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Now that he is: out on baﬂ wxlI former sena’cor ]mggoy__._
Estrada spill ‘the beans on an alleged ‘anomaly inithe
mulhbﬂhon—peso Disbursement: Acceleraﬂon Program _
(DAP) of the ‘previous. admmlstxatmn’ :

Justice Secretary V1tahano

‘ Aguzrrellhmted atthispossi-"

b;llty after Estrada was gma’n
il by the 5 -

’che Prmrlt'y Development As- - lier statemnent that he recerved.
sistanice Fund (PDAF) scam P50 million in DAP funds:
and released last Saturday during the. ‘administration:
after three years in'detention. . of former president Benigno
“(Rormer)_senator Jinggoy -~ Aquino Il supposedly for the

can be ‘used as a'witness in “ouster of the'late chief }ushce :
_ ._’g@;e_xpvgs@:xg_at_;on and possible, __'_Turn fo Page 1 4;

d
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" Evenasthe authorities have
yet to confirm:the yescue ‘of
 Suganob, Catholic bishops i

Mindanao welcomed this as
sanswered prayer. ..

i fWe i
This'is'an answered

- This & t-glfé;‘?'éi‘f_
“We 'reaﬂ'y‘ﬁrayed “for thiszand

tiow that he's free, thanks.be

" toGod,” Tligan Bishop Elenido -

3_:Gaiid0_z_said._' TN
s ‘Qzamiz Archbishop Martin
: also b

omyerss
745 many are praying for

' hig freedom. S0 rnany masses

‘are celebrated for that inten-

‘once again shown as a wit-
ness of our solid faith in God.

| Tharks be'to God,” he‘added.

- Suganob was among :‘:t,hose

o Tts capture may be
hat fhe profonged fi

~leaders have  alle-
giance- to Jslamic State, ‘may
“Pe nearing conclusior, he said:

elieved ‘Sug-. MOvVe]s SIINKING: 17
«#thattheir résistance 18 Wi
iing” Brawnersaid. .

ple's faithand |

o The power of prayer is..

- “a;-yhadenmun’feredscme
of ‘the heaviest tesistanice in

recovering the mosque.

have pledget

N believe 'we are close

" to the end. The area where
- the --Maute- téI?OiiSt . gl"ou P :.Can:-
moveis shrinking. We noticed

ene

They are retreating while

e areassaulting butin the.
process of doing o, we are en-
counteting many improvised
explosive devices so we c¢annot -
just advance. We *have o be’
very careful,” hesaid. "~

ta’ﬁ%éii-flibstégé"‘by the Maute wel

group whenfighting brokeout .
- in Marawi City on May 23. = *
VREESTLT L ages when they captured the.

rescie numerous civilianhos-

und none:

e ug,
“pilitants -could

- battlefront to escape the pun-.
ishing ground and air assauit. .

- The military said last Sat--
urday g assaultwasa strategic -

TOOP _ _

-sihce been killed in the battle;:
-which hasforced thousands 0.
flee their homes. =~ v = fore

.~ The military estimates

‘breakthrough in-resolving the:
Maawi crisis with the recap-

Fhar 40to-60-m ilitants-are

But it did not me’riﬁé

 rescue of the two hostages dur-

ing the assault.

“This enormous gain fur-
ther weakened the terrorist
group by denying them their
erstwhile command and con-
trol hub,” AFP chief Gen.
Eduardo Afio said.

“pg follow-up and clearing
operations continue, we ex-
pect the enemy to yield more
previously occupied 1’piositi{ms,
but not without a fight. We are
ready for that,” he said.

" Col. Romeo Brawner, depu-
ty commander of the task force
battling the militants, said the

still fighting. There had been
yyaf leader 1s

1S in Southeast Asia, or of the
brothers Omarkhayam and
Abdullah Maute, leaders of
the group.
~Brawner said the ringlead-
ers of the siege are still believed
to be inside Marawi, adding
that the military was deter-
mined to hunt them down.
“We do not want this to
hapﬁen again in any other city
in the Philippines,” he said.
— With Roel Parefio, John Un-
son, Alexis Romero, Michael
Punongbayan, Cecille Suerte
Felipe, Edu Punay, AFP, New

York Times News Service

4 the anointed emir.of the ™
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nt or P145.694 ‘million was
le_igétéd}- and-out of which,a
total of P87-002 millionor 59.7
percent was digbursed for 33
"~ Thereporthas récommiend-
hat the unutilized funds
refurned to he Bureau of
. . k

Renato Corona -during im- criminally lable.... - ..
peachmerit frial n 2012, Among the documents is.
i .Hé‘e’Xpiained‘.t}iat'Esuada’s * 2014 report of the Commission
 testimony .could be necegsary _on Audit (COK) showing tha
to prove the alleged @nomaly it Jast 46 lawmakers received
“an of DAP funds. - < DAT funds worth P229.6 mil-
_ noted that Estraca, Tion for a milk feeding program
“ab & beneficiary or proponent. just days after Corona was eturne
of DAP, cannot be held lisble impeachedby thelous . §fRep- [1easuls after the.
per, ruling of the Supreme resentatives in Decernber . down the DAP for being un-
Coirt which only pointed the The ‘COA report showed . constitutional in'a ruling i
possible culpability to-“au- “fRat the Department of Budget July 2014. B e e
Thirs” of the program. and.Mariagement, (DBM) is- . __’_'.'Earﬁer'ﬂﬁs*mbnth, a coali-

Estrada reportedly bated sued spedal 2llotment release “tofrof antis sorkbarrel groups
 that when Corona was ousted orders and notice of cash al- called on the DOJ fo investi-

after impeachment syial in locations for members of the - gate the alleged anomalies in
2012, he and other senators - House of Representatives On nse of DAP funds.© o
who voted for the guilty ver- . Dec: 22, 2011, or 10 days after The group led by former
dict were each given P50 mil- “the House of Representatives Manila councilor (reco Belgica
lionin DAP funds. - -'impéached'(:drcjhai; e also submitted to the POJ the
" Aguirre “also confirmed - The DAP allocation was - records of the DBM onithe DAF

~iir Mg officehas eceived.of., supposed tofund a milk feed-. expenditures daring the previ-
. s ing program A T

ogsgadmizﬁstraﬁon.

1c

confrary

hich weremeant . SP

invob

 DAPfumds, o coy

to boost government spend-* PO of the program. . 7 vestigation .on he submit
' ing during the term of Aquino. - The COAheld that the proj- - ted records, which showed
~ The DOT would conduct a. ect “may not have fully con- a discrepancy of P2.6 billion
mww'""m“'““fa'ct-find—ing'-winvesﬁga;‘cian‘jgg;_w_‘uibuted in the attainment of fromt the DAT spending, and
determine the anomaliesin the .%EE”-D'AP"'bbj"evtive"-of-waceelet-w- pursue €ases of ralversation

_DAP and who could be held -ating government spending” ‘of public funds with aggra-
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réfrain from: ‘making comments 0n the.
‘Iatest developments in the ‘Tain b attle

- & #This enormous AFP gam further '
_Weakened fhe terrorist group: by deny-
ing ! them ﬂlexr erstwhile command and- e
! fio said .

o T yOur -
ssured that govemmenttmops . in 2 tight battle agamst he _be “We covet your: unceasmg iriterce.
Wi ;pzaess on-relentlessly | {ntil it con-* terrorist group in warforn Marawi-City, : safety of all;and lastingpeace™
cluded its mission of fiberating the city . ‘after they occupied the p]ace m May 23 . in Marawx,” ‘e ‘said.” (With reports’ ﬁ'orn"
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Priest rescued

Page:

Yk

captures M aute base

By EDITH REGALADO

DAVAO CITY - A Catholic

priest held hostage formonths:

by the Maute group was 1es-
cued by governmment troops on
Saturday as they moved closer
in rooting out the terronsts in

Marawi City.
Troops captured the com-

mand center of the Maute ter-
rorists and rescued two nos-
tages, including Fr. Teresito
#Chito” Suganob, the priest
who had been held captive
for nearly four months since
the conflict began on May 23
The rescue came a few min-
utes after the troops overran
Turn to Page 14

Bato Mosque, the second grand
mosque in Marawi City used by

the tétrorisrs 48 their comuriand
; center.

