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Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereng says allegations against her in the impeachiment
complatnt fled by lawyer Lorenze Gadon are ‘wtterty fatse’ and based on ‘grresswork.’

gy Vince F. Monate
and Wizre Jayson Cayabyab
@7 eam_inguirer

Chief justice Maria Lourdes
servenc hac sought the dismissa)

“ECHE impeachment tomplaint

=g py & lawver in the House of

S pBhressn Ve s painstierslis

acains. Serenc. such as her feii-
J“L L Geliars het red wealth.
Cpuvmp § hury car with gov-
ernment junds  and

guestionabie gecisions without
ing feliow magisirates.
A Her - attornev-s:

Seven

feor for randiing the govéri

ment stit against Philippine in-

‘stivutionkrbecaust: A1

maling

ing s lack of ampeachabie
grounds ang "urterky false” alle-
gatians.

In & verified answer submit-
1ed to the House commitige on
justice on Monday, Serenc said

she-could-not-be-held.liabie for...

“cylpabie violation of the Con-

Alr

rernationd.
were properiv y
cratements 0f asseis
A€ Tiet wortn (Sl
o Grdon's claims

She noted that the alvgation
i abired o sunD
mitred before-she jo
digiary in 2020,
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rione were “guesswork bused oL
newspaper reports” anc
“hearsay sources.”

The House commitiee oL
Sept. 13 found the impeachment
cornplaint  filed by Lorenzo
Gadon.sufficient in form and

substance, paving the wayv for
1.3 hear the charpes

Serenc poimec oul L6al

‘was WOUIG OT DE Fe-

The

arireiv i her 2016
Lauh pecanse these were Ie-
A arae

corved nerwaern 2004 w0 20085,
She explained that of the
Yor. (50g5.507.600

Trar = il 1Segs,
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FROM A1

million through the years on her
house and lot, her Toyota Altis
vehicle, various shares of stock;

medical and “foneral -experises "

for her mother and her fattier-
in-law, and tithes and offerings.

She denied tharging the
government an “exorbitant”
fee, saying the case involved a
$1-billion claim against the gov-
ernment and her $80 hourly
rate was discounted.

SCresolution

Sereno denied falsifying any

Supreme Court resolution and

‘manipulating the Judicial and

_Bar, Council (BC), allegations

tice ta-issue administrative or-

ders because as “head of the en-

tire judiciary,” her “broad ad-~

ministrative powers” had been
supported ' by “long- standmg
practice and tradition.”"

- Even-if:De:Castro; dlsagreed
_w1th the reopenmg of RCAO 7, it

could niot be considered an “im-

" peachable offense.”

TRO on party-list group

Sereno also denied tamiper-
ing with De Castro’s draft tem-
porary restraining order (TRO)
in the leadership dispute of the
Coalition of Assoctations of Se-
pior Citizens in the Philippines
to benefit other party-list groups

affected by a Commission on

Electmns (Comelec) resotution.

based on issues mostly raised

by:Associate Justice T
_ ‘Leonardo-de Castro.
The alleged violations of the
two bodies' collegial decision-
making processes arose from
“differences in opinion with re-

spect to the internal processes”™

- and did not imply any violation
-of the Constitution, Sereno said,

SERENO’S REPLY Members of Chief Justice Maria Lourdes:
Sereno’s legal team~—Anzen’ Dy, Dino Tamayo and Aiexander

. Poblador--show to;ournahsts her reply to the lmpeachment
complamt ﬁled by’ iawyer Lorenza Gadoni- GRiG c. MoNrEGRANnE

“Since “the " TRO™Wds" ‘1551161.13-:..3

£ Was on Sum-

while the full cour

ronsideration De Castro’s “rec-
ommendatory action.” '

~She reasoned-that upon-her.
evaluation, a Comelec resotution

could not 1 be restrained in favor_ _

-She gald t.was. fais o,

'she acted unilaterally in reviv- -

ing Regional Court Adminisira-
tion Office 7 (RCAO 7) because
the order had already been ap-
proved through Supreme Court
resolutions. She denied that the
fuil court had issued a Tesolu-
tion scrapping the resolutions
that created the office.

The reply stated that it was
siot unheard of for a Chief Jus-

"group bl not th thel
" Sereno said there Was o vi-
olation when it came to the al-
leged “delay” in the transfer of
cases against the Maute group
outside Mindanao.

The high court initially found
it logical to assign the cases to
the Court of Appeals’ Cagayan de
Oro station and it took some

“time to coordinate with the au-
thorities before finally concur-

IS

the order was thus 1ssued under
her own authority, taking into -,

“tion"of the JBC—the body that
..vets judicial appointments for
the President—Sereno said she
was merely expressing concerns
‘Yegarding ‘the: “qualification;:of

" - ‘integrity is-called into question.

rule, wl-uch reqmres ’che'= N

in the shortlist when his

.-She noted that the Supreme

"Couzt, in reinstating Jardeleza
to'the. hst did not even strike

down the JBC rule as unconsti-
tutional.

ziShes also said.she was el e

“then Solicitor . ‘General “Francis

Jardeleza to be appointed to the
Supreme Courtin 2014.
" The ‘tribunal in 2014 rein-
stated Jardeleza to the shortlist,
‘allowing President Benigno
Agquino I 1o appoint him as
Supreme Court justice.
Sereno denied she was out fo
“manipulate” the President’s se-
lection and invoked the JBC's una-

‘tled'toher own opinion” in ques-. .. . .

tioning }ardeleza s integrity over
his position in the arbitration of

the maritime dispute between
the Philippines and China. -

Nominees to Sandiganbayan
Jardeleza was not furnished
a written statement cut of a
“go0d faith desire to keep the
matters regarding the objection
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- tohis nomination confidential,”

the reply stated.
On the “clustering” of nomi-

- nees adopted for the six-simul-

taneous vacancies at the Sandi-
ganbayan, Sereno denied “ma-

~-nipulating” the process.so-that . -
B it “would “Have “to

" chovse oné nominee sach fom
- separatelistsforthe Positiofiss:

~Sereno said the JBC adopted
the system as a collegial body.
Even if she was the body's ex-
officio chair, she was only enti-
tled ta one vote.
Through the reply her legal

-team ‘submitted tc the House
' justice committee, Sereno ap-
.- pealed to-panel members . to
. “administer true political jus-

tice, with due regard, not onlyto.
B the facts and applicable law, but

: _':future of our dem

ard ‘on the dehvery'ef ']ust;ce

- through the ongoing reforms.”
She cautioned lawmakers’

that her impeachment on “false

~and flimsy grounds” would not
only inflict injustice on her but

would also undermine the inde-
endence

“T,hey will usher instabijlity.

' and inflict injustice to the na-

tion,” she said.
In a press conference,

“ lawyer Jojo Lacanilao said

Sereno would not step down
from her post and would fight

the judiciary and. .
x ntal-principle :of -
' separatmn of powers tc the

© detriment of the republic,

the impeachment complaint
“She is resilient, she will stay
on,” he said.

Others. ot Sereno’s " legal
team - were lawyers = Alex
Poblador, - Anzen— Dy,  Dino
Tamayo,.-Garlo -Cruz;- Josalee
Deinlz and Aldwm_ Salumbides.’
i Pobladbr said the members of

“ the Housé must *decide on the
- basis of facts and .applicable Jaw,

riot on the hasis of the dictates of
their political leaders following
sorne kind of political agenda.”

‘Open minds
He later clarified ‘his re-
marks. “It's not a staterent ‘of
fact. It is a statement of ‘possi-
bility, with the hope that all of
them still have open minds.” -
- Salumbides said the Chief

Jusmce Was., hvmg up..to. her
-name f bemg serene m_the

agdinst her.
cause she knows in her con-
science that she did not tio any~

“thing wrong,” he said.’

Avote of one-third Uf the 293

“members of the House will send

the articles of impeachment 1o

'the Senate WhOSE memberswd}-; L L L D

Serve as }udges inthe triak: 2
If impeached, Sereno would
be the second Chief Justice to

. suffer such a fate following.her
predecessor. Renato Corona

was impeached in December
2011 and found guilty by the
Senate in May 2012 for failing to
disclose his real wealth in his
SALN. INQ

¥
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¥
T a
total of P92 million in bribes to
former Bureau of Customs chief
. Nicanor Faeldon and ‘other cor-
“rupt-officials in less than ayear
. that he was doing business at
2 ARe BOC. o e e
“Testifying atthe resumptioriof the -
inquiry of the Senate Blue Ribbon
committee into the reported corrup-

Faeldon files ethics complaint vs
Trillanes. See Page 2.

tions at the bureau, Taguba made a
PowerPoint presentation on calls,
text messages and bank statements
on his transactions with BOC officials
since he began as a “player” or fixer
in August last Kear, until he stopped
last June after the drug shipment was
seized by Customns Intelligence and
Investigation Service operatives in
- Valenzuela City.
Taguba had estimated that he was
pushing 100 shipping containers a
_ - ; week, and paying P27,200 in fara or
OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC A bribe per container to several cOrrupt |.com - Te! no. (02} £45-9555 Local 5285 5705

, . Turn to Page 7 -
Army S e e g T EURIE. DECUNING the iang.
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the release. o

..C_ustoms..off-ic-ials==-wo’uld e

consolidated with the NBI
complaint. . .
“This will avoid conflicting

- decisions on the complaints,”
Reyes'told reporters in an in-
. terview after the hearing. -

- In its  complaint, the N_BI

rocessing of the o

~

Dong later contracted Tagu-

. ba, who has been testifying in

‘congressional inquiries about
. the drug smuggling case, and
. Marcellana as brokers, -

Tatad owns the EMT Trad-
ing, which was used by the

v Chinese a
ties as the real.owners of the

- shipmenit. Their alleged local
_contact, Fidel Dee, was ar
rested by authorities upon .
“receiving the coritraband. -
 Apart from drug charges,
L1, Dong and Taguba were also -
~ - charged with unauthorized

“practice of customs broker

“profession under Republic

-~ Act 9280 (Customs Broker Act)

- after it was found that they

did not have necessary licenge
from the BOC. R
The drug shipment arrived

at the BOC last May 17 and was

released from port on May 23.

