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CLARK: FREEPORTMThe threa
from North, Korea fias growito:

4 “critical and imminent level”.'__":.' -
"[The] threat posed by North

and the Uriited States, Japan and
South Korea must deal with the
'matter, Japanese Defense Min-

jster Itsunori-Onodera told his

S and South Korean counter-

parts in talks on Monday.

! Onodera’s remarks undet-
scored the deep concern in
Tokyo after North Korean

weapons ‘tests, ‘including test< -
Firing missiles over Japan;asPy---

__;Dngyang seeks to develop a nu-
ilear<tipp _mlssﬂ.e.c'apab ot
.éceaching.the United States.

i His comments broke from
gore measured language on

Konday by US Defense Secre-

ﬁa‘ry Jim Mattis and South Kore-..

Defense Minister Song

o ¥oung-moo, as the three men

“met.on he: sxdehnes of the 111:h

"_"’“’““‘}F SES
o “'L:hw

Nations'(Asean): Defense Mxms '
ters’ Meetmg here

allbrated response

Korea has grown to the unprece-

dented, critical and imminent’

level, Therefore, we have to take
calibrated and different re-
sponses to meet with that level
of threat,” Onodera said, speak-
ing through an interpreter, at the
start of security talks.

= South Xorea's :Song.-also ac-

Jknowledged.that-“North-Korea's....
_ provocatwe behavzor jsbecoming

: iinipublicires:
marks before TepOrters were es-
corted out of the meeting rocm.

Mattis renewed sharp criti-
cism of North Korea's tests, say-

ing they “threaten regional and

global security.”

Matt;s who kicked off a

(02; B45-8558 Local, 5285 528

A

Page:

[tsuniofi Onodera—ar

weeklong trip-to the region-on

Monday, has been eager toem-
phasize diplomatic effortstore-

calating tension between Wash-
ington and Pyongyang stoked
fears of “armed confrontation.”
Asked about his conversa-
tion with Onodera after the two
met earlier in the day before
joining Sonth Korea's Song,

© fis said they dlscussed "_'main—
faining stability and peace in
support of the diplomats.”

Carter initiative
Former U$ President Ixmmy
Carter said he was willing to
travel to North Korea on behalf
of the Trump administration to
help defuse the sifuation, ac-
cording to The New York Times.
Mattis has been more cautious
in his public remarks than US
President Donald Trump, who has
been locked in a war of words with
North Korean leader Kim Jorg-un,
threatering to destroy North Ko-
rea if necessary to defend the
United States and its allies.
Kimn has blasted Trump as
“mentaﬂy deranged.”
; Trump'’s recent remark that
v OF FECF O “oniy one thing will work” with
== Nerth Korea fueled concerns of
apotential conflict.
But even some White House

“advisers say {Fary options
are Iimited when Pyongyang
could iaunch an artillery barrage
on the South Korean capital,
Seoul, only around 50 kilometers
from the heavily fortified border
and home to 10 million people.

Mattis’ trip, which will in-
clude a stop in Thailand, comes
before Trump's first visit to Asta
next month, including a stop in
China.

" Grave concern’

Mattis and his Asian coun- -

terparts vowed to step up diplo-
matic pressure on Pyongyang
while enhancing military coop-
eration.

In a joint statement, Asean
defense ministers expressed
“grave concern” over North Ko-
rea’s nuciear and missile pro-
grams and urged the reclusive
country to meet its internation-
al obligations a;}d Tesume com-

 mitnications::
. They underscored the *
to maintain peace and stability
in the region” and called “for
the exercise of self-restraint
and the resumption of dialogue
to deescalate tensions [on] the
Korean Peninsuta.”
_ The Pentagon- said Matns
and his Asean counterparts alsa
discussed “the need to increase
coaperation on countering vio-
lent extremism to stem the
threat posed from groups” such
as the Islamic State (IS) group
and “the threat posed by retura-
ing foreign fighters.”
A five-month battle against

IS supporters in Marawi City
that claimed more than 000
lives ended following a final
confrontation between govern- - £3g5,
ment troops and the terrorises-—————--
inside a two-story building on
Monday. —REPORTS FROM REUTERS
AND AFP

solve theicrisis peacefully asies= i v
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Gov'’t monitoring IS activities

By ALEXIS ROMERO

_ Despite the end of the Marawi siege, threats of terror-
ism in the Philippines remain, according to President
Diterte, as he called on security forces yesterday to
remain Joyal to the Constitution while enforcing mars
tial law in Mindanao and te foster global cooperation

against extremism. :

“For Duterte, the soldiers"

swho fought.the jihadi

the southern Islamic City have
made the country safer, but
he warned that terrorism and
insurgency continue fo pose
threats to public safety.
“We have made significant
headway in ridding the coun-

“he said.

and there are persisting thredts’
s : it

“While we have defeated
the Maute group here, it can-
not be denied that the (Islamic
State) remains a global threat,”
presidential spokesman Er-
nesto Abella said, agreeing

_tryofthe scourges of criminal- -
ity insurgency, -terrorismand -

corruption because of your
invaluable contributions and
there could never be a task
more ennobling than that,”
Duterte said during the Air
Force change of command
ceremony in Clark, Pampanga.

“I enjoin our troops to con-
tinue performing their duties
well, especially as martial law
remains in effect in Mindanao,

withDutertess.

1 to continue our cooperation

and alliance with our friends in
the international community to
halt the spread of the IS men-
ace,” Abella added.

Islamic State (IS)-linked ter-
rorists from the Maute group
occupied Marawi last May 25,
prompting Duterte to impose
martial law in Mindanao.

Turn o Page 10

.. “Ttis therefore necessaryfor... . .
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-pines:since World War 1L
The crisis also displaced:
about 360,000 individuals or - ..

More than 8l
160 governinent troopers

; To0 21
10 civitians died during th

armed conflict in'the Thilip-

ippines technical expertise
“and ‘equipment to strength-
g the ernms
fivesmonth siege— thelongest -
CETOuUPST e e
. Retired PAF .

en the government forces’
cax_'npaign.'qga_inst_'_the Maute

72,000 families. . -~

liberated from terrorist influ-
BTICE. . o

Security forces ended their
offensives this week and
started pulling out troops
from the main battle area.

Duterte heaped praises
on the soldiers who died in
Marawi and vowed to take
care of their families.

“We recognize the valor
and the sacrifices of the
(Philippine Air Force} per-

sonnel who were killed and -
—wounded.in.action, partics

larly the casualties caused

Maraw
City. Rest assured that the
Philippines is committed
to promote the welfare of
all PAF personnel and their

loved ones,” the Chief Ex-

ecutive said. _

“That you have left your

" chief lauded

Duterte also commended

. S former PAF chief Lt Gen.
Last week, terrorist leaders
Isnilon Hapilon and Omar
Maute were Killed in an early”
_morning clash, prompting .
- Duterte-to declare Marawi:.

Bdgar Faliorina, who bowed

~out of the service yester-

day. Fallorina was replaced

by.Lt. Gen. Galileo Gerard

Kintanar J., former chief of

~ the Palawan-based Western
-~ Command and a graduate of

the Philippine Military Acad-
emy Class of 1985. _
© #1 am confident that the
PAF is in good order, with
the several improvements
initiated by Lt. Gen. Fallorina
and the upgrades made un-
der his administration,” the
President said.

Duterte said Fallorina sup-

ported internal security op-
‘erations-and provided air as-
sets during offensives-agalnst -
terrorists.

Fallorina’s watch, however,

‘were successful. A total of

12 soldiers were killed and
18 others were injured in

“twa bungled air strikes in
- Marawi.

comiert The .--PA;E:-.-=depioy-eé:.moiﬁ?..

country is truly praiseworthy.
Indeed, the Philippines and
our people are indebted to
you because of the sacrifices
you have made every single
day. Truly, you have made
our country safer and more
secure,” he added.

Malacafiang also thanked
United States Defense Secre-
tary Jim Mattis for recogniz-
ing the efforts of Philippine
troops to end the Marawi
siege,

“The government is grate-
ful to the US government for
helping us defeat the ambi-
tion of the S-affiliated group
to establish a caliphate in our
country,” Abella said.

The US provided the Phil-

the ground troops during the

siege.

“1 assure you that the PAF
has the government’s full
support as you perform your
mandate as an organization.
In fact, two C130s and 12 FA-
50 aircrafts have been added
to the PAF since July of last
year,” Duferte said.

Highest alert

The military and the police
would be placed on highest
alert to ensure the safety of
participants of the upcom-
ing Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) suxri-
mit, wil s

“Tt will be highest alert.
Red alert, as far as I know,

" §45.0555 Local: 5285, 5285
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is the highest. But even with

just red alert, it will be even
higher than that,” ASEAN
2017 National Organizing
Committee director-general
for -operations Ambassador
Marciano Paynor Jr. said. .

ments within the areas of something really:
where the leaders are will be -
on fullsecurity alert. How="

ever, the whole country will .

also be on alert because we
would not want anything
happening anywhere in the
Philippines during those
days,” he added.

Paynor said Southeast
Asian countries are working
together to counter the threat
posed by terrorism.

He noted that foreign min-

‘isters of the Philippines, Ma:
laysia and Indonesia met

after the Marawi crisis broke

gles. . - RN
... “They expressed their own
concerns about some of these
jihadists being nationals of
their own respective coun-

tries; both from Malaysia =
the Navy Seals, Marines and
ailors from’ Higan City back:

and Indonesia... But that’s

their-control,” __l?aypo::__s_al_d" _
- “Sp, the three countries are
together sharing information

‘so that movements ¢f these

people can be known to all
the othets (and) we can be
proactive in terms of prevent-
ing a similar occurrence,” he
added. .
Navy pullis out
elite forces

The Philippine Navy elite

Seals and Marine reconnais-

.discuss anti-terror

sance force and other com=
ponent units that saw action.:
in defeating the IS-affiliated

Maute group have pulled out

*‘terrorists from f-é:'{itl_"ier’éxsbéﬁ—
“ing or reinforcing -the main

battle aréa through Lake
Lanao. .o e

of Marawi City, accordixig o™
Naval Forces Western Min-
danao Comrmand {NFWM)

‘commander Rear Admiral

Rene Medina.-

““Medina will send off today

to Manila..;..

 He said the BRP Tarlat,
‘6ne-of the newest navy land-

ing dock and multi-purpose
operational ships, will ferry
back the navy’s fighting elite
and sailors today following
an honor and sendoff cer-
emony.

The Seals, Marines and
sailors at the height of the
five-month hostility in
Marawi prevented the pro-I5

and Marines have shown
selflessacts and patri otismin
liberating Marawi City from

1§ terrorists being--

menitored
Meanwhile,
tary Delfin Lorenzana yester-
day bared that the Philippine
embassy in Baghdad has
furnished the defense and
military establishments with
names of Islamic militants

from:Malaysia;Indonesia . B
-andthe Philippines-who T,

fought alongside the IS ter-
rorists for close monitoring.

Lorenzana said these in-
formation, along with that
provided by the US and
Australian governments,
are valuable to the ongoing
anti-terrorism operations of
the country’s government
security forces.

“Even before the Marawi
siege, we have been trying
to coordinate with neigh-
boring countries because
early on, we know there
were (Asian) fighters fight-
ing in the Middle East,”

———— """ grenzana said.

sl Marines alsosseized- o
- from the Maute’s control
“several bridgesTeading tothe
smain battle arear e

The naval unit rescued
several of the hostages who
escaped through thelake.
These-dedicated.sailors
“shown

the térrorists’ occupation,”
Medina said.

A mass was offered for
troopers of the 55th Spe-
cial Action Company of the
5th Special Action Force Bat-
talion as they arrived yes-
terday at their base here
following the joint mission
with the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) in Marawi.

e ————— T

e

g Eamai.oom - e o (X Lad.LERD y orat SJEC

AEFICE OF TAE ARIY CrlEF PUBLIT, With the defeat of the 1§~y ~
e T T T in the Middle East, monitor-
Ly ing has been heightened for gz Seouring g ignl

the possibie return of these
fighters to their respective
countries, including the Phil-
ippines.

- With Roel Parefig, Jalme
Yande

]
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MARAWTI - Residents of
slamic State (I5)
yrutal five-month

rome yesterday,

oods for remaining militants.

‘or 15

The campaign to oust them
rurned into the Philippines’
longest urban war, forcing
~bout 400,000 people to flee
their homes as the militants
defied near daily bombing
raids by hiding in basements,
runnels and MoOSqUEs.
_ "We are afraid but we want
to check on our houses,” Ta-

smaliah. Lomontong, a village

official in her 40s, told AFP'P

on Tuesday as she and some
celatives walked infe their
neighborhood near where the
main fighting occurred.

Lomontong said her house
had survived, although it had

“peenvlootediii

“Anything e
away has gone - televisions,
Japtops,” she said.

Only a few dozen civilians
could be seen on Tuesday
morning on the outskirts of
the mostly destroyed eastern
half of Marawi, where regular
bursts of gunfire and occa
sional explosions could still
be heard.

Marawi where

supporters waged a
battle began returning
but gunfire greeted them
.« soldiers scoured devastated neighbor-

asy. to take

that the fighting,

of Marawi in ruins,

However, the sounds ot
war did not mean there was
renewed fighting, according to
Col. Romeo Brawner, deputy
commander of Marawi forces.

He told AFP they were
due to soldiers going through
buildings looking for militants
who may still be hiding, while
troops were- also
bombs that the gunmen had

Defense chiefs announced on Monday
which claimed more
than 1,100 lives and left the eastern half
had ended following
o final clash in a mosque in which dozens
of gunmen were killed.

detonating.

bid to

v

had begun returning.

"1 feel a mixture of joy and
sadness,” businessman Gonar-
anko Mapandi Jr., 46, told AFP
as he stood close to a military
checkpoint.

“T'm happy because we are
abie to return, But I'm very sad
at what happened to my cify.”

Sl aptads et
“Ti's possible that there
were some {militants) left be-
hind. In every war, that is the
SOP (standard operating pro-
cedure),” Brawner told AFP,
“So the firing is part of
the mopping up operations,

because if there-are holes, tun-

niels (in buitdiags), then-the
troops fire first into the hole
pefore they check with their
flashlights,” he said.

‘joy and sadness’
In the western half of the

BFeTe )4 Lo{= a1 Pamett)

city, which largely escaped the

~+Some.small shops selling
daily household items and

food, known locally as sari-sart
stores, had reopened.
Howevet, the authorities
said the military had vet to
give the all-clear for residents
to return because of safety

7 And-even-
large parts of the city would
be uninhabitable with a multi-
billion-dollar rehabilitation
program expected to take
vears to complete, according
to local government officials
and aid workers.

1

when they .do,-

The militants had occupied Marawi,
the Islamic capital of the
Philippines, on May 23 in
Duterte and security analysts said was a
establish a Southeast Asian base

mainly Catholic
what President

Turn to Page 14

Duterte has warnea in re-
cent days that, even with
the defeat of the militants in
Marawi, others may be hiding
in nearby cities or elsewhere in
the southern Philippines and
planning further attacks.

Eric Alarcon, head of the
Philippine Red Cross’ opera-
tions for Marawi, said many
residents may never return

“to the city because of security-———

fears or because they would

neighborhoods.

“There are a lot of factors.
Some are just afraid that this is
just a brief peace. Afterwards,
there will be fighting again.
They don’t want their children

“Others are looking for a
new livelihood, a new busi-
ness. Maybe they want a place
where they can sustain their
business.”

Duterte declared martial
law across the southern third
of the Philippines, home to
about 20 million and many of
the nation’s Muslim minerity,
immediately after the Marawi

vepndichomeieds .- —AFP

ot beable to Tive in destidyed

to be affected,” Alarcon told .
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By JAIME LAUDE

" TheSor
lighted at yesterday’s ASEAN Defense

Ministers Meeting Plus (ADMM Plus),
with partmlpatmg states dedarmg

- c:ontmue to use the South China Sea—

ber-states ~ Austraha, Chma, India

'}apan, New Zealand, Russia, South

Korea and the US ~ as well as defense
ministers from all ASEAN-member
states, opposed the declaration.

» A majority of countries declared to

th Chma Sea isste was hlgh—

" support for freedom of nav1gat10n'
and nor-militarization as well as ob--
‘servance of aTules-based: approachin

resolving the conflict.’ _
" Defense Secretary Delfln Lorenzana

-'sald none among ADMM Plus mem-

the waters and air — as they have been
using it in the past decades withoutin-
terference from anybody, Lorenzana
said, without naming these countries.

Turn to Page 6

Even Bedjing:

not oppose the pos1

i b e o b

Lorenzana said, did

ition taken by par-
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Hicipating ADMM Plus states.

. "Byen China did not oppose all of
those staternents. So I think
it's OK for-China because
it's supposed to be an open

“yater” Torenzana said. -

‘With this dévelopment,
the defense chief said it's
“now up to all the states to

keep the South China Sea
open, as the area benefits a
lot of nations.