Troops also recaptured the
Ameitul Islamiye Marawi
Foundation (JIMF) on Satur-
day.

“it was a fiercely fought
five hours before government
security forces subdued the
terrorists who were strategi-
cally located in the build-
ings in the periphery of the
mosque and the JIME” said
Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief of
the Pubtic Affairs Office of the
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP).

The military though has
vet to confirm if Suganob
was among the hostages res-
cued during the assault. The
other hostage was identified
as Lordvin Ocopio, a teacher of

Dansalan.College in Marawi. .

President Duterte hailed the

wi'itoops-as he-was immediately

informed of the rescue of the
two hostages on Saturday
night.

The President did not an-

he was giving a short talk at the
Matina Enclaves Residences

“ywhere he-met:with the:police .

officer freed by comimunist
rebels last Friday.

Duterte was further briefed
on the situation in Marawi
later that night.

Presidential Peace Adviser
Jesus Dureza announced the
rescue of Suganob i his Face-
book post yesterday.

He quoted his staff Franklin
Quijane in Marawi as saying
Suganob and another hostage
were rescued by the military
during an assault at the Bato
Mosque on Saturday.

When asked to confirm,
Dureza told ABS-CBN to wait
for the official announcement
from the military and Malaca-

flang, saying it might compro-

mise the military operation in

Marawi. o

The military in the region
lect by Western Mindanao
Command (Westmincom)
chief Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez
refused to confirm the rescue.

“Sorry, we cannot reveal
further information. It might
put the lives of the remaining
hostages at risk. The rescue
operations are still ongoing,”
he said.

Malacafiang also refused to
commeent on the rescue,

“As per guidance from the
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines, we refrain from making
comments on the latest devel-
opments in the main battle
area of Marawi at this time;
as ongoing operations may be
jeopardized, as well as thelives
of the remaining hostages,

presidential spokesman Er-

“We will provide informa
tion and other pertinent details
as soon as conditions on the
ground allow us. Thank you for

Abella clarified the govern-
ment is not iImposing a news

“(There is) no such thing.:

Malacafiang will not provide
comments on recent develop-
ments like the rescue of hostages
0 as not to complicate matters
on the ground,” he said.

Assembiyman Zia Alonto
Adiong of the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
said they received reports
Suganocbh was rescued late
Saturday.

“But we don’t have official
confirmation yet from the
Task Force Marawi and the
Westmincom,” said Adiong,
spokesman for the Lanao del
Sur provincial crisis manage-
ment committee,
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Corporaﬁ:ad'wnﬁ:

ZAMBOANGA ClTY—AnAImY
corporal “said ‘he ~continued .to
fear for his: safety: and that'ofhis”
after’he came out in the . 703L
open ith allegations of corrup- )

‘motherumt i

family’

i May 2017 Alfonso

exposmg the alleged 1rregu1an-- .
tiesatthe NuevaEm}a—based gth
Inf ntry Division -of the Army .
_Hysendinga’ Jetterto thennew-.. ¥

Jetter =5‘:.5?&".-ﬁen;sijd2en§ :Dutémte alleging fund

anamalnes m 7th Enfantry Division

:officers started.v o

" He'said the’ 7th IDha
br1gades--—7o1st
and: six b

attahans (3rci

702nd and_

supenor officers Wculd ‘hand
" rapk-and-file so]zhers amounts
'rangmgfromP5,ooo “P16,000:]

: delwered

: Alfcnso sald'.tbat uring his
flrst few months ar the MFO he

ly slected President Duterte.

“ing funds labeled as 1efur

assagned to the ATy’ divi-
sion’s Management and Fiscal
Office {(MFO). .

“He said when he became
‘part of the staff of the MFO in
2014, - he moved 10 Fort
Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija,
where his exposure to ¢orrup-
tion -allegedly involving senior

Ifonso clalmed ‘he _fknew'

sender (RTS) because he was-

andt ePSmﬂ

RTS]. The money. {RTS) was . receipts

" withdrawn from ~government
‘banks ‘and delivered to: (semor:f :

pfficials),” he said.

“My Sentor- officers told me::

not to ask (questions) anymore

because it was part ¢ of the Army -

tradition,” he added.”

Alfonso sazd aIE the dxs—
bursements qand . transactlons

passed through ‘the Commis-

swn on:Audit without scrutiny.
-.When -he. cotld not’ stand

For every RTS, Alfonso said _Kj nt anymore he sa1d he went in-
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| Serof and _}_Momca Cahmhas--;‘-

: Actlon Center

_ fonso said. .

Daryk Ritchie Vallez, Rosbert:

Passed on to DND o

_ "They told me the President
was very busy and they handed

over fny case to the Department
of Defense (DND),” Alfonso said.
“Since then, the threats-and

harassment have .hecome . in-

. rense and T kept on asking
“Drteree's lawyers 0" ‘take fast’

action: on‘my complamt__ ,"_‘Ab _

-31 201 ‘and ‘he had s 4
“considered on-Awol, or 7 &
“without leave, for nat re .;mng
“pack for duty.+

“':'tmgthe 1rregu1ar1ty.---:'- S

- iis wife and two chﬂdren

-_-_-'_--jleagues Knew he was.not e o)
_=to conmve with those comml ol

pecially since many of his col- Guest House in Malacanang on
CJuney; ; i

- After'he irformed - Mro
‘ Duterte of what he had discov--

- But: Alfonso sald be got ered, Alfonso satd he was finally. -
scared about being Harmed, es ~fvited—to—the-- Presidential ..

quently fothe Philippine Arm:

< -Brig: Gen. ‘Restituto Padllla.'_
the mlhtary ‘spokesperson, said’
hee still had not seen. Aifonso s
actudl expose,

“But I will also pass this of

0, Epe_qp}e__: JLcan t}j}_xs_t, ' Padilla

e
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- BY DEMPSEY REYES © 7 them accountable for the crime. .-notlf;catmn of the official
© 7w The Army's 9th Infantry Divi: - canceliatmn_:of the peace zalks’f
-smnsmdiherecemacts ofthe NPA e

; BULLET reportedly ﬁred by suspect— " only showed that the rebels *do”
3 ed members of the NEW People S mot nge nnportance to the lives” -
Army (NPA) kﬂled a 15-year~old_ '

. The Philippine t _ .
Im‘ant:y Battalion identified the - 1st Platoon, AlphaCompany of . - Front (N
victim as Vincent Pelaro,aremdent-’ “the 2nd Infantry Battaiion,'Were e

. of thevillage. - -+ =+ - conducting a-clean-up drive.- . peace talk

No further details were men-. ... It said a gunshot was heard; d1~ i

oned in Lhe 1eport. . o 'recteé to the locanon of the Army.

the NPA rebels were posmonéd : ;
« about 200 meters away from mvesugatwn and pursaing the : 'Agmed Forces of the ?hzhp- 1 their pamﬂpgtmn in

. a daycare center in Barangay group of communistrebelsto hold  pines (AFP) awaits formal -the peacetaiks
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Miron® killed in NPA attack in Masbate

A 15-vear-old student was kilied in
an atrack staged by MNew People
Army rebels on government sol-
diers involved i commanin works
in Cawavan own 10 hMasbute on
Saturday afternoon.
;i Capt Joash Pramis, spokesper-
‘son of the Army’s Yeh Infantry
Division based in Camarines Sur,
satd the farality, Vincent Pekiro,
along with other cmhaﬂs was hit

Pramis said troops from rthe
Army’s Znd Infanuy Batalion
were doing repair and clean-up
drive a1 & daveare center i Ba
ranga Hlb‘_ltad when they were
fired upos by the rebels arcoand
4:30 pom.

