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ployees, uhder &e,department
.and its attached agencies. ;

mto the' statements of ‘as-

isets, liabilities and net warth ..
{SALNSs) of ‘officials-and em- "

mvestlg tmg. fficials andem-

tenmes intheir SALNS or are -

“not decianng sofne propertles :
- and assets...

“The RIPSis Tooking deeper =
- P20,000 2 month; but youi-can

see year-on-year there's a big -

l'k

“Some are, Tet's say, earnmg

Jump _in their SAUNThen,

ployees to verify if they are

Jiving within their means or
‘to find out if theyhave hidden.

. wealth.

"What we do is wé look”

‘up the SALNs of everyone
under our umbrella — those

. aré BOC; BIR, (Bureau of Locdl -

- Government Finance), (Secu-
rities and Exchange Commis-
-sioner), (Insurance ComnK -

we also have authority to ask

for certificates of titles in their -
. name, We discovered that they

do not declare in their SATN
some propertaes, Agabin

added. o
The mvesﬁgatlons were
conducted based on the com-
plaints and anonymous tips
received by the RIPS as well
“Turnto Pagé 6
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Lsers maght sa}r we'r re targetm o ;Fxghhng cormptzon s one’ Recent‘iy, fCﬂst@ms HCome
" only those i in, the lower level,”. _of President.Duterte’s cam- missioner Isidro Lapefia as-
“he added S pa;gnprommes ey ~ sured:that BOC officials énd

' _.In line with’ this, Fmance - employees swould:be ubject

: ..:;.s._tof;;@e shlechecks amid cor

! ﬁmals wzthm the DOF and its
. attached agencies,’ but: Agabm’
declined to name them tgend—
ing the- compietlon of the in-

mlssal recertly after the :
; nducted a hfestyle RS E

dirighto Agabm
%bu‘t frve officiale have
bee Técommended fm‘ d‘l‘S—

“The mvesngaﬁon has galso
ﬂaggaci some?tugh-rankmg of- I
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‘Nur’ "-stuan occupled ~Zam
“boanga City in a bid to dec}.are'_
Jan mtlependent state, leadingto .

anassive operation by the: gov-'

ernment to retake the c1ty from

Misuari's men. g

“Our utmost concern is the ';
‘lives and livelihood of the cwﬂ— :
“lans if the Duiérte administid-

ﬁrst OUTEr und 'cmrrman'ders »
—Galvezsaid

[EPSAIES

il e ﬂmgggé S‘iii’e ‘;: tion chiooses to proceed withur

ment of What areas we can rec- bai militarization and aeridl

_ dmmend to'rematn under mar- bombings," said Aba of :th ,

tial law,” he added o e :Suara Bangsamoro. ' wide martial Taw and warned it

! sl _“War in this context-is un- “woulld lead to massive protests.
i Keepmg martial law E%‘;e::fgy and solves nothing | OFFREVMAITEM INQ* 1 2

1 e : L

He said; thbugh ‘that “a lot of 3
government officials” had ex-

~ pressed, desire to keep ‘martial- 2
T law in piace mihxs city and the 5, |- 4FFLIRS - Email aod. vac nzarmy 204 2@igmail.com - Terno, (02} §45-0B5E Locel 5285, D205

éntire provmce ‘of Lanao del
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lbocwer 207 Whe Wanila Times | rawe_p

sasaid the .re’bels';a]so'
Ieft-an M- 16 assaul nﬂe and
eadsxdebomb' three iy sed e ‘

......

_ 8,-according ; 3
the eported presence of . NPAs mlhtaz}r, are known for their
-inthe vﬂlage allegedly.collecting - wanton use of * victim-activat-
protection :moriey from residents “ed” 1EDs, such.as booby ‘traps
- atgunpoint: o S and roadside bombs, against
~Two'soldiers were wourided - V}ilagers they suspect -of con-
in“the ensuing skirmishes, “Hiving with the military, -
:..aGcordlng—Tﬂ*Lt—f‘oI‘Ha‘m‘ld‘"“‘"JUL'MUNIRl JANNARAL
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a:!' eft more than 1,066 people dead.

