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o -Washmgmn and Betjmg have seen
their relations -grow _ increasingly
-fraught since a promising summit be-

‘tween Trump and Chtnas Xi Jmping
in April. AFP

A
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Al weekbyﬁhe oppe‘utmn interim :
- government in-exile and by the .
3 ‘*y'mn?slamm Couricit (‘?3(') abody

of Byrian Miishin clerics eélabiished -

in 204 in Turkey. -

- PWe st end the fraauréd sta!.e;:_.?
we are now faging and umfymnkx S
said thé SiC; calling on rebfxls “to

. mrm ins rweiutmnary armg.”
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zﬁaii ef the mmma{ 1e5,1me

: 1riéludmg i

. backed_ zebe]

10-take al] necesaary stepst 5
: the :mflatwe succec,d e

he ;\mmmenf Islamist ;
- gronp Abrar al-Sham and *I‘urkmhm

were alternatives in Syria‘to Assad 3
° loyalists 'ofionie hand and Jthadxsts :
o om the, Gther .

S additwn to kmng temtury to‘ :
Ass.-axi’s army, rebels bive also elashed -
with jihadists from the Islamic State *
growy and Hayat Taheir sbSham,- .

“That faehng of isolation may. have o

_ pmhe{i rebels to back this part&cular -

plan, said Churles Lister, an expert, -

- on Syria’s rebel mavement atthe
n Middle East Institute, - '

'Thé inteyim g,overmnent bcmi the i
“brmg the

Thg only reason & bay thls nnght B

g he differeiit 18 because the

_ Jppmﬂwn g attuatmn is much morb e

_ ay;
“This is the only oplion they have:

left if they have: &ny Irmpe to be
1 ‘seen as Tegitimate
: Listel smd zdea was ‘We.m very; e
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: ' . 2SS Medals to Statf Sgt, Dexter Baldisacaand Cpl. Renato
“.“Antecristo during the Eastern Mindanao Command Hth Founding Aniiversary celebration at
The Naval Station Felix Apolinario in Panacan; Davao City o S A

n Friday.
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after hie had b

Biocking operations along the border of Lanao
de! Sur and Maguindanao were already established
even hefore news of a possible spillover surfaced,
~he-sald.

. Senator Ralph Recto on Saturday urged the gow
ernment to help wounded soldiers in Marawt City by
giving them & much bigge: financial assistance and
reward.

“If the injuries sustained by the wounded are so se-
vere that they would require lifetime care and assisted
living, then it is time to review if existing policies are
-enpugh to provide those;" Recte said. -

Under existing rules, a soldiet or a pohceman per~

manently maimed during combat or operations, getsa -

one-time P250,000 financial atd. The senator wants this
guadrupled to P1 miflion.

Recto called far the augmentation of the budget for
the Comprehensive Social Benefits Program, which
lists the aid 1o be extended to killed and wounded
uniformed personnel, as it was based on an estimate
of 681 personnel killed or wounded during the entire
year.

He said: “The war in Marawi was not factored in. If
guns need 1o be reloaded with ammo, the same is true
for the funds of programs to help the wounded and the
kitled.

“The woundad are the other heroes of Marawi. Thev
are casuaities, too. They may not have paid the ultimat.:

sactifice.f0.keep the peace. but theirvalorand.Courage.. ..

are no lessfierce”

and defend themselves if Maute child fighters-would
take up arms and fire at troops.

The mititary had eariier said they had cornered the
Maute group in a 500-sguare-meter area in Marawi
City, with terrorists’ leaders Abdullah and Omar Maute
“helieved to be still fivthe area.

Government sources said another terrorist ieader,
_Hapilen, remained alive but was no lonaer in Marawi
seenin B openly as tle |r;ﬁght--’
ing reached more than a‘hundred days.

"There has been a rift going on, he's being baited fto
authorities)” sources said, adding there had baan de-
moralization among terrorists ranks.

