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MARAWI! CITY—The milicary
said on Thursday that there was
a "big possibitity” that & op
Mataysian militant tipped to be-
come the point man of the Is-
tamic State (IS) group in South-
east Asia had been kilied in a
clash with troops overnight.
Twenty terrorists among the
rernaining IS loyalists hoied up
_in_the devastated heart of

Maravd were Killed in the latest

fighting Jikely..including M

Col. Romep Rrawnherl, -deputy
commander of the military’s
Task Force Ranao:

~  “There is a big possibility
“that Mahmud is among them,”
Brawner told reporters on

Duterte: Taken
president Duterte. speaking
at a Philippine Chamber of
commerce and Industry gather-
ing on Thursday night, said
Mahmud had been “taken.”

Maj. Gen. Restituto Padilla,
spokesperson for the military,
said wias Mr. Duterte meant
was that Mahnod had been
killed.

padilla confirmed that the
Malaysian militant had in-

'1

. .deed pesnkilled.

“ARosald
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Mahmud's death is 2 blow
to any effort by 15, which is on”

the hack foot in Syria and Iraq,
to establish an enclave in
Southeast Asia. g

The military said in a state-
ment earlier on Thursday that
13 terrorists were killed
gvernight and seven onl Thurs-
day merning. .

Two hostages—a moether
and her daughter—were Ics-

cued ang information they pro-
..vided..meant,.the authorities

gotifiderit?; thaty Mahmud..was
dead, Gen. Eduardo ADO, (i€

of staff of the Armed Forces

were “increasingly becoming

of the FPhilippines, said in. o

the statement.

“The process to confirm this”
(Mahrmud's death) with finality.”
however, is still [g

oing onl,”

. There were also other non-

_comba_tants in the area and they
were families of the terrorists,
he said.

i

Hostages killed?

Brawner also said the nili-
tary feared the remaining ter-
rorists, nOw constdered strag-
glers because they had no
leaders, had executed the re-
maining hostages.

“] hope this is not the case
but we suspected they have
Killed the hostages or someé of
them,” he said.

He gaid 18 hostages, in-
cluding women and children,
remained at the battle zone
afrer the rescue of 38 this
month,

army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 { ocal: 5285, 5285

“Mahmud, 439y

jer university lecturer who

used the nom de guerre Abu
Handzalak, is believed to have
been pivotal in raising and
channeling funds to the al-
liance of Maute group terrol-
ists and Abu‘Sayyaf bandits
and their foreign allies during
the occupation of Marawi that
has lasted 150 days, kiiling
more than 1,600 people, mostly
terrorists.

. Some experts say Mahsnud
could become Islamic State’s
Southeast Asian “emit,’ or lead-
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del Suy province,

e Fdent-that-it-has- weR..
the battle for Marawi, the mili-
tary is withdrawing some
troops starting on Friday.

Brawner said the st In-
fantry Battalion, which had
been here since June i, would

.return.to its base in Infanta,

“Quigzon province:-

. Rights abuses
The Commission on Human
Rights (CHR) is reportedly veri-
fying alleged abuses committed
by.soldiers and policemen dur-

ing the battle for Marawi.
Malacafiang welcomed the
CHR review angd investigation
~ of the action of state security
forces in Marawi, presidential
_spokesperson Ernesto Abella
said In a press briefing om

Thursday.

Monday of -#bu*Sayyaf -com-
mander Isnilon Hapilon, the
head of the terrorist alliance
that seized Marawi on May 23 t0
carve out an IS enclave In
Southeast Asia.

Government on

troops

[

£F PUBLI
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ionday Killed” Hapiion; who
had-a- §s_million. price on “his P

head offered by the United
States. =

The troops also killed
Omarkhayam Mauie, one of two
brothers at the helm of the
Maute terrorist clan of Lanao

e e

e
[

Lok pdiwas dstrategic message

pe.army2(123ema

.Abella also said Mr, Duterte’s
move to declare Marawi Hberat-

sTechnically, the leadership ~
has been neugralized and that
- whatever forces that are left are
nonsignificant and as it has
_peen referred to, shoutd be 2
matter of police enforcement,”
he said.
From:ih
erspective;
is aligned and Marawi is on the
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‘E}mtil last

terrorist dead’

By ALEXIS ROMERO

D s_p__ite_t_he___iibera’cio
rawi Cifﬁ;*Miﬁ&éﬁ'abi:éw'i_
undet martial law uniti
terrorist is kiiled, Presi
terte said last night.

1 declared martial law. Every-
body is asking when it will stop: 1t
~_will not stop until the last terror-
—ist s taken. onit Duterte. told the

' fESrdPhﬂlppmeBusmesqConfereme R AT

in Manila.

Duterte said the Islamic State-
inspired Maute terrorists could still
jaunch retaliatory attacks against
government forces conducting clear-
ing operations in the battle area.

"o careful of retaliation: We know
and T know it's COMINE Whelt, we
really donot know,” he said.

Tenilon Hapilon and Omar Maute,
leaders of the terrorists who laid
siege to Marawi last May 23, were
Kilied in an early moming raid last
Monday, a development seen a& @
major setback to extremists in the

Tegicnr.

The siese, which officials said was

funded by narcotics money,

 od the President to place Mindanao

under martial law.

Officials claimed that politicians

invoived inthe illegal GTUg trade con- _
¢ spired with the Islamist militan R
TurntoPage8 - .l . -
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stage & rebellion against the and suppression of Jiberties.
Duterte administration. A day after the death of
Critics and human rights Hapilon and Maufe, Duterte
-groups-have-expresse & con-__ declared that Maraw! hasbeen
cern that military rule would liberated from thé infltierice of -
, pave way to abusive practices terrorists, allowing the govern-

ment to shift its focus to rehabilitating
the city. . :
 Soimiesectors have asked Duterte to lift
martial law now that security forces have
eliminated the leaders of the bandits.
Biit the military said martial law is still
needed to curb terrorist networks in other
parts of Mindanao like Basilan and Suiu.
Duterte said he declared martial law to
finish the threat posed by the IS militants.
“The siege of Marawi is purely ISIS (Is-
Jamic State of Iraq and Syria). That's why
I declared martial law and I said we have
to finish this or we go kaput,” he said.
“Time and again, | told the Filipino
people the rebellion, IS]S, is-coming in and
it is funded by shabu,” he added.
 Atotal of 847 militants, 163 government
troopers and 47 wiviliang havedied since
... the siege started last May. The crisis als
" displaced 78 466 familie 359,680 par e
8OTIS. e :
Druterte thanked China; the United
States and Israel for supporting the gov-
_ _ernment’s anti-terrorism campaign in
Marawi R
He also informed Chiness Amhassa-
_.dor Zhao Jianhua that Chinese rifles killed

some websites on defense equipment.
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The cleanup
War might stili be raging in the ruins of
this city, but the cleanup has already begun.
Under guard of dozens of police and

~soldiers;about100-0f the 200,000 residents

driven from their homes during 150 days
of fighting have returned to start what will
be a massive operation to clear the city of
the debris of war. e

Army trucks crawled through the
deserted streets to take displaced people
to safe areas of Marawi, where echoes of
gunfire and explosions cott distlbe hgard:
as troops sought to finish off the remain-
ing Mauté group militants hemmed into
a shrinking battle zone.” e

They swept away trash, rocks and
belongings scattered on streets, among
them toys of children who fled when the
pro-IS rebeis ran amok on May 23, setting
buildings ablaze and ransacking churches
and schools.

Spray painted on the shutter of one
abandoned building reads “Maute ISIS,”
2 tetm used for the militant alliance.

“This is very important for the noz-
malization of Marawi because we are

-responding fo the call for them to return

back, so we need to prepare,” said Lt. col

force in Marawi. : :

Defense officials said it could take
until January before rebuilding can start,
with the heart of the city littered with

. unexploded bombs and booby traps and

buildings on the brink of collapse after
months of military air strikes.

and the governmient ‘astimates it could’”
cost 10 imes that much to rebuild Marawi.

The government on Tuesday said 20-
year “patriotic bonds” would be sold to
generate P30 billion.

Australia, the United States, Singapore,
Russia, the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank are among the coun-
tries and organizations that have offered
to help.

But already close to the front lines of
the effort is China, which has donated 47
heavy-duty industrial vehicles, among
them excavators, bulldozers, tractors, ce-
ment mixers and dump trucks.

Those vehicles are on standby at the
port in Tigan City, waiting for the guns
to finally go silent before starting the task
of restoring the country’s only designated

Islamic City.
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Omarsharift Yassin, an engineer in
charge of equipment at the Department
of Public Works and Highways, said there
was enough skilied manpower, but a lack

O NACHINETY e e

“Before the Chinese equipment ar-
rived, we have 15 equipment in use. We
have 17 units on standby,” Yassin said.

“The muore, the better. What's happen-
ing is we lack equipment so we borrow
from other regicns. But we really need
more” hesaid.

""'The sources

. In Manila’s Congress, a lawmaker

suggested the government should tap

millions of overseas Filipino workers

(OFWs) as a source of funding for the
rehabilitation of Marawi City.

“The budget requirements for rebuild-
ing Marawi are simply too big to be
loaded on the national budget in one or
a few tranches. Reconstruction bonds are
really the way to spread out the cost over
many years while getting the funds in

the present snd near term. We need those

. funds-soon,notlater,” Kabayan p arty-list
‘Rep. Ron Salosaid.
float will give local and foreign investors:

the opportunity to be direct stakehold-
ers in the future of Marawi, Mindanao
and in peace and progress for the whole
country,” he said. .

