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S TOKYO = Japan yesterday.
promised to help the Philippines
rebuild conflict-torn Marawi City
as well as other infrastructure in
a deepening of ties to counter
China's regional influence.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo

Abe made the pledge in a joint state-

ment with President Duterte follow-

ing talks here. o

Duterte on Oct. 23 announced the
~grd-of fivemonths ofmilitary Operaz. .
tions in Marawi held by Islamic Gtate
“inspired terror a conflict thati
destroyed much of the city’s center
and displaced some 300,000 people.

" “The government of Japan rec-
ognizes that rehabilitation and re-
-construction of the city. of Marawi ..

is extremely important,” the joint
. statement declared. “We will provide

*maximim sipportto the restoration
“and reconstruction ‘of Marawi City

and we will strengthen support of

Mindanao toward the establishment

of an autonomous government.”

Japan also offered to help with
other projects ranging from rail infra-
structure toriver defenses, including

a possible 600-billion-yen loan to

help fund development of a subway

in Manila.

" The meeting was an opportunity

for Abe to discuss security in Asia
‘ahead of key regional meetings
beginning with the Asja-Pacific

Economic Cooperation (APEC)
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gathering i Vietnam in November. ...
" “T confirmed with President Duterte
that we are both maritime nations shar-

residents affected by the Marawi crisis.

© .. Tt s, therefore, fitting-and proper, that -

after the liberation of Marawi City from

. the grip of Maute terrorists, my first of-
ficial visit overseas takes place in Japan

" a true friend who has stood squarely

Japan is concerned about China’s

growing power.in the South China.Sea.
R "sevs cooperation” swith the Philips -

pines, which lies .on the waterway’s

‘eastern side, as keéy in helping prevent

Beifing’s influence spreading into ‘the

western Pacific.

hehind the Philippines in my country’s . Wi DS e LR
Disterte, unlike his' predecessor Be-

AR At . onward . advance {(to}.-greater peace,

«. Dutertesthanked Abe for supporting . progress and prosperity,” Duterté said. .~ riignio Aquino TIL, has been less-critical
“the Philippines’ efforts to -address ter- - The two countries,./ be said, would: of Beijing’s island building inithe South.. ...
8 2ddress common issues including North _ China Sea. The Philippine I¢ s setto”
b and pen Tndo Facife”  seturn fo Manla (0 pine

_ing basic values.and strategic interests,’

torism and violent extrémism -and-his -
‘readiness to provide timely assisiance 107

‘with the japanese emperot. :

Abe and Duterte will travel to Vi-
etnam for the two-day APEC meeting
from Nov. 11, which US President Don-

" ald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping will attend.

Leaders from the Association of South-
east Asian Nations and other countries

in the region will meet again in the Phil-
Y APEC gathiting for the ™
that will

ippines after the
i ASEAN:and-HastiAsia suramits.
be chaired bv Duterte.
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S5t Chair Amads Valder has ordéred anfiivest
and three others who allegediy made money oo

their personal accounts using brokers man

By ﬂéfil_ﬁ:_l—. Lucas
@dazing

1s the chief investment manager of
the Social Security Systern (S55} ille-
gally profiting from his position by

trading stocks for their personal ac- .
.counts using the same stockbrokers

who manage the portfolio of the
state-administered pension fund?

§SS Commissioner jose Gabriel
“pompee”-La Viha thinks so,-andhe™
has filed a cotnplaint against Rizaldy
the fund’s executive vice |

Capulong, _
president for investments, and three

ather officers whom he accused of

Al

Page:

- Te'no {02) B45-9555 Locai: 528E. 5285

i buying and seiling stocks for
aging the pension fund’s portfolio,

~.of ‘the 2016 election '.caihp'gigﬁ" of ..
President _-Dutert_e——'—iéxtélgd the ac-
cusations against the $8§ officials in .

an  interview ‘with - the Inquirer, '

“shortly after making the allegations

publicin‘a televised appearance ofl

"sericus dishonesty and grave mis-

conduet.”

 La Vifg—known more :"ﬁibnlié'
nently as the social media mianager

'ABS-CBN News Channel on Monday

955 Chair Amad Valdez told the
Tnquirer that the issue was beingin-

{resngated by

Cornmission, but assured the public
that members’ funds were not jeop-
ardized by the alleged malfeasance.

" - “we also want to know whether
there’s any outside influence in-

asof press time.

e e T
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“the 858 romes

tocating frades.”
o sted thgtacerediting

FRON f

et
sad.” 1= Vit 2
chiel investment ofiicer "Bus
it’s mv job. And 1 have reports
that he engaged in the same

thing.”
The aljezed malfeasance in

brish: goy an ! feel
) -
3

woiel af the

fund ingrease next
year the rate of contribution of
members {rom the current
perceni to over 12.5 percent of
the monthly salary credit to

sppks 10

enable it fo cover hzghex pen«
“sions of retirces :

3 others named in compliaint

Apart from Capulong n-
cluded in his complaint filed
with the Sucial Security Com-
mission weere cguities invest-
ment division chief Feginald

Candsiarin  sanifiae procdoncs

devejonmient heatl Frnearo
Francigen fr. gt chiel =ein
e ir.

