lh u': wsiie cid\)‘

"\ -r-n-]{.A ‘n-:‘.-)q-f\c.u ot
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pines. acwell as th
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to refrain from ap

The order aisc covers all g
hoc anti-drug tasi. forc

Duterte had said his order
was to “sati the call o
rights groups and {

ne 1]"!1;‘:'
natmnc‘l commun: v i(s fone
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: if.i'ﬂ a 151 GTU gt coula Gomez sad the govermment  problem. He did not elaboraic, “Since the PNP has beer di-

recied to stoT conducing antl-
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TWr suspected members of the New Pecple’s:
JArmy ((NPA) ‘were Lilled in an‘encounter with -

government forces yesterday morning in a-

remote area of Bgy. Batasa, Makilala, North -
CCotabato. . i o Todi

. Accordingly, elements of the Army's. 38th Infan-
Uty Battalion, under :the supervision .of :Col. ‘Harold .
- Agramosa; were o combat operation:inthe Tares

when :they encountered ‘some 20 rebels at’' b am:
S firefight dmimediatély foccurred that ‘resulted in -
: %,%‘ %ﬁliiﬁg iof ‘two Tebals belongimg to ‘Guerilia Front ™

........ s < The arabel sgrolip.wag said. fo e ack
“in -theprovince of :Nerth :{Cotabato
ecovered . at the encounter.site.
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.':'.jthat nobody wins
the ﬁght hesaid -

 President -
has wsfced -‘Marawi
City SIX times. to .
““boost

In }&s"msﬂt to Dumaguete Clty last Fmday, the
“City will end “soor so we eanTove | Tarward. :
'We ATE TIOW . m the_feurth menth -of'ﬁght-

“ inafew éays pag matap : ( _
. already donel,” he said in his remarks. . "presence_ f.'hos?ag—

el the peopie in both camps of the termr— : " es. the terror Eroup”
- has positioned snip-
- ers . and . scattered
improvised explosive
devices, he added,
Headmitted that
it was “very appali-
“ing” that the rebels
" have not yet run-
out of weapons and
ammunition since
" the siege in Marawi
was launched last
"~ May 23. :
- YWe did not ex-
_pect the resistance
- and the resurface in
that dimension,” he _ o
- said. o rr e st

ool Wl




Sowsezr  The Wlanla Times e A3

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

hberatethe sm‘ e

In an interview aired over state-
qun PTV4 on Friday night, Duterte
. claimed the Marawi conflict was
| "almost over” but added the gov-

—tom Islamic city.

_emment forces could not advance

“vHE end is near for the conflict in Mam; ey

he hopes the crisis in Marawi
would be resclved in one week.
“We are also suffering from 2

severe case of terrorism. We're
..oping.up..We hope that it would

wi.City, Presxdem demgo Duterte said,
fi

k 1 push to

"It [Marawi crisis] is aim Oft OVer.
Almost is because of the fives of
the hostages,” the President said.

"W tried our very best to end this
war peacefully. ] never had the inten-

‘because they have o ‘consider the
lives of the remaining hostages.

He said it could have been easier
for the state forces to “drop 2 hun-
dred bombs” in places where the
 extremnists were still holed up, in-
. duding the mosques, but he chose
* 10 end the baitle “peacefully.”

their offensives agamstthe {erronists

:t]OI’I 0 destroy the hoi\f stirines of the.
“Jslarn fatth, £ madali mo ang pulpir

gin yungmosdquie {It's easy to destroy
the mosques]. You just drop about a
hundred bombs there and taposlahat
lit's done}, but you know, you have
to be very careful about sensitivity of
people,” he added.

On Tucsday, the President said

Gen. Restituto Padilla Jr. said gov-
emment forces were still engaged

in a firefight with around 40 to 50
“Islamist fighters.

On May 23, Maute- ﬁghtezs

be finished in about one week. We
ave siffered: casualtaes, ithe: blg
gestso farin my present year. And

1am sad that terrorism has arrived
in my land,” he said.

Duterte earlier said that govern-

“ment planned to finish the battle

‘with the Maute group last Septem-
but that didinétimaterialize:.

“stormed Marawi City while the

militarywas conduc‘_tmg 4 mans
hunt operation against Abu Sayyaf
leader Isnilon Hapilon.

It was believed that the Maute

group and Hapilon, the purported

emirof IS in-Southeast-Asia; were - -
.conniving to establish.an enclave
«for fightersdn Southeast Asia..