Both Chen and Li denied
having any knowledge that
there were drugs in the ship-

1at:Chen tapped-Li

the shipment declared
# hes ,footwear and -
- moldings froni the BOC, 1j
. then #apped Dong o look for-
- @ customsbroker to facilitate

uthori-

"MERt, nitially declared as

kitchenware, footwear and

“moldings.

Newly installed BoC com-
missioner Isidro Lapefia
warmned officials and employ~

- ees of the bureau that tara or

-...-'bribe;is_ ilegal. ERIE I
know arithmetic, as I
10w the correct VahisHon.
‘of goods: If dhy of you hindi

Sumunod sa famanyg (do not fol-

low theright) valuation, you

are giving me the reason t6 do
what you don't want to hap-
pentoyou,” Lapena said af the
Ninoy Aquino International
Alrport (NAJA) yesterday.

He said that now is the time
to “rebuild our image, we will
fight corruption, improve the
services” of the embattled

can pay the right taxes due the

government,” he added. _
Lapefia also said there

4re promotions forthcom-

© ing to some 587 positions in

the BOC that need qualified

Sendority will be the prior-
ity in the promotion, he said,
because some employees who
have been in the bureau for de.
cades have not been promoted.

- Lapefia awarded a plaque of
recognition to NAIA BOC dig-

trict collector Ed Macabeo who
is retiring this month after 36
years of service with “honor”
— With Edu Punay, Rudy
Santos :

Gh_ei‘geWi-llsbe-n@ Moretara: ™

holders, that they i

i B45- : 5285, 5295
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BOC officials.

He paid out a total of about
P92 million from August to
early June.

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, who
e arlier delivered a privilege
s peech, said Taguba is just one
of 44 players at the BOC who
&1} pay tara to release each con-
tainer they bring in through
the couniry’s ports and Fael-
don gets a share for each.

Shipments covered by
bribes are allowed to pass
through the “green lane” or
express lane where they are not
subjected to inspection.

Lacson also said the #ara
does not end there, since some
shipments already facilitated
by the fixers or have passed

F rompaget

The remaining P27,200 is
the grease money, divided
among various offices includ-
ing the port collectors, BOC
X-ray division, Import As-
sessment Services, Intelligence

Group, Formal Entry Division,

Enforcement and Security
Service, and the Assésément
and Operational Coordinating
Group. 2
“That’s what I call double
tara or two-face. You imposed
tara, it (shipment) was brought
to the green lane and pro-
cessed, and they're imposed
tara again by issuing a special
stop ordes,” Lacson said.
Meanwhile, three more in-
dividuals tagged in the smug-
gling of the P6.4-billion shabu

~through the greeni Tane sre
put on “alert” or issued “stop
“orders” for' which 'the brokers
need to pay more.

But what will pin down
Faeldon, Lacson said, was the

issuance of special stop orders
on shipments that can only be
authorized by the office of the
BOC commissioner,

- Invhis presentation, Taguba
showed some “stop orders”

on some of his shipments that
he had asked to have lfted
using his connections in the
BOC.

Estimated cost per container
is about P170 03 of which
about Poth 0tk gores 1o e ship-
ping line; container deposit,
P15,000; arrastre P2,235; truck-
ing, P10,000; duties and taxes,
40,000,

shipment seized last May
yvesterday, denied .criminal

““charges before the Department

of Justice (DOJ).

In preliminary investi-
gation hearing, Customs
brokers Taguba and Tee-
j8y Marcellana and Filipino-
Chinese businessman Chen

Ju Long alias Richard Chen.

all submitted their counter-
affidavits denying charges of
importation of illegal drugs
under Republic Act 9165
(Comprehensive Dangerous
Drugs Act). :

They asked investigating
Assistant State Prosecuter
Aristotle Reves to dismiss the
complaint fited by the National
Bureau of Investigation (NBI)
for lack of probable cause.

In the hearing last Sept. 18,

of Customs:as Seriators R
on-atthe Senate yesterda

two other respondents - Dong
Yi Shen alias Kenneth Dong
and importer Eirene May Ta-
tad - appeared before the DO}

and also submitted counteraf-
£ it o

TAONVIS QU

i the charges.
i coret of the
respondents who failed to ap-
pear before the DOJ - includ-
ing Li Guang Feng alias Manny
Li and Taiwanese nationals

T e on .
Koves sqn o

Mark Taguba (standing) details alieged anomalies at the Bureau
ard Gordon and Panfilo Lz

" GEREMY FINTOLD

Chen Min and Jhu Ming Jyun
— have lost their opportunity
to answer the charges and the
complaint against them was
considered subrnitted for reso-
fation.

The prosecutor said simi-
lar complaints iiled by the
Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency against former com-
missioner Faeldon and other
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ing :
lias destroyed much of the; grandly -
named Sultan Omar Dianalan

i Boulevard shows Just how much

WAR-SCARRED STREET - Army Scout Ranger Gapt. Arnel Carandang surveys
damaged houses and bueildings on Sultan Omar Dianalan Boulevard i Marawi
City, scene of intense fighting between government forces and islamist
terrorists. (Ranel Ranoce/Reuiers)
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Southeast Asian region,
. ¢ But'when the fighting started, Phil-
.Ippine authorities were nnfazed . .-

militants took over large parts of
picturesque, lakeside Marawi in May,
the country’s defense minister, Delfin
. Lorenzana, predicted the entire conflict
“would be overinone week' *: e
.. Now, after four months of intense
-aerial bombardment and house:hy:
house battles, Philippine commanders

_belieye they are in the final’ stages of
- thi st the rebels from

peration

- In-the past two weeks, military of
ficials say they have conquered three
militant bastions, including a mosgue,
and restricted about 60 rernaining guer-
rillas to-about 10 devastated city blocks
in the business district. Patrols have
‘been‘increased o the lake to prevent
the supply of armaments and recruits
to the holed-up militants. © -+~

© Military officers who have skir-
mished for years with Islamic insut-

* gents in'the southern Philippin

“the hatile it Marawi as been’

" The Islamic State militants are
better armed, with high-powered weap-
ons, night vision goggles, the latest

- sniper scopés and surveillance drones,

--gaid-Captain-Arnel-Carandang; of the
Philippines Army First Scout Ranger

‘a“decade in the remote jungles and
mountains of Mindanao, the southern
Philippines region that has long been
wracked by insurgencies. Now, Caran-
dang says, the military is in unfamiliar
urban terrain, ' '

The militants have exploited the
battlefield to their advantage and held
off Philippines forces despite a 10-to-1
numerical advantage for the govern-
ment troops.

Borrowing heavily from Islamic
State tactics in the Iragi city of Mosul,
they have subrounded themselves with
hostages and used snipers and a net-
work of tunnels, : : :

S8Y....ing to those who'escape

more

e

Marawi’s underground drainage
system and “rat holes” — crevices in
the walls of high floors allowing access
to adjacent buildings — have enabled

“{he rebels to evade bombs and remain

undetected, soldiers at the battlefront

- “We believe there have been some
foreign terrorists thathave been direct:
ing their operations that's why they are,
how doT definethis, really good,” said

~“Carandang i

. “We have seen some cadavers of
“foreigners: Some are white; sore are-
:black and some tall people we guess.

are Asians (from outside the Philip.

piries). We havé been hearing in their

transmissions sorrie English speaking
terrorists.” L e :

- v Scavengefor food 7

- Hostages~many of them Christians

— have been deployed to build impro-

 vised explosive’ deviees; scavenge for

food and weappus in the heat of battle

and fight for the Islamist rebels. accord.

“When w

iyt que, TEIR0, L

us,”an escaped hostage, who asked not

o be identified for safety reasons, told
Reuterslastweel ™~ oo

:"“We gradually hecame fewer: People

_would go on errands but they wouldm't-—
come back. They either escaped or died.

By the time I left, there were on

100 of:

The account could not he verified,”
but military officials confirmed theman
escaped from Marawi in early August,

The hostage said the militants were
excited by their successes in Marawd,
Speaking often of the advantages of
urban warfare and talking about some
of their next possible targets, including
other cities in Mindanao and the Philip-
pines capital Manila. . .

