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| abzlog' Over wealz‘k

ByJENN!FER RENDON '. :

TLOILO CITY - On leave and said fo be out
of the country after being linked to drugs by
President Duterte, Mayor Jed Patrick Mabilog

" has been ordered dismissed by the Office of the
'Ombudsman for “serious dishonesty” in connec-

tion with his ”unlawful acquisition of wealth.”

- Mabﬂog hled aleave of”

Piad gatd the mayor“has:

1p01 €01

P
feasons. He later ﬁl&d for .
2 30-day extension of h1‘~

“sick leave

- On Wednes'da}é Du—_.
ferte concluded. }%15 e

-a-.-‘ma'ns as Well as M bﬁ
~ own drug links with the

words, “You're next.”
The President did not sav
what he meant exactly.
In a 13-page decision,
the ombudsman also or-
dered the cancellation of
Mabilog’s civil service
eligibility, forfeiture of

retirement benefits and

perpetual disqualification
from public office.
His spokesman Mark

C udsimdls 6

bilog has not vet received
a copy of the decument
signed by ombudsman -

pmcecu";on officer Rachel

dang on Oct o

“We didn't expect that
the ombudsman would
not appreciate the evi-
dences we presented
Piad said.

it was former Iloilo
provincial administrator
Manuel Mejorada who
filed the charges against
Mabilog.

Mejorada accused

Turn te Page 6
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et worth was mamfest}y disproportion-:
ate” to his income as a public 0ff1c1al and- e
LR Rt . constitutes unexplained wealih.: T
ministrator based his com< . In his 2013 SALN, Mabilog reported' e
plaint against Mabilog on the “the puichase of a resxdenﬁai lot for P67
ton of the law on the filing of latter s SALN.. - million, unspecifi vestments of P2.6:
statement of assets; habxhﬁes' .+ The 'complainant alleged - million and ownership of cash and cash”
and net'worth (SALI\_T; : that the almost P9-million equivalents ainounting to over P6 million
The former pmvmaal adw-" mc,rease in the respondent’s - Mabilog’s 2013 SALN showed anetworth-'-
. . = of over P68 million.
g InthOlZSALN ported a net S ——
“worth of P59.3 million. This means that
_within a year, Mabilog’s niet worth in-
creaned by P8.9 million, Me;orada added.
- Even with his businesses and invest
ments, Mabilog could: not have raised.
“encugh cash to purchase 664 s square me-
~ tersresidentiaj property and | acquirenew
e ~ investnents, Mejora .
‘Mejorada also. noted that | abziog dzd
- not state in his SALN his. wife's work as:
“a comptroller in‘Caniada The' mayor's:
-wife, Mejorada clalmed -could not have '
amassed such huge amount of money
from her job in Canada Where taxes are

“From Page 1"

Mabﬂog of h1dmg the true'
sources of hisincome; inviola-

“high, “unless respondent can present

proof that his wife’s income is sufficient

+ to accumulate wealth.” :
Inhis 2012 SALN, Mejorada noted that
* Mabilog reported a bank loan in Canada-

for P21,587,615, 11sted as P21,133,600 in

' his 2013 SALN.
i The decrease, the complamant noted
i -"deﬁeq fmanmal IOSIIC ” especiallv since

rHausDonuts.and Globe }aim Mo

The ombudsman dismissed for lack of

. sufficient evidence the charge of grave
misconduct against Mabilog in connec-

tion with ‘his appointment of business
pariner Patrick Allan Sy as his “executive
assistant for dengue concerns” as well as

his alleged use of his position to secure

favors for lloilo One Esplanade.
Counter-affidavit

.- In a counter-affidavit, Mabilog dis- -
. missed the charges as malicious and
" conjectural with no solid basis. :
He explained his family was already

considered well off prmr to his joining

public office. :
Mabilog insisted it was his business

acumen that helped him spearhead the -
development of loilo City into a bustling .
“eenter.

- His wife's salary alone - at Cad$200,000

; Me;orada believed Lhat the loan was
" meant to make'it appear responident’s
.. net worth was smaller than it really was;:
- He also noted that Mabilog has fi- -
.. nancial interests in Mega Pacific Food .
' .-berwces Inc., One Esplanade Realty, floilo =
. inCanada: Mabil

_would allow them to hve a comfortable
and even opulent Jife, the mayor said.
Mabilog said his and his wife’s prop-

“erty holdings and investments were all

properly enumerated iri his SALN. He
stressed an increase in net worth doeshot

" necessarily mean an increase in income.

-Buf.the.ombudsman, said. the, burdep s

o ATl

nf rrarine that AL LITAA

Mabilog failed to rebut the assertionis of

unlawful wealth, the bmbudsman added.”

The ombudsman hoted that Mabilog
justified the increase in his net worth by

cmng ‘his.several ‘businesses as wéll- A8

his wife’s huge income as a'comptroﬂer _

il

. 5 ge' “ests disclosed in his SALNs:
- Commzssmn (S‘EC\ records Mabllog :

- --ownis 30 percent share in the capital stock -
_of Iloilo One Esplanade.

‘Mabilog hit the headlines in September
after Duterte tagged him in public as a

- drug protector, with links to slain sus-
- pected drug lord Melvin Odicta Sr. .

An assassin killed Odicta and his Wlfe
at Caticlan port in August last year. . .

On Wednesday before a gathering of
Southeast Asian lawyers and diplomats,
Duterte again accused Mabilog of in-
volvementi in the drug trade, even tefling
the mayor, “you're next.” o

It was apparently an ominous re-
minder to0 Mabilog of the fate that befell
Odicta and mayor Rolando Espinosa Sr.

‘of Albuera, Leyte

Mabilog’s spokesman Piad said

Duterte’s continuied threats were aggra- -—-

- vating the mayor's health condition. But . :
he admitted Mabilog’s extension of his —

leave was now more of a security precau-
tion than a medical initiative,

Piad said they would exhaust all Iega}
remedies to counter the dismissal order.
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By Julius N. i&@ﬁ@%‘% ' _ iriterest from leaving the country unti thev can
and Aﬁgg@ @ ggﬁ%@g' : R 'weoure a travel clearance.

v Divina is among the fratermtv members and
trstees facing charges of hazing, p@rgur},'_
obstruction of justice and murder before the DoE

~The-UST. law deands.

hnmigf’aﬁon m“f;r‘eb in m} mtematmﬂai porﬁs '
_haye been alerted to the possible escape attempt
of University of ‘van‘ie Tam?ﬂ { LS’F; r'ml Jaw dean

eonnection Wﬂh tﬂe Horamo “Atm" f‘aqtﬂlo 11 CIRSU LY GUTIGL Peil ) e
- L Agulrre also -included former Isa,bela Rep-

h_z_zzmg case. | " Bdwin Uy and UST Facuity of Civil Law professor

- Jusiice Secretary Vitalians A Agpirre 3 issued & - uhriel Robeniol, both members of the .Xegls Juris
sbx-page ummgratmn lockout bufletin order (LBQ) fratermw board of trustees. :

“yesterday indtriveting the Bureau of Immigration A s :
art fz om }’szn m ium Eebemal ali Iam
.{BI) to block the anwdem;ﬁed Dersons ol b * . ;
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partners and trustees of the
fraternity, those placed in the LBG
vesterday are Alex Bose, Alex
Cairo, Alexander Flores, Allan
© Christopher Agati, Alvin Dysangoo,
. Arnel Bernarde, Arthur B. Capili,

sgitt he romains
committed to ceoperaiing with
anthorities in the ongeing
investizations inte the hazing
incident, expressing confidence
¢hai hie name will eventually be
cleared from the allegations of
Cover-ip.

Arthur Capill. Atty. Alston Kevin
Anarng, Aity. Cecilio Jimeno, Atty.
Cesar Gaba dela Fuente, Atty,
Cesar Ocampe Ona, Atfy. Edze!
Bart Canlas. Atty. Ferdinand
Rogelio, Atty. Gaile Dante Acuzes

A

{araan. Atty, Heary Pablo Jr. Al

“det-deta Pena-Villavoman, Atty.

Manuel Ventura JIL Atty, Marv
Abo, Atty. Michael Vito. Atty, Nino
Qervanez, Brian Bangul, Cesar
Tirel, Chuck Sisear, Edric Pilapl}
Pmmanuel Velasco, Gabricl
Robeniol, Henry Pablo Jr. kari
Matthew Villanueva, Kim Cyrill
Rogue, Leanert Bryan Galicia. Lew
Lalugis, Luiz Eapulorg Mansr
Venturs., Michael Josepd
Wernandez, Nathan Anarna. '
Ce, Paulino Yusi, Robin Ramis,
Romeo Rivers Laboga, Ronald
Cheng. RR Maghuhos, Saim
Cagalingan. Vicente Garcis.
Willj inie, and Zach
;. Abolencia, Zach /

eanwRiTe T Une T alve

ineinded a dead person, Tormer
Mealaye newspaper reporier and
Gavite provincial prozecutor
Fmmanzel Velasco, who passed
awar in 2013,

Seught for ceomment, Dod
spukeaman Erickson Baimes saids

swe dontt know i he’s dead .

already. Batter sale than seape.”

