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By Jul:e M. Aureho
@]MAurelioINQ .

Catholic bishops on Tuesday -
.urged the faithful to offer

-prayersandlight:candles for4

“and of violence in Marawi City.
*- - In a pastoral statement ti-
tled, “Lord heal our land,” the

Catholic Bishops' Conference of

the...Philippines...(CBCE)....ex=

pressed horror at the deaths.of

three'teena ers in recent weeks,

illegal drugs and crime.

"*‘Remorselessness’

“We are appalled by the re- .

morselessness by which even
the young are executed,” the

bishops said.

.~ The statement was signed

by the CBCP president, Lin-
gayen-Dagupan - Archbishop
Socrates Villegas:

“*"'The prelate¥ ‘were referring
to the killings of Kian Loyd delos
Santos, 17, on Aug. 16; Carl Ange-
lo Arnaiz, 19, on Aug. 18, and
Reynaldo “Kulot” de Guzman,

gl :t'he ‘Ditterte ads :" :
“rinistration’ canipaign ‘against™

KU LOT’S WAKE Francnscan sisters pray for Reynaldo “Kulot"

14, ATnaiz’s last known compan-

ion, probably also on Aug. 18.

Delos Santes was killed by
policemen during a drug raid in
Caloocan City.

The Caloocan police were al- -
s0 behind the death of Amnaiz.
They said they killed the teenag- -

er in an exchange of gunfire after
he robbed a taxi driver.

The taxi driver, 54-yéar-old
Tomas Bagcal, said on Sunday
that he and bystanders cap-
tured Arnaiz and that he'turned
him over to the police alive.

)

- Thousands of people have

beén “killed by police in drug

ralds and by suspected vigilantes

-since Mr. Duterte Jauniched the

crackdown on drugs after taking

~officein June last year:: ...

International human rights
groups and ‘the United Nations

-have condemned the.killings

and the International Criminal

“Court hg¥ warned Philiphine of-

ficials of possible prosecution

for crimes against humanity.
Addressing the 36th session

of the’UN Human Rights Coun-
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- citon Monday, UN 'Phg'h"{":om—'_.'
1nissioner .for Human Rights.,

; Zad Ra'ad AI Hussem slamme

251 ‘open:sup
. port far a shoot~t kiii pollc
: _‘agamst cnmmal suspects

Zeid said he found the 1m-' _
' .not feet to trample on them.

' pumty ‘appalling.”

.. -.'He mentioned the k'llimg ofJ "
Delos Santos, which ~ Justice-

Secretary Vitaliano Aguirre II
described as an "isolated case.”

“Two days after hundreds
of people turned out for the

teenager's funeral, the Presiz.
dent again told police  they "
would not be punished-for -
k1lhng suspects who resist ar- .
~restsThistack: ofrespectfor the

versé,” or “irreparably damaged.”
“We_ stand firmly against
1gs and the death drugs have
~catsed, bat. kzllmg is notthe soli::

 tion [to] the problem,” the bish-
' "ops said, adding that the wound-

ed need hands to help them up,

- The’ bishops stressed that
'the ‘country’s’ healing ‘should
begin by instilling the value of

- being concerned and caring for

- -one another, and for the rule of
. ‘law toprevail, -

‘The" prelates urged the
Catholic . faithful  to = offer
- prayers for 4o days for the vic-
tims of the war on drugs, ail

Victims of viglence anad the el

_due process rights of aH B
""f-"'"xpxnos;sa pa Zeid'said.

Stop killings

“"The relentless and bloody_

campaign- against drugs that

forthe killings!” the CRCP said
. PForStRE the bishdps satd§t |

is easy to agree with the elimina-

" tion of other members of society
who-are labeled “unsalvageable,” *
“irremediable,” “hopelessly per-

b

v
" begin on Sept. 23 and end on

showsno-sigr-of abating impels~———the-traditionof - “Pe-Pro=
us your bishops to declare: In’

. the name of God, _Stop. the: d v period in remermnb

“The period of p ik

Nov. 1.
* The CBCP also called for the

tolling of church bells at 8 p.m.

tims of the war in Marawi City, e

fundis"—during the same 40-

ose who were killed.
" The ‘bishops also urg

. lighting of candles for 40 days in

front of homes, in cemeteries,
- public places, and on the spots
where the victims were killed.
—WITH A REPORT FROM DONA Z. PAZ,Z-
mucan NG :
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Marawi City, brmgmg 10 147 the

_ number ‘of government troops

lcﬁlec% inaction. :

o AmMy Scout Réhger Capt-

Rommel Sandoval was the com-
pany commander of the nth
Seout Ranger Company. Killed

alongside him last Sunday while .
fighting it out with Islamic State- ..
inspired” terrorists” was ‘Private”

First Class (PFC) Sherwin Canapl.
. Sandoval, whoseé call sign

—wras-“Daredevil-was-the.high-....

. est ranking m111tary ofﬁcer _
vl St i cornpany;s team leaderswhowas,. ..
wounded and trapped In one of

Maraw1 C;‘cy from the Maute—
AbuSayyaf terrorist groups.
The deaths of Sandoval and

'the

M&ii;

i iCanapl hrought to 44 the num-
ber of Scout Rangers killed in
War _wh:_ch Preszdentf_._

.. Bandoval's  remains were

flown to Manila on Monday af-

ternoon. His wake is at the Libin-
gan ng mga Bayani mortuary.

~ The Scout Ranger post paid
tribute to the hercism of San-
doval and Canapi who were killed

. nearly four- month—oid ‘war i @0 “They both died flghtmg, :__a"'-j
“‘Facebbok page dedicated tothe
‘"Army Scout Rangers said in. a

tribute to the fallen soldiers.

President Duterte was expected
tovisit at 7p:m. Tuesday, accord- -
‘ingto a Malacafiang advisory.

while trymg ‘t save one of their

the buildings in the city.
“The IS still shot at the team

{Give me cover fire}t”

.scribed Canapi -

He.

' first shot on his s1de
- Sandoval :and Canap1 were
“able to fire back at the terror*
~ists. But Sandoval was shot m
the cheek, which was fatal:™

- The post’did not mdlcate'
where Canapi was shot It_de«

'_kzlled and talented 2

~Sandoval reached his soidzer.‘_
. and ;took his _'pulse,_ But there

| .”_gifted,

Capt. Rommel Sandoval —PHOTO FROM SCOUT RANGER FACEBOOK PAGE

Jeader even when he was already
wounded. The late Rommel de-
cided to rescue the soldier be-
cause he did not want to lose any
of his men. A true leader, he and

OFFICE OF THE ARIY GHIEF PUBLIC 1FFAIRS -

I e T
ESEMLYRNRFIE S ot 15010

his buddy led the assault ds they
went down to the first floor,” the
post said in Filipino.

Sandoval's command was
simple; “I-cover fire n’yo ako

P | e # - By H
Emal' atd cacpearmy 2012@amall.com - Tel no, (62; 5459558

_pamter He wmte' song lyrics.
He also knew how to print T-
shirts. He was into sports. And
he can be relied on for making
reports,” the postread.

The Rangers, the post said,
lost one of its “skilled and tal-
ented” soldiers with the death
of Canapi. INQ

<. : y
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BY DEMPSEY REYES

HE commander of a Scout 'Ranger .
~ ‘Company in Marawi City was killed
whlle trying to rescue one of his team

rescue his comrade to save [him]
from sustaining further wounds,”
the pbst said.