“They said they could hide well i
the cities. They can get civilians to he-
come hostages and it’s more difieuit in
the mountaing with only the soldiers,”
he said. .

i

i
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hundreds of thousands of residents
displaced and “embo!dened” Islamists,
Sinarirhbo said.

“They- proceeded with the aerlai.,_._. i

sl Colotiel Jose Maria Luerpo ‘deputy
. .commanderofthe 103 defi
R o

N bembmg bt they didn't take the city®

Sinarimbo said. "The mxhtary }ost
authority.” .
In addition, the devastatmn of the

_ c1tyW1H pIaymto militants’ hands;creat:

Ing resentment and further radlcailzmg

: many youngsters; he said.

-Marawi residents in evacuation
centers or staying

spokesman for the local government’s

“erisis management authority. Some
-residents were disappointed and angry

thatrequests for a moratorium on bank

“loan repayments had not been met, he

told Reuters,

‘Many of the fighters are young

“recruifs, who are fanatical and aecom-

plished fighters, the soldiers said.
-“By the way they move and their tac-
ties, you can see they've been trained,”

_ relatives.
elsewhers are’ ‘becoming increas-
ingly/frustrated; said Adiong, who is'g"

. Bri

.~ Proposal rehuffed '
- Miich of this bloodshed - couId have
been avoided, local polmcal leaders
told Reuters..

: -Naguib Smanmbo | Mushm Ieader :
Who has negotiated between the mili-
tary and Islarnzc‘separatzsts foryears, &

“covered this mnnth in Marawz 5 Grand"

Is}amtst groups {otake the lead in oust-
ing the Islamic State militants.

The groups were familiar with
Marawi’s terrain and, through family
and clan links, could influence many of
the fighters to lay down their weapons,
they told the armed forces.

The proposal was rebuffed, Sinarim-
bo said. Air power, the military assured
them, was the path to a quick win.

Zia Alonto Adiong, a provincial poii-
tician, said the military also had doubts
about the loyalty of some of the “political

-personalities” offering to provide their
militias to push out the fighters.

The result was a city in ruins,

5

Philippines central bank governor
Nestor Espenilla told Reuters legisla-

... Hon would be rieaded for.a. debt mera-
" torium and was being stndied. s

-Mindanao has longbeei, marred by

the decades of Muslim hostility to'rule

from Manila, After years fightinginsur--
gent groupsandthen’ long negotiations;”

- the government signed an agreement

in 2014 to give Muslim majority areas in -

“Mindanao dutonory. But the deal has:
: been long delayed..

e greund topiantviolentexirermism _
.-Adiong said. “There is.q nérratzve ‘of -
“social injustice that is: strong Young-_f.
- people are fed up with the peace’ Pro-.

cess and nothing ¢onerete or sustaifi-
able has developed.” -
“[The militants) use this as the bams :

‘to entice people, to get support of the -

local peopie ”
Last 'stand? - e, .
“In Maram someinthe armedforces '
are hopeful that at least some militants -
‘will surrender and hand over hetween

~A5:te-50-civilian: captives“Carandang,”

t, o :_'the_Scout Rangers captam H

) preparing for a bioody ﬁnal stand

“We are monitoring the enemy s
transmissions and it’s like during

~these final days they are being miore
..fanatical,” he.said.-“Transmissions-

indicate they are prepamng for suicide
bombmgs ”

Mosque, a former stronghold of the

" militants, government sources told
~Reuters.

Suicide attacks are rare in the
Philippines despite decades of Islamist
insurgency.

"That’s the difference between here
and Syria and Irag,“ said Ordiales, the
marine general. "It’s almost the same
war tactics and fighting tactics, the one
thing that's not the same is the hurman
bomb or the suicide bombing. -

“It hasr't happened, not yet.”

}
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By John Paolo Bencata o
5 RESIDENT Rodnge_~_Duterte once

again floated th

a general amnesty to cormunist

s "‘I‘or the rebels who sim-
pIy wanted to topp}e {the]‘r'

rebéls but only if they would surrender.” .. ..
“and give up their armed struggle agamst
- the government.. ..

Gver the Weekend. "

you' 've killed. If Congress

‘3p
fo1 e Davao-based jo oumalssts -
© T frent will not succeed.
' “There won't be czny ha—_ L
‘rassment.” T ‘will ‘not “make”
Y account-for-the-peeple

will ot get” he said, refer-

ring to the founder of the

" Commmunist Party of the

Philippines [CPP], Jose Ma.
Sison. “If you fight for 50
years, 100 years, you’ll et

“ngthing from the ™ povern-

ment, Even the peopie dont
want the communists.”

Early this month, Duterte
said that he is considering

eventual resumption of the
peace talks, but nevertheless
said he could not accede to
their demand that all politi-

cal pnsoners be released. -
“The™"CPP ~mgped’ the
Duterte government as “an-
ti-people,  pro- -imperialist,
and fascist” for “embarking
Next page

“gll - jost” agree “with - me,
[maybe}-1 will- ;ust declare

“general’ arnnesty Dutex‘ce

sf:ruggle ‘against the g Vem—

“You’'ve been thete. for 50 :
years but nothing has hap-~

ened,”> Duterte said inamix
7

of Engtish and Filipino.

“whethe C "ﬂoffer:' o

on effons o undermine the very institutions that serve as 4.
check on his executive powers,”. including revived threats to
declare roartial law natxonwnde and 1mpose a revolutionary
-government. -

Duterte ended the peace talks with the Communist Party of
the thppmes-NatmnaI Democratic Front in July following
4 series of attacks of jts armed wing the New Peaple’s Army
against government forces. '
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CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna
- }(‘I:ziﬁhg;ds of residents left their
houses on Sunday to avoid being
in the crossfire after govern-
clashed with communist
‘Barangay Talumpok

* - The encounter lasted for
about 40 minutes, resulting
_ inthekilling of one suspected
. member of the New People’s
- Army (NPA) while several
rebels were wounded, police

offidals'said. -

«morningarebel camponMt.

- 365 residents of Sitio Tibig
in Barangay Talahib Pan-
- dayan near Mt. Banoy and
from Barangay Masagitsit

" Afound 70 others fled to

.alta; Batangas: police direc-
. tor, ‘said government forces
" reportedly overran yesterday

- Banoy in Batangas City, .
* - The evaciiees dncluded .

" more than 500 residents

- and Banalo of Lobo towm.

Banoy in Barangay Talumpok
Silangan where at least 30
NPA guerrillas encountered
members of the Air Force and

'_10ca1' police.” -

- The Army’s 202nd Infantry
.. Brigadereported thatelements
~of the 730th Combat Group/of -

the AirForce and the Batarigas
police Provincial Public Safety

" Company were conducting
| seturity operations when they

encountered :the ‘rebels who
had set up camp on Mt. Banoy.
- . Troops also found strings
tied ‘around the perimeter of
the camp supposedly intended
to detonate improvised explo-
sive devices. . .

-~ Maj. Gen: Rhaderick Paray-

Cguerriilasin ) ‘ /U others tled t0 -~ no, Commander 2nd Infan
Gilangan in Batangas City. .o -villages in Batangas-City ivision, said that the NPA
T Turn fo Page 7 “The evacuees s itored in the area by o
vilians who helped in the in-
elligence gathering thatledito.

ing operations are ongoing,”

- Peraltartold The STAR.- -

troopers and NPA rebels.
i+ Jesus Lorenzo Mateo,

Deépartment of Education”

undersécretary for planning

‘and field operations, said -

nine elementary schools
and three high'schools sus-
pended classes, . -

Mateo said that none of
the 12 schools was used as
an evacuation center for resi-

dents who fled their homes.

Peralta said the encoun-
ter started at around 8:50
am, at the vicinity of Mt.

- morning after government. .-
. troops invaded the encamp- -
mentof therebels while clear-

" ammunitionand o

scovery of the'rebe] camp.
- Peralta said troops were
deployed in the area follow-

ing reports that rebels had
established a makeshift camp
Seized from the NPA's camp

le, different
ther valuable
items including documents.

.- Peralta said a rebel not yet
‘identified ‘Was also tecovered

at the site. o i

~ Blocking force from the mili-
tary at possible enemy exit
points was established and all
chiefs of police from different
police stations were crdered

to monitor and visit hospitals

in their area where a number
of wounded communist rebels
fled after the dlash, Peralta said.
~With Michael Punongbayan,

‘Rainier Allan Ronda
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Government security forces"
have thwarted possible bomb
attacks with the arrest of three
suspected Abu Sayyaf bomb
experts in this city, officials
said yesterday.

One of those arrested, iden-
" legedly on a mission to carry

out bomb attacks on orders of
- vented another attempt to-
“bombselected targetsin North -

tified as Omar Askali, alias
“Ayub, is said to be a follower -
of Basilan-based Abu Sayyaf

leader Furuji Indama, accord- -

ing to Col.-Leonel Nicolas, -

“ducted by

e

7

“nade, & mobile: phoné'aﬁd {v{ro': .

plantediin the dity, based:oriin<

formation provided by Askali.

