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“ipederber the 21st'of Septem-

“her,! - the . nilitant- coalition

Mowement Against  Tyranoy

{MAT) says as Filipinos march

across the country on Thursday

to Taark the 45t8 anniversary of

the declaration of martial law by

- helate dictator Ferdinand Mar-

_cos and make known that they

" oppose the increasin Jy airthori+
 tarianruleof President DUterte.

o Mr. Duterte has declared”

- Rursdays National, Day of

Protest to allow the People o

eypress their’ frustration dt'the

- weycpsses and ShoTtCOmINgS of

the government.” e

He has allowed protests to

pe held without permits, but

- ordered police 10 -main_tain- or-

more than 3,800 people since
Mr. Duterte launched His war on
“drugs after taking office'in June
last year,: and unknown - &s-
sailants have kifled -thousands
“Lmore, gparking global: concern.
 overviolation of human rights o
the Philippines and. WarmngsteT
hilippine officials about 2 pos-
" “gible crime against humanity:
At first, Filipinos supported
.. Mr. Duterte’s war on drugs, but -
intecent weeks, teenagershave’
been the victims of police
“Killings, ~caiising“widespread
ublic anger.
‘Farnilies:

£ the campaign’s
o e victimssowillibe among -
philippines issued a statem marchers on Thursday and po-
lice are watching two spots in
‘Manila where the ‘protesters

and Mr. Duterte’s supporters

e Arpoed Forces of the

late on Wednesday saying iE
was “duty-bound t0 protect

the “inherent right of the peo- Worried aibout-troub'leff |

plefo pgas:eful assembly.”

‘gnd Tyranny’

- The “End Tyranny” rally at
Rizal Park called by MAT is
arnong several protests across
the country on Thursday and
the first massive movemert
opposing Mr. Duterte, who. is
unused to dissent after ruling
Davas City as mayof with an

_jron fist for 22 years.
Mr. Duterte has placed Min-
danao under martial law 0
preak a terrorist siege of

aregathering.

In a press briefing on Tues-
day, Director Oscar Albayvalde,
chief of the National Capital Re-
gion Police Office (NCRPO), said
up to 10,000 protesters from
various groups were -expected
to turn up at Rizal Parkin Mani-
la for the “End Tyranny” rally.

Mr., Duterte’s supporters
sait they could muster 10,000
to 15,000 for thelr own activi-
ties in Manila's Plaza Miranda
and Don  Chino  Roces
Bridge—formerly Mendiola

“what we are avolding is a
meeting of the pro and the anti
[groups},” Albayalde said. “Thatis
why we are coordinating closely
with the pro, While we won'thave
problems i1 Plaza Miranda, ‘'we -
ate looking -at Mendiola, where
Kadamay is already in place.” _

Kadamay is a group of urban
poor that has grabbed govern-
ment housing for soldiers and
potice. It is supporting informai:
settiers in resisting eviction from
private propetty in the cities.....

Albayalde admitted that the

R 1.} A AL and he hasrepeat-
o Lrmng et edly threatened to put the €0
L tire cOUNEEY under military ryle = = RE GG
if opposiiion 1o his signatwre -
Program, sgamping out nar- T
cotics, furns violent. .
police have reported killing
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] ESTPROP An activist burns an efﬂgy of. Presrdent L
Duterte during a raily at the foot of Don Chino Roces Bndge in

Manila on Tuesday mght ~GRIG C. MONTEGRANDE

metropolitan -pciice aTe Wor-
ried . -about security,

durmg theprotests, ™

. He said 600 officers would...

' be deployed to Rizal Park and
A0 would secutethia IS ‘Ern
"bassy on Roxas Boulevard. The
NCRPO public safety battalion
will be‘'on standby, he said.
About 100 officers wilt be
deployed to Don Chine Roces
Bridge, with 5o officers to help

Palace guards secure each gate

E of Malacanang, hesaids:

:Plainclothes’police and Spe~'

_ mai ‘Weapons and Tactics offi-
. cers will observe the protesters
'to prevent violence, he'added.
The National Union of Peo-
ple's Lawyers (NUPL), part of
MAT, listed down reasons why
-Filipinbs “should speak out, be
‘at [Rizal Park] and other places
of protest, and continue to op-
pose martial rule.”
- “[0f you don’t, you might
‘one day just wake up {i.e, if you
" are lucky} that: yoar Jol}y deliv-
~ery boy (iff he is not yet
Tokhanged} has failed to geliver
your morning newspaper; there
are no free TV stations, much

.as
Kadamay may . create trouble

Zhe suspension L oFs Wark in

less ‘cable TV, -except those run

‘or approved by the State; radic

oly airs boring and monolo-

gous State-run programs and M
Afake:newsy-all-mass-and-social>* clidine

media . exult -the: bloody - drug

groups gathering at the Mendlo-

la peace arch in Manila. -
' Y.former Ak-.

f Belio has

__-_vowed to oppose the reimposi-.

tion 0f © martial . law: anhd

,slammed M. Duterte for, the
'kxlhngs in hlS waron drugs e

s-holdinga:
almed at countermg' ‘his

groups Bayan Kﬂusang Mag-'
bubukid ng Pilipinas, Kilisang
Maye Uneo, Kadarnay, Kalumbay

+-and various-organizations asso--

- clated with the Catholic Church,

“End’ Tyranny” gathenngs

“will also be held in Naga Clty .

:'andCebuC;ty, R

Wwaryand yourieimail #B; nies:

senger, Viber, Whatsapp, Insta-

3 13,000 protesters in the provinces
of ‘Camarines Norte, Camarines

gram, Telegram and Signal are -

monitored,. screened ..o
blocked,” the NUPL said.

Court workers may join the. -

protests after the Supreme
Court on Wednesday orgered

COUrts atross the country,
A newiy formed coalition
opposed to the Duterte admin-
istration, #TindigPilipinas, will
hold an event at the University
of the Philippines and ‘join a
gathering on the Commission
on Human Rights grounds in
Quezon City that is expected to
be participated in by Vice Presi-
dent Leni Robredo and Chief
Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno.
Another newly formed coali-
tion, Laban ng Masa (Struggle of
the Masses), which is not jdenti-

Sur,Catanduanes;»Masbate, Al-
bay and Sorsogon, according to
Vince Casilihan of Bayan' Bicol
-Thousands of survivors of
: marttal law under, Marcos, St

activists, lawye
rights’ campa ners ancl_clergy

“will join MAT rallies in Iloilo,

‘Capiz and Aklan provinces,.

Protest marches will also be
held in Tacioban City in Leyte
province; -

Local chapters of Dangayan
and the Makabayan bloc will
hold.a rally in Tuguegarao City, .
Cagayan province, and stu-
dents will march across Baguio
City in Benguet. —witH repoRrTS
FROM MARLON RAMOS, JAYMEE T.
GAMIL Jovie YEE, JUAN ESCANDOR

'NESTOR P. BURGOS, JOEY A, GABIETA,

fied with either the Duterte ad-

ministration or the political op-
position, is one of the protest

NESTLE L. SEMILLA, JESSA O. SOTTO,
ALLAN NAWAL, JIGEER JERUSALEM
AND EDWIN FERNANDEZ NG
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ESS DIAZand SHEILA CRISOSTOMO .