The order was ssued in lght
of the testimony of farmer Aegis
Juris officer Mare Anthony Ventira
whe appeared to have turned his
pack on his Travernity brothers
after coming forward &5 state
witnoss in the afteged faral hazing
of Horsolo,

Vantura broks the fraternity’s
omnerts when he sesified against

his fraternity brothers before the
Dol and Mational Buresu of
Investigation (NBI) officials,
de

tailing how Horacio was
il

shused-daring-lour
mivad faslinge nf vediaf and agnn:

development.

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, chair of
the committee on public order and
lead in the Senatk probe on the
Castillo case, said they have
aiready scheduled the third public
hearing on Monday, Nov. 6 to
possibly wrap up the inguiry and

introducethe pertinent legislation,

that will provide needed testh to
RA 8049 or the Anti-Hazing Law.

1+ is their. hope that
amendments to the jaw will avoid
future deaths of physical harm on
voung people like Castitle, he
sald.

T A fo Ventutd terhing inte a

state witness, -Senaters Juan
Miguel “Mige” Zabirt and Joel
Villanueva, said it's a welcome
development to the case and brings
justize for Castille.one step closer.

Lacson szid §i's stilt 2 long way
te go hefore justice is finally
served to Castillo

“In any erimingl investigation
and trial, the details of the fruth
always 4Gd up to the credibility
of a testimony. Ventura's
ngrration of events that led to
Atio's hazing to death has provided
exactly that.
‘Sadly, I.can.only. imagine

[T 3 e PR R I R S R
National Bureau of Investigaticy
(NBI) officials of the Aegis duris
members and trustees’ flights.
ftinerarios ang whereebouts sh uie

“thev pttempt to leave the country.-

sCengidering the gravity of ©

offense allegedly committed, thete
i5 8 5L7 it} '

to place themsclves beyond the
reach of the legal progesses by
leaving the country,” Agnirre saic.

In & statement, Diviie
lamanted kis inclusion in the LB
ag “an sndoriunate hut not encirely
anexpecied development,” Insisting
that he has no Hability over te
hazing case 45 be has "no prioy
actual knowiedge” of the insivent.

“Neversheless, 1 will eomply
with whatever order the Dod mey
issuc. In faci, | jusi came fron
two overseds husiness frips o
hoth oses, T had to cut shert iy
frip and adjust my nehedule to be
shie 1 attend fo Bounale
commitiee anpd Dof hearings”

DHvina smd,

{hat-% g

“following individuals may aitemp:

st the Deod Main Bujlding on
Tuesday as his frefernits brothers
whe wers fagged as suspacly were
filing their respeciive counter

alfidavits during a prefiminary

imestigazien ab vhe Dod Forum
hudlding,

NeeeTaLE torsguirre;Yentula,
i -IaTan ity farmerssecretary; s -

willing to face resignation or
expulsion from the fraternity for
his actions.

The eriminal complaints filed
against Aegis Juris {raiernitly
members tagged in the initiation
sires believed to have led to
Horacio's dealth are pending a
prolimiary investigaiion vl the Dud.

Case to speed up with Veniura

as state witness

The deeigion of one of the
guspects in the hazing death of
stilbe, Venturs, o furnk into a
sute wikness is seen to expedite
she resolntion o7 the case.

Fuen the he in b henate
on the case ir oseen {o be

axpedited with 1his Tatest

©ofEt

theough right now

“have experienced the same ordeal
~when-they.jun

pass in pain,” ¢

wach peddie whavk each punch
and each candle way drip had built
into deathly blows from which 1o
one could have emevged a whele
person physically emotionally and
mentaily. Atio (Castilio) was a.
whole man before he underwent
fzing, and caze o o i a hroken

i Zubiz

“The pang of o0
thin line that separaies mes from
heasts, Young Mare (Ventura) gives
me hope becanse his yvounf -
conseience made hirs tell the yrath
and fres himse!! from the sinister
eode of silencs e cover up the

- crime-within the wally-of Lthe Asgis.

Jvris der called the Library” he
said.

Venturs is the second Aegls
Jvris member who spoks on the
Lilling of Castillo, afer John Pani
Solane, 2 medical technologist not
currently enrolled at the
University of Santo Tomas,

it muat feee been a bettle that
are (Ventura) fought in his mind
and heart thraugh alf these days
while the Senate investiguted, his
frat brods led sncé lawyers
conjured smokeserecns 0 save
their skine. [ note with high regard
that he fight from being

- how they hate
to henr what they have wanted to
know,” he said.

“Having said that, the manner
by which the initiation rites were
conducted, both prefiminery and
final eould shoek even those wha

fraternities,” Lucson added.

Ventura had voluntarih
submitted himself to th
Department of Justice accompanied
by his mother and lawyer,

He submitied 4 statement vhat
parrated events and specific aus
about morc mewmbers and non-
merabers of AegisJuris fraternity
who played thsir voles In the
September 17 incident tha
resuited in the killing of Adlo
Castille.

“The narration rendered oy
Ventura showed ihe Jrat brady
were relentless in inflicting pain
and injury. What they did were not
svatholic acts of initialinh 1016
brotherhood or tests of charastey

L

CVentura,

1o he part of the light instead s
the dark Hes,” Zubir sajd.

Villanueva said hic expects
Ventura's camp to subimit his and
other affidavits, which were
submitted foothe Daloie be
mifilee

fipnished 1o the Sui

aternity
BEnDEiy, W inaon of

ware he

boof Cestitio
Bept. 1%

€7 g disgasies and shogked
a5 the same Line as 1ase ars guys
whnd are sumpagedic eur fnture
defendare of the e When is o0
mich wo mueh? e senator said,

Villanueve ihis jptest

1

develmment in

Y

sl $280 Lrnes P procecdings In
the Senate and help in serving
justice fo Camtilie and come up
with remedial messores that wili
providge more feeth te she Anti-
Hazing Loe.

i
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| SuspecteNPA |
rebels torch truck

ing 1,402

i

L

BUTUAN CITY - Some i5 fully
armed men believed 10 be members
of New People’'s Army (NPA), armed
wing of the Communist Party of the
Philippines (CPP) torched a truck fully
loaded with 1,462 boxes of bananas last
Wednesday in Barangay Banahao,
Lianga, Surigao de! Sur, a flash report
reaching the police regional headguat-
ters on Thursday said.

sz Th e driver and helper of the tz‘_uck

¥ Tormad Auring the inaident,

police station.. . _ S
. The Bureau of Fire Protection’
(BFP) in Lianga contained the blaze
‘after an hour at around 1:38pm. ~.
- Initial investigation conducted by

the Liangapoli
. - Phili

the incident. o

. . “Upon reaching the aforementioned
place, said van was flagged down by more or
Tess 15 fullyarmed men believed to be amern-
' berofSentro e Grabedad (SDG) platoon -
" dercertainak.a. Dindo’ and Tulong Wagdos,
4 ka. “Tuloy’, fired and burned the container
vanusing their long firearms severaltimes,”
the Lianga police report stated.

After the incident, the perpetra-

tors immediately withdrew towards
| northwest direction in Sitio Huwangan,
. Barangay San Isidro.
; Responding Lianga police person-
" nel recovered from the crime scene
| ceveral fired cartridge cases of M16 Ar-
- malite vifle, M14 rifle and AK47 rifie,

- Ag of press time, elements of the
Philippine Army’s 75th Infantry Battal-
jon and Lianga police are still in pursuit
of the perpetrators.

O Ernaboantl Caubi 80
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Magkaangkas sa bike todas sa Army truck

: LEGAZPf CITY, Albay
- 'Nalasog ang katawan hg
- i7-anyos na rider at kanyang
kaangkas makaraang sumai-
pok ang kanilang motorsikio
sa kasalubong na military
truck ng Philippine Army sa
~kahabaan ng Maharlika High-
‘way sa Barangay Malabog
sa bayan ng Daraga, Aibay
kahapon ng umaga.

. Patay agad ang mga bikfi-
mang sina Daniet De Castro,

sogtiver-ng-molorsikio (41478

patu

ng Brgy. Nagotgot, Manito:: .
< - Bumnuko naman ang driver
‘ng Army truck {SKN-489) na st
-Cormporal Rey Alepanto ng:Ki-
dapawan City, North Cotabata, -

Sa pahayag ni P/Senior

Insp. Ma. Luisa Calubaquib;

spokesperson ng Camp

‘Simeon -Ola, lumilitaw na
‘nag-overtake ang motorsikio
ng dalawa sa sinusunidang

sasakyan sa kahabaanhing

Chighway nang makasalpu-
kan.nito.ang military.ruck.na

ng Pili, Camarines Sur.

Ang nasabing truck ay
-maghahatid sana ng mga
kagamitang mula sa Ma-
rawi City nang maganap ang

-sakuna. Jorge Hallare

' EU}, ng Brgy. Sumlang, Ca-

ngong kampong SthDivi--
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MARAW! HEROES HAILED - Philippine Army's'cbut'-kangers who fought in Marawi City are as]
Davao City residents yesterday. (Kelth Bacongco) : SRR :
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*of Maute terrorists ‘hae been named Department of the tand Local
éad of the deparment that han ] sovernment (DILG) vy sonhis retire-:
risdiction over the police. ' 'meni vesterday aschief of. the Armed

‘Gen. Bduardo Afio received lus “Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
. President Duterte announced his

By ALEXis ROME‘RO and JAEME -
LAUDE - S '

The rmhtarv ch1e£ credlted for
liberating Marawi from the clutches new appointment-as secretary of the

_appointment of Afio to the

UDILG at the turnover cer-
emonies for new AP chief
Lt Gen. Leonardo Guerrero
at Camp Aguinaldo.

s }5ut A.I"l() g actua} assu’mp--‘ .