The Scout Rangers Book
" added that Sandoval was still
-able to check the pulse of his -
. .wounded team jeader but was..

Capti. Rommel Sandoval,
head of the 1ith Scout Ranger
Company, was the 44th Scout
Ranger killed during morte than

‘“”"“[ht‘e‘e‘"" Mon ths -y fflghti ﬂgﬂb P

tween government forces and
__;....Mautf: Group terrorists..

Jwas: pested onthe. socml_."";'_

medla post of “Scout Rangers

" Bbﬁi{}"thét thecaptainwenttoan
-establishment, believed to be a

Landbank building, to look into
the condition of his wounded
team-leader.

Page:

“Estered by Matte terrorists

17

Canépi, who was also killed.

On Monday afternoon, a C130

aircraft brought Sandoval's ze-
‘mains to the Libingan Ng Mga

Bayani mortuary-in Tagulg City.-

- "For [this] officer, his last

fight has just ended. For the
-Sebiit-Rangers-left in- “the:war»—
.. zone, the ﬁght is not yet over for

--;-'-;.and was;shot on the side.
‘Sandoval was abie to fire back’

at the terrorists but the next shot

fired by the Maute bandits was
companied by one of the Scout

“fatal,” hitting him on the cheek,
Sandoval, described by Scout

Book said. -,
Sandoval's remains were ac-

Rangers going to Manila,

“The {islamic State terrorists]

. were still shootmg ai the team

Jeader when he was alreadyjf‘f_;_-.
by Private First Class- Sherwin"

wounded. Sandoval decided to

Rangers Book as a “skilled and
talented” elite ranger, was ac-

compameé inthe rescue mission-

' ited by President Rod:
“on Tuesday night.

~the nation,” the Scodt Rangers

Sandoval's wake in the heroes’
cemetery was. expecteé t0 be vis-
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o

ﬁ"-AFP to acquir
-’-wm'th @f ammo

s not ru:nmnglow onam- s
‘munition due'to the ongoing
* fighting with Maute militants.

j 'I‘he Arrhed Forces of
* the Philippines (AFP) is~

spending P853.5 million
for ammunition of 105 mm
howitzer.

Thee Phifippine Army bids.
and awards commitiee set the-
pre-bid conference for 28,450
artillery rounds today. -

Lt Col. Ray Tiongson,

ire P853, 5

Tiongson said the procure-

" ment of ammunitionis a

regular operatlonal require-

ment of troops in the field. -
"We are advancing our

procurement based on

: '_Drojected'requirement's,"" s

" chief of the Army's public
-vaffairs office; said the:proz
curement of ammunition is

not because of the conflict in

Marawi. He said the military

~ " Tiongson said. "We have'to

maintain.the basicloads of .-

our artillery units as well as

our reserve ammurition.”
~ Michael Punongbayan

.
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- Army Captain
 napatay ng Maute
-0 IsangArmy Captain angnasawi nang mabaril ifo
*'ng Maite-ISIS nang tangksin nitong iligtas angisa
. niyang‘tanhan:sa:patuloy na krisis sa Marawi-City
" "Danasa mahigit J00:araw.naioon e i
;- -Kinumpirma kakapon-ni Philippine Army
. Spokesman Lt..Col. Ray Tiongson .ang nasawing

-opisyal ay kinilalang si ‘Capt. Rommel Sandoval,
- Commanding Officer ng Army’s 11" Scout Ranger
- Company (SRC) na binawian ng buhay sa rescue

_operation sa kaniyang tauhan noong nakalipas na

September 10.

Private First Class Sherwin Canapi habang tinatang--

kang iligtas ang mga sugatan nilang kasamahan. _
.- Winabing opisyal na naiwan sa isang palapagng .

gusali ang sugatang team leader ng nasabing tropa
ng SRC na pinamumunuan ni Sandoval kaya tinang-

" ka nilang Higtas ito pero sa kamalasan ay napurithan

Nasawi ito kasama ang isa nitong tavhan na si-. -

ang Army Captain at isa nitong tauhan:
Habang inililigtas ang isa niyang dauhan na
nakunan pa ng opisyal ng pulso ay inabangan na-

‘man jto ng maraming mga armadong Maute -IS1S

at pinagbabaril na bago binawian ng buhay ay
napatumba pa ang ilan sa'kaniyang mga kalaban.-
Nakatakdang ihatid sa kaniyang huling hantu-

ngan sa Libingan ng mga Bayani sa Taguig City

sa pagpapaulan g putok ng mea kalabang terorista - ang labi ni Sandoval - Joy Cantos-...
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8 . ty
has recently been retaken by government troops fram terrorists of the Maute group. after three morzths of relentless ﬁghtmg }om-
ing the President are Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, Special Assistant Christopher “Bong” Go, Presidential Adviseron M;Iitary
Affairs Arthur Tabaguero, and AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Afo. Malacahang Photo

@ ‘
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‘GROUND COMMANDER ~ President Disterte sports o camouflage shirt
1ast Monday army troops still batﬂing the Iast remaining forr;es of th Maut
in Marawl City. (Presidentiai photc)

1
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By Divina Suson,
Jeoffrey Maitem .
and Philip C. Tubeza ey
@Team_Inquirer

MARAWI! CITY—Af least five
gunmen belonging to the Maute
teiror group and their allies
were killed after a firefight with
government forces broke out
here’on Tuesday, m1htary Te-
ports said.

The rntlltarys }01nt Task
Force - (JTF). Marawi said ' the
clash, whith erupted fess than

mazhowursafter PresidentDuterte:

- visited. soiduers in the main hat

“tlearea started

tween Marine soldiers, under
the Joint Task Group Tiger, and
gunmen heled out in & section
of this Lanao del Sur pmvmaal

g pitals
A statement from the JTF

. Marawi - sa1d__ five suspected _:'

‘but soidiers had accounted for

only four bodies.

“IOnly] two bodies were re-
trieved while the other two
were left in the {clash] site be-
cause of dangerous circum-
stances,” it said.

Technology use

Soldiers also recovered sev-
eral firearms, including two
high-powered guns, and a pair
of night vision goggles.

Lt. Col. Jo-ar Herrera of the
1st Infantry Divisien's public af-
fairs office said the recovery of
the night vision goggles showed
that the Maute gunmen and
their allies had access to technol-

T The lige” of

gage soldiers even if it was dark.

He said the goverhment had

yet fo determine where the
night vision goggles came from:

“We still don't know if they -

got this from slain soldiers or
they had this already when the

fighting started [on May z3],”

Herrera said.

Brig. Gen, Ro}andr, Bautista,
JTF Marawi commander, said
Mr. Duterte’s encouragement
during his visit kere on Monday
“boosted” the “fighting spirit”
of soldiers battling the Maute
gunmnen and their allies,

“The President's recent

he said, enabled extremists to en-
--crisis inMarawi,” Bautista said. -
-.-Maj. Gen. Danilo-Pamonag,
commander ofthe Joint Special -
- made His fourth visitto soldiers’

President Duterte and military officials inspect the Grand Islamlc: Mosque m Marawr-C;ty,

government troops recevered from—m:htants e MALACANANG: phum :

ark -oﬁ*‘our'?;ﬁtébps, ;-['o'n']

their strong desire to-end the

Operations Task Force Trident,
said the “heightened morale [of

soldiers] in fighting the enemy"

has resulted in the quick and

deliberate - assattlt: uf BNEMY

posﬁ:mns .

“This accomphshment shows
that the enemy's hold in Marawi
City is decreasing day by day. It
is only a matter of time that the
crisis will end,” he added.