The military, however, has yet to cfficially confirm

TJL

soPadilasaidihie soldsers would beforceddoretaliates

the information on Hapilon's whereabouts.
An operation against Hapilon in Marawi City led 1o
the Maute group's siege fast May 23, which prompted

President. Duterte’s declaration of martial law I Min-

danao.

Earlier, Duterte said it was unllkeiy to Hft martial law
in Mindanao before the end of 2017 because of a possi-
ble spilfover of viclence brought about by the fighting
in Marawi City to the Autonomous Segion in Muslim
Mindanao,

Recto said the number of wounded servicemen in
Marawi had exceeded the 1,000 mark by now.

 The military does not provide a tunning tally of

‘troops-wounded since extremists oveiran the ity on

May 23.

But when officials of Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines met with senators on the Marawi erisis prier to
the special session of Congress last July 22 to tackle the
extension of the state of martial law in Mindanao, the
number of wounded government troops had reached
845 by then, Recto said.

"That was the reported figure as of July 7. At that
time, the report was 823 AFP personnel wounded plus
22 from the police. That was the figure 47 days ago,”
Rects said.

Unlike killed in action, the total to date of which is
mentioned in every report, military battlefield reports
do not carry & running total of wounded-in-action.

Thursday’s push also wounded 54 troops, accordrng
1o media reports that quoted mifitary spokesmen.

Recto said he was not questioning what appears 10
be a palicy to embarge information on total number
of wounded.

“The people desarve the right to salute their heroes;”
Recto sajd.

He said storfes of wounded personnel reporting 10

picted en who'are Herogs.

Me said the budget of the AFP Med:cai Center,
pegged at P1.613 billion for 2018, should he increased
to accommodate the needs of wounded servicemen,
tohsn Paole Bencite and Josl Zurbanoc

By..Aug...31,.the number. of saldiers, killed had o
climbed to 136, the latest three wounded in the retak- -
ing: of astrategicbridgethatleadsitothecity.:

the ‘front with” injurias- not yet campietely healed de- R
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Whe Wlanila Times i Page: Ay

£ w_ounded sold s

o) depit}red that xe num- .

" hospitalization for ther,

{Inder the’ CSBP permanently

| : dlsab}ed servicemen will get'a -

financial assistance of P250 000~
while those suffermg mmm and -
major injuries; T P100,000.

- Permanently ‘disabled seméé

mien aré entitled 1o fout types-of -

ass1stance ﬁnancml shelter, which'
is 2 unif costing. P450,000 within- o
a mthtary o1’ pohce housing site;
education, with annual stipends -

1o twoi;dependents, and medical,’

He. said the budge

bﬂhon for 2018; should be in-

"“creased 16 accomenodate the needs'

of wouﬁded semcemen

every réport,‘i Imhtary batﬁeﬁeid 1e-
‘poris “do not ca_rry anunningt 1otal of
- WiAsor Wounded m-action,” hesaid.

which covers hﬂspital Ation and

Medlcal Center, pegged at P1613°

E ‘was' 823“AFP personnei wounded
: plus 22 from the pohce That was

the figure 47 days ago,” he said,
-~ Unlike KiAs o iulled in acnon, the

By August 31, the number of

5 sold1ers killed Tad climbed to 136,

the latest thiee fatally wounded in

54 troops, accordmg to media'e-

~ports that quoted mﬂltary spokes-
Cmen; hg sald.

On July 22 42 soidlers were'

estlmate of 681 personnel kllled
: 01‘ wounded dunng the entire year.
#f the injuries eustamed by the
wounded are so_ severe thiat they
3 ' ' care and
: asswted hvsng, then it Ume tore:
view if existing pohczes a 'enough
"to prowde those, Recto said.
“The: war i1 Maraw' Was - not
_factored in,” he said, adding the
existing aid package for wounded
personnel should be Sﬁid!ﬁd

ﬁera:f o he sald

“Marawi crisis prior to the specmi

~gession of Congress last July 22t0-
tackle the extenswon of the state‘

@

'm What a ears to be'a poli
“’Ehev are casualtles t00. They ' g P oIy

may not have paid the ultimate -
‘sacrifice to keep the peace, but -
“theirvalor and: cou1 age aré n{) Tess

o embdrgo information on total
number of wounded.
“The people deserve the r1ght to

: sahste theit heroes,” Recto said. He
...i said stories of wounded personnel
- reporting to the front with'injuries
" not yet completely healed depict

Recto noted that when ofﬁctals of ‘men‘who are heroes. -

the AFP (Armed Forces of the Phil- %
1ppmes} ‘briefed senators on the-.