George Ungke
tret problem ie thes:

three guvs haw & makm reiein
approving stockbro and al-
La Vifia said.

ol
stockbrokers for the S58 gave

e three ofiagls s

_.monthly eontributions of its 35

HAarg :
gree of everape with brokey
age housey that were lobhying
for the coveted account.

The $355 manages almost
Proc billion in agsets. accamu-
lated through the mandatory

" ployeesin the private

Up to g0 percent of the re
serye fund car be invested in
the equitizs market, subject 1¢
etvict eriteriz sot by the fund’s
invesiment gversight commit-
tee that La Vi chairs

e c.um.m.!..), i%'“;‘::'f,".'i
aus 385 admipisiraon had
tried to boad off potential

abmses hy of fiv ials in the fuad's
investmenis Al hy Toruining
them to dectars alt their invesi:
ments =nd having thﬁ‘:{- ap-
proved by their superior

“The previous ﬂncml %Nu
ritw Commission ir ied to von-

as rhe *;‘icnmrm""

thlee officnl

555 Commissioner Jose Gabriel “Pompeg” La Vifia

trol the grading. SS8 sald vou
can stiif trade, e von peed to
el an encorement from vouor

e canarvisar” La
Vina said,
. e said  Tandelarin and

Francisco erdovsed each oth-
or'e stock purchases, while Ca-
pulong approved them.
<LaeVinasnoteds
that theqe stock market
"iamml p.ofn
and Francizeo-—vers execitsd
bv & broker who was also ac-

credited to handle the S5§
porticlo.
And wmare critically, the

have a direct

manv stockBrbkers aceredited
with the pension fund. thus be-
ing able to decide which bro-
kerage woud gnjov the com-
missions from the SS5 buying
and selling of shares on the
Philippine S:ock Exchange.

Conflicy af interest

“They et an 585-accred-
ited brakes o their own iper
sonal] trarfdes” Ta Vifla said.
“It's a conflic: of interest. And
our rules [define] conflict of in-
terest as 'real or apparent’ on
iteface™

La Vika pointed out that

W EVETpomrsrmans

speivedatovetedsallocations
ior Candelalx?

Broughebeforeithe:SES:snthay
e rembers fundacoulddiave e

Hgtradestoithess

one stockbroker had claimedio
anree anty high net werth indi
and
ronnta hiitwere founed to
heen the conduit fon the $iades
of thase §$SS officinls.

“Tell me. are these hiyh not
warth individuals?" he ashed.

viduals cOTPOrRte A -

IPOs highreturne ...

The three officials even re-

shares of companies in the i
tial public offering {(IPO} ciage
which allowed them to make ve-
+urns of 15 percent in one to twoe
weelks, according to La Vifia.
Opportunities for returns
like this should have been

heen invesied as well. he said.

“These opportunities be-
tonr 1o the SSS. They dan’t he-
fong to you. You have a duty v
present the Upnori‘.unity in ihe
commissian,” he gaid.
zaid Ongkahe
je in charge of ¥eeping t7hs on
the 588" tnvestmen) raarger:
Tail=d weith
romplete recards of the irad
ing activities of the ke offi
cials.

Ongkeko. he said.  vas
grosslv negligent for failing 1o
fulfill this dutrv. - NG

to provige  Bm
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- _recentlv Santos sa]d the: 1ro§ps e
i served as'rear defenders dufing.
the Maraw C!ty.batﬂe '*Theyve
piayed /
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By M[‘CHAE’L PUNONGBAYAN
P T i men and wormnen.of the Phil-
-~ Members of the Armed’
.Forees of the Philippines (AFT) .
~ywhodefeated the IslamicState-
irispired Maute terrorists:in:

- Marawi Cityafter five months

of fighting refurned to Manila
yesterday to be with their fami-

lies for Christmas. .
More than 500 sailors, Ma-
rines and Seals of the Philip-
pine Navy were welcomed
as heroes by their spouses,
children and parents.
The Soldiers were honhored

in recognition of their hero-
ism foliowed by a motorcade
from Manila’s Pier 13 to the

‘Mercado said the gallant IlﬂonHap s
The Floet Marines arid s

ippine Navy. who foughtin on
Marawi would be givenmuch-  co
“meededirest. L
. After this heroes' welcome, . upor
we will be giving them a short . City
break to be with their fami- - Western Ming
Jes” hesad. - ‘mand chief Ll Gen.. _
~. “They are in high spirits, Galvez Jr. also received the -
“having successfully completed. contingents of the Army Scout .
their mission in Marawi City,” "» Ranger who were deployed in.
‘Mercado added. Marawl. s
He said the Philippine Navy Galvez commended the

alone suffered 36 casualties  soldiers for liberating Marawi
~and over 300 injuries durmg from terrorists. . R
the Marawi siege. .~ -~ Families of the soldiers and:

The Philippine Navy spent  civilians showered the Marawi
neatly P500 million in ammu=“troopers with confettiand balis
‘nition end fuel for its naval Iloons.

in Taguig TR
rine contingent deployed in
the Naval Forces Western
Mindanao (NFWM) were also

-~~--=----Marine,».Bas__e_..:@_tz.EQr_t,_BQr_ﬁ_f_a cio...

received by Philippine Navy

..Flag Officer In Command
Vice Admiral Ronald Joseph

~ Mercado during the ceremony.