- Troops ‘have missed .previ-

-a@ms -deadlines to flush out the

. tMaute and Abu Sayyaf gunmen

ig{i_gg had pledged allegiance to

-lthe -Middle ‘East-based IS i-
madist group,

e Arms “Scout - ‘Rangers
“sauited the terronsts positions,
JBrawnersaid & :
, those:inj edwagig
gaattahon*;commander “whose

. ‘heasrAsaa.m
eg; Smce then 82: terronsts 162
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N dlfﬁcult if we say 1t’s a

: deadhne bec:ause it wouid mean :

- wewouldtry topush our sldiers ~ PORT TEROM AFP INQ
harder. You know, their hves are-

malso.at.stake-hem;ihesald
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Froomutng,

cptipied parts of'
Maram theIslamic
_f%?lﬁaia@f;theqnam-

xgrqz.ma bat-
ﬂESMEIfI'l ps: that

'b”_[m,g evastated : e
3 -
cities in war-torn . he;:losrési;hgﬁs;;t;a
Sya*l\:jial ?I}:d Irag. ;.- that has shrunk to
) i alry com- about two hegtares,
ers last week. ‘a military spokes-
set a target of Oct. marn said.
15-to-end the fight= -
4 ng%*ﬁﬂf—%?rzday“
mos’c wanted terrorists with a $5-millién group had pled
pledged alle 1ance e toI5. -
ounty and Omarkhayam Maute, whose : g " =AFP

President Duterte said the battle batt}e Brawner sa1d
was “almost over.” " He added that at least 40 mili-

" ‘Twerity soldiers were wounded * tants remained inthe conflict drea,”
last Saturday in a sign that troops  including leaders Isnilon Hapi-
were pushing hard to end the lon, who is on America’s list of

i
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Intense fighting
continues in
Marawi City

BY VICTOR REYES

INTENSE fighiisg vesterday
marked the dav government forces
were supposed w have ended the
hattle with the terrozist Maute
Group in Marawi Cirv. .
“The dav 1 6ot ver finished,
there iv sull a chance {10 meet
the deadline: ” said ©ol Romec
Brawner, depury commander of
: the military’s Joint Task Force
" Ranao, in 2 phone interview at
arcund 4:30 p.m. vesterday,
In @ press conference Monday

“fastweel; AFF-Western-Mindanao-—-

Command chief Lt Gen. Carlito

=wialvez said thetroops™‘deadline™

15 to ena the armed conflict not
later than Ocrober 15, Galvez has
said he was confident of meeting
the deadhne, noung that the en-

" See INTENSE ™ Page B

alayga

e Nationai Nowspane:

INTENSE -

emy’s area was down to four to five )

hectares. He said AFP chief Gen.
Eduardo Afio had been informed
of the deadline set on the ground.
Afio’s target date or deadline i be-
forehe bows out of the service, which
is on October 26 when he reaches the
trandatory retitement date of 56.
- - ‘The-conflict-started-on May 23,
Zia Alonto Adiong, spokesman
of the crisis management committee
of Lanao def Sur and assemblyman
of the Autonomous Region in Mus-
lim Mindanao, said the mifitaryis not
settinganother deadline because this
only creates undue pressure on the
toops, and disappoints civilians if
the deadline is not met.
“They are aot setting a deadline
to avoid pressure on the advanciag
~tr00ps..-This-causes casuwalties-on
their side because they (troops)

wtespressuted toibearavdesdling

This only leads to KIAs (killed in
zction) and WIAs (wounded in
action),” he said. Lo

Secretary Delfin Lotenzana have also

“sét vatious deiidlines or projections as-

towhen the conflice would end.

1%

" * President Dutérte and Defense

Brawner said the fighting was
ongoing and “intense.”’

“They’re doing their best, the
troops said they will do their best (to
accomplish the deadling);” he said.

- Brawmner also said around 20 sol-
diers were wounded in the fighting
with the 40-t0'50 Maute temnants
Jast Saturday. The size of the main
battle arez, he said, is now down
totwohectares, Trom Ryo 1o this
hectares as of Monday last week.
He said the Maute is holding 40 to
60 hostages.

Brawner reitetated the presence of
the hostages is hampering the military’s
raission to end the armed conffict. He
said the military is very deliberate in the
conduct of the operations to ensufe
the safety of hostages, = " -

- *¥esterday wetescied a hostage,
According to her, they. (hostages)
~-are beingused by thé eneriyas bait,

They are asked to run outside, If -

“soldiets open fire, theyll (etiemy)
know that soldiers are around the
area,”’ said Brawner, .