“There are wounded soldiers who

“yant 1o Fashed back 1o the front
-becauise they want to fight alongs1de
: mth their cotntade in arms,” he said,

BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO
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gés ot provide a”
aﬂy of troop:.'

the eity May 28,
August 31, the num-
f soldiers Jilled had-
ed’ {0 136, the latest
"three fatally 'wou.n&p& in the
etaking of 4. strategac:
lirtdge thaf leads to the city.-
'hux_'sdays push alsé
~wounded 54 troops, ac:
arding. to media- reports
“that’ guited - m:htary
: spekesmen “Isang araw
lang yan na tala ng su--
_'gatan Recto notad. . )

“*May isang araw :mong
d u]y 22, na 42 dng waund— )
‘od sa loub ng 44 oras. 5o

They' may not ‘have! pazd :
the: ultxmate saerifice to
I«eep the peiice;’ but theu"_
i i v valor fand’ mu:age are 70!

augmentatmn ‘of ‘the bud~ - less fierce™: -,
"-'-'_-get for the Comprehenswu i Reety” sani the! umber
i g ; : -'wounded semcemen in

are heroes.: :
e *May mga sugatan malln
.'hmch ‘pa;naghihilom ‘ang
to i:-e a‘-polny e embargo s-sugat. rushed back 19 the -
sinformationon tgtai num: - Aront because they want toi
“ber-of R f“ ght alongmde thh thexr-:-

ing aid: i package for'_ ﬁnanmal sheli:er, whirh is
AT : waunded personnel should 4 P4A50,000 bnit within a
“rin': The _ people ‘deserve’he R rmlztary or palice housing
Lthe right fe salute the1r S0 site; education; with an. .
her : : nual: stipends o 4wo de— .
e ;-;_-twns, loss vof. sight; dap b penidents;-and ‘medical;
_waunded personnei repnrtu_._ _«iagdagm1 panatin, gawitig - which: covers: hus;ntahza- :
Ang tothe front with - P milhen: AL igarantisa tion:and’ mamtenance :
r_iééi‘-_fl:x;nﬁ__ yeot completely ~ang habambuhay na alaga_ medzune :
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_'the Army three: r1t1es an' a.i:
~grenade launcher, according i
o SSrdIB chJef Lt* Col Harold @

f.'mcxpahty of Senator’ Nmoyf
: ;Aqmno_m this pmvmce on

"_.'_Ome,Adot Stale and Eson, all  render after realizing that:
sumamed Digan~belonged to - they have not been getting
- the NPA's Guerrilla Front 73, anything good from the NPA . -

- which opérates in the hmter—_ -and ‘their lives are al'tisk
. lands of Sultan Kudarat and':.-' everyday..They alsomissed =

; Sou‘ch Cotabato. - - -7 their. famzhes, Cab_unoc.?; o
. The group is reportedly 'i's»aud ' SRR P

- known for harrassing farnn«'E T

e

. TSy who; refuse to.pay.t

the cnmmumstm '

officials aj Wi

-leaders reportedly facilitated - present the surrenderees to" - i
. the'surrender of the girervillas - Sultan Kudarat Gov: Pax Man-
~ to'thé Army’s 33rd Infantry" gudadatu next week. -
'Battahon (IB) m ‘a remote,ai; P —]ohn Unson G