He suggested that bonds in smal}
denominations could be offered to small

- Pilipine investors; including OFWs:: o

inifial public offerings or list their shares
in the stock exchange allocate a portion of
such shares to small investors in denomi-
nations as low as P5,000.
He said the government should offer at-
tractive terms to entice potential investors.
Other lawmakers proposed that Con-
gress should creale a body that would
Cwversee the reconstruction of the war-
devastated city. .
Alternatively, they said the President
could appoint an officer with Cabinet
rank, similar to what then president Be-
nigno Aquino 1 did o then former sena-
tot Panfilo Lacson in the reconstruction
efforts of regions struck by Super Typhoon
Yolanda in Eastern Visayas. .
Salo’s colleague Rep. Harry Roque said
_ President Duterte should certify as urgent
2 bill in the House of Representatives that
— will pave the way for the rebuilding and

. “The Tindeg Marawi Bill appropri-
ates P10 billion as supplemental budget
specifically earmarked for Marawi City
in order to expedite its recovery from the

“ruins of wartand return 10 ordinary ‘civil-

ian life,

1

' Roque said.. ..

.. Roquie has filed two meastres —House
" Bills 5874 (Tindeg Marawi) and 222

(Rights of Internaily Displaced Persons
Act) — to start the rebuilding of Marawi
and its inhabitarnts. :
“The IDP Rights Act, meanwhile, seeks
to provide for the protection of rights of
IDPs during and after displacement, as
well as their return, local integration or
resettlement elsewhere,” Roque added.
- The funds provided by HB 5874 shall be
used to provide humanitarian assistance
to victims of the siege of Marawi City

-and for the rehabilitation of destroyed

infrastructure, properties and businesses.

< Administration lawmakers expressed

support for efforts 1o rehabilitate Marawi

and promised full cooperation and finan-
cial assistance.

“With the death of the two top terror
leaders in the area and our impending
victory, we can slowly but surely refociis
our energies into rebuilding Marawi. Our

... troops;are expected to stay put for this
“new-mission;”: Davao City Rep. Karlo..

Nograles said.

Tourism Secretary Wanda Teo ex-
pressed her respect for the troops in the
battle for Marawi.

The Unjversity of the Philippines-Los
Bafios (UPLB) has created a task force
to assess possible relocation areas and
survey the immediate need for agricul-
tural resources and livelihood training
of residents.

The UPLB task force will coordinate
with the Department of Agriculture for
the supply and transport of nutritional
food supplements to displaced residents
in the beleaguered city. — With Reuters,

* Jess Diaz, Delon Porcalla, Rudy Fernan-

dez, Catherine Talavera, Gerry Lee-Gorit
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'19 other Islamic State-inspired
gunmen killed in Marawi

fierce gun battle with elite government
: troops, Armed Forces ofthe Philippines
- Malaysian militant is believed (AFP) Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo Afio
f% to be among 20 Islamic Gtate - said Thursday. - = IR
A 2{8)-mspired terrovists killedina Afio saig the gunfight, which B4

uty commander of Task Force e

star’tedWednesday 1l the early
morning of Thursday, also re-

suited e rescue of some
sstages ipciuding e mother . s
nd ber 15 year-old daughter - =

1t was the rescued hostages
who told the military that Ma-
laysian ecturer-t irped-miiitant
Dr. Mahraud Ahmad was among
those killed, but officials said

_they have {0 confirm the infor-
mation first.

«@ur operations to fush out

anddeal with terrorist straggiers
havebeen continiing relentless-
ly since yesterday (Wednesday).
Lastnight's (Wednesday) Opera-
tions have been very positive. We
wereableto neutralize 13 rebels
and we confirmed this. Tarly
this morning, we were able 10
gel seven more,” said ARO, who
added that six soldiers were
wounded.

Ranao, sald the bodies of the 13
slain terrorists have yet (o be
retrieved from the scene of the

~gunfight, reason the military

could not immediately confirm
if Mahmud is among them.

they were in the defensive posi-
tion but they were hit by snip-
ers so we cannot yet penefrate
thati defensive position,” said
Brawner. '

Mahmud. also known as
Abu Handzatah, s said to be the
suceessor of Abu Sayyaf leader
Isniton Hapiion as designated
emir of the caliphate that is he-
ing planned tobe established by
the ISIS (Islamic State of Irag
and Syria) in Southeast Asia. He
is a close associate of Hapilon
and funded ihe Marawl siege,
the military said.

Afio said that based on the
information they received, there
are still about 20 remaining hos-
tages under the elutches of the

remaining Maute fighters inside

Marawi Citw.

+

"635-13'-1{316&Ii’nciu_dé_}-m_{_}s_&g‘; o
sniper Jills: That meansthat. .

But the military could not
give exact details of the remail-
ing numbers of the Maute gun-

_nen they are battling to totaly
liberate Marawi City, though
President Duterte has already

 declared thelberationofthedity . . . 7
ith 'th'édea'th'df"Hapiibhi-aﬂd L BT RNt e
" Omar Maute, two top leaders of

the militants who occupied City.

Brawner said that although
they could not give the exact
number of remaining enemies,
he said the information given
by the freed hostages are very
valuable in their operational
planning.

Earlier, it was the rescued
hostages who reportedly pin-
pointed the exact location of
Hapilon and Maute, which
prompted the military to map

. out the successful pperation {0

kil them.

wie are still trying to deter-
mine the remaining number...
there was initial information by
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the hostages as to how many but
not all enemies can be seen,”
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., Resistance _

As of Thursday, Brawner said

_there is still resistance fromthe
Maute gunmen, an indication
that there are still remaining

-fighters puttingupafight. ...

~ 7 uThere is still resistance. In-
fact, wé cah still hear gunshots
from thie main hattle area,” said
RBrawner.

.. The official said the re-
sistance being shown by the
remaining Maute gunmen is
organized. But he said the re-
maining battle zone is less than
a hectare.

The Marawi siege, il was
‘recalled, started as an opera-
tion to capture Hapilon who
was monitored to be in the area
on May 23.

e The operation yielded nega-

tive but it triggered attacks by

local sympathizers and even
foreigners.

i Marawibonds
Meanwhile, the Philippines
will start issuing Marawi bonds

city, Malacafiang said.

Presidential spokesman
Ernesto Abella, during a Palace
press briefing, said Department
of Budgef and Management
(DBM) Secretary Benjamin
Diokno confirmed this develop-
ment.

A mWE KENN CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAR

ithe:Mauteiforces: TheMaute. .. ..
gunmen were later joined by -

<
fud
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~ ...Abella also noted that De-
partment of Finance (DOF)
Secretary Carlos Dominguez
IIT has directed the Bureau of

- Trédstiry to-study the possible

U starting January 2018, tofinance.
st e

- Emal 2ot szope.army 207 2T

issuanee of #30 billion in bonds ™

after the President originally
 committed at least 20 billionto

rehabilitate Marawi, ..
 “The President has com-
mitted ample funds to rebuild
Warawt and the January bonds
will ensure that this pledge is
fulfilled,” Abella said Thursday
morning.

According to the Palace of-
ficial, the Philippine government
is hoping to tap local and giobal
markets, as well as Islamic
investors in the Association of

--Southeast-Asian Nations (ASE-..
AN and the Middle East.. "
i Abellatalso dssured thanss

parency in the rehabilitation,
rebuilding, and reconstruction
of Marawi City. L
“In this rebuilding, all cutlay
will be tracked and be posted on-
iine and we look with anticipation
on the rising of Marawi,” he said.

the DBM hag already compaitted

#5 billion for the rehabiitation
of Marawi City. But he said the
government needs to finalize
first the rehabilitation plan.
(With a report from Argyil B.
Geducos)

N e

i piskno hadeariersaid that oo
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BY JULMUNIR §. JANNARAL

HARIFF AGUAK, Maguindanao: A relative
of slain self-proclaimed Islamic State (IS)
“emir” and Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) lead-
er Isnilon Hapilon and two followers.of bandit .

leaders Furuji Indama and Nurhasan Jamir have
surrendered to the military as combat opera-

tions intensify in Basilan.

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay. Western
Mindanao Command {WestMin-
Com) spokesman, said Ben Sa-

lina-Sapilin;a.cousin.of Hapilon, .
#md ‘Ramii Beri‘Sapilin and Muha- -

mad Endeng vielded to the troops
in Barangay Macalang, Albarka
sown on late Tuesday afternoon.

- The group of Sapilin also surren-
dered an M16 Al rifle, a caliber .30
M1 Garand rifle and an M79 rifie.

" Petinglay said Rami Ben, alias At-
tik, is listed by the Armed Forces

of the Philippines as a follower of
jammti, while Fuadeng, 2lias Abu
Rayhad, is a follower of Indama.

...Col. Juyymax Uy, commander
of the Joint Task Force Basilan, said .
the surrender was fadlitated by op-

erating troops of the 74th Infan-
try Battation {741B] led by ist Lt
Ali Kaguiunder Lt. Col JonasTemplo.
“Sapilin and his companions are
currently in the custody of the 741B
for debriefingto be facilitated by ow
intelligence units,” Uy added.

A total of 124 ASG members
surrendered to government forces
this year, of which 68 yielded in
Basilan, 33 in Suly, 21 in Tawi-
Tawi and two in Zamboanga City.

“Our Joint Task Forces wili con-
tinue 1o sustain their security op-
#rations to-bring about the eventual

defeat of the Abu Sayyaf operating

Col, Rhenante Salvador of the 45th
infantry Battalion, 5th Infantry Di-
vision, said ldam Baraham, alias
Aldam, surrendered to their bat-
talion with his Colt M16 Armalite
rifle and 2 long magazine with 20
live rounds of ammunition.