Aside from China, Bru-
nei, Malaysia, Taiwan, Viet-
nam and the Philippines
have overlapping claims in

 the disputed water. -

Except Brunei, all have
troops deployed in their
respective areas, with China

gion as it reclaimed several

;shoals.
. China has transformed
 the formerly obscure mari-
" fime territory into a military
~base; complete with run-
‘ways that can accommodate
. figh d harbors for

© Beijing repeatedly belied
claims that it established
" a military presence in the
disputed region, saying the
- infrastructure is mainly for
civilian pugoses.
Earlier,
National Organizing Com-
mittee (NOC) said President

i gEthefotmerly unoccupied

geonomi ¢isanctions would:

e ASEAN 2017

LENE SHIER PoBLIT A

LET

Duterte would likely include in the
agenda of the 3lst ASEAN sumrnit
the sharing of resources in the South
_“The matter is stillbeing discussed

for operations Marciano Paynor said
yesterday.

Resource-sharing strategy would

stifl be a subject of talks during the
meeting of senior officials of ASEAN
member-states, he said.

The strategy, Paynor said, would
be a “win-win situation and solu-
tion” for the maritime dispute that

has dogged both the ASEAN and oo bR
' U Derke vowed to fally ASEAN

China.

“ A5 always, the devil is ifi"the”

detalls.and somet]
there’s one aspec

agreeable to one and because these

are consensus, it has to be threshed
out,” Paynor said. :

#So 'l say, in principle, yes,

of course, that is one objective of

ASEAN,” he added.-

v Paynorsaid Duterte!s concerns.on.

ong with concerns earlier raised:by -
the Chief Executive on the need for
the 10 ASEAN-member states to fend
off economic sanctions imposed by -
developed countries,” NOC director:

said during an event in Pasay City
last week. - . :

_“What we did was really the cor-
rect step to avoid confrontational
talks with almost all of the parties
concerned. Justask foralimited time,
to solvé the problem and ‘sharing of
the resotirces if it could bédone,” he -
P
" Duterte urged claimant countries -
to respect each other’s interest. . .

“The economic zones provided are
good and our CONSensus and conces-
sions that are part of the respect for
ecach other’s interest,” he said, add-
ing China is sticking to its claims that
it owns a portion of the area.

Regional
development

member-states-toward.achieving..

ore economic development in the

"There ate so many things that are
asked of us, even the products that
would enter the European market and
the United States,” he said. . . .

“And it seems that the tariff is
Jowered or none at all. There are s0
‘many conditions that affe t the entire

- discussed, whether it would be part
of the agenda. -

In a speech during an ASEAN
forum last week, Duterte cited as a
productive effort the Philippine de-
cision not to confront Beijing on the
territorial issue.

#The South China Sea is one issue,
but we are not in a hurry,” Duterte

o0 Fmall g e e
LIEE ~ Bmal 200" CaCDEANTI LS L2

e e

e..p

ackage of our frade relz
“almost everybody,” he added.
Although he did not directly
refer to the European Union, the
European Parliament recently ad-
opted a resolution urging the EU
to persuade the Philippines to stop
extrajudicial killings related to the
anti-drug campaign.
— With Christina Mendez
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3/ Army generals step up ﬁg tvs religious extremism

CAMP SIGNGCG, Datu ﬂrhn Sinsuat, Maguin-
danao: Three newly. promoted Army
generals in Central Mindanao have

" yawed to intensify their efforts inthe -
- ﬁght Against religious extrernism.
Brig:Gen. Diosdado Carreon of the -
GOistBngade, Brig, Gen. Jesus Sarsagat

of the 5031d Brigade and Brig Gen. -

Bisrmark Soliba of the 1st Mecha-
nized Brigade, who got one-star rank
promotions, made the commitment
at the 30th founding anniversary of
the 6th Infantry {Kampilan) Division
here on Monday.

Lt. Gen. Rolando Joselito Bau-
tista, commanding general of the
Philippine Army, led the tradi-

.#ional donning.of ranks”.on the. ..

three new generals.

Vega, 6th Infantry Division (1D}
commander, assisted.

Dela Vega said Carreon, Sarsagat
and Soliba, whose units are under
his operational control, will engage
in peace-building activities to-end

ﬁ g %i @ ﬁ @ﬁ? An Australian-made: tiver hoat was paraded

by the 6th Infantry Division during its 30th founding anmversary It shows
the capability of the Army in Central Mindanao to engage the enemy
in-running gunbattles on the rivers of Maguindanao and Cotabato City.
Theriverhoatisfitted witha: :machine.gun.and.can carry.a team of nine.
soldiers, PHOTO BY JULMUNIR L JANNARAL

‘North éotabata, .
and Maguindenao provinces:

Major Geni Armelidela

wi ess the
work dosely with the military in
achieving peace.

Among local officials present
were Gov, Pax Mangudadatu of
Sultan Kudarat province, Gov.

ion so they can

TMA Class of 1987 and Class of

‘1988, respectively.

Esmael Mangudadatu. of Magu- _Autono

Chief Supt. Graciano Mijares,
who assumed on Friday as direc-
tor of the Police Regional Office-
__Region in Musl:m

= ithreats fror Jocalgroups:claiming .

~gllegiance to the Islamic Staie(18).
“They shall wozk closely with
the mayors and provincial gover-
nors. They will also tap the aca-
deme, the Muslim and Christian
religious communities to achieve
their peace objectives,” he added.
Capt. Arvin Encinas, spokesman

for the 6th 1D, told The Manila
Times that they invited congress-
men, governors and mayors to

min Ampatuan of Rajah Buayan

municipality and Rep. Bai Sandra
Sema of the First District of Magu-
indanao and concurrently Deputy
Speaker for Mindanao.

Seliba is the most senior among
the three new Army generals in
central Mindanao.

He graduated from the Philippine
Military Academy (PMA) in 1985.

- indanao. province, Mayor. Zamza- N
in Parang town in Maguindanao, ¢

was a classmate of Sarsagat.

The battalions under Sarsagat are
depioyed to Maguindanac and Lanao
del Sur, ARMM component provinces,

Carreon, first assigned in Central
Mindanao as a junior officer, was
a colonel when be assumed early
this year the post of 601st Brigade
commander based in Tacurong City.

 afteritparadeéd one of its A;_:_s_Uahan-
made'nverboats equ;pped W ’th -t =

"~ "Our asmgnment here in Central

: Mmdanao provided us énough leamn-

ing on T.he soczoeconornac; ‘political
of the Jocal

stakeholdem to'the -

-Sultan Kudarat

- The divisionalso'covers parts of
lLanao del Sur, whose provincial

‘capital is Marawi City.

Iis 30th anniversary program,
with the theme “Kampilan: Sa fkatat-

' Juimpong Taon, Matibay at Matatag

.na Samahan Kaagapay ng Mamarna-

van Tingo sa Kapayapaan at Kaun-
: laran was highlighted bya parade of -~~~

dforbattleand persorinel

“irainedin disasiEEIESpgnse Ceakon .

and rescue missions. -

“The 6th ID also showed its ca-
pability to engage the enemy in
running gunbattles along the rivers
of Maguindanao and Cotabato City

one feam or nine solchexs onboard,
. Dela Vega said their main concern
nowis to insulate local communi-
ties from infiltration by Islarnic mili-
tants espousing animosity toward
non-Muslims and the govermnment
including soldiers maintaining
peace in the countryside,
JULMUNIR L. JANNARAL

Te no i LS GERE | opa!l e

st ELE
LU WA




- B T =T L e gt m tTIE
P A - R M e

.. (D2, 645.8555 Local: 5285, 5285

AFEIGE OF THE ARNY CHIEF Public LEFAIRS ~ Emait add: oacpe.army2li 2@amaii.com - Telno. {

95 oawer 207 | he FHantda Times . Feee

 BACOLOD CITY: Negros Dcddental i superwsuofs’ of twa infantry brigades.. o
"awaitmgtheretum aﬁmopsbelungmgto "t his speech in Bacalodon”
the'tith, 15thand 82nd Infaritry Batzahnns _Sunéay, Duterte warned the public to
[1Bs) who ‘were deployed to Zamboanga, - e preparéd for possible retaliation
Lanao det Novte and Marawt Clty. “*“fram the teyrorist Maute Group after -

Governor Alfredo Maranon Jr.an their defeat in Marawi.
Monday said that when he met with - Whiie he said he was not trying
President Rodrigo Duterte on Sus- . te scaze the public, the President
~day he was assured of the troops’ said he wants everyone to be
return to Negros island. - prepared for any eventuality, -
Mtiltaryfecoms showed that i "Terrotismis everywhereand no

shiree soldlers from the 15th 1B and - mation ha escaped from the clutches *
" thre Negrensesfmm e B Scout™  of the evil 15 [slamic State] s @ nem o
.:Ranger adenlogy that is dedicated 1o just
were killed in Marawi. ing'hu
Maj. Gen, Jon Aying, 3% D com- places,”he noted,
manding general, said the communist . “The Maute Group is affliated with the s,

New People’s Army fook advantage .- “fwould help that everybody would
-of the troop pullout from Negros by ... alsowatch everybody,the President said,
-consohdating their forces. - adding, “Not really a profiling, | hate It. B

'ldonotc_io it... Sometimes we- haveto B
know __:ftgswnhmy' eontrol: T L
A EUGENEY AD'ONG = S e I, e
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Lihay-Lihay suffered mul-
" tipke gunshot wounds. . - 5
Atleast 22 bullet shells for.
a caliber 45 and 9mm pistols
were recovered at the scene.
Abrother of the victm told
police their family is clueless
on the motive for the Killing.
Gold Cross medals

Meanwhile, four-officers of

By ROEL PARERO

L L AR

ZAMBOANGA CITY — A soldier who refurned
home after fighting in Marawi was shot dead
in Pagadian, Zamboanga del Sur after midnight
yesterday. "

Cpl. Rbufel Lihay-Lihay, $ireets in Purok Sweet Honey,
39, of the First Army Divi- Barangay Sta. Maria when
sion's Civic Military Op- unidentified motorcycle-rid-

_eration was plaving billiard  ing men arrived and opened

along Urro corner Bana Ty,

enforcers who arrested Omin-

MuslimMindanao (ARMM)
pelice were among those
. awarded Gold Cross medals
. for helping fight Maute mili-
tants in Marawi.
Senior Superintendent

- ~directorfor administration; .. .
Superintendent Danny Bacas,
intelligence division chief:
Senior Inspector Seth Mark
Alob and Police Officer 3 Isah

~.:Rolando Anduyan, assistant. .-

Sangcad received the award.

The symbolic medal pin-
ning ceremony was held
in Marawi on Sundayand
witnessed by officers of Task
Force Marawi and commandc-

ers of various police and |

~military undts”

1t Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr.,
Westerr: Mindanao Com-
mand chief, said Anduven
and Bacas led a team of law

il

+a Farhana Maute, the mother
of Mauite-group Jeaders Omar
andAbdullah, in Masic town
‘Jast June,

“The Western Mindanao
Command is grateful to all

“policemen from ARMM e SN Bt
otherparts of the country -

who helped restore law and
orderin Marawi,” Galvez
said. ~With John Unson
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B Army soldzers were wolnded ifr-i
an- encounter with a-group of New
People s Army { NPA) rebels m Smo__

. e
i eiPrwa’[e First Class Dahng .
. ‘were wounded in ‘combat. Military:
. officials here said thatwhile litdle . -
* informatich about the operation.is
ziavallable, soldiers. werestill inhot. 2
- pursuit of the fleeing glierriiias: -
C{Danny J/Estacie)
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Abu Sayyaf beheads
exbarngay chicl

 ZAMBOANGA CITY (PNA) - A for-
mer barahgay official was executed by
beheading by alleged members of the
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) in the nearby
province of Basilan, a top police official
said Monday.

Sr. Supt. Nickson Muksan, Basilan
police director; identified the victim as
Hadji Najer Bohong, 58, former barangay
chair of Mahatalang, Sumisip towr.,

Muksan disclosed that the decapi-
tated body of Bohong was found by

. - Sanday - . | y
B ay ' ;

He said an investigation showed
that the vietim went to Sitio Upper Bato
Lareg on Saturday supposedly to pick
up Yakal round timber to be used in his

But he said followers of ASG sub-
.- leader Furyji Indama seized the victim.
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Arm y Corporal tinadtad ng bala

. 1sang Army. Corporal ...
ang ipinaghabaril ng hindi+
. pa nakilalang dalawang.
armadong satarin habang -

- paghalaro ng bilyarss Pu-

“rok Sweet Honey, Brgy..

Sta Maria, Pagadian City,
Zamboanga del Sur ka-
hapon ng madaling araw.
Nasawi noon din dahi}
sa'tama ng bala sa lo at
katawan ang biktimang
:"si Corporal Rhufel Alva-
" rez Linay-Lihay, 39, mi-

yembro.ng Civil Military,

Operation Battalion 1ig 1%

~Infantry *“Tabak™ Division -

ng Philippine Army na -
“nakabase sa Labangan,-
‘Zamboanga del Sur.

_ Batay sa ulat, bago na-
ganap ang pamamaslang

sa biktima dakong alas-

12:40ng madaling araw sa
panulukan ng Bana Street,
Purok Sweet Honey, Brgy.
Sta Maria. Pagadian City
aykasalukuyang naglalary’

-Dgbilyarang biktima nang:
Fumilpot-ang - dalawang

armadong lalakiat walaag
kaabog-abog na pinag- |
babarit ang biktima; -

Tumakas ang ‘mga’
suspek sakay ng motor-
siklo nang masigurong
patay na ang biktima.

Narekober ng mga
otoridad sa erime scene
ang 11 piraso ng bala
ng cal 45 pmo] - Joy
Cantos- :

i

i ¢}
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The Philippine Air Force welcomes-Lt. Gen, Galileo Gerald Kintanar as new chief replacing Lt. Gen.
Edgar Fallorina during the change of command and retirement cerémiony witnessed by Président
Duterte at Clark Air Base in Pampanga yesterday. - e

ERNIE PERAREDONDO
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In a twist that would have
been:

DATU

Philippines, Isnilon Hapilon, is

dead. The city his forces seized,.

Marawi, is back in government
hands after five months of
scorched-earth combat.

But IS - influence

communities in Mindanao are
bracing for the next hattles.

1 don’t like 1o fight. But this’

to militant groups:

in the
Philippines is far from over,and -

“is our Tand and we will not Tet

Christian militia fighter who

goes by the nom de guerre Com— g

mander Tlang-ilang.

and where she ‘talked to journal-.
ists for The New York Times re-’
cently, 144 kllometers scazth of
Marawi., . -
“That’s Why I have these
iiang ilang said, gently tapping
her .45-caliber pistol and a sepa-

rate revolver, both hol-
stered loosely around

ko

OFFICE OF THE AR
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First gunati3

The “commander ‘said she
picked up her first-giin when
she was 13, in the: early 19708,
and her famiiy was ='Jtez;:ﬂ:)miled

DANAO—The leader of the Is:
lamic State (IS) .group in the

the goverament” for decades,
and in recent years proved to
be fertile ground for'the 18 ide-
ology and recruiters, as that
Middle Bast-based-movement
sought to extend 1ts influence

- around the globe,

~That the old a.nd-'. resilient
_militant cells here are now be-

* 1ing strengthened by ‘the brand
--andresources of the ISdnterng-
tional network has people wor-

'.c'lud'ing even sore of the Moro

militants whose former com-

- rades joined the extremlst

group.

- oy ;
'b1dd1ng marshlands of

the government’ three years

ago, members of the Moro Is-
lamic leeratlon Front (MILF) a
are now eading 1 then' former -

town of Datu 5alibo, a
drive 'soum‘frOm'-Mara

Commander Asiong
Local Islamist groups claim-
ing to represent the IS group
have been trying to recruit the
young with promises of cash

inable even after -

e v:a“pea{:e deal w;th.; i et
so-called religious war and par-

_ticularly by how IS loyalists in

and advénture, _accordmg to

Commander Asiong. ,

He is “the self—appomte‘d-

spokesperson . of - the same

- vice,

Page: 1!_3{‘

Marawi managed to fight off

“the government for months.

His years -of -military -ser-
spent . fighting ...Moro
bels have left him with deep

- scars in his neck and torso;and . .
- -his left leg was all-but cut;
< to save it after sev
. hithimthere:

away

~ “They can regroup, join oth~

g _er 1S allied groups here,” Asiong
-said. “While we have guns, our
“community is no ‘match for

them. So we pray that the gov-
ernment finishes them in
Marawi. If not; there is nothing
we can do except to profect
ourselves -and -fight:to- the

death. We will defend our Iand
'untai treops arrive.” S

turned commumty leader, said,
the IS reach in Mindando had -

spread, .aided by operatives in

the Middle East who had post- -

ed well-produced videos of the

/Christian . militia, . unit . that . .
IIang- ang belongs to: Red -

BIFF dxverswnary attack

ars ago, a breakaway factt

drom. the MILF . called the

Bangsarmoro Islamic Freedom

. Fighters (BIFF) attacked several

areas and killed 11 Christian -

‘farmers, Asiong said.
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_ The BIFF has welcomed the
‘Marawi offensive - ahd has
_'helped divert: the:Army’s atten- .
tion by att ng nearby c1v11~
iant comrmimtles B

“In-Jume;a heavy fxghtmg
was going on: Jarawi, BiFF
militants “briefly” ‘held more
than 30 students in the remote
town of Pigkawayan, about 80
km south, forcing the military
to spread its forces even more
thinly. .