Pramie said the underermined
number of rebels posidoned them-
selves abour 200 meters away from
the troups, fir ed moux}é ﬁ\c shotr

by enemy fire.

arid withdrea:

“According w the ronps. thes
heard five shots and the first one
hit the bov. He was watching What
the soldiers were doing at that
ume.” Pramis said of Pelure, &
resident of the barangay.

“Our roops G416 Dot reiabate 10
spart frors harm the crvilans io e
area.. They ivebels; withdrew and
prtl now we are going afrer them
w hold them acccuntable for what

~thev-did

added Pramis oo Victor Reves

“TFhis 1¢ another proofl that
they du not give im‘nm—mrmt )
the safers of the people " Pramis
added.

Pramix
commumiey works, i coliabora
tion with Joeal «fficials, in the
harangay wili continue desplre
the rebel amrack, He said the
endeavor is parv of the 9th ID%

Comemunite Support Program,

said the milizary’s
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NORTH COTABA’I’O An A:cmy solcher was kllled
i an ambush by suspected New People’s Army (NPA)
' guernllas in Matalam towr here on Saturday. .

Pfe ]nnrny Marcelo of the Army’s 39th Infantry Ba’c—
' tahon was on a motorcycle: when the rebe}s waylauci h:zm :
in Barangay Kidama. .
- ‘Marcelo died at the scehe from severai gunshot _
wounds, according to- Superintendent Romeo Galgo Jr,.
N _sookesman for the Police Regional Office 12.
B g police: officers and soldiefs found atth
ne several bullet shells and Marcelo’s mot

(e
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{E MG MORE - An undated video grab which could not be independently verilled shows Fr, Terasito
awi 03ty The Offise of Presidential Adviser on the Paace Process and the Bishop of Higan

«wigemed the rescue of Father Suganob. (Militant video via AP}

i s al: 5285, 5285
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-another-hostage were.resctied-

«viterrorists during-a battle with:

i

‘3 September 2017

By Julie 8. Alipala,
Jeoffrey Maitem,
Nikko Dizon

and Philip €. Tubeza
@Team_inquirer

MARAWI! CITY—The . vicar
general of Marawi City, Pr.
Teresito “Chito” Soganub, and
from Islamic State-inspired
government forces on Satur-
day night, Presidential Adviser
-on the Peace Process Jesus
Durezasaid on Sunday.

Soganub and Lordvin Aco-
pio, a teacher at Dansalan Col-
lege, were rescued at around 11
onSaturday;:

'-quotmg “former - Tligan * City

Mayor Franklin Quijano, said
in a post on Facebook.

“It's confirmed we got him
already,” Dureza toid the In-
guirer by phone, though he did
not have details of the rescue.

Rear Adm. Rene Medina,
commander of the Naval
Forces Western Mindanao
{Navforwem), said he had re-
ceived confirmation of the res-
cue from his “ground opera-
tors” in Marawl

Quoting the information he
had received, Medina said So-
ganub and Acopio rmanaged to
escape from their captors dur-

ing fighting in the vicinity of
Bato Ali mosgue in Marawi.

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.al

-sincelate-May.

Dureza :

Enemy hub capturéd _
Bato Ali mosque is the com-
mand center of the Islamic

State (IS)-inspired Maute and

Abu Sayyaf terrorists who have

been batiling ' government

forces “for control " of Maram

was .an “origoing rescue opera-
tion in the main battle area.”

“We cannat give you details:
as of now lest we imperil the
lives not only of our soldiers
but more so that of the
hostages,” said Col Edgard
Arevalo,chief of the public af-
faiys office " of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines.

. Maj. Gen. Restituto Padilla
}r would not confifm" the re-

. 114cp,m\onSaturday e
They were Tecovere by

troops from: the. 6th Special
Forces Company and the 3rd
ScautRangers, the sotrce said.

Government . troops also
captured the Jamaitil Islamia
Marawi Foundation . {IIMF)

" building during the op gration

It ‘was -a fiercely- fought

five hours before gcvernme'nt-

seclirity fofces subdued ‘the
terrorists who were . strategi-
cally located in the buildings in
the periphery of the mosque
and JIME,” Gen. Eduardo Afio,
AFP chief of staff, said in a
statermnent sent to reporcers on
Sunday:

“This enormous [m111tary]

‘gain further weakened the ter-

rorist group by denying them

their erstwhile command and

"con ol huh* Afiosaid.”

The military s.ald it cap-

sturedithe! terronsts commands
center in a deadly operation :

thatbegan on Saturday.

it said nothing about the res-
cue of Soganub, whom the ter-
rorists seized with dozens of

other civilians as they rampaged

across Marawi on May 23. But

‘ilitary pres's.pffic’ers.said ther’e !

' ported TESCIE of’ boganub dand™

g Follow=up-and- cleanng;«.w,

operatxons contmue we expect

g:asked the_'pu
lic'to pray for the safe rescué of

 the -remaining hostages, 'al-

though it declined to comment
on the report about the rescue

ot Soganub-and-A€opio———-

Presidential  spokesperson
Brnesto Abella said the military

" comment on the developments’
in Marawi, including the report-
ed rescue of the two hostages.

But relatives of Soganub in
Ioilo City rejoiced at the news
of his rescue and the Catholic
Bishops' Conference of the
Philippines’ news service car-
ried reports of it.

Medina said Sogapub and
Acopio had told troops who
rescued them that they es-
caped while their captors were
engaged in heavy fighting with
government forces in the Bato
Al mosgue area.

“and in the course of flee-
ing, they were identified by the
military and they were brought

Army

to a safe place,” Medinasaid. .
A source told the Inquirer
that Soganub and Acopio were

Core Purpose: Serving the P foynd in front of Building Zulu

¥

i

17 in Sangcay viliage around

‘sed ‘the-Palace not to - batili e -t -the.
- ilitaty ‘had encotntered some -

B énemy'to yield moreprevist

olisly occupied “positions, but

not without & fight,” -he said,
“We are ready for that.”

------------------ Heaviestresistance. . ...

- Col;Romeo Brawnet, deputy
commander..of the task force

batiling the terforists; ‘said the .

of heaviest resistance in recov-
ering the mosque.

Its capture may be a sign
that the prelonged fighting
with the terrorists whose lead-
ers had pledged allegiance to
IS, may .be nearing a conclu-
sion, Brawner said.

“We belteve we are close to
the end. The area where the
Maute terrorist group can
move is shrinking. We noticed
that their resistance is weaken-
ing.” he said.