The government has suf-
fered 145 fatalities since the
fighting erupted in May.

“militants were killed.

- The fighting killed atleast 45
civilians--and dxsplaced .more

‘than 400,000 people.

On - Monday, Mr.- Duterte

fighting Islamic ‘State- mspired

“militants here.

The President went to the'

‘Grand Isiamic Mosuite; which

soldiers recovered from the
Maute group on Aug. 24. He

‘also went to the Baloi Bridge

in Barangay Mapandi and to
the main battle area, where
he joined soldiers in group
pictures.

“Saludo ako sa inyo (I salate
all of you),” a Malacafiang press
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. statement quoted Mr, Duterte . In

as telling the soidiers during h1s
- speech. .

. JTF. Marawi, -where “he was
briefed on the developments of
the nearly four months of efforts

ity from the Maute Eroup

soldiers.. ‘He -~ also . .offered
. cigarettes to soidxers who want—
ed these. -

ot il not stop you [from
smokmg] because I know you
- are under [a lot of] stress,” said
Mr. " Duterte,  who deteits
: CIgarettes and whose adrninis-
- tration ‘has implemented ‘a 'na-
tmnmde smoking ban, " :
’I‘he President. prormsed a]I

-The Presréent attended a.:“
'command conference with «the -

| He distributed packs of gro- .
: cery items and wristwatches to .

' hand, Aelicopters

In behalf of the ... let's givethem

. around of applause,” he added..
... The President then told $pe:
cial Assistant to the' President
- Christopher “Bong” Go o take
video footage of the troops ap-
‘ plauding, adding in jest that it
meant “that what we want next

by Bovetiimernit troops 1o _I'Etake'_ —

little Chinese because if every-
thing is writtefvin Chiriése, then
he won't have any idea where
his plane is gmng,” Mx Duterte
joked.
" The Presxdent sa1cI he would
no longer buy “second hand®
military aircraft from the Unit-
ed States.”

“T'will no longer huy secend
from - .the
Americans because the two ..

" one of the two crashed. What's

happening to these Americans?

: women soIdlers ‘assigned here a.

gC :
- Mr.Duterte alsdtook the op-
: portumty to thank the Chinese
. government for the sniper rifles
: it donated to soldiers fighting

S And wepaidforthat, " he'saia”

S0 for me, everything has ‘50_ S
be’hranci new. Alltheplanesand -~~~
helicopters will - have to be

‘brand new,” he added,

The President first visited
Marawi on July 20, after the mil-

itary--selzed--the -Baloi-Bridge

~militants here

-He . sald the P37o mﬂhon

pines - i Iune were of good'
qualityr |
. "Lets tharik them because
everythmg that they gave us is
‘of good quality, like the [sniper
rifles]. Was it good? At the very
least, iet’s all be thankiul,” the
‘President told the soldjers.
“China has been very good’
to us, so I am grateful to them.

from the Matte group's control.
He returned on Aug. 4 and Aug. L

AT A His previous visits, Mro-
Duterte who arrived at 2 p.m.on

-Monday, was accompanied by

Defense Secretary Delfin Loren-
zana, National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon Jr., Armed
Forces Chief of Staff, Gen. Ed-
uardo Afo, and Presidentiai
Communications Assistant Sec-
retary Mocha Uson. INQ

Sal

£ - Zmai anc

ap oangc
;2N 'b.:. Sa5-23I5 ...Oual SICE SZEE

. army 20 ZOman, SOm -
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- Duterfe promised women soldiers de-

ip to Hong Kong. .. ..

. visited the frontlines in Méra fort
- fourthtime Monday toboost the morale and

" check the situation of soldiers involved in - : :
+ G-Shock watches and cigarettes 10 the

! combat operations against Matite terrorists.

" “During his previous visit to the front-"
“lines last month, Dutérte egged on the:

- troops tostay alive and promised them an
all-expense paid trip to Hong Kong and

rernarked. .
- Duterte also promised that onhisnext-

vigit, he'would bring some celebrities to

perk up the atmosphere in the battle area. .

p to HK for female so

or getting the job done, '-I"'i."éSidéﬁt ; : be a family treat.

' ployed i Marawi City an all-expense paid
tript Kong, .~ . ... .. Dutertej
The President made the promise a5 he time wi

Idiers in |

‘other perks as soon.as the
" He said the trip ¢ '

o And if anyone does not want to avaﬂ
himself of the all-expense paid trip,
oked they could choose to'spend -

thafiactressl e
ating.a camouflage top and gray
oYl ' setfoot in Marawi -
City to give away goods including Casio

titne:

roy pants, Duterte

CHoOPS. ¢ L T e

1 will ot stop you- (from smoking)-

~because you are under stress,” Duterte
: Turn fo Page 3

. “We have'to finish this then you can-
take a vacation,” he told the troops.. .-
- In"an impromptu speech delivered

_ ;"fo'r donating rifles to soldiers. ...

He said the soldiers can “gently. touch”
Duterte told his special assistant, Sec--
“retary . and Comminications’

Assistant Secretary Mocha Uson that they
should bring along entertainers during
hismextwvisit. - R

Duterte proceeded tothe Grand Mosque;
whichused tobe the command and control

g By gave ls arte.dr go
ihe _?p__er (rifles). Was it
very-lea

“hesaid. :

‘Duterte told the trOOiis that the adrir-

istration is taking the Armed Forces’ mod-

before the troops, Duterte thanked China

st, Jet's all be thankful for that,”

ernizationseriously, whichiswhyhe wants..-

wi

“center-of the terrorists until it was recap-
tured by government troops last month... ...
" He Also visited Mapands Biidge,
‘point'dividitig the :
government troops and the terrorists until
it was recaptured by security forces. -
- The President visited the main battle area
- where he granted photo opportunities to
- soldiers as an expression of moral support.
He gave a snappy salute fo soidiers
before leaving the city. |
“Saludo ako sa inyo (1 salute you ali)
Duterte told soldiers during the visit.
Duterte told the soldiers that he would
reward them and give them time to restonce
the situation in Marawi returns to normal.

”
I4

':'frghtlmés':-:be'mgeﬁz::.' sl

to procure more equipment from Beijing.
.."So for me,‘eve%ytﬁl h o
e plahes

just one source for it. I'm tiot going to_
mention what country-it is but it's just

two — two countries,” he said. 7
 Duterte said he would no Iohger allow
the procurement of secondhand orrefur-

bished helicoptérs from the US. =+ -

- “T'will nio Jonger buy secondhand he- -
licopters from the Americans because the
two — the three — one of the two crashed.

= With Edith Regalado, Michael Pu~"
nongbayan, Jess Diaz, Christina Mendez
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i }1;& rnﬂrtary said ﬂiey‘

.~ Arnother suspected mem-..
ber of the bandit group Abu -
Bayyaf has been charged
~with rebellion before the’
:_Department of Justzce_
(DO : >
: Mﬂham Saham, 24 wasf-'
‘brought to the DOJ on Mon- -
‘day for inquest oncharges -
«of rebellion and illegal pos-
- gession of explosives filed

by the Armed Forces of the
Philippines {AFP) Western
Mmdanac) Command.-.

o+ Saham was apprehended -
ata checkpoint in Barangay |
Buhanginan in Patikul, Suha -

last week,

tion as he opted to answer

_-1nvest1 gatlon

Cat 2:30 pan. on Sept. 15,00
Saham was brought- bck

AFP Custodial Center at
Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon
‘City after the hearing. . .
Last month, the AFP filed
“charges of rebellion before
‘the DOJ against three sus-
‘pected Abu Sayyaf bandits
arrested during an encounter

“with Ph:hppme Marmes in

‘extended period of deten-
the charges na prehmazy _
Senror. Assmtén‘c '-State:.-

' Prosecutor Clarisa Kuong-
set the preliminary’ hearmg :

o his detention cell ‘at the.