R4 cHance finterview o

‘Wednesday, Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana said security
forces are exhausting all means to
end the armed conflict in Marawi
City “within the next few days.”
On Monday, Armed Forces of
the Philippines gpokesman Maj,

“Dutertesinazbid: to thwart the:

Jslamist extremists’ plan, placed
Mindanao under martial law. The
order stays until December 31.

Since the Marawt crisis erupted
up to Thursday, 813 terrorists, 160
security personnel and 47 civilians
have been killed.

g
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ -

President Duterte had in
mind the welfare of about
2.5 million Filipinos working
in the Middle East when he
ordered the military to avoid
destroying mosques during
the battle against the Maute

action,” he said. :
Defense Secretary Del-
fin Lorenzana, for his part,
warned the remaining Maute
terrorists they will ail die if
they do nof surrender. .
He said fighting the govern-

ment forces would be a hope-’

less case for terrorists,

Broup in Marawd City. oo

- amidst security concerns.

Duterte said he is p!
igosbackite Matas

Apart from the safety of the
hostages, Duterte said he does
not want to show disrespect
to Islam. . .

Eileoncery ligion and
" road ‘to peace and develop

- As.president, Duterte said

a :
Troops, using a bullhorn,
are calling on the terrorists to
come out and surrender.
Lorenzana said two weeks

-ago at least three terrorists
came out and surrendered. . .

I—I 0y

i Weaccept-themeif ey

he needed to weigh the issues

ment as well as the welfare of
Filipino workers abroad.

“Every time I sit down to
decide before I sleep, whether
to just allow the bombing of
the mosques to end the fight-
ing,” he said he had to listen to
his military advisers.

“And 1 could very wel} un-
derstand the frustration of the
miliiary and the police. I know
that. But as a leader, I have o
think & thousand times before
I decide on a very precipitate

continued to fight, ]
junior Army officer killed and
11 soldiers wounded two days
ago, Lorenzana said.

“My message to them, vour
case is already hopeless, you
will all' die there if vou will
not surrender. Believe me, the
soldiers will not Jet you live if
you keep fighting. Tt will be
good for you to surrender and
have the chance to face the
music and be rehabilitated into
the society,” Lorenzana said.

- With Roel Parefio
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1 gmnagazmma Tike
. ang'mg 2emnsta ng mga'

F e ,..Fi,\

fopumalyar
“hgmga sundajo

PATBOS na ang mga
bala ai bonibana ginagamit
ng Maute group laban:sa
muatauhanngrmiltaz

Sinabi fii Task Group
Righac Deput} SCom=

mander Col Romed.
Biatwnertia bikod se mga
liqueiied peurdleum gas

Group. o0 '
Nasa 80 znga bahax al
gusaling lang ang- Yinakai-

langang ma-clearng AFP .
at halos niasa lotb na Ja<
mang tig tatlong ektaryang. -

bahagi ng Marew: City

nagagampnalabanan
sa iasaluku} R .
A nabl.Il Braumer 13

Page.

2z

nalkaligtas samgasmnabog ng mgaito ng unéer— .
na mmbaang kanilangmnga | gremmdna Lanﬂang pmaa« j
Jabaii dahil naiaszawa tatagi:aan : '

#ng nasabing mgd

. unexploded ordnance: Y
.pinagewa nila bilang g
-Improvised Explosive
" De\ ices !”{EDSJ -

mE
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|

fulong para sa mga pa-

. milva ng mgs nasawing

jl
5

. {(AFP) Public Affairs Of-

1z

at ﬁasagatang sundalo sa

A Maravia City. s 5ot
Ayon-kay: Armed

Forees of the Philippines

fice .chief, Marine Col.

otary Ol

“halagang P250.000,
Mismong sina AFP’

Edgard. Areva]o, kahaponfw
a8y nag’mgay g tilong'sa

Vice Chief of Staff
Lt. General Salvador
Melchor Mison Jr. at De-

‘puty. Chief of Staff Major
“(eneral Ame! Ducoat ibd
-pang AFP senior officials.
- BNE fumanggap ng tulohg

pmansyal ngRotary £ £lub

“yon ang natatanggap na:

gipa.sa Maute—ISiS ter-

hilong ng AFP Marawi

casualties simula nang

magbukas ng bank ac-
_count ang AFP para ditol
B4 kasalukuyan 160

'na mga’ sindalo -at pulis

na ang nagbuwis ng s
hay matapos makipagsa-
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Ak Maksapgmant. Padavigans

Tesrge v Bansa P800

| ang terorismo sa Assoclation of

_regmn, ayon sa Malacafiang,

_J_.orenzana ang’ ﬁagrepresent _

‘Presidential Spokesperson Ermesto
-kahapon

.pdtro]s were iaunched to bette

“Ang tnlateral air patrci sa-
—cotmter the movement of terrofist

: pagztan ng thpmas, Malaysia
1 at Indonesia ay para labanan-

| Southeast Asian Nations(ASEAN) that of the region,” sabini Abella, . -

:exchangmg best practices, we ‘hope -
“to improve the: interoperability
“of ‘our forces and help better .