Abu Sayyaf sub-leader Amion Ab

i the ZamBaSulTd area” said 1L

Gen. Carlito Galvez, Jr, commander
of the WestMinCom, referring to
Zamboanga, Basilan Sulu: and Tawi-
Tawi provinces.

“With the neutralization of
Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapi-

10n,We Belisve more of thebandits::
will surrender and Teturti to the

fold of law in the coming days,”
Gilvez added.

Meanwhile, another ASG member
surrendered last Sunday with three
high-powered firearms recovered by
the military in Western Mindanao.

Philippire Army’s Lt

“diin’ Abtahi, a

Palo, of Sitio Maglibak, Baran-
gay Buhanginan in Patikul, Sulu.

Elsewhere in Western Mind-
anao, the composite forces of the
68th Infantry Battalion and the
64th Infantry Battation recovered

‘three-high:powered firearms =@ .
Colt M16AT Tille; dn-M1-Carand-

rifle and an improvised KG9 sub-
machine gun - from an Abu Sayy-
af cohort in Sumisip.

The firearms were recovered by
the troops while on combat strike
operations in Barangay Kaum-air
also on Tuesday mozning.
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pULLING OUT - Col

“Army's st infantry Battalio basedin Quezon proyince,.

prepates to move out of M

pher Tarn

sus, commanderof the ...

arawi City, along with adog named

Martial Law, after a five-month battie against Istamic State-
inspired terrorists, —JEOFFREY MAITEM

]t.
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Malaysian Mahmud Ahmad, the alleged financier
pf the Maute group {center and insef) poses with
pther Istamic militants in Mindanao.




SPECALREPORT
Quick Marawi-

Curbterror L
BY BERNADETTE

. Conclusion

OFFICIALS agree that the speedy reha-
‘bilitation of Marawi City is crucial 10
restoringthe commuriity of hundreds
- of thousands of residents whose lives
i -had'beém'dismpiedb}r-ﬁvemonths,_of
| fighting between government r0PS
O SR the Maute Groupr 0t .

1< Datu Abul Khayr Alonto, chair-

rman of the Mindanao Development
Authority (MinDA), said rehabilita-
| tion efforts in the city and nearby
areas would ensare that the reigh

1 of terror “will never happen again.”
s s itis aoter
| agencies set to lead the’ teconstuc
1| tion efforts ini the Istamic City. The
agency is part of the Task Force
Bangon Marawi, and is also one of
the members of the sub-committees
responsible for health and sanita-
don; business and livelihood; and

resource mobilization.

i Anagwar: 1t will spare this coun

-anag High Speed Railway System,
~ putting up of the Tawi -Tewi
" Economic Zone and Freepor,

"We intend to transform Marawi

into 2 bettes, more progressive and

modem city. Lanao del Sur in the

19505 was the most peaceful prov-
ince just before martial law was
dectared,” Alonto said.

However, he stressed that while
all eves are on Marawi, the govern-
rent should not be distracted from
its bigger and more crucial aim: to
develop the entire Mindanao.

To achieve this, Alonto believes
that a shift to a federal form of gov-
ermment will be necessary.

<wetThe.systemic.shift to_federal-

ism can put closure to the Mind-

from fragementation and a fratricidal
war of attrition,” he said.

- MinDA has listed several flag- .
ship programs that it intends -
-ta accomplish until 2022 - the .

construction of the Trans Mind-

“the. Taw awr:

Agro-Economic Cooperative Zone,
Mindanao Executive Leadership
Development Academy, Mindanao
Marine Merchant Naval Academy
and School of Oceanography,
mindanao Development Cot-
ridor Strategy which includes the
Bangsamoro Economic Corridor,

Public and Private Partnership for

Development, Renewable Energy

Development in Mindanao, Also

‘included -in-the program is the

plan io tevive the sieel indiistry in

Mindanao, and the development

of a cement industry, oil depot

and refinery, responsible mining,
halal industry and strengthening

Islamic financing.

“The Marawi City siege must not
deprive the President of the chance
to push his commitment to allevi-
ate the economic condition of the
Rangsamoro and the national cul-
tural communities and pull them
out from the quagmire of paverty
and ignorance. Mindanao is ready. ..

~today” Alontosaid. ..

"unleash” the economic potential
of Mindanao.

“Alotito said he'inténds “to op-
erationalize the policy directive of .
President {Rodrigo) Duterte through
the 'all Moro convention”

is'an'inelusive and neutral®

‘platform that will ensure the partici-

pation of the Bangsamoro and other
indigenous peoples in the greater
national discourse on federalism,”
he said.
“In order to end the conflict in
Mindanao and insttutionalize genu-
"ine aatonomy for the Bangsamoro,
the best alternative that the govern-

"He added that the shift to feder-
hsrﬂwﬁlsustamtherecosstruc— e
tion' program in Marawi City and
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ment can provide is the “systernic
shift to a federal parliamentary form
of governmers,” he said. “This will
unleash the economic potentials
of Mindanao and ensure that the
region will have an equitable share
ins the national wealth.”

Alonto said the country should
have the same federalism practiced
by progressive and successful coun-
tries like Germany, Malaysia and
Switzerland.

Fixitnow

ipeniduan Migueli:Mi gz Zubitl, .

Emair ate oacpe.army2liz

famaii.Com ~ Te! no. {02 645-9555 Locat: £985 528

owner must be gi{ren'P:S,D'O'O per

square meter. If {the house was)
totally damaged, it must be 10,000
per square meter,” Zubiri said.

#so if the totally-damaged house
or property is, for example, 100
square meters, (if you comptite)
10,000 times 100 square Meers, P1
million must be given to the family
1o rebuild the house, The govern-
rnent has to give that support.”

Zubiri agreed that the peace and
order situation in Mindanao might
affect the government’s Build, Build,

“Right now, our tournsm industry

who hails from Bukidnon'in Min-
danao, said when it comes to the
rehabilitation of Marawi, “time is
of the essence.”

“We need to fix this now. Wernust
ot wait for the (passage of the pro-

_posed P3.7 writlion) budget of 2018.

1t must be riow,” the senator said.

e eatd displaced residents

whose houses were damaged in

the months-long clashes should

be given financial assistance by the
government.

Over 140,000 residents fled the
Islarnic City on May 23 when the
1slamic State-linked Maute group
seized Marawi.

"There should be some sort of
computation per square meter of
the damage to help them repatr or
rebuild their houses, For exarnple,
for part%al]‘y»damaged house, the

i ———

~the current situation).”.

e e A BN OMORS Y s s

wanits to visit us due to martiat law,”
he said. “Right now, we don't have
foreign direct investment. Walang
bagong mga Negosyo 1d itinatayo
dahil nga natatakot sila sa sitwasyon
na nangyayari (No one wanis 1o put
up new businesses because they fear

o know, Mindanao is one of ©
the fastest growing regions of the
Phitippines. And it's the food basket
of the Philippines. If the contlict
continues, it will drag down the na-
tional economy,” Zubiri said.

The senator said the peace and
order problem in Mindanao will af-
fect the country’s growth rate.

“it will slow our tourism growth
rate. Tt will affect the reputation of
the Philippines in the international
community,” he said.
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“ down individuals who are trying to sow
terrorin the country. = - oo
-f_fi%e-w_a:crﬂﬁt,_o_ﬁ_,_K_aI_'en;_Aig}n Hami-

“don by the agents of the National
f Tnvestigation underscores

o 'Fhe-‘libération'::B:ff':i\iéi:am from:
clutches of _Is_lapﬂc_Staté_ (I8)-ingpired presidential spokesman Ernesto

terrorists does ot mean government: Abella in a press briefing said the gov- Burean o

can now relax and let its guard down as ernment is continuingits effortstohunt _fthatw@éépn_bﬁieﬁ our guard down p-§

fight in Marawi City in order to estab-

Yish an ISTS wilayah, or province.
On the day ofherarreston October il
States Embassy along Roxas Boule-  inherhouse in Taguig city by operatives
vard in December last year. of the NRI-Counter Terrorism Division

at large," Abella said. Maguid who irained under Maiay- (NBI-CTD), she made this post:

Qur efforts to hunt down extrem-  sian terrorist bomb maker Zulkifli bin “The soldiers of Taghut are des-
ist elements who want to sow fear and Hir (Marwan) was killed in Sarangani . perate to defeat the Muhajireen of

terror, and want to maintainpeace and  nine months ago. the Islamic State of Marawi City...
...order in the community, continue,” he. . . but Wallahi they won't be successful.
e . They wor't be able to defeat the force

in the fight against terrorism as some
remnants of the forces of evil are still

added : e _R;_:_d-h_anded o .

hella: y adert . Gierran said Hamidon used online™ "ofDawiah-becauseAilah:mzzaiwaQg@,l__ o

and inform 'StiSﬁiéibtiS'*5-*‘--*'m'eS’sagiﬂg~-é<app1.i,f;..a.ti_01ls_,,;to, i is on their side). . S
elements Who-maybe_pos_s_ii)_le threats eignterroﬁstS"tojointheM ( : ﬁat"%iS"‘5Why?.fthe~?»;D'awl=gh

-to public safety. R Marawi and to fight the government. ‘again inviting all our ikhwaan

.. "-He explained that it took a whiie for Fxamination on Hamidon's mobile ~ limeen in all parts of the Philippines

_ aut_h¢ﬁti_esm’arrestiianﬁdonbecause phone showed she made 286 more and around the world to support our

-._the’:_intéﬁ_igéﬁé'ef_ecmnluniWWas verify- .. posts of the same message promoting ‘Muhsgjireen of East Asia. Let us go to

‘ing information relayed by the Indian the rebellion. " e MaPawl,int Mindanao 10 join the war

_sgovernment . RS The NBi placed her ynder watch . againstthe Conguerors of the soldiers
: L f Tawagheet.”

e - 4fter sheposted statements onvarious _

S IS recruiter “public groupsn the Sat:iélfirié'dié":afpp_}i%_j' ] a}zﬁid'o'nlis.fa'c'ing;14‘_'_cg_11;1§§_._oﬁ:_1c'1‘t-._ I

" India’s National Intelligence Agen- - cation "Telegram,” calling on Muslims .~ inga Tepsllion or insurrectionbefore . e

cy tracked down Hamidon in the Phil-  tocome t0 the Philippines and jointhe the Department of & ustice.
ippines and had been in contact with
Philippine authorities since August
after obtaining information that she
was recruiting Indian nationalsto goto
Syria and join the Iclamic State.