~ The House committee ‘on justice

yesterday dismissed the impeach-

-ment complaint against Commission

_.on Elections (Comeled) Chajrman ..
. Andres Bautista for insufficiency in

o b PIDCESS 10X A ye,
T This complaint is dismissed,” Mind-
oro Oriental Rep. Reynaldo Umali, com-
‘nittee chairman, declared after announc-
ing the 26-2 vote,

Bautista welcomed the dismissal of the
case, saying it was proof that the allega-
tions against him were “fabricated and

 Wife says fight not yet over, See Paged

baseless,” :

He also described it as “a sipnificant
step in clearing my name after the mali-
cious accusations hurled against me.”

However, Bautista is still not discount-
ing the possibility of taking a leave of
absence or resigning from the poll body
as he is facing charges before the Office of

Turn to Page 4

845-8555 Local; 5285, 5285 !
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'the Ornbudsman also 'because: -

- of alleged ill-gotten wealth.-
In a press conference at

_the Natiorial Pririting Office.
“in'Quezon City, Bautista said -
‘thege' are options that are “al-/;
‘ways available” forhim. -~
- “Eyerything is being stud-
ied and prayed for. I cannot-

make any categorical answer
for now,” Bautista said.

Umali said the dismissal of
the case against Bautista was
consistent with the decision his
panel made Jast week throwing
out the second impeachment
complaint against Chief Justice
Maria Lourdes Sereno filed by

Volunteers Against Crime and

'the complamt

“We will see if we can ques~

" tion the decision before the’
"-_'Supreme Court,” he said.. -
The case was based largely
~on the allegation of Bautista’s

“wife, Patricia or Trish, that the
~Comelec-chief had amassed
‘miore than P1 billionin illegal as-
sets, which Bautista has denied..

Patricia,-who attended yes-"
terday’s hedring, accepted the"
Umali committee’s decision,

but said there are other ways of

fihding the truth about her ac- '

cusations against her husband.
#Tt is what it is, but we will
continue. The truth can come

“out in many different forms ’
in different venues,” she said. .
_The rule of the House on the

sufflcxem:y of form requires a

complaman{' fo attest before”

T Cerraption (VACC)”

- casesthat are defective inform.
S ”We ruled that that was *;he E

wirthe-chamber’s«secretary-gen-
Hegaid his committee agreed -

when'it threw out fhe

:
.complaint filed by Rep. Gary .-
“Alejano of Magdalo agamst__.__iments ” The attestation’ is]

President Duterte that it would gally*knom as verification:

no longer be liberal in treating: - o
' Paras arid his co-complainant, ...

lawyer Ferdinand Topacio,

“his-p
or based .on authentic docu-

;legatzons agamst an 1mpeach~ _

able officer,” Umali stressed. -

. Formet Negros Oriental’

S-representaﬁve Jacinto Paras,

‘one of the complainants in the
‘case against Bautista, said he

‘was saddened by his former
‘colleagues’ decision to dismiss

lwe wotild be very strict on the

~matter of verification of the al- .
“records pertinent thereto.”.

. Topacio.did not show up- at i
; yesterday s hearing: . w
Thetwo compiamants sub—
“sequently tried to correct their.
- error-and comply with the .

that his allegations are
spersonal-knowledge

- The verification signed by

states that their allegatmns

dge- ‘and beliefon'the bas1s of

rule on form by submitting a
complaint verification.

our reading and appreciation.
of the documents and” other'f

Rep Hazry R@que of Kabay- -
ain, one of three House members
whoendorsed the impeachment

- complaint against Bautista,
".asked ‘the justice ‘committee {0
. accepf: the corrected document.-

- Rogue and another endorse,:

Rep..Gwen . Garcia of Cebu,.
* argued that the House impeach--

ment rules allow a defective

“verification to be:corrected.

- “1f we do not accept the-
substitute document and dis-

miss the complaint, we will

never find out the truth about

the allegations that involve the

integrity of chairman Bautista,”

Roque said.

However, theé Umali com~
mittee voted 27-2 to reject the
corrected verification, Only
Roque and Garcia voted to

“accept it-and.to.declare the.
complaint sufficientinform. ©..
i Ma]ority Leader Rodolf :

secretary gene: ;
4]t was also. ﬂnproperly -
ﬁled because it wasaddressed
to the I—Iouse of Represent&

eio- Clearly lacked personal-':
“~knowledge of their accusations

‘against Bautista.

LAt least four paragraphs'
in their’ compiamt quoted
mnews reports in The Philip~

pine STAR writtén by ]anwc
Mateo,” he added.” -
Opposition Rep. Edcel Lag-
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- man,-one.of those who sup-

Upbried the distiissal of the case ™

 against Bautista, said there is
norule allowing a complainant

.to amend his venﬁcaﬁon and

his complaint.

He said the attémpt of Pa— -

xas and Topacio to presen% an

~amended wverification “clearly-
_shows that the’ orlgmal Was:_-

-defective.”,

Agusan del Norte Rep '
: Lawrence Fortun said verifi-

cation is an important part of
~.an impeachment case.

. "Tts absence or defect kills
the complaint. It's like an un-
signed pieading,” he said.

With the dismissal of the
Bautista case .and the VACC
petition against Sereno, there

" is only oné complaint pend-

-

- - lnsuﬂacaent

_-__conference “that |

“primarily because of his legal

: _had sent him.

T would: not say that 1 was”

: very confident that the case

will be dismissed. ButThad the:

_feeling, when 1 was reading the

‘complaint, that itwas Iack:mg, ;

“headded.
The poll ch1ef ciaxmed that

ing with the committee on

justice~the one filed by lawyer
+Lorenizo-Gadon-against-the
_ C]:uef ]usbce_, Whld’l the Urnah_

C '_melec commxssmners

- expertise and the s1gnthat God:

‘though impeachment pro-

.habﬂmes and net worth

ceedings could be'polifical, he ™"
also studied “existing laws,
" precedents and jurisprudence .. -
of the Supreme Court on im- ants who ‘will file an impeach-
peachment cases.” _

Bautista likewise 100keci :

‘into the recenit decisions of the

were both dismissed.

-« Aside from this, Bautlsta'
" said he vontemplated and
prayed over calls for him to:

leave the Comelec and the
answer he got was to stay put.

] have read before that God .
answers our prayers in three .
‘ways — yes, not yet or I have
better plans for you, When there .
were calls for my resignation or
to go on leave, it seéins that the ™
sanswer:-got-wasnumbertwo,«:
notyet” headded.. ' -

- Lesson
A Iawmaker satd complam»

““ment case before ‘the Hotise-of
“ Representatives should learn
“their-1ésson from the cham-
~‘House justice comrmittee orvthe ber’s dismissal of the complaing
jmpeac}unent complaints filed ... agamst Bautstadustoits efec:-
. against President Duterte and

“Chief Justice Sereno, whlch"-!-' e
- peachment complaints seri-

tive verification process.
‘The: House takes allim-

ously. As should everyone. It

“is ‘an extraordmary remedy
‘under the Jaw,” Paraflaque

Rep. Gus Tambunting said.

“It should be a lesson and a
clarion call to those who would
avail of the remedy. Do your

‘research. And make sure the

complaintis grounded on solid
facts and legal basis;” the chair-

“matiof the House.committee on

games.and.amusement.added..
' But uhay party-H

mongtho ‘
utista to quit were the six

‘..-...announced at the ‘House, two...

" Bautista noted in a press .
‘he did.not:

commzssmners sent him a text

4
__andther battle asthe ombuds-
- man’s Field Investigation Of-

fice (FIO) recently started its

fact-finding or evidence gath-

ering on the accusations hurled
against him by Patricia.

