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oppme any move
5 state withess

By JEFFREY G. BANIGUG, AIREE RUEL P ABERIA, and ANNA LIZA ¥, ALATARER
!nm Lud.,leu to the death of Castille,
ng sabi sa amin, senior members of
hef wt gvaw sila paiabasm ayaw pagsall-
tzin at invoke na daw code of silence (We
wave 1old that senior fraternity members
‘Wc)uid not aliow them to go out or talk and

S e main suspect i tie Geail of Tinjvarsity of
Santo Tomas (LIS lsw iies hinan Horacio
satig’ Castiflo I surrendéred Sepator

it Panfiic Lacson on Friday

The surrender of John Paul dumu r e

swhoetook € Yastillede thee Chinese Loy : }]( b

came as Justice Secretary Viialiano Acuirre 1 citg ordered to nvoke the code-of silence);™

the revelaions offhwd §JI’0H¢€:J}u uirr
5ol Clenshaven wag

that ine Aegis Juris fraternin) . '
sirained its members frooy 1alnE aboud the mn,;"% dc'com,mmea by his lawyer when he
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5 fam;ly'of Atm [Castﬂ!oj 1
‘-_of thezr son I Wox_ﬁd shad'h

: reporters
- Solano. demed any ) nvol'

nt injs5 Local: 5285,5295

aib'glst said he: trzed'-:‘
Castallq bt When h 3 F

Ralpt
Chan; Marc’ Anthony Ventura; Axe

- Munro Hipe, ‘Oliver John Audrey On-
- ofre; Joshuo: Joriel Macabalt Jason. -
: -AdaH&Robmos RameRafael Santlagak. &
 Danielle Hans Matthew Rodrigo, Car] -
. Matthew: V;llanueva. Aeron ‘Salientes,

-_'MareehnoBactang Zlmon Padro:and:

;- Milfren

'.pertment" formatlon especzaily thos:
hatithe subjec

cnuntry,

.48 to'the status of the mvesmgatmns'
‘and other relevant information that -
may be the basis for the proper course -
‘ofaction’ to be taken by the 1mrmgrat10n B

ofﬂcers

Solano apologrzes S

" At & press conference at Lacson's

Bonifacio Global City ofﬁce Solano said
he was ihnocent:.
It is getting WOTSE. I want i:o clear
my name. Tknow myself, I'am inng-
_cent,” Solano fold Lacson.

Solano alsoapologized for makmg g

: {alse statement. He had initially told po-
lice that he does not know Castillo, say-

ing he just found the victim's body on a

OFFICE OF THE ARMY Ci. pavernent in Balut, Tondo, Maniia.

‘But MPD mvest1gators later found
out that Solano is a member of the
Aegis Juris; the fraternity suspected
of beifig involved in the initiation rites
thatled to the death of Castillo.

T woild like to apologize for giving

a false statement for that matter to the

i rAgtirte told zmmxgramnotﬁcers to
;--zmmedlatelv inform his office, the: Ot
fice of the Prosecutor Genoral; and thei-;_
..._ofﬁce of Senior Supt: Danilo ‘Macerin; -

ng _breakthrough sa: kaso
MPD spokesman Supt Erwm Mar~ :
garejo said,
i Margarem Sa}d Sclan
‘dergo booking proeedurp :
© checkup. They are: also wamng for hzs i
- legal counsel. o
- He mso called on Sol"

P

Margaregt} gaid
© Policérare. THow. read

-perjury and viglation of anti- i

-.'agamst Solano, who'had earfier sald he

is ready to face any charge that may

Said they weIcome the news that Solano -

" has surfaced. “Af 1éast; someone can’
narrate to us how myson died ” How-

ever she ig agamst any meve ‘1o have'

FEwen if it hurts her; Carmma hke?'