BIFF spokesperson Abu
M;sry Mama said: “The fighting
in Marawl is a good distraction.
Al T can say is,.they do not be-
Jong to our group, which con-

fiml" ggto” fl ght :"ffﬂr" B Sep arate

_homeland. But the enemy of

" Battle in marshlands
_Another of those jihadist
friends, a group that has explic-
“itly pledged -loyalty -to IS is
ftghtmg government and MILF

forces _m the:

arshlands near_

Abu Turaipe, and are beheved
to number a few hundred. He
was once allied with the MILF,
but he broke away-in- protest
gver the’ peace deai with 'theg_
government. . ‘ : ‘

The swamp battle w1th_
militants has been”going on’
since August, but has gotten Jit=
tle press CcOVErage, ‘largely be-.
cause the area s inaccessible

and much of the attention has,
© you ve already dug vour own

been focused on Marawl 7%

Vonal-Hag, the MILF's mili-
tary compmander, sald that his
fighters were “swimming whilé
attacking, because the swamp
waters arg very deep.” aod

- raipe’s group,

EosE £00F
LOE TLlw wive

Iand,'_sai'd' his men would be

easily lost in the swamps ...
analyst who heads the Philip- -

were it not for thexr MILF .

natural impediment to moving

faster Theu assault rifles often
3 get wet maicmg them less I‘Eil“
~able;-

: “Its an open mostly flat
marshland, where you are open
to: sniper fire,” Gani- sald.
“When you enter the swamps,

grave.”
. (ani said the latest mtelh—

gence data indicated that there |

were several Malaysian fight- :
IS who ‘had Jomed Abu Tu—

Increased risk -
‘Rommei Banlaoi, a secunty

pine Institute for. Peace, -Vio-

lence and Terrorisnt Re arch

gu1des :
- “Boots _ sucked off by the
_-mud ‘and; y_._bushes ared '_Z__‘:_‘ i

strateg;cally, as” they' “have
proven how long they canien-
“dure the fight against govern-
ment - forces,” - Banlaoi “said,

- adding that the Marawi battle

will stand as an example of
martyrdom that can msplre
others.”

: . After ‘the spectacle of the
Marawi siege, more foreign

fighters will be attuned to the
fight in Mindanao, where past

M{LF gov’t alliance wmmng
sBiitithesMILF jand militar

month, at least 20 1mprovzsed
bombs and a number of black IS
flags have been recovered.
Nasstolah Gani,a 35 yearw
old police officer whose unit

by the militant commander,

alliance has slowly been win-
ning, and in one offensive last

""helpmg the militaty in: i

Whether ‘they 'had escaped
It

was hard o tell,"but Gam said
their presence’ haci boistered
theenemy force. .

“We usedto f}ght the MILF

. but. they .are .now ftghtmg

alongside us. S0 what is ‘the
bxgger enemy’? Itis the Daesh—

govemment efforts Had” alme{i

{ jC
‘Mmdanao will’ contmue 16

: suffer the challenges: _of med

corifticts ‘and violence ecause
of ‘many issues assocxated WIth
the stmggle of the people't ere '

“covering’ casualties? from:the i

crocodile-infested marsh-

gro'up

' ply become the new land o ji=
had."

—NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE
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CLARK FREEPORT—The Is-
tamic State (IS) group sent at
least $1.5 million to finance the
recently ended siege of Marawi
City, with the assauit leaders us-
ing the 2014 IS selzure of Fhe
Tragicity of Mosul as a blueprint,
according fo Gen. Eduardo Ao,
‘chief of staff of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines.

= Thehattledefeats- of-the--

brutal group in Syria and Iraﬂ,

maen in Marawi, however, show
a major vulnerability of the ex-
remists: Theiraudacious terri-
torial -occupations tend 10
“crumible over time-as they'Te
cornered in urban settings by

- The counterterrorism victo-
ries have given EOVEITITIENIS

confidence . that IS—which
shocked the world with its risea
few years ago—couid be
stopped and defeated, said Aflg,
who oversaw the military cam-
paign that ended the five-month
siege in Marawi this week.

. “They underestimated the
reaction of the different coun-
tries in the world, the al-
liances,” he said. :

e st e
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LhH now theISiglignediguns i naan

.fU-S_'.L_- -...:pocked mosguesandhouses:

-+ Itwas one of the mostdev-.

“anTsi

mula to fight it
ngano

“pine military ‘was ‘ready to
share its batile experiences in
mosgue-studded Marawi. -

The :".siege,” which was
launched on May 23, left more
than 1100 combatants and
civilians dead, including more
than: goo militants; and dis-
placed some 400,000 Tesi-
dents, including  the entire
popuiation .of . Marawi,

bastion of the Islamic faith in

. Recipe for fighting IS .
¢ - 1“With “what happened ‘ifi .
‘Mosul, the  Philippines and !
Ragqa, the different countries. - ;
- are now confident that if ever

_empiéjred snipers to siow the ad-
; varce of the military, Afio said.

7" Mosul videos
““Every day, they watched
ideds of Isis in Mosul,Anho
aid of the Marawi siege Jead-
‘ers, inclading Isnilon Hapilon,
. atop-Asian terror suspect who
was #killed by Filipino tfoops
“lastweek.
~ “That was their blueprint,
‘that ‘was their pattern,” he
said, adding that troops recov-
ered IS video discs of the Mo-
sul violence in captured mili-
tant positions in Marawi. -
~It'took about three weeks
for thousands of government
for_ces_,’ which have been bat-
tling msurgents in jungle set-

the predominantly Roman :

 Military airstrikes, artillery
and heavy machine-gun fire
tumned the Jakeside city's cen-
tral business district and out-
lying communities. into’ a
“smoldering wasteland of dis-
figured buildings and builet-

~tings; to*adopt~tothe tirbar
i Abosaid. .. .

ighting,

" Iw0' battalions ‘of ‘Marines,
{ for example, got stuck in a beach
until‘a cormibat engineering bat-
“talion was guickly organized to
 clear mounds of debris that al-
-lowed them te move inland.~
-+ The massive offensive led
to the killings.of atleast10 key

astating urban fights the coun-
try has witnessed since World
War I, Aflo said.

Like in Mosul, the black-
flag waving militants plotted
to launch the Marawi siege on
the first day of Ramadan, the
holy Muslimm month of fasting,
but they were forced to stage
the attack prematurely after
Philippine Armny troops raided
the hideput of its leaders.

They also took hundreds of
hostages as humean shields and

R B
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ter

extremist “groups that have
pledged -allegiance to 1S, in-
cluding Hapilon, four siblings
belonging to the local Maute
clan, and Indomesian and
Malaysian militants, he said.

it would have taken five to
10 years for troops to hunt
down and find all those mili-
tant leaders in the Jungles of
the south, where Afio said the

. extremists had mastery of the

terrain and support from local
cians.

‘from different

e ISfunmg o
““Fhé leaders of ‘the bloody
insurrection, who came from
differenit ethnic backgrounds, .
were linked by their desire’to
be recognized by IS as its
Southeast Asian branch and
obtain funding from the Mid-
die East-based group. ...
When the militants forgg__c_l
an alliance; IS sent $1.5 million
in batchies to finance the at-
tack, Afio said, citing intelli-

_gence _information, including
some provided by the United

. But
militants, like their Middle East
counterparts, were blindsided
by their ambition and miscalcu- |
iated the response to their plot,”

which involved the seizure ofa

military camp in Marawi.” -
They though
“get'the helicoptersand ar

 Vehicles ‘and the people 6f

Marawi will protect them, and
there will be a flag flying and
they can call i their own, an en-
clave, and probably more foreign
fighters will come,” Afio said.
Teps of thousands of
Marawi residents, however,
abandoned the city in panic
and troops managed to secure
Marawi's military -camp and
ather vital areas. —ap INQ

ry 201 2@ gmail. com -
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By Jaymee T. 'Gamii‘ :
JGarmHNQ

The Natjonal Housmg Authorlr-' e

ty (NHA) said idle housing
units originally meant for sol-
diers and policemen would be

given to the poor and-other -}
beneficiaries once a law was
passed allowing the agency to
redistribute these government :
__assets.. -

- tike place.once there isa law
“allowing us to Tedistribirte
“Elsie Trinidad, NHA spokesper-
son, said in a press conference

in the agency’s central- offzce in -

Quezon City on Monday..

U wr'his is becausethie fundmg b
[for the Armed Forces of -the:
.;Philippines/Philippin

comes from the [General Ap-

propnamons Act]. Technically,
we're not just allowed to- dis- .

poseJof the units for other ben-
eficiaries] unless there is a new
law..allowing us to ~redis-
tribute,” she said.

The urban poor group
Kalipunan ng Damayang Mahi-
hirap (Kadamay), whose mem-
bers occupied some 2,000 Units
in a government housing pro-
ject ;in Bulacan’ province in
March, continued to press for
the housing ageacy to priori-
tize “those most in need” inthe
redistribution.

President Duterte eax:her al-
lowed Xadamay mernbers 1o
keep the houses they occupied,

— promising better units for sol-

|
i
|

diers and policemen.

On Oct. 4, the House of Rep-
resentatives approved on third
reading House joint Resolution
No. 15, which authorized the

% The redzstnbunen Fatons"

President Duterte, accompanied by ¢ defense and housmg L

" officials; leads the groundbreaklng ceremony for 2 housmg

wIOAN BONDDC

project for soldlers inSan Mlguel tcwn Buiaca i provmce

.awarded, unoccupied and sur-

rendered, .and canceled hous-

~ing units -otherwise meant for
military, ‘police, fire, jail and
- prxsonpersonnel

More beneficiaries
" The Congress resolution, in
pushing for the redistribution,
cited data from the Depart-
ment of Budget and Manage-

.ment that as of March 31, oniy
8,240 units were actually occu-

pied of 62,308 units completed
and 52,892 awarded under the
NHA's AFP/PNP Housing Pro-
ject, a program started under
tite administration of former
President Benigno Aquino Ilfin
2011

Trinmidad said possible ben-
eficiaries were noet just limited
to Kadamay but also to other
housing appiicants.

During the press confer-

|

A ound 10; GOO umts ‘have
ed” for pnonty
distt Tkin. Tof -
formed personnei killed or-to
--personnel__ ‘wounded on duty

~who have applied for units un-

-derthe housing progran.
Nonato said apphcatsons
ng. after "new de-
1o Units; mdud;,ng
_ cthe fioor area

ﬁon, “the latest “of
‘dveiled in Baran=
gay - Calumpang in San Mighel

ousmg Pro;ect “hea

“beneficiary from among uni-
formed personnel had sUrren-

dered their claims to the hous—
ing units.

Nonato Sald most of the

time, the award to the unit
would be canceled by the hous-
ing board because the benefi-
_ciary did not occupy it by the
fime a “moving-in” inspection
was conducted by housmg au-
thorities. :

. “But they dcnt turn them
down. In fact, they end up [be-
latedly) chasing after them,”
Nonato said in Filipino.

Validation :

Nonato said to date, 63,709
units were “fully committed”
under the AFP/PNP program,
with 60,265 units already
awarded. The rest was subject
to a “prequalification valida-
q‘mn” of beneficiaries.

|

sive use of Scout Rangers. o

Mass housmg
In a’ statement, however
Kadainay said Congress’ reso-
lution noted that the unitsfobe
redistributed  were intended
for the use of “other govern-
ment em;aloyees, public school

teachers, barangay officials
and the 1owest of income earn-
ers.”

“We call for the use of all
jdle housing for the poorest
and homéless, including those
built for ISF (informal settier
families) that have been left to
rot for so long. However, this
will solve only a portion of the
problem. The government
must enact a genuine mass
housing program that caters to
housing rights of the people for
gecent and affordable shelter,”
Arellano sald. NQ

‘Bulagan,;onQct. .
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CLAR (iwashington's top dip-
_Jomat:inthe Philippines saidon

mrititants’

campaign’ that was critical £0
successful outcome. e

. Us ‘Ambassador Sung Kim'
said US surveillance aircraft and
other equipment helped moni-
tor and assess the positions of
the militants during the five-

mnonthoperation.

Sung Kim

;R

z,ii =
.

EY

E

"'S-;‘-;wim', 5]

- The US military assistance

made d “huge difference” In the
battle; particularly its intelli-..
_gencesupport, including thede- -
yment of Gray Eagle and - "

plo
o Kimsaid

e e o

7
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jtants’ imfiltration of -Marawi
wa$ @-surprise 1o hoth the US'
and -_Philippine governments.

strident anti-American rhetoric, -
. has'made no secret of hig'plans
o 65 WithAmerica’
‘Hivals, ‘Russid and ChinaThose:
efforts appear to be starting to
pear fruit. -~ By

Duterte credits China -
~ Hehas credited China for its
military assistance, saying it
was one of the 100 sniper rifles
. donated by Beijing that fired the
puilet that killed Isnilon Hapi-
Jon, the 1§ “emir” in Seutheast
AsiaonOct16. 5 e
The ranger unit involved in'
the operation, however, said the
shot was fired from a heavier
weapon mounted on an - ar-

mored vebicle. SR
just before he meets Mattis,
My, Duterte was scheduled to sit
down with Russian Defense
Minister Sergei Snoigl, who, like

£ LRMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emaila

. .Qig':k,_.l:)amp_:a;ng@_groviﬂce-

Tuesday about the’ recel

b
12

' *When you encounter a situ-.

ation like that, you ‘obviously

need good intelligenice to.De.
able to-target-Key. ,;_area_s,?___an_d

here our support
: ald
The ambassador spoke OfL

the sidelines of a meeting of de-' "
- fense ministers from the io-na-

T Mattis, was artending a-gathers..
ing of Asian defense ministers at

' Lorenzana toid

fieavy equipment from China to
help rebuild Marawi. He expect-
ed toTeceive four fast boats from
China before the end of the yeat.
The United States is the
Philippines’ onty defense treaty
ally and its biggest source of
hardware and. training, provid-

~ing about $1 billien in eguip-
“ment since 2000. :

The United States has a

- {reaty obligation .to defend the

Philippines from potential ag-

- gressors, but the relationship
- had deteriorated inrecent years.

Mr. Duterte last year called
then US President Barack Obama
a“sonofa whore,” and Obama
canceled plans tomeet with hir.

£ 6f

Page: -}‘; §

Association of Southeast
ations.,f[_‘he_UnitedﬁSt_ate's

f the group’s meetings
d separate talks  with
£hiis counterparts.. e
7" Mattis, on his figh “to'the
Philippines, commended Mapi-
laon fhieoperation and on Tues-
day: discussed ways 10 deepen
_US-Philippines military ties In
talks: with Defense Secretary
__-Dé_el'fmf}:jorenzana. : o

-~ As"Martis prepared to meet

President Duterte later on Tués-
- day, five Russian warships were
- .parked off the Philippines and

M prepared to formally .
lionrounds of am

Beitalel 1d 20 Y LELCSS
public ceremony on Wednesday.
~ Mr. Duterte, known for his

1S President Donald Trump
has praised Duterte for his vio-

drug: sus-
sidents are

expected to 1 _
travels to the Philipp
monthas part of an Asia tour.

Kim said the “tone and sub-
stance” of bilateral ties have im-
proved over the 10 months since
he's been in his post. o

“president Durerte has made -
clear that even as he pursues ims-
proved relations with couritries
like China and Russia, he will
continue to focus on making
sure that the US-Philippines al-
lance remains strong,” Kim said.

“The fact that tite Chinese
and the Russians have provided
some rifles, I'mnot sure is really
such a cause for concern for the
United States,” he said.~REPORTS
FROM AP AND REUTERS
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‘CLARK FREEPORT=~The Aus-
tralian .defense chief on Tues—
day said her country would de-
ploy forces to -train -Filipino
troops in urban warfare follow-
ing a disastrous siege by pro-Is-
lamic State (IS) militants on
Marawi City. .

Philippine - troops accus-
tomed to battiing insurgents in
jungle terrain struggled for
months to rout the hundreds of
militants who took cover in
buildings * and houses in

Marawi. Officials finally de-
clared on Monday that the in—
“surréction had’ been Ertished:~

forces would provide training
on a range of urban combat
skills to Filipino soldiers and
Marines in Philippine military
bases to help fight the extrems-
ists’ brutal tactics.

‘Payne said Austrafian 'defense“?'; stidd -
Hundreds of Marines got

. Payne: and Lorenzana spoke
atanews confeze ;
ing a bilateral meenng on the

sidelines of ‘the: two-day De-

fense Ministers’ Meeting of the

~Association of Southeast Asian
Nations and its Dialogue Part-
ners at Clark, _Pampanga
province. .

Battling terrorism was high
on the agenda of the defense
ministers’ meeting. ..

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines chief of 'staff, Gen.
Bduardo Afio, said it took a few
weeks for Filipino troops to ad-

"“Just did shiftthelr tacties durs
in the mosque- o

the fighti

.affer hold-"

c. (02, 545.0558 Local 5265, 528%

‘ban warfare,” he added.

. Canberra has been -aiding
Mamla against IS-inspired ter-
rorists in Marawi since Septem-

' azrcraft for surveﬂlance whﬁe',
“helping in information- gather-.-

ingand analysis.-
Australia”, has

expenence"

ber, deploying two AP- 3¢ Orion

Syria, and Payne said it was cru-
cial the Philippines had the
. knowhow to keep extremists at

bay now that the key fight had-

‘been won. =

tacklig 1S forces in lrag apd

cl'tlt

'dt

stuck up in a beach at one time,
for example, and only managed
to take positions injand after a
battalion of combat engineers
was organized to clear huge

..Defense . Secretary Deifin.. m

_Lorenzana thanked Australia
'Philippines

and said  the
planned to build its own train-
ing centers for Filipino forces.