‘The investigation will cover
Bautista’s alleged misdeclara-
fion in his statement of assets,

G

:dlspleasure about the voting
" furnout in the ]ustzce commit-

tee'of Umali, o0
- “in‘the plenary T wzli be: ac-
tive. T will make them realize
that the (Corneiec) chairman
has to go,” he told newsmen,
cmng electoralifraud:
“House Minority
Danilo Suarez held off com-
ment, however, until after the
Bautistz complaint reaches the
plenary, but hlghhl%hted poll
cheating as well, where many
opposmon candidates got zero
votes In numercus polling
precinicts in the May 2016 poils.
'~ With Delon Porcalla

ea El‘i
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Meanwkule, the pohce
‘in'Sorsogon is on full alert
following recent attacks by

PRERE B

BAYOMBONG Nueva
szcaya ~ Nine New Peopie 5
Army (NPA) rebels were

in the gunﬁ;g}:}t Col Isagam
Natd, Northern Luzon Com-
mand spokesman, said.

killed in an encounter with Nato said nine rifles and 'c:ommumst insurgents.
government troops in Bur- eight backpacks containing - +On Monday, NPA guer- ...
subversive documents were 'nllas attacked the 3rd Ma-

20s, Ca'ranglan, Nueva Ecija

yesterday. - neuver Company of the

recovered from the rebels.

Four of the fatahhes were Soldiers of the 84th Infan- - -5th Regional Public Safety
identifiedas a'certain Gian, . try Battalion were respond- Battahon in Barangay San -

y,‘Gubat and burned
motoreyelés. On: Tuesday,.
rebels ashed w1th soldlers

ing to the reported presence
~-Of armed-men-in.Sitio Barag-.
when the clash occurred.

Bunso, Asok and Ioel Manan—
-gan,.alias Razul.. et

Arm}f vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

iy 'of the 315’: Infan‘cry Baf!tahen '
" '3.j _*iﬁ’Batf)h"{disérﬁé{’ Sorsogﬁﬁ Fnt
City. -

order situation wi

. military as well'as provincial

a:nd other local government: -
F s alme Laude, VIC‘ S

Preadenhal Adviser on the
Peace Process Jesus Dureza

- visited Sorsogon on Tuesday

and discussed the &ease and

police,
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in an encounter at Caranglan town, Nueva
Eczja on Wednesday morning. '

Caranglan town pohce zdenti- '
§ ﬁed the wounded soldier only as
‘Corporal Buenavista of the 84t
. Infantry Battalion ( 841B) under .. »

“the 71st Infantry Dmsmn (71113) ’
- iofthe Ph:hppme Amys

an AK47, M14,; two MGSS ﬁve

© M16 tifles and an M203 grenade
launcher. Eight backpacks with -
‘~documents pertaining to-NPA
operations were recovereci along
- withthe slain rebels...... -

-were identified as Joel Manan-
gan alias Ka Razul, while thres
were. on[y xdemzﬁed as:Glangds

The 'fa{alitiés on t.he'rebel élde

- e Caranglan military camp.
. _T Teast - nine’ ‘communist New Peo-'
- ple’s: Army (NPA) rebels were killed

. while an Army soldier was wounded -

_Their bodzes Were brough' ' o the

' Police said the ﬁreﬁght Whlch.

" started at 7 a.m. on Weclnesday,
~happened in the remote sub-

village of Barat in Barangay Burgos
and lasted for about three hours.
Forty-three soidiers from the

8418 2nd 711D of the Military

Intelligence Company carted out

‘the intelligence-driven combat
. Operations against more. than 30
~ communistrebelsunde Manangan

"Asok.” _The five .

.- Meanwhile, NPA rebels killed

_aCitizens Armed Forces Geograph-"
- ical Unit (Cafgu) member in Ara--
“kan, North Cotabato on Tuesday, ™
three- days after the fatal ambush-

Cheohcbelated mteihgence repo.rt.'
said the NPA rebels could have

been part of the dispersed group
which recently staged an attack
against government i{roops in
the upland town of Kasibu in the
nearby province of Nueva Vizcaya
. on September 1.

At least four Army soldiers died

during the attack.

-Mataiam town

Senior Supt }onathan Tan-
gonan, North Cetabato police
director, identified the victim as
Jeffrey Bitonio. He was riding
2 motorcycle on his way home
from their detachment in Baran-
gay Anapolon when NPA gueril-
las, posittoned on one side of
the road, opened fire with assault

i Authorities said 4 least: nine

rlﬁes k11§mg him instantly.

The; ginmen immediately ﬂed
tothe hinteriands northwesi of
the v1llage

-On Saturday, Private 1st Class

ambushed and killed by the

' commurist group in nearby

Matalam town. The Army man
was also riding a motorcycle en
route to Matalam town proper
from their detachment when at-
tacked by the rebels armed with
assault rifles.
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Cotabato safe from ter
. e e riv'e;’s whlle .ﬁv.e .boai.docks. aﬁ-e' are guasan Marsh with tributa

COTABRTO CT¥: This city s safe from

infiltration by'zenor_ists_w_iﬁn local ) e
' . Gitylnformiation Offcer Haliia
Satol-thrahim on Wednesday said..

d waterways, military  Mayor Cynthia Guiani-Sayadi -

-executives and barangay (village)
' Osely guarding the

chaime
_perimeters and
officials heresaid. = 0.
Major Gerni. Arnel de 1a Vega,
commanding general of the 6th

Infantry Division, said they have .

secured all possible ENtry points
to prevent lawless elements and
Islamic militants from using these

now beingsetup, ... ...

signed an executive order Jast

“September 11 providing for strict

Security measures around the city
especially along the rivers,
Most of the 37 villages in Co-

tabato City are traversed by rivers.

that spring from the 220,000 hect-

ate nguasan Marsh with tibutar fts un
: “ der the Joint Task Force Kutavato
(ITFK), which was Jaunched last

 Aside from building the bogt

"'\!Sayadi also ordered the tagging of
boats cruisirig through the villages -

" with numbers and identification
_marks,

- Satol-Ibrahim said operafion of
the docks are closely monitored by

docks in:the tiverside atess of
Bucana; Matampay; Tamontadka,
s Kalanganan and Timako, Quian;. .

‘M September 2017 l’ gbg ma}{{{a @:ﬁ}igg ; Page: _&L

the city police and Army units i

‘April ‘comprised of “Army and

~policeunits and law enforcement’

outfits; - e
- Troopers of the Army’s 5th Spe-
cial Forces Battalion are patrolling

the rivers here periodically, using

Australian-made airbeats
with machine guns,
JULMUNIR I JANNARAL
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Perience more-firefights as we

WiARLAWI CiTY—Under zov-
er ¢f unrelenting howitzer and

mortar bombardments, sol-

diers braved heavy rains here
on Wednesdayv to inch forward
ir.zresc onill under the coneg)
of the remaining Maute ter-
rorists and their ailies.

The military said less than
20 hectares of the city, with
abous zoc buildings, were ver
Lo be Cleared as of Wednesday.

Brig. Gen. Rolando Bautista,
the Task Force Marawi com-
rander, had said ina staterment
In Augusi that the remaining
batte aree had beer reducec to
about 506 square meters. The

“military fater said the correc
ngure was 25 hectares.