“They are retreating while
we are assaulting but in the
process of doing so, we ate en-
countering- many improvised
explosive devices 50 we cannot
just advance. We have to be
very careful,” he said. ~wirnag-
PORTS FROM JEROME  ANING,
NESTORF, BURGOS AND AFP ING
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mﬂitaryforces m Maram Clty : - f;::'}:.-

‘Maute group on Sat day, T4
‘captors were engage __maﬁreﬁg _Wlth “Galido said: .

i "and:theBlshop of Tiigan alreadylau g
: the safe rescie; Fr.Suganob: _
. Marine Col. Edgard Arevalo AFP :
' spokesman, said he cannot provide any
' details on the'rescuebecause it would
jeopardize the lives of the soldiers
"and other hestages in the an e
Battle Area. oo R
: “We have ongomg rescue §4‘- :
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yesterday.

_to .consult, first his Cabinet

ByPhilipC.Tubeza =
@pctubezaiNQ o

. Pres1dent Duterte wﬂl have:'

' security-cluster before peace:

talks with communist rebels:
camnTesume, Maiacanang said

. Premdential

*other . ‘branches of ‘govern-
" meént about the peace negoti--
. ations -with .the .Communist’
- Parzy of the Phxhppmes—New .
“Arriy-National

People’s--

spokesper-: :

'thoé"e" {tmngs} that arenotre-

£ PRRD's firm
posmon foprotect thie nation:
from violence and LeTToTis;
his fimidamental ‘goal is sus-
taindbie’ and -lasting - peace,
which -in - this -case -begins
with addressmg the social in-
justice as ‘the historical Toot
Jihe adde

';Saf:urday Sald He. Was' not

averse to the idea” of resurmi-
ingthe peacetalks e
- “If you want to resume
the ‘talks,:1 am not averse to
the ides, but let me sort-out
first the other branches of
gavernment,”’ Mr. . Duterte
said .after the NPA freed a
captive policernan in Davaq..
1. ghare - power - with
Congress and .the Supreme

-Court;--and- 5o+ -don't-ask-:

ing.in.a hurry and for

Page:

7

sthe:oth

branches of the govemment .
We need to taik sincere,’ he :
satd ;
: “Dont be in a hurry be—
‘cauise- we have been fighting:

Democrat;c Front.. .of - 'the

tates President Duterte to con- .

~ sult first with the members of

his security cluster, consider-

- ing the many liveslost, civilian
. and government property de-
" stroyed before returning to

the negotiating table with the
CPP-NPA-NDFP,” Abella said
in a statement,

~ “The President likewise
has to confer with the other

- branches of government re-

garding matters [that] re-

guire their consentfap-
proval,” he said without elab-
orating.

Abella saigd the President
wanted the nation protected
from terrorism and.that his ——

“lasting goal is sustainable paarmy2012@gmail.com- ~Tel no. (02)

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF P34 1asting peace.”

Army Cor

for .o years, and I have tg’

e police who
_f.is.-walii;’_

Formal peace “talks be-'

tween the government and
the CPP were supposed to re-
sume last month but the
President got angry after the
NPA ambushed a convoy of
the . Presidential Security
Group in Arakan, North Cota-
batoinJuly. -

He
should be a ceasefire first be-
fore peace talks could pro-
ceed.

“you cannot ambush me
and then ask me to talk to
you. If I'm dead, whom wilk
you talk to? Crazy guys,” Mr.
Duterte said. INQ .

mszsted that there-

consider the position of mmili- -

§45-0555 Locat: 5285, 5285

e Purpose: Serving the people. Securing

H

the land.
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' Commumist Party of the Philippines

(CPP), was reportedly hesitant to

yeturn to the peacenegotiatihg table.

. ButonSaturday, Diterte said there

“the rebels, who ‘have beeri waging «
. en armed struggle against.

governmentfor 50°year

nhobaves
butilet 1re sor

~other branches of govern: -
‘ment;” the President said
during his meeting with Se- -~

tions 0f Geneva. And for that, 1%
would like" o acknowledge their r
“spect for the law,” the President gaid.
" a1vs good that you released him: K

tho armed wing of the communist
 tebels, in Davao Oriental last June to
probe his supposed inyolvement-in .

“arti-people activities” o

' is a‘need to have serious taiks with: © - Despite his issues with' the com-
: ng ;. munists, Duterte thariked the rebels.

for releasing Rupinta, whom he said

rap yan (1t willbe dif

-t ofher branches of government.

1 shiare power with Congress and

‘the Supreme Court..50 donot ask for
“ something in a hurry and for those

which are not really acceptable to the

other branchies of government. Maki-

ficult)” Duterte

ssuffering from a heart co

Lthe.rebels i

Rut

ce Officer 2 Géorge”
Rupinta, who was freed by
' 'Cqm'postela

*he added.

the police

ndition: ...

‘that period of violence an

would have a problem, at-least-with ~thepoliee;-

na.y

onboth sides. You have to consider.

e diesin yotir hands, my friends, we . alsothe position of themilifary... cand

hoin sted v s there,”

‘New

e —
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+“The Yact alone that I cannot op-

_ ﬂ1er31

ceye” Duterte said: :
. *Theté ate things tobe: done.,We
have 1o clear with the Speaker pe-
riodically and the Seniate Presxdenf:
So that 15 how it operates here;! he
‘addéd. : -

- oDuterte crapped the peace: ta}ks
last July after the communist leadér-

- ship ordered the NPA to latinch offen-
“sives against government troops to:
‘resist Duterte’s 1mpos1tmn of martzal'

+law in Mindanao.: -
- ThePresident decla,red mari‘la} 1aw'
in the island’ after Islamic Statein-
' spired terrotists laid siege to Marawi
City and held dozens of people
“hostage. :
. Presidential spokesman Ernesto'
Abella said Duterte ‘would -eonsult
- with members of the: security cluster

before returning to the negohat'ng

table with the conunumsts

erate’by. myself Would indicate- that :
thing '

.o Duiterte topk ex-
o cep’aon to cIanns
-~ thathe “torpedoed”

.- hisalliancewith’ the
political left.

: P
'.---.alhance) 1 re—
_ally torpedoed it,

i He was: refer—.
rmg to former so--
“cial ‘welfare and
' xdevelopment sec-
" retary Judy Tagui-
‘walo and. former
agrarian reform
_secretary Rafael
. Mariano whom he.
‘appointed upon
~the: recommenda~ A

-'=posxt10n 1o protect the nation fro;m

“violende -and terrorism. his-finda--

siont on ppomt-
mhents,
- Twant'to place
" them there because,

mental goal is sustainable and lasting

peace; which in this.case begms w1th.

L ‘_:._addressmg the sacxal Anjust

Wup toyou). Because

T - - s e LU LiEE - Emal alc

“T'have o hear both
sides. The problem

thréats about coun-
tryside positioning,
- deployment of New
People’s Army sol-
diers, and that, and
- that” Duterte said,
He reminded the
rebels that harsh
words would not
bring the peace pro-
cess forward. |
- "With regard to
_your message tome
for the resumption
of the talks, let me
say this very care-
fully. Sa i inyo ‘yan
eh. 5z inye “yan (it's

iwhen I became N

el sc.du\‘.-

, so many demands,
Sl T T and I conceded, and

J\‘b Turn to Page 7
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'-é&en:appoznnng-péofi:i > from-the Jeft
jointhe government,” the President said.
" “And every time that Tbreak bread with

~you, T am'so courteous. .. fapos, hirit kaagad. .-
Hindi ito madadala 1g Wirit, ng init ng ulo (and’ .~
“matdpakan ko yung -

- then you immediately citicize. This ‘cannbt

be solved by hotheads). Tt carmot be solved
by harsh language,” Duterte added.”. -

“pr Fhano kung ayawmo? Pasupiaduﬁaﬁ E

40 ¢l So, hiiag kayong putnatol ng kasupladu-

hanng <o “yung $a akin, kung palakihin HninYyo,:
- talagang walang mangyari (B****. So whatif -
' t's"a contest of tough 4

"you don't want i? Tt ’
ik Donotmake -abig dealofit.If youdo;
niothing will happen). Might as well forge

‘the ambush!:

-so=gorry. ake eh.