Bilateral nﬁeeting
Australia has a status of
forces agreement that allows its

forces to train in the Philip--

pines, which had also signed a
similar pact with treaty ally, the
United States.

the use of solid structures, base-
ments and they're able to maxi-
mize the use of snipers, impro-
vised explosive devices, bombs
and then thev used civilians as
human shields,” Afo told The
Associated Press (AP) in an in-
terview.

“We will come up with a new
doctrine on how to fight in ur-

the terrorists were “exploiting

‘rorismtraining.

= “The practical traming the
Austrahan Defense Forée will -
provide wiil ensure the Philip:
‘pines defense forceis-better
.able to counter the brutal tac-

o Payne ‘said the spread
inspired terrorism was a direct
threat to Australia and its ihtet-

ests, and Canberra was detéer-
mined it “cannot establish a gé-
ographxc faothold in the Tte-
gion.”

Daily airstrikes and intérise
ground combat left large parts
of Marawiin rains.

More than 1,100 combat-
ants and civilians perished in
the Marawi fighting, including
at least gz0 militants and 165
soldiers and policemen, in the
worst urban fighting in the
Philippines in recent memory,
Afo said. —repoRTS FROM AFP AND
AP
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‘From fromthe truth’=
“-Dinampo -said the pro-
nouncement that Marawi ‘had:
been freed and liberated from.
the clutch of terronsm “is; far._
- from the fruth, S
“It is just a matter of time
under a new leadershxp when
this same cause will be repeat-
ed,” he said, referring to the IS
leaders who were kiiled. in
Marawi - like . the brothers"
Omarkbayam and Abdullah’
Maute, IS “emir” for Southeast

“The battle for Marawi was Asia Isnilon Hapllcn and Mah- .

KOTA KINABALU~The deaths
of key Islamic State {IS) leaders
in the Marawi City siege are just
a temporary setback as the mili-
tant group has sown seeds of
hatred deeply in Central Mm—
danao, an analyst says. e

n -of-the-moment - Jmad. -
Hot just g spur-o gh The rmhtants Dmampo :

usaid) were ableitoutie Upiaicos

A D ventional armed force in an ur-
" QOctavio Diftampo, att -
2014,” said P ban war of attrition for almost

1st based in
antikidnap pmg acnv five months that the Moro Na-

'fOIODmampo | said those. who tional Liberation Front (MNLF)
~failed to-emetge would certain- had failed to do in the past. .
He warned that as long as_._

ly regroup. . .- the historical injustices were.
' On Monday,the military def .16t redréssed, there would be
-l aniple “supply “of “warriors®
who could be enticed to join the
militants anytime before or
even after a temporary peace
settlement resolved the long-
standing Bangsamoro issue.
—THE STAR OF MALAYSIA/ASIA NEWS

“rban warfare in MarawiCity.”
“There are nho more mili-
t::mts in Marawi,” Dinampo told
reporters. .
. Two Malaysians—former
umver51ty lectirer . Mahmud
Ahmad and former Selayang
Municipal ~ Council - officer
Mubammad Joraimee Awang
Raimee aka Abu Nur—were
killed in Marawi.

NETWORK
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Mavyor S2Ys destruction massive, rphabilitation o take time o make city Hvable

MARAWI CI7Y—The fask of . : .
Searing the city of debris and e : . - -
demolifion: of bulldings seversiy 1
damaged by the batiie between
governiment forces and Islamic
Srate-jnspired militants Woind
1 just be physically challeng-
g tyor would alse be emoticn-
v difficult for residents. Ma-
,'or Maiul Gandamia 3aid,
__"Emotionally, it's  very
‘hard for us to see THe Tuing”
and  destruction jeft by e
arrocities CO}'].’]IIH'ELEC Thy e
militant group. Gandamrz
toid the Inguirer. ety Rl Y G
He sald the destruction  “larawis Tﬂcsalbappea. for welp a5 they prepare 10 rehabilitate Tne oity foliowing a five-mont
would remind themn “of how Sighting betweeng aovern"ﬁemsoldle rs and terrorists. ~RICHEL V. UMEL
my peopie suffered during the
five-month ordeal.” 4% zid siege to the Gty

The mzhtar‘; stopped 31. Tarqammra sald they erl
""""" sy Tne  aestruction 1o “be mas-
foilwnng a2 Final battle with'ter- -~ sivein areas where the heaviest  war~ “torn {areast ciearing

“Villages like Mapand= Ban— rhe rztv of debris “could ot

rorists on Monday, exactly five  firefignis occurrea~the 24 Vll—
A*LI"Dut the alC o1

th

nitelv take us along pericd .. maizie areas that came under

+ =econsiruci Marawi And 3eg aenia al bombardment du-

mal{e it livable, especzallv the ring the fighting,
" fegaids oo oo Fandamia said

monthe affer members of the zoic. Rava Madava and Dan- S8 10nE
salan were among the Mat segve 2guipment.

Mauge terror group and Abu

“We cannet pur the e
+hose working for the r
of cadgavers in danger.” he s

Srawner added once A
clearing, reCcovery and clearup
activities had Seen COMTE

cleanup of \."‘ ages MO i

ferred Dy the fghung
sake place afrer th
had complered its
operations  and

2
mon

unexpicded ordpance.
vised L\,}iuﬂvt devices C LoDt the artial rehnilding At the —ine
traps and firearms that cerios Sould STRIT —DIVINA SUSOR
- -- - e \slsjg;Lbehlnﬁ . UMEL AMD ALLAN NAWAL TN e
- v S P L ’/”E'w’;,-f,-: TR T nLR
- i H I o AR sl T i T CaLl wdT .
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By EMMANUEL TUPAS

A suspected financier of
the Isiamic State-inspired
Maute terrorist group was
arrested in Valenzuela City,
"_po'lice-announced.yester-__w
. da
U Aminkisa Romato

dato was nabbed based on
martial law arrest orders 1
and 2 of the Department of
National Defense, according
to the Philippine National

- Police saidithey recovered:
cograsiealiberpistolyahand
grenade and ammunition
from Macadato.
He was allegedly in-
volved in the attack on a
detachment of the Army’s
51st Infantry Battalion in
Barangay Bayabao, Butig in
February 2016, which left
two soldiers dead and six
others wounded.
Macadato allegedly facili-
tated the collection of firearms,
arnmunition and food supplies

idets

Police Criminal Investiga-
tion and Detection Group
(CIDG).

Chief Superintendent
Noli Romana, CIDG deputy
director for administration,
said Macadato is the son

-of former mayor Ibrahim
Macadato of Butig, Lanao
el Guriand nephew 0
Farhana Maute, matriarch

of the Maute brothers Omar

and Abdullah.
Armed with a gearch
warrant, members of the

forMaute rebelsinButig.... oo

CIDG National Capital
Region, CIDG Fastern Police
District, National Capital
Region Police Office, Special
_Action Force and the miti-
tary swooped down on the
“suspect’s hideout along .
Santiago street inBatangay
lag-ataround B8

Esilow-up operations
of intelligence operatives -
and security forces led'to
his location in'Valenzuela,”
Romana said.” o 0

. While hiding in.Valen-

zuela, Macadato allegedly
provided the Maute group
with logistics and money.

He is being held at the
Valenzuela police jail on
charges of illegal possession
of firearms and explosives.

Valenzuela Mayor Rexion
Gatchalian lauded the arrest
of Macadato.

Gatchalian said the city
remains safe and peaceful
despite the arrest of a sus-

ected terrorist.”

“With his capture, the
Maute terrorist group crumi-
bled. The city government
will continue to work with
police to ensure the safety of
the public,” he said’ - With
Marc Jayson Cayabyab
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2 Maute
financiers
arrested

BY RAYMOND AFRICA
ARD VICTOR REYES

THE PNP yesterday said a finan-
cier of the terrorist Maute Group
was arrested in an operation in
Valenzuela City on October 7.
Aminkisa Romato Macadaro,
a son of former mayor Ibrahim
Macadato of Butg in Lanao del
Sur, is in the list of abour 200
persons issued arrest orders on
suspicion of giving suppott to the
Maute which attacked Marawi City
~0n-May-23.-The attack prompted
the declaration of martial law

snwinsthe Wholesof - Mindangos Thessms:

military ended operations against
the Maute on Monday, Martial law
remains,

The list was issued by Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzanz who is
martial law administrator.

Lorenzana yesterday 2a-

-.—-nounced.the.arrest-of: another e e e
- Maute -financier —-Abdul Patzh - -

alias “Kitong” He did not give

details on the arrest.
“This guy is a Filipine who was
living in Jeddah (in Saudi Arabia).

- His name cropped up as one

of the terrorist financiers,” said
Lorenzana.

Lorenzana said Patah was moni-
tored calling Filipino terrorists in
the Philippines.

“This telephone aumber {used)
was traced to him,” he said.

He said Patah was earlier ar-
rested by the PNP but 2 judge freed
hitn “because the PNP did have
enough evidence to hold him.”

Unconfirmed reports said Pa-
tah was nabbed by immigration
authozities at the Ninoy Aguino

International Airport on Septem—
-ber 26.and-later released.. -

“Now that he is caught he

sawillibeikept:for:quitessorne tmet

while we s’mdy further the charges
against him,” said Lorenzana,
Loxenzana also said security
officials are on the lookour for
three Filipinos who may rerurn
from the Middle East afrer fight-

-
Ty

@i
Page: !

g with 1o elements.

He said the three Filipinos are
in the list of about 30 Scutheast
Asian terrorists provided by the
Philippine embassy in Baghdad

Abbiut t6 10 thige mofiths 4go. He

said the list came from authorities
in the Middle East.

“They are still fighting there
now We're looking at them now
We do not kaow if they are com-
ing back ot they have been killed in
the Middle East,” said Lorenzana.,

Chief Supt. Noli Romana, dep-
uty director of the Criminal Inves-
tgadon and Detection Group, said
Macadato was arrested in his lair ag
Unit 185, P. Santiago street, Paso
de Blas in Valenzuela City.

Seized from him were a loaded

A5 caliber pxstol and a hand gre-

SV Te i —— .
Romana Smd Macadato served _
assthesMadte group s fipgistical sl fainmiiiiig

support system”” or fnancier while
hiding in Metro Manila,
Mazcadato alias “Ricky” was in-
volved in the attack by the Maute
group on the detachment of the
Army’s 51st Infanery Battalion in

Barangay Bayanao, Butlg, Lanao

soedel SurionFebs 202016, whichled
-tothe deathof twosoldiersand the -~

wounding of six others.

“He (Macadato) was also in-
volved in the facilitation of fse-
arms, ammunition, and food stuff
deliveries and assisting wounded
comrades of the Maute group in
Butig,” Romana said.

W
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Marawi Mayor Majul

Gandamra has asked the.
Task Forée Bangon Marawi

(TFBM) for an initial P92 bil-
Yon to rehabilitate the city
left in ruins after five months
of battlé with the terrorist
Maute group. .

The amount, he said, would
be used not only for the dity
hut for other areas in Lanao del

€ ¥ -Dast
yilities, such as water and
electricity, to get Marawi back

on its feet. Other utilities, he -

added, may take up to three

years to become fully opera-

tional. - .

e -=-De_feﬁ$.é_ Underse creﬁ?rz._ .

~Cesar Yano, who is also the

TFBM exectitive dizector, said
the Senate proposal to allocate
P5 billion would only cover the
expenses for early response
and recovery but not actual
rehabilitation.

He stressed that his of-
fice has started gathering a
post-conflict needs assessment
report, inciuding an actual
damage assessment, from all
government agencies to guide
them in crafting a comprehen-
sive rehabilitation plan.

Yano is hopeful that the
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFF) would soon allow

o e AT TN DAY CREEE PR
OERWDE OF THE LRI Ohinr PIB

-;_;:~-S_ta}7‘3;il’i-evacu ation centers.
The task force and local”
Gvernmenit units; he.added;.

B '__th‘e internaily displaced per-

sons (TDPs) from at least nine’
".outskirt barangays to return
to their homes. At least 33 out
of 96 barangays in Maraw] are
considered “ground zero” after
getting heavily damaged from
all the fighting.

Fis office has, so far, identi-
fed 78,466 displaced families.
Of the number, 95 percent
sheltered with their relatives
or friends and only five percent

prefer to rebuild from there

and expand westward. "My
kababayans do not want tobe

“teminded of what tock place’

here, of what happened to us.

So it would be better if we

would just rebuild (ground
zero),” he said.

Members of the Sen-
ate special committee on
Marawi City plan to visit the

lace next month to ensure
that the rehabilitation plan
would be comprehensive

“By listening to our broth--

ers and sisters wiho have been

| -directly affected by the clash-
es, we ensure that our efforts

are currently building aninitial
1,175 transition shelters on a
14-hectare property in Baran-
gay Sagonsongan.

T

ing

Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) aims
to complete site development
by next month. Other build-
ings - like mosque, market,
schoo!l, heaith center and
police station — will also be
constructed.

Yane said thers was a sug-
gestion to retain the ruins in
“oround zero” soit could serve
as a reminder to the present
and future generations of the
outcome of violent extremism.

But Gandamra disagreed
with the idea, saying they

EFFLIRE -

| i
el SO B

he Housing and Urban
Development Coordinat- P
ing Council is targeting to-
‘complete at least 600°0f thege:
“shelters before yearend as the:

L Q( 1 rehabilitation plan.

theini

and truly address the needs™
of residents s

ditional financial require-
ments for the rehabilitation
should be included as items
in the Unprogrammed Funds
srovision in the proposed
P3.7-rillion riational budget
pointing out
E20billion the gov-
ernment wanted to release
would not be enough for all
the heeded works. o

#The Marawi rehabilita-
tion plan should be future-
proof and include infrastruc-
ture for security against ele-
ments who would attempt
to besiege the city anew,”
Poe said.

Sen. Paolo Benigno Aqui-
no IV urged all stakeholders
to work together to heal,
rebuild and create prosperity
in the city, while Sen. Nancy
Binay renewed her call for
the inclusion of indigenous
peoples and internally dis-
placed persons in drafting the

at

‘match their needs and that

c:I'ec"ichnl%l on matters that will
shape the future of Marawi
- City," Binay said.

..Marawi Bishop Edwin
dela Pefia felt a mixture of
- happiness and sadness when
Defense Secretary Delfin

“Mionday theterminationsof-
~ combat operations in the city.
“].am happy that the siege

is over and people can go
back to their respective plac-
es. The rehabilitation of the
city can proceed at a dizzying
pace hopefully. I am sad alse
because there is practically no

, house to go home to for the
| residents, including 1s.at St
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Mary's Cathedral. It's going
to be traumnatic for some to
. see their former homes un-
.inhabitable,” said the prelate.
Foreign donors
~+:China-donated 47 brand
new heavy equipment
‘units worth P155 million
“and turned this:over to the
DPWH last Oct. 9. '
Chinese Ambassador
- Zhao Jianhua said the dona-
tion — which incdudes eight
units each of excavator, load-
er, dump truck and cement
mixer; and five units each
- of compactor, tractor and
bulldozer; and one container
van - came with no strings
attached.

H

o Fle aSsUred Filipinos that ...

China is 2 friend and partner

to rebuild and reconstruct the
war-torn city.

“China has given these
equipment and other hu-
.manitarian assistance, and
I would like to emphasize
rith no strings attached, no
reconditions atiached. It

an act of a good neighbor, it
is also an act of supporting
President Duterte and his
government not only in his
fight against terrorism but
also in the reconstruction of
Marawi,” Zhao said.

i En act of friendehip, it is

CogEide e .
- With Paolo Romero,
Alexis Romero, Pia Lee-

o torporcampalgnin MaraWhe o
@1t was a tough-fight

- The ambassador saidheis
leased to learn that China
ig the first country to denate
and deliver help for the reha-
bilitation efforts. i
“We have a saying in Chi-
na—when you do something
good, do it timely. The equip-
ment arrived at a time when
construction of Marawt 18
about to begin. The donation
is timely and they are going
tobe pui to use jmmediately,

Zhao added. S
e congratulated the Phil-

._.ipp‘meK...go_\.ﬁarmneﬁﬁr.éﬂé,%‘? e

AFEP for the victorious an’a—

in an urban environment.
Your determination, bravery
and gallantry, your com-
bat capabilities — you have
proved yet again terrorism
can be defeated and will be
“defeated;” the

Brago

ambassador . ...

VitalGl i T ~ 07, LARLDRAE T -
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" arlia wil e Bl
soldiers in urban watfare to

combat the spread of Jslamic <

exttemism after months of
fierce fighting against Maute
militants in Marawi City, De-
ferise Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
na announced yesterday.

Lorenzana said Australia
has offered to provide irain-
ing based-on the Philippines’
needs and Australia’s capa-
bilities.

“ At the outset, this includes
__airspace coordination, urban

warfare and maritifie op-

Jerations Dzt idina
Field, Pampanga. '

~ Australia’s Minister of De-
fense Marise Payne said her
_government has made avail-
abie a mumber of ité special
forces to train their counter-

ilipino

opartsincthe .Armed Forces of .

immediate fears that the 15
would establish a Southeast

Asian base in Marawi, con- . v
cerns remain about its longer-
term infentions and capabili- P

ties for the region.