' wise said she wants’ to meet the 16
“mémbers of Aegis Juris fratermtv ’

linked to the killing of his sone i
< “Treally wantto see them all. T wait
to talk them all; I want every detail, 1

- want to know how he {Atm) dled » saxd

Carmma .
She also wants tca ask Soiano Why: .
:Atw was not rushed to the hospital. '
“Ife {Solano) was there.. Why did”

they not bring Atio to the hospital? If

-only they rush him there. UST was Dca[; 5285, 5205

1

there...;” said Carmina. .

Horacm Atio’s father urged par—
ents of the fraternity members involved
in the hazing that led to Atio’s death to
iet their children come ouf. -’

«Well as a parent, I know how hurt- .

1 £t it is when (heir children are involved.
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ZAMBOANGA - CITY—The

- '%isﬂe-blawer fears for family

BYmy corporal, WHE T ied whiis-"

tle-blower on alleged fund mis-

use in his mother init, claimed he -

was now being hunted by the
military and placed under
surveiliance. :

Melvin  Alforiso,

Ecija province, said soldiers had
been:casing the house of his fa-
ther here after reports about his
exposé came out.

Alfonso also said an unidenti-
fied officer called up his wife to
ask where he was and to warn
that people were after him.

The officer supposedly told
Alfonso’s wife that intelligence
personnel were sent to his fa-
ther’s house here.

Alfonso said, however, that
the military men who went to his

- father's-house-wanted-to bring..
Ma saysay, the

“return to sender” (RTS)

"My father, my wife and chil-
dren are very affected,” Alfonso
said. “I know they are living in
fear like me and I am helpless,

.. hiding,” he said.

Alfonso started revealing in
May 2017 supposed irregularities

s gtthe R I ietter addressed:--.
UG Président Duterte e

Return to sender

He said he discovered the fund
misuse, involving funds labeled as
as a
staffer of the Management and
TFiscal Office (MFO} of the division.

“While on duty at the MFO,
which supervises three brigades
and six battalions, Alfonso said
the misuse of funds shocked him.

In his letter to the President,
Alfonso cited an example of how
funds were misused.

Out of a P:o-million budget
for the division, he said only P2
million was actually used and P8
million labeled RTS.

The P& million would be with-

Page:

~formerly -
~withthe 7thinfantry Division (ID) e
“based in Fort Magsaysay, Nueva’

'catio,n ik

Al

drawn from government banks

“and delivered to senior-divisior

officials.. -

“My senior officers told me
not to ask anymore because it
was part of the Army tradition,”
Alfonso said in his letter. He did
not identify any officer, though.
..For..every..RTS,...Alfonso .said .

saffers at the MFO get Psooo

Pio,000 from their superior officers.
. Hesaid he once delivered mil- -
lions of pesas in cash to the MFO -
of the Army’s general headquar- :
ters (GHQ) in Fort Bonifacio.
Alfonso became a signatory to
conversion of funds in 2016.

Fake receipts
“It came to a point [where] 1
was directed to make vouchers,
check dispositions, recerding .

" process of the budget, or convert

an ASA (advise for suballotment} =

e-mail.from..the MEQ. GHQ. .10 e

funds and we have personnel --
he 9&1d in h15 ietter _ .

Alfonso said all the disburse- .-
ments and transactions passed
through the Commission on Au-
dit (CCa) without scrutiny.

ngn he could not stand it
anymore, he sald he went mte va-

Hig furlough expired foist Oct- --
31, 2016 and went absent without -
leave, fearing for his and his fam-
ily's [ives. :

After he sent the letter about
the fund misuse to Mr. Duterte,
Alfonso was called to Mala-
cafiang on June 7 and met with
lawyers of the Presidential Ac-
tion Cernter, whom he identified
in his letter as Daryl Ritchie
Vallez, Rosbert Serona and Moni-
ca Calimbas-Lizaso.

He was told the President was
too busy and that his letter would
be referred to the Department of
Defense.