NERI Director Dante (zierran saidihe
36-year-oid widow of slain Ansar Khalifa
Philippines (AKP) leader Mohammad
Jaafar Maguid said successiully re-

. cruited Indian nationals to come to the
Philippines and join the radical Islamic
extremist groups in Mindanao.

_ _____Ha;niqon,_according 1o Gierran, is
4180 & known associate of Musa Ceratl- "
tonin, an Australian Islamist preacher
who has inspired OBMerous foreigners
to join the ISIS. - I

Magnid is the principal suspect in

the September, 2016 Davao City night

market bombing and helieved behind : e em e T T T e T T

_ the foiled bombing near the United - ;. .00 0. 0@ et it T S IVEEE SRS SR SR Lovd

.
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 ous security probleni ix the Strait of +-

. .President Duterte b _
Asian neighbors to take “drastic ac-
tion;” including blasting terrovists and -
pirates out of the region’s shipping -+
lanes. T
 The President said the danger- "

Blast pirates, militants out of the sea - Duterte.

T e Pl il _mn FQH -7

P

has called on’-

andwe see alot of hijackings and killing )

of people, and capturing hostages for
ransom,” he said during a high level
forum of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Pasay City-

“gomehow, I would say that some-

_thing has — a drastic - & drastic action

for a'very dangerous situation. Other-
wise, that part of {he sea lane of trade

. petween Australia going up north and

Malaysia itself, Indonesia and the

- Philippines will continue to suffer the
_degradations of our trade and even the

‘Malacea must be imme'dié{ely S_oivé'&“
‘to protect the people and tradein _.the
sreglon. i : Ant A

~%The Ma]é\:c:éa'u.ééd:td be hxst@ncaﬂy

- a supply route and a shipping lang that
- “was very good for everybody. Of late,.
_terrorism hasentered the picture P8

entire Armed Forces to deal with this
probiem, once and for all. Otherwise,
we might just as well forget our sov-
ereignty and pretend to be a nation by
itself" he said.

Meantime, the President also
pushed for stronger trade cooperation
among ASEAN mermber-nations topro-
mote growth and development.

- Henoted that there was “no so much

active cooperation” amongregional neigh-
bors in terms of trade and comtnerce.
“Wa have to do more and there will

‘human being itself,” he'said, ™
Duterte 1 05 40

“cooperation to curbpxraay and terror-
s in the reglonal waters. -

... T hope to talk'with the Jeaders of
stese rountries and we're willing to put

“our tesources together with theirs to-

find 2 solution,” said Duterte, currently

..chairofthe ASEAN this year.. .

" “H1get to talk to the leader: there -

{5 one thing that T can just offer; blast

them out of the seas to keep our ship-
ping lanes open and safe,” he added.

Duterte hewailed that mifitants have
raided sea vessels, collected ransom
money, and “needlessly” executing pec-
ple. “I think that has to stop,” he said.

Dulerte said he might direct the
military to-redirect” their resources to
address the terrorism and piracy follow-
ing the liberation of Marawi City.

“] just finished the war in Malay-
sia,” he said, mistakenly referring to
Marawi City.

«and then perhaps I can refocus the

ing meeting in November,” e said.
«HEU (Buropean Union} can doit,
ihe world, why can’t we?” he added:

o Fhelp solve PH'S &ruQ,WéeS .

In another front, President Duterte vif-
ed the western countries, particularly those

Duterte issued the invitation while
asking the BU to stop interfering in the
eountry's affairs anew.

In kis speech at the High Level Fo-
rum on ASEAN@ 50 in Pasay City, Du-
terte said he would gladly aliow the EU
to lead the drug war if they think they
can solve the country's drug probiem.

“Maybe, vou can do it for us. Tam
inviting you to join the fray. 1 would
be glad to appoint you the Jead role in
{solving) the problem,” Duterte said
Thursday evening. (Genalyn D. Kabil-
ing and Argyll B. Geducos}

S e

~heglot oftalks.aboutthisinthedaysfo. ... .
come and I'will challenge the leaders of

fie the ASEANin ourmesting: i oux con

“in the Rutopean Union (BU), tohelpsolve . ...
e cotintrys probletn oniliegal drugsiass.
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By MICHAEL PUNO

President Daterte armounced

SRR

‘Tnst night that top Malaysiatl
_ fedaysion;

terrorist Mahmud bin
ig dead. .

“The President confirmied the

death of Mahmud at the 434
Philippine Business Conference
:n Manila where he was the
guest speaker.

“The other, they said Doc
_ there were three - Hapilon,
Omar, and the Doc. 1 think he's
an Arab. He was taken this
afternoon. And that completes
the story,” he said. -

Mahmud was believed to
have taken over the terrorists in

Marawi after the death of Abu.-.

. Sayyat leader Jsnilon Hapiion

with Omarkhayam Maute, key
leaders of the Maute group.

Asked for confirmation of
Mahmud's death, Armed Forces
“of the Philippines spokesman
Major Gen. Restituto Padilla
- 5ald IYeS s

killed last night,” Padilia said.

Mahmud was among the
50 Islamic State-linked Maute
 extremists Kiiled in the fighting
avernight in Marawi City.

Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) chief Gen. Fduardo
‘Afio earlier said the bodies of
the dead militants, including
shat of Mahmud, were yet 0
be retrieved from the battle site.

Government oops killed 13
militants in the fierce firefight
ate Wednesday and seven more
were killed early yesterday.

#The process to confirm this
with Anality, however is still
ongoing. Earlier information
regaxding this wese received
from the rescued hostages,”
he said.

The troops in Marawl led by
Brawner, depuly
- commander of joint Task Force
Ranao, said the ground forﬁes

g

ZBIRE.

NGBAYAN

o Moriday along

scued know:

arm 2 RE

are difficulty refrieving
the bodies of the killed militants.

He said the iroops are meet-
ing stiff resistance from the

aute terrorists.

- Miahpnud, whoused the nom

de guetré Abu Handzalah, was

- a close associate of Mauite and

Hapilon. _ S
The military said Mahmud
had brought together Hapilon
and the Maute group and bank-
rolled the siege of Marawi.
Padilia said six soldiers wete
slightly injured in the fighting.
Two civilian hostages — 2
mother and her teenage daugh-
ter - were also rescued, he said.
He said the information
about Mahmud was based on

what the rescued mother ang

:d_eiughtér==?t_o_1d;fﬂ1e_;m§1_§f@gy;_ .

Afio said the mother and
‘her daughter were rescued in e

she continuing efforts 10 clear
the main battle area and get the
Tostages out of harm’s way.
#Oyr operations to fliish out”
and deal with terrorist stragglers

’rh'avté"beexi.mj.;f-.mtm%ag--_.rele.n.t~,.. _

Jessly since:y!

Afio said around 20 hos-
tages remain in the main battle
area with soldiers doing their
best to rescue them with mo-
\ivation to firish the battle for
Marawi.

Padilla said troops discov-
ored that there may be mMore
militant fighters remaining in
a small battle area than eariier
estimated.

A security analyst said two
more Malaysian extremists in
Marawishould be accounted by
the mititary.

Rommel Banlaoi, chairman
of Philippine Institute for
Peace Violence Terrorism Re-
search, said Malaysians Amin
Bacud and Amah Durayne
<hould be located by the troops
since they aiso played vital
roles in the siege of Marawl.

_Roel Parefio, Cecille Suerte RARORSRSS SRS

Felipe, fose Rodel Clapano, AP

R hesid
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MARAWI| CITY—The $5 mil-
lion that the United States gov-
ernment has offered as bounty
for the head of Abu Sayyaf lead-
er lIsnilon Hapilen and the
separate reward of Pio million
from the Philippine govern-
ment will go to “qualified, de~
serving informants,” the Armed

“aorces chisf of staff, Gen: Bd-

. mardo Afo, said.

- HAPILON, MAUTEDEATH!

DNA confirmation.

“1t will go through a process.
We have qualified informants,
who are deserving (o receive
the reward. We will foliow the
US process,” Afto said.

Hostage’s info
He did not say whe would
get.the bounty. But Afio sald

the building, where Hapilon

R0 thld reporters on Mon

day that the reward offer by the
United States would be Ie-
leased to informants who led
the military to Hapilon after
undergoing a process, including

JandsOmar hid,.was. identified, .
with the help of information

from rescued hostages—in-
cluding & woman who was
plucked out of the battlezonea
fe . coys earlier.