Page: H

nents.
According to the AFF,

“Saham was identified by in-

formants as a mermbet of the

BT
The: qut;per:t'e were-idenﬁu;,.;_g
a

el as Salip Tstnast
~Isa Ukang and » minor, .
Mindanao remains under
inartal law until December
following attacks by the

. the terrorist group,

ABY Sayyaf under Radillan
Sahiren, & senior leader of

Muiite ferrosist proup in
Marawi City on May 23,

~Hundreds of Maute and...

e DOJ provid

- witha puiblic Iawyer Hewas

made to sign & waiver for an

B

sirnce been arrested and
charged.

- Edu Punay

.....:':"'.:“::Abu Sayyat bandits have e e
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President prefers brand-new

planes

2

est ing furbished military
eqmpment from the Umted States (US)

sniper rifies recently donated to the
'_.-:thmg that they gave us are of good

“eountry’s Armed Forces.:

- “fwilt no longer by secand hanc‘i
hehcopters from the Americans becauise”

_oneofthe two crashed. What'shappen-
mg 10 these Americans? And we paid for
that,” Duterte said in the Visayamn dialect
- during his visit o governunent troops in

_ Marawi City last Monday.

The President said he prefers to buy
“brand new equipment for the military to
" boost their counter-terrorism capabil-

"weapons for military

entDuterte isno longer mter— e

: followmg the crash of one of the hehcopr :
: .--ters houghtby the: government.

_The President claimed that Chma )
.appears to producemore quahty weap—_.
'onry, c:tmg the efﬁcxency of the }4

: “Let’s thank them beeause every-

“quality, hke the sniper’s {mﬂes) ” he
“added.
Duterte then teased about a pes-
sible aireraft donation from China.
He told the troops in jest to clap hard
50 the video of the event would show their
gratitude to China and possibly convince
Beijjing to donate an airplane next. -
. “But the pilot has to learn a httle‘
Chinese because if everythmg is writ-

1ty He said the military goods will be

entifying them.

: new All the planes and helicopters will
* have tobe brand new. Your guns, Iwant
:just one source for it. ’m not going fo

mentiot what eountry it is but it's just-
i two —two countries,” he added.
. ThePresident, meantime, extended . ¢

his gratitude to China for donat-

i .mg weapons to the troops in the battle

against Islamic State-inspired militants
holed up in Marawi City. .

The shipment of assault and sniper
rifles was delivered by China to the
country last June.

“China has been very good to us, 50
1 am grateful to them... le¥’s give them

a round of applause,” Duterte said.-

i

__s,.vnthout_ »

-“Forme, everyt‘nmg hastobe brand.

laughter from the soldiers.
Government troops have battled

1o drive the rebels out of Marawi for.

more than three months. More than

------- 800-people have been. kilted, including

Page: l

Han ln Chlnesa then heswor - have:.v S
_any idea where his plane’is going,”
“'{hé commanderin-chief Said,” ehcltmgf S

655 militants and 145 troops, aceordmg
to military figures.

no quarter will be g;ven to the enemies

of the state in Marawi, He said it willbe'

fighting to the death.

Duterte, who declared martial law
in Mindanao due to the Marawi siege,
earlier said he would not Iift it until the
defense and military authomtles declare
the conditions are safe.

- “The President, in his wgztto the A A A
battle zone last Monday, rexterated that“
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_Arm (NPA) was warned to brace '
| for mﬂltary offensives by Presxdent
Duterte on Monday night, saying the
rebels will be the next target of the

government once the contlict in Mara\m

Clty, Lanao del Sur,

"has ended

el B hlS thzré vxsa’c to government__:

NPA rebals, whxch he accused of msm*

“E

' theyfinish theirduty inthe municipal-

ity, as the government will target next - '

" more,” the President said. -

Diiterte sdded ke witl nolongeren=———
gagethe communistsin thepeacetable,

-unless-they declare a.cease: -fire,’

““NationalDemocratict Front (NDF), ¢!
negotiating arm of the communists,
has insisted reforms must be agreed

upon and signed first bhefora a cease-

fire is declared.
“No more cease-fire with the cotn-

munists, IFtheywant tonegotiate, they
mustdeclareacease-firefirst," the Chief -

* Pxecutive said.

“But, I say, if NPArebels kl].l asoldier
or a police, I will delay the peace talks
for one month. If they kill another one,
Twill delayit for anothermonth, andso
on and so on,” he added.

_ Peace negotiations with the NDF
collapsed in May after the Commu-
nist Party of the Philippines ordered

E

psin Marawi City, Dutertetoldsol- centy in'the peace table.”

sdiersite:prepare foranother war after

T nextproject Wle ethe Left

them, because I don't want to any-

its armed wing, the NPA, to heighten
offensives.and accelerate regruitment

in response to the martial-law decla-
ration in Mmdanao

backchannel talks with NDF chaef ne-
gotiator Fidel V. Agcaoiliinan attempt

tp resume peace negotiations. It was

decided that the fifth round of peace
talks be conducted in August. -

However, the government ‘panel
was forced to withdraw again after
the NPA in early-August attacked and
killed government troops, which saw
+he death of at least five of Duterte’s
security men. Angered, the President
directed the government panel toaban-
don peace negotiations with the NDF
until the environment is once more
conducive for peace talks.
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Duterte vows to ﬁght modem day slavery

- President Duterte has. sounde_d the
_ alarm ahout & modernwday slave trade
still prevalhn g insome parts ‘of the

_conflict-torn eity and other parts of the

-social workers ‘van, Marami kasing .
‘bata sa P111p1nas Kkini-kidnap [T am -

country.

*Pero nag-warmng ako kasi alam
ko at nachi-check na namin ng mga

- issuing a warning because 1 know and
we checked with the social workers
“that thany children in the Philippines

i MarawhiCity: 1ast Monday.

during his visit to government {roops

" 7Ang problema niyang karamihar,
tﬁto ipinagbibili [The problem is many
-of them are sold here]. Slavery is preva-

lent here. It has to stop.” he said.

Concerned about child trafficking,

. -country and promxsed to put a step to
- iegal activity.

- even it leads o bloodshed],” he said.

“B#krEk pg maenakaw kayo ng

bata tapog palakihin ninyong slave [It’s

pErxsert {g kidnap children and furn
them info slaves],” he said. . .

-.The President said nobody could
fool him about the slavery prevalent in
the south since he is 2 Maranac, too.

_ " He noted that his cousin‘s have aIsc
-are being. kidnapped1,” Duferte said . re

éhlldren ‘have been kldnappe and'_
trafficked into slavery in'the p4.

inthearea: -
DutertetraveledtoMaramCxtyIast: b e e

nday under heavy security to boost
the morale of troops battling remnants

" of the Maute terror group. It was his

fourth trip to Marawi since the rebeis

- attacked the city last May 23.

. Hraffickers to: justice afterithe troops.:
“haveresolvedthe rebel siegein Marawi -

the President promlsed to pour the

government’s resources to bring the

City.