“Since then the threats and ha-
rassiment have become intense,”
he said. —JULIE ALIPALA INQ
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B th Suspects repertedly 00,
: 'who figured n.a _melee at'a karaoke  vances onthe wite of Brocoy,”
 har here that resulted in the" kilting of - m:stook as entertainer at the bar -

a fisherman and ki _companmn lagt .7 Solomon, whowas armedwitha .45
cahher pistol; shot the victims after thev'f
reportedly ganged up on him
“The suspects: unmedlately escape
after the mcxdant but were later turn d_f

_ pohae_ «chiet, nienbﬁed the: suspec'
- Corp -(zﬁbert Scﬂomcm> a member of
: nt) 79IB) ed

, xitiary
cheta saadthe thireewere tagged: custody toface the }
_spects in the k:llhng of Ale;andru'-. them: o e
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_-rector ‘Chief’ Sapt Rolando’B. ¥elix
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i
H

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Emait add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285 |

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

[o




Army Vision. By 2028 & worlg-ciass Army 1hal 18 & S0U/GE of national pride
{02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

| OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF Public AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army2042@gmall.com - Tel no.

Q_B September 2017 J fjg ﬁ{a}{{&} Eﬁ‘igg iE Page: AT

| Im.aps,._ NPA rvebels

clash in Cotabato

AT least 20 New People® Army {NPA) Balite was provided with a "close air
members wese encountered by Army support” by ME250 hetlcopters.
troops in Magpet, Nerth Cotabato on No casualties were reported on the
“Frigay triggering a 30-minute firefight side 0f the guvernment fortes but the
forcing the rebeis te retreat. 39th infantry Baitafion said bloodstains
. The Philippine Army's 39th !nfam{y * along the NPA position at the encounter
Battafion reported that their unit site were found.
engaged the communist rebels believed Seized from the site after the encoun-
1o be from the NPA's Pulang Bagani ter were least 15 kilos of improvised
Company 2. explosive device, a hand grenade,
Col. Reherto Ancan, commander of 100-rounds of ammunition, four back-
the 1002nrd infantry Brigade, said the packs and subversive documents.
encounter in Sitte Kinampang, Barangay DEMPSEY REYES

I 0is )
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Marawi the
Mautie - group and "?_ al-
lies—now . on ~its’ i fourth

month—was on its finalstage.
.Speaking to reporters here
during & surprise visit amid
protests denouncing his admin-
istration, Duterte said the oper-

ation was nearing conclusion.
“The Armed Forces IS Wmdw

Duterte ‘said the crisis had

.v..esdragged sinte.weeks-becanse ofe.
‘the presence of hestages :Wbose -

spare even as solchers were dy»
ing inthe fightmg _

At least 151 soldiers and | p0~
licemen had died in the crisis

that started on May 23, when ..

;-;Presidér'if' =

Page:

“What delayed ug before is
just the sarne, As much as possi-
bie, we do not want any of the
hostages taken by the terrorists
harmed or killed,” Duterte said.

" No'celebration.
. The President alsc said that

- ‘once the city had been fully lib-

erated from"the Maute group

and.sitsvalliesgino. celebration..

would “take placé becaiise “no

Earher, CoI Romeo Brawner
the Joint Task Force Marawi
deputy  commander, said at
least 200 structures had not

_ government troop tried to
__'1.5_serve Warrants: agamst Maute
e " group leaders and Abu Sayyaf
““Jeader Isnilon Hapilon, .

been cleared yet..These struc- .

- of area Where ‘the
been pushed: znto :

- “However, he'said the military
was' aiso careful because of the

presence of hostages-—estimat-

ed to numhel between, A0 and 45,
206 Saturday, government:

secunty ‘forces captured TWO
strongholds of  the" islamlcj_.

State—msplred mﬂttants duxm
imajorsoffensive; W_hlf; aals
LERE the rescue of capiive pries

- The: Bato AH Mosque and th
}'armam Marawi Al-Islamia Foun:

dation were used by the gunmen

as the1r command center.

" the m:htarywas already closeto

retakmg the city.