TTT

Lall Uiy e pP e
fromy; the date of his retire-
“ment in accordance w1th
“law. Duterte said. .
. Duterte’s marchmg or-
“deie +0 1ie nevw AFP chief is
o destrov ail w eaponk]efLm

“in his more than three-de-
cade stint in the military.
“He would head the De-
- partment of the Interior and
Local Government. But while
he is prohibited from assum-
ing the task for one year —
and that is the law, from the
military service to the civilian
‘sector, vou have to wait for
one vcal,” Duterte said.
“Fither he takes the title
of Special Assistent tc the
. President or undersecretary,
whichever is tenable legally.
And ke will now supervise
_ the Philippine National Po-
lice, together with (DILGT
" officer-in-charge) general
*(Catalino) Cuy,” he added.
- "General f‘mn s distin-
e griighed leadership resulted k
=0 AFTAR in a stronger AP that did °

l




- e
[ e

e e not just secure our nation, but also that we are also able to meet the chal-

e e

‘secured our people’s trust-and con-
fiderice in the military establishment
and the soldiers that: it represents,”

the President said.

. The DILG has direct supervision

iiDuterte said the

aver-the Philippine National.Police.

(PNP), which was recently pulled out

reports of gross abuses that included
the execution of teénagers.
Ao will also-have jurisdiction
over: Management

Dt - liberation of
Marawi was the “crowning jewel” of

- Afio’s career. -

- #Ag General Afio "leé.\.\'_f'e's .behind

this legacy and marches towards

his final review of our troops, 1 am

" confident that the AFP will sustain
 its gains because of the organizational

and capability upgrades
initiated -during his
teniure,” the President
stressed.

ClLLiLl.lDlleul .UJ, i

and sea assets, state-0f-
the-art communications
and-the intelligence-
gathering equipment

““and ‘the latest miilitary

e the destruc-
tion of firearms seized
in Marawi, recently
liberated from Islamic
State-linked terrorists
Abu Sayyaf and Maute
TOUP- g

“1 will now request
the Chief of Staff Gen-
eral Guerrero to super-
vise the destruction of
a1l arms, whether high-
powered or hand guns,
all of it will be destroyed
in some place to show

Jenges of terrorism and

ot thewar on illegal drigs following ...not refurn to rebels and criminals.

d  them,” Lorenzana said
Cinterview. .o
o He said the militar

£3 T 1 T

riglence,”

Duterte said. CELE
. Defense Secretary Delfin Eorenza-

nasaid the President was referring to
‘the close to 1,000 firearms recovered
in Marawi. He said the directive

wotild ensure that the firearms would

-~ “Gometimes, if yout keep the fire-
afms-in the armory, they end up
going back to the streets and to the
criminals. We might as well destroy

would.also
destroy the more than 2,000 firearms

“ecovered in more than 800 clashes -

with various armed groups:
The destruction of the terrorists’
firearms was Duterte’s first instruc-
tion to Cuerrero as the new chief of
+he 125,000-strong armed forces.
Guerrero was a graduate of Philip-
pine Military Academy clasg of 1984
and a former Eastern Mindanao Com-
mand chief. i
Guerrero wilt only serve as mili-
tary chief for less than two months

since.he.will reach the mandatory

“a chance

rotiiprmont noe nf 56 in December.

the pféro

toro's stint as arimed forces ‘chief:

the military chief. L
“We have martial taw. That is

“a good reason for the President to
_extend (the term of) whoeveristhe

chief of staff,” the defense chief said.
' he could not specu-
diextend Guers

When asked if he is in favor of
extending Guerrero’s tour of duty,
Lorenzana said: “Yes. What can Gen-
eral Guerrero do in two months? Fer-
haps his tour of duty can be extended
s0 he can perform his duty.”

“He just assumed, why immedi-
ately discuss the extension?” National
Security Adviser (NSA)Hermogenes
Esperon Jr., himself a former AFP
chief under then president and now
Pampanga Rep. Gloria Arrpyo, said
when asked i Guerrero’s term would
be extended.

ga‘:i{ré t'b:eXtend thetermof
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Newly retived Armed Forces of rhie
Philippines Chisf if Staft Bduardo Adio, who
Wil assurie the Teadership of the Department
of Interior and Local Gavernment (DILG) in
2018, may be i’;ack in government service in
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&gt

command ceramonies for newlv fnst
of staff L, Gen, Hay Léunardo Guvy

“pither he takes the title of Syeual
Agsistant 1o the President or’ the

Undersecretary, w ulehem‘ s tonable iwall;
And ne will fiow supervise the Philippine:

Hational Police, together with a¢ t.mg DELG
Secretarv Cataline Cuy,” he added.
Afio was suppused to retire early bdck in

’) FIVE O': THE AR?J‘ u‘u[ir Fd i ArFAiP\V Emeai adid: oacre ar

General Afo will head the ( }IJ..(:J

“while he is prohibited from assmnmg the pust

for one yoar (under the Iaw), 56 I am offering
pither of the two pnsts), “the Commander-in-

_Chief said in the AFP chief of staff change of

i—=

xt job, "'-.-atccbrdi'ng to President

5-,' P

v

iitier (6 Tead thie DILG:He stayed-onwhenthe

“The erowning jewel of his impressive
parect is none nthcr than the Batste for the

Na

his “erowning jews!"isthe hbpmt;nn of Maram :

Fern io pags.?

meil.com~ Teing, (u &4 955‘2 Local‘ 318:\ 5203
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Liberation of Mardwi; which®
resulted in the neutralization of’

simost a chousand IS-nspired

ingurgents that inglude highvalue. -
targets being (hunted) around the.

world,-Mr.-Duterte said. ...

rebuild Marawi fram the liands'of =

islamist bandits. | :
Guerrero, for his pari, vowed
i0 use the full might of the 125,000
strong military to.quash terrorist
and eommunrist groups.
In his assumption speech,
Guerrero said in gratitude fo Mr.

Dwterte’s trust and confidence, he -
will render his selficss leadership of
{he AFP in pursuit of the Commander-

in-Chief’s marching orders,
Mr. Duterte presided over ihie

Khn 18 tHe-chief implementer:~
of fartial law i Mindanaoin the
gavarment’s, bid %o recover and --adcr _
“¢hallenges. We will revisit our war:

‘i Guerreroalse vowed . 10
" gagressively iniplement the AFP

pnoilérnization program. - particwarly
" the aequisition of longrange and high
endutance unmanned systems and
modern air and naval platforms for,
Cgirategic’ ift, imterdiction.
_surveillance and reconnaissance. .
e Wil e
choElmprove our..capability .to

will'e

nerationally,
sddress current and -futare

fighting doctrines t0 consider new

“hattlelield environments and

subsequently frain and squip ouwr
soldjers to operate in the same”
he stressed,

In his velinguishment speech,
Afio reiterated his recognition of
the Filipino trocps, particnlarly

_those who fought in Marawi City
for five months against Isiamic

State-inspired terrovists,
A member of the Philippine

e A ALY e (P IA S
Cm ieee AF 1004

of peace and secihirity are clear,
finish the rematning terrorist
4roups, nentralize the comrvunist

“insurgenty threat-and sapport law ...
ontireemens sgenicies in efforts.

awless armed-groups, sald

the AFP to make this a reality, the
perseverance, sacrifices and hard
works of our troops have brought
golid resules in winning the peace
Caging usicloser to the
people...our labor pontinues as we
build on these victories. Together,
let 1s do better, werk harder, fight
. smarter and serve vur countrymen
. even more,” he added.

retirament age of 56 on December
17 2017 The Cormanderin-Chiet,
nowever, has the prerogative to
extend an AFP chief.
@Guerrerc is the third AFP
chisf appointed by Mr. Duterte in
the fast 17 monldis..o o

ondis g

mptiondr 2006, the ...

Visaya, who served as AFP chief
from July to December 2016,
Visaya was sueeeeded by Afio, who
served only for 10 monibs.
Guerrero is & seasoned field

cominander whe once headed the
Army's 8rd Infantry Division~
commander, the 70lst Infantry
Brigade. nnd the Task roroe [ravao.

Hes zlso sarved as Army chief of staff,

cesidentrappointed:Bicardo. ... -
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I’RESiDENT Rodrigo

Dutertesaidthe next job - .

:of mewly retired ‘Armed
‘Forces chief General Ed-

uardd ARG Is to “super- .

vige ‘the police.”

“Hewilltakethe titleof

special assistant to the
: president or undersecre-
tary, whichever js tenable

legally,” Duterte said at

the ‘AFP ichange-of-com-
mand Leremonyyesl:erdav

This i§ consistent with
his statement in August

N

ateof the Pl'uhppme Ml
fary ‘Academy c}aqs of
'.1984
. ”Gen Guerrers is ane -
L pf thie most qualified con-
“tenders,” Afo said.