[
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8 NPA sumuko sa Sultan Kudarat
© 7 LIMANG miyeitbro n g New People’s Army ang nagbabang
armas at:sumuko &8 Philippine Army-sa ‘Sen.: Ninoy. Aguiao,
Sultan Kudarat.. . S
3 Si_nabi_é'ni Lt:Col; Harold _Ca__b_'m;oc,-_Ce’)m_r__napding'{o

lSH-anyo
-1 6, at F

wvKabilang §4°
‘Ome Digan, 48.:Ad
- Sumuko rinang isang ¢ ild'Wan‘lor:iakjnil_alalamang 5a pang
:lang Siale; 16, na ni-recruit ng rebeldeng gripo noong 2015570
- Jsinukorin ng mga ito ang tatlong mga armas kabilang ang isang /.
cak: 30 M1 Garand, Cal 30 M2 Carbine, at isang 40 M7

Gretade Launcher. - G R e S
¢ Kwento ni Misuari Diga, 2014 nang i-recruit siya i Ka Mae.:
<mac sa barangay Tupi Bato. Nakimmbinsi raw siyang sumapi sa
i Brupo makaraang pangakyan ns ticlungan silang mabawl ang
j" -~ Ang mya surréndeices zy inepres
shgSulean Kidarat natu iakali
o para Sa s eheitdény g

] . : 5285, 5295
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FIDAPAWAN CITY — The Ay
here said vesterday. it tolled a plot
by the MNew Feople's Aviny {HPA)
o launch atiazcks in North
Cotabuto with the rocovery of 20
Arvmalite rifles and two Huand
grofaties.

Col. Harold }‘;;g,dnu LR,
COMANGOT 6F Lhe Armiy’s Uide
Infantry Battalion, suid mﬂmn\
inrelligency ayents pncovered 4
plot by the KPA's Guerilla Frond
Ao altack government Brees aad
givilian conmsunitios,

Argamuosy said e communisis
who ambushed Prosident Dute w&";
military escorts i A,
Ciiiaby (T ;
Lo Guerills From 66 o)

The THOUNGAILS Aro0 110 DG GonL
highest pesl — MU Aps,
Lol Boberio Aoy, comamndey
of the Army’s Hi0zZpd I ;f'am;rv
Brigade, landed the 20u018 {ur the
Tarrvesi ol owo NI meniliers,
ideniiied as Worde Tapupis Boton,
.liwmx Old laborer andGoorg
T Landngan Gy, U o fame
residents of Bavangay hatipunal,
Bidapawan Oty and U recover;
of 20 higls povered vifles
Argamosa sad bis unit recctved
a tip froon an indurnn abow weo
e suspiciousty taaling fre
that were Lo e burjed In the vl
He Ssunediataly dispatehaed &
teant of soldiers ac :.nmiseu:im% by
police officers tu i site whi
they arrested the two and
recovered the firearme,
North Cotaluse e eolebeating
ite Fowmgiation anndversany wiildi a
serics of aeliviine i
Foallvungan Posdsd
Sobdiors have beon prassd un

P

B

heightened slert following the
wery of flbearins.

Larst monily, Lo Army arve ssied
a stbeoomnunder of Guerilla From
53 i nearh
s Reeping thr
it oitib lisking devices.
i sehs Juter, (he NPAs
cuptured Palieo Gifieer 1 Bristel

i

Fekilals town who
M-16 Armalite

Gatalair in what avthorities

belivvod was retaliation for the
arrest of MRS leader
Luast Fridav, {hke Army

sueovered & huge arms cache from

suspected communigie, following a
"i!meh and emt civute intelligence

id by (‘Wlhal! i

ATTHEY ﬁ)iﬁﬁ]b

drujuy wure recovered while two
wdier Arnudive rifles were scizaed
fram two suspucted rebas,

L CGoll Hirold ATgainoss,
capander of e Army's Sith

tlmt lhe fwo men whe

atlabons ud inaradic.

said 1 vifies ke m i circular |

clabined they were farmers were |

covght wt past 12 midnight while
Bothe wet of burying 18 M-16
armaliie ritter and fwoe hand

arensdoes iy Barnngay atipanan,

Foactaprveai VI

:\'}‘}“'E"‘
ahotit S nerers from whre they
were wecosted was the guns’ hurial
site,” Arusiiosg said,

"somoe heve already been
Biried,” he added

Syncar ssid the soldiers arrived
by villeg wi B200 s and
o Bwn soung men dragging
; s e huge hole
ar Purok 9 Katipunai PR

Yoo, &

did e eapect us and
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CGMTY, Mawab, Compostela Vailey Province (DWDD) - A joint police-military sectrity
operation leads to the arrest of two NPA rebels and seizure of 20 M16 armalite rifles in Brgy
Katipunan, Kidapawan City on Friday, 01 September 2017 .