“Also, the enemy have asked
their families to join the fight. The
women and the children are asked

0 fight, they ‘re now combatants” -
Brawner also said, quoting the -

Page: ’9!

rescued hostage,

Officials have said that some of
- theterrorists brought family members
--with-them-vhen they attacked the city
" Since the conflict started, 822
‘Mtite ‘members have been killed,
and 162 soldiers and policemen,

and 47 civiliary o
+Adiong said about 392,000 peo-
‘ple-temain in ‘evaruation centers.
" Hegaid the military has yetto give
the green light for the residents to
return to their homes, specifically
in the areas that ate already under
military control, because the “situ-

aton is still volatile.”

“What if they are able to again
enter (the controfled areas)?.., If
ever that happens, it’s hard to o on
evacuation mode again, Untif such

timie thit the fighting has ended,

~the JTF (Ranad) is not advising

the retitrn of the people;” he-said.
(GB P

bt Tt s s e

ends. We have have prepared

mechanisms on how these people”

~ would return in the controlled
" dreas. Thete’s a clustering of
barangays so that there will be
“smooth and orderly returs of the
evacuees,” he said,

3
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: “Women and children are ngw
' fs:rced to fight together with the ..

‘MauteSIS fighters, These are
" desperate measures the MauteS[S -

:cemmanders. i et L
CThe mthiaw subseduPnﬂvwﬁﬁ_m}m’ﬂﬂVo :

¢iting briefing from nnlltary grmmd

are .doing. .This is fheir Iast
defensive stand,” Brawmer sai
_ dsing another acronym for IS.

. Volatflesttagtion |

Zxé, Alonto Adiong, spokesm
of . the Provineial <Crisis
Management Committee, for his

part;caid-civilians are still barred. -

from returning to their homes even
st the military controlled areas

clarified that it does not-impose:

“any deadline hut stressed it has”
“targets whento ﬁnish th'e missi(_m'

in Mapawi City. -

Tt was not the ﬁrss tzme that :
" government authorities fafled to
“meet their selt-imposed “deadling”
‘or “targéts” mmiediately dfter the -

giege erupted last May 23,

" Lorenzana himself s&id_itwﬂl,_nut.

lig
Sl

" The Getober 15 “target” date' i
: 4o liberate Marawi: City was!:

‘annourniced by Defense Secretary!
+Delfin Torenzana two weeks ago -

G But:xtftufned ouithat the slege
- waswellplanried a8 evidenced by

‘he ‘continited resistance of the -
“terrorists L almost five months

seiziuy afterdbstdirted, appa.mni:ly*i:h&y

_,mm@ﬁ._
Iughpowered firearms. -
‘Mr. Duterte has earher Wa.med

. agamst celebrating the eventual

Jiberation of Marawi, .citing .the :

.deaths and devastationthere. -
“When we-Jeave Marawi, we go

-qmeﬁy "We do not Want to-show

Ny Kind 61 ce’lé%“r&‘ﬁ‘id‘ii“‘é:t

happmess,” hesaid" .
Mario e Malla rif AFP

o
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" into joint ventiifes to comer::
cially develop‘former mihtary"

T A o b

camp¥ 10 ﬁgrhent -ballooning -

“'muid go to umfurmed person- ~ Du

';Chie was opti- *:nel's pension payments and -+ Tease'
2 1d'sotn find . could balloon up to 8o percent
“a sponsorin; “Congress for ‘of the AFP's annual budget if
'}pr@' msedalegxslanon_ L‘I,tis I left unaddressed, Diokno said.

OEFISE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall anc calpe.ar 2042E f

Gromali.com - Teino, (021 845-9558 Local: 5285, 5285

Loy Core Purpose. SETvINg INE DeodiE Secunng the and.

—




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army thaf is a source of national pride

‘ OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF Public AFFAIRS —Emall add: oacpa;army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845.9555 L'Q:{.:ja.i':- 5285, '5295'_:[

10 october 2017 The Manila Wimes | raee 19

EBomfaC[opmperty Theyalsohave;_ 1
iheusmgprope "%he area. 'I‘hey’_ S ige ci}uef, ,hovgz:ivzx,
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Iease gr eater into joint ve:ntures
for some of the rilitary’s” sssets;
“with the proceeds to be vsed
for the-modernization program
"of the armed forces and for the
uniformed personnel’s pensxon
reform,

Benjamin Diokno, budget sec-
retary, said the move to dispose,
rent cut.and develop some of the
military assets.has alseady been
- discussed ‘in the'; recent Cablnet
foeeting

“They have a lot of properties
Maybe we can sell, ‘soire We can
_long term lease,or joint venture,

For cxample, the.developer will
elop th So there willb

an anhual How :

! “(The proceeds from thosc)

 assets, part of that, under the
law, part of that. should be used
! to modernize the-atmed forces.

i Patt of it will be for the _pension

" tefoitn he added,

Diokno identifed several assets,

- inchiding 200 ‘hectares it Fort . .-

' Bonifacio: He zdded that there are
. & lot of military assets in Mindanao.