“There’s only little resis-
tance left. This is just one-half
village wide. That's why I've
been told by my ground com-
manders that the end is near,
Just a little more. patience,” he
said [ast week.

The President also revealed
that politicians were behind the
Maute group and that they will
also be hunted down.

“How come the Maute and
the terrorist were abie to stock-
pile so much orduance, bullets
and improvised explosive de-
vice. The terrorists here is fund-
ing them including politicians.
Politicians here including in
Central Mindanao,” he said.

"'martial law in Mindanao once
the city had been declared safe -

from the terrorists.

Meanwhile,  Brig.
Melquiades Ordiales, the com-
mander . of " the
Brigade, said on Fr1day that Ha-
ta Lantud, the half-brother of
Pantao Ragat Mayor Lacson
Lantud, was among the five mil-
itants killed inside the main bat-
tle ared on Sept. 15 and whose
body had been recovered.

“We only- learned from
Marawi community leaders that
the slain militant was the brother
of a town mayor,” Ordiales said.”

Ordiales said they also
learned that the slain militant
kad been disowned by his family.
~JEOFFREY MASTEM INQ

OFF’\CE OF THE ARMY CH‘EF PLI—’\.TU L TR B VP AN R S FT -~ F 1 ~ I L UQL»’.)C&.GHII)‘J—U Tt smen . -

LTTWe have expected to expe-
'rlence mare: fireflghts as'wetry
to regain more ground,” he said. "
'-the recapture of the structures

tured AT

Gen.-

1st Marine -

A3

he ':'etaking of

as soldiers had to fight the gun-'

G .'men for.about five hotts.:

- Afo said the. mihtarv v:éw*eci

as “an encrmous gain.” .
Joint Task Force Maram
chxef Bng Gen. Rciando

Bautista, said the " rmhtary was

expecting more areas to be cap-’
resz ance from re— :

Maute and Hapilon:

We are: read) for that The
AFP will press on relentlessly'.

until-conclusion,”he'said.: .
.Deéfense . Secretary _Ds_elfm.j.. S

15-¢555 Local; 5285, 5285
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:war, headded:
“We will not have anv celebratmn

By a_ﬂer all (that) has been said and done,”
pro’fest achons to voiee theirg gnevances 2

agamst the gevernment

 the commander-in-chief said.“Walang

nanalo dito INo one won here]. We're .

' Onee the ‘area 'has 'been cleared .Eﬁlgthh the Maute terromts ar wore

‘. ef the vebels; the President said the
‘military would quietly pack up andieave

. Marawi City as rehabilitation efforts

‘begin There was no reason to celebrate”
victory in deference to the casuaihes of

‘safety of hostages still bemg eld by -
“the remnants cf {he Maute Group'in”
__the ares- i b

tharn three months now The operatm i5 "

Dutertéé ﬁfth visi to'the wa

- c;t:v coincided with the National Dayof -

Protest when various groups Iaunched E
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23 September 2017 [ The ﬁl&itﬂa @tms‘g‘g paze: _h]_

' ’It w;ll be hfted anytime, The

_:_....Armed Forces ae wmdzng up:{the:r

atawi.” Bu‘zerte said,

% The President’s staten

i conmmed by Palace spokesman
' : ' }%mfm&
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" or you have mffereé Tives ‘were.
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: _-.apprommately 36 kllometerb from the

EWh:sr we are making it likea c:ty’ i be-.

i.; cauise w 31' _gxp'ectmg that) it woul

* Friday miorning.

OFFICE OF THE APJ
from our initial discussions because our

: she adéed

sourcmg addmonai funds from the samgs

The Task Force was mmally.loolqng of other; governtment Agencies; she g d.