«The information [from the
woman)] validated what we al-
ready have,” he said.

As for the Pio million offer
from the Philippine goverh-
ment for Hapilon’s head and the
separate P5 million offered for
Maute's arrest or death, ARO
said the process might be easier
pecause authorities had already

" confiTred “the terror leaders’,

deaths. .

SR ered be easy forugand:

they (informants} can get the re-
ward very soon,” he said, with-
out specifying any recipient,

Hapilon, the emir of "the

Dawtlah Islamiyah in the Philip-
pines, and Maute were killed in
an early morning assault by
government troops ol Oct.16as
they were trying to escape from
the main battle area in Marawl.

Accomplishiment
“This is the accomplishment
of the whole [Armed Forces of
the.Philippines}, including the

Philippine National Polce. ido ™ =
snotitake:it:as.4. .single accomt-

plishment. In fact, 1 cannot do
this without the help of our
ground commanders,” Afio said.
—JEOEFREY MAITEM INQ

—
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still in li

PRESIDENT Rodrlgﬁ Duterte’s
promise of doubling the salary
of military personnet by January
2018 still hangs, a Palace official
admitted Thursday.
Presidential spokespersen
Ernesto Abella said the gov-
ernment has yet to find the
money for the salary hike,
which will be on top of the
salary increase given to stafe
workers under the Saiary Stan-
T-dardization-taw: o

.. “First and foremost you _hawe_

administration’s proposed tax

reform bill that seeks to increase

the excise tax on petroleum
products and sugar-sweetened
beverages is passed into law.,

The House has approved the
said measure but it was stalled
in the Senate.

The Senate’s version of the
tax reform bill will only gen-
erate P60 billion based on
the estimates of the Finance

- tlepartment: The House version -

" to understand that the Presi-

dent is acting like a leader.

He’s an inspirational jeader. In
other words, he's not a man-
-ager who would say, fet's feok
where do we get this first,”
-Abeila said...

he trusts that his government
- will be able to produce. That's
exactly why the people voted
him because they see in him
hope; to be able to transform
the structure which they have
elready rejected,” he added.
Budget Secretary Benja-
min Dickne had said that the
promised doubling of salary for
military personnel by Janu-
ary 2018 wiil be fulfilled if the

" He's g person who acts and o

Diekno had said that the
wage hike for soldiers and
palicemen will be a combina-
tion of increases in their basic
salary and allowances so that

. the government will not incur..

additional-costs in paying the
pension of retired uniformed
persennel,

Asked if the President’s prem-
ise to soldiers will be fulfilled,
Abeila couid not give a categori-
cal answer,

“We have to wait until the
numbers are in. With due dili-
gence, it will be done. We just
have to trust the processes” he

toid raporters,
LLANESCAT. PANTI

__ISexpectedtaraiseaﬂeasf9133 L
“hillion in revenues, o
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MARAWI | CITY—At  first:

glance, the endtess rows of dev-
astated buildings could be the af-

_ termath of a great earthquake.
But the punctured, bitllet=riddled:-
walls tell the true story of the

Phitippines’ longest urban war.

“No one wanted this to hap-
pen,” President Duterte said on
Tuesday as he declared Marawi
City “liberated from the terror-
ists influence” after a nearly fve-
month battle with gunmen loval
+othe Islamic State (15} group-

A day earlier troops had
tracked down and killed the 1S
womir” for Southeast Asia, Is-
nilon Hapilon, cne of the lead-
ers of the Terrorists who seized
layge parts of the city on May

|
|

e e e ST

“The battle for M
lamic capital of the ' mainly
Catholic Fidlippines, iasted mnore
than four times jon@er than the
US-led campaign to liberaie M2~

~ Hila fro Japanese World Wat 1

oecupation forces in1g45.
. In.the progess, the military

intent on carving out territory
for a Southeast Asian caliphate.

Riddled with bullet holes

An Agence France-Presse
(AFP) team saw metal shutters
and walis pockinatked with bul-
ser holes, pavements piled high
with twisted metal and canni-
balized cars, and streets strewit
wiih machine-gun slags.

The scanes evoked pictures
of destructio? in war-forn
Middle Eastern ciuies like Alep-
po, Mosul and Ragaa.

Defense Secretary Delfin
1 orenzana estimates the guv-
ernment wili need %11 billion
to yebuild the city.

A. 2

LONGEST |

23 10 establisha provinceofthe:
. jihadist group in the reglon.

Jiterally. destroyed Marawt f0-
save it from gunimesn it says were'

+On the ground floor of 5.0!1’._1.8_. .
huildings, soldiers peered wari- -
ly at the street through holes:

just big enough for men to

"-_CrﬁWl:-thmﬁSh... e
~ These gaps-are evidence that. .

hé terrorists, estimated by mil-; *pollowing his - speech i

jtary officials to have numbered

1,000, brought in a new style of

arban warfare that ipitially
flummoxed government tro0ps.

Maze of improvised tunnels

The gunmen from the Maute
and Abu Sayyal terror groups
blasted ratholes through walls
to turn hundreds of densely
built buildings in the city
center into a maze of impro-
vised tunnels to evade relentless

airstrikes.as well as US and Aus-

gmail.com = Teino. (02)

shioulder-fired rockets used
against armored veticles. "
Forty-seven civilians were:

roe of national pride
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killed, while nearly 400,000
others fled thelr homes, -ac-

- goyding to official tallies. ...

Marawi, Mz, Duterte “apolo-
gized to the region’s displaced
residents. _

The authorities said they
believed the gunmen, SOMe of
them foreign fighters from
nearby Malaysia and Indonesia
or as far as Chechnya, stock-
piled weapons and food fot
weeks and possibly months be-
fore seizing Marawl.

The militants also turned
mosques, off-limits to airstrikes
and artillery, into sniper’s nests,

tralian spy planes and drones.”™

some as human shields
others as cooks, medics, Of
gravediggers for dead gunmen.

They also forced captives t©
laot houses  for cash and
weapons and evento fight along-
side thern, the military said.

o These .___t_g;;.qy_igt_s are using
combat tactics fhat we've seen -

in the Middie East,” the US Pa-
cific Command chief, Adm.
Barry Harris, told a security fo-
rurn in Singapore on Tuesday.

Foreign fighters

The battle for Marawi also
marked the first rime that 15-
inspired forces had banded to-
gether 10 fight on such a scale
in the region, he added.

Of the more than 1,000 dead,
the military and the potice lost
164 e, with wore than 2
thousand soldiers wounded in
hpuse-to-house combat.

Most were hit by impro-
viced explosive devices, sni-
pers and firebombs, as well as

syrynitons-depots. .and. hiding

places, authorities said.

prised because we were used t©
fighting in the mountains and
areas away from population cen-
ters” Gen. Eduardo Aho, chief of
staff of the Armed Forces of the
Phitippines, said in a radio infer-

view on Wednesday.

The troops gradually adapted
to the new enermy’s tactics while
acquiring bettet-suited equip-
ment, including sniper rifles and
armored vehicles, he added.

At least 882 terrorists were
killed, the military said, with
fighting continuing on Wed-
nesday at a district near the
shore of nearby Lake Lanao.

The military said the gun-
men had used the large lake as
a supply route for food, fuel,
weapons and manpower. .

It then became an €scape
route as the security noase tight~
ened on them in recent weeks.
- AFP
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* ARAWL (AFP) = At first
glance, the enidiess rows of
devastated buildings could
pe the aftermath of a great
ecarthguake. But the punctured','buﬂet-
riddled walls tell the true story of the
Phifippines' longest yrban war. -

“No one wante__d__-i_this-ta_.-happéﬁ,‘”__
President Duterte said on Tuesday a5
he declared Marawi-*‘City-?.“}ibefate'd :

from the terrorists influence” after a

. Islamic State group.
“A day Siiler troops Had tracked
Gowmn and killed the Islamic Siate "em
for Southeast Asia - 1snilon Hapilon,
lender of the militants.

The battle for the southern city, the
Télamic capital of the mainly Catholic
Philippines, iasted wors than four fimes

fonger than t Us-led CAmPaiEs W

¢ Manila fr =
War II occupation foropg T
" 1Ip the process, the military liter-
ally destroyed Marawi to save it from
gunmen it says are intent on carving
out territory for a Southeast Asian
caliphate. .

An AFP team saw metal shutiers
and walls pockmarked with pullet holes,
pavements piled high with twisted met-
ai and cannibalised cars, and streets
sirewr with machine-giil slugs.

The scenes evoked pictures of de-
struction in war-torn Widdle Eastern
cities like Aleppo and Wosul.

Wew urban warfare

Defense Secretary Delfin Lioren~

zana estimates the government will

HARILA:

B TR R s L

need $1.1 billio

R el
Pty ey RGBT
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ings, soldiers peered warily atthe street

“through hotes just big enotgh for men:.

to crawl through
These gaps are evidence that the
militants who seized the city on May 23

 — estimated by military officials to have
“ fumbered one thquSand Zhroughting L

new style of urban wark -6 that initially -
fummoxed Filipino troops. - .~
The militants blasted rat holes -

" nearly ﬁ’i?éi‘fffﬁfi‘ﬂx‘“battie=with‘lganmen'.