The Philippines and Aus-
tralia signed a Defense Coop-
eration Program (DCP) that

provides the mechanisms for = _
effect of extremnistideclogy and.”

military support, intelligence
sharing and people-to-people

“pxchanges:

nzana sai i
carlier discussed vari-
ous programs and activities
aimed to strengthen defense
cooperation between the two
countries.

Australia has experience...
tackling the IS in lrag and

Syzia and Payne said it was

" the Philippines. .

“We will go to the appropri-

ate military bases as agreed
with the Philippines’ Armed
Forces and the Pﬁjlippine gov-
ernment to provide uirban war-
faye training, to work with the
Army and the Mazines,” Payne
said on the sidelines of this
year’s Asian Defense Minister
Meeting Plus {ADMM Plus).
. Australia has since Septemn-
per been helping the AFP battle
the Islamic State {18)-linked
Maute group in Marawi by
deploying two AP-3C Orion
aircraft for surveillance while
helping in information-gather-
ing and analysis.

The Philippines on Monday

“crucial the Philippines had the
expertise to keep extremists at *

bay now that the key fight had
been won.

Payne said the Australian’

forces would also have to
learn from their Filipino coun-
terparts how they were able to
battle the Maute extremists in
an entirely different warfare
setting.

“What we have acquired
(in Trag), that we think it’s
important to share with the
Philippines and we discussed

it with Secretary Lorenza-

na. Equally, the Philippines
Armed Forces have skills to
share back to Australian forc-
es as well.. and it’s very much

- declared victory after a fiver. two-way sireet,” Payne said.
wsmonth battle that claimed . |
“mre than 1,100 tives and-de-*
“stroyed large parts of Marawis
While the victory ended’

She ‘said Canberra would.

immediately serid teams com=:
posed of 80 troops o provide.
‘urban warfare’ counterter~

rorist training at Philippine.

‘military bases. -

“The practical training the
Australian Defense Force will
rovide will ensure the Philip- '
pines defense force is better
able to counter the brutel tactics
being employed by terrorists,”

' Payne told reporters at Clark.

““Qlobally we have seen the |

terrotist threats on millions of’

_ civilians and it is alarming to-

see this disruption cometoour
siori she said

- Payne said P

I5-inspired terrorism was &

direct threat to Australia and -

its interests, and Canberra was
determined it “carnot establish
a geographic foothold in ‘the
gon” |

saying the military would 1se
the assistance to replicate the
training locally. o
While we need troops now
1o be trained on urban warfare,
we algo need to build our ca-
pacity to train our roops. Fart
of our program that we are go-
ing to do in the near futureis to
build our urban (warfare train-
ing) centers,” Lorenzana said.
He said part of their discus-
sion with Payne was the possi-
bility of Filipino troops visifing
combat training facilities in
Australia.
Lorenzana said the urban
warfare training to be provided
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| has 6nly few who are prepared
_ for that kind of conflict.

prepared,” he said.

would form part of an overall

program of the AFP in-build- -
ing up its own capacity and

capability in fighting enemies
of state in an urban setting.
o oayhink (Australia ds)-one.

bt Tknow I was a beneficiary
of the Defense Cooperation
Program way back then. We
send a lot, I t1¥111ﬂ< second only
{0 the United States,” Lorenza-

" na gaid.

AFP spokesman Maj. Gen.
Restituto Padilia said the Aus-
tralian anti-terror troops are in
the country.

. “There are Australian forces
already in the country to train
our forces in urban warfare,”

_Padilla said the AFP ‘has
rhan traifing but it -

“We do not lack urban war-
fare training per se but wehave

“few forces who are prepared:

for that. We need to expand
 number of people that we

Meanwhile, Army chief

 Brig.'Gen. Gilbert Gapay said

there were NO new reports
of foreign terrorists slipping
into the country following the
defeat of the Maute extremists
in Marawi.

Contain
North Korea

Ini the same news confer-,
ence, Payne called on ASEAN

= biggest source. of train- .
“ing programs 0¥ ourpeople. T
" dor’t know the exact numbes,

pressure against North Korea in

support of the sanctions being-
imposed against the hermit state -
{0 keey its destabilizing and pro--

vocative behavior in check.

: -Payne.along.-_withseveralotﬁer

non-ASEAN member-states ate

“iri*the ‘cotntry for the holding =
of the ADDM and ADDM Plus.

chaired by the Philippines.

“Tt is illegal. It is provoca-’
tive. It is in breach of several .

UN Security Council resolu-
tions. It is in breach of global
zgreements and international
norms,” Payne pointed out.
She said the Australian gov-
ernment has been strong in
reaffirming its position that sup-
ports the UN Security Council
in imposing the strongest pos-
sible sanctions o the North Ko-

reanregime being.spearheaded...

by the US,

: hesaid; hagevenim
posed a number of “autonomots
sanctions” onbothindividuals and
entities from North Korea thatwill
bring the strongest possible pres-
sure to bear. ...

Payne did not
the "autonomotss san

ctions” but

“We as an international com-~

munity need to make it clear
that their behavior is illegal. It is
destabilizing and it is provocative.
We stand strongly with the South
Korean goverrunent in relation to
that in terms of the position the US

elaborate on- _

1T

recent visit to South Korea.

/T am encouraging all the

parties, we have to maximize

' the pressitre ‘on the regime. I
- think itis important to maintain
these as strong as possible,”
Payresaid.
2 The ADDM on Monday ds-
sued ajoint.declaration cailing

“on North Korea to adhere to the

UN resolutions. o

 sid.

~Lorenzana, chair of this
year’s ADDM and ADDM Plus
meefing, said the Philippines
and other ASEAN nationals
who are in South Korea will be
directly affected in the event
conflict erupts within the Ko-
rean Peninsula.

- He added all the ASEAN
member-states are also concerned
on the developing security situa-

fionintheKoreanPeninsula.
" Lorenzana agreed with T
' Payne'sassessmentionthepre- oo

membe&states.-.3.t9...maximize.ythe._;;.J.Hgs;takmf.:E.@Ynﬁﬂ‘.ﬁ.ﬁiﬁz-ﬁﬁﬁgh?{. R

vailing regional sectirity issue,
saying that the action of North
Koreaisillegal. . . .

. "If conflict erupts in the Ko-

rean Peninsula, aside from being

near, we have a lot of problems
for our Filipino nationals there

nations are already concerned

“about the dangerous, provoca-

tive behavior of North Korea ..

and 1 agreed with Minister Payne
that the action of North Korea is
illegal,” Lorenzana said. — With

AFP. Emmanuael Tupas

“swhole other ASEAN member.:..- -

T mE ARNY CHIER PURLIC

LEELIRE

- Bmeai adn oBCDE.

armve0tzdomali.oom - TEl k.

108 b4

Ly Core Purplse. Sew%‘%‘%ihe neopie. SECUNng the iand




oF & wWOTIG-TiE

OTFICE OF THE ARMY CHIZT

PR AT
O] 4

BUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: sacpa.army2l

mETE 2 RLTLE D

L ltE B0

42@gmal.com - Teino. (02)

§45.9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Q-B October 2017

Page: @}

Marawd Citw 0 -

Austratian Defense Minister

Matige Payne, ini the coun-
try for the Asean Defense
Ministers Meeting in Clark,

Parnpanga, said the Australian

Defense Potces wilk train Filipino
Army and Marine forces to address
“challenges that are posed by modera-
day terroristm.

?)rut:a.ltacucs employe bytcrm ts,”
SR e e Payne sald after meeting with Defense
AROUND 80 Auistralian soldiers
will soon train: Fﬁipmofar;;r:sog 5
" Gban watfare; which the Armied- - ‘ilitaty bases. It will.
Foces icked in'responding to the - involve a range of skills related to
-~ attack’ launched by the Islamic -
State-inspired Mante. Group in -

i Philippine - fillicay base

Secretary Delfin Lotenzana. .

e THig training will be conducted

combat in urban ‘eavironaient.
I’s ‘made up of mobile train-
ing teams, approximately 80
(troops) in total,” said Payne.-
“They will go to the appro-
‘priate military bases, as agreed
with the Philippine Armed Forces
and the Philippine goveramest, to
provide the urban warfare train-
ing, to wozk with the (Philippine)
Army and the Matines, and the
forus will be on conducting urban

“It's (a) very practical training by g
_the ADF to be able to countet very See AUSTRALIA> PageB
AUSTRALIA S Ssgupord and Chin pro-  Frsdebe Deic G the becise of o combitns

opetation,” she added.

The bhattle for Marawi ended on
Monday with authorities saying 920
militants, 165 troops and police
and at least 45 civilians were killed

in.the.conflict, which. displaced ..,

vided wesponry and technical
support, including surveillance air-
craft, dusing the five-month battle.

Payne first offered the training
during 4 meeting Wwith Lorenzana
in September while Filipino troops

were still battling the Maute Group

.more than 300,000 people.. ...
Australia, along with the United

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS-E

““whose meérabers laid Eigge o™

Mar@wi City on May 23,

mai aad: cat

frmy Core Purposs Serving ihe

Yberation of the city last October
17. On Monday, Lorenzana an-
nounced the termination of com-
bat opetation as troops seized the
last rebel Jair. .

Lorenzana sald there will also
be aitspace cooperation training.

o addition, Atstralia has already
offered to provide traifings based on -

the Philippines’ needs and Australian
capabilities. At the outset, this in-
cludes airspace coordination, urban
warfare, and maritime operations,
among othets,” he said,

Lorenzana acknowledged that
the fight against terrozism “cannot
be addressed by one country alone,
and we are very much apprecia-
tive of Australia’s suppert to our
counter-terrorism program.”

AFP spokesman Maj. Gen. Res-
tituto Padilla said Australian forces
are already in the country for the
training bur declined to say whete
the training would be held,

“This is 2 welcome development
because of experences tharwe need,

e et

B - — "
Jarmy 201 28gmali.com - 161 no. (02, §45-8555 L.ocal; 5285, E20%

ronment that we need to face in the
future such as in Marawt, So, learning
more. about this kind of environ-
ment will ethance our capacity and
capability,” satd Padiila,

The military had admirted that
most of its troops ate tzained on

conflict.

“We do not lack urban warfare
training per se, but we have only a
few thatare prepared for urban
watfate. So we need to expand
the number of people with train-
ing so that everyone is prepared,”
said Padilla.

AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Afio
said the US and Singepore have
also offered urban warfare training
to the Philippines,

“Actually, these trainings are two-fold.
They are happening not only because
they are going to teach us but we're also
shadngwhatwe learned, our experience.
They (foreign forees) are also going to
learn.” said Afic. ~ Wath Rewgers

R

seople. Securing the land.

Jungle warfare; which-coficibuted:
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US touts military ties in PH

as Duterte courts Russia, China

THE timing of US Defense Secretary Jin Mattis” ttip
to the Philippines this week couldn’t have been better,
coming just 48 it celebrated a victory against [slamist

" iilitanits in Matawi City - with a eritical dose of help

from the 115 military.

But as Mattis met President Duterte on Tuesday,
five Russian warships were parked off the Philip-
pines and Moscow was preparing to formally hand
over thousands of assault rifles, 2 million rounds of
ammunition and 20 army rucks zta public cererrony
on Wednesday.

Duterte, known for his strident anti-American
rhetoric, has made no secret of his plans to cultvate
des with America’s rivals, Russiz and China. Those
efforts appear to be starting to bear finit,

Just before he mer Mattds, Duterte sat down on
Taesday with Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu
who, like Mattis, was attending a gathering of Asian
defense ministers at Clark, Pampanga.

... Shoigu signed rwo military deals, including the
procurement of unspecihed equipment.
On Wednesday, Duterte was scheduled to visira ..

“Russfan anti-submiatine shlP, the Admiral Pantﬁcvﬁ\

docked in Manila.

1S Ambassador Sung Kim plaved dowa any US
concern about Duterte’s ontreach to China and Russia
and noted that the United States, a former colonial
power, was the county’s only treaty ally, with far
deeper ties in the Philippines.

T'm not really threatened by this notion that Chxna

: ‘or Russia are providing some military equipment 10
the Philippines,” Kim told 2 small group of reporters

traveling with Matds.

“We have been providing very imporzant equipment
to the Philippines for many, many years. The facr that
the Chinese and the Russians have provided some
rifles, I'm not suze is really such a canse for concern
for the United States.”

Duterte’s often profanity-laden tirades against the
United Srates have becore his trademark during his
year-old presidency, and he has chided Washingron
for treating his country “like a dog” despite the
longstanding US assistance,

Seill, Duterre’s shetoric has been Inconsistent, and
he warmly greeted visidng Secretary of State Rex Til-
letson in August, calling himself a “humble friend”

)}

of the United States at the time.

On Tuesday, he cantiously kept to scripred dialogue
ar the start of his meeting with Mattts, as he Welcomr:d
him to the Philippines and spoke wazmly of des,

“T want to be (as) politically cortect as possible and
I want to be undesstood. So reading this speech will
be good,” he said before reporters were escorted out
of the room.

Abead of avisit by US. President Donald Tramp to
the Philippines, the US envoy cited an improvement
in “tone znd substance” in bilateral des over the 10
months since he’s been in his post.

“President Duterte has made clear that even as he
pursves Improved relations with countries like China
atd Russia, he will contimue to focus on making sure that
the US-Philippines alliance remains strong,” Kim said:

MARAYVI OPERATION

.. The same day that Mattis landed in the PhliiPPmES e eeemseerersesereened
Manila announced the éad of five months of mifitary o '
operations in Marawi City against the terrotistMaute .. o0

Group, after a ferce and unfamiliar urbah war that
marked the country’s biggest secarity crisis in years,
Matds, on his flight to the Philippines, commended
Manila on the operaton and on Tuesday discussed
ways to deepen US-Philippines military des in tallks
with the Defense Set:retary Belfin Lorenzana:
“Ir was a tough fight,” Martis said during his flight,

adding he thought the Phlhppmes had sent “a very S _ o
‘né¢essaty fessage to-the terrogdsts! ™ T e L L

Kim said the US’ nilitafy assistance madc Z “hugc:-
difference” in the battle in Marawi, particularly its
intelligence support, including with the deployment
of Gray Eagle and P-3 Orion aircraft.

“I think all of us were surptised by the extent of
infiltration by the terrorists into Marawi City,” he said.

“When vou encounter a situation like that, you
obviously need good intelligence to be able totarget
key areas and 1 think that's where our support was
guite critical”

On Monday might, Armed Forces chief Gen. Edu-
ardo Afo said the US rechnical support “tlted the
balance™ because “we had a very hard grasp of the
situation in the eatly days” undl informaton flowed
and helped defear the militanes. -- Resters
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h f__.of'smff Gen. Eduazﬂo'-Aﬁ“i

made this statement when asked
on what particular adjustments the
military could have made to shorten or
made the Marawi City campaign less
‘costly or prolonged.

Around 920 terronsts were kIIled

started in May 23 while 165 ﬁroopers '
inade the ultimate-sacrifice.i i
“course of the five-month campaign.
“Siguro yung tinatawag nating -

appreciation sa intelligence informa-
tion, marar nang mga dumating na
information but we’re busy running

L)
f)f“ .
4Ry AT 2"}"3”1831 ssm ~Teing «f”, BAL-ZEGT

=T Teemoand ag
P e it 200 G

LA

P 20w T ene Soar i

52 appreciation, “ he said.

lw-

after terrorists in Sulu (and) Basilan
in Magumdanao, so nagkulang tayo ng
appreciation nathis bunch of Maute-
ISIS holed somewhere in Butig and
angapo they did the unthinkabie which
is occupy Marawi, yun nagkuiang tayo

_And if they have time to do' ]

to counter the terrorists agide
employing commandérs skillful in the
use of intelligence and deveiopmg as-
sets inl the conflict ared. ™77
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_ BY VICTOR REYES

THE secutity situation in Mazawi City
has started to normalize, Armed Forces
chief Gen. Eduarde Afio said vester-
day, a day after the milirary rerminated
combat operations against the terrorist
Maute Group.

“The situation in Marawi now is going
back to nommal... There is no reported
fighting as of this time,” he said.

“What we're having now are damage
assessments. We also sill continue the
physical clearing, Physical clearing is

..not actually enemy, clearmg These are

clearing of bombs, TEDs (zmproused

s 'enerr‘n} ald Brawner

Brawner said soldmrta fired Wcapo'}e
in some atreas, like canals and tunnels,
“These ate meant to scare and force them
o come our (i there are stili some tersor-
iste left), Butno one came out. It appears
that all of them are already dead,” he said.

Afio said the Maute Group is practi-

realiyedesd: “I m coﬁﬁéem theg ve-heen -

wzpeé out.”
He said the Maute G;oup had 230
members when they attacked the city on:
May 23. The number increased due to
recruitment. He said the Maute mem-~
bers promised their recruits P15,000
monthly salary and P30,000 if they win

explosive devices) that might have been

lefr in the area,” said Afio

He said there might be unexploded
bombs, or bombs dropped during air
strikes that did not explode.

“If those will be touched by the civil-
ians, that’s dangerous, catastrophic,” he
said,

Col. Romeo Brawner, deputy com-
mander of the military’s Joint Task Fozce
Ranao based in Marawi City, said soldiers
continue to recover IEDs.