“into conitructing 1,100 houses ata 10~ -
. hectare}andmBarangaySagonsongan _
* the approved transitional site whichis -

‘ment of Pubhc Works ar;d__Htgh_\_v_ays :

B
HourfBangon Maram press bneﬁng_j-

“Initial pa’ iang naman na dlscus~ :
sions *fo kasi: hindi'pa tapos ang ating
--'-assessment ‘Mga arotnd two, three’
‘years kasi tinitingnan natin {Thisisjust®

- {ransitional she}ters wxll be a steel waﬂ -

“Ito: fyung mga :t;initingn

“explore natin, para ma-sustain- yung |
ating pagb:bigay ng ayuda;
. mgakababayan na nandoon ngayonsa
: _'_'__Ihgan at ‘yung other pana mga. areas._"
.54 evactiation centers (These ‘are the
' -things that w
"7 tain the assistance that we are extend-
" ing to'theé Marawi IDPs in Iligan® C‘;ty g
“and ‘other areas),” Marasigansaid. ="

sa ating .

lookmg into to sus-

. According to Maras;gan, the Depart :

Citmg the Housing and Urban De-

- 'velopmen’r Coordinating. Couneil, she -
“said the units which will be used forthe

bandvmch raodel: ©+ 3585 Local: 52B5. 5295

“Thisisa pre—fabncated house Whlch

“.assessmentis notyet complete. We are: is single detached, with tollet and bath. -

- looking at around two.to three years
before the czty gets rehabﬂltated) "

And they are also having a 22 square

+* meters area. Buf the lot area would be 54
©. | 7square meters,” Marasigan said, -
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' zamiz Mayo Reynaido Parofinog was among

‘the local officials who' provided fundmg to Maute.ﬁj_ fh

‘militants who af:tacked and occupzed Maram, Presxdent_ii al : e
:'-Duterl:e has’ sald ' e L i abllogh who ac_cordmg to____.._ _

pir n. Eduardo A,no-_--_

Ssaid Mayor Montasir Sabal of
Talitay, Maguindanao is another -

--alleged narco 'polmaan who

Jod se
mshmg off the rem mning
Asked about Duterte 5 ad- _membprs of the Maute s ETOUD:

rmssum tha’t certam ofﬁmalsﬂ a8 _With Jose Rodel CIapano'

a s been in hiding . Tloilo: (,1£y Mayor Patrick Jed
_smce the thce of the Om— _.'_-Mabxlog agam in the 1 legal
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' ated It and that was the result of our
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brothers were engaged ina“cartel-

ffzeport: ! Ano o
~;Camp Agumaldo

-. .formerTailtax, Magumdanao Maya:n =
: -Maniaezr Sabal was alsa mduded 1115_’

()n June ‘6, Marines in Maram thel Preadents drug matm ey

“tyle” dmg .operationin. fhe prove..
- inces of Lanao and Mlsamzs ;
-+ Adide fiah Parojinog, Afio saxd

. StoTage are

_that the 1erovered Danknotes and

“checks in June were: “drug money O
buésman Conchua Carpxo Mo~

“rales in August for allegedly mis- .
-declering his statement of assets...
- habilities ‘and net worth [RALN]' !
©in 2011, 2013 and 2014,
“Parojinog, his wife Susan; and
o Misamis. Ocndenta Boaré Mrmi

' comitng from the Maute's alleged

poiitician badcers, partlcular]y :

~from: Pazopnog

St isalse poss1ble that it came

. '-zi'rom what theylooted from banks

i Afio said- it was. also possible - ha

'-'-and pxwate resxdences in Maravw o

“Afio also sald that ihere were .
. Teports: coming from the debrief:

ingof sittrenderees and ‘captured.
+ Maute members, that female ho
tages were be:ng raped..:

'__.f:om the debtiefing that there are
o f-female hostagea bemg raped bythe

_E:Even if President Duterté trave
oled by Tand from Higan to
Marawi: City in ‘his fifth TASIL

forr residents to travel on routes :. 1L
: __:_-gomg o Dansalan and. Ranao---’-.-
.oocareas inghe bemeged city..