~Asked 10 make 2 more de-
tailed description of the re-
“naining battle ares, Colb
¢ Brawner. the joint Task
Force Marawi depury comman-
der. said a iﬂas' 200 structures
hiagd not been cleared by troops.
"we have expected to ex-
oV to regain more ground,”
Brawner said.
Since the fighting broke out
i the Muslim-maiormy it or
Mayv 23 151 soldiers and police-
meyi, as well as 47 civilians have
been kilied. The number in-
cluaes governmen: troops Kilieo
i "friendiy fire” incidents.

CoMmTiand cener.

The Malie group. the Abu
Sevvaf factior. of Isniior: Hapi-
tori and their allier have lost
68c fighters, according to the
military.

T g

Dv--u.vv\ - e
TEWILED el la

Tt

said the

woult press its artack roc dis-

lodge the lIslamic Sare-in-
spired gunmen from the dny.

"We are ready for that jas-

sault]. The AFF will press on

‘relentlesshy untl fthie battie’s)

conclusion,” he said.
However Brawner saic the
presence of the hostages held
by the Maute, numbering be-
tween 40 and 45 had slowed
the Iroops’ advance, .
On Saturday, soldiers cap-

tured two rerrorist stronghoids.

and rescusd Marawi parish
priest. Fr. Teresito Soganub.
and another hostage during &
maejor offensive.

Brawner said the terrorists
hac usec the Bato Al Mosgue
and the jamiate Marawi Al-ls-
lamia Foundation as thejr

The Armed Forces chie
of staff, Gen. Eduar du Afo,
said the retaking of the rwo
STruCTures was “an enor-
mous gain” but it was not
€asy as soldiers had to fight
the gunmen for about five
DOUrs —RICHEL UMEL AND JEOE-
FREY MAITEW [NQ
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By tellz B. Sztaverria
(@LeijasINg

The end s near for the confliz
in Marawl but Gor’t expec ¢
celebration from the govern-
ment when the smoke ciears,

President Durerie said on
Wednesday thar evervbody nas
lost in the fighting berween
governmeni forces ang isiamic
Stare-allied extremisis. which
had nearlv leveled the once
pustling Islamic city,

7
!

The fighting in Maraw! has
veer rtaging for nearlv four
months,

“i think the fight in Marawi
1s slmost over. But it will be al-
mosT & guiet thing. Idonot want
zny celebration or vicrorv. All of
us jost i Marawi Every Moro
thar died. or every soldier that
died, breaks our heart. They're
all Filipnos,” Mr. Duterte said
w.oal interview on PTV 4, the
governmen: television station. .

“Out or respect for those who

died and for our fellow Filipinos.
nobody wili talk abour victon or
defeat,” he added later.

He does not want to hear
shours of "mabuhav” wher the
fighting stops, ke said.

“Let us just prayv to God.
maybe thank the Lord thar it is
over. ] hope 4llah remembers
the people of Marawi,” he said.

The President sz1d he woula
rather focus on raising the

funds needed to rebuild the city.
he added.

HARAWI FIGHTIRG ALMOST GVER, SAYS DUTERTE

According to him, the con-
flict in Marawi was "z Hghr thar
we never wanied to happen.”

He also defended his deci-
sion to put the whole of Min-
danac under martial law when
the violence erupted in Marawl.

"Bur because the Constitution
mandates that [ have to do some-
tning about it, that's why I de-
clared martial law. Ana | grieve,
because ] was the une who told
the seldiers, 'Go there. to die. So
that is v burden,” ke said. INQ -
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) 'atrocmes that the people remermn-

o
hrer 21

By Leila B, Salaverria =
@LeilasINQ

President Dutérte acknowledged
the Filipinos’ fear of a return of
the numerous human rights vio-
. lations ‘and massive corruption
that marked the martial law era
- under the late dictator Perdi-
nand Marcos in decianng Sept'

mseegrlty, -efficiency and - .ac--

: %He ‘calledon local: “govern

Mr.: Duterte ‘said he was
declaring a day of protést “in
solidarity with the people’s call”
against all exeesses and short-
comings of the government,
and with the people’s desire o
uphold the highest standards of

coimtabmty in government

mgnts t0.dispense with the per-

il

.21 National Day of Protest..
In his Prociamation 31

319 dated
‘Mr:; Duterte lis

“ber about Marcos’ martial rule.

“*The'martial law-era:that be- -

gan with ‘the promulgation of

""" has imprinted itself in the collec-
tive memory -of the people as a

‘ mpi;t requirements for publicas- -

%Healso’ directed the police;
. ami other law enforcement au-
tt@r;ues to observe maxzmum
reﬁtramt INQ- . :

e attendedbythecommmsmni-_ e T
Cafgroks human. Tights vxolatzons :

arbitrary state interventions,
rampant corruption and disre-
gard of fundamental civil liber-
ties,” he said in his proclamation.

“This administration recog-
nizes the fear and indignation of
the people against a repetition
and perpetuation of such humarn
rights violations and all other
failings of the government,” he
added.
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Forty—five years after the declaration of
martial law by the late dictator Ferdinand

i Marcos, the Armed Forces of the Philip-
* pines (AFP) has assured Filipinos of its
.. commitment to uphold democracy: . .-
N Ut rermember that the ‘martial
law of today isnot the same asthe martial:;

) _Iaw-of yes’cerday, APP spokespers

a--sa:éz.

vmdzchveness to rule will not be produc—
" he added: "

: ,parts of the: t:@untry'today, the ATP

said it respects the right of the peopleto
- peaceful assembly that is enshrined in the

Constltutaon

Is

_“On'the eve of the anniversary of the
declaration'of shartial law of 1972, the AFP.
‘passes on its assurance to the people that -
.. we abide fully by all the principles of our
. demiocratic way:of life and that allowing ...

and respect those Who B
_participate,” Padilla said.

«of the people’s right to

= Maiacanang dzd : :
‘a holiday but has cancelle ‘classes in all
public schools and work ini governmerit

S MHisa nght thaf: weare duty Jboundto -

protect as part of our mandated duty. This
ig part and parcel of our democratm way
'of life,” Padilla-added;

But the AFP remznded pro’resters that

'_.-ﬂne right to peaceful assembly must be
-+ availed of responsibly and must not un-

duly ‘disturb-the right of: others io-carry .

on their lawful, busme
"We then adm
chrexercise :
notunduly impede traffic, ensure they do
not destroy publicand’ przvate property
donot. wish. to

..President Duterte has declared Sept. 21
asa National Day of Protestin recognition
ful bl

offzces under the execuﬁve branch
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‘Return of mandatory

voluriteerism, patriotism and
. dedication that reservists have.
+-“The participation of some
‘members to-the rear of the

. Baluting the spirit of vol-
uriteerism among young Fili-
pinos, Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) chief of
staff Gen. Eduardo Afic has
expressed optimism over the
return.of the mandatory Re-
served Officers Training Corps
(ROTC} program for Grades 11
and 12 students.

.. Reservists play a vital role ..

in the military as a reserve

force whose members. are. .

- motivated by their desire to -
hefr.country; according .

Berye.