~“Pagkatapos myang szege rhyan
sablhm ko talaga, prangkahan tayo,
magkadugo man tayo I will not aliow

- that [Once the siege is over, I 'will reatly

say, let's be frank, I will not aliow that

lo

The commander-in-chief, armed
with a weapon and clad in a camouflage

‘uniform;:went to-the grand mosque.. .. . . ... .
:retakenbythe soldiersfromthe Maute..

terrorists, followed by stopovers to the
. Mapandi bridge and main battle area.

He also distributed grocery items,
watches and cigarettes to the soldiers,
and even offered free Hong Kong vaca-
tion to the female soldiers. .
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- MILF task force vows |
to crush terrorast factaon

SHARIFF AGLFM( Maguindanao Task
Force Tttihad of the Moro s
lamic Liberation Front (MILF)
has- vowed to-crush the so-called -

“Third Force of the terrorist group,
‘Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters (BIFF), which has rE}ected
calls toTetum to the fold of Islam. -

The MILF task force has been

. rsmnmg after this third faction of _
the BIFF since August 2 after its

failed attempts to hoist the flag of
the Islamic State (18] or the Islamic
State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in
_three towns in Maguindanao.

Mohagher Igbal, chairman of
the implementing panel of the
MILE said their campaign against

“the bandit grop is meant to'pre-
;_vent_the spread of violent religious ..

' “extremism in potential conflict-
- through dozens of conduits who

affected areas in Mindanao.
Igbal noted that the religious

extrernism being espoused by the

group, led by Esmael Abdulmatik,

-
THE
f

LRMY CHIEF PUB

13 a turnaround from Islamic prin-
‘o tolerance -fratemallsm

Abdulmahk also known as
Abt Toraife, was the former right-

“hand man of slain Malaysian
.bomb-maker Zulkifli -bin Hir,

who trained him on fabrication
of powerful 1mprovised exp]osrve

devices (IEDs}:+
. Sheik Abu.. Huraua Udasan .
‘the grand mufti of the central -

Mindariao Darul Htah (House

.of Opinions), earlier declared

"haram,” which means forbidden

in Arabic, the activities of Abdu}

malik’s group.

Jostilities between the MILF's
LIC AFFAIRE - Emai aod oac

danao prownaal police office and
the headquarters of the Army's
$603rdBrigade and the 6th Infantry
Division indicated that 27 foliow-
‘ers of Abduimalik have also been

pa.armv2li

'I‘ask Force Imhaé and the group

- of Abdulmalik started last month

when his men killed using an IED

five of some. 20 MILE, guerrillas.

sent to’ convmce hirn to Tenourice

hislinks to his 18-inspired benefa{:»'

tors in‘the Middle East: -

“Igbal said the Darul lftah rul 1.ng'
'_ obhges the MILE which has an

ongoing peace process with the
Philippine government to help
neutralize Abdulmalik and his

followers, who are now hiding in

swampy areas in Maguindanao's

adjoining Salibe, Datu anng and

Sharif Saidona towns.- .
Abdulmalik has reportedly

been receiving money from his

Lebanon remitted to his group

are overseas Filipino workers from
centrai Mindanag. '

_The MILF already lost more

" than 10 members in hostilities

. with Abdul;nahk’.s group in the

killed since-the fighting began.: .
" Igbal is optimistic that the

enactment into law of the draft

Bangsamoro Basic Law, crafted
jointly by the government and
the MILF, is one concrefe step
toward preventing the spread
of religious extremism in
southern Philippines.
JULMUNIR I JANNARAL

Z@amall.com - Tel no. {02; 545

JLERE S

T de

SEPRE Y ey

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the iand.




¢ I = x4 W o Py
DEOE wUimlaE b

Slnd e D0 ELD e Db

2. BAR.DEER L onat BIRE 520E

PR CHIEY PUBRLIS WFF A

&

LIRS~ Emal’ adc: oacpe.armyZ0i2@gmalicom - Teine, (0

'.B:V_:.fed -Fweira o

Vlﬁ:tmg war-torn Marawx Czty

_' us, 50 I am gra‘tefui f‘,ﬂ them,”:
Duterte said, urging the troops_:

to appland the Asian pohtwal and .

for the fourth time on the

supposed last’ stagee of the siege -

President Duterte last Monda A
took Bwipe at Americsp
assistance for Philippine secur’} by

forces, saying that the equipmeent .

they provide. seem to
semewhat ineffective,

_he

Talking to-troops in- the o
Isla,mm City, the iatigne-we: aring ...

“Commander in Chief comifared
. Ameriean:provided. 2lmamentsits

o 'Chmese products, opinit; g that

the' latter proves to be: more
Woré:hy of dppreciation.

. military gignt,

" gitns toshslicopters:

“Let's thank them because
everv’chmg that they gave us are
of good quality, like the snipers.”.
The Commander in Chief even
hinted that e might soon order
‘warships ami fighte¥ planes from
China. . .
He also pfedged to prowde the
mlhtary &I’Ed ﬁh@ pahce with: a.H S —
the equipment they' eed from.
d medical

. equipment needed by wounded

Duterte lamented the: quahty :

of fighter jets purchase.d. by the- ...

T Wil o'ifmger bray-setond

government from the Ary Jlericans,

addmg that he is n_of benf; on-

soldiers,
Meanwhile, boestmg the
troops’ morale , Duterte promised

to-pamper-soldiers—and-tlisir
famlhes with all- expenses pmd

hand helicopters from the

Attiericans because t.e two — the
three —one of the tvro crashed,”
_ Dﬁterte sald.

“‘What s happeriing to these
Almericans? And we: paid for that.
Sg for me, everyth ing has to be
br,a.nd new. All thie planes and
he};copters will hzwve to he brand
new,” he added.
~.“But the Presindent expressed

" hig gratitude to. the quality and

qilantity of armaanents committed
b#China.

have mercy, you're all gomg to
Hong Keng,” he said, .

“I will have a raffle, whare
many could win, ¥ you're lncky,
Yot can bring your spouse and
children. You won’t enjoy your
vacation if your loved ones are
left behind, So for those who win,
bring your spouse and children, .
with matching aIIowance ke
added, _

*For the women, I'll set‘ up a
lottery for you, and it will have
plenty, around P160,000. For
every group, P100,000 can be

. China has heen very good to  won,”
,’S . !C” Et‘.r L onal: r':a: 5:@‘
ETISE OF THE ARKY SAIEF RUB IS AFFLIRE - Emai pop pecpe.atm 20 ingmalicom - Telne (G2 84585
JEEICE HE L SHIEF PUELID S
V " i Senan 1 UNE el
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donaton

'ByjulataG Rada

THE Chinese government will
soon turn -over a <lonation of
about §3 million to the Philip-
pine government for the reha-
bilitation - and ‘reconstriction
efforts - i war-torn Marawi

The department said ﬂae $3-mil-

- hon donation would be inthe form

of heavy equipment to help Mara-

..City in Mindanao, the Finance........._..