“planted by the terrorists
Afio also =clar1if1ec1 ‘thax he

Pzesrdent did ne
.the mam batt

- "Sad to say, we: recelved iepor{s :

tmops m Bato A Mosque the

Afio said it was still not safé.' _second grand Islarmc mosque'

: pauenre ind he ‘gaid that he doesf_-

“The last two days, we: got ci- "'-'--.not want te have an kmd of cpl-j’.@jj

sualties of sniping although: [th

- diug lord: Pablo Escobar.

L _ “inSan Roque Laww Ozarmz
_vision series about Cnlumbzan . S

- The AFP chief came up th'.;-..__ Rapmg fema!e

hostages

on Iu]v 79

twops] were cml) wounded:ané

- ;DEMP_SEY;&';?E_E ]
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rateEy w1th ‘top leaders of the . _'Mayor Jed Patrick Mabilog. -

ShE 'Ityr
_ andwhen'thete’s no longer a
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litary ‘announced ‘the capture of the

_ces.s, the’city was devastated The bombmgs and___
mosgues:

i

gun battles destmyed houses bm]dmgs
: h L

: recomtructmn as Well as the need to help the near-*

ly zoo ooo remdents d1splaced by the f1gh!:1ng

P50 billion. Ifi'a press briefing in Malacahang days
later, he pomted out that when he traveled to

Marawi with the President, they saw that the de—'_ B

struction was “really mas-
sive” and thought P5o bil-..
Iioh would not be enough.
‘The : Department - of
Budget and Management
hay earmarked Py billlonin =~
2017 and P1o billion in 2018 - 1%
for the rehabilitation pro-  spy
gram. An additional budget  §ilia]
will also be provided in = pw o
2019, But these allocations - §
will not be-sufficient, In -
nancing the reconstruc-
tion, the administration
can tap the gemerosity of
the international COMMU~ . gy
nity despite the President’s - §
frequent criticism of for-
eign governmenits for com-
menting on his bloody war

with the Islamic State  Last Sunda‘y, the

" command ‘center of ‘the Mautes. who
have holed out in Marawi for nearly four months,

during whzch ‘fime airstrikes were contindously
iaun{:hed in an effortito drive themout. In the pro=;

: will be 1mportant o the fate 'of Marawi and the :
thousands of Tesidents who ‘fled the” ﬁghtmg

and who will'be ¢oming back to a nearly flattened

_city. Draftlng a very clear reconstruction program
-and “identifying the person in ‘charge WIH be

a gooc’s Start to rebmld Marawl
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- theo
“ever again to m :

- was the emphatic, defiant
A Wcry that resounded inall of
the protest actions held nationwide last
Thursday (Sept. 21), the 45th year of
Ferdinand E. Marcos’ martial law decla-
ration that ran for 14 years, Althoughthe
same cry has been echoed in each of the
previous years' protest actions, it now
carries this new connotation: -
. “No to martial law under the Duterte
regimel” Lt
‘Apparently the message has regis-
tered in President Duterte’s‘mind; re-
rlayed by the seriesof mass-actions-and-
publicsta in the daysleading to
Sept. 19) declating Thursday as a Na-
tional Day of Protest, he acknowledges
that the Marcos martial law era “has
imprinted itself in the collective memory
of the people'asia time attended by ‘the
commission of gross humar rights
viclations, arbitrary state interventions,

e

 Martlal law sh

fighting in'Marawi
wauld : _

~ nationwide should the protest actions

. regrettably precipitate decision? 7
._For one thing, his martiai-law dec-
laration has enabled the United States™
“esdize the opportunity to intervene - -
" militarily in Marawi and reinforce thie

e reportedly said,”

al'the Tifting ‘Of Hartial law

“ 'Was he'trying to -a.ésuaé'é the "féar_ and

indignation” of those who have strongly
opposed his declaration of martial law
in the whole of Mindanac on May 23,
its exfension till the end of December,
and his ‘threat to declare martial law