“yung presidential
(CONVOY na kung. .

presidential guards”
were hurt daring T
“Ek ako, kung .
sapatos niyo, nag-

Ir-ambush ninyo -

saan ako mag-tand-
' vohindis

¢ Duterte:alsolamented the rebels have.
‘not apologized to him for attackingacon

oy of the Presidential Secirity Group
Cotabato last July. A militiaman and fi

1.apologize to, you: You ambushed the
S Yoii, ambushed the
‘wassupposed toland

P

rrrrr
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Premature disclosure endangered remaining hostages?

... BY VICTOR REYES
ANP JOCELYN MONTERMAYOR

GOVERNMENT forces rescued Fr. Chito
“Chito” Suganob and a companion from rem-
nants of the Maute Group in Marawi City on
Saturday night, hours after retaking two major
positions from the terrotist group.

The rescue was disciosed vesterday by
Secretary jesus Dureza, presidential adviser
on the peace process, but the Armed Forces
declined to comment, only saying rescue
operations were ongoing,

Dureza declined to elaborate.

Security officials have reportedly chas-
tised Dureza for prematurely disclosing
the tescue, saying this has placed in danger
~-the lives-of remaining hostages and ot the”
operating troops. e e
e Wewanted to keéep it Sectet temporarily be-

PREMATURE

reza said on Facehook.

Quijano was appointed by President
Duterte-in-July this-year as adminis-~
trator and chief executive officer of
the Philippine Veterans Investment

i Development: Corporation-Industriaf -
Authority and a5 member of the board
of directors of the same institution,

Suganob is the vicar general of
the prelate of $t. Mary’s Cathedral in
Marawi City, which has been desecrated

by the Maute.

AFP spokesman Maj. Gen, Restituto
Padillz znd AFP public affairs chief
Col Edgard Arevalo also refused to

confirm the rescue.

cause we're still trying to reséue other hostages...
He may have put in danger the safety of the
hostages and the soldiers” one of the officials,
who asked not to be named, said.

Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella, at
around nootn vesterday, said the Armed Forces
has advised Malacafiang to “tefrain from fnak-
ing comments on the lates: developmenrs in
the main bartle area of Marawi at this time,
as ongoing operations may be jeopardized, as
well as the lives of the remaining hostages, or
soldiers in the frontlipes.”

Col. Romeo Brawner, deputy commander
of the AFP Joint Task Force Rarnao, held a
press conference in Marawi City af around 5
p.m. yesterday bur declined to confirm the

rescue. He discussed the recovery of the Bato

‘happy receiving messages about Fr, Chito's
rescue no matter how hazy they are”

Dureza, in a Facebook postat around 8 a.m.,
quoted former Iligan City mayor Franklin Qui-
jan0 25 saying Suganob and his COMpAnion wete
rescued around 11 pum. on Saturday near the
Bato Mosque. He declined to give other detals,
referring questions to the AFP

“Gor this just now from Franklin M. Qui-
jano: For info sir father Chito Suganob to-
gether with one other was rescued by troops
near Bato mosque at ooa 162300hsept2017.
This is the 20d grand mosque in Marawi that
has been taken over by our troops. To those
who would wish to get more details, pls wait
for the official announcement coming from

“Mosque and the Jamaitol Tslamiya Maravwi

Foundation building, . ...

'~ Arevalo said the mosque
JIMF structures were “command

to stop operatons against the Maute,
He has also said there were 240 hos-
tages,

Recently, military estimares placed
"the riumber of the Mauté hostages at
around 30,

.. Zia Alonto. Adiong, spokesman of
the Lanao del Sut crisis committee, .
disclosed only the re-captuee of the
Baro Mosque, and forndation building,
and Madaris schools. ‘

He said on his Twitter page at 7:55
am.: “Hato Al Mosque has been re-
covered by the military. This mosque
was used to house hostages including
Father Chite.”

One netizen asked about Suganob’s
condition but Adiong did not respond.

“We cannot yet release any state-

ment because the rescue operation

‘FIERCE FIREFIGHT’

is sill ongoing,” said Padilla. Padilla

said the military will issue 2 state-
ment as scon as the operadons are

completed,
For his part, Arevaio said: “We

an ongoing rescue operation at the
main battle area. We cannot give you
details as of now lest we imperi} the
lives not only of cur soldiers but more

so that of the hostages.”

e

Lo

DFE

Suganob, in a video released a week
- after the Mante attacked Marawi on
romm e . My 23, appealed to President Duterte  could not immgﬁtcly

The rescue of Suganob and his un-
named companion carne six hours after
soldiers gained contro! of the Bato
Mosque and the office of the Jamaitul
Islamiya Marawi Foundation (JIMF),
which were previously occupied by
Maute members.

Arevalo said the two structures were
retaken at around 5 p.m. Saturday fol-
lowing 2 “fierce firefight” He said there
were casualties on the enemy side but

give figures.

have

... See PREMATURE > Page
and the

and control positions™ of the Maute
Group. “It’s 2 .battle position, with

the AFP and or the Palace in.order not-tg- -
jeoperdize the ongoing mil operations,” Du-

machine gun and sniper nest, so those
are very impottant structures to them,”

i Vi Would not -'s'aj; e number

of structures which the troops are
trying to clear of Maute membets and
tmprovised bormbs, About a week ago,
the military said the Maute remeants
are confined in a4 500-square meter area
with about 300 structures,

Atevalo said last Saturday’s fight-

ing was part of the major operations

the military is launching to end ‘the
conflict. :

“We're nearing the conclusion, just
a little patience more... We're recover.
ing their positions and their strength is
waning,” said Arevalo.

Brawner said Maute leaders Omar
and Abdullah Maute and Abu Sayyaf
senior leader Tsnilon Hapilon are still
inside the main bale area.

“It’s important to ger their leaders
o prevent a repeat of Marawi.., That's
why our gecurity forces are exerting
ciforts to arrest or kill the leaders.,,
We are trying our best to coneain this
crisis and to capture their leaders,” he
said. - With Gerard Naval
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3 nominated to AFP top post

I By FRANSIS T WAHEFIELD

Armed Forees of the Philippines (AFP}
Chief of Staff General Eduardo Anc said
he will submit to Malacafiang the names
of three possible :suceéssors upon his re-
tirement from the military service next
month,

Ana said ali three officials have grank of
lieutenant general and are all fit and quali-
fied to lead the 125,000-strong military.

Anc is sei to retire from the military ai
the age of 36 on Gctober 26, 2017,

“Well ! will recommend at the mini-
murn three names and then isusubmit ko
van kay Presidente. So nzsa discretion
ng ating Presidente kung sino pipiliin niva
doon sa fationg names na isusubimit ko
1 wil! recommend & minimum three and
submit their names to the President, who
has the discretion to pick any of the nomi-
nees).” Ane said.
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Duterte weighing optzons on peace talks

By BENALYN D. KABILING

President Duterte is planning
to consult his security cluster and
other branches of government be-
fore maling & decision on the re-
vival of the peace talks with the

communist rebel group.
The President said he
is ‘not averse’ to a possibie
resumption of the talks but
couid not make the deci-

-gion-glone-especially. amid..
the spaie of rebel atfacks
“egpginststate - forces-and -

properties.