Afic previously said’
the AFP Board of Generals
had submitted the names
of four three-star generals -
to President Rodrigo ] Du- :
ferte lagt week. . :

Guerrero was’ w1de1y o
believed tohave beenDu=
. terie’s pick to replace.
former AFP chief Ricardo

as'a’ seruor alde imder

e

“Afio’s leadership resull-
ed {in] @ strohger Armed
Forces,” adding that “the
crownmg jewet :Of Aho's
career is the hbemt:on of

- Niarawi;’

that he will appom{ Afio -

Duterte wants o ap- -

point Afio.asSecretary of

arfmentofthen:

“niarned Army Lieutenant

“Visaya, who retirediast *

Afio was supposed to . appoiniment, e
retire garly back in fune to Reports said that Guer-
fedd the DILG. Hestayed,  rery'stermwouldbeetfend--

: onwhenthewarmMaram. ed ‘heyond his schedled
“ertipted. i 'retiremezxtmDecembéf .

The Président - has h’lhlsvoungerveatsm..:....... S
the Army, Guerreroialso:
--gotl‘ubbngade comimand -
D) rital:

Gen, Rey %..eonardo Guer- ;.

~+teriorand Loeal Govern-
ment (DIEG) but a legal
restriction prevents him
from appomnting newly
retived officers to civilian
offices for & pericd of one

.Davao City-based East-

assigned o the Presn:len :
" tial Seturity Group under
former premdent Gloria
Macapagal-Atroyo. .
EWontano

emnMindanao Command,
thehometown of President
Duterte. He'was a gradu-

Bs B .
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_ By Jn&m Paclo Bencito

THE Just-retzred Armed Forces chief
‘Gen. Eduardo Afio would stillbe .

. G appomted as the next Interior secretary,
President Rodrigo Duterte said Thursday, but
would still be appointed as special assistant

Lb

sion ot Appointments,
No retired .or resigned
military officer or police
official'may be appointed
as seeretary  within one-
year from the date of his
retmmén T res1gnat1c>n ”

“But: while he ‘is pro-
- hibited from assumingthe
. task for one vear, that is
i the Jaw .

‘ the title of special assis-
. tant to the Presxdent or the

e 9
Duterte sald ina speech at
Camp Aguinaldo.
“General Affo, you are
always welcome to report

maybe tomorrow, I will wait’

" for you,” he said.

Duterte said Afio would
soon supervise the Philip-
pine National Police with
- Cuy,” he said, referring to
Department of the Interior
and Local Govermment of-
ficer-in-charge Undersecre-
tary Catalino Cuy.

Acknowledging prohibi-

~tothe President oras an undersecretary, ==

“tions under ‘the Jlaw, Du-
ferte was referring to Sec-
““tion 8 of Republic Act No.
. either he takes. 6975--An Act Establishing
the Phﬂxppme Natlonal Po-

that prohibits any retired

‘police or military officer
from being appointed as
Interior chief within a year

after retirement.
““The head of the De-

partment, hereinafter re-

ferred to as the Secretary,
shall also be the ex-officio
chairman of the National
Police Commission and
shall be appointed by the
President subject to con-
firmation of the Commis-

in Decen‘_ﬁ‘rief’xxihich he said-
resulted m é

andy al Government, " Ma
‘and For Other Purposes

a thousand’ IS—mspzred in-
surgents™ " which  include
high-valie * ‘tarpets being
hunted around the world,”
Duterte said,

Afio, & “member of the
Philippine  Military Acad-
emy “Matikas” Class of
1983, ‘was replaced by Lt.
Gen. Rey Leonarde Guer-
rero, who ‘took over the
helm of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines as its
49th chief of staff,

assumpﬁofi of its top post

stronger "

i: 5285, 5295
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=._._to Premdent Duterte as he stressed :
that the only way to repay his decision

.~tiomand toJead the AEE with purpose.
“A soldier s hfe is: deﬁned largeiy by

Gueﬂ'em assumes...

of the Intencr and Local Governmenf:-'

to choose him to lead the military is to

; led by President Duterte, '
E In his speeeh Guerrero expressed gratltude

serve the country with selfless dedica-

41

'(DILG)

‘Butthe Maram Cltymc:d. _'tprompb '

ed Duterte fo have Af0 stay. until the
Marawi crisis is over. I—Ie reached the

.flag, and hIS unwavering dedication to -

- mandatﬂry retirement age on THirE

. seeurity and peace, all these T adhere .
to, all these T pledge as I take-on the

stai,” 'said Guerrers in his acce;}temce

-challerige of leading the Armed Forces .
..of the Philippines as the 49th chief of

“and secumty are’ clear 'ﬁmsh ihe e

maining terrorist groups, neutralize
the commtmist insurgency threat, and
support law enforcement agencies m
efforts against lawless armed groups
he added. :

- Amember of the Phlhppme Mih‘rary
Academy (PMA) Maharlika Ciass of
1984, Guerrero was the commander of
the Bastern Mindanao Command based
in Davae City where President Duterte
is a native and a mayor for more than
20 years. .

'He used to head the Army’s 3rd
Infantry Division, the 701st Infantry
Brigade, and Task Force Davag.: -

Guerrero had been rumored to
replace General Bduardo Afio as early
as June after Duterte promised him
the post of secretary of the Department

of the Premdenttal Secunty Group

One-vear walt far Aﬂo :
‘Meanwhile; Duterte. formally an-

. nounced that Afg will be the next DILG

chief. But he would have to wait fora
yearbecause of the one-year banonithe
appointment of retiring mifitary. ofﬁcxais

. Th:s caused a shg pro

“Guerreroisset to reach the. mandatory.
‘retiremeént age of 56 in; December this -
year, meaning he would: only Serve'as’

AFP chief of staff for only two, raonths.:

- Despiteonly two months stay, except BN
1f hxs four__of duty 18 extende Guerrero o

“We will rewsw' our war~f1g
doctrines to consider new hattlefield

‘environments and subsequently train

and equip our soldiers to operate n the
same,” said Guerrero. “raiau

“We will aggressively ﬂnplement our
medernization program ‘and fast-{rack
the procurement of advance weapon
systems that provide cost: effective and
precise {arget engagement, long range
and high endurance unmanned systems,
and modern air and naval platforms for
strategic lift, interdictions, surveillance
and reconnaissance,” he added:

. Also present duringthe turnover .-
-ceremony were former Pre‘sident deei ﬁ
Y Ramos and former President andnow
.Pampanga Rep. Gloria M capaga} Ar-
royo whom Guerrero served aé member' '

Tl goveriinentcivilianpoes

.{SAP) like :Christopher Go,’ or_

.agains I)a sh mspwed te:

' 'Argyli BL‘ Geducos)

sista

dersecretary.of the DILG, whzchever is

-allowed by thelaw, while waztmg forthe .
- ‘ban tolapse: i

“Aceording tor Duterte-

istsin -

ersknp resulted in a stronger AFPthat
did notjust secure our natioti; butialso
secured.our people’s trust and confi-
dence in the military establishmentand -
the sold;ers that it represents Du’serbe :
said. .
“Of course, the crowmng ]GWQI'OfIHS'
impressive career is none-other: than

" the Batile for the Liberation of Marawi,

which resulted in the neutralization of
almost 4 thoisand 1SIS-inspired insur-
gents which include high-value targets
being ‘Thiinted] around the world,”

‘Duterte-added, referring to- slain:Abu.

Sayyaf Group leader Isnilon Hapﬂon
the appointed “emir” of the Islamic State
in Southeast Asia. (With a réport from

Tl e

f,h _batﬂé*-'-:---- ]
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appointed Armed
Forces of the Phil-

“HE two N
month ten-
ure of newly

e, however, conceded that
Cuerrero’s previous stint as com-
manding general of the Eastern
mMindanac Gommand, which

covers Davao City or the turf of

president Rodrigo Duterte, was

factored iDL o

1mrnn?q (AF‘P\ chief
""j.;t Ut:u ;u:y Lcuum
" do Guerrero won't
result in mstabﬂlty
~in-the mihtary;

Abelia argued that while Guerrerc
would only serve as AFP chief for
just two months befoze reaching
the retirement age of 56, such
short-lived term would not mean
short-term policies.

It is a tactical move of the
President. 1 cannot fully explain
the reasoning behind that. But
we trust in his decision to do so,”
Abelia said.

' ﬁona

g (Guerrero) has knov»}edge

Lan A ATTAS i

T'matters:
‘Premdem‘;tmst- '\bdla -

The bombing of Davao Uity
in August 2016 ot Jess than TWo, -

..months after President. Duterte :_

CATTIE {LO'..pUWEY happened under e e
oo Watch :

Galvez It Wester]
Mindanao Command. Lt. Gen.

Salvador Melchor Mison Jr, the
vice chief of staff, and Vice Admi-
ral Narciso Vingson i, the deputy
chief of statl.
//




~~persistent challenges-of terrorism -

“Duterte’s first-instruction 1o
Guerrero was to supervise the

destructionof all firearms seized

in Marawi Citv.=

“All of it will be destroyed in
some place to show that we are
also able to meet the challenges
of terrorism and violence,” the
President said in his speech
during the AFP's change-of-

command ceremony at Camp

Aguinaldo in Qirezen City.
“The battle may be over but we
must remain vigilant as we face the

e e nnr\nf“ﬂ‘!]( in

.command-rites

-appomt Guerrera’s: preéeuesa..-
80T, Eduardo Ane, as Intenor”'

secretaly.