Department said Tuesday

. pizyChinearliersenti$Limiillion v

in cash for' Surlgaos «earth-
 quake victims,

~its'post-conflict Yeconstructio

. The meénbers of the Phip-

pme deiégation” were “Secretar
- des Carlos Dominguez I of the
" Department of Finance;: Braesto
- Pernid of the National Econormic

and . Development = Authority,
Mark Villar of the Departient
of Public Works and Highways;
Benjamin Diokno of the Depart-
ment of Bude’et #nd Manage-
ment; and Arthiir Tagade of the

. Department “of Transportation;
-and Vivencio Dizon, president
- of the Bases Convers:on and De—

velopment Authonty

ta support the Philiy

of Marawi City.. Domingucz
-expressed  the Philippines’
appreciation to China for be-
- ing the first country to offer

Hs. assistance for-Marawi ang

wi's reconstruction efforts.
Philippine - . ofﬁcla}s_ met

Zhong Shan.
They met to review the pro-
gress of their respective gov-

“ernments in the first batch of

infrastructure projects planned

. for the war-torn city and to dis-

-cuss the second batch of pro-

. jects that the Philippines plans
to implement also in coopera-

tion with China.

o at theiweekend with & wisite . Dien
“ing Chinese delegation led by
“China’s -Commerce Mmlster

If

Surigao. China . . will

ind other "éavjr equ

“ment to ‘Mindanao to ‘help the
~ Philippine government’s re-
_ constructmn efforts in Marawi,

" Domingusz and Zhong also

~acknowledged the efforts  of
the two sides to streamilinie

goveriiment processes to speéd
up the preparations for, and ir-
plementation of, the first “bas-
ket” of infra projects presented
for Chinese financing,

L
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B press on in abid io retake enemy positio:
deczxnate ‘fhe _' mammg “terronsts holed out m anumber o

: O WIththeMarmeswhoa]soreccv.
: S e e s o eredscveralhxgh~poweredfu’earms
The kﬂhng of the ﬁve ter— Romme:l Sandoval Companyﬁ_ ..and & pair of night vision googles. .
ronsts .came after. govemment Cnmmander of the’ A1th Scout . “As Marmetrot)pers advanced 'L'
troops recaptured tWO. enemy -R 2
held buildings prewous}y occ
pled by the terrorists,” 0o Ti
The mlhtary sald the Maute

spotted

carrymg'three dead bodies also

':belleved kllled in'the ﬁreﬁght
. i 0:the:

edi in tha death of Army Captaln cumbed tﬂ the overwhelming fire- -Ir_lg'.';inlil'tary' operations Std"ﬁuéii

- the Marawi rebellion: - - e But more than that, your vigilant
* The latest Maute fatalities inthe . implementation of your Opera-

conflictzone came atthe-heelsof - tion-Plans*Total -Defense*and -
 the recent two-and-half honr visit .. Tron Shield” has thus far effec-

: - o4 in your Area Of Responsibility
- Arevalo said Gen: Ano then: (AOR),” Arevalo said.

flew to Camp Siongeo in Awang, - In his talk to the key Division
. Maguindanao the .other day 1o staff officers, Brigade, and Bat-

visit army troops ‘of the Gth In<-

fantry “Kampilan” Division and

at the same ‘tome evaluate the
military gaing in Marawi Clty
" afterthree months of fighting.

“You ‘have your units . de-
ployed in Marawi that contrib-
utes to the overall -accomplish-
ments of Task Force Marawi.

Y

talion’ Commanders in attend-

“arice, he stressed his aspiration

of addressing insurgency and ter-
torism, and other security thieats

- ‘simultaneously. After the focos of
“men and materiel in Marawi, he

vowed to turn to the New People’s
Army, the Abu Sayyaf, and other
supporters and sympathizers.

i
|
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- Suspected Abu Sayyaf member charged

A SUSPECTED member of rhe
Abu Sayyaf group arrested by se-
curity forces in Sulu Jast week for
transperting imnprovised explosive
devices and bomb components
was charged with rebellion and
illegal possession of explosives
before the Department of Justice
late Monday,

Senior Assistant State Prosecu-
tor Clarisa Kuong said Mitham Sa-
ham underwent inquest proceeding

~~on-thewomplaints-filed by the

Armed Forces’ Western Mindanao
Command. :

Kuong said Saham ‘was assisted by
lawyers from the Public Attorneys’
Office during the inquest as he asked
that he be given the chance to answer
the zccusations during preliminary
investigation of the case.

An inquest is done when 2 sus-
pect is apprehended withour the
benefit of a court-issued warrant.

Kuong set the start of the pre-

15, when Saham is also expected to
submit 4 counter-affidavit, -

The complaint identified Saham
ag 2 ASG member who was nabbed
by soldiers from the Army’s 45th
Infantry Battalion at a checkpoint
in Barangay Buhanginan, Patiku!
towan last September 7.

The checkpoint was set up by
the Army after receiving intel-
ligence reports on the reported

movements of Abu Sayyaf mem-

-l irivestigation o Seprerbes

bers in the area. — Ashel Hachero

o
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By GENALYN KABILING

He wont stop government

troops from smoking but President -

Duterte has reminded them about
the harmful effects of the nasty
habit.

inrrhis

: Marawi battle zone, the Pres:dent______
“racknowledged that' soldiars have

turned to tobacco use to relieve
stress but cautioned that smoking
Increases the risk to cancer and
tung allments.

Duterte made the remarks even

The President said in jest that

soldiers could quit smoking when
_they are already sick.

"1 will not stop you now kast under
stress kayo [because you are under
stress] so maybe you can stop it
siguro kung mga fourth stage na.

VIS o e

“Balewala"na tin,he said, drawing

Iaughter frorn the soldsers

quit after being d:agnosed with
Buerger's disease, which causes
blockages in the blood vessels.

He toid the soldiers to watch
out for symptoms of Buerger’s

s & source of national pride

Page. o?

as he brought packs of cigarettes

for distribution to troops ﬁghtlng
o _terror;sts in Marawn' :

disease, Including having pain
in hands or feet, “Nicotine is a

s vasoconstrictor,”-he said; referring: ...

ko rin naninigarityo kayo. I will not
stop you from smoking pero may
fwanan akong salita sa inyo, just
think about it,” the commander-in-
chief told the troops gathered at
the Marawi command post.

“Pagka naninigatilyo:  ka;
auvfomatic ang cancer  Yan
talaga ang makuha mong sakit
and it ‘weakens the lungs, so
pagkasundalo ka and then diyan ka
5@ - mobife ka, eh mas lalo kang
humina, lalo na 'pag matanda ka
na,” he added.

Fol

hmay dala akong sigarilyo kasi alam

nicotine’s.impact on the narrowing.-
of the blood vessels.

Duterte explained thet pubiic
health was the main consideration
behind the government's smoking
ban imposed In the courtry.

“Kaya ko binawalan ang sigarilyo
ang lahat, it's for a reason, to
protect the health of the Filipino,” |
he said. l

He was referring to an executive |
order that banned smoking in |
public across the country, The !
smoking ban carries 2 maximum
penalty of four mornths in jail and
fine of £5,000.
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Suspected ASG man charged with rebellion

. A'suspected rember of the Abu

: Sayyaf Group {ASG)-arrested by
government forces in Sulu last
week ‘has been charged with

rebeliion and illegal possession

explosives before the Department

of Justice (Do3).

-The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) Western Mindanao
Command {Wesmincom] fited the
complaint against suspected ASG
member Mitham Saham, 24.

Saham was subjected to inquest

proceedmgs ofi ‘Monday beforé _
“Senior Assistant State Prosecutor:
Clarisa Kuong for . rebelfion and -

illegal possession of expldsive
and firearms.