" hizman shieldgand others a8 cooks, med:

oo Japanese Wosld: = ~They aiso forces S0y
56 O houses for cash and weapons and 67°

buiidings ini the city cen-

ire into 4 maze of 1p

. to evade relentless air strikes as well -

as US and Australian spy planes and
drones. o
They seized hostages, fnsing some as

s, OF grave diggers for dead gurmmet.
e THEey.ais0 forced captives ta loot -

nto rébuil&ifﬁhé dty
-0 the ground fioor of some build-

to turn-hundreds-of....
i _ “eastern city of Pl
rovised tunnels. - : ities said

offlimits to airst
‘sniper's nests,

‘- Mos \#ere:hii‘by'impmviséd explo:
s’ive”&éirice"s,'-snipers and firebombs,
as well as shoulder-fired rockets used
against armored vehicles. T

Forty-seven civilians were Kilied,

* while nearly 400,000 others fled their

homes, according £ official tallies.” -

o Following his speech in Marawl;
Dutérte apologized to the Tegion's

displaced residents. "We did not wish

‘this on you... but the circumstances re;

ally compelled us to act,” he said inthe

4
from nearby Malaysia and Indonesia or
astaras Chechnya —stockpiled weapons
and food for weeks and possibly months
bejore seizing thecly. - 0 - :
Fhe militazts also turned mosgues,
rikes and artiilery, into
wpitions depofs and

to fight alongside shem, the military: "
said. : R
"Phege terrorists are uging combat
tactics that we've seent in the Middle
East," US Pacific Command chief Admi-
ral Harry Harris told a security forum
in Singapore 0N Tuesday.

1t glse marked the first time that
1S-inspired forces had banded together
to fight on such & seale in the region,
he added.

Foreign fighters -~ '
(f the more than 1,000 dead, the

.Philippine military and police lost
- 164 men, with more than

a thousand
soidiers wounded in house-to-house

hiding places, authorities sai i
“siirprised

vAt the start we were

_because we were used to fighting in

some of e foreipn fighters ey
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Malaysian terrorist believed to be among fatalities

BY VICTOR REYES
TWENTY more reranants of
the Islamic State-inspired Maute
Group in Marawi City have been
Lilted in assaults conducted by
government forces on the tetror-
ists” lairs in Marawi City.

A prominent Malaysian tELIOLst,
Malavsian Mahmud Ahmad alias
Dr. Mahmud, is believed to be
among those killed in the assaults
Wednesday night and early morn-
ing yesterday.

‘Ahmad is said to become the IS
point man-in- Southeast. Asia. He

was one of six to eight foreigners

left fighting with the Maute rem-
nants m Marawi,

Two hostages were also rescued
in the operations.

Prior to Wednesday night’s fight-
ing, military officials said about 30
Mante men were still inside the
main battle area, holding about 20
hostages.

Marawi was declared by Presi-
dent Duterte free of “terrorist
influence” last Tuesday, almost
five months since the Maute at-
tacked the city on May 23. The

. declaration came a day afier Maute

Group leader Ofar Maute” and
Isnilon Hapilon, a senior leader
of the Abu Sayyaf and supposed
anointed IS leader for Southeast
Asta, were killed.

Asrmed Forces chief Gen. Edu-
ardo Afio said 13 of the new fawli-
ties, including Ahmad, were killed
Wednesday night in the continuing
efforts to flush out the Maute
stragglers.

“Early this morning, we were
able to get seven moze and res-
cued a mother and her daughter,
She {daughter) is about 15 or

16 years oid. She has a splinter

“wound but-out-of danger,” Afo

also said.

Afio said six soldiers were
wounded in the Wednesday fight-
ing, but most of them are in safe
condition as their injuries were
supetficial,

Information on the death of
Mahmud came from one of the
rescued hostages, and the military
is “working on getting full confir-
mation,” Afto said.

Col. Romeo Brawner, deputy
commander of the military’s Joint

Sec MALAYSIAN > Page B3

MALAYSIAN

Task Force Ranao, said, “We can-
not say definitely 1 . Mahmud
was among those Lilled... There

- was a revelation (abont Mabmud’s
“death). We have to cottfirm this,] .

he said.
“Thare is a big possibility that

Dy Mahmud is among them. .. But
we will onlv be definite ance we
have a match of probably DNA
samples, mavbe of the dental re-
cords,” he also said.

if confirmed. Mahmud’s death
would be a biow to any effort by
Islamie Stan2, v indi s ou the back
foot in Svria and Iraq, 1o establish
a prasence i Mindanao.

The Marawi siege has been

crisis if vedrs, but some experts
cee it as a prelude 1o a more
ambizious bid by militants to
exploit Mindanao’s poverty and
use irs jungles and mountains
ac a base to train, recrult and
jaunch attacks in the region.

Mahmud was seen
in 2 video alongside
Hapilon and the
Maure brothers plot-

ting the Marawi siege.
Security experts say
he studied in Paki-

oostan.and Jearned o

hilipprnes Bigg ~-make -bombs-in-an -

al Gaeda camp in
Afghanistan. He left
Malavsiain 2014,

Brawner said the
Maute members con-
finue to pus up resis-
tance, He also said
the Maute members
are consiricted in
an area less than a
hectare area In size.
The main battle area
has 15 to 20 small
strucrures, — Witk
Reuters
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of long, urban war

By Cecil Morella, AFP

MARAWI--At first glance, the endless
rows of devastated buildings could be the
afiermath of a great earthquake. But the
punctured, bullet-riddled walls tell the true
story of the Philippines” longest urban war,
““No one wanted this to happen,” Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte said on Tuesday as

- he-declared -Marawi-city-liberated .from..
the terrorists’ influence™ after 2 nearly five-
ah battle withegunmen doyaltorthe Is= o

lamic State group.

A day earlier troops had tracked down
and killed the Islamic Staie “emit” for
Souiheast Asia——Isnilon Hapiion, leader of
the nilitants.

The battle for the scuthem city, the Islam-

..I¢ capital of the mainly Catholic Philippines,
“lasted miore than four times lorger thanthe . e
- These -gaps -are -evidence that

US-led campaign to liberate Manila from

Japanese World War 11 occupation forces.
In the process the military literally de-
stroyed Marawi 1o save it from gunimen it
Nexf page

LIRS - Emal 06, Lasheanmy 1L

o Marawihe. o

‘Marawi walls tell

FromAl

says are intent om Carving out
territory for a Southeast Asian
caliphate.

An Agence France-Presse
team saw metal shutters and
walls pockmarked with bul-
let hotes, pavements piled high
with twisted metal and canni-
balized cars, and streets Sirewn
with machine-gun slugs.

The scenes evoked pictures of
destruction in war-torn Middie

 Fastern cities like Aleppo and

Mosul.

style of urban warfare that ini-

" “tially flismmoxed Filipino troops.

The militants blasted rat holes
through walls to turn hundreds of
densely built buildings in the city
center into a maze of improvised
tunnels to evade telentless air
strikes as well as US and Austral-
jan spy planes and drones.

They seized hostages, using
some as human shields and oth-
ers as cooks, medics, or grave
diggers for dead gunmen.

They also forced captives to
inot houses for cash and weap-
ons and even to fight alongside
them, the military said.

T hage - terrorists are - using-

combat tactics that we’ve seen

- Defense. . Secretary . Delfin..

Lorenzana estimates the gov-
ernment will need $1.1 billion to
rebuild the city.

On the ground floor of some
buildings, soldiers peered war-
ily at the street through holes
just big enough for men to crawl
through. .
the militants who seized the city
on May 23—estimated by mili-
tary officials to have numbered
one thousand—brought in a new

mial o - TE N0 (U

1o the Middie’Bast,” US Pacific

Command chief Admiral Harry
Harris told a security forum in
Singapore on Tuesday.

1t also marked the first time
that IS-inspired - forces- had
banded together to fight on such

_ascale in the region, he added. _
" "Of the more than"1,000 dead,” -
the military and police Jost 164 -

men, with more than & thousand
soldiers were wounded in house-
to-house combat, With AFP
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“ MARAWT CITY. = War might still -

be raging in the ruins of this city,
but the cleamup has already begun.
Under the guard of dozens of
police and soldiers, about 100 of
the 200,000 residents didven from
their homes during 150 days of
fighting have rerurned to start what
will be 2 massive operation to clear
the city of the debris of war.
Army trucks crawled through
the deserted streets to take dis-
placed people to safe arcas of
Marawi, where echoes of gunfire
and explosions could stll be heard
as troops sought t0 finish off the
“remaining Maute group mittants
hemmed into a shrinking battle

tarts its

of one abandoned building reads

colons NOWSDBQE!

«Maute ISIS,” a term used for the
muilitant afliance.

“This is very important for the
aormalization of Marawi because
we are responding to the call for
them to remen back, so we need
to prepare,” said Lt. Cot. Rosendo
Abad of a joint task force.

Defense officials say it could
rake untit january before rebuilding
can stact, with the heazt of the city
littered with unexploded bombs
and boobs taps and buildings on
the brink of collapse after months
of government aif strikes.

Military operagons have cost P5
billion (897 million) and the gov-

They swept away trash, rocks

and belongings scattered on streets,
among them roys of childrens who
fied when the pro-Tslamic State
rehele ran amek on May 23, setting
buildings ablaze and ransacking
churches and schools.

LI Spray painted on:the shutter

,ernment, estimates it could be 10

fimes that much to rebuild Marawi.

The government o Tuesday said
20-yeas “patriodc honds” would be
sold 1o generate P30 billion.

Australia, the United States,
Singapore, Russia, the World Bank
and the Asian Development Bank

are among the countries and orga-

Y

st

B

Page:

nizations that have offered to help.
Byt already close to the front
lines of the effort is China, which
has donated 47 heavy-duty indus-
srial vehicles, among them excava-
tors, bulldozers, tractors, cement
mixers and dump trucks.