The combined troops of 39th Infantry Battalion, Kidapawan City Police, and Cotabato
Province Public Safety and Security Company (CPPSSC) were checking on reports from
the populace that armed men who were planning to conduct atrocities against civilians were
seen at Purck 3 of the said barangay.

_Colonel.Roberto Ancan, 1002 Infantry Brigade commander revealed that a group of NPA

. new recruits were being task to conduct tactical offensives al unspecified areas.”

“With this information at hand, the military together with the police immediately planned an
operation purposely fo foil an impending threal, " added Ancan.

While proceeding to BréyKaﬁpQﬁén, the Joiht ﬁbii‘ce-m'ii‘sta'ry' team chanced upon two

...persons.carting suspicious objects which were later found to be two M16 rifles. The
- grrested persons were identified-as WowiaBoton and - George Cuyo, who are both NPA 00 000

members under alias Choi of Guerila Front 53.

The arrested duo later revelead the location of an arms cache where additional 18 M16
armalite rifles were discovered and recovered. Arrested duo Boton and Cuyo were turned
over to Kidapawan police for filing of appropriate charges.

Major General Noel S Clement, 101D commander lauded the police and military forces
involved in the succesful security operation against the NPA and gave assurance of the
military’s respect and observance of the Human Rights (HR}) and International Humanitarian
Law (IHL). “We were able to prevent the NPA rebels from wrecking fear and havoc among
the civilians,” Clement said.
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Clement added, “We have seen here the strong cooperation of the concerned people who
were fed up by the presence of the NEA rebels who still continue to threaten, extort and
recruit hapless civilians,”

Police and.military have intensified ils security measures in the said area. 10DPAG [ MCAG
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Military, police, civilians donate blood

By Priam Nepomuceno Sepiember 2, 2077, 5:5Tpm

MANILA ~ An estimated 2,000 civilians, reservists, police and military personnel participated in the

simuitaneous bloodletting activity at the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and Philippine National Palice ™~

(PNP) headquarters in Quezon City and various Unified Commands Saturday mormning.

The event was spearheaded by the Dugong Alay, Dugtong Buhay Inc. (DADBI) in coordination with the AFP
Peace and Development Office, AFP Reserve Command, PNP Peace Office and other stakeholders, military
public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said.

DADBI, a nongovernment organization, is chaired by its founder Napoleon Marilag, also an active pariner of
the AFP in previous blood-letting activities.

Saturday's activity carried the theme, “Dugo Para Sa Kapayapaan”, which is in fine with the celebration of
National Peace Consciousness Month. Serving as guest-of-honor and speaker was Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana.

overnment securnity forces fighting in Marawi ‘and other victims of the crisis:

“Oine of the most crucial needs of our wounded soldiers, and most patients in all public and private hospitals,
is bload. Which is why the AFP is very thankfut for DADRI in initiating this event and for all the donors who
~-have participated,” AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Ao said.

. “Of course inthis peace. month, we are hoping that no one will have the need for blood. But this gesture alone
“hanifests the recognition of our sacrifices and the risks involved .En.O’jur'dui_ieg_'ir'j*"th_e__fu_h%_x_‘_o_rbﬁ':e"d"'sier'vi;:es";;"‘ihé‘:‘

added. (PNA)
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Bangkay ng sundalo na nasawi sa

ngayong araw sa Camarines Sur

NAGA CITY — Nakatakdang uwi na sa rehiyong Bicol ang bangkay ng isang sundalo na
nasawi sa nagpapatuloy na bakbakan sa Marawi City.