Public Attorney's Office (PAO)W. :

lawyer Jonalyn Barquez, who
represented Saham, told the
prosecutor that the suspect wanted
a waiver of detention and undeargo
a preliminary investigation to
charges. Because of this, Kuong
set the start of the preliminary

checkpoint
‘Buhanginan in Patikul, Sulu.:-

.mvest;gat;on on September 15,

“Saham-was “arrested last
September. 6 .at a.military
‘in. Barangay

Members of the 45th Infantry
Battalion checkpoint found in his
possession improvised explosive
devices (IED), ammunition
nitrate fuel with detonating cord,
electrical wires, electrical tapes,
and a clredit assembly. (Jeffrey
G, Damicog)
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1= 5 1 ik il AT
BU30 dinalaw ang mga
- sundalo sa Maraw]
. 84 ikaspat ay moling dinalaw ni Pangulong,
Rodrige’Dutérte ang }r;g"a:':sqhdaio'ng"nékikipag!abaﬁ '
52 Maute-JS5IS group sa Marawi City kamakalawa ng
- hapon at'nangako o ng libreng Hong Kong irip sa
-sandaling mataposiia anig Kisis na likha fig teroristd!
| Ginawa ni Pangilong Duterte ang pahayag gitong
- Lunes sakanyang tkaapat nia Beses na Paghisitasaniga
“tropa ng pamahalagn sa Marawi City. ..l oo
* . “Sinabi ni Pangulong Duterts, masaring dadnin’‘sa
-pa-raffle ang Jibreng biyahe sa Hong Rong sa'mga
sundzlo kasame ang kanilang pamilya, maliban pa
$a P100,000 na papremyo lalo sa mga kababaihang’
sundalo. . _ B e
Ayon kay Pangulong Duterte, 'gusto niyang ma-
. kabawi s mga sundalong patuloy na lumelaban sa
mga terorista at bigyan sila I8 magandang bakagyon:
Kasabay nito, nagdala rin ang pangulo hg mga
sigarilyo para sa ga sundaio na alam daw niyang naj-
stress ngayon s4 giyera at kailangan ng pamparelax,
~eronagbabala siPangulong Driterte samasamiang™
--epekto ‘ng paninigarilyo ‘sa kalusugan Talo “kdpag

ang mgas okung gaga-
mitin ang mga dala niyang sigarilyo sa kabila ng
kanyang naging babala bil ang dati ring naninigarilyo.
. Muli namang ipinaabot ni Pangulong Duterte ang
kanyang saludo at pasasalamat sa mga stundalong

lumalaban sa gulo sa Marawi City ; :
Una rito, dinalaw ni Pangulong Duterte ang buro)

ni.Army Scout Ranger Capt. Romme] S doval na

kabilang sa pinakabasong nasawi.sa gi S0

y hcom =T | 645-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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.ody a.t the start of Maram Cﬂ,y crisis emressed hJs surpnse '

atthe endurance of the pro-slamic State militants led by

the Maute group while noting that the seemingly endless

supply of ammunition and other logistics supplied the
msurgents indicate a massive flow. of money.

.. Athink tank, Ciobal Research, gave an intriguing answer to that

questmn from Rody and other Filipinos who have wondered how

+the Maute group or even the global terror 18 network can fund a

0555 Lozal: 6285, 5288

.Jinoted that as early as the Vietnam War, with the socalled

“Penta,gon Papers released in 1969, it was revealed that the

- Vietnam: ccmfhct was sxmply one part of a greai;er strategy mmed

ai; containing and contrelhng Ching. . 8 .
R added that i in f?ne Phﬂmpmes at@empts bythe E‘S to reesbabhsh

Cits nulrtary presence and use > the nation in its selfﬁemng, aiectxve
: cenfhct Wif.h Beumg has suffered many setba,cks M i e

' Beijing, This was until the fortuitous arrival of b Py i
so-called “Islamic State” on the nation’s shores, overwhehnmg
' ﬁn entire city in the nation’s southern region,” the report added.
o _It compared the situation in Myanmar, where “terrorists” have

likewise suddenly appeared and are operating on unprecedented
levels just in time for ancther push by the United States to
‘establish & pemanent military presence inthe country to prcmde

: “i;echmcal assistance on countererrorism.”

. The report said such terrorists have not snnpiy sprung from -
ohhmn “Such orgamzatmns conductmg eperanons onthe scale

| seemmgly endless war agamst state ferces in Marawi City,

: dfthe Rohingyasin Myanmar to attack the police'to the ongoing

ferrorism in Marawi City. _
Tt would appear that terrorism has spread into Southea.st

'”Asmwrth nosigns of waning;™ it said
it not;ed that the sudden wave of violence ii1 the region comes

“atatime whe "'Amenca,ssa—caﬂed pzvot to Asxa’_’ hasgroundto . .

" complete halt.

Yt stated that the surge in terronst attacks in 1hhe region

provided the Umted States with an “alltoo-convenient pretext to

reengage ang esta,bhsh itself across the regxon in a much more

insidious manner.”
The earher pretext for the Artierican pivot to Asm was the

growing Ghmese military mlght that it said poses 2 threat tothe
region. - I

domestic concerms of the U8, China is assuming a leadership
role and with it clout in the region which makes it harder for the
US to sell its made up need to contain the Asian powerhouse.

“The TS has openly conspired to establish and expand a

permanent military presence in Southeast Asia as 4 means {o
confront, encircle, and contain China for decades,” according to

_the report.

 The think tank's report 486 assbciated thesndden emboldemng s

Under the Tﬁmp admimstratwn which is focused on the

OFFICE OF THE ARWY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIR

~ seen mjth ' Phihpp' ' e_s, southem Thaﬂand ‘Malaysia, Indonesia, -
: and Myanm : _;:require unmense sums of money, orgamzatmna,}-;-:z
capamty, Togistical, and pohtical support it added.

“Not only does such support exist, it flows from a very loglca.l

and familiar sourca of state-sponsored terrorism, Ameriea’s oldest
-and closest ally in the Middle East, Saudi Arabia,” it added.

The foreign-baked terrorism sponsored by Saudi Arabia and

kberaﬂy directed from within its own borders alltoo-conveniently.. ...

~creates & pretext for US military presence in Myanmar it otherwise -~ -

could not justify or in any sha.pe form, or way pirrsue, the report
said. o
“A similar superhlghway of cash and Weapons ﬂows from
terrorists operating in the Philippines to Riyadh and its partners
in Washington, resulting in‘a-similar opportunity forthe US to -
establish 4 permanent military presence there in reactionto a
crisis of its own intentional engineering,” it added.

The bigger picture, according to the report, is that the Americém
government is setting the state for a confrontation with China to
reestablish its dominance in the region.

The report said the increasingly rampant terrorism across
Southeast Asia a result of intentional Washington policy and is
being used as a pretext for setting the stage of a greater and
potentially more devastating regional confliet with China.

Th ; supposed terrorism crisis in Marawi City could be 8 US
panic reactmn to Rody s trysts wﬁ;h Chma
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5 Maute fighters 'killed" in firefight after Duterte visit — military h
From Rappler (Sep 12). 5 Maute fighters 'killed" in firefight after Duterte visit — military

Two high-powered firearms and a pair of night vision goggles are recovered from the enemies

The military said 5 Maute fighters were killed in a heavy firefight here after midnight on Tuesday.
September 12, just hours after President Rodrigo Duterte visited for a 4th time this war-torn city.

Two high-nowered firearms and a pair of night vision goggles were also recovered from the
enemies.

“The Heavy firefight which ensued about 30 minutes vielded & ‘confirmed" killed on the enemy
side with 4 enemy body counts. Two of the bodies were retrieved by the government forces while
the other two were left on the site because of dangerous circumstances.” Colonel Romeo

Brawner, Task Group Ranao deputy commander, said in a press briefing on Tussday.