.Region-ir; Muslim Mindanao
and representatives from the
“Wesmincorm. L
- Senators to visit .
_ Marawi -
“The government can rebuild
the devastated Marawi into a

model city of Mindanao with
proper planning, sufficient

CEFICE OF TRE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AF12IHE -

I

--fundi"ng: and ?olitital wﬂi the r‘1ty

_}’ESterdayn B

ThOﬁSaﬁdB"lened i Sy'm______

Aty

. and delivery operations dur-
gathe five month. Marawi. bolicprayeratthe Maraw

siege. _ 0 highllg

Mercado said the battle for * from the Maute terrorists. .

Marawi was costly. The event was led by Mayor
In Zamboanga City, the mili- Majul Gandamra, ‘officials

tary gave a heroes” welcome to  of the Lanao del Sur provin-

troops who were among the " cial government, :Gov. Mujiv

composite team that killed Is- Hataman of the Autonomous

b

- Toining them will be De-
fense Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
na, who leads the inter-agency

Sen. Joseph Victor Bjercitosaid -

" Ejercito, chairman of the

“Géfiate committee ‘ot urban’ -tfask*’f‘ér'c_:éfon:thé=i‘éhabi1ﬁaﬁt}ny

Savpey o e ratlelng

_planning and housing, said

he and other members of the
panel would visit Marawi
along with experts to come up
with a master plan to rebuild

Emall sof anpoaiy2i12agmaile

Cpr e em |

>

of Marawd; architect and urban ;
planner Felino Palafox Jr. and ;
other experts. ' :

- With Roel Parefio, John!
Unson, Paolo Romero '
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:By Julie M. Aure[no
@JMAurehoINQ

o
fighting- pro: sIslamic -State ~{IS)

terrorists in Matrawi:City when
his ymmgest daughtez Zia, was

'born

- His homecommg on Mon-.’:.

day morning was a retief to his
wife, Zara, and his other chil-
dren: He was safe and they
would spend Christmas togeth-
er.

“It was $0 hard to be away :

from them. Every day, 1 won-
dered if [ would be able to go

home alive, My family was al-_

Regmaid Dangam Was'.:-.:"" .
in: command lauded the iroops'_ G

Higan Clty to Mamla on the BR?
Tarfac.

. Vice 'A'dm Ronald Joseph:ﬁ_

 of the Maute ’_te'rrori_é:t’ group, as
‘well as the efforts of the Marine

as heroes, pointing out that the "

“success-of the military over the -
siterroristyin-Marawlwas due to
their bravery.

. Combat operations ceased
last week, after five months of
battle against Maute group and
Abu  Sayvaf terrorists who
seized large parts of Marawi on
May 23 to establish an IS en-
clave in Southeast Asia.

Of the 165 scldiers and po-

Battalio
" pecial” Op

“Mercado -said it was the

Mannes who retook from the:

terrorists three bridges—in the

villages of  Mapandi, Bangolo:
and Masiu—that were critical

to access to the main battle zone
in Marawk
The Navy's pliots o1 the

. other hand,. conducted aerial

licemen killed in the clashes, 36

" were from the Navy while more

surveillance, airstrikes on the

enemy positions, with the Naval

Ways on_my. mmd Dangam

Heroes" welcome
Dangani was one of more
than 5oo Navy and Marine
troops who arrived at Manila
$outh Harbor to a heroes’ wel-
come organized by the Philip-
pine Navy at 1ts headquarters in
:Manila: .

“than "30q Navy personriel were

¥
haif of the success of the
Marawli battle were the signifi-
cant contributions by these
sailors and Marines,” Mercado
said in kis speech.

What they did in the war,

‘‘Special Operations Group se-
gAiring Lake' Lanao i

_.troops were taken
sLanding Team the i

peratzons “Group “who were'
: among thefirst responders

"away from his family for o) Icmg :
was more difficult than to he m
the heat of thewar.: :

Manﬂa South _Haxbor the
A m0t0r~'__.

“It was so hard to be away-
from thern, my children are §till

- topyoung But we all putled

through it,” he said, adding that
he was looking forward to spend-
ing €Christmas with his family.

.. His wife was beaming with .

Sur—transported 1ogist1cs and
troops to Marawl. -~

_ "Itis my honor to personaily
gxpress my deepest admiration
and gratitude to our heroes. We
prepared for this day because

.:__._.'-_they_ truly deserve a __heroes

Navy SEALs and
tors—were transported from

ta} information on the leaders

gence operatives, who gave vi- * cadosaid.

After a brief program at

home safely,” Zara said. INQ

'prlde for her husbancl who was
“rfetedasaierer :

WATCH BH Navy gives heroes' welcome

returnlng forces ?mm Maraw; _;

“- GES n
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'Marawx City, says he is !ooklng forward to spendmg Christmas with
his 4-month-old daughter, Zia, and his family. ~MARIANNE sERMUDEZ
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éy_’_'R_OEL PARENO - the Westerri Minéénéb:' . S 'perpetrated bv Abu Sayyaf '-Indonesmns, aDutch tan
S i Command inthis ¢ity 0o banditsin Sulu... ...and eight Filipinos. remain in -
_the hands of the Abu Sayyai o

=Guertero said he did not _

a ‘Geadline, “but the order
#he soonest possibleime:
“Wearejust making. o
stire we have the necessary - 10 ‘conduct maritime patrols o
§forusto ~ topreventt the bandlts from