:.;'-1den’c1f1cation cards, NICOIES;_ _ :

F 6110W—ﬁ

and a certain Shayif, in Baran-
gay Taluksangay.
The two suspects were al-

Indama.
”Intelllgence rep orts

operatlcn con=
e same team re-
sulted in the arrest.of Mu-
“karam Sapie, alias Mukram,

“ Policeand the mﬂitary

“stepped up ‘sécurity in the’

city in preparation for the

month-long celebration of the”
© Zamboanga Hermosa Festival
“starting Oct. .- -

o Cotabato bon‘ébf '-

plot foiled -

- Meanwhile, authorities pre-

Page:

H

s

'Lac;ltugan was arrested at
s hideoutin Barangay Na-

“balawag at-around 8 a.m. by

police and military troopers.
Reports said the team re-
covered from the suspects

“two rifles, a rocket-propelled

grenade, two 45 caliber pistols

" and bomb paraphemalia.

Residents tipped off the

.Army’s 34th Infanty Battalion
‘about Ladtugan’s hideout,

accordmg to Lt. Coli-Gerry
i nge Ammy's sth C‘zwl—

: ya
joint team of the police and
military on Gov. Lim Avenue
at around 10:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday.

The suspect y:elaed a gre-

clruef of }om’t Task Force Zam~ '

'C:.'.:Niéc.aglas sa}d addmg A;.skah is
one of Indama’s most frusted.

.showed the- group WOUld_

men.
Nicolas said they are track-
ing down two improvised

explosive devices set to be”

Bangsamoro,] slaumc Freedom

Fighters (BIFF) in Midsayap
town yesterday. -

Muslimin Ladtugan,-alias
Commander Mus, was placed
under the joint custody of the

‘police and military, according

has been planning to avenge

the death of 27 BIFF men killed
“in encounters with Morg Is-

lamicLiberation Front fighters,

-~ With John Unson

! C'FF”“E L;F ir! APM‘ ':‘"‘”:F F‘UdulC Auﬁ\‘k‘

f

;(U

I
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' (PNA} wz The military and the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) have
pressed their offensive against an
Magumdanao s second distriet. ©

_ ﬁred artﬂlery shots towards Barangay

infured when the military launched

. artillery strikes against a BIFF fac-

uFFqu OF THE APM! "H!EF 9bo iC AFFAIRS -

"*‘l\w’

OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRE -

CAMP SIONGCG,- Magmndanao :

Islamie State (IS)-inspired group in .
.Farly Monday morning, the Army ..

‘Muslin iri Gwndulungan, Maguindanao
after biack ﬂag—carrymg suspected"
th

members o SIS-mspu"ed Bangsa'mdz"o'
. IslamicFreedom Fighters (BIFF) were -

Qo 2 et e Ay Hidl

kR

Emali add: 6ac

Arvin John Encinas.

Speaking for the Sixth Infantry DiVI—' :
sion, Encinas said the preemptive artil- ...
Jery strike was launched after military -
units in Guindulungan learned ‘of the
. ’suspicious convergence of followers'

of BIFF leader Imam Bengos ahas'

Commandér Bongos, i
barangay there

e e

SE k’&i VHTL } &

4

clJU

”pa.armyztm@gmail.com - Tel no. (02)
RS

. tmn that med.to attack Army bases in
Guindulungari town, accordmg to Capt :

'tmggered sporadlc ﬁreﬁghts that have .
_already claimed the lives: of at least 40 :
: fﬁghiers fron. both sades L

; .dawn the joint persornel of the Army’s
-37th Infantry Battalion and 6th D’ 64th -
Division Reconnaissance Company -

R ——

Email aod. c,dupc army ?U mgn.ai, Lom

&L Sedunt Vi

Al Td PG

ke e

|. 5288, 5285

§45-0555 Local

Page: #{q

Jin Barangay Mushm Gumdulungan,'_'
" Maguindanao:: & :

Intelligence ofﬁmals saxd followers :
of Bongos tried to harass an Army
detachment in Guindulungan;but
changed their plan following the ‘mili-

. tary’s artillery bombardment..

i The MILF’s Task Force Tttihad {Um« :
ty) Had been battling the BIFF Esmael -
Abdulmalik faction after the Iatter tried
influence. MILF zdentlﬁed commmu

R
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Philippine Army vehicles and personnei wait along

“Commonwealth Avenuein Quezon'City to assist”

commuters during yesterday’s transport sirike, .
R i S MICHABL VARCAS
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By Marlcar Cmco
@marxcarcmcoiNQ

pme Army sa1d it had capmred a o
training camp -of ‘communist
‘rebels - deep .in ‘the forests ‘of
Batangas Cxty, after gunflghts_..

that drove hundreds of fariilies

to - evacuation cent:ers and_
forced_15 schools 1o suspend.:-:

poris . was, tightened around
. Batangas: Clty

The:clash between :;nemb ers
-of the New People’s Army (NPA)

and 730th Combat Group ofthe. ...

Philippine " Air Force  started

inthe the village of Cumba,
while 87 families in the village
of Talahib Pafidayan.

The city government had al-
so declared a two-day class sus-
pension in 15 elementary and
high schools in the villages of
Tibig, Cumba, Talahib Pan-

commander of : the__';
-Army’s. 2nd Infantry. Division,

‘on Monda saud more “soldiers
; ; ._eamed sabout, tbe NPA.c

d g/am. on -va__l_ggy‘_m Mt

~“Col. Arnulfo Burg

the Army's . “2oand” Tnifantry
Brigade, described ":the" en-"
cotinter sité as part of a moun-:
tain ridge that “yow'll probably
ask yourself: ‘Were there really
'penple living inthere?” soe oy
s “But yes, there wet:e he'

“parayno said “the” mshtary

army. hehcopters and bombmgs

- in the upland area on Sunday

" evehing, forcing hindreds of

families toleave their homes.:
_Jerson Sanchez of Batangas

'Clty s public information office

dayan, Talahib. Payapa, Sto.
Domingo, Maruclap, Conde”
Itaas, Talumpok Proper,
Talumpok Silangan, Haligoe
Sjlangan, Haligue Kanluran and
Sto. Nifo.

Parayno  said  military
planes unleashed three rockets

sa1d 50 famﬂles sought shelter
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01‘1 Sunday _

their group,”

Was: in the vicinity of ithe wvil-
e - Iages of .Cumba’ and  Talahib
: “They are trymg to resurrect

Parayno said of
.the rebel unit. He said govern- =
‘ment’ soldlers found: ‘miaterials
for makmg explaswes ‘which

oa Wayg tra1n~ v
g : '_forces clastied’ w1th at Ieast 16

- The Army reported at; least commurist rebels, led byacer-

one rebel slain i the gunfight

in ot heff 1solated”f: " Mer

Pandayan for the past four days
Tot & youth activity..:
“He could not be contacted

“anymmiore since ‘the encounter "
' Evangehsta said.” : :

. Parayno. satd government

tain ]ethro Di omsm beheved to

""'Arnoid “Bvangelista of - the

525 said the fami

and an undetermmed number

-be ldennfxed and extracted’’

from the cIash gite as of Monday
afternoon. - :
dncaa separate mtervmw

rights group Karapatan-Batan-

f_ John :g_{__ay__:_.___-the regmn. [NQ

gas, "Burgos replzed wheriasked
" how ‘the rebel presence war-
_ranted an air strike. - -

. .. The government has repeat-

edly-taunted -the NPA for its

dwindling force in that part of
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“The-Armed Forces of the
I’lnhppmes (AFP) is send-
ing more soldiers ‘to Ma;rawr'_' .
“cie the remairiing hostages.

“The focus of the operation

City’s main battle area ag it

. pushes 10 end the flght a gamst‘ s

the Maute group in the next
few days or weeks. -

Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez ]r
commander of the Western
Mindanao Command (West-
mincom), said some 60 fo 80

: _-_-troops would be dep}oyed for
the military’s continuing of-

fenszves artd ‘its efforks fo rek-

is still to rescue the remaining
hostages,” he told reporters

. yesterday, noting information
‘gathered from rescued hos-

tages could help soldiers carry
out effective rescue mission.

E—Ie sazd there BTE, about 4{)_.;{-
"'.to 45 hostages stll being held
~captive by the: Maute group,
which' reportedly has lost:

I1berate Marawz Clty

'The Marawi fighting. entered:? o
“its 126th day yesterday with.
' govemment troopsstlt ﬁghtmg '

“contro! of strategic 1oc:at10ns
likethe Bato mosque. = -4 o

“It will take days, but we -
‘can't specify if it's 10 days or

maybe two weeks,” Galvez
said when asked how much
time is needed to completely

to defeat the terrorist group. -

; Military officials earlier ad-

-mxtted that since the fighting
zone has become smaller, sol-

diers have to operate slowly
and more carefully.
~ Michael Punongbayan
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MARAW! CITY—The mili-
tary on Monday said fighting
in thisuined Istamic city will
be ovel W & few dave o
weeks and fuli-scaie rehabili-
tation wiil start in October.