“Earlier today, some recovered bombs
were detonated by our EODs {explosive
and ordpance disposal) .. There are no
longer armed engagcmcnt&; (with the”

s R I N AR

Defense Secrctars De1ﬁn Lorcnzma
said: “The Maute family is practically
wiped out... I think the Mautes are fin-
ished for the moment. Maybe the other
family members who are young now;, we
don’t know if they are gamg to follow
foot steps of their siblings,” he said,

- Jorenzana said securxt; forges are. .. .o
--focusing- their attention on the fight . '

against other Islamic State-inspired

groups, inclading the Abu Sayyaf and the

Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters.
Afio said sniper rifles donated by the

PR WA L

%
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Chinese government have downed
# oumber of Maute men.

“They're vety effective,” Afo
said, referring to the scores of
sniper rifies donated by China
last June.

Lorenzana said the defense and
military establishment received 90
sniper tifles and 3,000 assault rifles
from China last June. Earlier this
month, China gave 3,000 M4 rifles
to the military. .

IDENTIFYING BOMBS

Feachers on‘Tuesday gave fami=

on how to identiy unexploded
~bombs in their homes and warned

them to stay clear.

The teachers taught children
and their parents how o recog-
nize live mortar shells, grenades,
atrcraft rockets and IEDs in their
villages.

Seeurity forces used artillery
bembardment and air strikes to
flush out the Maute who endured
154 days of the offensive by stock-
piing weapons, including hombs.

Warnings from the teachers
incladed drawings of inquisitive
children hammering bombs and
trving to set them on fire.
-“This helps us parents tounder-

stand and tell our children not to

touch or get near the bombs,” said

Scbaida Sidic; a housewife attend- -

ing the training -

Authozities gaid 920 militants,
165 troops and police and at least
45 civilians were killed in the con-
dict, which displaced more than
300,000 people.

Lominog Manoga, 2 ptincipal at
a school in Marawi overseeing the
traiming, said it was important to
teach people the risks.

President Durerte declared
Marawi City liberated last week,
even though fighting was not actu-
aity over. On Sunday, be said it was
important to be vigilant because no

“country counld escape Tslamic State’s
“clutches of evil” - With Reuters

lies returning to Marawi a course
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~ New Air Force chief vows

‘top speed’ in achieving goals

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR
AND VICTOR REVES

PRESIDENT Duterte yesterday
told the members of the Philip-
pine Air Force to continue to
petform their duties well and to be
prepated for threars like terrotism
and insurgency.

Duterte, at the Air Force change
of command ceremony at the Air

“Raree City 'in Clark; Pampanga,

_also said he expects the Air Force

g condntie providing godd service”

under the leadership of its new
commander, Lt. Gen. Galileo Ge-
rard Kintanar Jr.

He acknowledged the reforms
that newly retired Maj. Gen. Edgar

Fallotina implemented in the Air
Force, including the reacdvation of
the Tactical Operations Command
and the Air Defense Command.
Kintanar, in his acceptance
speech, vowed an Air Force that
is transformed in capabilities,
empowered in human resources,
is agile, flexible and integrated in
operations, and mission credible.
“This is the direction we warnt the

- Adr Force to proceed-and-to pursue
* -~ that we not only move o speed
bt fo go At top speed i In fact; top:

speed is going to be our new way of
achieving our ends,” said Kintanar.
Kintanar, the outgoing com-
mander of the AFP Western Cotn-
mand based in Puerto Princesa

S

City, succeeded Fallotina who is
due to reach the mandatory re-
tirement age of 56 on Wednesday
next week,

Duterte, in his speech, acknowl-
edged the contributions of the Air
Force, from the aerial reconnais-

sance and maritime patrol missions .

at the West Philippine Sea, the Ben-
ham Rise, and other parts of the
Philippine territory, to the support

operation in Mindanao including

plaved in humanitarian assistance
and disaster response operations
in calamity-stricken areas.

The President opted to read his
prepared speech during the event,

/ .
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I RATIONE LEADING pastactystely

+ weekend.

" 'Soldiers and policemen, who were
on the front line during the five-month
offensives against Daesh-inspired .
. fighters in Marawi City, were awarded
by the Armed Forces of the Philip-

pines-Western Mindarao Command
“(AFP-WestMinCom)’ cluef over the .

Last October 21 18 persunnel of.the
2nd and 3rd Scout Ranger Battalions

_ and the Joint Task Group Bakal were
“accorded the" Gold Cross Medar by

Galvez Jr.

- The soldiers were recogmzeci for S
- theit* conspicuous gallantry in‘action, -
“courage, dedication; and. commxtment' 5
“during the tonduct of the close-quarter -
battle with more or less 1,000 members

“ On'Sunday, five soldiers of the 10th
Infantry Battalion and the Joiot Task
Group Vector were awarded the Gold
Cross Medals. The same award was
also given to Police Senior Inspector
Seth-Mark Alob and Police Officer 3

1sah Sangcead of the PNE

Police Superintendent Rolando

' .Anduyan and Police: Supermtendent
- Danilo Bacas recéived the Silvér Cross

Medal from Galvez for meritorious-and
valuable achievement rendered while

_serving as Joint Task Group PNP.com-
mander and asst. commander;, who led

the numerous accomphshments ofthe

' PNP during the Marawi crisis::

- “The command plaque was ‘awarded

: to Brig, Gen: Vinluan;: commander of

the Joint Task Force Vector; Anduyan
commander of the Joint Task Group,
and Bng Gen Fehcxsxmo Budlcngan

durxng the battle.” g
_The five-month stand- off yseldem‘ to

';the neutralization of more-than 963 ter-
rorists, the rescue of 1,780 hostages, and
-recovery of more than 200 high-powered

firearms and aimost 2,000 unexploded

ic . ordnances, improvised explosive .de-
ve _m_c' s and booby traps of the terroris{s.. ...
e gratilations, Marawi troopers,

for making the Armed Forces of the
Philippines and the Filipines proud.
Your commitment and gallantry liberat-
ed the City of Marawi and the Maranaos
from terrorism,” Galvez said.

“1 thank you for your service and
sacrifices. I am so proud of you ail,”
he added.

;J’
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27" "X LARK, Pampanga: President Rodrigo

i, ool

._ yuterie on Huesday urged government
.. HMorces not 1o let their guard down be-

cause the threats of terrorism and msurgendy
remain, a view shared by an oihicial of the
Asian Development Bank.

1 uuum Gtk o To coibinge

puhnnuuy tetr duties welt, ey
seapeatidlyas manal law ooy e

CettecUIn Mitanao, and theie are
pursisting thieass o) errorisim and
Puswgeney],” Dugene said in bis
speech durimg the change of cuim
namd cecemuony of the Philipping
A ol { ).‘\n}

Hi tssued the warsing a day

HIGE ilu Tinlitan vinhd 11~. '('Ul]i-"_

lml n;)t!dllulls i"dlf}bl the Maute
terror group that bad siege
ALarasvr Uiy

Ve Pasidvat fd sand T wouhd
v i imartal Lw “astil the Last
erirorast iy tabvn oy

P Bmad mahitoay ollensives in
Alatate i ded 1o e killin b thilee
op wsortss - batlon Tapilon
hiiar Abatte aid Madavsias Ty
stadrisd Ahinad

Fratore said the Blamie Stade
insprivd terrarists could siill
fatench retabiatony atiacks against
CONVCERITHL soc iy onos

Yesterday, the President recog-
nized e valor and the sauiilioes”

Army Core Purpose: Serving the Deo

ot soddiers wing were
woudel 1 acekon
Tl

wellare of alt A1 pe munm! atul
their loved omes. thin you have efl

vour tatmilies aind the comfon of

vaur hemes (o sesve the country is
trudy prasewortin” Doterte said.
“ludeed, the Philippines and

“onrpeoplearemdebied w yos
hecause of the sacritices o Tave

miade every single day, " he added.

Continuing
problem
Ao Poesdave Asian !)v\-p-tnix.
mwitd Bk Oreaizational Kol
1o e Blead Scbren CHinton vaid
witolisi i the Philippines s
other countiivs v i conting un
lews the oo caus:e of the problem
is addressed.

“Unti cal development Lappens
anel disribuion o wealth i o
wosy Lo power ana ustive happuis
these tssues will contine not just

'

i\li lLLl .d.l nl

stassured 1acthe Phitip.
“pines is commine 1o pronoge the

i stz but throughout the
wothd, Untl von addeess the oot
catise of these ssties, you e guing
te dnve iens " Clinton said during
vestendays Brewing @ AN Convel-
sdttons widy Mhonght §eaders Beld
a0 tn b dnstie of Slanage
psent in Mt

Viion warned that while the
goverrneab bad defeated e ferror
ists whioselzed Marawd, the problenn

of wetrarisin witl conthinge

TGes Tha e ierrorismT
swopped i Mindaaao? Absofulely
pot Becatse those undetlying is-

sues liave not been addressed like
the devetopment issues, cronomic
isativs,” the baok official said.

[ie explained that mast people
frah maginalized communitics

somCtnes join a}med groups for
JackDeiter Options. o
“I'he peaple growing p there

really Tave no Letier options some-
times than o join a group o have
stality, sune inceme. Phe
fedling of belongingness is very
strong spedatly i vou are from a
Clinton

hSRE1TN

nneinalied comonmin
b adding thatissaes in Mindanac
“cronotiiy based.”

“Fh siege 1o AMarawi went on
fot ve enths bat hombings ave
vomstantlyin cobato Davao and
other pares ol Mitndanae. 1 iese are
terror attacks, Right now, diey ave
st been beatenr iy Aarawt and

praple are recogmizing that s is
lie said.

ate tnostis

d glowing issue,”

nie. Securing

.mup DA,

M

Other groups

With the defeat of the Maute
proup iy Marawi, Delense dvore
taey Delhn Lorenzana os Tuesday
satd U mititary will natn its
ity ulhel tedtorist EHoLs
Dased 10 Mindanac,

The Armed Lorees of Phil
ippaiees {AFP ), hesand, mll oo us
uls thie L.m:ownmm Islannie free
du g (BIFTY i Cernral
Mitsdaiiao mL% the abu Lyl

“Ihe Mavie mily iy pm(tmll\
wiped uul. The seven sons of the
Mautes —- Farhana and Cayamaora
— were all kifled in darawl, S0
shinl the Aaues ate inished at the
mament,” Lorenzana fold reporters
 lowever, he adniitted that the
Mo ums iy folow il Ium
stepe of thedr elidet sihi ings Abduilah,
Otuh, Maddie and Omarkbavam.

B Lorenzanms sakd the miliary
iy more conceried wr the threats
posed by the BIEFU and the Abu Savv
al which had cartied out honmibings
andd Ridnappiggs e Aindaiteo

“the Alass 1ty \df Laload]s i Solu
[e] sl rntacy, Fhe Abu Savva
Crotp i Basila s adicady dao
maated because A Dsnilon, T
SUHE Tedsioly, Bought ot of Dis
prople 1o Butiy and Marawi i
Latian dod Sar and they were ali
Rilbodd there,” he sand Wl

ANNA LEAH E, GONZALES
AND DEMPSEY REYES

ihe lano.
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adue_vemem rendered whﬂe sermng

: as]omtTaskaupPNPcomnmnder--:'

and assistant commandes, who Jed .

: < the] PNP during the Marawi siege
2ndand 3rd Scout Ranger Baﬁahons " The Comimand Plaque was award- -

_and Joint Task Group Bakal.: = edtoBrig Cen. Visluan, comrmander

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, WestMm— of Joint Task Force Vector; Police

Com spokesman, said the soldiers - - Senior Supt. Anduyan, commanider
were recognized for galtantry in of the Joint Task Group; Brig. Gen.
action, courage, dedication and ~ Budiongan, commander of /TG Bakal;
commitment during almost five and other battalion commandess for

. moriths of ﬁghang at close quarters. - ieadersh; while leading their

it about'1;080 member ef_ ¢ ]

“ists In Marawi '.Clty,:were cited for

(AFP).and the P pm
gallantry on Saiurday

Police (PNP) ‘whowere on the fromt=

”Congramlanons, Marawl-
rces.of the,

© Police Semior Supt. “Secretary’
G @ L @ g ﬁ § ) L1, Gen. Carfito Galvez, Jr., commander of Juyan and Police Supt. Danilo Bacas lsnﬂonl-iapﬂaneﬁna}iygothm He
the WestMinCom pins a medal on one of the soldiers who saw actioninthe  also received the Silver Cross from s officially dead,” Galvez said.”
five-month Marawi siege. CONTRIBUTED BHOTO Galvez, for meritorious and valuable T JULMUNIR L JANNARAL
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greeled tham gs solgwrs

By Mario J, Maliar]
and Joyce Ann L.
Rocamora

Fresh fr(sm crushing

. dhe Istamic Slate (IS)

inspired terrerists led by
the Mauie group in
Marawi City, the Armed
Forces of the Philippines
(AP} intends to further

* boost its urban warfare

}

capability through tratning

U —initially with Australia.

E
|
1

orFicﬁ Oi T"h: APN\ C'-EFP F’Lh:i . AtrAimS Fmai aod. oscpe sy 20

Defense Secretary

| Deltin Lorenzana said
yesterday Australia will

A;m\- Crve FH;:;J-:-’:E:

003 e the Shreels for remuining ml;!ants

traly the military | m uxha;n
warfare under a
choperation agresment
aimed al, dealing with the

. thraats of “modernday”

terrorisin.

Aystralian Defense
Minister Marise Payne
confipmed Lorenzana’s
announcement during a
news conferenee before
the siart of the Asean
Defense Ministers’

Meeting (ADMM)-Plus -

mepting in  Clark,

Pampanga.

China, meanwhile,

ot e

L

turned over through- -
Ambassador to the.
- Philippines Zhao Jiankua

47 units of heavy
equipment for the
rehabilitation  and
rebuilding of Marawi Cify.

“I'm glad China is the
first country to donate
and deliver rehabilitation
equipment to the
Philippines. There is a
Chinese saying, that is,

speech,

i
1
1
i
i
i
¢
:
1

f “The%e equ;pment
‘|drrived just at the timg

-1when the recongtmction af

Marawi City is about to
hegin,” he said,

“Pruly, the fght againgt
global terror cannol bo
addressed by one country
glone, and we are very
fmueh appreciative: pf
shustralia’s support for pur
'Lounl gr-terroripm
Pt opram,” Lorenzana shid.

when you want to do || Ausiralia deployed Py i
something good, then do 1 planes in Marawi City Lo
ittimely,” Zhao saidina | assist the AP in
' Vi " Twrrio paoe 2
o <'

Zipgmall.com -

Telne, 1{£I $45-4555 Locar

&, Securing he

{.'E
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nmelhgence gathenng durmg the.
154-day siege laid by the IB Maute

»oup

cﬁread}; offered to provide irainings

hased on the Philippines’ nbeds and -+

Angiralia’s capabiiitie%‘ At the
nitsst,
enordination, urban warfare, and
maritime operamcns, ameng
mhmq Lorenzana said,

: ':Pame said the training actmty-'
- was part.of Canberra'seffortsio.
‘siém the spread of the A;abbased _
‘tertorist group, which in the

course, also threatens Australia.

“I'he spread of Daesh fanother
term for IS) is a threat to Tegional
securily, including the security of
Anstralia. We recognize 4hat no
single country can address ‘he
threat of terrorism on 1?:% own,”
she said.

= e Jnow thit o pravent its:

%pread all countries in the region
. must Woﬁ{ ceﬂperatn ely W hi(‘h is

In tact Austraium h’oopa are
already in the country for the
srban warfare training.

Maj. Gen. Restituto Padilia dr.,
AYP spokesman, confirmed the
presence of the Angiralian teams
in Banila but he refused to'diselose

SHirther informationsdu
s operational conceri s

He said the Australian tra.mers
wiil train about a battslion of

“lipine soldiers.

“There are Austr fﬂ:an forces
afrsady in the country fo train our
forces on urban warfare.”
eonfirmed Padilla.

Payne said the urban warfare
training would “ensure the
Philippines Avined Forees ave ahle
io defeat the challenges presented
by modernday terrorism.”

“The practical graining the ADF
will provige will ensur¢ the
Philippines dofence foree s bettar
shie Lo cotier the bratal tacties
being empioyed by renrorisis.” she

“ i

~#in-additiony Austrahaﬂ has;"’.‘°"“'ﬁ'iﬂ'“M&I‘aWi‘Gif,’j’-‘siﬁgeWaﬂ-&i‘tﬁg&w"“‘*

“challenge for the Filipine troops

this includes girspase

secm'lty-

Payne said about 80 ADF

* ‘(Australian Defence Fores) mobile
" tesms will visit military campsto

“train Army and Marine soldiers”
. The AFT has acknowledged that

who ‘are trained generally in
gnerrilla warfare, and are still
starting to train in urban setup or
on heavily-built up areas, -

“The practical fraining the

.Australian Defense Fotee will ..
~‘provide Wil ehsute the Philippines
-defense force ds-better ableto

counter the brutal tacties being s :
government has bsen quick in ﬁ_'

.'_piannmg the rebuilding and
'recevery of Marawi City.