“We also have some in Visayas
that’s quite big, In Mindanao, if I
remeber it.correctly, there’s 200,000

¢ hectares in Bukidnon,” Dickno
said,

“Some of them are in urban

.aress, like the one in Hacienda
Luisita,” he added.

Initial estimares for the proposal
to inchude the uniformed persoanel
in the Govesnment Service Insur-
ance System ((GSIS) may require as
much as P7 trillion,

Malayga

““Part-of “the proceeds will ‘re-
quire legislation. But we will ad-
© dress’it. Next yeat, the budget i -
. P75 billion, that’s only for pension. .;
| We'cannot afford that anfual ap-
propriatiéd because jewill eat upﬁll. ;
~--t}rc=§:>udgct; Dicktro-salds
~“T.aim sure he (Premdent Du-
terte) will appreciate that, in fact
the military appreciates it, thatwe
are addressing this problem. Sowe
want a secure, sustainable pension
system for them,” he added.”
According to the Fiscal Risks
. Statement 2015-2016 refeased by
the Development Budget Coor-
dinaton Committee last yeat, the....
pension costs of all uniformed

SEIVECES""H.‘I‘E“I?.Pidi}T increasing-‘. i

every yeat, :
The epotrsdidithe probleny sl o
mainly attributable to the features
* present in 21l existing retirernent” -
laws of the uniformed services:
2) pension entitlement of 2 retiree
is automatically adjusted basedon -
the prevailing scale of base pay for
simnilarly ranked active personnel;
_b)pension s non-contabuoryin f .
nature hence budget comes from .
thé annual genersl appropriations
of the government; and ¢) early

" See GOV'T > Page A4

entitlement to pension benefits

even before attaining the compul-
sory retirement age of 56.

In the previous administra-
tion, a technical working group

composed of the GSIS and the
Departments of National Defense,
Budget and Management, Finance,
and the Intetior and Local Govern—
ment recommended the creation

¥

Page: EH

of a seed fund neéessary for the
purpose of generating sufficient
intetest income to fund the an-
nual pension requirements of all
uniformed services,

7

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add oacpa.army 201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose. Serving the peaple. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, s worio-class Army that is e source o nalionai pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC.AFFAIRS —.Emazil add: pacpa.army2042@gmail.com - Tel no. {02} 845-8355 Local; 5285, 5285

b october 2017

§"terday c gional task groups sh
:v o Now that the ‘Phlh p - 6,981 operations jointly conducted. - i
: tmneﬂ Police (PNP)"is. takmg a’ ‘from July 2016 to September 2017 apataga
backseat ion ‘the campaigh; he' and resulting in the arrest of 1,241 % scember and ano c
. said the AFPis reaffirming the drugs suspects and the kﬂlmg c;f « North.Cotabatg; Iast.MarcTiI 7 At
mﬂztary 8 commitment to t"he'- L ; o B of-shabi
: counh'y S war o illegal drags. " -
| AFP public.affairs office chief” also yielded a total of P1.9 billie
Col. EdgardArevalosmdPremdent worth of shabu manufacturin
‘Duterte has directed the PNP, the - equipmient, significantly crippling’”.
National Bureay-of Investigation, “the’ productiorn.of methamphe’t““
‘the Bureau.of Cuistoms and all other amine in the country. More ﬂ1an
governmentagenciestoleave tothe: 52 kilos of shabu were conﬁscated 5
-PDEA thé-conduct of all: cam;;a;gns--... iin ¢he operations. ... : ;
and related.op erations G Fr Arevalo said 1nterna1 secijri
tx T 32 i erations ‘against ‘terror group.
‘ent, the AFP expahd‘ed its ]omt ~have-alsbresulted in-the neutral-: 1
ceurnterintelligence task force izatioriof several drug suspect§ in the coumry, we Wln noﬂoses ht
NOAH, anad hocunitcreated:and - Mindanag, including Abu Sayyaf on’ ‘the drugs scouirgeé and ‘will
—mandated by, the AFP+o coniduct “group kidnap-for-ransom leader actively support PDEA n'its en-
OFdrug~related counterm’celhgence.'. and illegal drug pusher Butchoy deavors,” he: added T
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146 killed in mﬂltary drug ops smce 2016