Lt. Gen. Carlito Gatvez,:

chief of the military’s West-

ern Mindanao Command, al-~
50 briefly presented to media:
four.male. hostages. rescued. oo

said
Smce Mav 23 ai’-'-leasi'-ﬁ?o' A

- last week bv soldiers at *hr
stz frontlineheres: s
Galvez said at }ﬂdst 46 Ome,

hostages were stll in the area.
He said the city would be
liberated from lslamic Stare

_{I5)-affiliated criminals in "0

davs or fwo weeks.”
“That’s ou: lm:ehm " he

criminals, 149 soldiers and 47
civilians had been kiiled. while
1182 hosiages had been res-
Cued, —REPGRTE FROM JEQFFREY
MIAITEIV AND RICHEL W, UIVIEL !NQ
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KIDAPAWAN CITY—Commu-
nist guerrillas tapped a popular
video-sharing internet site to
show proof of life in the case of.

a captive police officer.: .«
... Members of New People’s

s {NPA} o tploaded ergp— :
Youtabe s shiee o o ' cused of,

YouTube & video showing PO1
- Bristol Catalan, captired by
guerrillas on Aug. 16, was still
alive.. o
- ‘Guerrillas tagged Catalan ag
.aprisoner of war, The police of-
Heer was driving. his.sons ‘6. .
school” in  the village of
Katipunan, - Makilalal - town,
.. .7Noy tabato when guerrilias =
~abducted hifm at gunpoint
~ Rigoberto Sanchez,
spokesperson of the NPA's
Guerrilla Front 53, said Catalan
was in good hands,
Inthe video, Catalan spoke of
being treated well by his captors.
He also made an appeal to the
military te suspend operations
against NPA in North Cotabato
while he was still in captivity.

- sanchez accused the police

- and “miflitary of ‘sabotaging et

forts to free Catalan by launch-

- ing offensives .against NPA in
- theprovinee: o

Kidapawan Bishop Jose Col-
in Bagaforo had appealed to the
guerrillas to free Catatan,

© ~“‘Catalan’s two children, ‘whe

.were with bim when he ‘was

- seized,” had stopped going ‘o

schoel and . showed signs: of

- trauma, according to the bishop.:

The rebels did not say what

-offénse-Catalan-was being ac:

T Wwifersdidin
radio interview that her anguish
over her husband's fate..was
eased by the video. She, howey-

¢r, repeated a plea for the guer-

rillastofree her hushand, saying. -

the police officer had done noth-
ing W;:on_g_ag_ainst_gue_r_ri_ﬁas

freed 3" policéman” in
Lupon, Davao Oriental, .

President Duterte thanked
the Communist Party of -the
Philippines and the National
Democratic Front of the Phitip-
pines “for the humanitarian
gesture of reieasing a police-
man taken hostage.” —EDWIN
. FERNANDEZ

i
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FRGT s’ pray

overmment forces thwarted

A4 bombing Zamboanga City fol-
lomngthe arrestoftwo of their members

plans by fhe Abui Sayyafunder
topleader Purifi Indamafrom’
- of Abu Sayyaf member Omar Askahi;

 alias “Ayub,” at Govemer L1m Avenue

Force (JTFY Zamboanga and the Z

_boanga City Police Office launched
& courter action agamfst ‘the group :

A LA BULLETIR

THE NATWKE LEATERD NIWERLPTER

Tﬁ;"m_‘ Sk, hﬁﬁmﬂ@

: Army Colonel Liéonel Nicolas, com-
ander of JTF Zamboanga, said intel

. ligence reports revealed that Askali’s
- group was ‘planning to bomb public

piaces i the c;ty three days from Sat-

Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

urday He saad thig- prampted troops to
‘conduct a joint operation with the poliee
to capture the bandlts and preempt f.hesr

“aHand grenade "a celhﬂarphone and two' '
s Adenhﬁcatmneard_ - e

weed Expiosrve Devmes :
- Further information disclosed that

' Mukaram Sapie alias Mukram, and one

_ Shaylf were: sent by Indama to conduct
‘na folIow up operam)n, government

: forces alsonabbed Mukram inB

P
*The ares was stﬂl being searched
 for another IED since information from
Askali revealed that Moukram was keep-
ing two IEDs.

. “Our successful offensives were
complemented by the intensified con-
duct of intelligence operations and the
strengthened collaboration with the

- police, thus preempting the bandits from
executing their terror plan. I commend
the troops of the JTF Zamboanga for a
Jjob well donte,” said Lieuteriant Generai

_Carlito . Galvez Jr, commander of the
Western Mindanao Command.

. Follow-up operations are still ongoing

i to arrest other members of the group.
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aute terronsts ms1de'-

e A51de from L{heratm g Maram from_
. the hands of the Maute terrorists,
mand (AFP-WestMinCom) o1 AFP Western Mmdanao Command  Galvez said, the focus of their operataon
. -‘Mondayconfirmed the reseue';;.-:- : (WestMlnCom) chief Lt. Gen.Carlito. - s still fo rescue the remammg hos-
of three more hostages at the Mam_. Galvez said they are very cautious in - tages e
Batﬂe Area (MBA) in Marawi City. giving details, especially on their ongo- Questzons on when the conﬂlc:t wxll
“ . Armiy Col. Romeo Brawner, deputy B mgoperauonsmorder not tojeopardize .. ¢ ould T:
j commander of the.Joint Task Force. . ‘che lives of the remaining hostages.
- Ranao, saadHaéoAbduﬂahNJconBa added that questions-on how -
T Ravnt the«other ‘hostages were rescned, fike s

and Abduinasser Ergas.M Fr..Chito Sogenub and Lordvin Acop

time Iast week by govemment forces- " “There are s 1}1 more or. o
.currently ‘engaged in a fierce battle hostages there. If we will reveai how and the sntua’oon are very volatile any-
with remaining member of the Daesh . werescued them it m:ght compromlse y _.t_lme we can oonductarescue operatlon

inspired Maute Group. . 7 the ‘ongoing rescue operatmns on t.he
i S They Were- rescued Iast Week..‘ _others;” Galver said... :
and are currently with their families .. “We cannot also reveal what we - To prevent ihe remammg mem-
_already,” Brawner said during-an in<" are domg th:h the hostages there’ : '..bers of the Maute Group from escap-

___'-_-_-'~tervie _ ngiand some; coftheirsupportersfrom. .
Vigie were able 10 tallk to thenyand ™" we: cannot teil to members of medta ? i
‘they were immediatély turned overto =~ Galvez said”. - groops-will be sent 1o Maraw1 C1ty,

‘Jocal government authorities following -+ Galvez said there are at least 60 to_ . officials said:-

Ty
~72 i’
i e -

[ i
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B 'f‘"'isme thathe was able fo' say mass smce
“he was captured by the terrorists.

Tt was a great celebration of ixfe B

_ for Irathier Chito whose personal safety

‘M Seprember 2017

1o know the real situation of the women

*hostages in the conflict. _
- ke According toPresidential Spokesmain. -
o Ernésto Abella, the time will come when -

;.. the President will come £ace to face Wlth .
- the rescued prxest

rr«gfg g ,;L’”“"éi;n W LEAB’TW‘

o+ President Rodrigo Roa Duterte has'.
s yet tomeet Catholic priest Father Tercs
il “Chito” Sogantib, one of the hostages o
. in Marawi City, Lango del Sur rescued . .. !
- last week after bemg held captive by the -
- Daesh: mspa.red Mau’re Group for almost
" fourmonths.

© . This was gathered after Duterfe ex-
: 'pressed his desire to talk to the prelate

i "‘I’m

- sure they will meef. Tjust don’t know when -
but ’'m sure fhey will meet),” he said...
..+ While Dutertewas in Davao Cityover .-
- the weekend,-Soganub was-able tooffici- 7
“te g A - Camp agninaldo last S

daythat was attended by about 40 military
d civilians, It was the firs

~.one of the things T-would Bke to know)-

“gon Tt-Col: Jo=ar Herrera saifl last June
_ thatsevenhostagestheywer_'eabieteres—_ B

e erm g L£or 7
o eoriceSiEss A el

[

KTREFAFLE

T s

President has-’-"’et m talk to Fn

Armed Fbrces of the Philippines (AFP

tions wotld be = wag na ‘yung sa giyera
(not about the war anymore) - how the
 women were h’ea‘ted there ” Dutertetold

reporters. .

“Kasi lahatngnakalabas naka—eskapo' '
" (Because every woman who was able -
. to escape), they said, nasa (it's in the}_
newspaper nakuha ko lang ‘yun sainyo
hedia (I only got it from the media); they =,
werebemgrepeatedlyraped' er"ymgh

siire i tirrie’ magluiuta ) it ey,

Yan isa $a ‘gusto ko [malaman (That

hcw was the freatment,” he continuied
- Joint Task Force Marawi spokesper—

ich
icludettbeing raped and being 0

was placed in danger because of the

gun batiles happenzng in Maram C}ty”

Abellasaid. -

“The mass is alsc a thanksglvmg for
the lives of those who were rescued,” he
added, noting that a total of 1,730 people
have been rescued by government forces
sofar =

According to the Palace official,
Soganub is also praying that he will be
ahle to say mass again ai the 8t Mary’s
Cathedral in Marawi City once the fight-
ingis aver.