Subsng; IndonesiaTioong Oktulbe - secure areas of common maritim

2::5i:Defense Secretary Delfin:

‘Ito ay matapos ilunsad ng.
. Phlhppmes, Malaysia,at Indonesia -
atr forces ‘emg joint air; patrol sa: -

Ito ang ipinahayag ni

" 'makaraang atakehin ng Daesh-.
inspired Maute Group ang Marawsi
“City, Lan#o del Bur noong Mayc

Mg kasaiu]«.uyang taon. L

Abelia sa statesrunt Radya Plbpmas _

”The coordma’ced }O;mi: arrg;‘-

Ang P’. .
temnst:mg grupo, na maglﬂmg :
biwah 'ha, ang naging sahhi ng:
deklarasyon ng batas militar sa
“bubng Mindanao na pinalawig
hanggang sa  Katapusan ng taoi:

|- Hariggang: nitong Oktubre.
, iniulating AFP.na aabotna-
¢a kabuuang. 813 kalaban ang_
napatav g tropa ng pamahalaan{i-

groups and to strerigthen the ]
security of our three nations and

“By sharing information and

mterest” dagdag? mya :

: ngayon, ng tropa

Argy!l Cyms

B. Geducos-'
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Army vision: By 2028. a worid-class Army that is & source of nationa/ pride.
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Ex-Army commander is new CCD-Bicol chilel

Retired Bria. Gen. Claudio Yucot, former commander of the Philippine Army in Albay. on
Thursday assumed his post as director of the Office of Civil Defense (OCB) regional

office for Bicol.

He replaced OIC for Bicol Eugene Cabrera. regional director of OCh-Wimarope , ’mdorr
Marindugue, Rombion, Palawan),

Cabrers servad in Bicol for twe months,  Yueot assured Bicolenos. duning the change Of
" :

o g e S S N U TERV AP PL P PR oo t
commend ceremony o Tharsdey. thal he would oo his bestin

This is the last guarier of the year. @no s IS e Gme our 'vis siiars’ witi be coming ~ v sl

£

have much to do. Starting todey. twill hit the ground running to make sure what are expecied of

me shall be done." he said.

e

vivaig 8

i aﬂu a} “.afs ,ﬁafz\ qommi’tn*ae;ﬁi al

' "'"dedicaf:mﬂ
tc my dutyl,” Yucol addel.

- e et e e b
His-appointment was signed by President Rodnioc Luterig {ast Seplember 1,

The rew OCD-Region 6 chief thanked Albayanos for:being-good:to-him wh ie hewas, Nm}’

b

commanaer in Ih DTC\:”I’)V({: 8\"3'“ i he iz not g natl ’b Ol -lCOf.

%

~ ¥ I =] ot ~ ot LD ey
Pve sarned my star rank dunng my siey ngre as

i, he said.

ur where he caciged

ff)

N - - P ji} Lt g ‘ - Ll g Ea e H P 11 "‘_u -
ant vrme hore in Bohol bt e nowe 2 rasiient of Piliown in Camarings

He ic bt Lo g ihs -
e HCHSTC A chnaeg}.

[ P 1 v he X S i i -
Thie mlescs s goe i heve to rapev the goodness of the
) [ - g 14 PR . -

Ricolencs and my pavment showd be betier - his 18 {C serve bDeuel. ne szl

Yuco! siso served as Direcior of Army Personnel Maragement Center of the Philippine

Army Core Purpose. Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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Army vision: By 2028. a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Army at Fort Bonifacio in Metro Meznia

AP

He said he applied as OCD chief & month bafore nis retirement in the military service.

v
=
3,
6]
I

still wants to serve the country.

ot

Asnea why I;e chose OCD \’u:o; saic. " believe the OCD is the best gmployment for me 2
retirament. since my knowledge in the military way back when | was assigned here. can be
applied in the new field of my career. Wiy harmaonious relationship with the different agencies
here in Bicol during my time as commanding ofiicer is also an edge to be the new regional

director. of O”“D "

Yueot is 3 member of Philippine Military Academy (PMA} Smaqtata Class of 1886,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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