“The ROTC is one of the

major sources of the AFP's Re-

serve Force,” Atio said during
the awarding of outstanding
reservists and reserve units in
the country in celebration of
National Reservists Week at
the AFP grandstand at Camp
Aguinaldo overthe weekened,

“The approval of President
Duterte of the restoration
of the ROTC for Grades 11

and 12 in public and private
schools nationwide is very

Marawi battleground is wor-
thy of emulation,” he said, re-
ferring to some reservists who
are helping regular military
officers and men in the fight

- against the Maute group.

i Barlier this year, Duterte ap-

proved the revival of the ROTC

TC good for AFP

and 1,520,704 ROTC cadets. 5
During the awarding cer-
emony attended by Defense .
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
and AFP Vice Chief of Staff
Lt. Gen. Salvador Mison Ir on
Saturday, the military handed
awards to Reserve Navy Com-
mander Alexander Abilo, the
AFP Reservist of the Year for
Field Grade Level; Reserve Air.

Force Lieutenant. Albert-Gor—-..

muchinvigorating asthis will
help proliferate and build up

program among Grades 11 and
12 and asked Congresstopass...

the AEP’s' Reserve Force” Ke -

added. o _
Afio said the AFP recogniz-

s and commends the spirit of

|6

A TAw ot

At present, the AFP has

.abt')ut 385,116 Army, Air Force,
‘Navy,-and Marine reservists

' res, AFP Reservist of the Year
ompany. Gra

Nuevo, AFP Enlisted Reservist
of the Year, o
- = Michael Punongbayan
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and Reserve Navy PO3 Jocelyn.
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%"spmed MauteGroup 1sdo¥m toabo
hectaresintheMain Battle
‘area inside Marawi City.

- “The areathat still has to be cleared
is about 15°to 18- hectares bit the. area-."i::

T sk Py,

= R

‘where they are ‘confined, where they - 7

are moving,is around 10 hectares,”Col,

Edgard Arevalo, AFP Public Affairs OF

_ﬁee chief; sazd

Arévalo said ‘more than 300 build—'_"-'

“huildings,” Lorenzana saidi

“Based-on-erders hy the, Presxdent .

_'he said.

: have ched in- the conﬂmt

. Ma]acanangvemfgan_ ':

“(Rodrig Diiterte),; we will do Gurelear- -

(ung Since ﬁﬁhtmg in Maran Czty began § '.
o May 23, more thar 800 government
troops, Maite fighters, 3nd cm_h_ans .

... The group, whose leaders and -
members are yet to be xdent:ﬁed af:
tribiited their emergence to'their rela
' tionship with the civilians who died in
“the war but whose' bodms areyets to be :
retneved -

' government is venf‘wng ‘reports abo
- the emergence of the Meranaw Vietims
" Moveraent (MVM), a new armed group
. in Mindanao..
The group posted a 14-minute video

- pnline on Monday night to demand the
* Maute Group to leave Marawi City and

free all their hostages, regardless ofre-
" ligion. The MVM s reported to be com-

posed of armed Maranaos displaced by

the war in Marawi City.

Presidential spokesman Ernesto
Abella said the government does not
condone the formation of armed groups.
“The government, through the military,
is still verifying the veracity of the video
posted online on the existence of a new
armed group calied Meranaw Victims

it Meranaw whose dxgmty was tramp

upon. because of this crisis,” MVM said ]
in its Facebook post. ... -

The MVM also said that it does not
conform with the tise of Marawi Cxty as.
sanctuary for the Maute Group..

The group also demanded that ttie
government allow civilians to returt: to
their houses in areas of the besieged |
city which have already been cleared
by the military.

It also demanded an end to the air-
strikes and the alleged abuses of some
soldiers and policemen at checkpoinis.
It urged the authorities to accord re--
spect to civilians, especially women:
(With a report from Argyll Cyrus B.
Geducos) o

[+
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"Maute Group exiricated Fr.-
Teresito *Chit«y” Suganob and -

bis way out from the terrorigts.
Arevale maintained. that...'

Suganob was rescited descrtbing s
“the ‘apetation that Jod toitasan -
“intricaie mtelhgence com,bat__,:

Emal: add: cacpe.atmy20i2@amail.com -

Teinc. [02; 545-853F | ppa':
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- he reached the place where he was
-to be fetched by already pre-
de‘term:ned soldiers is aiready a
raanifestation that it ‘is ' grand

“Another hostage from the hands of ..

operatmn o

_-mteﬂigence properly planned and weH_. S

Father Ghiito himself that's why we -

_Col. Bdgard Arevalo, public; .
. “affairs-chief of the Armed Forees : respect ¥ if that' was: the
of the P}ulzppmes (AFP) issued thijs i perception he has.” said Arevalo,
‘statement, - following . the - . “What'we are-ghying is the fact
prm:ouncement from Bishop Ed*mn

that he went out guided by one of -

. dela Pena that Suganob -escaped . the assets of the intelligence service, |

were

Dansglan. College,
- extrlcated from the hands of the

" terrorists during last Saturday’s

- firefight-at Bato Mosque Yetween
~goverfiiment troops-and’ th'e group
of Oniar Mante.

s produtt stian intricate

intelligenee -combat operation...
hoth of them did not know it was
an intricate intelligence combat
. scue operation..we got both of
them alive..to us that is what
raatters the most,” said Arevalo. .

Pressed on the infelligence

asset responsible on the rescus,..

Arevalp admitted it was an
“insider” from the Maute group.
"It was an insider, okay. That's
what we can say,” said Arevalo. He
said the “insider” continued to

Gperations in Marawt City,
© “We do not want to delve any
further on the issue whether he
was rescued or he was able fo
escape,” he added.
As of Taesday, the military said
that there were about 5 more

-hostages being held by the group

of Omar Maute and Isnilon
Hapilon, the designated emir or

* leader of the ISIS in Southeast Asia.

Arevalo said that the military is
currently validating the existence of

4seist the militiry it the origoing’” “the so'za. v
Movement and rf it does, Who aze

the personalities behind it.

He expressed hopes that those
behind il are not out to d:srup‘ﬁ
government efforts in Marawi City,
particularly the massWé“"’
rehabilitation and repair works#32

“With regard to that particusr’¥
group, we are also’ doing our own

verification and validation becaise?d

we would like first to determingifs

that grouy indeed exists...and whp*’
are behind &,” said Arevalo., "%

e
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of operation to rescue him

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Armed Forces yesterday
maintained Fr. Chito Soganub
and 2 teacher Wwere rescued by
: government soldiers from the
Maute Group in Marawi Ciry last
Saturday, disputing a biskop’s pro-
nouncement that the two escaped.
AFP public affairs chief Col.
Bdgard Arevalo szid the rescue
of Soganub and teacher Lordbin
Acopio was the product of an
“intricate intellipence combat

MILITARY

Acopio) is determined, the area
where he was brought was also de-
termined by us... That is 2 product
-of an intricate inteliigence combit
rescue operation,” said Arevalo,

Arevilosaid the military did ot

divalge the details during the pre-
sentation of Soganub to media last
Monday because it did not want to
“burn” or compromise their intel-
ligence asset,
“But since the issue on whether he
escaped or was rescued surfaced, we

. bave to exphain this”” he said. - =~

- He said Soganub -and Acopio
were not aware of the rescue
operation.

Marawi Bishop Edwin dela Pefia
carlier said he had been told by
Soganub that he and Acopio es-
caped and were not rescued by the
military, He said Soganub related
the facts past midnight of Septem-
ber 17, shortly after he escaped,

“We understand that. We respect
the good Fr. Chito if he feels that
he was not rescued because he
didn’t know it... We understand if
the bmpression of the father is he
was able to escape,” he said.