MILI’EAR’Y »émg - moper»attons-»

jottitly conducted with the Philip-
“pine Drug Bnforcement Agency
“and -PNP have resulted in the
killing of 146 drup ‘geddlers and
" users since President Duterte as-
: sumed the presidency last year,

- AFPpubic s ehier "Col

Edgard Arevalo said the joint
‘operations have also resulted in
the seizure of P1.9 billion worth
“of equipment used in the manu-
facture of shabu and 52 kilos of
“shabu.
“Recent data 'from the regional
task groups show a total of 6,981
-operations have been jointy con-
_ ducted since July 2016 20 Septem-
ber 2017, resulting to the arrest of

- 124 -drogs suspectsand killing of
_ 146,” saxd A::evalo _ o

- 'Ii‘te ~reg1®nai-—task ‘groups-were

established by the AFP as part of

its commitment “to” support the
government’s wat on dru s, Do-

terte *has directed the “toilitary o

play 2 fole in This thsiast to nd thc
country of illegal drugs. -

-"';A:revalo “sa:d 'Samc*of the it

drug operations targctc& mem-

bets of ‘the Abu Sayyaf Group,

including sub-eader Butchoy

':Ha’ss*m ahas “Black “and Bocci
“who “was” asbbed “in _Ta*m—taw

Tawi-Tawiin March-lastyear,

Tjointrads of dnig EEboratories

also vielded a total of P1.9-hillion
shabu manufactuting equipment, :

significantly crippling the produe-
tion of methamphetamine in the
country. More than 52 kilog of
shabu were also confiscated in the
aperations,” said Arevalo,

The value of the shabu. sejzed-

doring  jeint mifitazy, police
and PDEA operations is worth
atound P260 million. A kilo of

Y

~shabuhas astreet pnce of P5 mif

fon, . . .- ageinstdrugs -

Hassan 5 wanted by Malaysian
anthorities for his involvement
in- the abduction of Taiwanese

~Chang An ' Wei, alias Bvelyn Chan,

at the Pom Pom Island Resort in
Sabah in November 2013.

AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Afio
te-affirmed the militaty’s commit-
‘ment fo-the PDEA in the cam-

‘paign against ilegal drigs. The

smilitaty wsighiedt a--memorandum
-with- PDEA.-in -February- 2007 -
O SUppOEt THE 4gency il the wai
Victor Reyes
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Sfighers
kidnapped
-in Sulu |

.HEAVILY...atmed , unidentified
men snatched five fishermen
. while -they were _taking shelter
- from bad weather at port Pobla-
“ci6h it Pangutatan, Sulu on Sat-
. urday-night
Reports reaching Ciucf Insp.
" Tata Lea Cuyco, spokesman of
the Autonomous Region in Mus-
lim Mindanao Police Regional Of-
fice, identified the five as Vergel
Aquino, 25, of Davao City; and
Joshua Ybanez, 23; Emo Pausto,
63; Jonald Minalang, 24; and Spti-
ano Sardido, 53; all from Pagachan
. City.
Brig, Gen. Cirilito Sobe;ana,
--commander-of Joint Task-Force- -
" Sulia, siid the five were abbard
wfighitp vessels BB DanviliBiand: oo oo
FB Danvil 2 taking cover from
‘bad -weather, along with -nine
light boats, when the armed
men, aboard” two motorized
_ bancas, atrived and took them
“hostage.
The owner of the ﬁshmg boats,
-Danvil:Gatol Yanoc, reported the _ .
. ktdnappmgto the JTRSuln,
~ Sobejana said -the primary sus-
pect is the Abu Sayyaf Group,
which is cutrently holding 14 hos-
tages in Sulu. — Raymond Afvica
and Victor Reyes

1Y

GFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (07) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5205