; : *yesterday, Brig-Gen. Cu‘}h’: o
chem N ed’ ' -"-'-Sobe]a:ﬁa }'omtTask Fore
' 'Forces chief Lt.Gen. Rey.. :_‘_:Sulu commandex,’ gatd:
“Leonardo Guerrero has . - “Sobejana'said soldiers:
“ordered government froops who fought in Marawi would '.
Ain Syl to stepup: opera{nons - beredeployed in. Sulu far the .' intelligence repo

1o rescue the remaiming - _ 0perat10ns : + mmplement the operations. - escaping. e
hostages of the Abu Sayy af Emerging from a closed~ “Thesafety of allthe = - He also stressed the need
“Crerrerd issued the - . door briefing, Guerrero - --hostages is the paramcmn’c - forjoint:Marine, Navy, Air
directive duzing his first " confirmed to journalists his consideration,” he said. " Force and Army operations
order to resoive kidnappings Six Vietnamese, five against the Abu Sayyaf.

visit as military chief to

pc L;my)[,u Lml‘,!!.(,uﬂ -—TLE ho, {02 E4 LD L
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‘"""Navy' smp}s

2 Indoneswn |

amve m

~‘Two Indonesian ships, the Kri |
Sultan Hasanuddin-366 and the Kri |
SultanIskandar-367, arrived on Sun- |
day at the Makar Wharf in Generat

Santos City as part of a goodwill visit
to the Philippines.

Kri Sultan Hasanuddin is being
skippéred by Lt. Col. Bina Irawan
Marpgung, while Kri Sultan Iskan-
dar has Lt Col Andrl Krlstlanto at
théhelm.” o

=The Indeﬂésxan wallrswerswel

“of the C‘ommand Capta;n Afdrm B.

Doctor, _ _
Also weicoming the two ships are
Indonesian Consul General Berlian

~-Napitupulu, -General Santds -City
Vice Mayor Shirlyn Nograies aet;ng
...Feneral Santos Poli

Lt. Col. Alano 8. Abdulhaiim.
In a press briefing, Napitupulu
cited the importance of the visit as

it will forge deeper mutual under-

standing between the two navies
and security personnel of the two
coeuniries through active partici-
pation in upecoming activities like
the Goodwill Games and Dinner
Reception.

He also emphasized the impor-
tance of discovering tourism and po-

tential trade partnerships between
the Philippines and Indonesia.

- Part.of the goodwill visit iz the
public viewing of the two vessels
particularly among locals of Gen-

Whart. ‘

The vessels will depart tomorrow
{November 1} after a simple send-
o1f ceremony prepared by the Navai
Forces KEastern Mindanaao.

!

. __comed by the Naval Forces Eastern._. e

__cral Santos City today (October 31} o~ =707
“from ¥ 2 m. to 12 noon at the Makar

“ango. and the 74th Naval Groupehief T
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AVAO CITY—~—Pres1dent
Duterte is urging Congress
to act “expeditiously” on

he approva} of the Bangsamoro
basic law (BBL), warning that more.

incidents similar to the Marawi siege
"’“’-may be farthcommg in Mmdana@ If

o Tf they- [awmakers] de not act
on it [BBL] expeditiously enough, I

e headed for trou’ole

"1 would see szgmﬁcant assistarice:’

'&ispatched itsyronstructionsedy

the kind of frarnéwofk'éf"gj'over—'

nance that they want.”
! told them [MILF and IVINLP 1w

they [the Moro people] are getting
impatient,” he said at anews confer-
ence last Sunday right at the Davao
International Airport shortly be-
fore he took off for his second visit
‘to Japan.

He said the government has to
continue talking with the twe Moro
revolutionaryfronts—the MoroNa-
tional Liberation Front (MNLF) and
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
{MILF)-—buthoped’ Congresswouici
expedite [BRLs] approval”

Duterte said the MNLF and the
MILE have agreed to work for a
federal setup as he also disclosed

government's willingness "togrant .
them the territories theywant,and

1
1
s
[4h]

pm e o ae
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"Congx:ess to fast—tra.ck it because

“peace, and tHat we woulde comp_

Moro fronts,” he said.

The Presidentalso assured uf gov~_' '
ernmerit commitment to pursue the™
rehabilitation of Marawi City, saying -

hat at least two powerhouse coun-
tries, Japanand China, have already
gave their commitment of support.
Duterte said that, while the issue
of the North Korean nuclear threat
and theterror threats tmegional se-
curitywould occupy much space”in
histalkwith Japan's recentlyelected
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, he said
Japaty's commitment t0 rehabilitate
Marawi City would be discussed.
© ] think the damage dlone and

e ""EXPECT Titerte to be p'ru:n an :
-, proper when. ‘he convenes w1th';_-

the outside of what we have commit-
ted. Thatis our commltment to the T

~ for the 31st Asean summit, which -

ST PR B
_."i! .L“‘ ..5_3 [

" the’ c‘nmensmn of the ziestructmn;f""
- would tell us, and .}apan? that we
+wouldpeed theirverybest, "Duterte. -

said. He said though, that, "I donot

doubt that Japan can't graciously

grantus the help. We would not ex- -
. peit 3apan to solve all the rest, but

: cons1dermg, fas)l satd; tise dititen
sion of the destruction.
"China, ‘the Preszdent said,  has

d:

1dbe.arriving scon i

'iPrnm and proper

“his Umted States counterpart e

guage ]ust to meet halfway wi
Washmgtcn s leader. :
' AccordingtoDuterte,hewill’ deai -

with Trump in the most righteous
~ way” when they meet in November™
-~ for a bilateral talk. Trump is stop-. .

ping over Manila or November 12

the Philippines is hosting.