“Bur at the end of the day, what
is important is that Fr. Chito and
Mr. Acopio ate alive, recovering,
and are currently with their fami-
lies,” Arevalo added.

Soganub had been held hostage
together with a number of Marawi

operation.”

Arevalo said a militazy asset se-
cured Soganab and Acopio duzing
a firefight that led to the recovery
of the Bato Mosque which the
militaty said served es command
and control center of the Maute
Group. During the gun battle, the
assez guided the two captives to
soldiers who were positioned at a
pre-determined area.

“the one who took him (and

" Sec MILITARY > Page B2

residents since the Maute attacked
the city on May 23, The conflict
has resulted in the death of aearly
1,000 Maute members, soldiers,
policemen, and civilians, _
Arevalo stressed the military is
not setting a deadline as to when

Marawi will 'be freed of Maute’

men. President Duterte on Thes-
day night said the conflict could
end this month.

Arevalo also szid the Armed
Forces is verifying the reported
emetgence of agroup calling itself
the Meranaw Victims Movement,
which i§ supposedly composed of -

-relfatives of civilians who died in

the conflict. The group is demand-
ing that residents be aliowed to
refurn to areas in Marawi that have
been cleared by the military, and a
halt to aerial bombings.

“We are going to validate wheth-
er this group indeed exists and who
are the people behind this group,
its composition,” he said.

Later yesterday, AFP chief Gen,
Eduardo Afio said, “There is no
such group existing. Aayone can
write and publish anything but we
will not allow formation of any
armed group.”

“We will enforce the law no
matter what it takes. In the frst
place, their long list of dernands
are within the agenda/progzams of
TF (Task Force) Bangon Marawi in
rehabilitating and reconstructing
Marawi,” added Afio.
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THEMaraWI cnsm wxllhke N the Eeaders arc » Duterte : -ali Iost in Maram Evel’y. o
Iy end this month as govem- _told state-run PTV4 .- Moro_or every soldier
" ment woops are. concluding *Duterte ‘gaid thal whs%e':.:: who died breaks our haatt.
their.operations in the: war__._he thinks - the" fight “in - Theyre all: Flhpmos,” -
: '.tOHl C!t}', PfﬁSldﬁI]I Rodﬂgo,j ::__Marawj 5 ameSt GVBI'”_ ;
Duterte: Sald Tuesday '. there “r(}n’t be Any V!CtOI'y : '“SO when i - ..
B {7 Iooks Tike we'rs Just_ - celebration. - B don t want anyhody shout—' :
‘mopping up, and they’re - “T do not want any el _ mg, Mab uhay' Mabuhay"
just trying to find out where - ebration of victory. We - o Next page :
Let us just pray to God, .
naybe thank “the Lord “that-
| it'g-over. We hope Allah
- will remember the~peoplen %,
- Marawi” he added.
The.: President . said the”
" government will” ¥en d
. xebuilding the Wartorn eity, o
As of Sep.
..... =
- died i jn'the fightmg that be—
gan May23 e .
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By Ted Tuuera SR

Its aII cheap talk.

- This ‘was the Commumst Paz'ty
| of the Philippinés’ (CPP) response -+
| ‘yesterday to President Duterte’s
)| openness to resume the peace talis |
with its Helland-based negotiating .

arm;the I\atmnal Democratic ant

Ina statemént, the CPP gaid
Duierte’s offer to continue the
gtalled negotiations is meraly
meart to recover the revolutionary
movement’s trust as its alliance
with him is dying.

- “Clearly, Duterte is resurrectmg

| talksof peace negotiations as part

of his damage control measures in
“thefacgeol theineredsing isalation

of hiz regime,” the CPP said,

1% 4 The Commiinist Party reiter: dted

“that it welcomes the possibility of

' .talkmg with Duterte anew as long

| as‘hedsserious in addressing the

roots ‘of the nearly 50-year-old

| armed struggle.. , .
But the Reds remmded the
1 Duterte not to engage them by
i ﬂaggmg hxs awn deniands:
SUTEisiobhe apalicyriof phes

revolutmnary forees to remain open
to peace negotiations with any
ruling regime that expresses
willingniess to seriously discuss the
roots of the armed confiiet in
accordance with previcusly agreed

| principles and procedures as

stipulated in The Hague
Declaration,” the CPP said.

“The peace negotiations can
resume if Duterte will drop his
enrlier precondition of a bilateral

]

on resumpt @n of peace EaEks_‘-

7 higgest factor which terminated the
v talks: The ball 4s sm}l in Daferte 8%

- Geasefire which becams the’ smgle-":

hands,” it sdded. T
Although cpen to mlks the OPP
“gaid it does not expett anythmg-%:fa
sibstantial Ihiterfe's face saving: ;
bid especially on the issue df. '
“human rights, SR A
“While open to resuming peaae"
talks with the Duterte rogime,
revolutionary forces are no longer
hopeful that anything substantiye
wili come out of it in‘the facé.of
Duterte,” it said, . e
. “What will come: out ef
negotiations on political a;nd
constitutional reforms considering
Duterte’s all-out subservience fo
e TS milbary HHa 8 GomiaE
'msurgene doctrine .and aerial

P
and ofher parts of the courttry"
“Duterte's triple war viclsfes
the human rights agreement with
“impunity. He could not even falfill
“his vow to release political
prisonerd now numbering more thdn
40{] ” . .
Duterte, ovsrihe waeken& su,id:: :
gt open terislking -peace
with the communists:

“Now, if vou want to résisme the
talks, I am not averse to the idea,
but et me sort out first the other
branches of government,” Duterte
said ‘on Saturday, .

“There are things which I
cannot concede alone becange I am
nef the only one in conirol of this
government. | share power with
Congress and the Supreme Court,”
he added.
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" from the truth. I did not receive é\fen
: . - a single ﬂlck They ‘treated me We

- . DAVAQ CITY - The New People’s he gaid.

Army (NPA) on Weilnesddy released a -~ ‘Catalan also appealed to Iocal gGV~

"~ video of a police officer the rebel gronp - - ernment officials to help ensurehis im-

) captured in K1dapawan C ty a month " mediate release. He also called on. the

' o rmhtary and the pohca to st‘.op xmhtary

.=:-f-_;;-hls:_.paptors ' assured his fam-.

" ily that he was safe in the hands of hlS' 'thI]S Comman of

" captors. . e theNPAmSouthemI»ﬁndanao said
o Sukad wa man pud ko kakxta og : -relentless operations of government

‘ NFA ‘Gani ang... maong nakahunwf " forces have contmued 1o hamp &+
hima gyud ko nga ilaha gyud kohg pa- * release of Catalan. SRR
sakitan, Pero ang nakita ko didto, wala - “Negotiations \mth.regards 16 his
man-digy, layo diay sa tinuod. Ultimo: ;’;possnble release are being sabotaged
. -pitik walamarikokatilaweh:Giatiman. y these operations inithe

~kanilamaayo, nagsak[t akongrayuma;: .\Duterteis-'f E r;lstfr__na_.r(zal
gitambalan ko. (Ever since T have not . said." RS ' ”
seena Red fighter... That's why (when Last week, the NPAs released ase- !
~ I'was caught) 1 thought they would il- - nior police officerit held as a“prisoner” : = iy i
treat me. But what I found out, it’s far  of war” for more than three months. T

9]

- AT
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: cacpa.army201 2@amail.com - Tel no. (62 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving tne people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, & world-class Army tha! is & source of national pride

|

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmall.com - Tel no. {82) B45-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

9\\ September 2017

BYELuAw FELICE E. Rosaris
: ¥ @alyasiah

® . Ness 1o retumn to the negotiating
table, folfcw;'ng President Duterte’s
remark he is “riot averse” g the.idea of

HE Communist Party of the Philip-
pines (CPP) has expressed readi-

resurning the stalled peace talks.with....