Ay Gore Purpese. Serving the people Securing (he iand,




Lorrny Bigl 18 & SUalor o s S0 I

e i Evlold e wlnlnesd

(0D, BAE-U5ES Local: £28E. D24b

OFFICE OF THE ARMY C s

”o October

il

entrl

“on the day W “Har Hd Cl v 'Base wer
: by the Japanese, To be mare involved in-the war frort, T’
-enlisted in the army and after completing three months of ‘basic
training, we were all ititerviewed. Sirice 'had the advantage of a
. better academic background and the highest 10 score in the regi-’
ment, T wastold that the military was short of people for intelli-
-gence ‘work.-1 was -quickly: transferred ‘for eight “months to
“Japanese linguage schiaal, ‘thén"ta cryptography schodl fn Vir-*
ginia, Eventually, I found myself in an air force unit in India work-
ing on Japanese air force codes in the China-Burma-India theater.”
» “go, here 1 am, a former staff sergeant, having theprivilege of -
addressing the rop-officers of the Philippine Armed Forces.” .°
.~ et me digress a bit. SyCip's work in.cryptography -during’
World War 11 reminded-me of the successful breaking of Japanese-
war ¢odes that’brought-about the death of Adm. Iscroku Yamamo- "
j6. thie brilliasit conmmatider of the Japaniese Combined Fleet On’
April 19, 1943, Yamamoto took ‘off to inspect naval airbases in® - (ne last wor
_Bougainville, New Guinea. Through the work.of allied cryptoana-’ _ practice covering’
~— lysts, Yamamoto's exact flight plan was known and P-38s from 'mg‘Sy‘Cip’s office, inviti

Guadalcanal intercepted his plane. The famed - dmiral, who had? _- ering of itual friends fromthe bus_iness cqmmiixijty'-cjf the mrifli-*

v

7 been :che a:chit:ec_t of the Pearl Harbor _attack‘._-and' was prqbab_l‘)f; & Ctary. It turned out to bé just the two of us at a‘Makati restaurant. I
Japan’s most _b.nlh_ant naval officer, died in tha_a flaming crash of hls:- shall always treasure his kind wotds, This was a person who'gen-
bomber, a victim of US fighter planes wating in ambush. - *  uinely cared for his people, and the country he loved even more.

"
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. takeover of Maram‘appears better

-better prepared. The Mautes stocked - ~idrays a5 the Allied troops fried 15’

. even'managed to dig cormecting tun- “troops cleared thelasto theiapane e' may |
- nels which protected them -frven}_;eaiy;--: defenders § _ |t “Speaking Out,”
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planned and the hostile forces came . The ﬁgﬁﬁng ﬂared for three more.

up on arms and food which sustained . _retake the lagt Japanese stronghold
them durmg the early stages, They - the Finance Building, On'Da
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Duterte hopes to end Marawi siege soon
By Mary Judaline Partlow

DUMAGUETE CITY -- President Rodrigo Duterte has once again expressed optimism that the ongoing
clash between government troops and extremist Maute Group terrorists in Marawi City will finally come

to an end.

Speaking to a large crowd in Dumaguste City during Friday evening’s opening ceremonies of the
Buglasan Festival of Negros Oriental, the President talked about terrorism, specifically what had
happened in Marawi City, as he announced that “we anticipate another assault” against the Maute

Group who are still holed out there.

“We are now into the fourth month of fighting but hopefully it will be soon,” said President Duterte.
He disclosed he will be going there again somehow in a few days “ug matapos na unta na’ (and
hopefully it will end), as he described the couniry’s fight against terrorism “very much like that in the
Middle East’, saying that has slowed down the resolution of the Marawi City siege.

Speaking alternately in English and the Cebuano dialect, the former Davao mayor stressed that he has

lost many troops because of sniper fire from the terrorists who have maintained 2 vantage point against

'-'-goVe;nment-fgrc;gsl“-Nganong:... i B e S i e e e

“Nganong nadugay kay ang away diha (why has it dragged on... because the fight there) is very much
like what is happening in the Middle East. Syria and iraq are in shambles. Mosul and Aleppo, and to this
day, sige pa sila ug away (the fighting continues) because there is a new development and it is urban

terrorism”, Duterte pointed out.

*Nakapuwesto na sila'sa-mga-building;-ang ilang armas.naa na sa underground (they have pre- . ..
‘positioned themselves in buildings and their arms are underground) and they have the strategic point’,

he said.