“I would deal with President
Trump in the most righteous way,
welcomehimasanimportantleader.
Iwouldhaveto alsolistentohimand
whathehastosay,” the President said

“ip an intérview with reporters also -
last Sunday night. :

“My responses would be cah— .
brating of what-he would ask me,” '

e

Tonels
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. Duterte added.
" ThePresident expressed hisad-
mirationfor Trump, sayingheand

the US leader moves thg;r mouth

" in'the “same radence)”

'rorlsm, cooperation betweenthe
“two countries, the fight agamst
illegal drugs and all of these...
. the:Chief Executive said.
.. TInlike former US President
' Barack Chama, Trump has backed

* . Duterte'swar ondrugs,whichhasre-

‘por rtedly claimed thousands of lives
in police operations and vigilante-
style killings. In fact, the US leader

- ...'The two leaders have conveyed
sxmllarmews onthesecurity situa-
tioninthe Korean Peninsula, with
Trump aiming to bring North Ko-
““yaa to iti knees if it does not stop
its nuclear program and Duterte

Asked what he will bring up "’
rump in their” bilateral”

omreeting; _Duterte said he w1l‘i_ _
o “the-iisual matters of con-
e‘cween Manilaand’
e Ts would be ters

pan and'South Korea and Mr. _Klm
o talk and ‘fo convince him’io ‘sit :
“rdGR T vound tabletand to el

“him that nobody is interested to

' Senéte'Pres'id'éntAquﬂ inoL.Pimen-

ccondemning . Pyongyang’s leader...

'I‘he problem is that nobody
is talking “to him. If somebody-"
could just reach him out, talk to
him and say something like, “My

“friend, why}ust niotjoin meat ﬂﬁe g
““table”, and we just-have-tostalk:

about this” he added.-
ould be good if the US,

get Him out, and that there will
be no war, if he would just tone
down and stand down, and stop
the threats,” Duterte said.

Senators’ expectations

'SENATORS are keenly expectmg
__Japans renewed comiitment to
boost Philippine development e

‘berder- defense capabllztzes Yes,

“and secutity -rélatlonsh1ps _w1t'h'-'
o Tapan

Senate Maj“orif.y Leader Vi-

~ente €. S6tE6 1 told the Busi-:

NESSMIRROR he, too, expects
Japan to reaffirm support for

“fhe Philippine Armed Forces

£

Se Joéep"h VICtm Ejer o,
whoioined the Philippine delega-

" tion for the Japan mission, said

e is also looking forward to Ja-
pan’s funding commitment to
help modernize the Phﬂ:ppme
railways system :

Bjercito, Im a text message to the -
BUSINESSMIRROR, said the funding
assistance could come “from Jica
© [Japan ‘International Cooperation

tel 111 indicated on Monday that he

" hasyet to contirm if Japan will also

bare plans to provide néw naval-pa-

-trolvesselsto helpthe Armed Forces ...

of the Phlhp@mes protect bordersin

siKim:Jong:Un: f
dangerous toys.”
The President, however, said he
believesthat the North Koreanleader
could be persuaded to “tone down,
or stand down” in its nuclear-arms
- butldup *if he [Kim] could be also as-
sured that no one is veally planning
to rerove hirn.”

piaymg with o

Philippines,” Pimentel said, even as

" he admitted expectations of a size-

able Japanese fundingassistancere-
sultingfrom Duterte’s visit te Tokyo.

- “What I monitored is their commit-

ment of ¥1 trillion of “assistance” in
the next five years.”

#has'called: the President.on. AptileerHOLLS. whan the, President and hls

Agency] ODA [offlclai deveioment
' ass1stance] .

admitted he was hoping to brmg
home the good news about fund-
ing source for the railway-modern-
ization program. Before he left for |

.Japan, Ejercito said he was- upbeat

about the Tokyo trip telling report-
ers he'was Iikely invited tojoin the

railways advacacy.”

“Soletushope for the best Ejer-
cito told reporters, voicing aspira-
tions that funding for the “subway