‘employed by terrorists,” she said,
“(Yiobally we have seen the
effect of extremist ideclogy and
terrorist threats on millions of
civilians and if is alarming to see
this disriaption come o our: regaon,
she added.
_ Paynesaid the spread of lslamic
State-inspired ter Torisnt was a

interests, and Ganberra was
determined it “cannot establish a

"

A

Chins’s timely aid
Fhagstressed thabtheidonats
is timely and will sareiy be
‘heneficial,

“At the very begmmng of your 3

campaign against IS-inspired

terrovisis, the Chinese governmerit -
hias made it very clear that China -

stands together with the
philippinessitis notonly becanse

responsibility of all nations, but
also, and more importantly, that we
are close neighbors, partners,and
friends,” he said.

Zhao noted that Chind already
delivered two batches of rifles and
aramunition to the Armed Forces
of the Philippines, with the third
hatel so be delivered in the first
half of 218,

Of this donation, total value

ameunts to PS00O million. Cash
gonation for the purpese of
humanitarian  assistance,
meamwhile, has amounted to P85
milliorn.

“We gre glad that the rifles we
donated have been proved to he

o

effecm*e * he' .
0 Detober: 1’2‘ Presxﬁent'
: Ro&ngo Duterte himseif dedlared
 Marawi's liberation. With this, Zhao'
-extended s congratulations to the
-government; the_AEP inparticular,-.

~tertorists.

-divect threat to Australid andits = =

+ghmbating terrorism s the shared

: LV T A L
Loee, Core ParpDe@, DENANL NG

for their. “vi tox;y agamst

Tt was a fough ﬁght in H.ﬁ m'ba,n :

environment, but through: Four

-1 am fully confident that xmder
the wisé leadership of President
Duterte, the rehabilitation and
reconstriction of the Marawi City

sz be 4 compieta success, he

Seeunty officials announced last

of gunmen were kﬂled

determination ahd hravery, .
. .galiantry and corbat capabxhtles,
: reve_d yet again that__

‘Residents-of Maram cify bega.n
rgtunung imme but gunfire greeteé S
..geographic foothold in the region?, . the

‘Monday that the fighting, which:
.claimed mare than 1,100 lives and .-
left the egstern’ half "of Marawi in :' '
ruins, had ‘erided foﬂomﬂg afinal i
clish i a moseque I which dozens' S

" survived, althmxgh it ’haé b,

* near where the .1 mam f1ght'1 g

“pecurred. - - £l
Lomontong smd her hOliSe :

loeted

-she saad ;
Only afew dozen 01

Romeo Brawner;
‘commander of Maram forces

soldters going t;hrough bmldm
Jooking for militants who may st
“De hiding, while troops Were a.l
- detonating bombs that the ginhs

mame Gai,hohc Phhppmes on May oy

98 in what President Rodrigo .

Duterte and security analysts said

was 4 bid 1o establish a Southeast

Agien base for 18,

The campaign to oust them
tirrned into the Philippines’ longest
urban war, foreing abeut 400,060
people te flee their homes as the
militants defied near daily bombing
raids by hiding in basements,
tunnels and mosgues.

“Wo are afraid but we want to
check ou our houses,” Jamaliah
Lomontong, a village official in her
40, told Agensce France Presse on
Tuesday as she and some refatives
walked into their neighborhood
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refurning.
. *lfeela mxxture ‘of joy amd
sadness,” businessman Gonara &
Mapandi Jnr, 46, 4old AFP ag Iae
stood cfose to a mlh‘rary
checkpoint. e
“Pm happy because we are ab;le
to return. But I'm very.sad af what
happened to my city.”.. ]L
Some small shops seﬂmg da
household iterms and food, known
locally as sari-sari stores, ha,d
reapened. "
However the authonties said the
military had yet to givethe all-clear
for residents to return becanse of
safety concerns. : AFP
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AVAO CITY ~ The Davao
: City Peace Committee (DC

New People's Army (NPA) who could
be tapped for possible localized peace
talks between the Jocal government and
-the rebel.group

EACE) has identified three ..
local commanders of the ..

.50, get their consent to part:mpate m _

{hat Presidential Peace Adviser Jesis

*“he was not encouraging the conduct of

“doing here,” she said.

“time this week after the commitiee
was created under Executive’ Order
No. 34.

. Another issue that was raised was
. the jurisdictions where the NPA oper-
_ated, which overiapped w1th other
LGUs.

- Carpio refused to identify the three ... .Sta.Cruz and Davao Clty belong to
NPA leaders until DC PEACE is able © one area, while Cotabate and (Davao
C1ty’s} Marilog district are in another

Dureza gave wherein he averred that

localized peace talks.
"Initially-our move is to write a let-
ter to OPAPP and explain what we are

This was dxs{:loséd by Mayor Sara

f-:--r"-:-:i)ut;erte—Carpw o eveaied th:

commanders operating in and around -

the city in a bid to jumpstart the peace
negotiations.

Carpio said that the commlttee witf

be informing the Office of the Presi-
dential Adviser on the Peace Process

s (OPAPP) about: the city’sownplans =
-+ toforge peace withithe: Communist

group,
But Carpio said she was not optimis-

tic about getting OPAPF’s cooperation
as she had earlier read an interview

..any group.

ing under the general welfare clatige

thetalks. .
; ceording Lo Ca .

‘has agreed that there was 1o law
prohibited the local government from
entering into a peace agreement with .

th

‘area where the NPA operate :
. "There are concerns like that," sha
said:.

Carpm aIso underscored that the

" The local .g%overnment is also work-. - Tocal government was not seekmg the
“sutrender of the NPAs at this point, but

< justan opportumty for everybody “take
talkand see wha

of the Locai Government Code, she
added::
+The May

d'that the ccmmﬁtee;:

was willing to .speak with representa-
tives of the three commands operating .

in the city.
The committee mef for the first

: "Earher kanmaangusapanwasyust
" to start with the three identified com-
‘manders in Davao City," she said.

: ama Diavao del Norte i Davao_ Gty
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Ex-soidier hield
f@? beatmg up mother

o A drunk former soldier was arfested for beating up hzs
. B5-year-old mother in Quezon City on Sunday.
Police said Bernardo Valerio, 34, was dlsmzssed from
’che military service in 2012 =

-~ Buperintendent Danilo: Mendoza, Tahpapa pohce :
_station 3 commander, said Valeric was drinking withhis™

“friends in front of their house i Bararigay Pasong Tamo

: when h1s mother Amehta, chlded him at around 8:30-.

2 ”T he mother asked Irum to stop drmkmg and go msn:ie
the house,” Mendoza said.

Instead of heeding, Valerio got mad and punched his
moiher, who fell to the ground.

Amelita was able to run when Valerio went inside the °
house to get a kitchen knife.

The suspect was apprehended by barangay watchmen.

Bystanders brought Amelita to the Quezon City General

Hospital for treatment of head injuries. - - Emmanuel Tupas
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~ Heroes, heels

++ “The'latest-Social Weather Sta-.

‘fions survey showed more Filipi-
nos doubting police claims that™
suspects killed mnthe war ondrizgs -
were shot when they resisted arrest -
or “nanigban.”. ... .

While the Philippine National
Police is suffering from declin-
ing public trust, members of the .
Armed Forces of the Philippines are getting the hero’s
treatment all over the country.

Both the PNP and AFP carried out missions on or-
ders of the same president and commander-in-chief,
who takes a tough stance on security matters: Both
have killed in the name of public safety (for the AFP,
nearly 1,000 terrorists taken out in Marawi). Both have
lost personnel in carrying out their missions.

_'There's an old saying about fighting the drug men-
ace, which the PNP might find useful: save the user,

‘jail the pusher. Also; if well-connected drug dealers in

the top five most wanted list of the Philippine Drug

_Enforcement Agency (PDEA) are mollycoddled by

eighbor-

authorities while impoverished penny-an
f public

hood pushers are brutally executed, ero
support for the campaigr is inevitable,

Another thing that the AFP did right in Marawiwas
to be transparent about the effort, without compronmis-

This included admitting when it made grievous
mistakes, such as the death'of soldiers in friendly fire.
There were clear explaniations abotit why the battle
wastaking time (the terrorists used human shields atid
holed out in miosques; sripers had to be taken cut one
by one; urban watfare'is more complicated), They ad-
mitted running out of missiles and ammunition, which

o Why is ohe organization seervas aheroand theother
_a heel? This is even more noteworthy considering that
“the AFP operated with the‘entire Mindanao tnder
martial law, imposed by a man accused of having dic-
tatorial tendencies. :

The PNP's Oplan Tokhang and Double Barrel reaped
endless criticism from the international community. In
Marawi, on the other hand, the AFP received alot of
help from the United States and Australia, and com-
mendation all around after the end of combat was

Perhaps the PNF can pick up some pointers from
the AFP on working in a democracy, especially one as
rambunctious as ours.

Oneis defining a precise target. The battle lines were
clearly drawn in Marawi: soldiers against terrorists.
Even when parts of the city were pulverized by the
AFP's acrial and ground bombardment, blame was
heaped on the Mautes who started all the trouble and
used civilians, private homes and mosques as shields.

In the case of Tokhang and Double Barrel, the PNP
often turned the people into its enemy and the battle
lines became murky. In case the PN didn’t notice, the
“bleeding hearts” were generally silent whennotorious
characters like the Parojinogs and their minions were
gunned down. But how do you sell the idea of poor
feenagers as threats warranting neutralization?

As surveys particularly in Metro Manila indicated,
people no longer felt safe even in their own homes ~
which defeats the purpose of fighting the drug menace
in the name of public safety.

“compelled them to furn to treaty ally fhe

* the takesnio-prisoners approach o
‘afl cases. -

was almost always denial, instead of admission that
the tampaign was valnerdble to abuse. The admission
shouid have been actornpanidd by a promise that eres
ing persotine] would be caught and puriished and the
system would betefined to-discourags abuses o

Surveys indicate that prople see the drug menace’
a8 a'serious problem requiring a strong response, But

This brings 'ﬁs_ 6 anothet diffeféﬁ::é_:' ’che batte

for

Marawi was in'mote competent hands, :

When Director Gerieral Ronald dela Rosa retiréson
Jan. 21 next yeay, President Duterte shotdld pick s PNP.
chief with mote eredentials than just loyalty. Bspecially
sinee it looks like Duterte is just wailting for an excuse
to antiounce the failure of his experitnetit'to let the
PDEA handle the drug war on its own. After Dusl says
“1 told you so,” the PN can then wade back into the
wat with a vengeatice. : e

It hasn't helped that there is no regular sécretary
of the interior to supetvise the PNP chief. The AFF,
on the othet hand, 15 reporting to a retired military
officer, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, who has
the respect of his peers.

Even if intetior chief Catalino Cuy, a retired police
general, is familiar with police work, his authority
ovet the PNP is diminished by his serving it an acting
capacity and the fagt that Dela Rosa has the ear of the
President.
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- Finally, it iiight be useful for the PNP to remember
that it is fighting two battles: one against criminality,
+ and another for people’s hearts and tninds.
Dela Rosa's fatlure to feel the public pulse was evident
in his unfortunate comment about “ingrates” who did
not appreciate what the PNP was doing for the people.
The AFP, possibly berause of its lead role in coun-
terinsurgency, has a keen understanding of the need
to win hearts and minds. This was at play as the AFP
fought the Mautes while at the same time showing &
different brand of martial law. " 7 T
Some groupshave accused the AFP of human rights
violations in Marawi, but the complaints haven’t
gained traction. One noteworthy. aspect of Duterte’s, ...
martial law is the absence of comparisons, even after

“idol Ferdinand Marcos.” :

. The battle for Marawi and the enforcement of martial

law in Mindanao have in fact earned the AFP such a level

of public trust that it is now expected to stand in the way

of ‘any atteinpt to-use the military as an instrumerit of
“political oppression or to perpetuate anyone in power,

- The AFPis currently seen as the Armed Forces of the

. Peaple. It's not too. late for the PNP to aim for similar,

tio s
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‘Marawi City reconstruction is a national imperative”

E the duopoly that dominates the

poiling market wants to poll an
issue with a 100 percent approval,
there is one available—the senti-
inient of Filipinos on rebuilding
Marawi City from the ruins. From
the A to the E economic classes,
from Batanes to Tawi-tawi, from the
Filipinosin the deserts of the Middle
East to the Filipinos doing seasonal
work in areas near the Arctic, the
sentiment will be the same: Go, Go,
Rebuild Marawi City.

There is no single issue that
unites Filipinos more than the
need to rebuild places visited by
calamities. The cause— natural ot
man-made— does not matter, It
“is fiotimourcalture and tradition
o leave wrecked places, wrecked.

s

MIDWEEK
COMMENTS

it

RONQUILLO

building ravaged communities was

tested. There were divergent views
on the rebuilding strategy (see
the Kelvin Rodolfo-Jose Soriquez
dispute on how to handle the civil
engineering component), yes. But

on the need to rebuild, there was

2 firm consensus to rebuild the
devastated Central Luzon areas.
Even the anomalies that attended

the-rebuilding did-not slowdown. .
the rehab efforts.

caused the ruin of Marawi City
vest 2 special urgency to the re-
building effort.

From a personal realm, [ am
willing to give up my meager 585
pension (the only amount a sick

“ioatican spare) and contributerits

““to'the catise of rebailding Marawi
City. The public-private realm will
be just as supportive. More than
26 years ago, after the Pinatubo
eruption, the will of the publicand

Congressis
“awilling: partner

THe Tétonstriction ¢osts; of:
fictal corruption and all, have
been worth it, given the current
productivity of the lehar-swarnped
areas that were once considered
unredeemable wasteland.

Our Congress has many negatives.
in the public esteem, it ranks very
low and that low approval and

MARLEN Y,

immemorial. The Napoles scam,
as it unraveled, made the public
think the worst of Congress. But
even with its many negatives,

it-has one saving grace. Unlike
the parsimony of .congresses ..

in the developed world—think
of a Republican-controlied
USCongress that wants to cut
back health care to the poor and
cut taxes to benefit the Top 1
percent—thete is no such cruelty
in the mind-set of the Philippine
Congress, then and now.
Coming to the rescue of
calamity-visited areas has been
a bright, shining light of all
Philippine Congresses.

A the budgetary need of the

the D30 government plans to
ratse at least P30 billion, aze be-

‘ing planned for before 2018 to

shore up the Marawi rebuilding
fuirds. Given'the favorable envi-

_ ronment for state-issue bonds, a
P30 billion bond issuance will be

snapped Upin days.

An adequate budgetary
allocation will nudge
other sectors to chip in

The 2017 winner of the economic
Nobel, Richard 1. Thaler, made his
mark on his writing on." nudges.”
So what would * nudge” the private
sector, the multilateral institutions
and the donor agenczes/countnes

rebmldmg is P10 billion, a bipar-

“itisan;bicameralvote to provide.:

that P10 billion, will be there. A
vote for an additional expendi-
ture, should the original budget
run short, will also be there.
Fach and every member of Con-
gress is aware that the Philippines

oo s part.of the Ring.of Fire. Each and...
- every- member.operates. with.the .

particular mind-set that on the issue
of extending support to victims of
tragedies, the guiding principle is ”
no man is an island.”

“after the Fio
Congress. A large allocation from .

. to help in the cause of rebuilding
i Maram Citydes

The answer is the w1llmgnessfn.m
of the Philippine Congress to

‘take the lead in funding the reha-;

bilitation and rebuilding efforts.
The fiow of willing money from
the private sector and interna-
tional .aid institytions come
rst funiding tioves of

Congress will definitely push
these institutions outside of our
official government to also help

private sectors on the issue of re-  trust have been there from time Bond floats, through which - RonguilloAS
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and help gubstantially.-
" We saw that kind of support
* gystem after the Pinatubo eruption,
"ﬂleYoIandarebuﬂdmgworI{ and we
ly.see that in the Marawi.
reconstmcnon efforts. :

:" A Marshall Plan: like
= rebu:ldsng isa must

g 'The rebuﬂdmg of war- ravaged'
.. Western Europe ; after ‘World
i Wart 11 gothits: ‘hame from’
CiGeorge Marshally the chief:
~ proponent. The. 80“‘ Congress
“of the US allocated $13 billion
($132 billion today ) which-
was nsed for a comprehensive;
well-thought-out, well-executed
‘and well-managed rebuilding
and teconstruction plan. .
- .The pre-eminent role of Germa-
ny today as the lafgest and most
* diversified ‘BuTopean econscmy
would not have been possible
without the miracle work on Ger-
TRANY- of theMarshall BIaD.....comm e _
ing Marawi should
comprehtusw' andi i
thorough, not like the haif- baked,
insincere effort that was the Yolan-
da rehabilitation program. A
comprehensive rehab work will
“help limit the impact of the terror-
' 3sts propaganda and recruitment .
' iledyill: executed-pla :

" the clalm the governmem doe&
not care dbout Muslims and that
Muslim Mindanao will be better
off under a caliphate.