“Mao ng daghan kong patay nga mga sundalo kay ang ilang mga snipers nakapuwesto ug ilang
gipalibutan ang lugar tanan ug JED (that's why a lot of soidiers were killed because their snipers have
pre-positioned themselves and ali areas were bordered by 1EDs)”, he added.

Ev?any casualties on the government side were not from armed confrontation but by terrorist snipers, he
pointed.

Duterte said he is praying that the Marawi conflict will soon come 10 an end so that the country can
move on.e promised that he will ieave a “very strong military and police” when his term has ended.

He promised that he will leave a “very strong mifitary and police” when his term has ended.
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“Paghawa nako (when | leave), hopefully... kelan yan ewan ko (when, | don’t know), but sana {hopefully)
before | leave | would be able to leave behind and very strong and well-equipped police and military men

because terrorism will not disappear.

“We anticipate another assault, maybe this time (in) two or three other places in the Philippines. But we
are prepared. We are not ill-prepared. And it's gonna be a long haul for all of us’, he stressed.

According to him, he has told the government troops to approach with caution the remaining terrorists in
Marawi to avoid unnecessary destruction of property in that besieged city.

“I've always cautioned them, kung maari lang (if possible), not to destroy the mosques, the shrines, to
minimize... to do everything even at a great expense of lives na malibre ang mga hostages (so that

hostages will be freed)”, the President said.

Duterte, assisted by Gov. Roel Degamo led the awarding of Outstanding Oriental Negrenses, namely,
Posthumous Award for Law and Jurisprudence to Former Supreme Court Chief Justice Felix V.
Makasiar (and was received by his daughter, Mrs. Cynthia Makasiar-Sikat); and for Science and

Environment, Dr. Hilconida

Calumpong, who heads the Silliman University Institute of Environmental and Marine Sciences.

The President also invited local singers Cristiani B. Rebada and Hannah Korin D. Castillo, who gave a
song rendition during the Buglasan Festival opening program, to visit Malacafiang.

Aside from Degamo, Dumaguete Mayor Felipe Antonio Remolio and a majority of the mayors in Negros
Criental were on hand to receive the President.

~Also present were Vice Gov.-Mark-Macias,-provincial-board members; barangay-chairpersons, heads.of ...

national government agencies and representatives from various sectors. (PNA)
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AEP reaffirms support to gov’t anti-drug war

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA - The Armied Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on Sunday reaffirmed ts commitmentto-the oo

government's war against illegal drugs.

This came after President Rodrigo Duterte signed a memorandum designating the Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) as the lead agency to carry out anti-illegal drugs operations in the country.

“The AFP has always been in support role to PDEA, Philippine National Police (PNP) and the National
Bureau of Investigation {NBI) in any illegal drugs operations, unless we are otherwise requested to lead
especially in conflict-affected areas,” AFP public affairs office chief. Col. Edgard Arevalo, said in a

statement.

In February, AFP and PDEA signed a memorandum of agreement in a bid to strengthen anti-narcotics
operations, especially in conflict-affected areas, particularly where conditions for insurgency,
secessionism, and terrorism are prevalent.

The military also expanded the Joint Counterintelligence Task Force (JCTF) NOAH, an ad hoc unit
created and mandated by the AFP to conduct drugs-related counterintelligence operations.

NOAH assists law enforcement agencies in the identification, investigation, and neutralization of persons
in the use, sale, manufacture, and distribution of illegal drugs.

..in-addition, the military has also formed regional.task groups under its unified commands to coordinate

direct action, intelligence, legal support, and community relations to PDEA, as force empioyer, andits

regional offices nationwide.

From July 2016 to September 2017, these task groups have conducted a total 6,891 operations which
resulted in the killing of 146 drug suspects and arrest of 1,241.

- Joint raids of drug laboratories .also yielded a total of PHP1.9-billion shabu manufacturing equipment
which have greatly hampered the production of methamphetamine in the country while more than 52
kilos of shabu were also confiscated in the operations.

Internal security operations conducted against terror groups also resulted in the neutralization of several
drug suspects in Mindanao.

“| commend our soldiers for their professional and efficient inteliigence and manpower support afforded
to PDEA and the PNP in their anti-illegat drugs operations. Rest assured that despite our focus on our
mandate to address internal and external threats to the country, we will not lose sight on the drugs
scourge and will actively support PDEA in its endeavars,” AFP Chief of Staff General Eduardo Ao

said. (PNA}
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