. Inastate
~elosingits doors 1o the Dute nis-
trationin spite of its withdrawa) fromthe
beace talks in May. “As the partyandtha
NDF [Nationai Democratic Front] ‘have
oftan stated, it is the poficy of the revo-

- lutionary forces to remain open to peace

hegotiations with any ruling regime that

-expre_s_ses_wi”_ingn_es_stc seriouslydiscyss...

‘theveots of the arme
OaREE With Dreviously agreed principles
and procedures as stipulated in The
Hague‘Decfaration,"the statement read,

“Thus, the peace hegotiations can
resume if [President] Duterte will drop
his earlier precondition of & bitateral
cease-fire, which became the single big-
gest factor which terminated the talks,
The ball is still jn Buterte’s hands; the
statement added,

lictdn:accor-..

2

IHTOF  rage B2

The statement came in light of the
President’s remark {ast Saturday that he

s not averse to'the idea of talking again

with the communists. He said hejusthas

- toconisultwithhis Legislative and) dicial
© counterpartsbefore sending the govern-

ment panel back tothe negotiating table.
“Now, if you want to resime the'talks,

- 1'am not averse to the idea, but Jet me

sort.out first the other branches of the

- government,” Duterte said,

Insplte of the renewed optimism on
the prospect of peace, the CPP branded
the President's statement to resume

_the peace talks as "part of his damage-

control measures” while the adminis-

-tration sails in arguably the toughest
“ period of its regime. “Duterte ¢ widely
-..blamed for terminating,the NDFR-GRR..-
. negotlations begause of his.stubborn
Insistencetotoe thenited States's g v oo

ng peace talks as-an instrument
for the pacification and capitulation of
. the revolutionary forces :: il
- However, the (PP made clear it is
no longarhopeful” the peace talks will

“achieve any substantive reform. “While

open to.resuming peace talks with the

‘Duterteregime revolutionaryforcesare .. .
g denger,

opeful that -anything sub-
stantive wili come out of it in the face of
Duterte’s subservience to the inferests
of US imperialism and other big foreign
capitalist countries”

{
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i‘ The Manila Times !

.;EAMBOANGA ¢iry: Pohce k:lled anl'
.g! legedly notorious suspect with -

_ astring of murder and frustrated-

_‘murder casestohis name during

‘a clash in Naga town of Zambo-

“anga Sibugay on Tuesday:

= Chief Insp: Helen Galvez,
regional police spokesman, said -

Maoner Tikiri Timbol, 44, a mem+

ber of Abdusalan band ‘of the &
_Iegwnal police .commander,

Abu Sayyaf Group :(ASG) had

B'aran'gay' .Méma'gon -.b'e.t.w'eén

‘elements of the Zamboanga
“Sibugay Provincial Public Safety
Company and at least seven

armed men after civilians tipped

~off pohce o the presence of gun-
men inthe area.

- Timbol was also Wan‘eed for

“murder cases in the province.”

Chief Supt. Billy Beltran,

'fbeen ‘blamed for a spate of ran-”

isald poi:ce forces were hummg

_somkidnappings and banditryin.. -
' ‘the Zamboanga Peninsula. . .

The fighting broke out in-

L

- ALJACINTO

" who escaped during the running
‘gunbattle;
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New armw gmup an Marawg?

Malacanang has ordered consultahon with various .
the military to verify the re- - - stakeholders,” Abellasaid..
ported emergence ofanew - Inalé-minute video

armed group in Marawi. posted online, the group
The so-called Meranaw - ~claimed it is composed
Victims Movement isre-~ - . 'of armed evacifees from “‘

. portediy:calling on Mauite .- ‘,Marav\{l .

~militanits o free theirzeizt ,‘&r: b, hﬁ}gmﬂq;r’ls dedxcated

.. majining hos%ages and Ieave * to help in fighting for the ~

- Marawi. S r;ghts of the Barigsa Mer- -

. "”"’he.mlhta.ty i st anaw, whose dignity-was
i acx‘fy of the . .trampled upon because of

‘on this erisis % 1t

emstence of 2 new armed a Pacebook'post

. group,” presidential spokes— 0 “We hold our local -

- man‘Ernesto Abelia saxd -}eadei“s, ;past and present
yesterday, - “ * responsible for failing to

Abella said the govem~ " prevent the ISIS-inspired -

| ment does not tolerate the .. Maute group from carrying
' : psto . out then_plan They were

- Healso encouraged the tothe siege and for liter-

personalities behind the .~ ally forsaking the civilians
group to reach'out to the - like orphans in the midst
administration. of great danger during the
“Demands from gov- * onset of the siege on May 23,
ernmierit are better made . 2017, it added. -
through dialogues and .~ —Christina Mendez

9?9’
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- POSTSCRIPT

FEDERICO D PASCUAL Jr. _-

“Who reaﬂy needs
mamaE law bad!y’-’

o g OTH Preszdent Rodrlgo”
B :;e': Diiterte and the Opposifion.
* A=Y presumably want martial
“law declared nationwide this’
- early, coinciding with the 45th:
anniversary of the People Power |
Revolt that toppled Ferdinand |~
Marcos 'in 1986 — because they
need it.
. .* To Duterte, imposing martial
law before his popular support wanes beyond recovery
~-could help consolidate his ﬁoki on this fractious nation
. thathe wants to Jead to a federated setup undera new
- Constitition written according to his de51gns Wa;img
; iongermlgh’t provetoolate. '

- = Tothe Opposition (not the Iﬂﬁerail’arty buttoa still -

It could happen that the Upposition want Duterie
to bhinder into dedlaring nationwide martial this early.
Such a precipitate act could electrify people who suspect

- that a resort to authoritarianism i I

B mcompe’ceme
Many times, Diterte’s ‘worst ‘enbmy’ is his

~ili-defined opposifionist riix), s may be the opportune
r time to goforit-considering Duterte’s declinng

¢ and crime, m(:h};dm the drug menace:
... Once Duterte’s dechne hits 2 tlppmg po:n’t beyond_
* which he starts to skid, he and his team may not beable
. toarrest his early tumble. How far ahead is that hump
"before theirreversible slide? '
- Declaring martial law now could help I'um control
the elements that sl linger around him because of their
~+ misimpression that 3
~ the then Davao mayor to Malacanang are sttll mtact "
. Are they?
The frolls, whose number is padded by handlers in
- their cheat sheets, may seem ferocious in social media,
but cannot be counted on to march in the streets. And
the bots, those computerized creatures bought wholesale
' by the thousands, are unable to walk to the hustmgs
-+ The dwindling ruumber of warm bodies to rely on
could be offset if the Commander-in-Chief is assured
that the armed forces, a 160,000-strong bureau under
the defense department, are solidly behind him. -

This iffy point is still subject to validation — which
could explain Duterte’s relentless, and inordinately
expensive, couriship of the military, as well as of the
national police, the uniformed civilan counterpart of
the armed forces.

As for the Opposition, they have smelled the blood
of a wounded guarry. It would be a mistake for them
to slacken the chase while Duterte is stowing down and
exposing his vulnerabilities in such areas as narcotics,

kil of his office, he:may want b
ey areas as corruptzon : ?