" and other railway projects will al-

ready be signed.” ManuelT.Cayon, Eljiah Felice
E, Rosales and Butch Fernandez .
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" pasa ang pamukalang Bang- - :
: samaroBa,schaw (BBL) - -maglutulak ng BBL upang . JAyon: ay Pangilong
L ol act on - paiawigin ang AUONOIROUS ... Duterte, ipinangako rifyA:sa
- (the BEL).expeditiously, T - Region in Muslim Minda-~ -dalawang grupo “na isuse-
think that we are headed for a0 (ARMM). o longmtoangfedezal system
trouble:habalani Pangidong Dahil dito, umapela § -ofgovernrmentat paranarin
Rodrigo Duterte bago ang - Panguiong Duterte sa Kon- - - umano 5a kapayapaa.n ng
' jemyang flight sa Francisco *greso na ipasa na ang nakl- Mindanzo. “The failure.to
Bangoy International Adr- rang pan - vhahilitate Marawi:could.
_portsaDavao City. bagotu—_ : 'YMIImgeCongmsszo - have grave consequinces, for
L ymungd safapan. . fost- ﬁ'ackrfbecaaseth@ are Mmdanaoandforthmwrry
- ..-Rabilang: saunukoy i _getz‘mgrmpaﬂem pabayag counry,! dagdagpang Pu-
: Pdngulong Duterté ang’ pani Duterte. " ““nong Bhekutibo.
Moro I‘aiamxc L]bemtmri . AngBBL ay a5 mga (Mylene Alfonsa}
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~ with not one build _
" battle zone where the Maute rebels and their

Islamic State coborts made their last stand. .
" Private buildings are filled with bullet and shell

- holes. The domes of the mosgues rise above the

-destroved bmldmgs but they tooare bmken and
. battered. - : :

‘Behind all this phvsm'

.foﬂevmng statistics on the human t@H"_-Abouz 920

“terrorists killed; along with 165 soldiers and pelice- .f _
.. tnen and 47 cmhans 1 700‘_§;roopers wounded; 1, 780

ing left unscathed in the'm'mh:--'.- b

destruc on are the._'

“tionof Marawx was the: crowmng ]ewel of General’
Afio’s career,” Hie said, “His distinguished leadership

resulted in a stronger AFP that did not just'secure
our nation, but also secured our people sirustand .

handled their mission, with all. d

. back-on assaults that might endanger hostages.

: g the:
mgs mcludmg mosques, the febels were usmg as
defensive bulwarks, But the AFP leadership and
“Beld commanders stayed on with the policy of re- -

_straint, to fight but with due concern for what the
‘people ‘of Marawi hold dear, including their places
-of worship....

When ﬁnaﬂy the ﬁghtmg ended Iast week and

the troops started leaving Marawi City, grateful

won praise from many quarters for the waylts men. D
concerniforthe

safety and interésts of the local populace, heﬁdmg* o

Lagt August, President Duterte, concerned that

‘the war had taken_ too long, sald he was leavmg 1t

the Phﬂlppme Drug Enforcement Au onty (PDE

' as lead enforcement group in the ¢ampaign.

- This may be well be a big challenge facing Gen—
eral Afio but we are confident that with what he
was able to accomplish in the AFE: he will be able

. to carry out his new duties in the DILG, including

- supervision of the PNP mth great capabxhty and
competence. ey :

¢
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. corigratulate P'reéi:d_ent Rodri goRoa
-+ Duterte for his decisiveness in-ending -

the war in Marawi. And the govern-
ment troops, including 165 fallen sol-
diers and policemen who gave up their
lives to secure peace in the once-quiet,
beautiful mountaintop city in Mindanao.

It took the government nearly five
months, beginning on May 23, to silence
the frightening sounds of guns and
bombs in the Muslim-dominated -city.
On Oct. 17, President Duterte declared
Marawi free from “ferrorist influence,

ion of Mara I
. i Hov Oivias
Maute and Isnilon Hapilon led to
Marawi’s liberation. The two were killed
in the main battle zone of Marawi, the
provincial capital of Lanac del Sur, some
1,400 kilometers-south of Manila.-

. Reports say atotal of 920 of the Maute
group, 163 government froops-and &7

civilians were kille
i perations T ; ;

Now the task of rehabilitation has
begun — a painful process, to say the
least. Estimates place the rehabilitation
to cost P50 hillion, Television footages
show majority of the buildings blownup
to smithereens. What harrowing sights.
Families are bunched up in refugee cen-
ters, the women crying, the men bitter:
where will they stay when thev refurn
“home”? There are around 400,000
homeless people wondering where
they will live for now, when temporary
shelters are just being built.

It will take months, nay, years, for
people to live riormal lives; for their chil-
dren — the trauma will be there forever.

We onlookers from the outside, are
relieved by the death-of-elements of
terrorism.

CEFICE OF THE ARKY CHIEF PUBLI SFFABEE ~ Dl atel Calpe &l
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ed during the militar

" DOMINI M. TORREVILLAS
days of Marawi
gl 'we could not boast that the

- Maute and ISIS forces have been totally
defeated. An pbservér quiickly noted that”

“w{miarking)-the beginning-of-rehabilitar-

—-

the ISIS are still everywhere - with other
extrernists ready to fight and kill. Of this
we should all watch out for.

There is yet another war that we must
brace ourselves against — the attempt of
legislators to legalize medical marijuana.
Here we must support Buhay Rep. Lito
Atienza in fighting this impending devil:

Atienza is urging his colleagues i’
Congress to throw out the bill legalizing

wedical marijuanay warning thatsthes
‘measureisbound to create a publichealth

th

crisis in America. .
tienza, the House senior deputy
minority leader, fears that allowing
medical marijuana to be prescribed by
Filipino physicians will result in the
opioid crisis that is happening in the US

“lief.
fekdet

The House committee o health ear -
tecommended the passage of the”
oged Act Providing Filipinos

+ ol Access to Medical Marijuana,®
or House Bill 6517.