But since the law bans Ano from-

leading the Interior depa;tment
within a vear {rom rctirement,
Duterte said he would make Afio a
special assistant to the President or
an undersecretary in the meantime.
© “General Afo, vou'te always
'welcome {0 1eport, Mavbe tomor-
row, 1 will wait for you,” Duterte
told Afic during the change -of-

covenant. The priorities in the area

" of peace and security are clear, fin-
* ish terrortst groups, neutralize the -

: ng terrorists and-other:-
armed elements inthe countryside.
“This is 'my pleége this is my

communist instrgency threat and |

support law enfoicement agendies |

in effor{s agaimst lawless armed
groups,” Guerrero said in his ac-
ceptance speech v :

Our Commancier. in Chlef gave'

his marching.orders to those who

_came ‘before me.and like those

Thatorts enir Ans ~f Anr\ & ATl

FYTIVR _u:n,‘uuujs»._ .uujvu IR
tzoops to support the leadership g
of General Guerrero by remain-
ing commitied to your mission of

_.ensuring [the] safety and security

of our nation,” he added,
D Thursday also for-

bef

partment wouid be to supervise -
the Philippine National Police;.

*together with [officer-in-charge]
Catalino Cuy.”

“ all

Cuerreio, the 49th APD chief,”
: .meanwhxlcd, vowed tc “finish

and hard work of otit troops have |
‘brought solid results in winning the
 peace and bringing us closer to the .

people,” Guerrero said.

~WITH CATHERINE S.VALENTE -
/AND DEMPSEY REYES

me, 1 intend to use the
~F $ho ATT fA mhale thic 3




‘BY VICTOR REYES

WITH the defeat of the terrorist Mawte Group, new

AFP chief Lt. Gen. Rey Leonardo Guerrero vesterday
vowed to end the remaining terrorist groups and neu-
tralize communist rebels,

In his assumption speech in Camp Apuinaldo in
Quezon City, Guerrern said he is going 10 vse the entire

By terrorist groups, Guerreso was refersing to the
Abu Savvaf and the Bangsamoro Islamic Liberation
Front. Like the Maute Group, the w0 groups have
pledged allegiance to the Islamic State.

Defense and military officials earlier this week de-
clared that the Maute Group has been defeated with the
end of the Murawi conflict aftes five months of fighting
which left about 960 Maute members dead.

The New People’s Army is the only communist threat.

militaty to achieve the objective during his incumbency

25 AFP chief, which is unti December 17 or less than
rwo months, unless extended by President Duterte. tionat Democratic Front of the Philippines-Commummst
“The priodtes in the area of peace and securly ase Party of the Philippines-NPA in Julv as the NPA con-
wrelear — Anish the remaining ferrosist groups, neatralize the tinued irs aracks on government forces even while the
communist threat. and support law enforcement agencies  forma ceiegotiatons were ongoing-The CRE.even.

President Duterte terminated peace talks with the Na-

troops after Duterte: placed Mindanao.under.martial ..
lawin May because-of the Maute attack on Marawi Cirv. .

President Duterte has said be no longer wanted to
talk with the communist group. Last month, however,
he told the NDEP-CPP-NPA to declare 2 ceasefire if
thev want the peace talks to resume.

Guerrern, outgoing commander of the military’s
Fastern Mindanao Command based in Davao City, suc-
ceeded Gen. Eduardo Afio who reached the mandatory
retirement age of 56 yesterday. )

He also said his gradmde to Durerte for designating
him AFP chief “knows no bounds.”

“The best wav for me to show to you and to our

Soe NEW > Page B3

il ooin - T TS




NEW

counttymen my gratitude is to serve my conn-
try with selfless dedication and to lead the AFP

_with purpose. This is my pledge, this is my

covenant,” he said in his address,

In an ambush interview, Guerrerc saJd he
will ery his best to accomplish the goal he has
set - to finish the terronist and commanist
insurgency problem in the next couple of
months.

“We will try to finish whatever we can,
given the period given to us,” he said.

Asked if there is word from the Presi-
dent on whether his term will be extended,
Guerrero said, “We should ask him... The
extension depends on appaointing authority.”

On whether he is open to an extension, he
said, “Let us not talk about the cxtension for
now. What is important for me o do now is
ta focus on my job.”

and 16 days,

Duterte, at the change of command ceremo-
nies, highlighted some of the AFP’s accomplish-
ments under Afio, like the successful end of the
Mara\m siege..

“The crowmng ;ewei ‘of }us 1mpress1ve car

reer is the battle for the liberaton of Maravwi,
which resulted in the neutrslizagon of almost
thousand IS-inspired insurgents which include
high-value targets being hunted around the
world,” he said,

In jest, he told Afio to repore for work
today, his first day as a civilian.

Duterte early this vear announced Afio will
be designated secretary of the Department of
Interior and Local Government. He was sup-
posed to retire early - in June after Duterte
znnounced his new job - bur this did not
push through because of the Marawi siege.

Instead of DILG chief, Ao will temporary

serve either as a special assistant to the president
or as an undersecretary, whichever is allowed by
law. The law also prohibits 2 former military of-
ficer from assuming the post of DILG secretary

‘Of resignaton,
“He will now supervise the Philippine
National Police, together with General (and
acting DILG Secretary) Lito Cuy. General
Afio, you're always welcome to report. Maybe
tornorrow, I will wait for vou,” Duterte said.
On Guerrero Duterte said he expects new
AFT chief to buﬂd on what Afio has started.
He direcred Guerrero to supervise the destruc-
tion of confiscated firearms “to show tharwe are
also able to meet the chullenges of terrorism and
violence.”
'The President again announced that sol-
diers can expect 2 pay hike in January, - With
Jocelyn Montewmayor

e m‘ s :cgaréiesc Tais extended C}r not, AR AR i —

T st rnemdnead sm L

gets that s‘nculd meet and Iintend to meet that”
I his term is not extended, Guerrero will
be the AFP chief with the shortest tenure,
Before him, the AFP chief who had the
shortest stint wag Gen. Benjamin Defen-
sor who served for less than three months

- from Sept 10, 2002 to Nov. 28, 2002, De- N
“fensor: assumed the’ top AFP post two days o

“Beforz ‘Kt tetiremnent age “Then President
Arrova extended his term by two months

.

s Jn.n.u.l..uua a.uu LKZL‘ :

(Y]

- within-one yearfrom-the date of -his Tetirement
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; THE main battle zcme in ?v.{aram C;ty bemed by_-
Islamic®State supporters ‘resemibles # ‘tearnami-
“hit wasteland, with biilletriddled mosques and
& network-of tunnels testifying to theu lu&&«
__and Jillitactics.
- Two days after the nnIxtary decIared an c‘nd
to the five-month conflict in which more than
1,100 people died, scrawny feral dogs and swal-
lows flying above the ruins were among the few
signs of fife i n Maraw1 S devastated nexghbor—:
Choods. '
.. Many: hmldmzQ were leES of gray mbble as
: il rushed by 4 tsunami roaring in h’om Lake
Lanao just behind them,
. The pink minaret Df ONe MOSGUE . was =.n'

been strzpped r)ff and Just its iron beams
tmained. o Nextpage

Jouterte said the baitls Jor the - mgues. including the digeingof

Jom of hiarav . f holes (hrough concrawe Hours TR
“thw newtralizébion of &e U e eight inchet thicl:

masi. e dhousand IS]1S-mspired

nsurgents whe neiide hig
value targeis bum jhumed?

. .f\/iara"{f\fimm” i

Fron: A3

. Meamwhile, President Rodr
go Duterts on Thursday ord

fherh: §o seirr tone arbe bui

newiv-instalied Armed Forces  around the veorld” g undetecied. acecrding to
chief Gen. Rey Leonarde Guer- When the gunmen EH}U»:;” the commanders whe fought
wio the ground war.

- through !
cipal Islamsic it
P

rero 1o desiroy all the errorists’
firearms Iy Maraw! 1o mark the
COUTITY & v h,mr\ apaingt jibad-  manh Cathohe

i iGoslepe on the ol miinen mmmand
; rontn.

“Twill now regquest the Chiel surprise 3 al lhex erenel abii-

“They didn’t wan: fo pass
open terrain, especialhy i the
iateer part jof the warl” L1, Col.
Semuel Yunque. commander of
an army speciz! jorces unl that
fougin the eivie campuign, it
TEPOTIETS.