Mindanao under martial law, he made

“fanipant corruption and disregard of -

fundamental civil liberfies.” =
. More, worth noting is this portionof
the proclamation: “This administration
recognizes the fear and indignation
of the people against a repetition and
perpetuation of such human rights
violations and all other failings of the
government.” o
As the protests went on till night — his
effigy likening him to Hitler, Mazcos,
and a lapdog of US imperialism was
burned at Mendiola Bridge near Mala-
canang ~ Duterte visited his troops in
Marawi, accompanied by two of those
who had urged him to declare martial
law, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
and AFP chief of staff Gen. Eduardo
Afio. The AFP troops are said to be
“winding down” the nearly four-month
battle against the Maute-Abu Sayyaf
group in which daily aerial bombings

*-and armed forces to adopt the US mode
*of aerial warfare that has sticcessively®

devastated large areas of Irag, Libya, -

/points'm many areas of Mindanao;
~-even that cannot hold, simply because -
“the military have been maintaining. .
--checkpoints all along for'decades: - - :
- For suré there was 116 factual basis; ©
-under the conditions stipulated in:
~.the 1987 Constitution, for declaring :
“ martial lawin the whole of Mifidana
“irMichTesscotld there be factual basts:
for declaring martial law in the entire
_-archipelago. Martial law shouldn't be :
- an option for Duterte. - . L
On Sept. 20, Duterte gave the follow- -

security forces.

and artillery barrages by government

£ FAIRS - Email

“ and'Syriz and now has reduced to rubble

“much of Marawi, killing about 800 peo-
pleand displacing 400,000 residents of
the ¢ity and sirrounding muricipalities.

"By acceding to the US interven-
tion, Duterte practically discarded his-
avowed “independent foreign policy”
and embraced the proverbial role of

his predecessors as chief US imperialist

lapdog orlackey. - _
For another, his government’s excuse

that the fighting in Marawi could spill’
--over to'the rest of Mindanao has been

AFPpre
‘happeni nductin

ing reason for declaring martial law on

- May 23: -

“[Blecause the Constitution mandates
“thatThaveto do.,somethiniabout it {the
Marawi “siege”), that's why I declared

- martal law. And I grieve, because [ was

the onewho told the soldiers, ‘Go there
to die.’ So that is my burden.”
Congonant with such sense of burden,
Duterte says he is spurning any idea of
celebrating victory once the fighting in

- Marawi ends. He has expressed equal

grief over the deaths of government
soldiers and of the alleged Islarnic ex-
tremists who furiously fought the state

add: oacpa.army20t2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 5459855 Local 5285, 5285

forces have destroyed a large swath o
the key Islamic city. ‘
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= "I donotwantany ‘celebration of view
i All of us lost in Marawi,” he said
SRty govemment teiewswn interview.

'-5_-_-.”Every Moro t_ha d:edh or every soidler :

opposed stance as regards’
L egal drug push:”
: om he denigrates’as”
':devmdﬂf humamty and“deserving to
diei in the nationwide police antl-dmg '
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sinasabi sa peace tal

NAKAKALETO na siPres: Rodrigo’Duterte sa mga
Msinasablinito ukol sa pakikipag-u§4ap sa Com-.
munist Party of the Philippines:Nafional Democratic

n
bangayan kay undir man
Sison. Sinabi niyang may colon cancer si Sison..
2. PeronoongMartes, nagpaliiwatig siya na puwede pa |
raw ituloy :ang-peace talks'sa:mga-komunista. o f
ay kasunod:nang pagpapalaya ng New People’s Army |
(NPA):sa dalawang bihag na sundalo. Biglang na-
bagoang:teno.ni Duterte at gusto na namang maki-
pagkasundosa mgakomunista, . oo

- Hindi dapat ganito ang Ikilos ng Presidente. |
Dapat mayroon siyang isang salita sa:pakikipag- |
usap sa mga komunista, Dapat imay paninindigan
sa naunang pinahayag. Hindi lahg tatlong beses na
nagsabi si Duterte natapos na ang pakikipag-usap
saCPPNDF, " ot i i T
_:Una ay noong Pebrero nang.sunud-sunod ang
pananambang ng NPA sa'mga sundalo. Pinabaiik |
niDuterte sabarracks:ang moasundalo.atipinalili=] oo
nis na.ang mga baril para makipagsagupa.sa NPA.