6 million voters'who carried -

“mmouth. So as not to hirther sully the

~ /ApOIOg]
eqmvocahon, lying and: cursing
. When caught lying about sup
' counts of Sen. Antonio Trillanes, for mstance
that he was just disseminating: misinformation to mis-
“lead the seriator. With that and previous false statements,
‘the President’s credibility has been seriously shattered.

ed hiew .
“Hights officialg to'sét wp'a Manila station and monitorhis -
- drug drive? The idea sounds as ludicrous as his plan to
jet-ski to disputed islands to plant the Philippine flag. .
Ttis worrisome to see the President improvising from-

one problem to another. Declaring martial law this early
ngﬁt provide a break, but would it not be down}ull

after the hump?

26

corruption, foreign affairs and gut concerns like jobs
and wages.
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femmdmg s of.their ‘sacrifice, hlghhghnng

it 'to serve thé ends: of: pelmc '::-_Z-I:hey ikee

thejr opposmon agamst atrocities in order to

protect and defend the: peopie and preserve the: )

bastions of democracy

Among us are the’v;ctims of human ng%lts
abuses, whose sufferings and experiences of tor-
ture and appalling dehumanization haunt the

pages of recent history No one will forget their
.-phantom of martial law. Officialdom has ex-

woefiil tales and the desecration of their dignity.:

The'pain and agony that. they WLIE carry aiI then: L
L _s;ve leader for an encore of mamal law. "

" As to the black mark on'ouf national pnde the e
famaly that ruled the nation during martial law.:‘._

hves will never molhfy the sad e:xperxences

“abuse of Authonty,

";MARK E. PARASJR, and'RAMON DINO,

- These.are 1ncend1ary matenais Wamng for the
spark that will ignire it inte ‘the fiery conflagra:
tion that will justify the extension of martial law

_m Mindanaoto cover the whole country.

Cur problem 15 ot “merely” exorcasmg'the'

pressed sinister ideas that could’ tempt an 1mpu1—

“has regamed its"place” ‘among the’ political elite sorsogontoday@gma;l com

a_nd' possible zmpeat:}unent_'
“of the chief" ]‘tIStiCE are ;ust some mdlcators
'Df unstable times, 0
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RETIREMENT GALL WBGen Bemamm = Mad ngag AFp

Alvin Bantiane on September 20, 2017 at 8:47 AM

COL JESUS VILLAMOR AIR BASE, Pasay City {DWDD) — Commander, Southern Luzon
Command, Major General, Benjamin R Madrigal AFP renders his courtesy call to the
Commanding General Philippine Air Force, Lieutenant General, Edgar R Fallorina AFP at
the Office of the Commanding General, Col Jesus Villamor Air Base, Pasay City on
September 18, 2017.

Prior to the retirement call with the CG, PAF, arrival honors was also accorded to MGen
Madrigal at the HPAF Quadrangle. PIO PAF / Photo by Sgt Tombado PAF / MICAG
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MILF: MILF, MNLF commanders vow to help in the
campaign against illegal drugs

Posted to'the Morg islamic Liberation Front Website (Sep 20): MILF, MNLF dommanders vow to help inthe ™
campaign against iltegal drugs

A Mindanews report posted online on September 15 said that Commanders from the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front and More Naticnal Liberation Front have vowed to help in the government’s campaign
against ijlegal drugs.

«Benjor-Supt:donathan Tangonan; Officer-in-charge of the Cotabato Police Provincial Offica disciosed
that said commanders manifested their support in a covenant signed after a “special meeting” Thursday
(September 14) with the local police and the municipal government of Matalam, North Cotabato.

Mayor Gigi Valdevieso-Catamco called for the meeting which was also attended by the Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency (PDEA R-12) and the provincial poiice office.

In-an interview over catholic-run DXND, Tangonan said the commanders admitted that they have
refatives who are using and selling drugs.

tlegal drugs trade according to Tongonon has disturbed their communities for so fong and at times
caused 'rido’ or family feuds among them”. Police records showed Matalam town is considerad a "hot

spot” of illegal drugs.

http:/f'www fuwaran.com/news/article/1008/milf _mnlf_commanders vow to help in the campaion ag
ainst illegal drugs
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v Alvin Santisgo

V LUNA ROAD, Quezon City (DWDD) ~ General Eduardo Afio, Armed Forces of the o omes
Phifippines (AFP) Chief of Staff (middle) receives a check donation worth P20,300,000.00 R |

- fromithe Department of Health'~ NCR Office headed by Dr. Ariei | Valencia, MPH, CESO
lil, Regional Director (left) during a ceremony on Friday, 15 September 2017 at the AFP
Health Service Command (AFPHSC), Quezon City.

Also present is AFPHSC Commander, Brigadier General Edwin Leto Torrelavega (right}.

The amount wili be donated to the AFPHSC in support to the brave soldiers who risked their . ...

“lives'in order to maintain just and lasting peace for our couniry. Photo by PH3 Jayson
Rutao PN/PAQAFP/MCAG
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AWARDS | AFP Chief Honors Heroism of Wounded
Soldiers

© Alvin Santieag

V LUNA ROAD, Quezon City (DWDD) — Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Chief of Staff
General Eduardo Afio awards the Wounded Personne! Medai to one of the soldiers confined at
the Heroes Ward, AFP Heaith Service Command (AFPHSC) in V. Luna Road, Quezon City,
Friday, 15 September 2017.

Aside from the medal, General Ano afso hands out gift checks to the patients in Heroes Ward.

His visit is aimed at boosting the morale of soldiers in AFPHSC, particularly to honor the
heroism of soldiers who were Wounded-In-Action during combat operations. Photo by PH3
Jayson Rutac PN/PACAFP | MCAG
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AIM HIGH | IP Tribal Outreach Program at Brooke’s
Point

- Alyin Santiaco on September 20, 2017 at 10:25 AM

, Palawan (DWDD) - The Local Government Unit (LGU) of Brooke’s
Point, Palawan conducted another “IP Tribal Cutreach Program” for indigenous People
fiving in the southernmost portion of the province.

The activity is part of the government’s public service and giving importance to IPs.

The warm welcome rendered by the people of Sitio Kelwi is a strong manifestation of their
support for the government and resistance to the pretentious and deceptive tactics of the

communistiterrorist New People’s Army (NPA). :

' The services rendered to the Pala'wan includes free Medical check-up, livebirth registration.
Philthealth membership, immunization, and the distribution of vegetable seedlings,
medicines for iivestock, and, anti-rabies vaccine.

The Provincial Government of Palawan also distributed healthy meals, additional medicines
_and vitamins for the IPs. _ S

They also gave books and school supplies, empty water containers, white board, and
different kitchen utensils for the Kelwi Elementary School.

Packages containing various food items, rice, sandals and clothes, school bags were given
to students.

Pala'wan kids were given candies and chocolates.

Residents and IPs were grateful for all of these blessing from the LGU Brooke’s Point,
Provincial Government of Palawan, Brgy Saraza, Brooke Point, PIGLAS-Palawan, One
Arellano Builders, KIWANIS Club of Palawan, KIWANIS Ciub of PPC, Cardinal AGRI, Ms.
Catherine Barraguillo and Secret Happy Giver, the 3° Marine Brigade and the AFP Western

Command. WESCOM/MCAG 32
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