But Yungue said the military
alse sdapted to the miltans” -
tic: by blasting their owr vinual
3 a1k be-
eould

of S Genernl Guerero W 3 i hiok
supervise Lhe acstyucuon of ab fae  milnary
arme vhethe high-powered o0 nesi-aath bombings,
hand gune” Dut erie said du- stae-of-the-art Americar: rxds
ing the chiange of command in beping o dentiiy w :
Camyp Agtinaldo, (e mililants couic Ofler dotue  Lannels or “rai holes” iy

wiof men wall be destroped e Sk L nweer building: s tro

4|
.L:l

B L0 sowliunet. e USRI
inte the open sireeis
John Paclo Bencite

i IJ;.= i reace WAl sy K
able 1o maet the o .d!if*m_‘*« oﬁﬂr— o Wednesds reveaid
ui 131-. ir rat-like survivs

LFP, writh

orism and violence”
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M ﬁ%ﬂ o 3T Newlyinstalted Armed Forces chief of staff Lt. Gen, Rey Leonardo - -
Guerrerc and his predecessor Gen. Eduardo Afio salute eac '

TTINED

Aguinaldo on Thursday, PROTO BY RUY L AR

i other at the change-of-command ceremony in (amp
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s the Command Saber from Gen,
lled AFP chief Lt. Gen, Rey Leonardo

President Duterte receive
.handing it over to newly insta
Camp Aguinaido yesterday. -
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IT WAS high praige that

was heaped on the Armed -

Forces of the Philippines
by Jim Mattis, the visiting

United States secretary ol
defense, for the AFP’s con-

duct of the five-month war
against terrorists in Marawi
City.. Not_only, did, Mattis

"‘Not ona, and Whan.-._-y
-took at how bloody awful

that fight was, that’s teallya

;statement about the Philip--
“pine military that set a hu-
man rights condition in the

midst of that fight the way
they did 50.”

Certain officials,

Us

‘rights groups and miedia or-
"ganizations, of course; have

been the most vocal eritics

of the human-rights record

of the administration of

~President, Rodrigo Duterte,

.congratuiate the mmtary

ic State msplred attempt He

take over the city, he also

noted that the AFP did s0
while -~ respecting - human
rights.
“Here s an army that had

“rights "aﬁegauon “ap

ity,” Mattis toid reporters
at Clark Field in Pamparngz.

_the ..charges .hurled . from

Cing £ from the ' S:was .djaléé_ '

down - srgmfmanty. durmg'_
the Marawi: L,ampazgn for:
the simple reason that the:
Americans  have aiways
supported efforts to comn:

%é IS- sfy
‘terrorism, as seen.
in the Middle Fast’
and exported to .

"I‘he ?hilmmne nresuien’t

across the Pacific by the

. Americans, leaditig  some
“to believe that ties between
Mianilz and Washington are
now at historic lows,
: But the US has:

al

CDuterte admlmstratzozl m--'_':'
them with any credibil-

its battle against the terror-
igts in Marawi. Indeed, the
apti-Duterte noise’ emanat-

' the Philippines;

pine mthtary acted w'iti.is.
great professionalism dur-
ing the fight to take back the -

Ef'!é?my Of uman S
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predominanﬁ},:’iﬁiéﬁiﬂie city:

When 2 platoon of Marines -

discovered .a g stash of

~ cashand checks totaling P72
I million i a terrorist:strong-

T id that they Liberated last

June, the soldiers turned

over zll of money.to their

how profes-

superiors; that’s
sional.those;

Local . leftist:
groups,alway '
out for incidents:
by the’ military during the

took out the twO high-value .
“-groups will
‘discerning, 'm certal
they, too, could beco
‘convinced as Matti
they just fell for th
‘Puterte propaganda:
ROSEETE R

terrorist Jeaders.
The trath 18,
terrorism, -as SEen in the

Middle East and exported.
“tp the ; Philippines, is ‘the:
gredtest enemy of human
rights. Never mind if you
‘néver hear the local bleed-
ing hearts denounce the
-~ documented-cases-of sexual:

1S-style:

and other

: ::Spséki'ng .
political partisans; th
“mioribund Liberal Pa

such P rtis
only -be

of;_'

abiise. forced labor, M-

-accased  the .
“dervand the-use of human 5t i
shields as recounted by the
-residents .of Marawi who

{ense and bloody campaign, -T€8
coutd noft_.fihd"a@y_]&;ase thyat Wereba\ight in the war. .

'_ overnment pio-.

5 "paga;hda:;-effé rts; And when . F0
the militafy , broke the back .

of the  ocoupying force
with the kitling of Tsnilon “gateguarding human right
Hapiion.an&--dm'gtkhayyam And if the benighted and I
Maute, the {Commission On misled foreigners who have "1l
Human Rights -could only taken to denouncing the
say that it would look ito Philippine government Afor+
reports that the AFP had rights abuses on the basis " tional problems.
ot followed the “rules of of “evidence” presented by - rising prices. €X
engagérﬁtéﬁt’.‘.__:_'.___"Nhen they certain Filipino politicians’ '

— e
i Pala o ained n anaffidavitsigned _,,cha}rge_s,_'_base'd on the same signifi:c_;':aﬁt increase in 1is
i : =afer bai viemanted demg  affidavit, hurled a;gamsf‘}éd"*““-net-‘-:*_a;_fqrth.-_:.: EEN. L

e = .
AR T “swhich went mostly uhre- _ (
killings and corruption, i ported in the Manila-based oilo C ity Mabilog has beer: ‘nal; 2 .
cluding -drug smuggling &t “media after the document’s ordered digmissed by the 1112015, expressed surprise’
_the Bureau of Customs.” - disclosure last week. "~ Office of the Ombudsman . that the mayor Wwas given-
- The '_-a‘llegations against’ But the LP statement was _for “serious: dishonesty,” - ‘the “maxinmuti penalty “of
g ‘Drilon and Roxas were cori- . strangety silent on the same  after he failed to explain 2~ “dismissal-and a permanent. -

{on

fectly why the LP defended ing members of the party. - o
Drilon and Roxas but failed ‘Mabilog had to be thrown
o even mention Mabilog, under the bus to'save PDril-
who happens to be 8 rela- on and Roxas. Mabilog has
tion of Drilon. Mabilog, af- also effectively ‘abandoned

prohibition - from “holding
public office. *1 am happy
because this decision is 2
vindication- for’ ‘me jbut]

slso  saddened  because

" the penalty imposed 18 the ter all, has been ousted by his post hy going abroad

tarshest under the Jaw Ombudsman Conchita Car-. and 1ot returning==and

Mejorada said. . pio-Mozraies, long known DOW he's probabiy.-zf_aé’ver
But 1 unde’rs’tand per- for her passion for defend- coming back. i

S halbeli e -——— - - =
- )




‘% ﬁ'{E st salute the Phﬁlppme o

Army, Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AT} for a job well
done in Marawi. Thanks to the cour-
age, starmina, restraint and compas-
sion of a professional army, the end
has come with the tesrorists fully
defeated in their plans for Marawi
and we hope, the rest of Mindanao,
maybe the entire country.

It hias cost the army blood, sweat

and: ‘{ears <It-has-cost- the.relatives....

- AMBIENT

MA. ISABEL
. ONGPIN

at the soldiers’ risk. Think of the
women $oldiers wearing hijab who
came as angels rather than spitfires
10 console women and take care of

VOICES

children. What 4 sight in the midst

“(he overall commander, Has beer:
“¢ited meritoricusly. 1 remernber

Gen. Galvez and Col. Brawner
being among their soldiers in the
field. There were others surely that
the media missed, they are ali to be
thanked for bravery, for stamina,

for sheer professionatism... ..
© "It seems there is better morale, .
_more pride, more accomplishment

from the Armed Forces these days.

“The professionalism is reflected

of a war. This is almost a first in

in‘the "sljok'esmér'i that have given

.reso’urces in the battlefield

" Defense Secretary Delfin Lo--
renzana is one of the best Cabi-:
net members. Laconic in words,
eloquent in deeds. He leads by

example. Gen, Eduardo Afio,
the Armed Forces Chief, is self-
effacing but effective. Asa team,

and we include here besides the’-
Army, the Air Force, the Navy
and the Coast Guasd, whoever.
participated in‘the Marawi battle:’ .
“THey Tave giver s cotnfortand

lndeed they have emerged worthy
of our appreciation and acclair.
After five months of fightixng
an urban guerrilla war which is a
Jiffcult and can be devastating in

tertns of cost, we have tale
esty, care-for ho

civilians. Remember the millions
of pesos in cold cash found and
retrieved with narv a hint of theft
and pilfering? Think of the hostages
saved by restraint and the courage
to take them out safely. Think of
how escapees among hostages
and civilians were met halfway by
soidiers and taken to safe ground

fhero-
ol gées; Hostages, even the temrorists
‘themiselves: The terrorists have:
time and again been offered to save

i the crosshire 1iké (He hostages and

| have never been more im-
pressed by the Armed Forces as i
their conduct during this siege. 50
far, nary a report of humarn rights
abuses, unnicessary violence, or

is happenmg, how #-1s.being

handied and why. They have been

inspiring and reassuring. .

- Also, unlike in the past soidlers

'_'ihaVE been given the resources 1o
indifference 1o the plight of refu- _fﬁght the battle. There has béen no

- teports.of theirpot being fed.or.

"services. We have to appreciate

their efforts to protect the Repub-
lic. 1can cnly add my voiceto all
those now expressing gratitude

have demonstrated in Mazawi.
.As 4 citizen seeing th_e_ab'qve

themselves by surrendering, [ do
not say there were no mistakes, ] say
that in general it was how it should
have been under the circumstances.