Sa nakalap na impormasyon ng Bombo Radyo Naga, nabatid na iuuwi ang bangkay ni Cpl
Jojenes Mebato, tubong San Jose, Pili, Camarines Sur na miyembro nh 3rd Scout Ranger
Batallion na kabilang sa mga nakikipaglaban sa mga teroristang Maute sa nasabing
Jungsod.
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ep L)
Norte as Congress deliberates new

Dimaporo calls for more troops in Lanao del

Congress.

“Répresentative Dimaporo is lobbying for a stronger military presence for fear of & possible e

By
Erwin M. Mascarifias, News5 | Infersksyon
| September 1, 2017, 10:05 PM

Butuan City — As President Rodrigo Duterte pushes for the passage and approval of a new
versich of the Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL) being deliberated in Congress, 1st District
Representative of the province of Lanac del Norte (LDN) Mohamad Khalid Dimaporo is callmg

for more troops to be deployed in his province.
During the second State of the Nation Address {(SONA), President Rodrigo Duterte reiterated his
pledge to push for the immediate passage of the proposed BBL, citing the government’s

commitment to achieve just and lasting peace.

The final version of the BBL will replace the earlier version that was held off during the 16th

Committee.

__ __repeat of the August 2,008 mc&dent where forces of the Moro Islam;c Ltberatson Front (MILF)

“attacked the: prov ince.

In a privilege speech in Congress on August 29, Dimaporo expressed his concern over the need

to ensure tighter security in Lanao del Norte,

Through the House Resolution, Dimaporo asked Congress to direct the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) to maintain five battalions in Lanao Del Norte. Back then, the MILF attacked
following the failure of the Memorandum of Agreement on Ancestral Domain (MOA-AD) that the
government under President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and the MILF signed in 2008. MOA-AD
failed due to opposition from different sectors in Mindanao and other parts of the country.
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“August marks the 9th year since that attack. Every year, since that dreadful morning of
August 8, I remind myself of the lives lost, the pain, and suffering inflicted on the people of
L anao del Norte. Tonight, I remind the nation that justice for the families has not yet been
delivered. The 5008 attack of the MILF should never be forgotten. We should not forget how

aur province supported the peace agenda Yet, stiil, they attacked the province. We should not
forget that they cunningly misinformed their AFP counterparts regarding their conduct of
training exercises, yet in actuality they were massing their forces for a planned attack on
Kauswagan and Kolambugan. We should not forget that, although their fight is with the
government they came down from the mountains with the objective to harm innocent

civilians,” Dimaporo said in his privilege speech.

Dimaporo added, “with that in mind, I ask that the security of Lanao del Norte be ensuread to
prevent another recurrence of an MILF attack while the 17th Congress deliberates the BBL ...

“What we've learned from the MOA-AD attack is that two hattalions are not enough. The area
of the province is too wide, causing one battalion to be spread too thin. It was only when five

battalions arrived in the province that we were able to push back and restrain the MILF beyond

~ the boundary of Lanao del Norte and Lanao del Sur.”

resolutions in Congress directing the Department of Transportation, in coorcﬁmatmn with the

Philippine Air Force, to convert Balo-i airport to an Air Force base to support the security forces

“in the area.
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4 soldiers
Lin Nueva miggj’iijgzectiﬂifﬁVrgai

By: Vitknor Vieava & e VilVisavadedb e - wingainrdeimat

Yone

ot Lot 03:38 PM September 02, 2017

SANTIAGO CITY—Four soldiers were killed in a clash with New People’s Army (NPA)
rebels in a village in Kasibu town in Nueva Vizcaya province on Friday, a report from the
Philippine Army’s 84th Infantry Battalion said.

The report identified Staff Sgt. Dexter John Tagacay, Corporals Jayson Sabado and Rusty
Galan and Private First Class Abraham Lindo among the company of soldiers who chanced
upon the rebels in sitio Manlan, Dine village before noon on Friday and were killed in an
ensuing firefight. GAL

"Read more: hitp/mewsinfoanguirer.net/92 7462 /4 soldiers-killed-m-clash-with-npa-in-nueva-

T e ———
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