Last week, Duterte said he wented to

‘steal from abandoned houses. .1
-“IThe] Worst thing [is] there arecages

-of female hostages forced to marty the”

~ Maute local terrorist group. They are -

18E Sl CE MR FES

Wl ARMY CHIEF PUB |7 AFFAIRS - Emai! add: oacpa.armyZGﬁ@gmM:ieM
I3 ~~ i = —_ 4
-

that_ Women hostageswere forced mto

.. 'hard on thig),? ' He said..

ot T I
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g.- T
o destroy the digmty of these women,”
Herrera hadsaid. _

2 re 1askec
;establishments {for]; é'm'xnumho i
firearms, cash, [and] gold,” he addéed..:
Accordmg to Duterte, chanub’
rescue was the result of a special ‘op-
eration and not the result ofa backdoor'

' negotxanon

- “Father Soganub was not released '

He was Hberated througha special opera-

{ion. Thig sabihin ginapang sila ng'mga
special forces or rangers (It means the
special forées or. rangers worked: real '_

: Accordmg o Duterte, ih

‘-dihan’ niyo :ako noon pa (0 made myself
. clear even before that) this will not.end
'.'untﬂ ﬂ_ae }a_st terrorist’ 1s_taken out ” Du

av ; almwed, orvmllnet aIiow abackdoo !

ST he warm Maram whleh started Iast

- May 23,2017, has resultedin fo the deaths
of 47 civilians as of September 24,2017,

— — 509G
<

£LOER 1k )E:
Emeléaaa CECPE. a;my"Lu f}gmall com - Telno. (G2 54 EES Loca! w._w_

[ £
— et b

Oi‘Fl"'“ OF THE ARMY Cr*li"F PUBL I”’ ﬁ-FrAiPQ -

e i@l

B Servng e peopie. SETUING

STy Core Purpose




Y

] 5

\Is

AT IS0

OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRE -

B
o

DL Seprember 2017

Group calls on
| f__uterte to lift

{
cmhan momtomng group here has
‘said ‘that there'is no longer ‘any need
for the continued imposilion of martial
law in Mindanao nearly four months
after President Rodrigeo R. Duterte
placed the entireisland under military
rule because of the armed intrusion of

. the Maute Group in Maraw1 Clty Iast
‘May23.

Ateneo de Davao Law School Dean'

Manuel Quibod, who was also ‘speak--

~<ngfor.the Ateneo Legal Aid.Services. . sy
(ALAS) said in:a press conference

only touse his’ “calhng ott powers” to
- deal with the remammg Maute Greup
_termnsts b
L The Constltutzon gwes the Presx-_______ o
dent authorlty 1o “suppress lawless
violenee, mvasmn or-rebellion” under

lawyers and civil soc1ety groups Whmh
calls itself Alistol. : e

«S-Emai%aod c.aur.: arnm ’( /mgn.az, LOm -
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... He said the group also appealed to
o our Dabawenyo Pres1dent Duterte,

f. eurtallment.o other rights hd

" He said Alisto! was also: concerned
about the ‘possibility of more “Infrac-
tions of human rights ‘processes,
“procedures; and the: ou‘mght abuse of
these rights.”.. "

2o Quibod: likewise cailed on t;he Pres:—.
“dent to’ 1ift Proclamation 218, “sooner _
‘than it is expected.”. .- :

.. He said that the Ahstc WthhIIS_

“We have a helpdesk hich will’
answer these:calls. The prncessmg
will be ‘donie hecause of validation
will be'made and ‘the documentation

--This-will be’brought to the legalteam
to make an assessment as Weli a8 to

“of ‘cases; theh we “will file’ cases that S
will be on, " he said. .o

Telno {U2; B4

he @and.

Qerving th Db, SElung




. . -
Artriv VIsion: PR Tads 3« 2y g - iy
iy aston: Sy 2028 & wore-class Army thal is a source of national prine

OFFICE OF THE A E i ad
RMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army2012@gmall.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

Page: \g

SR e [

VLLETIR

ik FLBERWPER

<R -
we T e T, 1R e fﬁ; o

b
-

1
"

=
b
(443
jin]
-
g
®
33
o
—
~

e cannot also surrender to them.
; n, tapos na ba lahat

gotiations already
. : £ “iovements” in the coming Weeks that' 7 d di?ih recentlyisthat;if they
- .and the Communist Party of . could possibly lead to'the resumption. are eager &0 e by

the Philippines-New People’s . of the peace talkS-With_the?Q__ﬁmmunistﬁ_j‘ Dureza said,
T - “Inig sabihin-nag-aantay siya ng sign

Army-National Democratic Front (CPP- msurgents. o
NPA-NDF) are not yet considered Gead, - . :“They (rebel groups) ‘have been . -he’swaiting for 2 signal). That's why He said, I néed to
and President Duterte is just waitingfor ~ fighting us for 50 years already, almost - waitforwhat we call an enabling enviromnen‘; (whichis)
“'signals" for him to resume it, Presiden~  halfa century. May nagmutate na nga conducive to paace negotiation, Bakit? Eh papaano nag-
tial Adviser on the Peace Process Jesus - samga NPAsna ‘yan,itong mga Maute ‘yusap tayo tapos nag-gigyera siia doon’sa Mindanao.-
Dureza said yesterday. :  (these NPAs have already mutated,  Pwede ba “yun? (Why? We're talking hiere but they ave
.- Speaking before local governmentof-  those Maute terrorists) but we have. -out theré in Mindanao fighting)) If they already see the.
: : T T T T message of the President at baka naman tatalima sila
(they might obey him), baka, (maybe) we may resume
_peace negotiations. There will be movements within

added.

~-nextweekor 0,216 ;

refusedto give further details of
happel

o8 not to jeopardize it. i vopeace) No way. Peace talk is
“ - “We, in OPAPE, while th onty one way to achigving peace;”,
negotiationsare offand the Presi- e explained. S

"

“namin (our job)
finding for ways and means on its Tight piaces as the work for
how to proceed with the peace = peace couldn’t be done with a
process. You Jmow very well that specified date. _—

" peace cannot only be achieved “Work for peace cannot be

by peace talks (alone). Akala kasi achieved with a timeline. Eh

" ng iba wala nang peace talks, matagal na kami nagsimula

~wala nang peace negotiations, hanggang ngayor nadite pa.rin,

“eh wala nang peace. (Othes  ako. We have to'do it one step at
think there are no peace talks, a time,” the OPAPP secretary

" no peace negotiations, s there’s  said,

b
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The Manila Times

.bembmg activities-in Zamboanga C}.ty with. -
fits'bomb-makers:-

—+thearrest-of:one

:Té.s'k Force Zémboang’a (ITFZ)

and Zamboanga City Police
Office launched an operation
_'agamst ASG member Omar Askali,

alias Ayub, along Gov. Lim Avente -

in Zamboanga City atabout 10:30

HARIFP AGUAK, Magumdanao Gov- _

ernment forces aborted a plan of the =
top Basilan leader Fum]1 Indama, .

J Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) to conduct

“is frained in makmg 1mprcmsed'
- ~ongoing as.of Monday.:

 that the group will bomb public
._bombmg operatlons w;thm

places in the city three days from

now. This prompted OUItroopsto’ . .
conduct ajoint operation with the -
~police to caplure the baridits and -~

' preempt their bomb pley,” Col.

+/eonel Nicolas, JTE Zamboanga. .

~j;exploswe dewces (IED)
T

B -'_-commandei', said.:

‘Recovered from Askah viere a -

'_hand grenade, a cellular phone
- and two identification cards.

Askali, a trusted follower ‘of

and a certain Shayif to conduct

the city.:

A fol%ow “up- operatlon on
; j"Sunday tesulted-if-the-arrest-of-—
“Mulzam in Barangay Taliksan-
gay.also inZamboanga City. .. .. 2

Page: Z} 7

Recovered from Mukram Was an

'IED and a .45 caliber pistol.:

- Thearea was also being searched

for ‘another [ED after Ayub re-
 vealed that Mukram was keepzng
twoIEDs, = .-

* Tollow-up operatmns were still

- “Our successful offenslves

_ 'c'omp‘l'emented by the

their térror plan, 11 Gen. Car-
lito Galvez Jr., Western Mind-

LoamionSunday. v
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[ET—
- ligence operations and the
strengthened - collaboration
“with the pohce, thus preempt-
~ing the bandits fmm executing

anao Command chief, said. . :
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_'MALACANANG is not discounting thei}"'man Ernesto AbV 'Ia sald Pres:dent:*
..posszblhtythat' amonaltenorgroupx:__ __Rodﬂgo Dutertes 8O- _qa led ] Lanao De!___ -
- Islamic State (IS) also funded'the attack ide LGked Dlagrarn-i: .

i City:as part of ‘miltiple  un e :

: '-_'iet"'s put it this way, I suppose there '-.dlcates, and terrér groups were part.of a
are multiple streams of income coming - "circuitous loop.”
in [to finance the Matte 'gro'up'] " Abe'ila . "We should say fot ust drug money,.

told reporters. - _ it's narco-politics. In other words, local
He also said the drug matnx only. _poht:aans, apparenﬂy down to the local-
proved that locaI executlves, drug syn—, LTl kFundedAZ
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| ievel, are al) participating in abet-

© ting the drug trade which is dlosefy
related to ~ apparentiy, it's a circa-
itous loop ~ government. drugs,
{and] 1error group,” Abella said.