The officers in the Marawi siege
were there with their boots on
the ground together with their
soldiers. Gen. Rolando Bautista,

experiencing any:lack;
like timely medical care, proper
equipment, or having to fend for
themselves. It seems a new and
organized system has been put in
place for the army to do necessary
baitle, something that was not
so emphatically clear in decades
past when troops had 10 scavenge
because they were left with no

ssupport. - fro: anct
modern, well- trained army. Tt

geens we have come {0 & new

day where troops are expert, dis-:

ciplined and approachable. dis-

playing remarkable courage and-

patriotistn and regard for their fel-

low citizens as they lay their lives

on the line to save the repubiic,
Mabuhay ang AFP!

-and admiration. for. what they... ...
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Kapuri-puri naman talaga ang kabayanihang gi-
nawa ng mga sundalo af pulis sa Marawl. Perosa
kabila ng mga paputi sa Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFF) hindi maikakaila na nagkaroon silang
{ pagkukulang sa planadong pagkubkob ng Maute
sa Marawi. Hindi gumana ang kanilang Intelligence
kaya walang kaabug-abog na nakapasok saarawi
-ang Maute, Hindinilanatuntigan na maraminangbaril

ot haln ane nohsbiag iof mskems s ko f—

siia ngayon makaraan ang limang buwan na paki- - mismo. isang arai na hindi dapat kalimutan. Nagka- -
kipaggay;cbakan sa mya teroristang Maute. Pa- roon ng pagkukulang kaya nawasak ang ‘Marawi,

ngako pani Pres. Rodrigo Duterie sa mga sundaio '
na pagbabakasyunin sila sa Hong Kong, Kahapon,
sa pagsasalita ni Duterte sa Camp Aguinaldo, muli
niyang pinuri-ang mga sundalo sa kabayanihan ng
mga o sa pakikipaglaban sa mga terorista. Nala-
gasan ng 165 sundaio ang pamahalaan sa walang
& puknat nah. Umabot namg higit 1,00

© 4 huling araw ng labanan, 42 terorista pa ang
tay ng mga sundalo. . . _ :

Dahil sa kaguluhan, fumikas ang may 358, 680
| residente ng Marawi at nanirahan sa evacuation
centers. Hindi nila maliimuian ang {imang buwang
paninirahan na para bang kaytagal-tagal at hindi na
matatapos ang ‘paghihirap. Halos maisumpa nila
ang kalagayan sa evacuation centers, Kahapon,
itang residente na ang nakabalik sa kani-kanilang
bahay makaraang payagan ng military. Naniumo
sifz sapagkat marami sa kanilang gamit at paninda
ang ninakaw. Ganunman, masaya na sila sapagkat
nakabalik na sila sa sariling bahay.

Hindi lamang st Duterte ang pumuti sa kabaya-
nihan ng mga sundalo at pulis na nakipaglaban sa
maga terorisia. Maski si US Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis ay pinuri rin ang kabayanihan at katapangan
ng mga sundalo at wala ring nareport na paglabag
sa karapatang pantac-na lagi na famang naibabato
sa Duterte administration. “Here's an army that had
to go in afight like that, and they had not one human
rights allegation against thern with any credibility,”
sabi ni Mattis sa paglatapos ng two-day ASEAN De-
fense Ministers meeting sa Clark Field, Pampanga.
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By Mﬁﬁi@
FETALING IR,

OKAY sana ang mgsa

sahestiyon ni Austra-

jian security at milis:-
tary expert na si Clive
Williams ng Austra-
lian Defense Force
Academy na pag-iba-
yuhin pa ang kaltaya-

. 'pme AlI‘ Foree sa Maraw:l-
inashindi-raw:kayang:tu=:
marget-ng iga mah]ut-
snastargel. snmoes 3
..Eh  bess Wﬁhams.f. .
._.---kaya nga tamagal “ng’
~limang buwan ang ‘bak-
“'bakan sa Marawi dahil .
ayaw ng AFP na maram-

ing mamatay na ‘inosen-

'teng sibilyan sa giveta.

Pasalamat nga at ka-

“hit Juma ang mga eropla-

no &t helieopter na gamit
ng PAF ay malaki ang

naitulong nito upang
“puibusin ang mga Maute
“.na may mga Kasamang

maivembro ng ISIS mula

‘8a ibang bansa.

Kung pinahiram . o

“sa kanﬁang tulang pwe— '
:deng- targetin:ng ISIS ang--hi : :
'responde ‘kapag imatake

“rAnstralia 4t mnga mamas
ang mgad terorzsta sa

SiTMayan nito -tulad:ng mga

ginagawa ng mgaderorista

sa Franee,- Germany, UK:

at Estados Unidos.:

May basehan - ‘naman
talaga ang pangamba ni
Williams. Ang ga - akin
lang, maliit o malaki ang
tinulong ng Australis sa
Pilipinas laban sa teros-
ismo, babalikan pa rin
sila ng mga ferorista sa
tamang panahon.

Tungkel naman. sa:-

‘pxperience’ ng AFF.sa

urban warfare, baka na- .
man nakakalimutan ni
Williams na deka-deka-.
da nang naklkmagbakba- )

Metro Manild:
Isa pajits hsgi*x tame na

- pataasin ‘ang professional-
ism at performence ng

ating kapulisan:para ma-
tuldukan - ang . mga
pagdududa ng pubhko sa
PNP.

Aminado ang PNP offi-
cials na nadudungisan ang
buong kapulisan ‘dahil sa
kalokohan ng i#lan. sa ka-
nilang hanav. “Ang mga
iilan na ito ang dapat tatu-
kan ng anumang program
na naglalayon .ng ‘reporma
sa nasabu_lg ahensiva. -

SRR T T

dential o ang tugar hamin.
wevAtrsakakungimaghas
ba " po ng ‘mga“bakal ay
“hatinggabi-at madaling:
graw ;palaging -patago
kuvig mdghenta ay bulto.
Salamat po.o :
- hE _*‘ : . :
Bawal -po ang gan-
yang kalakalan sa resi-
dential area lalo pa't nag-
ocperate’sa ‘gabi, Masa-
ma ea ‘kalusugan ang
acetylene .at ang pang- !
iistorho sa “gabi. f
Kang “hindi” po :in- |
aksvunan®lig ‘barengiy
ang “inydhg - problema, |
malamang ay jnalakas
kay Kapitan ang myong '
nlrereklamo e

. e
Armed Forces mata~

. 4RELGF SEL 1uai'aW1. .
. Pero nakakapikon:
ang mga puna ni Wiil-

iams na posibleng mas .

maraming inosenteng’
mMamsmayan &ng nama- g
‘tay ‘s2 katatapos na g~
yera .dahil pulpol ang.
.ating kasundaluhan:sa
--_-urban Swarfaies

e dEnumbok. pa _
) d1 timans’y bara~ barang'_
pagbubomba ng Philip-

targeting system, eh di

hi Australi :
wgrPRiIliphine ___Plglgyanng ustralia ang

AF  np makabagong

~n o, hal

Tlas napaaga -ang pag-
tatapos ng givera.

Tinuvlungan na kasi
ng Augtralia ang AFF sa
aspeto ng intelihensiya

Wpang sugpuin ang mga
ierorista sa Marawi. Ang
tanong, ba't 'di pa mlu
bugsd :

Tapos nangangamba s
Wﬂhams ngavon na dahil

'kan apg AFP laban sa

man o qyudad

bakit nahuhuli at napap-
atay ng AFP ang mga

kalaban ng ating bavan.

Ane ba ang éxperi-.
Tence ng Australia? Iask
kas; Williams said Aus-
‘trabia will train: our mal-

mga kawani ng Phlhp

At ito ang dahilan king

: ¥ :
rain ni Williams ' av'ang

Good ‘afternoon sir. t.

LA R e T

ngalan po-ay Nash dupk

Bhop. Maingay poat

mabaho dahil s acety-

lene na pamputel ng -
bakal at  plastic.” Baka

Waging snhi g suhog:
Nagrellamo na Kar sa
harangay:pero )

5 R 5
“Barangay 131, Barrio San-
Jose, Calooean City. Resi-

Iugar namm’ ang pa-.

Naniniwala po ake na
-paninindigan ni Mayor
Oca ang ibig sabihin ng
kanyang pangalan.
Maraming salamat po
sa pagtangkilik sa Peo-
ple’s Tonight. Patulay
n'yo po "kam‘ing‘ _basahin.

or 'emm'l : Iastmohacu ne
2004@yakoo.com
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aking Maras
1 Maute terror- . = 0
©_ists was appointed yestexday as
-~ the new secretary of the Depart
ment of the Interior and Local @ rejoi
Government. As DILG chief, : |
" Eduardo Afio will have supervi- 4. The .
i;_"‘-;s_iq'n'bver'the-_X’_hilippine_Na_tional_'__ vision overloca
olices o iincluding bara
. Afio’s appointment was an- - e
nounced as he retired yesterday .

of retaking

- :-'upxﬁ"‘*{h'e*’.ﬁgrmfed%:éFer{z-es«-b»ﬁ-_sith-e
CpLitiaminee hok itialiac effeat -

i e S
 waé given the challenging ask
' of retaking Marawi from Islamic a1
: nspired gunmen whoused gt
;ilians as shields and holed

. Special Action Force, managed to SUpervisi
- neutralize the top terrorist com- - over the Bureau of J il Manage:
~'manders together with over a thou- | “ment and Penology, whose facili

and militants and liberate the city. ties are overwhelmed by inmates.
With that vi¢tory, much isiiapprehended inthe campaign
_expected of Afio when he takes ' against drugs and criminality. -
chiarge of the department that su- . With full support from the Presi-.