“Ii vou wani Lo resume
the talks, I am notaverse
to the idea. buf let me sart
put first the other branches

of government the Presi-
dent said in his remarks in
- Davac City last Saturday,

“rhere are things which it
- PRESIDENT DUTERTE

T cannat concede alone be-

canse T am not the onlv-one in
control of this government. 1
share power with Congress
and the Supreme Court,” he
agded.

Dismaved by the recent
rebel atiacks. the President
earlier Said there would be
“nf, more talks' with group

rihe nex t five vears.

rIe said if Jose Maria Si-
‘son, founding chairman of
the Communist Party of the
Philippines  (CPPF),

als¢ hesizant 1o resume the
negotiations, too.

But last Baturday 1ae
President raised hopes for &
possible revival of the talks
depending -0n-- the- consul-
tation with fellow govern-
ment leaders as well as the
“position - of
Eroup.

thecommunisiio

 figa
to.hold peace talks, he was
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" Miranda‘are members of the

?hihppme ‘Military Acadery '_3
- [(PNA) . “Mahkaq C}ass of'-_'
3 '1983

?nfoxmedsource
senior Army -offiel
~among. the _strong oonienders

.-_namely,
- Galvez Jr., commemder ofshe

. Western Mmdanao Command
(Wesmincom), and Lt. Gen.
‘Benjamin Madrigal, Seuthern

“ Luzon Command (Scleom)

President
pxpressed

y

Mz Duter’resfxrstmlhtary w

ch'sef Tetired ‘Gen. Ricarde

- Vlsa.ya served far only fIV(:‘
: g

: suhseqaenﬂy appmnted as
t

" “Afio is also éxpected o~
continne serving the Duterte
administration: -as

acpa.army2012@gmail.com - Telmo. (02} B45.9555 Local; 5285, 5295

S e appemt Ano a8 secreﬁary ef '
ectmd FP the Department ‘of Interiok.
ke and. Local “Government

‘the DILG post in Junebut the-
-~ Marawi Glty siege faunched by -
< Tgtgmie: State-terrorzsts' :

o erupted

Recently, a proiubltmn on -
“the .appointment :of newly-

“general 25 DILG chief was
" floated - thus lessenmg the

the chances df Afo's immediate
has previously takeover . as’ Interior
his imtent to secrefary ’ - .
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" Rodyo*pen to 'fe‘suming
talks with communists

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Duterte is open to reswming peace negotiations with
commnist Netional Democratic Front of the Philippines but said
any decision about the next step in the peace efforts would have to
be made in consultation with the legislative and judicial branches
of government, and his security and defense advisers.

The President made the statement on Saturday night in Davac
Ciry duting the turnover of SPO2 George Canete Rupinta who was
abducted by the communist group’s armed wing, the New People’s
Army, on June 9 and released last Friday.

Durerre acknowiedged the “message for the resumption of talks”
that he said was sent out by the Communist Parey of the Philippines.

“Letme say this very carefully.. . There are things which I cannot
concede alone because T am not the only one m control of this
government. 1 share power with Congress and the Supreme Coust,

So do not ask for something in a hurry and for those which are not
really acceptable to the other branches of government. } Mahirap iyan (Irs
dzfﬁcult) -And you have to consider alsc the position of themilitarywho

imvested, and the pollce, who invested kves there.” |Iuterte said,

oI you want to resume. the talks, L am not averse to the idea, but

“let'me sort out first the other branches of govcrﬁment” He added.

Presidential peace adviser Jesus Dureza said no date has been ser

for 2 meeting between the President and the security cluster and

the other branches of government,

He also said despite the suspension of talks, the gov ernment

panel maintained-communications with-the- NDFP

A fifth round of formal paa ce talks had been scheciulcd for ’\ffay
frvress m.ﬁ'

Sf:é!. RODY>‘ I’age BZ

Duterte’s order for the government
peace panel not w resume formal
peace malks uniess the NPA stops its
attacks and extoroon acovites.
Duterte in July announced
the canceliation of the walks. or

RODY

27 to June 1 bur it was cancelled
by the government pangl after the
Communist Partv of the Philip-
pines ordered the NPA 10 intensify

e e e
DFERICE U oRE

I

;‘_.-

attacks on government forces, be-
cause of Duterte’s declaration of
martial law in Mindanao.

The cancellaton war followed by

B

almost a vear afrer formal peace
negotiations resumed in July
20746. The talks had been o5 an
impasse since February 2013
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Oro Nahonal L1beraﬁon Front :

tohelpit deal with the: extremist - . vidler

' elements in Mindanao, a. semor Cabmet Al el

_oﬂicnal said Saturday mght SE

' '_-'.alieged PIlS 2—1113111011 text-. . prop mgsmnof‘ﬂregl v
fifo fed-.

* bookscam in 2000.and 2001 2 d:ihe
.at Davao ‘City,” Peace Pr '
>

Thl was aﬂer_

i Rodrigo. Dutenie ‘again et
cipy wly with MNLF f_ound—
Fmg ; Nnr MIS _

be ay. .
. certtfyﬂ]usthketha when it ‘husband 1t,"_s' 40"
gets 1o Congress’ there might - said in ‘a mix: of Enghsh and -.-.respanden :
“be questlons from fhe mem- '-Flhpmo _-_.‘.co—accused over the 50~
bers: Jof . Corngress ‘because . Dureza said Misuan_ ‘had ~fextbook: scam
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Duterte said P50 bilbonwill -
. siotbe encugh to rebuild the

“ gl said he w brid-
get: that wis slashed from

Army Vision: BY 2028, & world

ciags Army thatis & source Of
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southern c1ty of Marawi, cit-

. ing massive damage: caused

by the conflict between gov-
emment wroops and Tslamic

: State—lmked rmhtants #hat’s
been runmng for almost

the Comirnission ‘on Human

- Rightstobe spent instead on

| OFFICEOFT

e

' accused the human rights
: f-bei ki

.gu :

police- “equiptnent.. He had:

sume’ peace

.-_'-talcen as hostage He sa&ﬂ%__
e will take ito account.

y2012@gmat i.com - Telno.

ommumsts after they re-
leased the. pohce officer

: 'the wews of the pohce and

ued to pour.in.
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‘Ina Palace news bnefn
mg, ‘Lorenzana ‘said that
more than’ P2 bﬂhon
‘has. been piedged by for-

ieged.
: oustedasPresxdent s
Duterte said his drug

war will continue and that
Next page
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. Regalado maintained. tk
NPA will not surrender, ==
: A Iocal umt of the New People’s - ~He- alse slammed th
Army (NPA) in Negros has rejected

President Duterte’s offer of, JObS and

: housmg If they iay down thelr arms. . P

: ;Gmhumgan Clty, Negr
e --last-July; Duterte promiised:
E:F house 40 NPA giierrillas who will
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cnsm management, >4 :

“counter-errorism, and ‘opera-.. "several sChools: and 8 ctaycare center m
tions in ‘hoth’ countnes wﬂl pamelpate : ;Camguran, Aurora prownce
«in'Tempest Wind.. ", The construction workisa ;smt cmc
It:isa prngram app ved- by the 2 _-asszstance activity, which: forms part of
- Mutual Defense Board and’ Securltyi " the upcormngbﬂateral mlhtaryexemse
En gagement ‘Board (MDB-SEB) of the : .:_Kamandag, an acronym for “Kaagapay
“twe counfriesin Novem“ber - ©.ngmga Mandmgma ng Daga i

ng :..play. The project includes ‘buildi
S elasgmoms and canteens and

‘Philippine CAF‘P) ‘condiicted a grouid
‘breaking ceremony forthe: renovaﬁan of

' 0351guran
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isfaction in'the AFPagainstDut e t0

oo .o triggerany coup attempt because the

OP defense and military of- - _.A"E'Pisrpmfessional-enoug'h’i-.-z e
“Sicials'have denjed reports - “Wehave notmonitored that Senator

. and-gpeculations ona brewing . Trillanes is recruiting” Ano-added.