On Friday, Duterte released the
diagram containing the names of
drug lords and politicians wha
allegedly funded the Marawi siege.

The President said the matrix
was a result of intelligence work
in the last three months, when
government tzoops were able to
gain access to Marawi.

The Palace official said Duterte
hada “plan in mind” against drug
suspects who helped finance the
Marawi attack.

“We can el} trust that the Presi-
dent will ~ not just the President

“'but 'the whole force of govern-

..ment.- will be exercised.in order_,__:__
t6 make sure that his campaign

promises regarding drugs and
corruption and crime will be ad-
dressed,” he added.

... Speaking to reporters in Davao
City, Duterte claimed the pur
poned 1 ernir in Souiheast Asia,

brothers who led the insurgencyin

Marawi City were far from “being
the maln protagonists,”

“0On the list, it's really those
who are in the government,” the
President said.

Duteric then dlaimed that slain
Ozamiz City Mayor Reynaldo
Tarojinog was one of those who
poured cash on the extremists that
occupied Marawi,

Some local officials in Central Min-
danac are also financdng terrodists, he
said. but did not elabarate

The single-page maltrix con-

tzined a column on each side.
The left named “drug lords,” who
included a number of incumbent
jocal executives, the right named
"drug dealers,” and the center con-
rained circles within which were
the names of "narco-politicians”
and other major plavers. Amows
showed their supposed connec-
tions 1o each other.

Among those mentioned in the
centerwas the “Parojinog Drug Trade
(Cramiz City},” an abvious reference
to the network allegedly run by the
late Mavor Revnaldo Parojinog.

Other politicians whose names
appeared on the matrix were
Mayors Noron Dadayan of Bua-
dipeso Buntong and Hadji famal
Abdusalam of Mulondo, and Vice

 MayoF Nofidin Adiong of Difsaas .
: _Ramazn, allin lanaodelSurThey ..o e
were'in the “drug lords” column.

Other names in the center were
former Marawi mavors Fahad
"Pre” Salic and Selitario Omar
All, who were both arrested soon
after the Marawi crisis erupted on
May 23, as well as Solitario’s son

< Afafat; the incumbent vice Tiayor. - L e A
The President further tagged ai

Jeast 19 “drug dealers,” induding
a counciler and several village
executives.

“all drug trade in LD§ pass 10
former mayor Pre and Soliurio
Hhrough] hamangar (village) dheir
man Aliedin, and Vice Mavor Arafat
and brother|s] Samer and Walid,
respectively;” the drug matrix read.

“Pre and Solitario awthored the
kidnapping and liquidation of all
druglords... Arrows indicate thedrug

tradie control relatdonship.” it added.
CATHERINE 5. VALENTE

;
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One week to cross a street;: How IS

B

pmned down Filipino soldiers in Mamwzz

BY TOM ALLARD

MARAWI CITY Wmh a grim-
ace, Brigadier General Melquia-
des Ordiales of the Philippines
1st Marine Brigade recounted the
painfol gains made against Islam-
ist militants in Marawi Ciry,

“It wook us one week from this
point to that point, to cross that
street,” he said, casdng his eyes to
the other side of a two-lane road
in the heart of the southern Phil-
ippines city, lined by three-storey

butldings shattered by air strikes

“‘house-by-house - battles,

tense actial bombardment and
Philip-
pine commanders believe they are
in the final stages of the operadon
to oust the rebels from the city.

In the past two weeks, military
officials say they have conquered
three militant bastons, including
a mosque, and restricted about 60
remaining guerrillas to abour 10
devastated city blocks in the busi-
ness district. Patrols have been in-
creased on the lake to prevent the
supply of armaments and recruits
to the holed-up milirants,

and the remaining walls nddled

with bullec holes,

Military officers who have skir-
-onished  for. vears..with. Tslamic .

terzain,

The militants have cxploned the
battlefieid to their advantage and
held off Philippines forces despite
a 10-to-1 numerical advantage for
the government troops.

Bomrowing heavily from Islamic
State tactics in the Irac city of
Mosul, they have surrounded
themselves with hostages and
used snipers and a network of
tuntels.

Marawi’s underground drainage
system and “rat holes” - crevices

i the walls of high floos allow.
‘ing access o adjacent buildings -
have enabled. the rebels 1o evade ..

“Ttwas reaﬂy VErY, verv tong;
The grinding wrban warfare that
has destroyed much of the grand-
ly named Sulran Omar Dianalan
Boulevard showrs just how much of
a threat Ishmic State is to the Phil-
ippines and potentially other coun-
tries in the Southeast Asian region.

o eBurewhen the: fighting starred;..
- -Philippine--authorities - -were -un-

fazed.

After the Tslamic State-backed
militants took over large parts of
picturesque, lakeside Marawi in
May, the country’s defence min-
ister, Delfin Lotenzané, predicted
the entre conflict would be over
i one week,

Now, after four months of in-

"msurgf:nt% in the ‘southern Philip-

pines say the batie in Marawi has
been more intense and difficnit
than earhier encounters.

‘The Islamic State militants are
better armed, with high-powered
weapons, nighe vision goggles,
the latest saiper scopes and sur-

veillance drones; said CagtainAts:.o

nel Carandang; of the'Philippines
Army First Scout Ranger Battal-
iog,

He said he has served for almost
a decade in the remote jungles
and mountains of Mindanao, the
southern Philippines region that
has long been wracked by insur-
gencies. Now, Carandang says,
the military is in unfarniliar urban

bombs “and remain undetected
soldiers at the battiefront said.

"We believe there have been
some foreipn terrozists that have
been directing their operatons
that’s why they are, how do-I de-
fine this, really good,” said Caran-
dang,

foreigners. Some are white, some
are black and some tall peaple we
guess are Asians (from outside the
Philippines). We have been hear-
ing in their wansmissions some
English speaking terrorists.”
Hostages - many of them Chris-
tians - have been deployed to
build improvised explosive devic-
es, scavenge for food and weap-

We'have seensorme'cadavers 6t

ons in the heat of battle and fight

~for the Islamist rebels, according

to those who escaped.

“When we were first moved t¢
the mosque, there were more thas!
200-of us,” an escaped hostagei
who asked not to be identified fof’
safety reasons, told Reuters last
week, ’

“We gradually became fewer
People would go on errands but
they wounldn’t come back, They
either escaped or died. By the
time I left, there were only about
100 ofus.”

The account could not be veri-

s fed, butemilinryofficialscon-...o
“firmed ‘the man escaped from

Marawi in eatly August.

The hostage sald the militants
were excited by their successes
in Matawi, speaking often of the
advantages of urban watfare and
talking about some of their next
possible rargets, including other

“cities in Mindanao and the Philip- -
“pines capital Manilag: 7 T

“They said they could hide well
in the cifies. They can get civilians
t© become hostages and it's mote
difficelt in the mountains with
only the soldiers,” he said.

Many of the fighters are young
recruits, who are fanatical and ac-
complished fighters, the soldiers
said, ~ Rewuters
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NPA releases ‘proof of life’ of captive police officer
From MindaNews {Sep 28} NPA releases ‘proof of life’ of captive police officer

The New Peoples’ Army (NPA) in Scuthern Mindanao recently released a video footage of a
police officer who was abducted last month in a barangay here.

The NPA sbducted Police Officer 1 Bristol Catalan, 2 member of the police in Makilala, North
Cofabate last Aug. 16 in Purok 4, Barangay Kafipunan, Kidapawan.

The NPA’s Mount Apo Sub-Regional Command of the Merardo Arce Command uploaded on
YouTube the video of Catalan whom it considered a “prisoner-of-war”.

it said the video proves that the captive is still alive. .

in the video, Cataian assured his family that he was being treated well by the rebels.

have niot seen g Red. flgh‘term That's why. Iwhen 1 was caughi) ’thaught thev woais&

“Ever since |
: twhat'1 found oit, it's far from the trith. Tdid not réceive even z
. treated me well.” he:said during one of his.conversations with the gUEITIIES. .o e

He appealed to the local government units of Makilala and Kidapawan City to facilitate his speedy
release as he called on the Philippine Army and the Philippine National Police to halt their

operations.

_Latalan’s video was uploaded after the release of another NPA captive, SPO2 George Rupinta, .. ...

on September 15,

On August 16, Catalan was driving a motorcycle to the city proper with his two children when six men
who identified themselves as NPA rebels flagged him down in Katipunan,

The rebels seized his service 9mm pistol.

Nothing had been heard about Catalan since.

Bishop Colin Bagaforo of the Diocese of Kidapawan has issued several appeals for Catalan’s release.
Rigoberto Sanchez, spokesperson of the Regional Operations Command of the NPA in Southern
Mindanao, said the intensified operations of the AFP and the PNP have hampered Catalan's release.
“The NPA ensures the welfare of POW Catalan in the midst of these offensives but ultimately futile
operations. Negotiations with regard 1o his possible release are being sabotaged by these operations,”

said Sanchez. 32

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Catalan’s wife Gigi expressed appreciation toward the NPA’s gesture to show them ‘proof’ that her
husband is still alive.