Those vehicles are on standby at
the port in nearby Tligan Ciry, wait-
ing for the guns to finally go silent
before starting the task of restor-
ing the countsy’s only designated
Istamic City.

Omarshartff Yassin, an engineer
in charge of equipment at the
Department of Public Works and
Highways, said thete was enough
skilled manpower, but'a fack-of -
machinery.

R Tore thE ChifiEse Squiptent s

areived, we have 15 equipment in
use, We have 17 units on standby,”’
he said.

“The more, the better. What's
happening is we lack equipment sO
we borrow from othet regions. But
we really need more.” - Reutetrs

-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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Abu Sayyaf in 2000
- kidnapping arrested

BY VICTOR REYES

A MEMBER of the Abu Sayyaf
group linked to the kidnapping of
21 hosiages, mostly Europeans,
in Malaysia in 17 vears ago was
arrested by government forces in
Zamboanga Ciry last Monday. the
military reported yesterday.

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, spokes-
woman of the military’s West-
ern Mindanac Command. said
Mansur Radallan, 37, vielded

~riflerand-bomb-compenents

when arresred by members of

Zamboanga and the Zamboanga
Ciry police ar around 4:25 a.m.
Monday along Manggal Drive in
Barangay Baliwasan.

Petinglay said Radellan had
arrest wartants in connection
with the April 2000 kidnapping
‘in-Sipadan, Malaysia, where the

" Abu Sayvaf seized 20 hostages,

mostly Europeans.

A%

The victims were later brought
by their captors 1o Sula - 2 known
bailiwick province of the Abu
Sayyaf - where they were all sub-
sequently released after payment
of hefty amount of ransom.

Petinglay said Radallan was
also involved in the failed abduc-
ton of Armando Iturralde, a
brother of Zamboanga City Vice
Mayor Cesar Iturralde, in Baran-
gay Telop-Talon in Zamboanga
City in 2015,

Petinglay alsq said 82 Abu
Sayyaf members have been ar-

-rested in Sulu, Basilan, Tawi-Tawl
and Zamboanga City since last

January.

Wesmincom commander Lt
Gen. Carlito Galvez said the
military is exerting its best efforts
to rid the entre Zamboanga Pen-
insula of the Abu Sayyaf which
is notorious for kidnapping for

Cranson activites and beheading RIS
of its hostares.
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President Rodrigo Duterte does
not have enough support in the
military to establish a revoiy-
tionary government, Sen. Fran-
cis Escudero satd on Thursday.
Escuderoc said talks about
establishing a revolutionary
government have “no censtitu-
tional basis.” If at all, he added,
this would be “extra-constitu-
tional” since this is not aliowed
under the 1987 Constitution.

“That can only be done if

‘he has the total support of the

- Armed Forces which Ithink...

*he does not have” he told re-

porters at the press forum,
Kapihan sa Senado..

called” that then President

Corazon C. Aquino established
a revolutionary government
thatlasted for a year and a half
after the February 1986 Pecple
Power Revolution that toppled
strongman Ferdinand Marcos.
He noted that Ms. Aguino
also abrogated the 1973 Consti-
tution and appointed a Consti-
tutional Commission to crafta
new Charter, which was rati-

fied in Febrnary 1987, ..o

President Duterte wéfned

* ticpary government if his critics’

attempt to destabilize the gov-
ernment escalated and caused

Bscudero, however, re- trouble. —eHILIP ¢ TUBEZA NG

At
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et deelaredwhile visiting the ciiy.

RESIDENT Duterte has
declared Marawi City as “
liherated ¢ from 1SiS-affil-
i,  iated militants and Maute
rebels afier a five-month siege and
standoff,

“T hereby declare Marawi City lib-
erated from terrorist influence,” The
Punisher triumphantly said.

k¥

s ig marks. the beginning of s '
. Thevmlei’lceforced more.fhan.. ..

rehabilitation of Marawi,” the Presi-

“ .3
3
mrp b THERCR L ATNL WTRER AR

mgSGK

o military commander said. -

the Maute-ISIS problem is over.
They cannot be victorieus anymore.
i¥’s about to be over,” gaid Col. Ro-
meo Brawner, deptty commander of
the Joint Task Group Ranao

HEE
General Ano noted that 150 days
since the Philippines army launched
an operation to flush them ouf, more
than 800 militants and 162 government
security forces had been killed.

550,000, residents to fiee the city as

“their homes

- wye want to tell the wnrld"t'h'ai;:

in southern Philippines,

Good news and & challenge 10 2
pation that has apparently grown
tived of the siege and provecatioh.

¥

Geyn. Eduardo ADo, chief of staff of

ek PE
The World Bank has confirmed
—tfg-pommitment t0 work with the
Philippine government in helping

ife AFP told:reporters that a small ., war-torn Marawi City.

“araber of 20 to 80 militants -remain. .
in a smali area of the city.
Just a law enforce
mopping-up operatio
militants should cont:

B2

'Phe declaration ¢f “Marawi liber-
ation” was 8 “gtrategic statement,”

Marawi City.
Yes to help from our friends.

BT

Meanwhile, Filipinos said they are
gatisfied with Duterie’s war on drugs
put dislike unnecessary killings and
remain fearful in their communities,
according to the Social Weather Sta-
tions (8WS

Translation: Sustain war on drugs
but check lapses, other woes.

EE

ement matter and
ns against those
inue, he said.

g

Finance Secrelary Carlos G.
Dominguez 11 said that World Bank

:-'::'.'-Ti':r.ﬁé-__f‘.’f:l'.is'?_"ffﬂmfdevastatiﬂﬁ-‘* LIRS

Chiel Executive Officer Kristalina

SWS said that Duterte’s figures
has remained high at 77 percent, ,
with public satistaction showing enly
a 7 percent drop from 84 percent in
September 2018.

Pinoys still like DU30 but hate
“ghabu,” “tulak,” and #adik-adik.”

Hogrh
SWS Deputy Director Vladymir
Joseph Licudine said that the war
on drugs was the primary reason
given by respondents why they
were satisfied with Mr. Buterte.

A5

Georgieva has committed to provide
technical aid and other forms of assis-

tance to the Philippines to help rebuild

“The drug war was their num-
ber one reason for their satisfae-
tion with PRRD,” he confirmed.

EE X

However, Licudine said the drug
war was also the No, 1 reason the
respondents were “dissatisfied with
PRED because there are 80 many
deaths.” )

Compromise solution: Continue
checking drug preblem but also
check unnecessary viclence and
kitlings.

e eI IbbIe s e s
by militant fire and air strike: = - PR




IT TOOK the latest in war
technology, more than P50
billion in cost, and a longer
time frame—four months
and three weeks—to score
victory in Marawi against
insurgents wanting to es-
tablish a caliphate and &
hub for the Islamic State of
Irag and Syria in Scutheast
Asia, but the victory was
sweet and decisive just the
same. And Southeast Asia
could heave a sigh of relief

general,

“withthe “appareht “mottal
i __cate Maute group.

“Wearing gear ready for’ Martit

Cary ambitions in t
home to some 240—m11110n
Muslims.

When the insurrection
erupted on May 23, 2017,
President Rodrigo Daterte
was making a state visit in

. Moscow.. He promptly de-
“glared marnal Taw and cut

" short his visit to two days
and the same night flew to

Mindanao to oversee the
counter terrorism opera-
tion.

Defense Secretary Delf-

in- Liorenzana, -a--retired -
_initially placed

the number of terrorists at
no more than 50 and indi-
cated the counter-terrorism
would be finished in a mat-
ter of days. The military
failed to reckon with the
support of local officials
in Marawi and nearby
provinces and the seem-
ing sympathy of residents.
Duterte himself declared
later the siege of Marawi
was funded by illegal
drugs money, principally

the heels of the death of ter- -

rorist leaders, Isnilon Hapi-
lon and Omar Maute. The
President ‘also announced
that- tbe liberation=

“the rehabilitation process ‘of
the war-torn city, - :
The President .. com-
mended the military and
the police for risking their
lives fighting terrorists. He
led the distribution of gro-
ceries, wrist watches, and
sunglasses. to government
troops. He also gave them
new pistols.
Joining the presiden-
tial victory sojourn were
Defense Secretary Loren--

“gana; - Presidential Comme

_munications Secretary_

combat and an aviator’s
dark glasses, President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte made
his seventh visit to -balmy
Marawi on Gt 17,-2017,
Amid cheers and tears, the

commander-in-chief = de-
“clared” the War—torn clty s

[iberation from terrorists.
His declaration came on

The  President  was
also concerned about the
government’s - wounded
security personnel.

“Mga minahal  kong
sundalo, pulis, ang

problema ko ang nasugatan
ngayon. Marami yan. ‘Yung
iba nabaldado,” he said.

“] can guoaraniee you.
Sinasabi ko na sa inyo
ngayon, walang wanan.
Ipupwesto ko silang lahat,”
the President said.

Forées of the Phﬂzppmes
Chief of Staff - General
Eduardo Afio, Philippine
Army Commander Major
(Geperai Rolando Bautista,
Philippine National Police
Director-General |
“dela “Rosa, “and Special
" Assistant to the President
Christopher Lawrence Go.

According to govern-
ment data, nearly 1,000
people have been killed
in the conflict, including
more than 800 enemies, 47
civilians and 163 govern-
ment troops since the re-
bellion started in May.