Floor debates on the bill are expected
to begin when the House reconvenes
on Nov. 20. Atienza said the susceptibil-
ity to abuse far outweighs any and all of
the unproven benefits of allowing the

‘prescription of marijuana. -

| “Marijuana is a poisomn. No 'a:r_riouﬁt
of sugar-coating will make the illegal

" drug less toxic,” hessaid, adding

that even the US Food and Drug

& tary
does not meet the criteria for curtently
accepted medical use in treat-

ment, that there is a lack of accgptw
ed safety for its use under medical

“gupervision, and that it has a high

potential for abuse. .

result of the US FD'A_.‘ {uli'n'g

-medical marifuana, S

the growing misuse of and addic-
tion to opioids that claim the lives of
91 Americans every day.

The crisis is due to the over-prescrip-

tion of opioids such as oxycodone and-

fentanyl as pein medication, resulting
in uncontrolled dependency and fatal
overdoge among users.

Atienza warns that the bill that seeksto
authorize physicians to prescribe medical
marijuana, once enacted, would “open the
floodgates to abuse and addiction.”

The legalization of marfjuana in the

U5 has micant big business, agstiallang”

big time farmers have planted the sub-
stance in millions of acres. Marijuana is

clared a public health emergency over

just one step away from addicts turning..-

to more destructive substances.

PO
[

AT AN

‘the

I..
i
says

eral Tevel in'A
Atienza. :

The Philippines’ Bureau of Food and
Drugs (BFAD) is following the USFDA
standard, and sc will not allow the use
‘of marijuana for medical purposes

The Philippine Medical Association s -
categorically opposed t© the passage of
HB 6517, saying it runs counter fo the
State's policy to protect the well-being
of its citizenry, says*AtiEnza.

Emmanuel M. Cabusao, chair of the
National Rizal Youth Leadership Insti-
tute Knights of Rizal, sent me a copy of
a petition by 606 students of the Suitan
Kudarat State University-Glan campus
decrying the closure of their school by

1Y and the refusal of the school to
accept freshmen enrollees starting last
Turn to pags 12

ymeafl com - T
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year. Cabusa0 “Wragiin 8
’ jeadership conference for the you
 pressed him for their patriotic character an
Tesolve totake active rolésin their _c_ommunities',-
conducing outre ' B
“glementary sch
“ing fora on fe
11 1ake shores:

S .--;Tk'{e'Glan--'_eXten'_ on program,
~inceot Sé'r_anga:};i;_{}p'e_ﬁed‘in'ZOOB through a memoraf- .

dum of agreement signed betivestithe local govern-:
tment of Glan, arid the Sultan Kudarat State
whose main campus is located in Tacorong,

Kudarat province.

versity,an

gy and accounting
also offered a master in
~public management.. ..
: The Glan eytension
- . grams of the SKSU, th
Bagumbayary,

es_t_abli_shed by MOAs be

educ

and-Sen. Ninoy.

arangani-ia

located i

is one of '_fdur-eXtenSion pro-
¢ other three being in Surula,

Aquino;

tween the towns
tf all_under

s{::}une for
th who im=

The province nearest-Clan1s Gen-

eral Santos, one-and-a-half hout bus ride away. The

aimn of the estabiishment of the SKSU-Glan extension

campus was 10 provide access and equity
education through quality and affordable tuith
for children of poor farmers and fisherfolk: .

From 2007 to 2017, the Glan extensio

‘has produced more than 3,000 graduates, ANy
A_._».mof\rth_gm,_vg 3 T

onHigh

_ The closure 0
fieed the approval 0
LGU - decision. It.on
;- boar St
e
“and faculty:
the Senate and .Cong
NEDA and DOST: -
The ‘urav
many hives in
petition 54y
vehicle to trans
component
A feud betwee
the town has p
decision of the
Instead, the prese
its own school, call
d . According to the.
“older” Glan campit

and the und-
the Cornmission

oi. et entollees lastyeal AREA
~-and fourth year. that

5

over the town’
- How sad what 1
education.

programs are
#ams which hav
of Rdncation to7state
Kalamansing, Palit-

er Education. Four o
o s ealle :

converted by the
colleges; these arein-upayan;
bog and Isulor.- ol

4 chartered . prog
Department

£ the SKSU- ehsion did Tot
fCHED asitisa
ly needed to
.3 of i CHED fepresenta-.
I¢ alusmrus; 2 student
W prominett s“gach n
ress, and regional. frect

ersity Glan extens
the community, ¢
#ig-considered
form -our people into &

the most important

sent mayors of
resulting in the
e Glan campus.
on has put up

e disruptive,
SKSU to close

de la Cerna, the .
d nOt'-ac’cep'tlfresh :

dean Duice
extensiond

5 college educationt. . e
do to students’
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Roosevelt ini the immediate aftermath of the wat. _

_ The Filipiné veterans and their families still remember
thai the 79th United States Congress enacied the Resms
sion At of1946 oni February 18,1946,

* The Rescission Act retroactively annuﬂed beneﬁts that :
would havebeen payable to the Filipino troops on account
. of theirmilitary service under the'auspices ofthe US:dur--.
ing the t;rne that the Phﬂ:ppmes was a US:temtoz’y and‘ _

“more méanmgfu] had the us leglslatu?é not 'réneged on
 the promises made 10 them by President: Frankhn Delano _