“i have sought many times from the group to show us proof that my husband is OK while in captivity. We
--were glad we saw. his. face through the YouTube,” said Gigl.. e e

She again appealed to the NPA {o release her husband as they only rely on him for their daily needs.

“To meet cur needs, | worked as rubber tapper. | made it sure my children can go to school. Also, |
received help from friends and from LGUs. But we want my husbhand to be with us,” she said.

hitp//www.mindanews.com/top-stories/2017/09/npa-releases-proof-of-life-of-captive-police-officer/
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MARAWI CITY, Lanao Del Sur (DWDD) — For the first time after Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) froops recovered two {2) strategic bridges in Marawi City, AFP officials
ceremonially met and marched fowards the Main Battie Area.

At 10 o’clock in the morning yesterday, September 24, 2017, Major General Rolando Bautista,

Commander of the Joint Task Force Marawi and Maj Gen. Danilo Pamonag, Commanderofthe .. .. i_\.
Joint Special Operations Task Force Trident met with Brigadier General Melquiades Ordiales,

“Commander of the Joint Task Group Tigerat the'Bayabao Bridge and Masui'Bridge.

B RAccording fo MGen Bautista, the event symbolizes the significant
achtevements of the AFP and the Philippine National Police (PNP) in their campaign to reclaim
the city from the hands of the Daesh-inspired Maute terror Group.

After 125 days of fighting, the siege has claimed the lives of 694 terrorist and 151 soidiers and
policemen.

Gen Bautista appealed to the remaining terrorist to surrender while they still have the chance,

this after the President Rodrigo Duterte in his message during his fifth (8") visit to Marawi last
September 21, that they can see the end of the siege soon. AES/ALS
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Alvin Bantiane -

KANMPO RANAQO, Marawi City (DWDD} — The Joint Task Force Marawi promoted to the
next higher rank fifteen (15) Enlisied Personnel from 10th Infantry (Steady On) Battalion of
Philippine Army under the 1st Infaniry (Tabak) Division in a simple ceremony held inside
the battle zone in Barangay Mapandi, Marawi City last September 20, 2017.

-Maj. Gen. Rolly Bautista, Commander.of JTF Marawi and 1st Infantry (Tabak) Division pres;ded the donmng of

ranks ceremony for the promotion of the following enlisted personnel:
. TSg. Erlindc M. Agraviador (inf) PA
. $8g. Musappa A. Abdurajan (Inf} PA
. Sgt. Pindatun M. Asaali (Inf) PA
. Sgt. Emmanuel S. Arpon (Inf) PA
. Cpl. Bensar S. Aiih {Inf) PA
. Cpl. Jonathan 1. Sagap (Inf) PA
. Cpl. Richard D. Laguna (FA) PA
. Cpl. Julito A. Alpanta (Inf) PA
. Cpl. Frederick M. Ybanez {Inf) PA
10. Cpl. Eldrin P Siano (Inf} PA
11. Cpl. Jodo G. Anlas (Inf} PA
12. Cpl. Joel P Logronio {inf} PA
13. Cpi. Melvasfar S. Ampo (Inf) PA 35
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14. Cpl. Jonathan A. Maghinay {Inf) PA
15. Cpl. Zurin V. Maichete 888123 INF

One of the promoted enlisted personnel, Sgt. Emmanuel! S. Arpon said: “Nandito kami sa Marawi
nakipaggira kami sa mga maute kaya pursigihin namin na tatapusin namin sila hanggang kaya namin.
Sa ating-mga kababayan divan, maraming satarnat sa inyung superta. Binigyan nye.kami.ng-pagkain. ... ..
dito at tubig. Maraming salamat po dahil magagamit po namin yan sa bawal gabi atf araw . Maraming
salamat po. Sa aking pagkapromote ng sarhento ay masayang masaya po ako at nadagdag rin yung
responsibilidad ko bilang isang bagong napromote. Gagawin ko po ang lahat para mapanindigan ang
aking resposibilidad bilang fsang senior. fpapakita ko sa aking mga junior ang mabuting frabaho bilang

isang senfor nila. Salamat po.”

(We are here in Marawi to fight against the Maute terrorists. We wili continue our fight until we
accamplish our mission. To our fellow Filipines, thank you very much for your support. You gave us food
and water. Thank very much because we have food and water we can use everyday. | am sc happy with
my promotion to sergeant. | have new responsibilties as newly promoted officer. | will do my best to fulfill
my duty as 2 senior officer and to show a good example for my subordinates. Thank you}.

MSgt. Fernando T. Demesa, Sergeant Major of 10IB said: "Pagdating ni BatCom (Battalion
Commander}, naibigay ang ating mga hinaing subalit ang kapalit ay performance. Ang promotion ay
karagdagan na mas mabigat na responsibilidad kaya mas lalo naiin dapat pagbutihin at pagyamanin.
Anomang kakulangan natin sa nagdaan, panahon na ngayon na mas idevelop pa natin at iimprove yun
ating performance. Disiplina sa katwiran at kabutihan, ito yung direction natin. Sino man sa atin ang
umangat, kasama tayong lahat aangat. Kaya patuloy tayo sa pagpapayo at pagpapa-alala upang
maaakay ang mga fropa sa maayos na kaugalian dahif yun ang inaasahan sa atin.”

“(Wherrour Battalion Commander came; we got'our wishes: But we should deliver performanceinretun.

This promotion means weightier responsibilities with higher levels of work at results. We should not lock
back on whatever shortcomings we had in the past. This is the time for us to level up and improve our
performance. Whoever is promoted {o 2 higher rank, all of us share the glory. We wili continue on
guiding our froops on right direction for the public good because this is what is expected of us.)

i t. Col. Ryan Severo, Battalion Commander of 10IB said: “We are grateful to MGen Rolly Bautista for

his inspiration and leadership where the Righ morale of Troops is sustained. THIS dohiing of Fank further 1

heightens our morale of the 10th Infantry (Steady On) Battalion as we fight for peace against the
terrorists here in Marawi City.”

Mai. Gen. Rolly Bautista, Commander of Joint Task Force Marawi and Philippine Army’s 1st Infantry
(Tabak) Division said: *The donning of ranks recognizes our troops for their selfless service to the
people of Marawi. We will sustain the high morale of our froops who are

engaging the terrorists fo restore peace. In this final stage of enemy assaults, we will eventually win the
war against terrorism in Marawi City.” 11D/TeamTabak/MCAG
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S Alvin Ganbieng

KAMPQO RANAQO, Marawi City (DWDD) - President Rodrigo Roa Duterte flew 1o Marawi to
preside the donning of two-star general rank to Maj. Gen. Rolando Joselitc Bautista,
Commander of Joint Task Force Marawi and Philippine Army’s 1st Infantry (Tabak) Division in a
ceremony held in Kampo Ranao, Marawi City last September 21, 2017.

 (In photo: President Rodrigo Roa Duterte pins the 2-star major general rank to Maj. Gen.

Rolado Joselito Bautista, Commander of Joint Task Force Marawi and Philippine Army's 1st
Infantry Tabak Division during the ceremony held in Kampo Ranao, Marawi City on September

21, 2017.)
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MGen. Bautista has been the hands-on ground commander of focused military operations
against the Daesh-inspired Maute terrorists group in Marawi City since day 1 of thg crisis on
May 23, 2017. He has been personally supervising the deployment of troops in the battle zone
as well as non-battie military activities in the Marawi periphery.

----- “Together with the men-and women-of your Joint Task Force Marawi and the Philippine Army’s ...

1st Infantry Tabak Division, | am grateful and humbled for this privilege to serve and protect our
felfow Filipinos on a higher rank. The presence of our Commander-in-Chief inspires us fo
provide no less than the highest level of efforts and achieve more in the pursuit of peace and

prosperity, MGen. Bautista said. 1iD/TeamTabak/MCAG
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TEMPEST WIND | PhiI-US Counter-Terrorism Crisis Response
Drili

CAMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDO, Quezon City (DWDD) — The Philippines and the United
States governments will participate in a bilateral, inter-agency counter-terrorism drill dubbed
“Tempest Wind,” which is scheduled to {ake place next week in the Philippines and Hawaii.

The PH-US Counterterrorism Crisis Response Drill Set was approved by the Mutual Defense
Board and Security Engagement Board (MBB-SEB}) of both countries in November 2016.

1 “Tempest Wind” is a whole-of-government activity that will include )
" government agencies involved in crisis’management, counter-terrorism, and security operations .
from both countries. :

The drill is designed fo provide realistic scenarios on terrorism that will necessitate both high-
level engagements and responses on a tactical level,

The Philippine government looks forward fo joining “Tempeast Wind" with
the end in view of leaming from the activity and sharing best practices
with its counterpart.

This drill will strengthen the Philippine-Ametican bilateral partnership and
enhance both governments’ interoperability in crisis situations, especially
’{hose involving terrorism. DND PAS/MCAG 38
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