_pervises the PNP. Unlike the AFP, i dent, the new DILG chiefshould
 the PNT has seen ifs publicimage 7 be able to make a dent in these
* deteriorate amid gross abuses in. i problems. B R E




. _es_identhdt‘efié’s'_;._i'dc'l's,'
Chiria’s Xi Jinping and Rus-
's:Vladimir. Putin, are
“gkipping the ASEAN-Tlus sum- .
it with dialogue partners that
the Philippines gets to host only
once ina decade, and which
‘Duterte gets to chair only once in
his fifetime. -~ s il _
- ButPutin has sent 5,000.AK-74M assaultriflesand
4 million builets as well as 5,000 steel helmets and 20
multi-purpose vehicles as donafions to the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP). - - -
.+ /China also donated 3,000 M4 rifles and six million
Brulléte to the ARP, on top of the M-16s donated atthe
height of the Marawi siege The AFP gave the M4s to
the Philippine National Police (PNP), but will likely

. ﬁii_{eé'""'_athégl_{’;alashrﬁkt}vs _ fror the same Russian maker

ofthe world's most popular assatlt Fifle; the AK47-

AFP aimos

with the

yan out,apart from artillery, smaller weapons and

amimo; drones; night vision ‘and other surveillance .
.equipment. Defense partner Australia also provided

early assistance incombal. -
Foreign partner
gainstthe Mau
“ernment will-continue: eed outs]
equally challenging task of rebuilding the cty, _
“n confronting the lingering threat posed by lIslamic
State-itispired terroristss e
“ Ttwouldbe useful for the President and command--
i-in-chief to remember this each time he feels like
ranting against the couritry’s friends. B
 President Duterte has made his point: he doesn’t -

jikef_opeﬁ criticism and being told what to do by for-

eigners. It looks 1iké foreign capitals got the message
jquickly and have been channeling their concerns
“through diplomatic of official channels rather than
in public. By now they must be aware that the worst
‘scenario is when criticism 15 vented through mass
“media, which seems to frigger a Pavlovian reaction
- from Duterte; he'scertainto throw a fit,notjustonce |
but at almost every public engagerment, y
_ However, there are ways of telling critics to shove
it without jeopardizing long-standing bilateral ties,
Puterte’s aides can do the nation a favor by advising
im about the advantages of circumspection when it
comes to international relations.
He's taking crificism of his policies as a personal
affront, but the damage from his rants and actions
- - “can adversely affect the nation Jong after he's out of

PRWeT -

" * -

providing ‘missiles when the AFP’s limited supply "

s contributed to the su cess of the
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BANKING on ex-PBA
- player Jopher Custodio

and former D:League
stabwart Mark Montua-
ne, . Philippine. Army
hiasted Quick Print, 104-
90, in the Marikina City

at the Mar]kma Clt}’. B
Sports Complex ]
The . hot—shootmg .

former Globalport and
Kia Picanto swingman
Custodio knocked down
four triples on his way to

Page.

~‘Montuane, -anether
'_'pr:zed recruit of Philip-.
-pine Army, added 247as’
" the duo provided the firg-
power support needed by -
Heli Francisco, whe led
the way 'with 32 markers.

N

Basketball League held

players Paolo Hubalde

. and GBoy Babilonia re-

inforced Quick Print,
which drew a team-high
28 points frem Kejack
Meligrito.

NSNS 2 £391- U TN Y, : I, ) SO
.former PBA Mast Valu— .

able Plaver and 40 Greal-

est Member Freddie Hu- .-
_balde, chipped in 16

while Babilenia. son .of

the kate Gido Babilonia, .

contributed 14.

-and-tuck in the early

finishing with 26 points,

JThe.. gAMeE.. A T P

Second

part of the fourth gquar-
ter with Philippine Army

holding 2 shaky: one

point lead, 84- 83, nntil
the Armymen pat their
clamps on their-rivals,

heiding them without.a ...

basket in the last four

generation
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| IEUTENANT GENERAL REY LEONARDO GUERRERO is the 49" Chief of Staff of the
125.000-strong Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP).

Lt Gen Guerrero is a member of Philippine Military “Maharlika” Class of 1984, He graduated
Number 3 in his class, He was the commander of the 61st Infantry Battalion in southern Negros
and 3rd Infantry Division before hecoming the Commanding Generat of the AFP Eastern

Mindanao Command that covers Davao City.

As the chief of the Eastern Mindanao Command. he oversees the Davao Region, the bailiwick
of Duterie, Caraga. and parts of Soccsksargen.

F o T a1

”+.l-\r:-..fi'\mrr.1.cnr'lﬂr nf the Took Farme Navan and 2 Gnacial Foroas officar He

Arrovo.

He consisiently topped his carser courses, has been a recinient of various awards such as
Legion of Honor, Bronze Cross Medal, Distinguished Service Star anc Mititary Merit and
Commendation Medals anc various commendations and recognition from NGOs ana
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ECC releases P2.3-M aid for woundeg,

By Ferdinand Patinio

MANILA — The Employees Compensation Commission {ECC) has released more than PHPZ millicn
worth of financial assistange for soldiers and policemen who were either wounded or kilied in action

‘during the Marawi siege.

ECC executive director Stelis Zipagan-Banawis said Thursday that a total of PHPZ.382.4
nenafits would be provided o the members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) an

National Police (PNP).

"The releases only represen: the assistance srovided to the uniformed personne! from January to
Sentember 20177 the ECC officia’ said in & statement.

She noted that PHIP1,752,479.62 was allotted for EC disability benefits, and PHP640,000 for EC death

banefits.

 The releases were mace through the Government Service Insurance System (GSIS).

inthe waring

banetits for members of the AFF and the PNP who were wounded or killed in aclion
Miarawi.

“Similarly. ECC Boar¢ Resoiunon No. 17-06-23 was issued 1o provide, not only for the speady facilitation
of EC benefits of the mambere o the AFF anc PNE who were wounded or Killed in miiitary-and police
operation, but also for thelr immadiate enroliment under the ECC's Katulong at Gabay ng

-~ langgagawang Ma}Kapansanan(FaGabay -:Program--};’i:-Banawis.;sai_g!_;-_:_--

rsons with work-related disabilities /PWRD] in the form of

The program provides specia’ assistance t¢ pe
res and appliances.

either skills or entrepreneuria’ training and the provision of rehabiiitation servi

Likewise. it primarily aims to faciltate their reintegration into the mainstream of the society.

that the Quick Response Program. another prograrm of the £CC, has served

Mieanwhile, she reporiec
182 uniformed personnel. This is composed of 170 from the AFP. 20 from the PNF. anc two from he

Bureau of Fire Protection,
"The benefits also form part of the benefits granted 10 LFP ang PNP battle and duty casualiies. under
the Comprehensive Social Benefis Program.” Banawis saic.

cominuously assists workers with henefils and services in the svent of work-

She added that the ECC
e imporiance of keeping workplaces safe

related sickness. injurv. or death. and further emphasized th
and healthy. (PNA)
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New AFP chief vows to eliminate

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA - Newly-appoinied Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP} chief-of-staff, Gen. Rey
| eonarde Guerrero. on Thursday vowed to neutralize all the remaining security threats in the

“country during his term.

"n soldier's life is defined largely by the service he renders, his fidelity to the flag. anc his
unwavering dedication to security and peace. All these | adhere to. All these | pledge as | take
on the challenge of ieading the Armed Forces of the Philippines as the 49th Chief-of-Staff.” he

said.

Guerrero alsc expressed hig gratitude to Presiden Rodrige Duterte for selecting him as the
next AFP chiefl.

"hs the 40th Chief-of-Staff. President Duterte. Sir. my gratitude knows no bounds and | believe

that the best way for me to show to you ang to our countrymen my gratituae is to serve my

country with selfiess dedication and to lead the AFP with purpose, This is my pledge. this is my

Guerrers said he 1s determinec to finisn off the remaining terrorist groups, neutratize the PRI R

communist insurgency threat. and support law enforcement agencies in their campaign against
fawless armed groups.

"Our Commander-in-Chief gave his marching orcers 1o those who came before me, and like
_those before me. |intend to use the might of the AFP o make this & rea

lity. The perseverance,

bringing us closer
these victories, Together
even more," he said.

1ot us do better. work harder. fight smarter. and serve our countrymen

The incumbent Eastern Mindanao Command (EMC) head is a member of the Philippine Military
Academy Class of 1984,

he EMC, he alsc commanded the Jamindan, Capiz-based 3rd

Prior fo his appointmen{ to t
gade. and Task Force Davao, and served as Chief-of-

Infantry Division. the 701st Infantry Bri
Staff of the Philippine Army.

Guerrero is also & decorated military officer having been awarded the Distinguished Service
Siar four imes: the Order of Lakandula (Degree of Commander). the Philippine Legion of Honor

(Degree of Officer); and the Honorary Airborne Wings from the Roval Thai Army. (PNA)

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people Securing the land.
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. emorifices and hard work of our troops have brought solid results in winning the peace and = i
to the people. Men, women of the AFP, our labor continues aswebuiidon