) '.smnal Gold Medal after ﬁghtmg in thewar -

- and just tli‘at this vetetar will also begetting health benefits

It should not be lost on ‘anyone that ﬁlmeda ‘had: been
“waiting 75 years for the moment to-come. It's-wonderful

ive $15,000

;nshlp, and that he wﬂl ﬁnally _;e

ilipinos were US nationals. -

: zng pamgraph Servza,e blefnre July

“pther competent authority in the Army of the United
States, shall not be deemed to have been active military,

'_'orgamzed ;mhtary ferces of the Governmem of the :
" Commonwealth of the Philippines, while such forces
_were in the service of the Armed Forces of the United =
' States pursuant to the military- r}rder of the Premdenf

~appointed, 'ées1gnated' ‘or subsequently recognized by |
the Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Area, or

‘naval, or air service for the purposes of any law of the

“United States conférring rights, priviléges, ot benefits
B upon ary person by reason of the service of such person

"or the service of any other person in the Armed Forces.”
" 'We should mark and reinember these words in hght

of our history. During World War If, more than 200,000
Filipinos fought in defense of the United States against -
the Japanese in the Pacific theater of military operations, -

.and more than half of them.died. As.a commonwealth. .

to'see the’ day when'thev ould just
~for the1r semce and samﬁce

- undl it was ﬁnally passed
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KAPUSO SUPPORT OUR TROOPS | GMA, Willie

Posted by Alvin Santiago on October 30, 2017 at 128 Piiwww. dwdd.com

FOR THE SOLDIERS’ SACRIFICES

Lived Forees of the Philippines Chielof Stefl Ger Eguardo Ao receives FO-Million-in sheque-
from GMA Network and Mr. Willie Revillame during n tudic guesting. with 800 other £FF
sersonnst, o Wowowin

0

Wir.Revillame alss made a ¢ o ior the Chief of Siaff who hac his

mancaiory retirement oo JCL

Of the gonation. F1 & ! v -.-‘\"' e Pg il e civen 1o the wounoes gidiers
fMarawi, while PZ Iui!iicm from GidA B ework % asl De ¢ c;'acaued io the AFP Marawi Casually
Landnank accours.

)

fremy the AFP Health Service Comm
e smauaners, and Maor “s@"-rm:

o the Ge

SR

{;

;arzsulpatod as stut iv udisnce ang coniesianis on e aflernoon variety ghow, YW owowin which
re Ociober 26-27. 2077

honcrs around 800 soidi
\w:t &g Ma-"a-f--' & Sayan written by
osther songs dac . & irv . he gave the soid
zockets, mobile j,".-::-%s ~d thresz moose and ol pers as for the cr""vi mﬁ"s :o::;s\' ol the

uf!arFa"miy reprs

Army Core Purpese: Serving the people. Securing the land.

/4




Army vision: By 2028, & wonc-class Army that is & source of nationa. pride.
Navy spends P500-M in ammo, fuel in Marawi fighting

By Priam Nepomucenc Joiloss 30 10

MANILA -- The Philippine Navy (PN) has speni nearly half a billion pesos for ammunition and fuet

“during the-fivesmonthbattleto remove-the-Maute Group-erroriste-in-Marawi-City:

This was emphasized by PN flag-officer-in-command Vice Admiral Ronald Joseph Mercado during the
sidelights of the weicoming ceremonies for the returning Fleet-Marine contingent held in Pier 13, Manils

South Harbor on Monday.

"Weil.-as-far as the PN is concerned. just.for the ammunition.(and fuel} alone we nearly extended half &
hillioR pesGE B3R jUSE imaging the number ¢ trips this vear undertook to bring ali-our AFP-combat
vehicies. artifery, ammunition and people from aff over the different isiands down to lligan and the fuel

for our helicopiers,” he said.

Also. Mercado said that he is more than satisfied with the PN's combat performance iri the Marawi City
campaign.
"Wery. very satisfied ¥ the President is satsiize with the performance of the AFP. T am more than

satisfied with the performance of our saiior an d marines," he added.

Mercado also pointed oul that it was the Phitippine Marines Corps who racaptured three important
bridges -- Mapandi. Banggolo and Masiu - ir: the Marawi City campaign.

2 to be around 500 to 800 parsonnel and consists of marines.

The returning contingent's size is estimatec to
sailors. aviators and "Seals” deployed in WMaraw! City during the height of the battle

“These personnel were transported from tiigan City to Manila by the BRP Tarlac (LD-601), one of the two

branc -new straiegac seall ﬁ vessels of the Pr\

o Aﬁé"r’"t’%ie céréhﬁohyﬁdhofinh them mem berc of '%ne F‘-”Ieet Marme con’tmaem were tr "zsnortmd vig:
Forl Bonifacico, Taguig

motorcade from Pier 12 to their headquariers i Maring Base Rudiardo Brown in
City.

During the motorcade. the PN's AgustaWestiand AW-109 combat utility helicopters dropped flowers on
the procession to honor the victorious troops.

Around 820 Maute Grour terrorists were killes in the five-month campaign that slared last May 22 wnen

government troops triec to arest Abu Sayya! leader Isnilon Hapilon and hie ¢cohoris

In the fierce fighting that foliowed, around 165 government troops were kilied inciuaing &5
marines. (PNA}
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