:  coup attemptagainst President Trillanes, a staunch critic of President
Digterte. s Duterte, denied that he i¢:the “popular.

' No-coup ‘attempt yet against The _politician” ailudedtobquEHefall’gféseﬁto':'-

‘Kakilala, his PMAupper clagsman.. /.
i : R Lo didn't feel aliuded. I am ot Popu-
- Defense Secretary Delfin Loren- '?iij_il_lgn_es' stressed. ;A e

and and Gen. Eduardo Afio, chief of -~ -

:staﬂféfﬁiE?ﬂrmed%‘omeSaoﬁthegkmip__ .
‘pines 1ed the denial before

'the Senate Finance :Suk ommitte
chairedh Sen. Panfilo Lacsonduring
the hearing on the defense depart-

. “There is no ecruitment
.mot even going close t0°

ment’s proposed 201871

budget.

LA coilp';vs;.ﬁésidént;éi?:;ﬁté'r-i:é_‘i_i_i‘:si&_

95.476:billion _ ;
i e .'_'_militaryécamps:"he*said

“yery remotie.: There is nothing 1o
aboiit,”. Lorenzana assured. -
S

gan’ Antorio B Teilanes Wilea

that retired General Joselito Kakilala
- is claiming that a popular politician is
recruiting embers of Philippine Mili-
* tary (PMA) class 2006 to -oust Duterte
- from OFfice. v e
. “We have not heard ofa coup dttempt
peing hatched. Wala kaming kilalang
coup plotters,” he said. o

- Afio, asked during the budgethear-
ing by Trillanes, said that such areport
nas to be validated.

The AFP has not monitored any
destabilization effort by a politictan or
-any -other personality, he said.

gk

Afn added that there is no dissat-

S ({CHR).
The House and the Senate are head-

the Lower House of the proposed budget
for the Commission on Human Rights

the alleged plot by asking whether the intervention.” -

' AFP has heard or monitored reports

sortie are exhausting all remedies tO

_ _rectify an anomaly,” he said: i 70

sk L

" Iriflaneshad earﬁer.accused--ﬁUso

of engaging in a bloody anti-illegal
drugs war and of having bank several
accounts, adding that ‘Puierte’s son,
Davao City Vice Mayor Paoclo Duterte
also has a secret bankaccount, ‘being
a tattooed member of a “triad.” =
Triad or “sayad”? Charge it to
polities, Malacaiang said, © ¢
.. Meanwhile, senators asked the PNP
why it has stopped media access to po-
Jice’ spot reports. _
“Are you hiding something? Explain,”

' President Duterte has called on

e The Commission has n ilipi i
ed for a collision over the blockade by '~ (CHR) to a budget, being a(:ltf-lg};f B e s Goomen,
terie, congressmen said.

% hark

country at the Southeast Asian Games.
- . Bring us honor! We badly need it,
the President asked PH players.
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he mere use of the world martial law creates a 101'.‘01”

frenzy among the anti-Duterte forces that even the

“thinking out Jond” habit of Rody won't escape their spins.

The worst spin was among the foreign news agencies which

sersamed that Philippine’s Duterte may declare martial law
next weel,

. The report which stated a plan to impose nationwide

. martial law from the current military rule in Mindanao was

) triggered by a statement of Defense Secretary Delfin

Lorenzana'of a meéting among security officials with Rody ~

ir: which the possibility of lefiist protests becoming rowdy
during the September 21 celebration of the martial law of
tite late President Ferdinand Marcos.

- L appeared that as is his wont, Rody made another off

- the cuff remark regardmg the plans for September 21 where
Hie Taain conicern was for disorderly and violent protest, Whlch
rowdy protest marked the making of the military mle_
imposition way back in 1872.

The sctual discussion during the meeting was Rody’s
suggestion to suspend government work and ciasses in Mstro
Manila next week as several groups plan to hold massive
proiests in the days leading Lo September 21.

“This early, ] am announcing that I am ordering 2 holiday
o prevent angbody from getiing hur,” he said.

[ruring » Malocaftang media briefing, Lorenzana was asked
te expound on Redy’s plans that brought out the mention of
martial 1aw “if things get ot of hand.”

Most of the reporis, of course, highlighted the part of the
possihitity of imposing a nationwide martial law while stating

in &n obscore portion that had Lorenzana also saying that -

. such an “eveniuality is very remote.®

of mounting a huge mobilization that would affect the
government or people's daily routine.

The first group to seize on the apparent Lorenzana miscue
was the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) which
would be the first beneficiary of mayhem on the streets,

The CPP said Duterte was becoming “increasingly
desperate amid broad rising calls for his puster” and “seeks
to prop himself up as a faseist dictator in his despair o
ching to power” which is notably a template of statements
dusted off front its anti-Marcos campaign,
© Thie GPP ssid Rody “deserves the strongest condemnation
for shreatening to make full use of the military and pelice to
carvy ouf armed repression against mass demonstrations
by conjuring up 2 scenario of ‘rebels taking to the sireeis’
and ‘fighting on the streets,’”

The CFP ascribed moves in Congress to Rody’s efforts to

clamp down on the opposition saying that his allies in the

legisiature have ‘railroaded” the National ID systent,

to “supplani tens of thousands of village officials with his
loyalists” and “acted swiftly to impeach the chief Jjustice as

‘canceled the'schedtled barangay elections to eriable him

Lorenzana even indicated that the leftists are not capable -

&n overt threat to make the Supreme Court and,]udzcsarv

“bow to Malacifiang’s whiris,”
The CPP added “Duterte is presently carrymg out a ming-

- conditioning campaign to justify his plan to impose martial law> |

Apparently, the CPP is trying to create a situation in which
protests similar to those prior to the declaration of Mareos
martial law will be rekindled.

Thus far, the protest actions against Rody spearheaded
by yellow and red groups and of course Catholic bishops
who want an ouster of Rody. But they can muster at most
only a thousand or twe, and if weather permits merely a
hundrad rallyists which is a far ery to the massive movements
againgt Mareos.

The CPP riding shotgun with the anti-Duterte forces is
another proof of its insincerity in the botched peace process
and af the same time its part in the ongoing scheme led by
the yvellow mob for his ouster.

The CPP, similar to the yellow mob, is highly skilled in
the use of propaganda to advance its sinister agenda.
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P1.6B allocated for Pag-asa Island beaching ramp,
runway, facilities

From Update Philippines {(Sep 16): P1.6B allocated for Pag-asa Isiand beaching ramp, runway, facilities

National Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said contracts for the upgrade and repair of
facilities in Pag-asa island were already signed fwo months ago. He said PHP1.6 billion was

allocated.

montﬁs ago. And ihe funds are .a}readar avaﬂabie But it wﬂ% be! d{me n stages:”Secretary
Lorenzana said during the Mindanao Hour Press Briefing on September 15.

He sau:f ti‘;e f:rsi stage is m mnsimr:i a heathmg ramp for ships to dock “so that we can bring in f

“They will repair first the runway before — make it useable on all weather. It would be cemented,” he

added. “And then later on, they will extend for another 500 meters to make it viable for bigger aircraft.”