' atinag-usapnoong Ab

... :Pero. muling nagkasundo atinag-usa

P ; g hagpakita ng Katigasan ng uio
ang NPA atnagsasagawa uli ng mga pagsalakay. .
- Jkalawa ay :nang ambusin ang mga. mivembre hy
Présidential Security Group (P5G) sa Arakan, North-
Cotabato naikinamatay ngisa at ikinasugat ng limang
iba pa. Halos kasabay nang pag-ambush sa PSG,:
 dalawians Morinesinomen angpinaiay iy WA
Palawar. Sindiakiy ng 40 NPA rebels ang police sta-
tion sa Maasin, Leyte at dini
srlisiKinuhaang walong M1 B Ef

“lkatlo:ay nang niy
sa ‘Mindanao noong Mayo, umapela siva sa NPA na
huwag sumalakay sa-mga sundalo sapagkat
ang mga teroristang Maute ang talagang pakay ng
«nga ito. Pero hindi nakinig ang mga rebeldeng ko- |
munista at nagsasagawa pa rin ng pagsalakay sa
mga-sundaio, - SR D

llang beses nang sinabi ni Duterte na wala nang
pakikipag-usap pero efo na naman at pumapayag
na raman siva. Dapat magpakita na may isang sa-
lita si Duterte. Hindi na dapat makipag-usap sa mga
traidor. [Huwag pabagu-bago sa sinasabi.
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personnel but also training as well, and that, in his estimation. for every 10.000 soidiers. the
government would need at least P2.5 billion to train and eguip them,

Of course, that amount is just & small slice of the budget proposed by the Department of National
Defense (DND) for next year recently approved by the Senate Finance Committes. which is at P105 4
_ billion {about 8 percent highar than the current. budget of P181.3.hil fion). Yel this.is.not
inconsequential, Though the AFP has been using existing funds aiiotied to deal with the Marawr
crisis. it will need fo replenish those funds fest it run out of monev fowards the end of the vear,

which is a process alreadv underwav,

Also, while we are on the narrow subject of defense budgsting post-Marawi, I: is important (o note that
there-is a broader context here in-terms of negotiations on the national ‘budget more gerierally, sormie of -
“which is tied not to what is happenlng on the grounc but other factors from the priorities of the Duterte
government to bureaucratic politics around different institutions. For ingtance. there have been
comparisons between the much beefier boost in intelligence funds for the Philinpine National
Police tasked with carrying out the Duterte administration’s drug war relative fo the AFP. which
was granted only a P220 million increase as opposed to the full P288 millicn increase it sought.

Finally, the defense dimension is zlsc only part of the b ﬁh&‘}‘ié‘?*;oﬁ sffort in Marawi. Afler a

recent trip there. Lorenzana said that this afforl 2 a who d end up being much more than the
initial government estimate of around P56 billion, and that inwmakers wiil need to approve an additiona!
P 10billion for this year to start that process. Though part of this can be achieved with the help of foreign
donars which have already begun pledging some funding, including Australia, the United States, Japan;

end, China, and the Europeari Unjon, there will n neeq 1o be some funding.aliocated domesticaliv.for...

Th
Mror Afc xc Phium nes Seanais Endumc Demmze T ies Un\ ler {Jutertﬂ”

' _.J’Cﬂl:: ééWe% fSﬂe “US

hﬁD ,Lmd oiomal, uD"ﬂiZ 708 battle-for- mﬁ"aws—oeaan'w-gh!rm ine-rmifiarys-budget-chailenoe/
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