One last thing; The rehab efforts
should be free from political grifters
and opportunists who will always
try to lobby for their contractors,
suppliers and the rehab person-
‘nel. Professionals in, politicians
out. The success of the Marshall
Plan rested in part on the dedication ‘
and professionalism—and the Jong -
view—0f the globalists Ivy leaguers
who administered the Plan.

e =z = oy i o - . - . LERE meai ETEE E5
OFFICE OF T=E LAY DHIEF PUBLIC LETLIES - Emal a8C cache army 20025 pmaktor - 8 ne 02 5a5-0558 _acal SZbh, S2¥
g . ey T - e i Sar Nr The End
LT LR AT T SETIC [SENICS S, STt o HE EORR L =R B




LIRS ~ Emaill add: oacpa.af m}ZDQ@aman com-Teing fle:d

5450585 Logal 5285 5200

OFFICE OF THE ARWY CHIEF FUBLIC 77

&‘6 Cretober 2017

r"yr; B A TION S L;ﬁ[‘*"&i: W R TR

* for the opening of the school year in

June, Built around the concept of shared com- -

munity responsibility, it prepares the nation’s

- schoolrooms, facilities, and grounds, with the -
 help of the peop}e of the cemmumty mcludmg -

business and civic groups. They j JOIII ina'week
of actual physical work, repairing windows,

~pairting-walls; making-every efforttomake-the

surroundmgs conducive to learning by,

* edented scale. Marawi may be part of the Autono-

- s Region-of Musliti Mindanao (ARMM), which =
~ has its own régional secretary of education, but in-

“the wake of the massive destructmn 11; suffered in

'RIGADA Eskwela is the annual pro- -
" gram of the Depariment of Education
DepEd) to prepare the nation’s schools -

: iargerscale st

*In Marawi this month and the next, the rzgada o

‘Eskwela concept will be put tousebutf onan iinprec- - - :
- schools, Secretary Briones said, the DepEd isalso

social debriefing for teachers and students. A'first
: _batch of teachers attended a Psychelogzcali irg

-and all are mwted 0p.
-donations of construction’ matenals such as ce-
ment, lumber, paint, galvanized iron, and tools.

- And.it needs volunteers to help do the' work a§'in °

the usual Bmgada Eslﬂvela progects but ona much--

Aside from the damage to the scho
danger of improvised explasive devi :
have been left by the rebels and their Islamic State-

" cohorts in the buildings where they made theirlast

=gtamd: Thedangerposedbythese “bvobytraps”hadm= A

“As it assesses: the physzcai damage ;t0=the

considering other immigdiate needs; suchas psycho{"

- schools during the fighting between government
- forees and the Maute group.

The DepEd recovery plan - ‘;Emgada Eskwela

- 'saMarawi” —will focus on the physical repairofthe

" battered school buildings. Donor institutions are
-weleome to “adopt” a darnaged school.

© . “We are inviting the whole country,” Secretary

L.eonor Briones said. “It will be a national Brigada

"'restoration for all that was ‘destroyed in Maram s .

c IR ¢ : Y.

so many fronts, and the restoration of the school sys-
tem is of utmost importance. Thousands of students
were able to shift to other schools in Region 10, and
in other regions of the ‘country.'But the people of
Marawi are now returming to their homes and when
their children return to their schocls, these should
be safe from all possible danger and fully restored

as part of the rehabilitation of Marawi City.
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~ang mga temnsta S1gurad‘ng may mga naks:

i ANG tanoﬂg ‘ngayon; kailan Babawiim ang

‘Batas Militar sa Mindanag? Ang” hling dek:

- -larasyon i Pangulong Buterts ay mnanaﬁh
ana-hal

. EKSAICI‘ ONG !m:tang buwan ANDE mags- G
. mula ang Tabanan sa Marawi: City;: op;syal nang -
__ldmeklara ni Defense Secn

: - saAFP at DIND: tungkol difo, kaya atuIc» a
© Binigyan g pagkakataong Sumuko ang mga .1 ring miay Martial Law sa Mmdanyaop e y p
natirang terorista dahil napatay na ang kanilang " “May' dalawang buwan pa bago opisyal iz
e TR hderpem pinidi:paring: ’Iu}n_aban hanpgang: “TriatApos dip WiaTal Taw,! maliban na langlamg ™
88 katapusan ka}’& nakuha - pa]ajamgmgmuh ni PDu filg’r

. gigiig mahigpit sa kahu-
at pulis at-45 s1b11yaﬂ #ng napatay 8 hmang _Iugan ng Martial Law; ang riliter ang ‘namu-
birwang labanan; Ang danyos naman S8 SIYU- - muno sa pamﬂhalaan na ﬁ]a hmd1 naganap sa
dad ‘ry-aabuititi i bityunsbilydng piso. Mindanao.: : s

- Nagsimulana ring magbalikan ang:iang mpe’ " May mga nagtaianong panga kung ta]a—
smzdale sa-kartilang kampd-at $a kalaunan sz’ - gang kinailangan ang Martial Law: Gayuiman,
Kani-kanilang’ tmga pamitya. Hindi pa Tin tapos . kung wala nang dahilai, dapat ay hawiin at
ang mabaho ng ﬂﬂﬂg Slmﬁaiﬂ Kﬂﬂaﬂgﬂﬂpﬂnﬂg' ibalik na ang pamuriuno sa sibityan na- d- R
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Lorenzana turns over ADMM chairmanship to Singapore

By Christopher Lloyd Caiiwan Dctober 24, 20057 7B pr

(DND;} Secretary Delfin Lorenzana. chairperson of the 11th

CLARK, Pampanga -- Department of National Defense
ars’ Meeting (ADMIM) and 4th ADMM-Plus. handed over on

Association of Southeast Asian Nations Defense Minist
Tuesday ths event's chairmanship to Singapore.

Ng Eng Hen. | have the honor to hand over the chairmanship of the ADMM and ADMM
that we will be able to sustain and further enhance our defense cooperation

ave extended 1o us. and we look forward to the 12th
af ministers from 10 ASEAN member

“Your Exceflency Minister
Pius to Singapore. | am confident
under your leadership. We shall reciprocate the support you h
ADMM and 5th ADMM-Plus in Singapore next year.” Lorenzana said in front

states during the handover ceremony here.

{ orenzanz thanked his feliow ministers for making the Philippines’ chairmanship memorable with several "first
activibes neld for ine first time which included the convening o special ADMM Meesting on Countering Terrorism

ang Violent Extrerusm, which resulled 1o @ ministerial meeting about tnis when Marawi broke oul.

ve and it would not have been possible without the cooperation of
uch an event on such special occasion of ASEAN's
country. particularly in Marawi anc duties as

“indeed. this year's meetings have been producti
all my fellow defense ministers. it was a chatlenge to host s
50tk anniversary given the pressing security concerms in the
Seersiary of National Dafense.Lorenzana BRI

it the support and full cooperation extended by My

_under ADMM as well as seven years of collaboration with

ASTAN's 50th anniversary with enhanced defense cooperations towards & peaceful and siable region under the
theme. Partnering for Change and Engaging the World. | wish to express my appreciation for ali your suppori for

the Philinpines. ASEAN chairmanship. particularly for the 7 ith ADMM and Ath ADMM-Plus.” he added,
He said cooperation and new guidelines have heen enhancad withh the more than 10 years of defense cooperation
the Plus countries through ADMM-Plus.

~With & decade of defense cooperation behind us. we deemed ii fimely to take stock all initiatives under the
ADMM and came up with ways to streamline. rationaiize and synergize these initiatives together and aiong with

those under ADMM-Plus to ensure we do not duplicate our efforts. We have come up with parameters to
determine how 1o streamline ADMM-Plus Experts. Working Groups under the ADMM-Plus.” Lorenzana said.

The ADMM is the highest defense consultative and cooperative mechanism in the ASEAN.

H wae established in 2008. 1t aims io promote mutual trust 2nd confidence through greater understanding of
aefense and sacurity challenges. ag well ag enhancement of ransparency anc openness among 10 ASEAN
member states namety: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia. Indonesia. Lao PDR. Malaysiz. Myanmar, Philippines.

Singapore. Thailand and Vietnam.

The ADMNM-Pius dialogue pariners inciude Australia, China. Indiz. Japan. New Zgaland. South Korea. Russia anc

the United States. It was established in 2078, (PNAI
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China guarantees PH partnership on Marawi rehab

AT L LR e

By Joyce Ann Rocamora Ogtober 24, 2070 40 o7

MANILA - China. Ambassador to the Philippines. Zhao Jianhua on Tuesday said the country could find a
"nartner” in China as it begins the process of Marawi reconsiruction.

This, afier China handed over 47 units of heavy eguipment to the Philippines on Oct. 23 (Monday) for
the rehabilitation and rebuilding of the war-ravaged city.

"'m giad China is the first country to donate and deliver rehabilitation eguipment to the Philippines.
There is'a Chinese saying. that is, when you want to do something good,.then do it Himely." said Zhac in
a speech sent by the Chinese embassy to the media.

"These equipment arrived just at the time when the reconstruction of Marawi City is about fo begin. The
donation is timely and they are going to (be) put 1o use mmediately,” he added.

At the beginning of the campaign against Isiamic Staie-inspired terrorists, Zhao said China commitied to
siand together with the Philippines.

"it is not only because combating terrorism is the shared responsibility of all nations, but also, and more
importantly. that we are close neighbors, partners,and friends," he said. ‘ : .

China has defivered two batches of rifles and ammunition to the Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP}.

B8 perthe embassy, the third batch will be delivered in the first half of 2018, with total value of PHP800 . .

Cash donation for the purpose of humanitarian assistance provided by Beijing has reached PHPS5 .
millicon.

7hao congratulated the Philippine government. the AFP in particular, on the victory of its anti-terror

.campaign.in Marawi after. two key figures of the siege. Isnilon Hapilon and Omarkhayam Maute, were . - .

‘confirmed killed in-a military operation.

"It was a tough fight in an urban environment but through your determination and bravery. gallantry and
combat capabilities. you have proven yet again that terrorism can be defeated and wili be defeated.” he

szid.

"l am fully confident ihai unde: the wise lsadership of Presiden

reconstrustion of the Marawi City will be a complete success,” he noted.

nt Rodrige Duterte, the rehabilitation and

"In this important reconstruction process. you will have a friend and pariner,” he ended. (PNA]
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Australia to provide urban warfare training to PH troops
By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan and Ferdinand Patinio Drroper 24 2017, 241 pm

CLARK; Pampanga - The-Australian Defence-Force (ADF).would provide Filipine tropps urban warfare

training, Australian Defense Minister Marise Payne sald here Tuesday.

During the Philippines-Australia Joint Conference at the 4th ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting
(ADMM) Plus, a high-leve! regionat security forum among the regional bloc’s member states and other
countries. Payne said the ADF would deploy mobile training teams who would provide urban watfare
counter-terrorism training in the Philippines in the coming days.

She said the practical training the ADF wouid provide would ensure that Filipino troops would be more
equipped in countering brutal tactics by terrorists.

"Through our significant involvement in the Counter-Daesh campaign in Irag and Syria. Australia has
skills and knowledge that we can share with the Philippines’ Armed Forces," Payne told reporters.

Daesh is another term for the !slamic State (I1S).

“It s like made up of mopile training teams. approximately 80 in total. We wili g¢ 1c the appropriate
military bases as agreed with the Philippines’ Armed Forces and the Philippine Government, to provide
the urban warfare training to work with the army and the marines. The focus will be on conducting urban

operations.” she added.

The Royal-Australian Navy would atsor conduct-ship-visits to the Philippines thal would invelve 2 range. ot o
_cooperative activities to help build the Philippine Navy's capacity, Payne said. noting that this _ '

* cooperation would begin with Hext mMonth's Visit of aft Australian patrol boatsres

She also confirmed that Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana had agreed to a new range of measures
that would strengthen the two countries' cooperation tC ensure that the Philippine Armed Forces would

he able to face the challenges posed by modern-day terrorism.

__“As part of the increased cooperation. we have also agreed fo work together lo enhence intefligence, -
~gurveillance-and reconnaissance in the southern Philippines; strehgthen information-sharing = e

arrangements: and enhance maritime security engagement and bilateral maritime patrels.” the
Australian defense minister said,

Australia and the Philippines wouid also co-host a multiagency civil, military and law enforcement
seminar on post-confiict rehabilitation efforts later this year, she said, adding that this would focus on

isssone from past operations and international anc locai civil-military-police expertise that would beef up -

et

the Filipino troops’ ability to combat terror threats in the tong run.

For his part, Lorenzana weicomed the partnership between Manila and Canberra on the extensive
Defence Cooneration Program that provides the mechanisms for military support. intelligence sharing.

and people-to-peopie exchanges.
“Minister Payne and | discussed various programs and activities aimed at strengthening the defense

cooperation between the twe countries. particularly the possibility of visiting combat training facilities in
Australia for some members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines {(AFP}, as well as information
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sharing, maintaining peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific region, the growing security concem in the
Korean peninsuia, and finalizing mutual agreements between the two countries.” he said.

The defense chief said Australia had aiready offered to provide training based on the Philippines’ needs
and Australia’s capabilities. including airspace coordination, urban warfare. and maritime operations.
“While we need the troops now for the training on urban warfare. we aiso need to build & capacity 0.
train our froops. 8a the program that we aré goifg to do inthe futureis io build-our-urban-fighting
centers,” he said.

Lorenzana expressed his gratitude to the Australian government for providing invaluable support to the
4FP's operations against the Maute Group. particularly on increasing operational and situational
awarsness in the conflict area by providing surveillance planes to help our troops on the ground.
“Truly. the fight aga?iis‘@lobai tarror cannot be addressed by one colmiry aione. anc'we are very much
appreciative of Australia’s support for our counter-terrorism program.” he said. -

“Together with Minister Payne, | am confident that the Philippines and Austratia wil! continue 1o
strengthen our defense cooperation for the mutual benefit of the two countries.” Lorenzana said. (PNA)
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Kintanar assumes top PAF post Tuesday

AN AT LIE ey
LSS PO

By Priam Nepomucene Tioivns 24 2077 14001

MANILA -- L1, Gen. Galileo Gerard Kintanar, Jr.. 2 member of Philippine Mititary Academy Class of 1985, will
be assuming command of the Philippine Air Force during short ceremonies in Clark Airbase, Pampange
Tuesday afternoon.

He will be replacing Lt. Gen. Edgar Fatlorina. a member of PMA Class of 1982, who will be retiring from
the service after reaching the mandatory retirement age of 56.

President Rodrigo Duterte will be leading the change-of-command and retirement ceremonies.
Kintanar is described by his peers as silent worker, strategic thinker and an expert pilot,

He also served as Western Command head, which is headguartered in Puerto Princesa. Palawan, prior
to his selection as PAF chief (PNA)

Prelate expresses mixed emotions on end of Marawi siege

S I T APGED e
IS R T

By Ferdinand Patinio Gownsr

MANILA - Marawi Bishop Edwin
=igyerationsimdbe Gty

"l am happy that the siege is over and people can go back to their respective places. The rehabiliiation of the
city can proceed at e dizzying pace nopefully.” Dela Pefie said in a statement issued Monday night.

On the other hand. the Catholic prelate said that he felt bac for the residents who were left homeiess by the
war.

iGad also becauss there is practically ro house 6 6o home 1o for the Marawi residents. including us at St -

Mary's Cathedral. It's going to be traumatic for some 0 see their former homes uninhabitable.” the Marawi
hishop said.

On Monday. government forces terminated all combat operations in Marawi City after confirming the death of
the last members of the Maute Group that had laid siege to the city.

This marked the end of the five-month conflict that began May 23. (PNA)
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Intel appreciation could have cut short Marawi campaign: Aho

By Priam Nepomuceno CTioisher L& 2077
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MANILA — If there is anything that the military could have done differently in the five-month battie fdr t'he
liberation of Marawi City against the Maute Group terrorists, it would be in intelligence appreciation.

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio made this statement when
asked on what particular adjustments the military could have made to shorten or made the Marawi City

campaign less costly or prolonged.

Around 920 terrorists were killed since the campaign in Marawi City started in May 23 while 165 troopers
made the ultimate sacrifice in the course of the five-month campaign.

"Siguro yung tinatawag nating appreciation sa inteligence information. marami nang mga dumating na
information but we're busy running after terrorists in Sulu (and) Basilan in Maguindanac. so nagkulang
tayo ng appreciation ne this bunch of Maute-ISIS holed somewhere in Butig and Piagape. they did the

unthinkable which is occupy Marawi. vun nagkulang iavc s& appreciation.  he saic.

And if they have time to do this. Afio said the AFP could have prepared and deployed more troops and
equipment to counter the terrorists aside from employing commanders skiflfui in the use of intelligence
and deveioping assets in the conflict area. (PNA)

- o

WMANILA - With the decisive defeat of the Maute Group terrorists in Marawi City, lawless elements will be
forced to think twice before occupying another city or town in the Philippines. , ‘

This was emphasized by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP ) chief-of-stafi Gen. Eduardc Afo i an
) 3 P

interview Monday.

nYWith & total of 920) terforists killed since the start of the campaign
occupying ancther city or town.” he said.

Government troops killed in the five-month fighting stands at 165.

Despite these losses. Afio said the AFF feels very happy as the job to liberate Marawi City has been
compieies successluily.

With this. the job of allowing the families dispiaced by the fighting and rehabilitation and reconstruction of
facilities and homes damaged by the war can now start. he added.

"We can now proceed with the next phase. makakabalik na yung inga kababayan natin sa Marawi, (Our
fellowmen can now return o Marawi.)" the AFP chief emphasized.

Also. the fighling in Marawi City has also served ag a wake up sali to all Filipinos that {o defeat tarrorism,
cooperation is vital from everyone in the community. (PNA}
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