Though there were only 4 enemy body counts physically accounted for, the government used the term
"confirmed kills" as verified by military snipers.

. .Brawner also.added: "There were no casualties on the government side.” S

The firefight involved troops of the Marines Special Operations Group (Marsog) under Task
Group Tiger.

The Vrrnilitary said the morale of ihetroops snMaraWIwas boosted by the v;s;iofDuterte on Tuesday

"According to the commander of the JTF Marawi, Brigadier General Rolly Bautista, the troops' fighting

spirit was further boosted because of the recent strong motivation and encouragement of the
commander in chief,” said Brawner.

"The President's recent presence in the main battle area has left 2 mark in our troops in their strong
desire to end the crisis in Marawi,” he added.

Lieutenant Colonel Jo-ar Herrera compared Duterte's visit to a father visiting his chiidren to encourage
them before a big challenge. The country's top security and defense officials also joined Duterte inside

the batile area on Monday.

Herrera said the recovery of the high-powered firearms has a "strategic importance” as the military's

assault intensifies.
26
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Herrera said the firearms will also be subjected to inguiry to determine where they came from and how
the enemies got a hold of them.

The military said the battle area is about 20 hectares. The military said it has penetrated a major

“Hefengive position of the local terrforist groups after taking 23 buildings on Sunday including one that was—

at least 5 stories high.

The military has also been trying te convince the enemies to surrender or let the women and children out
of the battle area.

“We are convincing them through our loudspeakers to allow women and children out of the main battle
area. That is one of the afforts we are doing. If fighters do not want to surrender, we are telling them to
allow the women and children to escape or to get out of the main battle area,” said Brawner.

Brawner said there have been surrender feelers. He did not elaborate.
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Philippines says some rebels ready to surrender as troops advance in
From Reuters (Sep 11): Philippines says some rebels ready to surrender as troops advance in Marawi

Some Islamic State-linked militants besieging the southern Philippines city of Marawi have sent
“fasjers” they are prepared to surrender after three and a half months of fighting, the military

said on Monday.

Philippine forces have used loudspeakers urging militants to give themselves up, telling the
estimated 50 to 80 fighters left in the city their lives would be spared if they disarm, change out

of their black clothes and walk to a designated location.

wgopetully” we will have surrenders within the next davs.” spokesman Colonel Romeo Brawner told
a news conference.

“There are feelers. Definitely, there are feelers.” he added, declining to elaborate.

The surrender offer came after a renewed, if short-lived, effort by Philippine President Rodrigo

Duterte to start back-channel talks with militants, with a former Marawi mayor Omar Solitario Ali f

1o have acted as an intermediary.

Duterte on Satéfday ruled out the nossibility of allowing rebels fo flee in exchange for the
release of dozens of hostages.

- Two troops were Killed at the weekend, taking to 147 the number of security forces killed in the Marawi

conflict. Some 655 militants and 45 civilians have been killed, according to the army.

Troops were engaged in running batties with the miltant alliance, led by Abduliah and Omarkhayam .~

Maute of the Maute group, and Isnilon Hapilon, a factional head of the Abu Sayyaf group, and Islamic
State’s so-called “emir” in Southeast Asia.

More than 20 structures were captured, many laden with booby traps. Some were commercial high-rise
buildings that have been used as sniper positions to thwart government forces.

Brawner described the operations as “a big accomplishment considering the enemy established very
strong defensive positions™.

Whils some areas of Marawi are seeing citizens return and shops and schools re-open, most of the city
remains deseried. Its center is a wasteland, pummeled by daily air strikes and ground battles.
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The resistance of the militants has frustrated the more than 400,000 residents displaced from the area
and raised guestions about how relatively few Islamists took control of the lakeside town and heid

significant parts of it.

Slideshow {6 Images)

“We are receiving a lot of guestions: why is it taking too long for the government to recover this area?”
said Brawner,

“It is really difficuli to do urban fighting.”

The United States has been giving technical and Jogistics support o the Philippine military and on
Monday announced it had deployed a Gray Eagle unmanned surveillance aircraft over Marawi.

Australia has also provided two P3-Orion surveillance planes and last week announced it wouid send
more defense personnel to train Philippine troops.

For & graphic on how main lslamic militant groups in Mindanao evolved, click: here

For a graphic on Islamic militant strongholds in Mindanao, click: here

ht?ss:/fwmm‘?feuters.com/article/us—nhi!ippinesmmiiitantsiohiiEopines~savs-some-rebels-readv~t0~surrender«as-troops—

28

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.dwdd.com.ph

EARLY DAWN ASSAULT | JTF Marawi score anew vs Maute

< Abin Santiago o ool

HeadlinesMARAW! CITY, Lanao del Sur (DWDD)}

At early dawn today, September 12, 2017, around 1:19am, government troops from the
Marines Special Operations Group under Joint Task Group Tiger engaged the Daesh-
inspired Maute/Abu Sayyaf terrorist group in the main battle area of Marawi City.

The heavy firefight, which lastd for 30 minutes, yielded five (5) confirmed killed on the
enemy side with 4 enemy body counts. Two bodies were retrieved while the other two were
left on the site because of dangerous circumstances. There was no casualty on the

government side.

The recovered firearms from ihe enemy include 2 high-powered firearms and a Night Vision
Goggle (NVG). “The troops ' fighting spirit is further boosted because of the recentstrong

motivation and encouragement of the Commander-in-Chief. The President’s recent
presence in the main battle area has left a mark in our froops in their strong desire to end
the crisis in Marawi.” Joint Task Force Marawi Commander Brigadier General Rolly Bautista -

“Major Gerieral Danilo Pamonag, Commander of Joint Special Operations Task Force ™~ =

Trident said: “The seamless integration of troops’ interoperability with their heightened
morale in fighting the enemy has resulted fo the quick and deliberate assault of enemy
positions. This accomplishment shows that the enemy’s hold in Marawi City is decreasing
day-by-day. it is only a matter of time that the crisis will end.” JTF MARAWI/MCAG
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SIDEBQOYS HONOR | Commander Naval Installation
Command visits FMRF

A Sendiman

SANGLEY POINT, Cavite City (DWDD) ~ The newly installed Commander, Naval
instaliation Command, Navy Captain Noel M De Vera PN(MNSA) along with his Key Staff
visited Fleet-Marine Ready Force on September 8, 2017,

As part of Navy's Custom and Tradition, a Sideboys honors was rendered to Commander,
NIC. Consequently, a Staff to staff talk was conducted with Commander, Fleet-Marine
Ready Force Commodore Albert A Mogol AFP to discuss matters of common interest for

“heth Commands to include matters related to-security, safety and support
~operations..NPAOIMCAG . ...
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UPDATE | Stranded Bus Passenger in Pitogo rescued

¢ Santlaos o o
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GUMACA Quezon Prownce (DWDD
Authorities were able to rescue twenty-two (22) bus passengers initially reported trapped in

rising flood waters in Baranggay Biga, Pitogo, Quezon Province.

Accordingj‘ to MGen Rhoderick Parayno, Commander of the 2"Infantry Division, joint

-elements-of the Philippine National.Police-Pitogo,-85" Infantry.Battalion, and personnel from. ...

.. the Pitogo Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction Management Council (MDRRMC) rescued
" “the passengers of DLTB Bus with plate number UYB 365 who were all forced to climb the

roof of the vehicle.

_.Meanwhile, electric services in the area remains cut-off while the Mahariika Highway in
Calauag, Quezon is still impassable to all vehicles. Clearing operations is stili on-

_going. AES / ALS
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