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Bataan Death March survivors recount tales
of valor
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By Ben Cal Aprii 7, 2018, 1:55 pm

tales of valor during World War il. (PVAO photo)

MANILA - Of the estimated 80,000 Filipino and American prisoners of war (POWSs), who
took part in the infamous Bataan Death March 76 years ago, only three are still alive with
their age past the century mark.

Records at the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office (PVAO) named the centenarian war
veterans as Pfc. Jullano de La Pefia, 107, Col. Catalino del Rosario lbafiez, and Col.
VicenteF. Alhambra, Sr., 102.

Despite his age, de La Pefia personally visited the PVAO on Thursday to receive a
commendation for his honorable and great service to the country during the World War i
and as survivor of the Bataan Death March.

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, who was guest speaker during the ceremony in Camp Aguinaldo,

handed the plaque to de La Pefa, and to 64 other war veterans who received the same
commendation. (
Y
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A graduate of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) Class of 1942, Alhambra and all his
wiclassmates were-automatically drafted-into military-service three: months before graduation ey
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Lacson was assisted by PVAQ administrator, Lt. Gen. Emesto G. Carolina (ret.).
Alhambra and Ibafiez received their plaques last year.

in the case of Alhambra, he held the distinction as a veteran of three wars — World War 1,
Korean War and the Hukbalahap anti-insurgency campaign in Luzon.

Incidentally, this writer had the rare opportunity of interviewing Alahambra in his house in
Cavite.

During the interview, Alhambra said his secret to longevity and how he survived against all
odds, including the infamous “Bataan Death March”, unscathed was because “God was on
his side” ail throughout the ordeal where many had died of exhaustion or were shot dead or

bayoneted by the Japanese.

“Rernain active but most of all be prayerful,” Alhambra said.

it was in Bataan and Corregidor where Filipino and American soldiers made their last stand
against the Japanese during the war, which lasted more than three months before they

surrendered on April 9 and May 8, 1942, respectively.

Alhambra kept his photo albums of World War 11, the Korean War in 1950-53, and the anti-
insurgency drive against the Huks.

He said he prays to God for protection, which he confided is his secret weapon, especially
during twp wars and the fight against the Huks.

when World War It broke out following the bombing of the Philippines by Japanese planes
on Dec. 8, 1941.

He said the entire PMA class of 1842, including Jose Crisol, who became defense
undersecretary in post-war years, reported to then Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. Mar;ano

o Castaneda for: nmmec}sate depioyment ta fight the znvadmg Japanese fcrces

“We were the first PMA class called to active duty,” Alhambra recalled.

He said Japanese warplanes bombed Baguio and Cavite where US naval forces were
stationed at Sangley Point.

Alhambra said he was enlisted into the 2nd Regular Division of the United States Armed
Forces in the Far East (USAFFE) assigned in Mariveles, Bataan.

It was in Bataan that the bulk of Filipino and American forces stood their ground to defend
the Philippines until they were forced to surrender on April 9, 1942 due fo shortage of
ammunition, food and medicines.

Alhambra vividly described the fall of Bataan as a “sad day” as he and his comrades-in-arms
became prisoners of war (POWSs) of the Japanese forces.
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6 bandits surrender in Zamboanga Sibugay

By Teofilo Garcia, Jr April 7, 2018, 7:56 pm

Operations by government froops continue in a bid to locate and possibly rescue Laarni
Buen, 38, secretary of Cebeles Marine Products, who was abducted by seven gunmen on
Tuesday in Barangay Pob!amon Ma!angas Zamboanga Sfbugay (Phofo courtesy: PRO-9

FPiO}

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Six armed men surrendered to government authorities in the province
of Zamboanga Sibugay, a top police official announced Saturday.

Chief Supt. Edwin De Ocampo, deputy regional police director for administration (DRDA),
identified the surrenderees as Esmael Cader, Abbas Kinawalan, Leden Abbas, Omar
Abdurahim, Esmael Pangilan, and Aloy Pangilan.

De Ocampo said they surrendered to the joint police and military forces ar around 9 a.m.
Friday at the coast of Barangay Sinusayan, Malangas, Zamboanga Sibugay.

De Ocampo said the troops were on search and rescue mission when Sinusayan Barangay
Chairperson [brahim Abbas presented to them the six lawless members, who signified their
intention to surrender.

~ He said the surrenderees turned over two M-14 rifles, one Garand Spnngf eid twc Shotgun -

“andiacaliber 45 pistoi'as well ds assorted ammunition™

He said the surrenderees and their firearms were taken to the Tactical Command Post of the
Army S 44th Enfantry Battaizon

The search and rescue operatron is aimed to locate and posscbly rescue Laarni Buen, 38

The Cebeles Marine Products is engaged in the buy and sell of all kinds of marine products
in the town of Malangas.

Buen was abducted by seven gunmen believed to be members of kidnap-for-ransom-group
(KFRG) on Tuesday at Purok Maabiabihon, Barangay Poblacion, Malangas, Zamboanga
Sibugay.

De Ocampo said the six surrenderees were placed under investigation to determine whether
they were involved in the abduction of Buen.

“It depends on the result of interrogation and possible account of witnesses,” De Ocampo
added when asked if they were part of the KFRG behind Buen'’s abduction. (PNA)

W

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