Immeasvrable is the
long-term damage done to
Marawi and nearby prov-
imces.  And has the ISIS
been really stopped in its
track as it marches and ma-
rands through Southeast
Asia and the rest of Asia?

biznewsasia@gmail.
com I
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“tation for ‘the peop}e * the
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mew in Marawi

“Yadies and gentiemen
1 hereby declare Marawi
City liberated from the ter-
rarist influence that marks
the-beginning of rehabili-

Duiterte “said “in “Marawi,
a day after Maute terror-
ist leaders Isnilon Hapi-
ion and Omar Maute were
killed by sniper fire using
thermal technology by
government troops.

‘Wag na natin itong uli-
tin kailanman. Sa panahon
ko, hindi ako papayag.
Government must have ac-~
cess dito sa loob, "an exult-
ant commander-in-chief
declared

= PDuterte: EXPI'ESSECE grat1-'~'--"-" S

tude to the government

He also lauded the mili-
tary and the police for their
bravery.

“Maraming safamaf at
maligaya kaming mga Pili-
pino sa inyo. Mabubay!
Mabuhay! Mabuhay ang

‘Armed Forces pari policel e
'Mazatapang, lalo nasaba-

bae,” Duterte said.




 structures in the area.

. large-scale rebuilding effort on the
~part-of the government;. - - e
The rebuilding may call for a Mar-

liseration of Marawi
‘City, the Philippines:

must now initiate a quick massive
" Dominguez ITT has-conceded that the

rehabilitation plan involving

the reconstruction of the entire
Muslim capital in the scuth.

The reconstruction will require
billions of pesos as fighting in the
city practically razed all building

.- The: government this. early Plaﬂs ULy , 1be extent ¢

to float so-called patriotic bonds
in January next year to raise funds
for the rehabilitation of the war-torn
city. It-also sought assistance from

the World Bank, which has the expe-
rience and expertise in reconstruct-

‘ing similar areas that suffered heavy

damage from war and conflicts. *
Finance = ‘Secretary -~ Carlos

Philippines alone may not get the job
dope. The city’s reconstruction, for
one, is complicated. Many returning
residents are informal settlers living
in multi-story structures and have no
ownership title to show.

Senate President Senate -'_:Aqﬁi-'

daunting task ahead. The extent of

and the large number of displaced
citizens because of the rebellion, he
says, required. a __W'é_i_l-COOrgiinateé,

.Mindanao. The job at the same time

shall Plan type of program in which
the US government gave over §13
billion in econorhic support to help
rebuild Western European econo-
mies after the end of World War IL
The 1nitiative, named after US Sec-
retary of State George Marshall,
who served as the US Army Chief
of Staff during WW 11, rebuilt war-
‘devastated regions in Europe, mod-
ernized industry and contained the
spread of communism.

Rebuilding Marawi City may have
a similar tone in the sense that its

'recogstruction will not be exclusive
.. and inevitably include the whole of

in Mindanao and eliminate the root
of rebellion in the south. -

The World Bank noted that the
“scaled-up program for the entire
Mindanao will focus on support-
ing the government’s program to
raise agricultural productivity and
improve connectivity from farm to
market; boost education, skills, and
employability of the youth; and help
build resilient communities.”- -

Mindanao’s economy, including
that of Marawi City, should be the
focus of the rehabilitation. Providing
jobs and raising the income of the

~.Jino-Pimentel 111 acknowledgeathe e

population will quiet the discontent

in the region.
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Leyte Gulf Landings commemoration to highlight bravery of veterans
From the Philippine News Agency (Oct 18} Leyte Guif Landings commemoration o highiight
bravery of veterans

Leyte province will hold a simple celebration of the 73rd anniversary of the Levite Gulf Landings
on Friday with several foreign dignitaries coming to remember the historic eveni-which ended

the Japanese occupation in the country.

Department of National Defense Secretary Delfin Lorezana will not make it fo the celebration but
he will be represented by Lt. Gen Oscar Lactao, commander of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines Central Command. according to the provincial government.

To deliver solidarity messages are Canadian Ambassador fo the Philibpines John Holmes,
Australian Embassy to the Philippines Deputy Chief of Mission Mathieson Kimberley, and US
Embassy in Manila Deputy Chief of Missjon Michael Kiecheski,

From the Japanese Embassy, joining the commemorative program are Deputy Chief of Mission

[ evte Governor Lecpoldo Dominico Petilla said several activities had been lined up to celebrate the
country’s liberation from Japanese occupation during the World War |l and recognize the heroism of war

veterans.

“We have to remember the veterans' bravery, their galiantry, and their love for the nation. We should .. ... oo

“learn from them"After these years, we still have many battles to win such as poverty, criminality and
drugs. diseases, teenage pregnancy and human trafficking.” Petilla said on Thursday.

The Battle of Leyte Gulf is remembered as the fargest naval battle ever fought in modemn history, It was
fought in four separate engagements near the islands of Leyte, Samar and Luzon from October 23 to 26

i 1944,

“This is one of the biggest events in Leyte province. In our tourism and cur trade, we mainly promote
Leyte with the theme of Leyte Gulif Landings, but beyond tourism what is more important is the
message, of what had happened 73 years ago.” Petilla said.

On Oct. 20, 1944, Gen. Douglas MacArthur, as the head of the largest US fleet of transport and
warships, and accompanied by Commonwealth President Sergio Osmefia and Gen Carles P. Romulo,

landed at Red Beach of this town to reclaim the Philippines from the Japanese.
28

Army Core Purpose. Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2628, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.pna.gov.gh

Army holds more peace fora in south Palawan towns

From the Philippine News Agency (Oct 19): Army holds more peace fora in south Palawan towns

THe 8t Special Forces Company (SFC) of the Philippine Army {PA} onWednesday
aqgain led a security forum in southern Palawan to further strengthen the military’s ties
with the locals and to maintain momentum in the fight against insurgency.

The forum for security. which was held in the far-flung municipality of Rizal, was an
offshoot of two similar activities organized by the Joint Task Group South (JTGS) on
May 16 and on October 3 this vear, said Captain Wanel Ansa, environment unit and civil
military officer of the Marine Batialion Landing Team-4 (MBLT-4} on Thursday.

Captain Anthonv Macatual, commander of 18th SFC, headed the first-ever security forum

in Barangay Punta Baja, Rizal in partnership with the municipal government and other
local stakeholders.

Ansa said the forum engaged the said town’s business sector, discussing with them
updates on the Communist Party of the Philippines-New People's Army-National
Democratic Front (CNNY, Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), the Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG), erime.index, and. other actionplans. ... .

e KA G 5166 deliverad his assaga and Srswersd suestions g the e

forum. He gave emphasis on the LGUs projects and programs o address the current security
threats,” said Ansa.

Lt, Col. Danile Facundo, commanding officer of MBL-4 and head of the JTGS, was at the

~event and expressed his appreciation to the organizers, partners, and participants.... ... 0w

He appealed to the audience “to strengthen relationships and cooperation through information
sharing.” emphasizing that “security is a shared responsibility and that everybody must do their
part to support the economic development of Rizal.”

Jose P. Rizal, a first class town in the southern part of Palawan, has a population of 50,096
people, based on a 2010 census.

Prior to its creation as a separate municipality, the place was known as Tarumpitac Point and
was part of the town of Quezon.
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BIFF harassment foiled in Maguindanao

From the Phitippine News Agency {Oct 19): BIFF harassment foiled in Maguindanao

" Government troops foiled an attempt by an outlawed armed group to overrun an Army detachment in Datu
Unsay, Maguindanao past midnight Thursday,

Capt. John Arvin Encinas, Army’s 6th Infantry Division spokesperson, said an undetermined number of
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) attempted to attack the Alpha Company Detachment of the

Army's 57th Infantry Battalion in Barangay Meta at around 1 am.

“rhay iustwanted to show they are still a force to réckon with.” said Encinas.

At present, soldiers manning detachments along the Cotabato-Maguindanao-isuian. Sultan Kudarat highway have
been placed on heighlened alert following the death of Abu Sayyaf leader lsniion Hapilort and Omar Maute in

Marawi City.

Encinas said prior to the attack. soldiers using night vision devices noticed movement of people in the dark and
moving toward the Army base,

This prompted the government forces to open fire and a brief encounter ensued. Nobody was hurt on the
government side but Encinas could not say if the attackers suffered casualiies.

The foiled-attack came after joint Army and Moro Islamic b iberation Front (MILF) arrested Tuesday.a BIFF
 bomb expert and seized from him bomb-making materials,

On Wednesday, soldiers belonging fo the 22nd NMechanized Company of 2nd Mechanized Battalion also
recovered high-powered guns and ammunition from a certain BIFF Commander Abunawas Bavawak,

On the same day, joint police and military operatives raided the house of a Maguindanao town councilor but
missed him.

SrSuptAgustmTeiio,Magumdanaopoiice director, said elements of the Criminal Investigation and Detection”

Group {CIDG), backed by the Provincial Public Safety Battalion, had raided the house of Councitor Jayton
Dimaukom of Datu Saudi Ampatuan. Maguindanao, but was not in his home during the operation.

The councilor is & brother of Datu Saudi Ampatuan Mayor Samsudin Dimaukom who was killed in an anti-drug
police operation in Makilala, North Cotabato, last year.

Armed with the search warrant issued by Regional Trial Court Branch 13, Telio said the raiding units search
Dimaukom's house and found an unlicensed cal, 45 pistol and ammunition.

Police and CIDG operatives said the raid was conducted after intelligence reports confirmed he was keeping
unlicensed guns,

Dimaukom is the chair of Barangay Salbo. Datu Saudi Ampatuan. Maguindanao and president of the ltocal
Association of Barangay Captains. He sits in the town council as ex-officio member.
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