“He said works are expected to be completed in-18 months: “We have allocated P 1.6 billion there for the

repair of Pag-asa,” he said.

“We should have started early this year, when the water still, medyo calm. Kalma pa ‘yung tubig,” he
said. “Now, rough weather starts July. So it is now doubtful if the contractor can still go there with their
ships ano. Sc medyo tuma-timing sila ngayon kung anong magandang panahon para magdala ng mga

equipment.”

hitps:/Awww.update.ph/2017/09/p1-6b-allocated-for-pag-asa-istand-beaching-ramp-runway-
facilities/20862
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New PH patrol vessels built by Japan spotted

From Update Philippines (Sep 17): New PH patrol vesseis buiit by Japan spotted

The Philippine Coast Guard’s (PCG) sixth and seventh 44-meter Parola-class Multi-role Response Vessels
(MRRV) surfaced online through photo and a video. These vessels are being named after primary
ighthouses in the country to denote their significance as one of the navigational aids in the maritime

industm.

The s&xth vessei BRP Smdanqan (M RRV~4407) was shown ing v;deo suqqestmq the vessei is conductmq

photo,
These vessels are part of the 10-order deal with Japan Marine United Corporation {(JMUCY under PCG’s Maritime

Safety Capablilty improvement Pro;ect (MSCiP) Phase L.

These vessea!s are part of the 10 order deal wﬁh Japan Manne Umted Corporanon (JMUC) under PCG's Maritime
_ Safety Capability _E_m.proyeqjer_a_t Project (MSCIP) Phase L.

The fith vessel, BRP Suluan {(MRRV-4406) was received August 7. Deliveries are expected every quarter from the
first delivery conducted August 2016.

According to MSCIP, these vessels will act as (1) "primary rescue vessels within the PCG District's areas of
responsibility (AOR) when the extent of the disaster is beyond the capability of floating assets deployed within the

area.”

The MRRVSs will also (2} assist in controlling oil pollution and protection of the marine environment. (3) These
vessels will also enforce applicable maritime laws within the designated AOR, particularly refating to illegal fishing
and sea patrol. The vaessels will provide (4) service ag platform for rapid response during relief operations in the
area, and (5) fransport of personnel and iogisiical support.

httos:fwww.update ph/2017/09/new-ph-patrol-vessels-built-by-iapan-spotted/20866
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Government forces demonstrate capability in
Boracay

From Update Philippines (Sep 17): Government forces demonstrate capability in Boracay

NAVFORCEN phaoto

-Government forces under Armed Forces of the Philippines {(AFP)-Central Command (CENTCOMyand . . ...
Visayas police conducted a capability demonstration in Boracay island on September 12.

The demonstration was spearheaded by Visayas Joint Peace and Security Coordinating Council {(VJPSCC}

co-Chairmen CENTCOM commanding general Lieutenant General Oscar T. Lactao and Directorate for
!nteqrateti Police Onerations (DIPO) Visayas chief Police Director More Virgilio M. Lazo.

Philippine Navy's Naval Forces Central ( NAVFORCEN} partrclpated in the said capabs!rtv demonstrat:on
.- through the Maritime Joint Task Group (MJTG) “F‘rotect”

NAVFORCEN the part;c;patlon was "to assess the operational readiness in the conduct of their mandated tasks
especially in Maritime Security Operations.”

SWJTG “Protect’ is a subgroup of MJTG “Area Shield” established under the command of NAVFORCEN
commander Commodore Loumer P. Bernabe,

Humamtanan Ass:staﬁcefﬁzsastar Rehef { HABR} ag_emtmns wmﬁm the Cantrai' Command Area of
Operation,” NAVFORCEN said.
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e
NAVFORCEN photo
“After the Capability Demonstration, a Stakeholders’s Dialogue was conducted, headed by the top Commanders
and leaders of the Iocal government and stakeholders,” it added.

hitpsiwww.update. nh/2017/09/governmeni-forces-demanstrate-capability-in-boracay/20872
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US, PH naval warriors holding inaugural military
-exercise

The United States and Philippines naval warriors will be conducing the inaugural US-PH bilateral military
exercise KAMANDAG on October 2 to 11, KAMANDAG stands for “Kaagapay Ng Mga Mandirigma Ng

--Dagat” or“Cooperation/Alongside of Warriors gf the Sea”™. ...

KAMANDAG was creaied after President Rodrigo Duterte said last year that US-PH Amphibious Landing Exercise
(PHIBLEX) 2016 will be the last. PHIBLEX 2016 was conducted October 4 1o 12, 2016.

-PHIBLEX focused on amphibious capabilities and live-fire fraining with humanitarian. civic assistance efforts. .. e

_ KAMANDAG will focus on enhancing counter-terrorism and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief _
capabilities; and conduct humanitarian and civic assistance projects, T L

KAMANDAG also aims to insrease overall US and Philippine readiness, improve combined responsiveness to
crises in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region, and further reinforce our decades-long parinership.

“The purpose of this Philippines-led military exercise is to conduct bilateral exchanges between Philippine and US
forces, Exercigse training wilt enhance cooperation and interoperability between the Philippines and the US,
consistent with the Mutual Defense Treaty and Visiting Forces Agreement,” the US military said.

hitos:/iwww.updaie ph/2017/09/us-ph-naval-warriors-holding-inauaural-military-exercise/20879
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Lorenzana wants Afio’s AFP service extended

From: the Philippine Daify Inquirer (Sep 17): Lorenzana wants Afio’s AFP service extended

But Duterte has other plans for retiring AFP chief

Presidential Photo

| Fortv days before reaching the mandatow retsrement age, Armed Forces of the Ph:hgpmes chief

Afio stressed he was not seeking an extension of his military service since President Rodrigo
Duterte had already announced he would be named interior secretary upon his retirement.

Rising through ranks

ceremony of the AFP Educat;onai Benei‘" t System Of"f‘ fce on Frfday

Afic said the Constitution required military personnel to retire at age 56 and that he had to abide by the
requirement.

He suggested, however, that Congress pass a law fixing a term for the AFP chief of staff, major
service commanders and unified area commanders.

He explained that the retirement age of 56 deprived the country of the experience and maturity of
ranking military officials.

“it's such a waste, They're younger compared to (military officers in) ‘other countries who
tramain] in the service until they are 60 or 65 vears. ‘old.” the AFP chief of staff pointed out.
He nevertheless expressed confidence that his successor would continue his plans and programs,

including the transformation roadmap. 39
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3 vying for AFP chief

Afio will recommend to Mr. Duterte at least three names of three-star generals, among whorm the
President will choose the next AFP chief of staff.

“"A member of the Philippine Military Academy Class of 1983, Afio’s military service spans 34 years,
hightighted by the arrest of Communist Party of the Philippines chair Benito Tiamson and his wife Wilma
in 2014, and the 2015 killing of New People’s Army leader L.eoncio Pitao, better known as Commander

Parago.

He was also commander of the Intefligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines when fugitive
general Jovito Palparan was arrested in 2014.

‘Very good officer’

“He is & very good officer,” Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said of Afio during a graduation
ceremony of the National Defense College, also on Friday.

“He is very good, very professional. He knows what he is doing. He is very firm, broad-minded and a
profound thinker. He is the example of a general,” said Lorenzana, himself a retired major general.

“It { had my way, | would extend hitn in the military. But the President said he [needed] him {Afio}
for anotherjob,” Lorenzana added.

* hitp://newsinfo.inquirer.net/831156/eduardo-ano-afp-rodrige-duterte-dilg-delfin-lorenzana
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